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KILMARNOCK—Discharging 
a firearm within the Kilmarnock 
town limits is now mostly illegal. 
The Kilmarnock Town Council last 
Monday unanimously amended the 
town ordinance to make the dis-
charge of a gun, rifle, pistol or other 
firearm a Class 1 misdemeanor, with 
a few exceptions. 

According to the ordinance, fire-
arms may be discharged with a spe-
cial permit from the chief of police 
and when hunting in full compliance 
with the hunting laws and regula-
tions of the state of Virginia. 

The ordinance also states it is 
unlawful for any person to shoot a 
bow at or on the property of another 
without permission. 

Town councilman Emerson Gra-
vatt made the motion to adopt the 
ordinance after a brief public hear-
ing and Rebecca Nunn made the 
second. Voting in favor were Gra-
vatt, Nunn, Keith Butler, Dr. Curtis 
Smith, Betsy Crowther and Michael 
Sutherland. 

According to town manager Tom 
Saunders, the ordinance was sent 
to council by the police and safety 
committee which fielded resident 
concerns after “some copious gun-
fire after dark,” said Saunders. The 
shooting had many people upset, he 
added. 

The ordinance allows for firearms 
discharge by law enforcement offi-
cers and at established and approved 
shooting ranges, on target or rifle 
ranges established and operated by 
law enforcement agencies, in pri-
vate basement or cellar target ranges 
and with blank cartridges during 
theatrical performances, sporting 
events and at military funerals or 
ceremonies. 

Only two people addressed the 
council with questions regarding 
the ordinance, including Edward 
Davis, who represented the Kilmar-
nock Volunteer Fire Department. 
Davis, who said he had “no problem 
with the ordinance” and thinks “it’s 
great,” asked if the ordinance elimi-
nated fundraisers such as sport-
ing clay shooting or turkey shoots, 

which the fire department has dis-
cussed hosting. 

According to town attorney Paul C. 
Stamm Jr., Police Chief Mike Bedell 
has the authority to issue permits to 
the fire department for such activities. 

Les Spivey also asked if the ordi-
nance prevented someone from 
opening a shooting range as a busi-
ness. The answer is no.   

During council comments, Nunn 
said she’d been approached by a res-
ident concerned about bow shooting 
by her son in their backyard. Again, 
Stamm said if it is on private prop-
erty and if permission is granted by 
the landowner, it is allowed. 

Other action
In other action items, council, by a 

4-0 vote, approved assuming the main-
tenance costs to operate enhanced sig-
nage with a light at the crosswalk at St. 
Francis de Sales Catholic Church, 154 
East Church Street, Kilmarnock. The 
church will have the sign installed and 
the town will maintain the lighting and 
the signage.  

Saunders said he has “done a 180° 
on the request” after thinking about 
it. “A private entity should not main-
tain something with a public safety 
component,” he said. 

The light system at the cross-
walk will illuminate when a pedes-
trian pushes the button to cross 
and, according to Butler, mainte-
nance basically requires replacing 
the bulb. Butler chairs the town’s 
streets, sidewalks and playgrounds 
committee. He made the motion to 
assume maintenance responsibility 
with Dr. Smith making the second. 
Dr. Smith, Butler, Gravatt and 
Crowther voted in favor with Nunn 
and Sutherland abstaining because 
of their affiliation with the church. 

Council also voted to purchase 
and install two process analyzers 
for monitoring of effluent param-
eters at the waste water treatment 
plants. Sutherland, chairman of the 
water and sewer committee, made 
the recommendation and motion for 
the $18,000 purchase, which would 
be included in the 2016 capital 
improvement plan budget. Council 
approved it unanimously, 6-0. 

WHITE STONE—Motorists cross-
ing the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge were in for a bumpy ride this 
week as decking material broke away 
over the weekend and emergency 
work left a 40- by 30-foot section 
without surface concrete. 

In addition, a scheduled struc-
tural inspection is limiting travel to 
one lane during the work week. The 
inspection process also included three 
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Emergency repairs, inspection, delay traffic on Norris Bridge
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NORRIS BRIDGE, continued on page A2Inside this week

30-minute complete closures Monday 
resulting in crossing delays of an hour 
and more.

“The most frustrating thing of all—
we saw no construction activity on the 
bridge,” said Alvah Campbell of Wic-
omico Church.

Campbell said he encountered a 
30-minute delay at the bridge on 
his way to a doctor’s appointment 
in Gloucester Monday, and an hour 
delay on his way back. “There were 
no warning signs about the delay until 
we got to the bridge,” he said. “We 
were stopped at Eckhard’s Restaurant 
and traffic was backed up behind me 
as far as I could see around the curve.”

“We apologize to any one who had 
to endure that wait,” said Virginia 
Department of Transportation com-
munications manager Kelly Hannon. 
In the future, VDOT will post warn-
ing signs further up the road, she 
promised.

According to Hannon, because 
repairs to the surface section will 
require another closure of the bridge 
or limiting traffic to one lane, VDOT 
will schedule that work during off-
peak hours.

“This week’s inspection work is 

identifying specific sections of steel 
in need of repair,” said Hannon.

Monday’s closures included a 
weight-limit test using two 50-ton 
trucks side-by-side to measure struc-
tural deflection and stress.  

“We placed gauges on the bridge 
to test stress for a baseline controlled 
test…” Hannon said. 

Inspectors are expected to complete 
their work on Friday with results due 
in several weeks, she added.

Other maintenance items VDOT 
will pursue include a new deck over-
lay.

According to district structure and 
bridge engineer Annette Adams, the 
last replacement of the entire steel 
grid deck and concrete overlay was 
done in 1995. With a lifespan of 25 
years, VDOT expects to replace the 
surface around 2020.

“Over time, a concrete overly is 
expected to debunk from the steel 
grid bridge deck,” said Adams of the 
concrete deterioration. “A steel grid 
bridge deck is flexible and is designed 
to move as traffic crosses the bridge, 
but the concrete overlay that motorists 
drive on is rigid. The friction between 
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the flexible grid and the con-
crete overlay leads to this 
debunking over time and can 
lead to the concrete break-up 
that was experienced on Satur-
day, March 26.”

