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Waterfowl show makes a splash in White Stone
A crowd gathers above in the Woman’s Club of White Stone Clubhouse Saturday for the Rappahannock 
Carvers and Collectors Guild annual decoy contest, part of the 37th annual Rappahannock River 
Waterfowl Show held March 18-20 in White Stone. From left, William Bruce, Russell Fish and Chuck 

the White Stone Volunteer Fire Department. More coverage appears on page A4 and at RRecord.com. 
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Several area churches plan Easter sunrise services for Sunday, 
March 27. Listed here are those that provided information 

about their plans.
All of the services are open to the public and will be held at 

the hosting church unless otherwise noted. For more Holy Week 
observances, see the church pages, B6-8.

Easter sunrise services will be held by:

Morattico Road. 

Levelgreen Road, Lancaster. 

Bay Drive, Heathsville. 

the front steps of the sanctuary, weather permitting.

6 a.m.

Breakfast will follow. 

folding chair.

Stone.

Sunrise services
slated for Easter

-
nock Record will be closed on Good 

-
lines for submission of advertising 

-
tising. 

step towards a commercial makeover 

Development Block Grant proposal 
for a downtown revitalization project. 

Following a public hearing attended 

three resolutions associated with the 

approve the downtown revitalization 
plan, the second to approve a facade 
improvement program design and the 
third to approve submission of the 

-

Hubbard was absent. 

-

Following a closed session of coun-
cil, Hodges made a motion, which 
was seconded by Blankenship, to 

renegotiate an extension on an option 
to buy the old White Stone school 

-

a two-session local public hearing 

Rappahannock River between Lan-
caster and Middlesex counties.

Sessions will be conducted  at 2 

resources manager Andy Farmer. 

Richmond. Any person wishing to 
comment at these hearings should 

bailiff.
Written comments on the proposal 

All correspondence should be sent 
-

notices link and then click on submit 
comments button for case number 

proposes to replace part of the Har-

-

Farmer.
 For the river crossing, the pro-

posed project would replace a total 
of seven existing wooden H-frame 

-

galvanized steel H-frame structures 
that would be erected in the Rappa-
hannock River. As proposed, Line 

the bridge.

the approximate size of replacement 
structures, construction materials, 
and alternative routes may be found 

-

-

-

said Frere. 

with a senior center component and will offer small-business training 
programs.

-
-

oritized departmental requests for the 

window replacement was approved 

money was used to replace the build-

White Stone council sends
revitalization plan to the state

Town receives USDA funding

Record office
will be closed
on Good Friday

Planning commission sets hearing on proposed capital projects
by Audrey Thomasson

-
ing funds for a school security grant 
was also a priority. School operations 

is necessary in order for the district to 

funding for the three schools. 
Funds for replacement of one 

66-passenger school bus and one spe-
cial needs bus took the number three 

“Maintenance costs increase pro-

Mann said. “A replacement schedule 
of one bus per year means our oldest 

improvement and construction study 

school facilities committee determine 
the best direction for replacing or ren-
ovating schools, said Mann.

Additional projects followed, 

computer network upgrades at the 

-
ment of the high school air handler, 

county administration and health 

replacement of the roof over the 

renovations at the old jail and clerks 

striping the county parking lots at 

SCC to conduct transmission
line hearings in Kilmarnock

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

related to the revitalization project. 
According to Frere, the town is 

for a commercial renovation project 
that would include facade improve-
ments with painting and signage, 
landscaping, public parking areas 
and pedestrian improvements. Some 

renovations of the old school build-
ing, which the town plans to use as 
a commerce center to house a visitor 
center, Meals on Wheels program and 

programs to address job creation in 

continued on page A2

continued on page A2
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New Club in Kilmarnock

*Kickoff is Monday, March 28, 2016*
RCC Workforce Center at 6:30 p.m.

447 North Main Street., Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Want to improve your public speaking?

Come see what Toastmasters can do for you!

For more information contact Sherri Hill 
sherriehill@live.com

loan program. 

program in the downtown 

-

matching funds from business 
owners. 

“You recall the downtown 

properties in the project area 
that included some degree of 

-

-
mission. 

has been allotted for facade 

is a matching grant program, 
he said, which means if the 
total cost of the improvement 

-
givable loan through the grant 
and must provide the remaining 

typically overmatch the grant 
because they can see what their 

Davis. 

improvement is one thing we 
like to get going on right at the 

added. 
According to Frere, the town 

improvement agreements. 

the Emergency Management 
Department for a new head-
quarters building was not 
addressed.

After a public hearing, 
-

mended agricultural zoning 
district ordinance changes to 
the board of supervisors.

Hollowell urged the commis-
sion to adopt the changes, spe-

Also, members unanimously 

term of commission vice chair-

who became chairman at the 
February meeting.    

White Stone
continued from page A1

Planners
continued from page A1

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Marilyn ext. 11

-

is now accepting applications 
from waterfront homeowners 
for on-site shoreline inspec-
tions. 

