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‘Rhapsody in Blue’ slated Sunday
Guest conductor Joshua Hong (above) leads the Northern Neck Orchestra and piano soloist Arline 
Hinkson in concert March 6 at St. Clare Walker Middle School in Middlesex. The winter concert featured 
music by Aaron Copland, George Gershwin and Antonin Dvorak. The program will be repeated at 3 
p.m. Sunday, March 13, at the Northumberland High School Theater, 201 Academic Lane, Heathsville. 
Tickets are available at northernneckorchestra.org/tickets, or the door. Students are admitted free 
with online reservations. Photo by Kent Eanes

LANCASTER—Lancaster High School principal Erskine Morgan has 
resigned.

According to a letter sent to Lancaster High School parents Monday, 
superintendent Steven Parker on March 4 accepted a resignation letter 
from Morgan. Parker also granted Morgan a requested leave of absence. 

“While change is difficult, especially in a school, it often leads to 
opportunity for growth,” wrote Parker. “We are looking at this as such 
an opportunity. Please rest assured that the well-being of your children 
is of paramount concern to me, as is the continued academic success of 
each and every child.

“We are looking for a suitable administrator to serve as an interim 
principal as we begin the process of identifying and hiring a principal to 
continue the changes we have begun to see in our school. I am confident 
that, together, we will be able to move forward as a community, a school 
division and a school.”

Parker continued to say that as with any personnel matter, he is limited 
to what he can share. 

The Lancaster school board was expected to take action on the resig-
nation March 8, after the newspaper deadline.

LHS principal resigns

Begins at 2 a.m. March 13

LANCASTER—It’s not unusual 
to hear a lot of rhetoric from politi-
cal candidates anxious to win votes; 
the trick is electing someone who will 
stand behind their words. Lancaster 
County Sheriff Patrick McCranie is 
delivering results just two months into 
the job.

McCranie and his family took a big 
risk when he quit his job as a veteran 
law enforcement officer and chaplain 
with Virginia State Police just months 
shy of retirement in order to run for 
sheriff. With two children in school, 
his wife, Shauna, became the primary 
financial supporter through her job in 
Northumberland public schools.

Years of community service, such 
as two terms on the Lancaster school 
board and leading the local Troopers 
on Patrol for Students (TOPS) cam-

WEEMS—Only a few citizens 
addressed the Lancaster school board’s 
proposed $16,601,599 budget for next 
year during a hearing March 1.

The school board was expected to 
take action on the budget at its March 
8 meeting, after the newspaper dead-
line.

 “I don’t think anybody didn’t get 
what they asked for,” said superinten-
dent Steven Parker. 

Budget highlights, according to 
Parker, include the addition of a spe-
cial education teacher at the primary 
school, a career technical education 
teacher at the high school and another 
guidance counselor at the high school; 
early childhood education, signing 
bonuses for new hard-to-fill teaching 
positions, a $70 per month increase 
in health insurance contribution per 
employee and salary increases.  

“Fewer people are entering teach-
ing as a profession,” said Parker. 
“The Radford teaching program is 
among the best in the state and they 
only graduated six teachers last year 
in hard-to-fill courses; this year there 
are zero. We need to create our own 
teachers.”

The proposed budget includes 

Few comment at hearing on $16.6 million school budget

WHITE STONE—The price of ciga-
rettes bought in White Stone will rise by 
ten cents on June 1, 2016. 

Council voted unanimously last 
Thursday to increase the town cigarette 
tax from 15 cents per pack to 25 cents 
per pack after a second reading of the 
amended ordinance.

There was no opposition from the 
public; in fact no one spoke for or against 
the increase.

Jennifer Hodges made the motion to 
amend the ordinance with the ten cents 
increase to take effect June 1 and Irving 
Brittingham made the second. Voting in 
favor were Hodges, Brittingham, Paul 
Elbourn, Joe Sliakis, William Hubbard 
and Kelli Blankenship. Councilman 
Blair Kenyon was absent.   

by Tom Kimmitt $10,000 for four signing bonuses of 
$2,500 for hard-to-fill teaching posi-
tions. These teachers will receive a 
total of $7,500 paid out over three 
years or  $2,500 annually. The annual 
payments are to be paid back if the 
teacher does not complete the year, 
explained Parker. 

Secondary math, physics, foreign 

languages and special education are 
considered hard-to-fill teaching posi-
tions.  

“Most importantly, it adds a 3% 
increase plus a step for teachers. 
That brings us to the extent that the 
salary committee from last year rec-
ommended that we raise our salary 
scale,” said Parker. “It includes a 2% 

increase for all other staff—that would 
be administrators, teachers who are off 
the scale, custodial, bus drivers, caf-
eteria workers, everyone in the divi-
sion with the exception of Dan [assis-
tant superintendent Dan Russell] and 
myself. That is based on the proposed 
salary increase for county employees.” 

The proposed budget represents an 
increase of $602,241 over the current 
budget.
Public comments

“Can you explain how this process 
works?” asked Susan Pittman.  

“We basically had the budget pre-
sented to the school board at the last 
meeting,” said board chairman Dr. 
Robert Westbrook. “This is where we 
hear from the public. After the public 
speaks, the board is going to address 
whatever it wants to address, but 
essentially, if there aren’t any major 
heartburns, I think we’re going to pass 
this budget. We’re going to do it in 
March at our next meeting. I suspect 
that we would so that we can then go 
on to the board of supervisors to see 
about them.”

  As suggested, a budget commit-
tee was appointed to go through this 
process, said Russell. The budget 
committee is comprised of citizens 
George Bott, Charlie Costello and 

Jack Larsen.  
Costello, William Smith and CD 

Hathaway expressed concern for spe-
cial needs students including those 
who were in special education, those 
having trouble completing course 
requirements, or those passing Stan-
dards of Learning tests. 

 “What are the stats for students set 
back because they didn’t make the 
cut?” asked Westbrook. 

“A child who is retained one grade 
is 70% less likely to graduate high 
school. A child that is retained two 
grades is 100% less likely to gradu-
ate,” said Parker. 

“Cost estimates show that every 
dollar you spend on early intervention 
will save $7 to $12 in future spend-
ing, special education services, incar-
ceration and welfare. Early childhood 
intervention prepares them better,” 
said Russell. 

Lancaster County Sheriff
Patrick McCranie

Sheriff McCranie grows into job in first few weeks

White Stone increases
cigarette tax 10-cents;
budget work to begin
for committee in April

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi In other business, council voted unani-
mously, 6-0, to accept a $1,000 bid from 
Ransone’s Nursery to remove a stump 
and plant a 12-foot white pine tree, with 
a year of maintenance, in the village 
green. The tree will serve as the town’s 
Christmas tree. Sliakis made the motion 
to accept the bid and Blankenship sec-
onded it. 

Mayor Randy Reeves proposed dedi-
cating the tree to the Hubbard family, 
which has played such a major part in 
White Stone town government. The tree 
also will be on land belonging to the 
Hubbards. Sliakis introduced a motion 
to dedicate the tree to the Hubbards, 
Hodges offered a second and the board 
voted unanimously, 6-0. 

During his report to council, town 
manager Patrick Frere recommended the 

by Audrey Thomasson paign since 2004, gave him a jump 
start in the hard-fought battle against 
three challengers last fall. McCranie 
was successful in garnering over 52% 
of the votes. 

After taking office January 1, he 
was greeted with some immediate 
challenges—piles of paperwork and a 
four-week deadline to develop depart-
ment budgets for Lancaster County 
and the State Compensation Board. 

“I felt like I was beaten by a board 
on the first day,” he said. 

With the help of his predecessor, 
Ronnie Crocket, and secretary, Ally 
Ward, McCranie and his second in 
command, Major Bill Webb, tackled 
the paperwork and budgets and met 
the January 30 deadlines.

McCranie reviewed every category 
of the budget, adjusting numbers to 
better reflect what was needed and 
being spent. He credits long hours 

and weekends with his rapidly gray-
ing hair and weight loss. But it did not 
dampen his enthusiasm.

“I love it. I look forward to coming 
in to work every day,” he admits. 

During the campaign, McCranie 
told voters he was not the kind of man 
who could sit behind a desk every 
day. True to his word, he was out on 
the road during winter snow events 
helping road officers work traffic 
accidents and emergency calls. 