In 2010, a 468-foot section 
of the concrete was replaced 
with Rosphalt, a low-permea-
bility asphalt. Engineers were 
testing the product for its resis-
tance to water, which then pro-
tects the steel grid bridge deck 
from corrosion. 

“We apply salt to the bridge 
to reduce icing in inclement 
weather, but when the snow 
melts, the salt and water can 
seep into the pavement and 
the bridge deck,” said Adams. 
“By using a low-permeability 
asphalt, it reduces the infiltra-
tion of water into the pavement 
and grid deck.”

Although VDOT expected 
to clean and finish painting 
the bridge beginning in April, 
delays in the bid process have 
pushed the start to late summer 
or early fall.

“We advertised in Janu-
ary…but all the qualified bids 
exceeded the amount set aside. 
We will advertise for bids again 
in April,” Hannon reported.

The $15 million project will 
take place on the center span 
and will require the return of 
a barge and containment mea-
sures to protect the river. The 
end portions of the bridge’s 

LANCASTER—Lancaster 
school superintendent Steven 
Parker and the school board on 
March 24 presented next year’s 
$16,601,599 school funding 
request to county supervisors.

During the joint meeting, 
Parker outlined several high-
lights.

Supervisors authorized 
county administrator Frank 
Pleva to advertise the budget 
for a public hearing at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, April 7, in the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

The board could then adopt 
a school budget as early as 
April 14. The goal is to at least 
adopt the portion of the budget 
covering teacher salaries so the 
school administration can pro-
ceed with the employment pro-
cess for next year. The school 
budget must be approved by 
May 15, added Pleva.

As presented, projected 
general fund revenues are 
$15,954,845, including 
$10,834,157 in local funds, up 
$203,522. State funding totals 
$3,957,910, up $412,190; fed-
eral funding, $988,541; and 
other funding, $174,237.

Projected school nutrition 
fund revenues total $521,012, 
and textbook fund revenues, 
$125,742.

Estimated general fund 
expenditures total $15,912,042, 
up $591,629. Estimated expen-
ditures by category include 
$11,666,933 for instruction, up 
$676,597; $319,987 for atten-
dance and health; $549,868 

Lancaster supervisors set $16.6 million
school budget for public hearing April 7

by Robert Mason, Jr. for administration; $1,167,256 
for pupil transportation; 
$1,587,217 for maintenance; 
and $620,781 for technology.

Estimated school nutri-
tion fund expenditures total 
$563,815, and textbook fund 
expenditures, $125,742.

Among the highlights, Parker 
indicated the budget includes 
funding for an additional spe-
cial education teacher at the pri-
mary school and an additional 
career and technical education 
teacher at the high school.

“Beginning in 2017, students 
who don’t graduate with an 
advance studies diploma must 
have industry certification to 
graduate,” he said.

Lancaster’s counselors will 
be advising all students to get 
certification, so if they come up 
short in credits for an advance 
studies diploma, they will still 
graduate, said Parker.

At the request of the high 
school, an 11-month guidance 
position has been converted to 
a 12-month position, he contin-
ued.

The budget includes fund-
ing to cover early retirement 
incentives for five positions. 
Last year, the budget included 
funding for seven slots and two 
teachers took advantage of the 
offer, leaving five to be filled, he 
explained.

As recommended by a salary 
committee, efforts to increase 
teacher pay continue with a 
proposed 3% increase, plus a 
step on the scale for teachers. 
All other staff will receive a 2% 
salary increase, he said.

As recommended by a budget 
advisory committee, the school 
system will increase its health 
insurance contribution by $70 
per month, per participating 
employee, said Parker.

The budget adds $11,000 for 
a part-time assistant to the vol-
unteer tutor coordinator. School 
board member Bob Smart indi-

cated there is a lot of admin-
istrative work involved in the 
tutor program.

The budget also includes 
$10,000 in signing bonuses for 
hard-to-fill positions, as recom-
mended by the budget advisory 
committee, said Parker.

At its March 8 meeting, the 
school board unanimously 
approved a resolution allow-
ing the superintendent, at his 
discretion, to offer a signing 
bonus of up to $7,500 to be paid 
in three annual installments of 
$2,500 each to teachers in hard-
to-fill positions such as second-
ary math, the sciences and for-
eign languages.

Additional efforts are under 
way to offer scholarships to 
local students who would make 
a commitment to get a teaching 
degree and return to Lancaster 
to teach, said Parker.

A “change in climate” within 
the school system also helps to 
attract and keep teachers, said 
assistant superintendent Dan 
Russell.

“We are creating a good 
working environment,” said 
Smart.

An overall sense of pride in 
the school system and in the 
community also helps, said 
Russell.

The budget is based on a pro-
jected daily attendance, or aver-
age daily membership (ADM), 
of 1,145 students, said Parker. 
State funding per pupil is based 
on ADM.

The ADM does not count the 
3-year-old, 4-year-old and Head 
Start programs, said Russell.

However, it can be shown 
that long-term academic per-
formance improves for those 
students enrolled in pre-school 
programs, he said.

There is data to show that 
Lancaster students enrolled in 
the pre-school programs who 
have moved on to the primary 
school are reading at a higher 
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level, said Russell. 
The state isn’t necessar-

ily looking at a community’s 
needs, so much as the funding 
formula, or Local Composite 
Index (LCI), said school board 
chairman Dr. Bob Westbrook.

In the past, he said he has 
tried to stimulate support 
among school board chairmen 
throughout the state in an effort 
to change the formula. He has 
also tried to generate interest 
among legislators, but nothing 
ever comes of it, said Dr. West-
brook. 

The change would have to 
come on a political front, he 
said.

Supervisor Butch Jenkins 
noted Lancaster is not the 
only locality in this funding 
dilemma.

Proposals to change the com-
posite index that come before 
the legislature get nowhere 
because larger localities that 
tend to benefit from the formula 
have a greater number of leg-
islators, said Jenkins. Similar 
situations exist within associa-
tions such as the Virginia Asso-
ciation of Counties.