-
tion, this program offers an 
integrated approach to shore-
line management that includes 
both control of upland run-off 
and analysis of erosion from 
wave action, tides and currents. 

advice on control of invasive 
plants,  management of existing 
vegetation, and additional plant 
selections.

into consideration all the ele-

planting close to the shore or 

who chairs the program.
“Many times, the best way to 

stabilize a bank and limit run-
off into the bay is to establish 
well-rooted, healthy plants that 
will hold the soil and absorb 
excess water. But bank condi-
tions are often challenging, and 
careful selection of appropriate 

said Lindsey.
When visiting a property, 

the shoreline team considers 
the impact of impervious sur-
faces, the  upland environment 
and vegetation, bank height 
and stability, and conditions 

-
owner will receive a copy of the 

the impact of Tropical Storm Joaquin at Windmill Point. From left are Barnes, Kathy 
Etchison, Nathalie Smith, Tami McCauley (half hidden), Kathy Powell and Hunter 
Sledd.

Shoreline Evaluation Program accepting 
applications for waterfront inspections

Guide to Shoreline Manage-

report that describes any con-
cerns and offers recommenda-
tions for improvements, she 
said. A soil test and a nutrient 
management report are also 
included.

begin until mid-April, when 
the weather is more reliable and 
new vegetation is starting to 
show. However, the schedule for 

and homeowners are encour-
aged to submit their requests 
as soon as possible to ensure a 
timely response.

“We can plan our visits much 

arrange convenient times with 
homeowners well in advance so 
we know when and where we 
need to go, and the manpower 

-

homeowners who are here only 
at the weekends. So, if you plan 

to request a visit, please contact 

Applications can be found 
at shorelinennmg.weebly.com. 

describing the property and any 
concerns the homeowner may 
have. 

and a check, together with the 
application and questionnaire, 

Lan-
caster school board and 
board of supervisors will 

today, March 24, to review 

Road, Lancaster.

Lancaster board 
of supervisors will hold a 
public hearing on a proposal to 
transfer ownership of county 
property to the school board. 

-

Ball Road, Lancaster.

between Lancaster Middle 
-

munity Library. 

Region appreciates the com-
munitywide partnership and 
support in response to the tor-

-

late last month.

multifaceted, leveraging the 
expertise of staff and volun-
teers across the region. 

-

preparation to assist residents 
-

ately following the storm, 
specialists were dispatched to 

-
icksburg, Hampton Roads and 
Richmond, in addition to local 
teams that operate in the area, 

Red Cross responds to Tappahannock tornado

Reginald Gordon, Esq.

included the provision of 
snacks and meals from the 

-
seling, and the delivery of 
other humanitarian services 
that are customary to the Red 

along with other area non-

organizations in a resource fair 

with community partners in the 
affected areas and working on 
plans for long-term recovery.  

-
able the donations received for 
the local community to the 
families and individuals in 
need. 

-

an effort to help them promptly 
begin the process of recovery.

new requests for assistance, 
said Gordon. Since that time, 
the case load has continued to 
grow as affected residents have 
sought assistance.

-
pouring of care and concern 

Gordon.

donations designated toward 

donations is approximately 

Moving forward, the Red 

agencies and advocates in the 
community that are organizing 
recovery efforts. At present, 

The Agenda
Local Government News
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The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE CONDUCT ESTATE SALES
&

Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

Congratulations to the winners of the

Prizes: $20 gift certificates to
The Box Boutique

Lilian Lumber Co. Inc.
Willaby’s

Rappahannock Record
Leprechaun Search Contest

Nell Casto
Sharon Delano
Margaret Kent

Thank you 
to our sponsors!

Lancaster  Sheriff Pat-
rick McCranie this week 
reported a misdemeanor charge 
against one individual.

A Gaskins Road man, 43, 
was charged March 18 with 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance.
Activity report

March 14: Staff received 
a walk-in complaint of the 
unauthorized use of a motor 
vehicle; and responded to the 
area of Gaskins and Weems 
roads for a report of weapons 
being discharged, and to the 
200 block of Johns Neck Road 
for a report of possible child 
abuse/neglect.

March 15: Staff responded 
with Kilmarnock Police 
Department to the 500 block of 

Solvers seeks information 
regarding the whereabouts of 

wanted for failing to comply 
with a court order.

Road, Lancaster.
-
-

passing.
Report related information 

to give your name or appear in 

used by law enforcement, you 
could receive a reward up to 

Jonte Artyne Towles

CRIME 
SOLVERS

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
North Main Street for a report 
of a wanted person from Essex 
County, resulting in a foot 
pursuit during the attempted 
apprehension, to the 700 block 
of Sage Hill Road for a domes-
tic disturbance, and to the 
1000 block of Beanes Road 
to assist emergency medical 
services (EMS) with an intoxi-
cated patient.

March 16: Staff responded 
to the 8500 block of Mary Ball 
Road to assist Virginia State 
Police with a vehicle search, to 
the 900 block of Beanes Road 
for a report of threats to harm 
another while using a weapon, 
to the 10600 block of Mary 
Ball Road for a two-vehicle 

block of Sycamore Lane for a 
possible burglary in progress; 
and received a walk-in com-
plaint of a worthless check. 

March 17: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Harris 
Road for the execution of 
an emergency custody order 
(mental patient), to the 600 
block of Rappahannock Drive 
for a report of disorderly 
person, and to the 100 block of 
Ronnoc Way for a civil com-
plaint involving an eviction 
notice.