Those who happen to have business 
in the Lancaster County Circuit, Gen-
eral District or Juvenile and Family 
courts will see him assisting bailiffs. 

Working with the Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Department and Vir-
ginia State Police, he was on the front 
line of multiple teams that rounded up 
and arrested nearly two dozen suspects 
February 9 on charges of drug traffick-
ing across the lower Northern Neck. 

“If anyone wants to do drugs in 
Lancaster, we’ll be glad to arrest 
you,” he promises.

An open relationship with the 
Warsaw troopers’ office allows him 
to just pick up the phone and ask for 
help, whether he needs access to addi-
tional assets for surveillance and drug 
buys or extra manpower. 

“Teamwork and cooperation is 
important,” said McCranie. “It’s a 
win-win as long as the job is done.” 

He believes in leading by example 
and has cracked down on employees 
who became complacent and unpro-
ductive.  

Department changes range from 
simply renaming the investigative 
unit to the detective division, to rein-
stituting K-9 teams. One canine is 
currently in training with the New-
port News Police Department, “…at 

SHERIFF continued on page A2

TOWN, continued on page A2
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connections

fiscal year 2017 budget process 
begin in April with the finance 
committee reviewing the town’s 
revenues. He suggested council 
tackle the anticipated expenses in 
May and plan for a public hear-
ing and adoption of the budget in 
June. 

Frere also suggested delay-
ing town vehicle tag sales until 
April. The tags will be sold April 
4 through 11 at the Town Hall, 
433 Rappahannock Drive, White 
Stone. 

WHITE STONE—The White Stone Town 
Council on March 3 received positive input regard-
ing a proposed downtown revitalization project. 

Two of the 20 people at last week’s public hear-
ing on a proposed Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) application spoke in favor 
of the project. 

White Stone business owner and former Mayor 
Lloyd B. Hub-
bard said he was 
“totally in support” 
of the project and “I 
applaud council for 
their efforts.”

Hubbard is also 
the president of the 
White Stone Busi-
ness Association, 
which is enjoying a resurgence in anticipation of 
the downtown project. 

“I’m a true native of White Stone,” said lawyer 
Ammon Dunton Jr. “I’m so happy to see White 
Stone finally addressing the most important thing 
in our lifetime and our children’s lifetime.”

Dunton, whose business, Dunton, Simmons and 
Dunton, is one of the oldest in White Stone, has 
been a supporter of both the residential and com-
mercial projects since the process began nearly 
two years ago. 

“I’m sure the town will be behind you,” he said. 
The public hearing was the second of three 

required before the town can submit a CDBG 
application to the Virginia Department of Hous-
ing and Community Development on March 23. 
Another public input session is scheduled for 6 
p.m. Thursday, March 17,  at the Town Hall, 433 
Rappahannock Drive, White Stone. 
Project details

Jerry Davis, director of the the Northern Neck 
Planning District Commission, walked the public 
through the proposed project with a list of pro-
jected improvements to the business district. 
According to Davis, facade improvements will 
be made to businesses along Rappahannock and 
Chesapeake drives, along with demolition of 
blighted structures within the project area. New 
signage and improvements such as landscaping, 
street furniture and pedestrian crosswalks will be 
added. A marketing website and marketing plan 
will be created and murals will be painted. 

A second phase of the project is the acquisi-
tion of the old White Stone School Building, 606 

Chesapeake Drive, using CDBG funds. The town 
already has an option to purchase the building 
and has submitted a loan application to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) to establish 
The White Stone Cultural and Commerce Center. 

The CDBG application needs to address the 
elimination of blight, either physical or economic, 
which it does, said Davis. It also needs to show 
benefits to low- and moderate-income persons. 

“We are proposing the acquisition and reno-
vation of the old 
school building as 
part of the appli-
cation,” he said. 
“Some of the activi-
ties proposed at the 
school will benefit 
low- to moderate-
income persons.” 

The proposed 
commerce center will house a visitor center, Meals 
on Wheels program, Bay Transit and offer small 
business-training programs that will address job 
creation in White Stone, Lancaster County and the 
Northern Neck. 

Davis said the “very competitive” grant pro-
gram offers about $10 million in funding state-
wide and includes 25 to 30 applicants.

Davis also said participation is documented 
throughout the process including public support 
and the attendance at public meetings. 
Related action

Town manager Patrick Frere urged business 
owners in White Stone to sign up as soon as pos-
sible for the facade participation program. The 
town would like to have all the facade participa-
tion agreements signed by March 17 and any town 
business owner is eligible. The agreements are 
available today (March 10) from 2 to 5 p.m. in the 
Town Hall and from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 15. 

In a related matter, Frere told council “two major 
things happened” in February regarding the town’s 
proposed residential rehabilitation and public 
sewer project. A $750,000 grant application was 
submitted to the Virginia Department of Environ-
mental Quality and the town should hear on that 
application by April 15. That money would help 
to install some 106 grinder pumps for the project. 

Also a revised engineering report regarding a 
sewer application has been resubmitted. Some $2 
million in grant money and another $770,000 in 
loan money from the USDA’s Rural Development 
program is at stake.

no charge,” he adds, and there 
are future plans to add a patrol 
K-9 unit. 

Improving department effi-
ciencies is under way. Major 
Webb is chief deputy and 
public information officer. 
He oversees time and training 
records and writes grants. He 
also fills in as court bailiff.

Lt. David Hudson heads 
up the patrol division, man-
ages department accredita-
tion and is a site manager for 
accreditation of other agen-
cies around the state. 

The appointment of David 
Cromer as department chap-
lain was recently put to use 
during a difficult and sensi-
tive case.

According to the sheriff, the 
O’Gara Group in Montross, a 
military training facility for 
offshore troops and police, 
has agreed to provide active 
shooter training at their facil-
ity for first responders at no 
cost. 

Claiming first-hand expe-
rience in straying a little off 
course in his youth, McCra-
nie is all about building kids’ 
self-esteem and helping guide 
them on the right path. He’s 
visited the Boys & Girls Club 
of the Northern Neck and has 
asked officers to “…please go 
there, talk to them, and spend 
a few minutes with them…
even just shooting basket-
ball.” 

He has a quarterly meet-

From left, Major Bill Webb, Detective Brian O’Bier and 
Sheriff Patrick McCranie display some of the weapons 
recently recovered from break-ins. 

White Stone revitalization
project gains momentum

“I’m so happy to see White Stone finally 
addressing the most important thing in 
our lifetime and our children’s lifetime.”

—Ammon Dunton Jr., White Stone
businessman and attorney

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Sheriff McCranie
continued from page A1

ing with school superinten-
dent Steve Parker and has 
already met with a citizens 
committee that includes Tom 
Coye, Kelvin Evans, retired 
Gen. Jack Sheehan, Rev. Kim 
Bunns, Parnell Waddy and 
Jimmy Kenner.

The sheriff describes them 
as his eyes and ears for the 
neighborhoods in directing 
“us in what we can do better.” 

Lt. Tim Self continues to 
head the detective division 
which was recently credited 
with recovering a number of 
weapons from crimes that 
began last October.

That case involved one 
individual who stole 28 weap-
ons from a home in Dymer 
Shores and hid them in the 
woods, according to detective 
Brian O’Bier. Additionally, a 
break-in at Kilmarnock Auto 
Clinic resulted in the theft of 
additional weapons.

“The detective division has 
been very busy since January 
1, working up a lot of cases,” 
added McCranie.

He also is working closely 
with Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Jan Smith to bring justice 
to victims of crime.

McCranie may be new to 
the sheriff ’s office, but he is 
already proving that he will 
be tough on crime in Lan-
caster County.

Town to begin budget process
continued from page A1

Frere asked that the budget 
preparation and town tag sales 
be delayed because of the town’s 
deadlines associated with Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant applications. 

During the public com-
ment portion of the meeting, 
Roy Carter asked the council to 
join the towns of Kilmarnock, 
Irvington and Urbanna in adopt-
ing a resolution asking Virginia 
Dominion Power to place electric 
wires underground instead of on 

towers along the Robert O. Norris 
Jr. Memorial Bridge. Carter said 
it’s his understanding that having 
the wires placed underground 
would “cost us no more than five 
cents [more] per month.” 