Parker noted it might be 
easier to bring change in the 
Standards of Quality teacher-
to-student ratios than the LCI.

Any changes to state fund-
ing scenarios would also have 
to address revenue, said Pleva. 
Legislators aren’t going to 
increase spending without 
increasing revenues, he said.

The county did see a drop in 
the LCI for next year, resulting 
in an increase in state funding, 
said Parker.

The change can be attributed 
to declining property values, 
added Jenkins.

He called on school board 
members and supervisors to 
make an effort to address the 
formula issues in the near future 
with the intention of soliciting 
support for change from other 
localities and associations.
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Norris Bridge
continued from page A1

steel structures were cleaned 
and painted between 2009 to 
2012.

“There is no specific bridge 
replacement date set at this 
time,” said Hannon, who noted 
the 60-year old bridge has a 
75-year lifespan. “Replacing 
the Norris Bridge is estimated 
to cost several hundred mil-
lion dollars. We continue to 
maintain the Norris Bridge and 
are pursuing several projects 
to extend its life. We are com-
mitted to keeping this structure 
safe and well-maintained while 
potential funding solutions are 
identified. 

“The bridge is included on 
a special structures inven-
tory list…that tracks mega 
bridge and tunnel projects that 
will require a special fund-
ing source to replace. Norris 
Bridge was included on this list 
in April 2014,” she said.

 KILMARNOCK—“Spring Beginnings” was 
evident at the first meeting of the Kilmarnock 
Garden Club’s 49th year as the colors of spring 
continued inside with the centerpieces created 
by members of the club for their luncheon at the 
Kilmarnock Inn.

Rebecca Elston, National Garden Club Accred-
ited Master Flower Show Judge, critiqued each 
centerpiece and answered questions pertaining to 
judging exhibits, reported Genny Chase.

Club president Nell Brothers welcomed new 
members Anne Siler and Evelyn Runyon, said 
Chase. Officers and chairmen gave brief overviews 
of the club’s upcoming events for 2016-2017.

Beginning in April, the club will recognize one 
Kilmarnock home garden a month that exempli-
fies “community beautification,” by selecting the 
“Garden of the Month.” The club hopes this will 
stimulate more involvement in, as well as stress-
ing, the importance of home gardening and com-
munity beautification, said Chase. 

The next meeting of the Kilmarnock Garden 
Club will be held at 1 p.m. April 19 at Kilmarnock 
Baptist Church, 65 East Church Street, Kilmar-
nock. The program will be “Ikebana—The Art of 
Japanese Floral Design—Sogetsu School of Ike-
bana.”  Guests are welcome. To contact the club, 
call 580-4833.

Garden club season begins with luncheon
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 this week 
reported misdemeanor charges 
against four individuals.

A Wiggins Avenue man, 24, 
was charged March 23 with 
failing to comply with pretrial 
services.

A Cowshed Road man, 56, 
was charged March 24 with 
brandishing a firearm.

A Thrasher Court woman, 
20, was charged March 27 with 
assault and battery and assault 
by a mob. 

A Windmill Point Road 
woman, 22, was charged 
March 27 with assault and bat-
tery and assault by a mob.

 Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Second 
Avenue to assist emergency 
medical services (EMS), to the 
100 block of Holly Haven Road 
for a domestic disturbance, 
to the 600 block of Newtown 
Road for the theft of property, 
to the 100 block of Turner Lane 
to assist EMS, to the 100 block 
of Ocran Road for a report of a 
suspicious vehicle that appears 
to be abandoned in the woods, 
and to the 400 block of North 
Main Street to assist Kilmar-
nock Police Department (KPD) 
with several vehicles involved 
in a noise complaint.

 Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Windjam-
mer Lane for a report of bur-
glary and theft of items, to 
the 200 block of Oyster Creek 
Drive for a report of a traf-
fic hazard, to the 100 block of 
Oyster Way for a reported theft 
of property, to the 100 block of 
Iberis Road for a domestic dis-
turbance, to the area of Mary 
Ball and Merry Point Road 
for the report of an aggres-
sive driver, to the 300 block 
of North Main Street to assist 
KPD with a report of drug 
activity in the parking lot, and 
to the 1200 block of Morattico 
Road for a report of a suspi-
cious vehicle.

 Staff responded 
to the 1000 block of Oak Hill 
Road for a report of trespass-
ers, to the 6000 block of Mary 
Ball Road for the report of find-

ing possible illegal narcotics, 
to the area of Oak Hill Road 
for a report of a traffic hazard, 
to the 100 block of North 
Main Street for a reported 
attempted larceny by fraud, to 
the area of Courthouse Road 
for a reported reckless/aggres-
sive driver, to the 700 block 
of Rappahannock Drive for a 
suspicious vehicle, and to the 
2300 block of River Road for a 
reported domestic disturbance.

 Staff responded 
to the area of Riverwood Drive 
for the report of a suspicious 
vehicle, to the 500 block of 
River Road for a report of 
threats involving a weapon, 
and to the 6000 block of Mary 
Ball Road for the report of a 
disorderly person.

 Staff responded 
to the 2300 block of River Road 
for a domestic disturbance, 
to the 300 block of Pinkards-
ville Road to assist EMS with 
entry into a residence, to the 
400 block of Rappahannock 
Drive for a single-vehicle traf-
fic crash, to the 4900 block of 
Irvington Road for a report of a 
suspicious vehicle, to the area 
of Sullivans Road for a report 
of a subject lying in the high-
way, and to the 800 block Mary 
Ball Road for a reported suspi-
cious vehicle.

 Staff responded 
to the 3900 block of White 
Chapel Road for the report of 
an altercation that involved 
weapons being discharged, to 
the 100 block of Whites Lane 
to assist Virginia State Police 
with the search of a vehicle, to 
the 100 block of Rocky Neck 
Road for a reported destruction 
of property, to the 100 block 
of Harris Drive for a reported 
assault, to the Robert O. Norris 
Jr. Memorial Bridge for a 
reported traffic hazard, to the 
1400 block of Mary Ball Road 
for a verbal disagreement, to 
the 300 block of Pinckardsville 
Road for a report of an alterca-
tion in progress, to the 16600 
block of Mary Ball Road for 
the report of a trespasser, to the 
900 block of Johns Neck Road 
for a report of loud music and 
to Black Stump Road for a 

report of a single-vehicle traf-
fic crash.