March 18: Staff responded 
to the intersection of River-
wood Drive and Akins Lane for 

to the 200 block of Granville 
Bay Road for a report of rapid 

100 block of Whispering Pines 
Road for a single-vehicle traf-

March 19: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Bar Point 
Road to assist EMS with the 
rescue of persons due to an 
overturned kayak, to the 12200 
block of Mary Ball Road to 
assist EMS, to the 100 block 
of Jenkins Drive for a report 
of an assault, to the 1100 block 
of Oak Hill Road for report 

block of Bull Creek Drive for 

the area, and to the 2100 block 
of River Road for a report of a 
possible suicidal subject.

March 20: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of East 
Church Street to assist EMS, 
and to the 400 block of Green-
town Road for the report of a 
domestic assault.

Staff also conducted 10 
-
-

ists, recorded a deer strike 
accident, investigated 11 
building alarms, received 12 

three calls for animal control 
service.
Fire calls

Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 

Road and assisted EMS on a 
call on Yankee Point Road.

White Stone VFD responded 

Road and with Kilmarnock 
VFD to the smell of smoke in a 
commercial building on South 
Main Street.

Kilmarnock VFD also 

Mary Ball Road and on River-

smoke alarms on South Main 
and North Main streets, as 

Northumberland Sher-
iff James R. “Doc” Lyons 
this week reported charges 
against six individuals.
Felonies

with possession of a schedule 

drunk in public and breaking 
a telephone to prevent help 
being summoned.

on a capias to show cause for 
violating probation of a felony 
charge.
Misdemeanors

A Lancaster woman, 42, was 

counts of assault and battery.

attachment of the body for a 
pre-trial services violation. 

-

-

-

A Heathsville man, 26, 

destroying property.

Swinging On Stage
The Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts On Stage concert series hosted the Artie 
Shaw Orchestra at the Lancaster Middle School Theater on March 19. Playing a variety of 
songs from artists such as Cole Porter, Irving Berlin, Hoagie Carmichael and Artie Shaw 
himself, the band mixed bebop, cool jazz, and ballads to keep the audience swinging. 
Clarinetist Matt Koza (at the microphone above) leads the orchestra. Kathryn Farmer 
(left) was the guest vocalist. The 2016-17 On Stage series will conclude with a performance 
by Jane Monheit at 7:30 p.m. April 9 at the Lancaster Middle School Theater, 191 School 
Street, Kilmarnock. For advance tickets, visit rappahannockfoundation.org, or call 438-
5555. Photos by John Cann

an ordinance to authorize a town tax on real estate.

-

Gene Edmonds did not attend the meeting.

According to council, should a real estate tax be needed, the 
town will hold two additional public hearings on the tax rate.

Setting a tax rate would take place during budget planning over 
the next three months. Any rate that might be adopted would be 

Irvington adopts real
estate tax ordinance

by Audrey Thomasson

of the recent terrorist attacks in 

are being reminded of their con-
tinuing role in helping protect the 

-

-
ligence of any plot to conduct 

detecting and deterring suspi-
cious activity of all kinds within 

-
-

mitted to working closely with 
our local, state and federal public 
safety partners in protecting 

those living, working and visit-

are simply reminding our citizens 
to maintain a level of awareness 
and report any suspicious activ-

of Emergency Management 

launched the “See Something, 
-

ing app for suspicious activity, 

director Corinne N. Geller. 

enables concerned citizens to 
notify law enforcement of crimi-
nal activity by simply snapping 
and sending a photo or texting 

available for download to the 

-

-

can expect to see overhead mes-
sage boards advising motorists to, 
“Report any suspicious activity. 

-
lular phone connects a caller with 

-
sory will run statewide through 

Authorities remind citizens to 
be alert of suspicious activity

■

law prohibits burning before 4 

other flammable materials.
A violation of this law is a 

-

addition to the criminal viola-

to escape are liable for the 

well as any damage caused to 

virginia.gov.

■ Crime prevention

prevention and personal safety 

all program materials and light 

is required. Register at refuse.

■ Suicide prevention
-

Division in partnership with the 

regional suicide prevention task 

Green Road, Gloucester.
Registration is recom-

mended. Register at survey-

mpnn.state.va.us.

NEWS 
BREAK

Find us on Facebook!
RRecord.com

Northern Neck Shrine Club
Annual Oyster Roast

March 30

Lottsburg, VA

(Hot dogs & fried oysters available)
Purchase tickets from any Shrine member or call

Noble Walter Jackson (804) 769-2208

Want to buy a home but lack 
the down payment?

Consider a Lease Purchase Agreement

One story brick house, 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths hardwood floors, central heat/AC

Call for details 
804-436-2110 or 804-761-3015
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Tappahannock Tornado 
Relief Fundraiser

1st Place wins a King Carter Golf Membership
$40000 per team includes: Golf, lunch, after golf 
enjoy music by Faron Hamblin & Brian Fones 

of the Honky Tonk Heroes.
Raffle Tickets for sale - prizes include:
-  Kirk Cousins autographed jersey & football
-  Sunset Cruise w/ Crabbe’s Charter Fishing

-  Golf at Pinehurst Resort
-  Golf at Golden Horseshoe Golf Club

- Golf at Kingsmill Resort
-  Additional items from the Kilmarnock Inn,

Bush Park Camping Resort, Union Bank, Wood Preservers 
and more exciting things to come!

100% of proceeds donated via
the Tappahannock Rotary Club

Go online at KingCarterGolfClub.com 
and click on Tornado Relief Tournament

Stop feeding the deer 
from your garden!