“The bridge is very signifi-
cant,” he said. Its likeness is on 
signs, banners, in photos in the 
newspaper. “It is an investment.”

White Stone businessman 
and attorney Ammon Dunton 
Jr. agreed, saying “I encourage 
the town to adopt a resolution to 
oppose the overhead wires and 
the towers.”

Council took no action regard-
ing the requests.

KILMARNOCK—Following several instances in which large 
trucks trying to enter or leave the eastern end of Cralle Court 
have caused damage to their vehicles and/or to adjacent prop-
erties, the Town of Kilmarnock is making Cralle Court a “no 
through trucks” street.

Businesses along Cralle Court from Main Street to School 
Street have been advised that effective Tuesday, March 15, the 
eastern end of Cralle Court will be closed to all trucks larger than 
pickups, reported town manager Tom Saunders. This is the por-
tion of Cralle Court that connects with Main Street.

Signs will be erected by that date at both ends of the “No 
Trucks” section of street, he said. 

This action is being taken as a safety measure following several 
recent incidents along Cralle Court businesses, added Saunders. 
The area is not a Virginia Department of Transportation roadway 
but one which Kilmarnock has jurisdiction over.

No trucks allowed on Cralle Court
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

“Come join us--we’re going places”

CANADA-NEW ENGLAND

Royal Caribbean Grandeur of the Seas
A spectacular fall cruise

with many interesting ports of call
Deposit $450 per person at time of booking

Final June 30, 2016. 

September 15-24, 2016
Round trip from Baltimore

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE CONDUCT ESTATE SALES
&

Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

NOW!

Lancaster Sheriff Pat-
rick McCranie this week 
reported misdemeanor charges 
against three individuals.

A Christ Church Road 
woman, 52, was charged Feb-
ruary 29 with violation of a 
protective order.

A Riverwood Drive man, 
44, was charged March 6 with 
three counts of contempt of 
court.

A James Lane man, 27, was 
charged March 6 for being 
drunk in public.
Activity report

February 29: Staff 
responded to the 600 block 
of Lancaster Creek Drive for 
the report of a burglary, to a 
walk-in complaint of obtain-
ing money by fraud, to a traffic 
crash on the Robert O. Norris 
Jr. Memorial Bridge, to the 
200 block of Old Mill Cove 
Road for the report of reckless 
driving, and to the 300 block 
of Rappahannock Drive for a 
report of a worthless check.

March 1: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Old Field 
Road for the report of credit 
card larceny and fraud, and to 
the 11000 block of Mary Ball 
Road for suspicious activity in 
the area; and received a walk-
in complaint of a stolen cell 
phone at the100 block of Lan-
caster Drive.

March 2: Staff received a 
walk-in complaint of vandal-
ism to a vehicle that occurred 
at 3300 block of Lara Road.

March 3: Staff responded 
to the area of Oak Hill Road 
for a report of speeding vehi-
cles, and to the area of Weems 
Road for a reported traffic 
hazard.

March 4: Staff responded 
to the 400 block of Gaskins 
Road for a reported verbal 
domestic disturbance, to a call 
for a suicidal mental subject; 
responded to the 2200 block of 
Morattico Road for a domestic 
disturbance, to the 300 block of 
James Lane for a domestic dis-
turbance, to the area of Carl-
son Road for a single-vehicle 
traffic crash, and to a report of 
loitering at the 6000 block of 
Mary Ball Road.

March 5: Staff responded 
to the 6000 block of Mary Ball 
Road for suspicious activity by 
two males, to the 600 block of 
Crawfords Corner Road for an 
attempted fraud by false pre-
tenses, and to the 100 block 
of Washington Street for a 
domestic disturbance.

March 6: Staff responded 
to the area of Gunther Lane for 

KVFD extinguishes auto on fire
A possible disaster was averted last Thursday, March 3, when the Kilmarnock Volunteer 

Irvington Road, Kilmarnock. At around 5:30 p.m. a call came in that a car was smoking 
at the gas pump, said chief Roy Hall. Firemen arrived on the scene with a tanker and an 

he said. Although the car was totaled, there were no injuries and no damage to the 
station pumps or facilities, he said. Firemen were on the scene for about 30 minutes. 
Photo by Matt Stevens

Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks information 
regarding the whereabouts of two individuals.

Linwood Maurice Neal Jr., 25, is wanted for probation 
violation on a felony distribution of controlled substance 
charge. 

Neal has short black hair, brown eyes and a tattoo around 
his neck. He is 5-feet,11-inches tall and weighs 180 pounds. 
His last known address is 425 Airport Court, Highland 
Springs. 

James Milton Veney, 43, is wanted for probation violation 
on a felony charge of possession of a controlled substance. 

Veney has black hair, brown eyes and a tattoo on his left 
arm. He is 5-feet, 6-inches tall and weighs 193 pounds. His 
last known address is 2113 Newton Road, Hampton. 

Report information on either individual at 462-7463. You 
will not have to give your name or appear in court. If your 
information is used by law enforcement, you could receive a 
reward up to $1,000. Do not try to apprehend either of them.

Crime Solver #1479 is urged to call for a reward.

CRIME SOLVERS

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Linwood M. Neal Jr. James M. Veney

the report of a reckless driver, 
to the 5300 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a report of suspi-
cious activity (subject wear-
ing a mask), to the 100 block 
of White Marsh Lane for a 
reported trespasser, to the 100 
block of Jones Drive for the 
report of a wanted person at 
that location, to the intersec-
tion of Lumberlost and Black-
stump roads for a report of 
weapons being discharged, and 
to assist Kilmarnock Police 
Department with a domestic 
disturbance at the 400 block of 
South Main Street.

Staff also conducted 12 
traffic stops, issued two sum-
monses, assisted six motor-
ists, recorded a deer strike 
accident, investigated seven 
building alarms, logged an 
inmate transport, received five 
911 hang-up calls, and fielded 
a call for animal control ser-
vice.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a fire 
alarm on Old Fairgrounds Way, 
a vehicle fire on School Street 
and a traffic crash on Cross 

SALUDA—The body of 
Kevin C. Blake of Topping 
was recovered from the Chesa-
peake Bay Sunday, February 
28, near Northampton County 
on the Virginia Eastern Shore.

Blake, 51, had been last seen 
at about 11 p.m. February 20 
in Topping, according to a post 
on the Middlesex County Sher-
iff ’s Office Facebook page.

During the week follow-
ing his disappearance, Blake’s 
empty boat was found on the 
Rappahannock River by the 
Virginia Marine Police, which 
joined the Middlesex sher-
iff ’s office and the U.S. Coast 
Guard in searching for Blake.

WARSAW—Three Northum-
berland County residents were 
killed Monday in a single-vehi-
cle crash in Richmond County. 
The crash occurred at 8:14 a.m. 
on Route 360 west bound, 3/10 
mile west of Route 607, reported 
Virginia State Police spokesman 
Sgt. Stephan M. Vick.

VSP Trooper O. Moody is 
investigating the crash.

Vick said a 1996 Oldsmobile 
was traveling west on Route 
360 when the vehicle ran off 
the road to the right, traveling 
about 550 feet, striking a tree 
and catching fire. Troopers and 
deputies immediately arrived on 
scene and pulled all three occu-
pants from the burning vehicle. 
CPR and life-saving techniques 
were administered until fire and 
rescue units arrived.  

The driver of the 1996 
Oldsmobile, Lewis R. Ashton, 
80, and his two passengers, Gar-
nett W. Wilson, 83, and Mabel G. 
Wilson, 80, all of Northumber-
land County, died at the scene. 

Garnett Wilson was wearing 
a seat belt; his wife, Mabel, was 
not. Ashton was wearing a seat 
belt.

Speed and alcohol are not 
considered factors in the crash, 
which remains under investiga-
tion.

KING & QUEEN—An 
Essex County woman was killed 
March 7 in a single-vehicle 
crash in King & Queen County. 
The crash occurred at 5:19 p.m. 
on Route 360 west bound ½ mile 
west of Newtown Road, reported 
Virginia State Police spokesman 
Sgt. Stephan M. Vick.

VSP Senior Trooper J. Wilson 
is investigating the crash.

Vick said a 1998 Chevrolet 
Cavalier was traveling west on 
Route 360 when it ran off the 
road to the right, struck a tree 
and rolled several times ejecting 
the driver (sole occupant). 