 Staff responded 
to the 4300 block of Irvington 
Road for a report of a missing 
person.

Staff also conducted 19 traf-
fic stops, issued three sum-
monses, assisted four motor-
ists, recorded a deer strike 
accident, handled three calls 
for traffic control, investigated 
10 building alarms, processed 
four mental health orders, 
logged five inmate transports, 
received 13 911 hang-up calls, 
and fielded three calls for 
animal control service.

The Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department responded 
to a structure fire on Dillin  Road.

The Kilmarnock VFD 
responded to fire/smoke alarms 
on Ditchley Road and  Painter 
Point Road.

The White Stone VFD 
responded to a fire/smoke alarm 
on Crab Point Road and to a 
traffic crash on Rappahannock 
Drive. 

this week reported 
charges against five individu-
als.

Mark Jett, 44, of Warsaw was 
charged March 24 with break-
ing and entering a dwelling at 
night, interfering with prop-
erty rights of others, damaging 
property and threatening com-
munication over the phone. He 
also was charged with driving 
under the influence and reck-
less driving.

A Warsaw man, 57, was 
charged March 21 with assault 
and battery.

A Heathsville man, 24, was 
charged March 21 with two 
counts of misdemeanor assault 
and battery.

A Heathsville woman, 
35,was charged March 22 with 
assault and battery. This was 
a Lancaster County warrant 
served in Northumberland.

A Heathsville woman was 
charged March 23 with assault 
and battery.

HEATHSVILLE—Northumberland County 
Circuit Court convened March 24, when the 
following cases were heard by Judge Harry T. 
Taliaferro III:

Keven Wayne Thompson of Callao, charged 
with misdemeanor contempt of court, was 
granted bond. Trial was set for April 26.

Alvin O’Neil Howard of Callao is charged 
with felony use of a firearm in commission of 
five felonies, including abduction, malicious 
wounding, assault and strangulation. Trial was 
continued to June 28.

Richardo S. Owens of Lancaster pled no con-
test to felony possession of drugs. The judge 
took the case under advisement for six months.

Mark Anthony Taylor of Kilmarnock was 
charged with felony sale/distribution of drugs 
and possession of a gun. The case was contin-
ued to May 10.

Linwood Adrian Nall of Heathsville was set 

for trial on felony firearm larceny, but was not 
prosecuted. 

Amanda Rhodes-Larochelle of Farnham is 
charged with seven felony counts of violating 
pre-trial conditions. The case was set for trial 
May 26.

Erin Merrill Bierwirth of Providence Forge 
was in court for sentencing on forgery convic-
tions. Sentencing was continued to April 26.

Thomas H. Samuels Jr. of White Stone was 
set for trial on felony manufacture of controlled 
substance. The charge was not prosecuted.

Troy Lamont Carter of Lottsburg was set for 
trial on three felony drug charges. The charges 
were not prosecuted.

Floyd Newton of Callao was scheduled for 
trial on felony manufacture of a controlled sub-
stance. The case was continued to June 14.

Terrell L. Lucas of Warsaw, charged with one 
felony and two misdemeanor counts of distribu-
tion of marijuana, was scheduled for trial. The 
case was continued to June 14.

LOTTSBURG—Northum-
berland school superintendent 
Dr. Rebecca Gates on March 
22 presented the school board’s 
$17,064,178 general fund 
budget request for 2016-17 to 
county supervisors.

During a joint meeting, Dr. 
Gates also assured county super-
visors that the school district is 
on track for meeting goals out-
lined in its six-year strategic 
plan. 

She reported the county’s 
portion of the proposed budget 
represents 68% of the total at 
$11,624,127, an increase of 
$468,662. State funding totals 
$2,752,886, down $70,714, 
and federal funding, $884,055. 
Sales tax receipts account for 
$1,532,630 and other funds total 
$270,480.

On the spending side, instruc-
tion totals $12,165,366, or 
71% of the total estimated 
expenditures. Administration 
totals $857,994; transporta-
tion $1,401,803; operations 

$1,791,519; facilities $47,000; 
debt service $96,080; and tech-
nology $704,416.

The budget for the cafeteria is 
$603,138, up $60,689 over the 
current year, bringing the total 
budget request to $17,667,316.

Supervisors are expected to 
schedule work sessions and a 
public hearing on the school 
budget at their April 14 meeting.

Gates reported there are 253 
full- and part-time employees 
and approximately 1,300 stu-
dents. The budget includes a 3% 
salary increase, and improved 
retirement (VRS) hybrid profes-
sional leave package. 

The schools propose four 
additional positions: math and 
English teachers at the middle 
school, a school resource office 
at the elementary school, and 
full-time SOL testing coordina-
tor. Gates also is requesting that 
a part-time mechanic position 
become full-time.

Capital improvement project 
(CIP) requests include $100,000 
for a new bus; $26,200 for bus 

cameras and DVRs, and $5,000 
for audio equipment. The ele-
mentary school needs a new 
roof at $141,475 for shingles 
or $348,873 for rubber; three 
HVAC units ranging from 
$29,000 to $132,000 each; a 
double-deck oven for $11,000, 
and rubber playground surface 
for $274,000.

Other CIP requests include 
a new phone system for all 
schools at $150,000, heated stor-
age for custodial staff at $50,000 
and upgrades to the school board 
meeting room and receptionist’s 
office at $10,500.

“The elementary school and 
high school are fully accred-
ited,” said Gates. “The middle 
school is partially accredited 
and approaching benchmark 
pass rate. This year, we have an 
on-time graduation rate of 94%. 
The class of 2015 had an on-
time graduation rate of 95%.”