550 N. Main St., Kilmarnock

Waterfowl
show

makes a 
splash in

White Stone

Ducks Unlimited Virginia state chairman Mike Lamberth (left) greets visitors at the 
Ducks Unlimited booth, where the winning entries in the 2016-17 Virginia State 
Migratory Waterfowl Conservation Stamp contest were displayed. The artwork for 
the winning stamp, painted by John Obolewicz of Powhatan, depicts a pair of Northern 
pintails. Obolewicz made his 28th appearance at the show.

There were critters of all 
kinds at last weekend’s 37th 
Annual Rappahannock River 
Waterfowl Show. Vince 
Ciesielski of Harrisburg, Pa., 
displayed his tiny carvings 
of birds and mice. 

Stuart Jones handles Remi, an 8-year-old yellow 
Labrador retriever, during a retriever demonstration. 
Conducted by the Old Dominion Retriever Club, the 
demonstrations on Saturday and Sunday were new to 
the show.  Remi is a master hunter with the club.

Judge Glenna Martin distributes the winning ribbons for 
the Bench class category of bird carvings.  

From left, Dana Welch admires carvings by Wayne Baker. The 37th annual 
Rappahannock River Waterfowl Show drew thousands to White Stone. View show 
slides at RRecord.com.

Artist David A. Davis of 
Williamsburg displays his 
lifelike red-tailed hawk.

Todd Cocker (standing) of the Virginia Waterfowler’s Association assists (from left) 
Logan Henley, Carson Miller and Dakota Erb with painting and drying decoys. 

Photos by Lisa 
Hinton-Valdrighi

The 38th annual 
Rappahannock River 

Waterfowl Show will be 
March 18 & 19, 2017, 
with a preview night

gala on March 17.

■

-

Grant applications and supporting documentation must be 

NEWS BREAK

■ Writing Lancaster history

Lancaster seeks writers to contribute original research articles 

-

RRecord.com
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www.kilmarnockinn.com

804-435-0034 *Please present this coupon

*Valid Monday - Thursday 8-11 a.m. Good for the month of March

Breakfast Special

2 for 1 
Breakfast Special 

Buy one breakfast get 
another for free*

Relax & Enjoy a Growing Tradition

Grand prize winners
The Childress family from Mechanicsville claim the 
grand prize salsa basket at the Animal Welfare League 
of the Northern Neck’s sixth anniversary celebration. 
The event was held March 5 at the AWL Thrift Shop in 
Kilmarnock. 

teacher and wine educator 

third in a four-part series that 
explores medicine, clothing, 
wine and food in the everyday 

reported education director and 

-
-

yards, including the famous 

“every householder doe yearly 
plante and maintaine ten 

He highlighted the story of 

from the Royal Society for the 

Square dancing party
Residents of the Lancashire Convalescent and Rehabilitation Center in Kilmarnock enjoyed an afternoon of square 
dancing on March 10. Members of the Stepping Stones from Syringa and the Square Pegs from Burgess provided the 
entertainment.

-

222 was omitted from a list of 
-

water Foundation grants for 

-

back former member, Elaine 
Moore, as its March guest 
speaker.

Moore is the owner and dec-
-

riors in Heathsville.  A former 

upon retirement, decided on 
a career that has interested 

-
rior design, reported member 
Elaine Griger.

Moore spoke on style and 
-

sonal style, using accents, and 
color are foremost in designing 
a comfortable, organized and 
fashionable home. She showed 
several before-and-after make-
over pictures.

Her business is a convenient 
in-home service which helps 

Parsons reviews early Virginia wine-making

Mark Parsons leads a wine tasting during a recent lecture 
at Historic Christ Church & Museum.

of original documents from 
the Royal Society related to 

through a tasting of several 

winery and a red named for 

Upcoming lecture

Foundation foodways inter-

-

Road, Weems. 

Encouragement of the Arts, 

-
try to make a “spirited attempt 

towards the accomplishment of 
their views, respecting wine in 

Moore brings style and design trends to meeting

From left are Jean Habib, Brenda Dodson, Elaine Moore 
and Judy Rossi.

you make the best choices for 
your lifestyle  taste and price 
range, said Griger.

Rossi were the door prize win-
ners of books on decorating 

and guests of the monthly 
game day, March 28. Begin-

and guests can enjoy bridge, 
mahjong and lunch at the club-

of the Spring Luncheon and 
Fashion Show, spoke on the 
work she and her committee 

will be provided by Wildest 
Dreams of Burgess and Foxy 

-
tion and basket raffle will be 
held. 

money for scholarships for 
local students. For tickets, visit 
Wildest Dreams or Foxy, or 

Addition

-

members welcomed guest 

director of the Mary Ball Wash-
ington Museum, to their Febru-
ary luncheon. 

the establishment of the museum 

have maintained a close relation-
ship over the years, said Fran 
Mickel. 

Hart updated members on 
recent improvements and renova-
tions to the historic building. She 
also reviewed the genealogical 
resources available to the public 

-
teers have access to many records 
and welcome those interested in 

researching family histories.
Hart also reported on the Lan-

reflect the theme of a colonial fes-
tival. Events will include profes-
sional storytellers, music of the 

-
tional games for children and an 
interactive scavenger hunt. 

Additional activities will fea-
ture blacksmith and weaving 
demonstrations. 

Following the discussion, 
the group enjoyed a sandwich, 
salad and dessert luncheon, said 
Mickel. 

on second Wednesdays at the 

From left, Kathy Gregory welcomes Karen Hart to the 
Women’s Club of Lancaster County February luncheon 
meeting.