The driver of the Chevrolet, 
Georgina M. Flick, 69, of Essex 
County died at the scene. She 
was not wearing a seatbelt.   

The crash remains under 
investigation.

Body of 
missing 
Topping
man found

Three are 
killed in
auto crash

Woman dies
in accident

■ Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol and Rifle Club will sponsor Refuse 

To Be A Victim, a crime prevention and personal safety semi-
nar, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 12 at Lancaster Community 
Library, 235 School Street, Kilmarnock.

The fee is $35, which includes all program materials and light 
refreshments. Pre-registration is required. Register at refuse.
nra.org/refuse-to-be-a-victim.aspx; rprclub.com; 410-5905 or 
NNRTBAV@gmail.com. 

■
Virginia’s 4 p.m. Burning Law continues to April 30. This law 

prohibits burning before 4 p.m. if the fire is in, or within 300 feet 
of woodland, brushland or fields containing dry grass or other 
flammable materials.

A violation of this law is a Class 3 misdemeanor punishable by 
up to a $500 fine. In addition to the criminal violation, those who 
allow a fire to escape are liable for the cost of suppressing the fire 
as well as any damage caused to others’ property. To learn how to 
become “firewise,” visit dof.virginia.gov.

NEWS BREAK

Hills Road.
Northumberland Sher-

iff James R. “Doc” Lyons 
this week reported misdemeanor 
charges against nine individuals.

A Lottsburg man, 24, was 
charged February 27 with fail-
ing to appear in the Northum-
berland County General Dis-
trict Court.

A Callao man, 65, was 
charged March 2 with a capias/
attachment of the body for fail-
ing to report to Northern Neck 
Regional Jail for weekend con-
finement.

A Colonial Beach woman, 
22, was charged March 3 with 
assault and battery and crimi-
nal trespassing.

A Lottsburg woman, 28, was 
charged March 3with three 
counts of assault.

A Hague woman, 25, was 
charged March 4 with four 
counts of animal cruelty, four 
counts of no county tags for 
her dogs and four counts of 
failure to vaccinate.

A Farnham man, 31, was 
charged March 4 with trespass-
ing after being forbidden to do 
so. This was a Northumberland 
County warrant served by the 
Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Office.

A Heathsville woman, 38, 
was charged March 4 with a 
vicious dog summons and a 
summons for failing to license 
a dog before February 1.

A Callao man, 20, was 
charged March 4 with purchas-
ing/consuming alcohol under 
age. This was a Northumber-
land County warrant served by 
the Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Office.

A Lancaster County man, 
44, was charged March 6 with 
a capias/attachment of the body 
for failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County Juvenile 
and Domestic Relations Court. 
This was a Northumberland 
County warrant served by the 
Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office.
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riversideonline.com

Now he’s helping people  
right here in our own community.

Board-certified general surgeon Wirt W. Cross, Jr., MD, has 
performed difficult surgeries under equally difficult conditions 
during service in the U.S. Navy. 

Now as he and his family return to the area, he’s bringing his 
capabilities – and his belief that surgery is a calling – to the 
people of the Northern Neck. Dr. Cross could have practiced 
general surgery, including hernia repair, gastrointestinal 
procedures and vascular surgery, just about anywhere.  
He chose to come here. To make an appointment with  
Dr. Cross, please call Riverside Surgical Specialists at  
804-443-6232.

DR. CROSS 
served his country  

all around the world.

CORRECTION ABOUT YOUR FIREARMS 
RIGHTS  SEMINAR!

The seminar originally scheduled for MARCH 3rd 2016, at 6:00  
is NOW SCHEDULED for MONDAY, MARCH 14th 2016,  
at 6:00, at THE LANCASTER COMMUNITY LIBRARY

COME JOIN US TO LEARN …..

 

 
 AND SELLER

 

THERE WILL BE A QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION FOLLOWING THE SPEAKERS
SPEAKERS & PRESENTATIONS BY…..

 Attorney Wayne S. Painter NRA Instructor Dave Peterson 
 FFL Dealer David McDaniels Alease Perkinson, Researcher & Paralegal

IRVINGTON—The town council will con-
duct its regular monthly meeting at 7:30 p.m. today, 
March 10.

Council also will hold a special meeting at 7 
p.m. Thursday, March 17, to vote on a proposed tax 
ordinance. Both meetings will be held in the Town 
Hall, 237 Steamboat Road. 

Agenda items for today’s meeting include con-
sideration of Chesapeake Academy’s use of the 
town tennis court and the Animal Welfare League’s 
request to use the commons for its annual dog show 
fundraiser on October 15.

There also will be a report on sidewalk repairs, 
and council will consider contracts for street clean-
ing, grass cutting and town holiday decorations.

The tax ordinance up for adoption on March 17 
would give the town the authority to set a town tax. 
Should the measure pass, a tax rate will be consid-
ered as part of the 2016-17 budget process in May 
and June.

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock plan-
ning commission will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, 

LANCASTER—The Lancaster planning 
commission on Thursday, March 17, will con-
duct a public hearing on amendments to the zoning 
ordinance dealing with the Agricultural-Limited and 
Agricultural-General districts. 

The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the County 
Administration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster. 

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland 
board of supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. 
Thursday, March 10, in the County Courts Build-
ing, 220 Judicial Place, Heathsville.

At 5:05 p.m. representatives from the Virginia 
Department of Transportation Northern Neck resi-
dency will address the board.

County administrator Luttrell Tadlock will 
present his monthly report at 5:10 p.m. and the 
board of supervisors’ comment period is set for 
5:30 p.m., followed by a closed session for per-
sonnel matters.

At 7 p.m., the board will conduct public hearings 
on several issues, including the proposed issuance 
of general obligation school bonds in the estimated 
amount of $35,365,000. The bonds would be used 
to refund all or a portion of outstanding lease reve-
nue bonds that were used in 2006 to finance school 
facilities and equipment. 

Tadlock said the revenue bonds were obtained to 
build the new middle school/high school complex 
and demolish the old middle school. 

Other hearings will address requests from:

livestock operation at 193 Bow Wood Drive, Wic-
omico Church.

livestock operation at 191 Bow Wood Drive, Wic-
omico Church.

retail business (gun sales and repair) at 16658 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Reedville.

-
cial pier at 494 Oyster Road, Lottsburg.

exceptions permit for an expansion of the mooring 
capacity extending the completion date from April 
18, 2016, to January 31, 2019, at 309 Railway 
Drive, Ophelia.

way that borders lots 16-20 of the Greenfield Point 
subdivision, Reedville.

LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland 
school board on Monday, March 14, will hold 
a second public hearing on a proposed $17 million 
school budget for the 2016-17 fiscal year. 

The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. in the School 
Board Office, 2172 Northumberland Highway, 
Lottsburg.

Other agenda items include a recognition of state 
wrestlers, teacher of the year candidates, the super-
intendent’s report and a review of the school calen-
dar, including makeup days for snow closures.

COLONIAL BEACH—The Potomac River 
Fisheries Commission oyster/clam advi-
sory committee will meet at 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 16, at the PRFC building, 222 Taylor 
Street, Colonial Beach.

Items on the agenda include a recap of the March 
4 commission meeting, an oyster harvest report and 
discussion of the 2015-16 oyster season, and updates 
from the Oyster Management Reserve Program and 
the Rotational Natural Oyster Harvest Program. 

The committee also will discuss culling regula-
tions to see if clarification needs to be made as well 
as an oyster blueprint for 2017 and beyond.

Any recommendations developed by this com-
mittee will be forwarded to the Potomac River Fish-
eries Commission for consideration prior to imple-
mentation.

Prior to the Oyster/Clam Advisory commit-
tee meeting, there will be an Oyster Management 
Reserve (OMR) meeting at 5 p.m. 

WHITE STONE—The White Stone Town 
Council on March 17 will conduct a public input 
session regarding a proposed downtown revitaliza-
tion project. 

The hearing wil begin at 6 p.m. Thursday, March 
17,  at the Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive, 
White Stone. 

The hearing will be the third required before 
the town can submit a Community Development 
Block Grant application to the Virginia Department 
of Housing and Community Development. The 
appication is due March 23. For project details see 
related story on page A2.