Of 101 graduates in 2015, 53 
had advanced degrees, 41 are 
attending four-year colleges, 36 
attend 2-year colleges, nine are 
in trade or technical school and 
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by Audrey Thomasson

Northumberland superintendent presents
$17 million school budget to supervisors

by Audrey Thomasson eight went into the military.
With the help of an extended 

summer school program for 110 
pre-kindergarten students, 82 
of the students have maintained 
achievement growth during 
the academic school year, she 
reported. Also, 74% of third-
graders were at or above average 
in reading at the end of 2015, 
with a goal of 79% by the end of 
the school term in June.

Gates reported an increased 
number of dual enrollment 
courses at the high school and 
development of after-school 
enrichment programs this term 
that include Community Prob-
lem Solvers, Future Problem 
Solvers, a Sea Perch Cursive 
Writing Club, LEGO Robotics, 
and Academic Rigo Reaching 
Out Worldwide (ARROW). In 
addition, the high school has 
expanded the Career and Techni-
cal Education (CTE) courses.

The middle school has made 
strides in closing the achieve-
ment gap in reading by 7%, 
implemented a 21st-century 
classroom, a Positive Behav-
ioral Interventions and Support 
behavior program (PBIS), and 
added a sixth-grade algebra 
exploratory class, she said.

“Beginning in 2016-17, ninth-
graders will be trained in emer-
gency first aid, CPR, and AED 
methods,” said Gates.

Safety initiatives this term 
included card scans for teach-
ers at the elementary school, 
alignment of the school camera 
security system with the sher-
iff’s department, and installation 
of four exterior bus cameras, she 
said.

LANCASTER—The Lan

sors will hold a public hearing 
on a proposed $16.6 million 
school budget for fiscal year 
2016-17 on Thursday, April 7. 

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. at the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster. (See related 
story on page A2).

LANCASTER—The Lan

sors will meet tonight, March 
31, at 7 p.m. at the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Agenda items include a public 
hearing on conveyance of a 1/4-
acre track with small building 
to the Lancaster school district. 
The property is on School Street 
adjacent to the Lancaster Com-
munity Library and Lancaster 
Middle School.

Supervisors also will consider 
acceptance of the abstract of 
votes from the 2016 presiden-
tial primaries, a fiscal year 2015 
school budget appropriation of 
grant funding from the Parent 
Resource Center and Title III, 
and approve a grant and appro-
priation of $100,000 in local 
funds for the Greentown/Gas-
kins roads project. 

A closed meeting is scheduled 
to discuss legal and personnel 
matters.

The Agenda
Local Government News

■
The Rappahannock Pistol and Rifle Club will sponsor Refuse 

To Be A Victim, a crime prevention and personal safety seminar, 
from 17 to 9 p.m. May 18 and 25 at Chesapeake Bank Training 
Center, 35 School Street, Kilmarnock.

The fee is $35, which includes all program materials and light 
refreshments. Pre-registration is required. Register at refuse.
nra.org/refuse-to-be-a-victim.aspx; rprclub.com; 410-5905 or 
NNRTBAV@gmail.com. 

NEWS BREAK
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In 1982, after a long absence from Europe, 
I set off on a trip to Italy. I stayed in Rome 

for a month, visiting my mentor, who had 
retired there many years earlier. We took day 
trips around central Italy, and spent some 
great evenings dining with his friends, all of 
whom had become my friends by the time I 
left to return home. 

Two of those individuals were Carlo 
Cesarini and Countess Elena Persico, who 
although a Venetian by birth, lived most of 
her life in the Eternal City. She had been 
born in 1920, in the family’s ancestral pala-
zzo on the Grand Canal in Venice. At the 
time her grandmother’s brother was reigning 
as Pope Benedict XV, the famous Pope of 
Peace, a title derived from his efforts to stem 
the hostilities of what Europeans still call 
The Great War, to us the First World War.

Elena wore eyeglasses in frames that 
by modern standards we should call “vin-
tage.” She often apologized for her English, 
making me wish I could speak Italian as 
well as she did my native tongue. She had 
a tremendous presence, all aspects of which 
were based on her genuine interest in other 
people. 

In the ensuing years, I saw her frequently 

on my Italian jaunts, events that were impor-
tant parts of my bachelorhood. Marriage 
and fatherhood necessitated putting those 
pleasures on hold, until a few years back 
when my Good Wife and I wanted the B.E.s 
to experience some of the places we had 
known before committing matrimony.

Three years ago we set out on a family trip 
to Italy, one of the most memorable high-
lights of which was having tea with Elena 
and Carlo, who lived across the street from 
her, in her apartment on the via di Stazione 
di San Pietro. The street is named for the 

railway station at the top of the hill, at the 
bottom of which one is a stone’s throw from 
the entrance to Saint Peter’s Square. Elena, 
then 93, had ordered all sorts of wondrous 
treats and goodies, the display of which 
looked as if it had originated as a first-place 
winner of an international pastry competi-
tion. 

Her attendant made the tea and served the 
treats, while we spent the time filling in the 
gaps of the years of separation. The focal 
point of her salon was a magnificent portrait 
of Pope Benedict XV overlooking the entire 
company. During the First World War he had 
been one of the three principal proponents 
of making peace to end the bloodshed, the 
other two being Prince Sixtus de Bourbon 
Parma, the brother of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empress Zita, and Colonel Edwin House, 
the aide to President Woodrow Wilson. 

Elena had been born two years after the 
armistice that ended the hostilities, and two 
years before her Granduncle, the Pope, died, 
thus she had no personal memories of him. 
She remained single throughout her life, 
seeing friends, and keeping abreast of the 
world’s happenings. She had a boundless 
level of energy, coupled with a personality 

driven by her love of other people.
During our tea, the Younger B.E. was 

quite taken with her, a mutual experience, 
and perhaps that meeting was the impe-
tus for her to take Italian as her language 
in college. Typically, that afternoon, which 
lasted long into the evening, Elena was more 
interested in the present and the future, than 
she was in speaking of the past. She had a 
driving desire to communicate and to share, 
always in a supportive manner. 

Over the past three years we have 
exchanged letters, and Carlo had kept us 
informed of her progress. At Christmas he 
wrote of her health declining, and in Feb-
ruary, shortly before her 96th birthday, he 
described her deteriorating condition. This 
week he wrote that she died on March 12th, 
having retained her keen mind until the end. 