Hart address women’s club

supplied by Moore.

club members for their mon-
etary donation to the Gleamers 
and Blenders food pantry in 
Burgess. He also briefly talked 
about the need for food, money 
and volunteers.

Rossi reminded members 

Newspapers bring learning to 

■
-
-
-

ville. Winners need not be present.

-
gue.com. 

NEWS BREAK
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It’s time to pick another favorite gospel 
song for Easter and we don’t have to search 
far. 

Just go to your music library and select 
Iris DeMent’s “Lifeline” compact disc, track 
10, “Near The Cross.”

In Christianity, the cross is a symbol of 
the atonement. It reminds Christians of 
God’s love and represents Jesus’s victory 
over sin and death—through his death and 
resurrection he conquered death itself. 

Easter is the Christian holiday celebrating 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

“Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross,” was 
written in the late 1860s by Fanny J. Crosby 
(1820-1915). However, like most hymns, it’s 
timeless. Crosby wrote over 8,000 hymns 
and is remembered as the “Queen of Gospel 
Song Writers,” and as the “Mother of 
modern congregational singing in America.”

Almost every hymnal in America includes 
her work, either under her byline, or one of 
almost 200 pen names she used. Her most 
popular works include “Blessed Assurance” 
and “To God Be the Glory.”

Crosby wrote “Jesus, Keep Me near The 
Cross,” to a tune already composed by W. 
Howard Doane. The two collaborated on 
many popular hymns.

 In addition to “Near the Cross,” DeMent 
includes “Blessed Assurance” and “Hide 
Thou Me,” also by Crosby, on “Lifeline.”

Regardless of how loud the congregation 
sings, whenever we turn to a song I’ve heard 
her record, it’s DeMent I hear.

As I copy these words, I hear her sweet 

voice and fabulous piano playing, or it 
could just be in my head. 

Near The Cross
“Jesus, keep me near the cross,
There a precious fountain;
Free to all, a healing stream,
Flowed from Calv’ry’s mountain. 
In the cross, in the cross,
Be my glory ever,
Till my raptured soul shall find,
Rest beyond the river.
Near the cross, a trembling soul,
Love and mercy found me;
There the bright and morning star,
Sheds its beams around me.
In the cross, in the cross,
Be my glory ever,
Till my raptured soul shall find,
Rest beyond the river.
Near the cross, O lamb of God,
Bring the scenes before me;
Help me walk from day to day,
With its shadow o’er me.
In the cross, in the cross,
Be my glory ever,
Till my raptured soul shall find,
Rest beyond the river.
Near the cross, I’ll watch and wait,
Hoping, trusting ever;
Till I reach the golden strand,
Just beyond the river.
In the cross, in the cross,
Be my glory ever,
Till my raptured soul shall find,
Rest beyond the river.”
He is risen, indeed!

To the point
I can’t believe I’m allowing 

myself to get sucked into writ-
ing another letter about global 
warming. Some readers, and 
probably the editor himself, 
must feel like their last nerve is 
being tormented by this subject. 
My apologies.

A recent writer cited the blog 
of “MIT scientist Roy Spen-
cer” to the effect that February 
2016 set a “new record” for 
global temperature increases. 
The writer claimed that we’ve 
reached a “troubling critical 
milestone” and we must, there-
fore, impose a carbon tax to save 
civilization.

In fact, Spencer works at the 
University of Alabama, not MIT, 
and his academic degrees are 
from the Universities of Michi-
gan and Wisconsin, not MIT.

More importantly, Spencer 
stated in his blog that the “Feb-
ruary warmth is likely being 
dominated by the warm El Nino 
conditions...” And in a follow-up 
blog, he said that “much of the 
exceptional... warmth in Febru-
ary was driven by... convective 
energy released by storms” and 
that El Nino seems to be the 
principal cause of it all; he even 
included some colorful charts to 
make his point. 

In neither blog did Spencer 
mention carbon dioxide, much 
less attribute any February 
warming effects to it.

Given that the purpose of the 
writer’s letter was to gin up sup-
port for a carbon tax, it is passing 
strange that he cited an authority 
who points the finger at El Nino 
and not carbon dioxide. 

Even more passing strange 
is the fact that the writer made 
no mention of Spencer’s views 
about the role of El Nino. Space 
doesn’t allow speculation about 
the reasons for this omission. 

On the positive side, I am 
pleased that the writer acknowl-
edges Spencer as an authority 
on climate science. He should. 
Spencer’s credentials are impec-
cable. 

Hank Hoover, 
White Stone

Climate warming
comments rebuttal

This past week two writ-
ers offer the usual “climate 
change” arguments, invariably 
appealing to “authority,” rather 
than to science. Unfortunately 
it is  “authority” which is in 
question.

The first writer assumes 
that anything emanating from 
the Heartland Institute must 
be “rot” and then offers his 
own links, which include 
Michael Mann, author of the 
thoroughly debunked “hockey 
stick” graph.  Michael Mann 
and most alarmists continue to 
insist, that the Medieval Warm-
ing Period (MWP) 1,000 years 
ago was merely a regional phe-
nomenon and not as warm as 
today. However, they have no 
evidence to support that claim, 
and there is considerable con-
trary evidence. 