March 14, at Town Hall, 1 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock. 

Commission members will discuss regulations 
pertaining to temporary structures in the Steptoe’s 
overlay district. 

Additional agenda items include an update on 
the Kilmarnock Town Centre Park; funding to com-
plete stream restoration projects; review and recom-
mendations on a capital improvement plan; and the 
zoning log report. 

Anniversary collections
From left, Stella and Jessica Michels-Mancini collect 
donations during the March 5 anniversary open house 
at the Animal Welfare League (AWL) of the Northern 
Neck Thrift Shop in Kilmarnock. AWL president Judith 
Harvell said $4,300 was raised towards spay and neuter 
programs. She also thanked the Kilmarnock Police 
Department for providing police presence at the shop 
throughout the day. Photo by Sara Amiss

KILMARNOCK—The Kids 
First Foundation (KFF) and 
White Stone Baptist Church 
(WSBC) recently hosted a 
dinner for the families of Lan-
caster Primary School (LPS) 
preschool for 3-year-olds.

Sixteen volunteers from 
the church’s EMMAS group 
provided and served baked 
spaghetti, salad, French bread 
and fruit cups to almost 100 
people. In attendance were 13 
preschoolers, 52 family mem-
bers, LPS teachers, aides and 
administrators, as well as guest 
speakers and volunteers.

The program was provided 
by Northern Neck Family 
YMCA executive director 
Mark Favazza, and Integrative 
Nutrition Health Coach Kim 
Diaz. They showed the group 
how to prepare a crock pot 

Kids First Foundation hosts dinner

From left are White Stone Baptist Church volunteers Bud 
Ward, Stewart Revere, Kathy Ward, Roger Donaldson, 
Sue Donaldson, Jan Smith, Sheila Rollins, Ann Revere, 
Nathalie Smith, Harriet Crowther, Karen and the Rev. 
Jeff Shanaberger and David Crowther. Other volunteers 
include Susan White and Harry and Janet Tayloe.

soup for eight people with only 
two grams of fat per serving. 
Favazza and Diaz also brought 
two large crock pots to give as 
raffle prizes to attending fami-

lies.
“As always, the kids stole 

the show with their songs and 
smiles and proved just how 
much progress a 3-year-old 

makes in five short months 
under the guidance of loving 
teachers and aides,” said KFF 
vice president of nutrition 
Dave Dustin.

The KFF mission is to 
eliminate generational poverty 
through early childhood educa-
tion and proper nutrition. It was 
originally inspired by the Uni-
tarian Universalist Fellowship 
of the Rappahannock in White 
Stone and has been invited by 
the Middlesex school board 
to expand its program into the 
Middlesex Elementary School 
in September 2016.

To help KFF fund the early 
childhood learning classroom, 
send contributions to Kids 
First Foundation, P.O. Box 
1266, White Stone, VA  22578, 
or send an email to toshkin@
rivnet.net. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

WEEMS—Dr. Anne Davis 
on February 20 told her audi-
ence at Historic Christ Church 
& Museum, 420 Christ 
Church Road, Weems, about 
the gory and painful details 
of healthcare and medicine in 
18th-century Virginia.

The lecture was the first in a 
four-part series that explores 
“Everyday Life in the 18th 
Century.” The series includes 
talks on medicine, clothing, 
wine and cooking during that 
period, said education direc-
tor and curator Robert Teagle.

A member of the research 
committee, Dr. Davis traced 
the history of medical knowl-
edge and treatment in colo-
nial Virginia. Physicians 
lacked basic understanding 
of disease and epidemics. 
Treatments and practices, 
such as bleeding or purging, 
reflected this misunderstand-
ing. Quacks flourished in the 
colony, offering faulty rem-
edies and empty promises 
for cures. Some advances did 
take place later in the century, 

History lessons continue at Historic Christ Church

Dr. Anne Davis examines medicine and healthcare in 

such as inoculation for small 
pox.

Davis’ presentation used a 
mix of diaries, newspapers 
and other accounts to tell this 
story from a first-person per-
spective, said Teagle.

Upcoming lectures
On March 12, Janea Whit-

acre will present “From a 
London Merchant to a Virgin-
ian Chest of Drawers: Cloth-
ing from the Working Hands 
of the Milliner and Mantua-

maker.”  Mistress of the mil-
linery and mantua-making 
trades at the Colonial Wil-
liamsburg Foundation, Whit-
acre will address the world 
of 18th-century women who 
imported fashionable goods 
and made ornaments and 
accessories.  

Whitacre’s talk is a resched-
ule from January 23, which 
was postponed due to inclem-
ent weather. The program will 
begin at 2 p.m.  Tickets are 
$10 at the door.  

On March 19, Mark Par-
sons of Christchurch School 
will present “Wine for a New 
World.” Parsons’ talk will 
include a sampling of Vir-
ginia wines and is $15 at the 
door

On April 23, Kimberly 
Costa of the Colonial Wil-
liamsburg Foundation will 
present  “Cooking in Eigh-
teenth-Century Virginia.” 
Tickets will be $10 at the 
door.
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As the Capital Campaign continues, we are offering a special 
opportunity for you to show your support for our new 

building. Your donation of $250 or $500 entitles you to remember 
a loved one, honor a relative or friend, or promote your business. 

Your brick will be laid in the path leading to the front entrance to the Library, to be seen 
by thousands of patrons and visitors for years to come.

For a donation of $250, each 4" x 8" brick can be etched with one, two or three lines 
(see examples). A $500 donor can choose one 8" x 8" paver with up to six lines, or two 
4" x 8" bricks. 

We will unveil the brick and paver sidewalk in a special ceremony in early summer, 2016. 
In order for your brick to be included in the initial installation, please fill in the form 
below and send your check or other payment information  by March 15, 2016, or visit 
our website at lclcapitalcampaign.org, complete the online form, and remit payment. 

We will not install bricks again until 2017, 
so take advantage of this wonderful offer now.

Support Lancaster Community Library

r 

h Lib b Bricks

For a donation of 

$250, each 4" x 8" 

brick can be etched 

with one, two or  

three lines. 

Pavers

A $500 donor can 

choose one 8" x 8" 

paver with up to six 

lines, or two 4" x 8" 

bricks.

Donor Name____________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone_______________________________________ E-mail_____________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________________________________  

City _________________________________________ State__________________ Zip Code___________________

 I wish to donate ______ bricks at $250 each.               I wish to donate ______ pavers at $500 each.

 My check for $_____________, payable to Lancaster Community Library, is enclosed.

 I would like to pay by credit/debit card. Please charge my VISA®___  MasterCard®___

 Number________________________________ CVV_______ Expiration_______________

Lancaster Community Library Brick and Paver Order Form
Please note that every line need not be filled in. The etching will be automatically centered.

Please supply the following information for each brick.* Please print clearly:

Brick #_________
*Maximum 20 characters per line, including spaces and punctuation marks. Maximum of three lines per brick.

Line 1:

Line 2:

Line 3:

Brick #_________
*Maximum 20 characters per line, including spaces and punctuation marks. Maximum of six lines per brick.

Line 1:

Line 2:

Line 3:

Line 4:

Line 5:

Line 6:

Turn the Page

235 School Street  |  Post Office Box 850
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482  |  804-435-1729

Capital Campaign     lclcapitalcampaign.org    

Lancaster Community Library reserves the right 
to approve engraved copy on bricks and pavers 
and placement. LCL is recognized as a charitable 
and educational organization within the meaning 
of Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)( 3). 
Contributions to LCL are deductible for federal 
income tax purposes (subject to statutory limitations) 
and for federal estate and gift tax purposes. A copy of 
LCL’s financial statement can be obtained from the 
Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services, Office of Consumer Affairs, P.O. Box 1163, 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 or from LCL.

Please provide payment information and complete the brick and paver order form below.
Mail payment with order form to: LCL Capital Campaign, Post Office Box 850, Kilmarnock, VA 22482

K I L M A R N O C K — S t . 
Andrews Presbyterian Church 
and the Town of Kilmarnock 
have partnered to add a second 
“mini library.” The additional 
Little Free Library is in front 
of  the Town Hall at 1 North 
Main Street.

 “We’re excited to again 
partner with Kilmarnock to 
provide another library and 
one that is easily accessible 
to so many citizens,” said pro-
gram coordinator Susan May.