Elena had a foothold in two spheres, the 
elegance and grandeur of the Old World and 
the dynamism and vivacity of the new era. 
Knowing her these last 34 years has given 
me a deeper understanding of each. She was 
an emblem of nobility and a symbol of a 
world that would not die as long as she lived.

Countess Elena Persico, February 17, 
1920–March 12, 2016. R.I.P.

Three years ago we set out 
on a family trip to Italy, one 
of the most memorable high-
lights of which was having tea 
with Elena and Carlo, who 
lived across the street from 
her, in her apartment on the 
via di Stazione di San Pietro.
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Focal Point

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

Has anyone besides me 
noticed how much litter there 
is along our roads in the North-
ern Neck ?

It’s almost like the 1950s 
when there was no law against 
it. 

Virginia Code 33-1-346 
states that littering is a misde-
meanor, punishable by a fine 
between $250 and $2,500, 
imprisonment up to 12 years, 
or both.

It is time for the counties to 
put up signs to remind people 
that  “Littering Is Against the 
Law.” Also feel free to report 
those who have so little respect 
for our environment.

Let’s all take some respon-
sibility for this problem and 
together we can get it solved.

Jim Anderson,
White Stone

Littering is
against the law

I am very pleased to see that 
Mrs. McElroy is running for 
Kilmarnock Town Council. If 
you remember she was the one 
who spearheaded the creation 
of a petition defending the Hot 
Dog Cart lady that the town was 
getting ready to regulate for no 
reason. 

The reason was given at a 
planning commission meeting 
by a council member’s com-
ment that the hot dog cart was 
not in keeping with Steptoe’s 
ambience.

Oh really? So a lady making 
a living, not hurting anyone and 
in front of a store feeding people 
is not in keeping with Steptoe’s? 
Have they looked around at 
some of the buildings? 

McElroy for
town council

We need to get past the fool-
ishness of this council’s efforts 
to over regulate and put real 
people with real lives that want 
real progress for the town to rep-
resent us. It’s time for a change 
and it’s one greatly needed. 

Please join with me in replac-
ing a council with people who 
will work for us and provide 
real representation for us. It’s 
about filling buildings, proper 
parking and listening to the 
people who are footing the bills 
in town. 

For the past two years the 
council has operated with one-
third of it appointed by the other 
two-thirds. It’s time to stop 
voting for slates or groups that 
bond together and say they will 
be what’s best for the town.

What is best is individu-
als who will vote individually 
and not just go along with the 
crowd. 

Please get out and vote for a 
change that is deeply needed. 
Vote for Bernice McElroy for 
Kilmarnock Town Council. 
She’ll work for you. 

Monica Bradley,
Kilmarnock

The baseball season is get-
ting under way and I suggest 
a few changes to the rules to 
make the game more interest-
ing for the fans and the play-
ers. 

First, I would eliminate the 
infield fly rule. When a batter 
hits a pop fly with men on 
base, the umpire immediately 
declares the batter out. There 
is no reason or justification 
for this rule. Instead, when 
this happens, they should let 
the pop up play out. 

Change up for
baseball rules

There is a possibility there 
will be a double play or some-
times even a triple play. The 
infielders and the base run-
ners would be required to be 
on their toes to cope with the 
play; there could be misplays, 
wild throws, and other errors. 
In any event, the play action 
would be more interesting 
than an automatic out. 

The second change has 
to do with the “walk” or the 
“base on balls.” Many times 
when a good hitter is at bat, 
the pitcher ends up walking 
him. This is especially true 
with runners on base when 
the good hitter is given an 
‘intentional pass.’ This is not 
very exciting for the specta-
tor. 

I propose that when a batter 
(all batters) receives a walk, 
that he be given the option 
of taking his base or have a 
pinch runner take the base for 
him and the batter get another 
turn at bat. On the other hand, 
if he is a poor hitter he could 
take the base. 

It would add more excite-
ment and action to the game; 
you like to see good hitters 
hit the ball. They don’t always 
get a hit, but at least they are 
not walking to first base. This 
would provide more action 
for the spectators.

These changes would cer-
tainly make it more exciting 
for the players and the fans. 

Jack Jennings,
Mollusk

So, I’m pumping gas at the 
local convenience store and 
it’s one of those days when 
this place is a nickel cheaper 
than anywhere else and the 
bargain hunters are lining up.

A lot of the pumps have 
plastic bags on them. So this 
guy pulls up to the pump next 
to me and gets out and goes 
in the store. So I figure he’s 
a cash customer and going to 
pay before he pumps. 

A few minutes later he 

comes back with a whole 
stack of lottery tickets. He 
gets in the driver’s seat and 
begins to scratch. He must 
have scratched for 5 to 10 
minutes. Then he starts up and 
drives off! No gas!

This is not about race, creed, 
ethnic background, religion or 
political party. It’s all about 
courtesy. Common courtesy. 
Come on folks! 

Bill Mitchell, 
Cox’s Farm

Show some courtesy at the gas pump

In response to the March 
17 article on my resigna-
tion as principal of Lancaster 
High School, I would like to 
say to my students, parents, 
staff, pastors, NAACP, and all 

Got to be fair

who came to the school board 
meeting to speak in support 
of me and the impact that I 
had on this community….I 
was extremely humbled.

I have shed many tears of 
gratitude for the outpouring 
of people who thanked me 
for what I have done for their 
child; the climate at LHS, and 
in the community.

I am a man of integrity, 
and strong conviction. I hold 
ethical values, and standards 
high, and when I don’t see 
“fairness” being done, then 
I will speak out on it—“You 
can either stand for some-
thing, or you can fall for any-
thing.” Well, I am not a “yes 
man!” I have to do what is 
“right for all the students!”

Last Sunday in church the 
sermon was about the cross 
that Jesus carried; and how 
he was double-crossed by 
Judas, the person who was 
closest to him and called him 
“friend!” Well, I hope your 
eyes have been opened just 
as mine have been. I tried to 
carry the cross and be a good 
example for my students and 
staff. I would never, ever 
double-cross them by being 
unfair. 