Any interested lay person 
can find publicly available 
reports discussing recent evi-
dence exposed by receding 
glaciers, including Mendenhall 
in Alaska and another in the 
Swiss Alps. Both glaciers have 
exposed splintered tree trunks, 
still upright in their original 
position, dated 1,000 years old 

Racial problems
exist in our schools

I feel the need to address 
some issues that were not 
addressed in the previous edi-
tion of this paper concerning 
the school board meeting held 
March 8.

True indeed it was one issue 
that sparked the huge turnout, 
however, that was merely the 

If I see people I know working out 
when I enter the gym at the YMCA, 
should I say hello?  Make eye contact? 
Wave?  Or should I wait until I’m as 
sweaty as they are before noticing 
them?

Dee Dee, Kilmarnock
Dear Dee Dee,
As I often do, in order to be certain my advice 

is state-of-the-art, I checked with several revered 

sources about the etiquette of circumstances sur-
rounding sweat.

I found nothing. 
Apparently, either the subject is too abhorrent to 

mention, or it is in the “no sweat” category, or it is 
just not a national problem. However, I love your 
question and will answer it to best of my knowledge.

First, I think it is charming that you are so sensi-
tive to your fellow exercisers. Having myself been 
caught by friends dropping in while I am gardening 

and looking like a slightly soiled, damp dish rag, I 
understand the slight awkwardness sweat can elicit.

However, I am certain that those who you glimpse 
at the YMCA are not in that category. In fact, I 
would wager that most exercisers feel that sweat is a 
badge of honor. Something to aspire to—healthy, in 
fact. And then there is the fact that the YMCA gym 
is the home of sweat, and it is the dry person who 
is the odd one.

So, enter the gym, greeting those you know with 

eye contact, a brief hello, or a wave. Then get on 
those machines as quickly as possible so that you 
will feel both the burn and the exhilaration of being 
at one with the slightly damp crowd. 

Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited to e-mail your man-
ners questions to her and she will respond as time 
and space allow. You may contact her at youarepo-
lite1@verizon.net and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

Focal Point

Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

 

For nearly 15 years in Irvington, the corner 
of King Carter Drive and Winstead Lane has 
been an oasis of garden culture. There behind 
a classic white wooden picket fence with a 
ball and chair gate in the yard of Susan 
and Les Munro has sprung up a garden of 
astounding beauty. Perhaps I should not use 
the term, “sprung up,” inasmuch as Susan 
and Les have cultivated and manicured every 
square inch of their property, emphasizing 
the value and integrity of each planting.

Some established plants, such as the mas-
sive crepe myrtles, already were present, but 
the walkways, elaborate plantings, all tended 
with mulch, and green spaces are the prod-
ucts of the owners’ imagination, brought to 
reality. In winter the desolation of the plant 
stalks barren of leafage has its own charm, 
but in spring and summer the burst of new 
growth, followed by the colors of fall make 
the yard memorable year round.

Inside, Susan has conducted her own “cot-
tage industry,” serving her customers with 
custom framing of their mementos, works 
of art, children’s drawings, and all sorts of 

items deemed worthy of preservation in both 
modern and traditional frames.  Their own 
walls reflect her artistry in putting the correct 
surround on paintings that extend the artists’ 
conceptions into new dimensions.

Susan originates from New Jersey, and 
Les is a pure Scotsman, 
born in Glasgow, a short 
hop up the rail line from 
the original Kilmarnock, 
and educated at the Uni-
versity of Glasgow. Les 
first came to the United 
States as a camp coun-
selor in 1971. Happily, 
despite his decades of 
life in America, his voice 
retains the Scottish lilt, or should I say “Scot-
tish Brogue,” quite appropriate for someone 
who lives four miles from the American 
Kilmarnock.

Before coming to America, Les pursued a 
fascinating profession, taking yearlong over-
land tours from London to Cape Town South 
Africa. He and a colleague would leave 

London with a van load of 20-odd tourists, 
crossing the Channel by ferry, and then pro-
ceeding down the expanse of Europe, either 
through Spain to Gibraltar and across to 
Morocco or through Italy and over the Medi-
terranean to Libya. 

From those points 
they drove the length of 
Africa, touring as they 
progressed.  After arriv-
ing in Cape Town, they 
organized the reverse tour 
up the continent, back to 
Europe, finally ending 
in London. Les has said 
that he had to learn much 
about many aspects of 

life, from mechanical to medical, in taking 
care of the logistical, academic, recreational 
and health concerns of his tour participants.

Susan was one of the passengers on such 
a tour, which led ultimately to their wed-
ding in Nairobi, Kenya. Their sojourns ulti-
mately brought them to America, landing in 
the metropolis of Irvington, ironically not 

far from Susan’s high school chum, Barbara 
Hensler, one of the Northern Neck’s illustri-
ous residents of Wicomico Church.

The Munros are dedicated animal lovers, 
parents to two dogs and two cats. This week-
end the six of them are off on a new venture, 
moving to a second home they have owned 
for three years on the Yucatan Peninsula of 
Mexico near the Gulf of Mexico. After tra-
versing the entire spectrum of Europe and 
Africa, this forthcoming jaunt might seem 
simple, especially being without the neces-
sity of making all the details for a large 
group, but the concept is in keeping with 
both Susan and Les’ wanderlust, which was 
what brought them together in the beginning.