The Little Free Libraries’ 
mission is to promote literacy 
and the love of reading by 
building free book exchanges 

worldwide and to build a sense 
of community as skills, cre-
ativity and wisdom are shared 
across generations, said May. 
This installation marks the 
12th Little Free Library that 
St. Andrews’ Literacy program 
has created in Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties.

There are thousands of sto-
ries of longtime neighbors 
finally meeting face-to-face, 
shy folks finding ways to con-
nect with their communities, 
real estate agents making sales 
after buyers see Little Free 
Libraries in prospective neigh-
borhoods, even marriage pro-

HEATHSVILLE—The fol-
lowing cases were heard on 
February 23 by Judge Harry T. 
Taliaffero III in Northumber-
land County Circuit Court.

David Paul Clark of Warsaw 
was granted an amended sen-
tence on felony convictions for 
breaking and entering. He was 
given two years active sentence 
with two years supervised pro-
bation, ordered to pay restitu-
tion of $460.28, and enter a 
drug rehabilitation program.

Lewis Welford Thompson 
Jr. of Hague was in court for 
review of a felony forgery case. 
He was ordered to pay a $250 
fine and court costs.

Luther S. Chinn Jr. of Kilmar-
nock pled guilty to felony grand 
larceny and breaking and enter-
ing. He was sentenced to 10 
years with eight years and six 
months suspended, two years 
supervised probation and 
ordered to pay $500 in restitu-
tion. 

Thomas E. Kelly Jr. of 
Kilmarnock was charged with 
felony manufacture of a con-
trolled substance. His trial was 
continued to April 14.

Dale Lamont Bromley of 
Kilmarnock is charged with 
two counts of felony manufac-
ture of a controlled substance 
and misdemeanor contempt of 
court. Trial was continued to 
April 14.

Brian O’Neil Morris Jr. of 
Kilmarnock is charged with 
felony manufacture of a con-
trolled substance. Trial was 
continued to April 14.

Thomas Earl Kelly of 
Kilmarnock is charged with 
felony conspiring and distribu-
tion of schedule II drugs and 
sale of marijuana. Trial was 
continued to April 14.

Jordan Jacquan Chinn of 
Heathsville pled guilty to 
felony attempted breaking and 
entering and firearm larceny. 
He was sentenced to 12 months 
and 10 years, respectively, all 
suspended and ordered to pay 
$500 restitution and court costs.

Christopher Thomas Kitch of 
Warsaw is charged as a felony 
habitual offender of driving 
without a license. Trial is set for 
April 26.

William Larochelle of 
Heathsville is charged with six 
felony child abuse incidents 
and one felony distribution of 
drugs. Trial is set for May 26.

Kristen King of Callao is 
charged with felony manufac-
ture and possession of drugs. 
Trial was set for March 8.

William O’Brian Jones of 
Lottsburg is charged with four 
incidents of felony manufacture 
of a controlled substance. The 
case was continued to March 8.

Holly Starr Gough of Lotts-
burg is charged with felony 
distribution of a substance II 
controlled drug. Trial is set for 
June 14.

Clifton Bernard Tomlin faces 
two charges of felony manufac-
turing of drugs. Trial is set for 
June 28.

Cornelius Maurice Reaves of 
Callao has six charges of felony 
manufacture of a controlled 
substance and child abuse. Trial 
is set for April 26.

Montelle Lee Reaves of 
Callao faces four charges of 
felony manufacture of a con-
trolled substance and child 
abuse. Trial is set for April 26.

Little Free Library opens kiosk on Main Street, Kilmarnock

From left are mayor Mae Umphlett, vice mayor Rebecca 
Nunn, Julia Sevier, Brooks Stewart and Susan May.

Each library has a “stew-
ard” who fills and replen-
ishes the books. Kilmarnock 
resident and St. Andrews 
member Julia Sevier and her 
son, Caleb, 3, are the stew-
ards of the Town Hall library. 

Brooks Stewart and her 
children, Sky, Eli and Quinn, 
are the library stewards for 
the existing library at the 
Waverly Avenue playground. 
The playground library will 
be receiving a “make over” 
this spring and will be out of 
service for a few weeks until 
the weather warms.

To donate gently used 

posals that lead to friendships 
with library stewards, said May.  
These little book exchanges are 

about community connection, 
just as much as they’re about 
books and literacy.

books for adults or children, 
leave them in any Little Free 
Library. For larger donations, 
call St. Andrews Presbyte-
rian Church, 435-3948, or 
email May at smay@nnwifi.
com.

The partnership between 
St. Andrews and Kilmar-
nock began with a recom-
mendation from vice mayor 
Rebecca Nunn to determine 
how the town could support 
community reading and the 
work of St. Andrews Literacy 
program. The two locations 
were identified immediately 
and offered to the program.

“We have been so pleased 
with the community’s recep-
tion to this program and the 
work by St. Andrews volun-
teers. We thank them for all 
they are doing,” said Nunn.

Each library receives its 
own sign, numbered so it can 
be found on the international, 
on-line map. The signs are 
ordered and will take several 
weeks to arrive. To view the 
world map, go to http://little-
freelibrary.org/ourmap/.

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson Dylan Austin Mahan of 

Callao is charged with felony 
manufacture of a controlled 
substance. Trial will be set 
March 8.

Tammy Lynn Morgan of 
Callao is charged with felony 
manufacture of a controlled 
substance. Trial will be set 
March 8.

Katie Lynn Morgan Wilson 
of Callao is charged with felony 
manufacture of a controlled 
substance. Trial will be set 
March 8.

Lacey Renea Edwards of 
Heathsville is charged with 
felony distribution of schedule 
III drugs. Trial is set for April 
14.

Jonathan Michael Clarke of 
Lottsburg was charged with 
felony distribution of sched-
ule IV drugs. Trial will be set 
March 8.

Trevor Antonio Carter of 
Kilmarnock is charged with two 
felony incidents of manufacture 
of a controlled substance. Trial 
will be set March 8.

James Sterling Webb of 
Kilmarnock was arraigned on 
felony manufacture of a con-
trolled substance. Trial was set 
for June 28.

Dorian Dwayne Howard of 
Callao faces four felony charges 
of manufacture of a controlled 
substance. Trial is set for June 
28.

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In an age when some women appear to be 
conflicted between being stay-at-home 

mothers or participants in the work force, 
Jean Lewis was an example of one who 
excelled in both callings. She was very much 
the dutiful wife and mother, as well as being 
the successful businesswoman engaged in 
running her family’s oil company. In her 
case, the two careers blended seamlessly.

Jean and her late husband, Raymond, 
known to all as “Crow,” lived on a hill in 
Kilmarnock overlooking Bellevue Avenue, 
across the street from Robert M. and Ellen 
Lee on a similar rise. The Lewis yard sloped 
to the street, whereas the Lees’ was terraced. 
The Lewis yard had massive pine trees, 
planted along the border, and the Lee yard 
had equally massive white oaks in a natural 
setting. 

Each yard was distinctive and memorable 
to those who passed because of its green 
grass. At any time of year each yard was a 
brilliant shade of green, with a cover worthy 
of an Irish landscape. In the fall Crow and 
Robert M. each planted rye grass, which 
began the spring season with a burst of 
green. Rye comes and goes quickly, but it is 

beautiful while it lasts. They followed the 
rye with other varieties to maintain the con-
stant green theme, despite the overriding 
shade offered by the trees.

Crow died in 1996, but Jean continued to 
keep the grass as green as he had. Already 
long before Crow’s death, Jean had moved 
into their business, where she remained 
past her eighty-second birthday, until health 
issues prevented her from going to the 
office. Each day she was a defined presence 
driving to work and returning home along 
Waverley Avenue. She often remarked that 
she enjoyed working too much ever to retire.

I liked to refer to Crow as the “Phi-
losopher of Tri-Star” in recognition of his 
frequent habit of grocery shopping after 

dinner. Having passed through the check-
out line, he would stand chatting with his 
various friends who were behind him. Every 
topic from politics to the economy to what 
was new in town was on the agenda for dis-
cussion. Crow was a fascinating conversa-
tionalist, and I spent many evenings enjoy-
ing the repartee between the counter and the 
door. 