I wish Lancaster schools 
much success, and I hope 
my students remember what 
I taught them about work-
ing hard, being trustworthy, 
and of good character; stand-
ing up for what you know is 
“right,” and most of all……. 
“using common sense!” At 
the end of the day, you can 
look in the mirror without 
regrets and know that you 
did what was best. I love you, 
Lancaster!

Erskine E. Morgan II,
Irvington

YOUR LETTERS

Disasters happen all across 
the U.S. They can be caused 
by floods, tornados and fires. 
One of the media’s favorite 
words is devastation. 

No one wants to hear of 
anyone hurt or a death. For 
many people it is inconve-
nient and a financial bless-
ing. Most people that own 
a home are forced to carry 
replacement insurance by the 
mortgage companies. People 
that are renting have a choice 
whether to carry renters 
insurance or not.

What would happen if a 
disaster destroys my home?

Financially, my home 
would be built back new by 
the insurance company. My 
personal property will be 
replaced new. This includes 
home appliances, flooring 
and clothing. My home value 
will skyrocket after a new 
replacement. The insurance 
company would even pay for 
a place for me to stay, until 
the new home is ready to 
occupy. The insurance com-
pany would even give me a 

food allowance. I would call 
this inconvenient compared 
to devastation and a substan-
tial f inancial profit. 

The renter for about $20 a 
month could have insurance 
for their personal belongings 
and place to stay. If the renter 
chose not to carry insurance, 
then financial help is needed.

This article is to think on 
how much to give and should 
be based on what is needed. 
In my case, I would not need 
financial assistance. I am 
a homeowner with replace-
ment cost insurance.

The renter without insur-
ance needs the help. The 
media will use devastation 
for donations and rarely 
tell the financial side. The 
media could say we have 
four family renters who need 
a certain amount for clothes 
and an extra $300 a month 
for each family for rent for 
six months.

The community now has a 
financial goal.

Ernie Reymer,
Callao

Setting goals for disaster aid

Donald Trump is arguably 
the worst candidate for presi-
dent since Pat Paulson. One 
looks in vain for a glimpse 
of a viable program or policy 
that, if elected, he would 
pursue to alleviate the prob-
lems that plague our nation.

So it is with some surprise 
that I, who spent 31 years in 
the military and agree with 
the terms of the Geneva Con-
vention in regard to the treat-
ment of prisoners of war, 
would give serious thought 
to Trump’s suggestion that 
we torture captured terrorists 
to determine their member-
ship, organization, location 
and intentions. Conceivably, 
thousands of lives could be 
saved.

I assume he refers to water-
boarding, which does not 
inflict permanent physical 
damage and can be classified 
with other non-lethal meth-
ods such as light and sleep 
deprivation.

Before we declare that, 
under no circumstances, 
would we resort to such 
horrors, let’s look at how 
we would react to an act of 
“terror” at a very personal 
level.

Imagine what you would do 
after receiving a note that your 
5-year-old daughter had been 
kidnapped and was buried in 
a metal box at a place known 
only to the kidnapper. You are 
further informed the child 
has 3 hours of air remaining 
and that if you do not drop 
off a large amount of money 
within an hour, the burial site 
will not be divulged and she 
will surely smother to death.

The kidnapper is appre-
hended. Unfortunately, he 
will not, under the most 
intense, civilized, ethically 
acceptable methods of inter-
rogation, reveal the child’s 
whereabouts.

Now it is estimated that 
she has 30 minutes of air 
remaining. One of the inter-
rogators suggests a procedure 
that is frowned upon—water-
boarding. You have very high 
ideals. Do you stand up for 
a criminal’s right to remain 
silent, or do you relent and 
pursue that last possible 
chance to save your child’s 
life?

For some folks, it’s a real 
moral dilemma.

William J. Wright,
Irvington

A moral dilemma
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Let’s talk about...

You’re living the dream of your own company -- and finding 

out there’s nothing ‘small’ about small business, including 

the hours. No problem with myHealth eLink, 

Riverside’s electronic health record, since you can 

communicate with your doctor’s office on your time. 

Care designed around you is what Your Personal Health 

Team is all about. It starts with finding out your priorities, 

then building a relationship that lasts.

Appointments available now.  
Just call 888-550-2865.

 

 

Visit riversideonline.com/chooseus

or text CHOOSEUS to 78234

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS 

&
Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

FOR SALE
STONE - ALL TYPES

PROCESSED ASPHALT
(Crushed RAP/ Millings)

No Hauling Provided
Check or Credit Card Only

LEE HY PAVING CORPORATION

Paid for and authorized by Friends of Bernice McElroy for Town Council

Do you remember?
This undated photo raises all sorts of questions. The sign reads “Adults $1.25, 
Children 75¢.” It could be a ferry dock, or a steamboat landing, or perhaps it served 
a passenger ferry, says Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. Anyone 
with information that could help identify the pier, or the body of the water, is asked 
call Ashburn at 296-0930. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock 
Museum. 

On May 3, elections will be 
held in Kilmarnock, Irvington 
and White Stone. 

Letters endorsing candidates 
for election to town council, or 
mayor, will be published in the 
Rappahannock Record as space 
allows through the April 21 issue.

No election letters will be 
published April 28, the Thursday 
before the election.

Letters should contain the 
name of the writer, place of resi-
dence and phone number for ver-
ification, or clarification. Phone 
numbers will not be published.

Letters should be concise and 
to the point. Keep letters to less 
than 300 words. All letters are 
subject to editing. No more than 
two letters from the same writer 
will be published. Letters from 
the same writer are not published 
in consecutive issues.

In the event multiple letters 
contain the same or similar mes-
sage, they may not all run. Letters 
obviously part of a letter-writing 
campaign or those obviously 
abstracted from a blog or other 
internet site will not be published.

No attacks on a candidate’s 
personal life will be published. 
Statements that are obviously 
false, rumors and hearsay will 
not be published. Writers are 
reminded it is a misdemeanor 
in Virginia to knowingly submit 
false information for publication 
in a newspaper.

Letters from candidates will 
not be published prior to April 28, 
and then only if there is a demon-
strated need to respond to a spe-
cific error mentioned in a prior 
letter. Thank you letters will not 
be published.