Susan and Les have brightened the North-
ern Neck these years by their presence and 
activities among us. Their new endeavor is 
in the tradition of their previous moves, as 
Susan says that they stay in any one place for 
about 14 years.  As they cast off, the theme 
song of another British émigré to America, 
Bob Hope, seems appropriate, “Thanks for 
the Memories.”  Bon Voyage!

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

Susan and Les have 
brightened the Northern 
Neck these years by their 
presence and activities 
among us.

Letters policy
Letters on current 
events and other 

topics of community 
interest are welcome. 
Please observe the fol-

lowing guidelines:
Do:

-
sible. Keep letters to 
300 words or less.

include your address 
and phone number 
for verification, or 
clarification, even when 
emailing the letter.
Do not:

matters.

private businesses.

thank you letters, mali-
cious letters, promo-
tional letters, anony-
mous letters, or letters 
addressed to someone 
else.

one letter in two con-
secutive weeks.

All letters are subject 
to editing for length, 
clarity, or potentially 
libelous statements.

feather that broke the camel’s 
back. Racism and unfairness 
has been a concern in the 
African American community 
and is one that has been brew-
ing for years.

There has been racial ten-
sions and division in our 
school system, just as it is 
across the U.S., that need 
to first be acknowledged and 
then fixed.

From the lack of African 
American teachers to the wide 
achievement gap between the 
races are issues that we must 
realize plague our schools and 
then attempt in every way to 
provide fairness and equality 
for all children.

I stand firm on the fact that 
the previous decision made 
by the board wasn’t racial, 
but that doesn’t negate the 
fact that we had and continue 
to have racial problems in our 
schools.

Problems cannot be fixed if 
we don’t first acknowledge that 
they exist. The huge turn out 
from the community should 
have alerted every one that this 
racial problem is indeed 
real, tiresome, and needs rec-
tifying. 

Kenya Moody,
Lancaster

Because You Are Polite. . . Let’s Talk Manners
by Ginger Philbrick 

in one case, and 4,000 years 
old in the other. Trees obvi-
ously do not grow near these 
latitudes any longer. There are 
also antique vineyards dating 
back to the MWP at more 
northerly latitudes than viable 
for grapes today.

Since it was warmer back 
then, with low co2, what is the 
basis for alarmists claiming 
that this warming is not also 
natural climate variation?

The second writer uses the 
fact that February was quite 
warm as his basis for pushing 
carbon taxes. He conveniently 
ignores the fact that Febru-
ary warmth is due to a natu-
ral repeating warming event, 
which even NASA admits, 
which began in mid 2015, and 
is known as an El Nino, not 
unlike the earlier one during 
1997-98.  

These periodic El Nino nat-
ural warmings are generally 
followed by La Ninas, cool-
ing periods. The 18-year trend 
from 1998 shows no additional 
warming until this El Nino.

Denis Ables,
Mollusk
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Now he’s helping people  
right here in our own community.

Board-certified general surgeon Wirt W. Cross, Jr., MD, has 
performed difficult surgeries under equally difficult conditions 
during service in the U.S. Navy. 

Now as he and his family return to the area, he’s bringing his 
capabilities – and his belief that surgery is a calling – to the 
people of the Northern Neck. Dr. Cross could have practiced 
general surgery, including hernia repair, gastrointestinal 
procedures and vascular surgery, just about anywhere.  
He chose to come here. To make an appointment with  
Dr. Cross, please call Riverside Surgical Specialists at  
804-443-6232.

DR. CROSS 
served his country  

all around the world.

(Reprints from the March 23, 1906, issue of 
the Virginia Citizen)

Lancaster  Courthouse
Herbert C. Hall, of King and Queen, was vis-

iting his old home here last week.
The condition of  Willard Hall improves but 

slowly.
Mrs. L. E. Brown and Miss A. M. Brown, 

who have been spending several months in 
Richmond with W. W. Pierce, have returned to 
their home.

Millenbeck
Paul Palmer of Morans, was here Sunday.
Raymond Dobyns, of Molusk, passed here 

one day last week en route from Richmond, 
where he and T. J. Downing have been on busi-
ness.

Frank Beane, of Baltimore is having a dwell-
ing built near Molusk.

Quite a large crowd attended court from here 
on Monday.

T. F. Warren has again opened up his store  
near here.

Iberis
W. S. Slater was in Baltimore last week, 

where he bought a good horse.

Misses Lillie Meekins, of Sharps, and Irene 
Davis, of Fisherman, after spending a week 
here, returned to their homes Saturday.

Schooner Albert, Capt. Scott, of Delaware, 
is this week loading lumber for B.H. Robinson 
on the Eastern Branch. Last week W.G. Beane 
shipped a cargo from the same place.

Several members of  N.B. Pruitt’s family are 
on the sick list.

Whealton  (Morattico)
Hon. John Curlett has returned  home.
Capt. and Mrs. E. L. Thomas and little daugh-

ters, McClain and Marrgaret, are visiting on 
Eastern Shore.

Jesse C. Oakley, the genial clerk of the 
Whealton Packing Co., is taking a few month’s 
vacation.

J. H. Whealton and daughter, Miss  Emma, 
are in Baltimore at this writing.

Mrs. E. L Winder has as her guests this week  
her mother and sister.

Mrs. L. M. Thomas, who spent the winter 
with relatives on the Eastern Shore, has returned 
home.