For her part, Jean was an encyclopedia of 
Kilmarnock and Northern Neck lore. Each 
week she read the Rappahannock Record 
from cover to cover, thereby keeping abreast 
of everything that was happening. Unlike 
my talks with Crow, with Jean they mainly 
were in the aisles of Tri-Star before we made 
our way to the checkout register. 

She would astound me by her comments, 
particularly about the B.E.s in their younger 
days. She knew about honor roll at school, 
playing sports, as well as the issues that 
were coming before local governing boards. 
Jean was a superb businesswoman, and she 
kept abreast of all the news. More impor-
tantly, she was a devoted friend to everyone 
she knew, one who cared about people and 
found pleasure in expressing her interests 

and concerns. 
Generosity of spirit was a telling attri-

bute recognized by all who met Jean. She 
was a pillar of her church and a kind and 
thoughtful benefactor, who took delight in 
celebrating and recognizing achievements 
in her community. Perhaps those attributes 
explain why Jean never aged. She remained 
a youthful person in appearance and deport-
ment all her life. 

Last week Jean died after an illness that 
might have prevented her from working in 
the last months, but did not keep her from 
being part of the workforce. As her obituary 
read, “she never retired,” and that statement 
applies to her personal life as well as her 
professional one. She was engaged and gen-
erous all her life, and in all aspects of her 
life. Whether in maintaining her beautiful 
green lawn, or analyzing oil prices, or shar-
ing in the joy of good news that others had 
received, Jean was a major player in what-
ever good was happening in her community. 
In every respect, she merits the traditional 
accolade of having been a Great Lady.

Emily Jean Clarke Lewis, October 6, 1933 
– March 4, 2016. R.I.P.

As her obituary read, “she 
never retired,” and that 
statement applies to her 
personal life as well as her 
professional one.

Focal Point

Photo by Michele Burtner

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

During his speech at the 
upcoming Reagan Day Dinner 
on March 20, I suggest that Con-
gressman Wittman devote some 
time to discussing the emerging 
concept of “faux Republicans.” 

These are the elected Republi-
can representatives who claim to 
be pro-family during campaigns 
but vote for massive inter-genera-
tional plunder once they arrive in 
Washington. Congressman Witt-
man has served during a doubling 
of the national debt during the 
presidency of George W. Bush 
and another doubling of the debt 
under President Obama. I follow 
the news fairly closely, and Con-
gressman Wittman seems disap-
pointingly unconcerned about 
this legacy of debt.

“Faux Republicans” also claim 
to oppose large socialistic pro-
grams during campaigns, but 
then vote for them if they benefit 
(in the short term) the folks back 
home. Congressman Wittman 
votes for the massive Farm Bill 
at every opportunity—a piece of 
larded-up socialism if there ever 
was one. He seems to favor the 
ethanol subsidy in the midwest 
and the sugar subsidy in Florida. 
Is he Reaganesque?

Respectfully, I suggest that 
the 20th Reagan Day Dinner be 
re-named the annual Republican 
Get-together, because elected 
Republicans in Washington bear 
no similarity to Ronald Reagan.

Re-name the Reagan dinner

Unless you take to the air, there 
is absolutely nowhere else in this 
entire region that affords anything 
like the spectacular view from 
our Robert O. Norris Bridge.

It is high enough for you to be 
able to take in the dazzling, pan-
oramic vistas across open, tide-
tossed waters on either side—to 
the east, where our mighty river 
merges with the Chesapeake Bay 
and, to the west, where you can 
actually see to the distant horizon, 
the hazy shorelines of Middlesex 
and Lancaster counties spread out 
before you in all weather, stun-
ning views unique to each day or 
evening and for every crossing.

I value and love the sight of its 
silhouette, too, seen from the sur-
face of the river by boat, or from 
the shores at either end and points 
up and down the high banks on 
both sides. It matters to me, and 
I suspect to so many others, who 
appreciate the scenic beauty of 
this area.

If we are to protect these views 
from the bridge and of the bridge, 
there is no time to waste. We need 
to pull together as a community, 
on both sides of our river, to 
make our voices heard before the 
Virginia State Corporation Com-
mission, standing firm against 
Dominion VA Power’s plan to 
install ugly, 18-story tall towers, 
when transmission lines can be 
run under the river instead.

Let’s stick together and support 
the winning team of concerned 
citizens who won back our right 
to be heard. Instruct your district 
representative to tell the board of 
supervisors to serve our shared 
interest. 

I urge you to read the latest 
updates on what has been 
achieved already by your fellow 
citizens at SaveTheRappahan-
nock.org and get involved in this 
grassroots coalition now.

Get involved with coalition

Are you tired of those cli-
mate alarmists with their con-
stant drumbeat predicting cata-
strophic weather occurrences 
and human disasters caused by 
man-made emissions of CO2? 

People will die, towns will 
be flooded, fish killed by acidic 
oceans, glaciers melting, polar 
bears dying, food sources 
dwindling, hurricanes, floods, 
droughts, tornados and earth-
quakes intensifying and spe-
cies being driven to extinction.  
They’re always “predicting” 
future events that never occur 
because of increased CO2 
levels. Similar predictions 
have been made since the early 
1920s. 

CO2 has a miniscule effect 
on climate; most of it posi-
tive. It’s time that these climate 
alarmists educate themselves 
by reading the thousands 
of publications and studies 
authored by scientists, envi-
ronmentalist, meteorologists, 
geologists, who have no politi-
cal agenda. Authors whose 
knowledge is solidly based in 
disciplines of past and present 
worldwide weather, climate, 
solar effects, earth and ocean 
dynamics.

Of course, these alarm-

ists will lose a lot of funding 
for their studies, as well as 
headlines, because this kind 
of money and “news” is only 
available for those whose 
intention is to promote some-
thing harmful or catastrophic 
for humans.

There has been no “on site” 
experiments, measurements, 
or observation (empirical data) 
connecting CO2 to global 
warming or to increases in nat-
ural disasters.

The earth is dynamic.
Rising and falling of tem-

perature, land masses and 
sea levels are natural occur-
rences. I recommend these 
alarmists read Climate 
Change—The Facts, edited by 
Alan Moran, Climate Confu-
sion and The Greatest Global 
Warming Blunder by Roy 
Spencer (former NASA Senior 
Scientist for Climate Science), 
and The Mad, Mad, Mad World 
of Climatism by Steve Gore-
man.

Alarmists will not read 
these. However, you should. 
Alarmists are intentionally 
deaf to opposing science. Truth 
is of no concern to them.

Recommended climate reading

YOUR LETTERS

On February 22, I took my 
2-year-old son to the playground 
in Kilmarnock. He loves it there 
and so do I because he can get his 
energy out and have fun. 

About 20 minutes into our 
visit, my son was crawling across 
the bridge when he picked some-
thing up and threw it onto the 
ground. I walked over to see what 
it was and to my shock and dis-
gust I find a used condom laying 
there.

Fear set into me and I imme-

diately took him to the car, used 
several disinfecting wipes on 
him, and left. The biggest thought 
going through my mind was 
“what if one of those people had 
an STD?” Now my precious boy 
had a chance of getting infected.

I called the Kilmarnock town 
manager and the Kilmarnock 
Police Department. The town 
manager was very polite and just 
as disgusted as I was. He reas-
sured me that they have been 
moving forward with getting sur-

veillance cameras in place. But 
like anything involving politics, 
these things can take time. 

I urge all of you to speak up. 
Force them to do the right thing. 
I would do whatever it took to 
protect my child and I’m sure you 
would, too. 

This shouldn’t even be any-
thing to vote on; this needs to be 
mandatory. Our little ones should 
not be subject to this. 

Increased security needed at Kilmarnock playground

With just a week remaining before the sched-
uled March 12 adjournment, the Capitol buzzed 
with activity and long debates on the Senate 
floor.

In great contrast to the 2012 and 2014 budget 
sessions, both of which ended in budget stand-
offs that took weeks to resolve, this year’s ses-
sion is likely to be remembered most for its effi-
ciency in considering and processing legislation.