Letters may be submitted in 
person at 27 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock; by mail at  Rappa-
hannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 
Kilmarnock, 22482; or by email, 
editor@rapprecord.com.

Town election 
letters will
be published 
through April 21

The Lancaster County Demo-
cratic Committee will hold a 
caucus at 7:30 p.m. April 18 at 
27 Virginia Road, Irvington, to 
elect two delegates and an alter-
nate for Hillary Clinton, and 
two delegates and an alternate 
for Bernie Sanders, to the First 
Congressional District Demo-
cratic Convention and the 2016 
Virginia Democratic State Con-
vention.

To seek election as a dele-
gate or alternate, file with Janet 
V. Mosher, Lancaster County 
Democratic Committee chair-
man, P.O. Box 318, Kilmarnock, 
VA 22482 by 5 p.m., April 11.

A voluntary administrative fee 
of $10, which may be waived, 
will be charged at the time of 

filing for those wishing to be 
elected members of the commit-
tee, said Mosher. Additional fees 
include $5 for the First Congres-
sional District Convention, and a 
$10 for the 2016 Virginia Demo-
cratic State Convention.

There is no charge for those 
wishing to attend and vote at 
the caucus, she said. Doors will 
open at 6 p.m. for check-in and 
a social.

Caucus participants will be 
required to sign a standardized 
form stating that he or she is a 
Democrat, does not intend to 
support any candidate who is 
opposed to a Democratic nomi-
nee in the ensuing general elec-
tion, believes in the principles of 
the Democratic Party, and is a 

registered voter. 
The forms must be filled out 

at the caucus prior to participat-
ing. At 7:30 p.m. the doors to 
the caucus will be closed and no 
person may complete a form and 
participate in the caucus after 
that time with the exception of 
those persons in line at the time, 
said Mosher.

If only one person files for 
each delegate or alternate posi-
tion, the caucus will be canceled. 
In this event, the chairman will 
publicly announce the cancel-
lation, proclaim the individuals 
properly filed as the duly nomi-
nated delegates and alternates, 
and so advise those individuals.

For further directions, call 
Mosher at 366-2811.

Lancaster Democrats to select 
convention delegates on April 18

Find us on Facebook!
RRecord.com

Mon-Tues • 10-5
Wed-Fri • 10-6 

Sat • 9:30-5 

6630 Main Street
Gloucester
694-3100

When I visited my local polling place 
during the primary, the workers who 
were providing ballots, assistance and 
instruction were all talking about their 
healthcare and doctors, and they were 
all eating breakfast.

The two with whom I spoke apolo-
gized for talking with their mouths full 
of food. They dealt with me absent-
mindedly, however, and the worker 
merely tapped the ballot she wished me 
to pick up. 

 It seems to me that people should 
eat before they come to work, even if 
they are volunteers, and it seems to 
me that people should not talk with 
their mouths full of food. Your opinion, 
please.

Frustrated Voter
Dear Frustrated Voter,
It was, I hope, only momentary indiscretion that 

caused the poll workers to use their tables as sur-
faces for food, consuming their breakfast publicly 
and with full, talking mouths.

It was indeed inappropriate and disrespectful to 
the voting process, which is a privilege to be exe-
cuted with dignity. 

 The fact is that the volunteer’s day begins quite 

early, at 5 a.m., and so by the time most voters begin 
arriving, it is understandable that a breakfast break 
may be in order.

However, no precinct I have ever seen commends 
itself as being a very pleasant  location for dining. 
There is always another room out of public view 
wherein workers can eat, and there is always an 
opportunity to be relieved by another worker to do 
so. 

Another reader wrote complaining that the 
worker who was at the door when he entered his 
polling place made no attempt to be pleasant, 
merely asking Gestapo-style, “Do you have an ID?”

While she was doing her job, she missed the 
opportunity to do it with civility.

The vast majority who serve on election days 
are efficient and pleasant, and their performance 
is commendable. Unfortunately, momentary bad 
behavior can leave lasting unattractive impressions. 

So, let all of us who work those long, hunger-
producing hours at the precincts be sensitive to the 
need to keep our lesser instincts in check while we 
do our best to maintain poll-iteness (I  couldn’t help 
myself)!

Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited to e-mail your man-
ners questions, contact her at youarepolite1@veri-
zon.net, or visit  becauseyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

Because You Are Polite
                                         . . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 
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KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster Community Library’s 21st 
annual Sundays at Two lecture and entertainment series recently 
concluded.

On January 10, Page Henley informed a crowd of over 130 
people about life in 17th-century Virginia and the people who 
came to populate the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula, 
reported committee member Gloria Wallace.

Lauren Maupin delighted the audience on January 17 with an 
introduction to the fascinating collection of Australian Aborigi-
nal art at the Kluge-Ruhe Museum in Charlottesville, the only 
one of its kind in the U.S., said Wallace.

Charlotte Hollings and John Dunn, husband and wife owners 
of Calm Waters Rowing, captivated a full house on January 31 
with humorous stories of teaching rowing all over the world, as 
well as on Kamp’s Mill pond near Kilmarnock, said Wallace. 

On February 7, Stephen G. Burns, chairman of the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, reviewed the current state of nuclear 
power in the U.S. and how the accident at the Fukushima Dai-
ichi power plant in Japan has influenced present and future plans 
for nuclear power safety protocols, said Wallace.  

Karenne Wood, director of Virginia Indian Programs at the Vir-
ginia Foundation for the Humanities, gave an authentic account 
of Native Indian history on March 6, and described the influence 
of recent archeological discoveries on instruction of Virginia his-
tory in the classroom, said Wallace.   

Terry Ward captivated her audience on March 13 with tales of 
her adventures aboard a 37-foot fiberglass sailboat circumnavi-
gating the Norwegian archipelago, said Wallace.  

Ward described all aspects of her amazing arctic expedition—
nature and animals, land and sea, Norwegian towns and remote 
stations; hiking, diving, paragliding, as well as daily routines and 
interactions among the four-man international crew, she said.
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