R. O. Norris and Dr. Willie Chowning  were 
seen in the village recently.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of 
the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

Do you remember?
This postcard mailed in 1927 depicts North Main Street in Kilmarnock near the current 
site of Hubbard Insurance. This entire section of town was destroyed in the March 

reported Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is 
a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum. 

Available for all platforms:

Get The
APP

and Stay Connected!

Go to: Rappahannockrecord.va.newsmemory.com

The Lancaster County 
Democratic Committee will 
meet Monday, March 28, at 
the Lancaster Community 
Library, 235 School Street, 
Kilmarnock. The meeting 
will open at 6:30 p.m. with a 
short social. 

The business meeting will 
begin at 7 p.m. Agenda items 
will include the Dining With 
Dems event April 30. 

The honored guest will be 
Attorney General Mark Her-
ring, the 47th and current 
Attorney General of Vir-
ginia. He is a member of the 
Democratic Party and previ-
ously served in the Senate of 
Virginia.

YESTERYEAR

Several months ago 
I fell and broke my hip. 
Since then, my daugh-
ter has been taking care 
of me and been doing a 
lot to help. I want to try 
and make things easier 
on her and really make 
her feel appreciated. Do 
you have any advice on 
what I can do to be a 
better care recipient?

How thoughtful of you to 
think of your daughter. You 
must have a good relationship 
with each other. 

Here are some tips on how 
you can help her as she is help-
ing you:

for yourself. Folding laundry 
or cleaning dishes every once 
in a while can be a big help.

who help you. It’s always a 

nice surprise to get a present 
or a hug.

-
eration and patience. Your 
daughter is new to care giving 
and can make mistakes. Be 
considerate and understanding.

Things are going to be differ-
ent, so try to adopt new prac-
tices and adapt to a new rou-
tine.

special memories. Plan events 
and fun things you can do 
together like baking together, 
or having a picnic, or having 
movie night. Remember that 
laughter really is the best med-
icine. 

thoughts. Not all days are 
going to be good ones, but 
try to stay positive and happy. 
Smiles are infectious, and can 

ANSWERS ON AGING
really help keep you both in 
good spirits.

-
tions. Your daughter may have 
a full-time job or a family of 
her own. Set your expectations 
at a reasonable level that works 
for both of you.

For answers to your ques-
tions on aging, visit seniornav-
igator.org.

Lancaster Democrats
will meet on Monday

Attorney General
Mark Herring

paper and 
online 

subscriptions 
435-1701

Call today to receive your paper
and/or online subscription!
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August 2015 • FREE
Places to go and things 
to do in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula

Inside:
Colonial Beach Trolley
The Chesapeake Breeze greeters
Ten things to do in West Point • Dining at the Kilmarnock Inn 

Fall/Holiday 2015 • FREE
Places to go and things 
to do in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula

Inside: 
  Stars of the show: Rappahannock River oysters
  The rod that broke the record
  10 Things to do in Montross
  Dining at the White Dog Bistro

September 2015 • FREE
Places to go and things 
to do in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula

Inside:
Bargain hunting on the Consignment Trail 
Oktoberfests: Beer, brats and music 
10 Things to do in Gloucester Courthouse
Dining at the Inn at Stratford Hall

From the Potomac Rivah to the York Rivah
A FREE guide 

to the Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula

Advertise in the May Rivah, the first 
of six issues for the 2016 season!

On newsstands April 28

SUPER SAVINGS for advertising in 
more than one issue!

- Advertising Deadline: April 15 -

Call the Rappahannock Record at 435-1701 
for more information!

It’s Rivah Time!

at the Rappahannock Garden 

Sharon Lempke evaluated the 
design entries and additional 
guests included members 

-

garden clubs, reported pub-

-

dous insights into the various 
projects and activities at the 

a great way to kick off our 
new year with an inspiring 

Fitzpatrick. Monthly host-
-
-

Ward, Bonnie Schaschek and 

Judging results
Design points were 

awarded to Deborah Brooks, 

Horticulture results were: 

Anita Shawver, 7. 
Food garden points were 

awarded to Deborah Burgess, 

Upcoming meeting

will speak on butterflies and 
pollinators, including details 
about the monarch butterfly 

is open to the public. Clem and Bonnie Schaschek.

Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs president opens Rappahannock Garden Club season

recently announced more 

from the Land and Water 

-

-

threatened by encroaching 
development in Arkansas, 

-

-

project for the acquisition of 

-
servation Fund helps states 
and local communities pro-

-
out the expenditure of tax-

-

-
tial part of preserving places 
that tell the story of one of the 
most impactful periods in our 

Acquisition Grants are funded 
through the Land and Water 

-
tion Fund has conserved land 
in every state and supported 
tens of thousands of state and 

primary source of income 
derives from fees paid by oil 
and gas companies drilling 
offshore in waters owned by 
the American people.

full funding for the Land and 

and pursuing permanent 
authorization in annual man-

Acquisition Grants are 

-

dozen programs administered 

that provide states and local 
communities technical assis-
tance, recognition and fund-
ing to help preserve their own 
history and create close-to-
home recreation opportuni-
ties.

-
-

vation of Revolutionary War 

Grants are awarded to units 
of state and local governments 
for the fee simple acquisition 
of land, or for the non-federal 
acquisition of permanent, 
protective interests in land 

-

partnership with state or local 
government sponsors.

National Park 
Service awards 
$5.3 million
to protect Civil 
War battlefields