Over the last two weeks our communities have 
suffered tragedy and devastation. On February 
24, a tornado ripped through areas of the Middle 
Peninsula and Northern Neck leaving destruc-
tion in its shadow. Last weekend my family and 
I spent time in the Town of Tappahannock and 
across the river in Naylors, where the tornado 
struck the hardest, speaking with volunteers 
and local officials on their recovery efforts. My 
4-year-old daughter Reagan, in her best effort 
to aid in the situation, decided to donate a large 
portion of her stuffed animals to the children 
who lost theirs in the tornado.

I applaud Sheriff Stanley S. Clarke, the Essex 
County Sheriff’s Office, Essex County Board 
of Supervisors chairman Stanley Langford, the 
Tappahannock Police Department, the Tappah-
annock-Essex Volunteer Fire Department, and 
other first responders who were on site immedi-
ately after the tornado struck and for their tireless 
recovery efforts this week and the weeks to come.

Disaster struck again earlier this week in the 
Town of Urbanna. The Dozier Yachting Center 
suffered severe damage during a large fire that 
claimed the lives of two Virginians. This marina 
is one of the large boating hubs within Urbanna. 

The marina is frequently used throughout the 
year and highly visited during the town’s annual 
Oyster Festival. Because of session obligations, 
my legislative assistant Jason De La Cruz spent 
time on Wednesday in town with Sheriff David 
Bushey and local officials viewing the damage 
and discussing the cleanup and recovery efforts.

These two tragedies highlight the effective 
coordination efforts from first responders and 
the strong sense of community among the local-
ities within the Middle Peninsula and Northern 
Neck. The County of Middlesex was there to 
support their friends in Tappahannock and Rich-
mond County; now Essex and Richmond coun-
ties are there to help their friends in Urbanna. 
This is a perfect example of how our community 
comes together during the darkest of hours.

If you would like to donate any goods or vol-
unteer your time in the recovery efforts, please 
contact my office and we will put you in touch 
with the appropriate persons and groups.

Next week is our last scheduled week here 
in Richmond. If you are planning a visit to the 
General Assembly Building, don’t forget to stop 
by Room 314.

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Ryan T. McDougle

Attention, Animal Agriculture 
Alliance. I’m volunteering my 
services as an unofficial spokes-
man for your current Meat Mat-
ters campaign.

For a small stipend you can 
make it official. I will work for 
a side of beef, whole hog, or a 
truckload of turkey and chicken.

The alliance recently launched 
its current initiative. Chief execu-
tive officer Kay Johnson Smith 
and communications director 
Hannah Thompson represent the 
cause well. 

But, I think I can offer that 
certain celebrity status needed 
to counteract the “Meatless 
Monday” nerds.

I agree with Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation assistant 
director of governmental rela-
tions Lindsay Reames who says 
the Meat Matters initiative “is a 
useful, science-based resource 
for consumers. . . . Animal pro-
teins are excellent sources of 
important nutrients, and over the 
past half-century U.S. farmers 
have made significant strides in 
producing more quality products 
with fewer natural resources.”

“We’ve heard a lot of concern 
over the years from our mem-
bers about activists pushing the 
‘Meatless Mondays’ movement 
in their local schools and com-
munities,” says Smith. “This 
misleading movement is another 
tactic to eliminate consumer 
choice—the ability that we each 
have to determine the right food 
choices for ourselves and our 
families. Our new campaign will 
help consumers sort through the 
myths and misinformation to 
understand the true value of meat 
and protein in their diets.”

“It’s easy to find celebrities and 
other public figures who are very 
public about their choice to follow 
vegetarian or vegan diets,” says 
Thompson. “Unfortunately, we 
don’t hear as much from meat-
eaters, who make up the vast 
majority of the population. We 
want to help people feel confident 
about their choice to include meat 
and poultry in their diets.”

Get the facts at animalagal-
liance.org/engage#meatmatters, 
or take it from me: Beef, pork, 
poultry and eggs are full of nutri-
ents including B1, B12, B6, iron, 
zinc, selenium, leucine, protein, 
riboflavin, niacin, phosphorus 
and choline.

Why eat meat? 
The nutrients in meat are 

easily absorbed by the body. Pro-
tein found in meat and poultry 
helps prevent muscle loss. Lean 
meat contributes to stronger 
bones, better brain function, 
healthy heart function, optimal 
immune function, cancer preven-
tion and long-term weight loss.

For folks with Type 2 diabetes, 
a diet high in protein and low in 
carbohydrates can help control 
blood glucose levels. I know.

And there’s no substitute for a 
melt-on-your-tongue bite of filet 
mignon.

Eat meat—because Bob says 
so. You can’t live on chocolate 
alone.



A7

Find the leprechaun 
and get lucky! 

Find the hidden 
leprechaun in the 

March 17 
Rappahannock Record! 

Win one of three $20 gift certificates to:
The Box Boutique

Lilian Lumber Co. Inc.
Willaby’s

Go to RRecord.com or drop by the Record office and fill 
out the form.  One entry per household 
and entries must be submitted by 
March 21. All correct entries 
will be entered into a drawing. 
Winners will be announced 
in the March 24 
Rappahannock Record.

Do you remember?

(Reprints from the March 9, 1906, issue of 
the Virginia Citizen)

Rev. E. F. Garner, of Heathsville, will fill 
the appointment on this circuit Sunday.

Anti-Saloon meet at Irvington next Tues-
day afternoon.

Capt. J. F. Bellows and daughter, Miss 
Lottie, will leave in a few days for Reedville, 
and later for a protracted stay on Long Island, 
New York.

David Lowe, of Battery Park, Va., is spend-
ing this week here with friends and attending 
to some business along with pleasure.

The majority of the people of this place 
seem deeply interested in Sunday school 
work. We have now the best Sunday school 
that has ever been known around here.

C. H. Fullerton and G. O. Howeth attended 
the lodge meeting last week at Weems.

Captain E. B. Blackman is in town this 

week.
Mrs. Nellie Whealton is on the sick list.
Miss Oliver has friends visiting her.
Captain W. P. Mullen is on his way to Jersey 

with a load of oysters.
Mrs. Will Taylor is visiting friends at White 

Stone.

Julius Pittman, who is attending school at 
Irvington, visited his parental home here last 
Saturday and Sunday.

J. W. Pittman, of Irvington, visited his rela-
tives at this place a few days ago.

Mrs. R. G. Pittman, who went to Baltimore 
for medical treatment not long since, returned 
Monday last.

Ewell Pittman and sister, Grace, visited 
their grandfather recently.

Clayborn Pittman is erecting a dwelling 
house on the farm of P. E. Pittman.

J. R. Webb visited relatives near Downings 

recently.
Mat Donahoe and family spent from 

Thursday until Monday with his brother-in-
law, Willie Smith. From there he moved his 
family to Baltimore where they will make 
their future home.

Mr. and Mrs. Collin Smither and sister, 
Miss Allie, of Indiantown visited Mrs. Dona-
hoe recently.

Mrs. G. W. Cutler and two children are vis-
iting her daughter in Georgia.

A. E. Brent lost one of his horses by death 
Wednesday.

A masquerade party was given at Mr. and 
Mrs. Cramer’s on Thursday last in honor of 
her sisters, Misses Alma and Carrie Kamps. 
The evening was highly enjoyed by all pres-
ent.

The Aid Society of Kilmarnock Baptist 
church will hold an entertainment soon to 
raise money to repair the church.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer 
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YESTERYEAR

The U.S. Supreme Court on 
February 29 declined to hear 
a challenge to the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s 
“pollution diet” for the Chesa-
peake Bay, upholding the con-
tested plan for bay cleanup 
goals for 2025.

A federal court of appeals 
sided with the EPA and against 
the American Farm Bureau 
Federation and other orga-
nizations last year. With the 
Supreme Court’s decision, the 
lower court’s ruling will stand.

“We, of course, are dis-
appointed by the Supreme 
Court’s decision not to exam-
ine the lawfulness of EPA’s 
Chesapeake Bay blueprint,” 
said AFBF president Zippy 
Duvall.

“EPA has asserted the power 
to sit as a federal zoning board, 
dictating which land can be 
farmed and where homes, 
roads and schools can be built. 
We remain firm in oppos-

Supreme Court declines to hear challenge of EPA plan for the bay
ing this unlawful expansion 
of EPA’s power, said Duvall. 
“We will closely monitor the 
agency’s actions in connection 
with the bay blueprint, as well 
as any efforts to impose simi-
lar mandates in other areas. 
This lawsuit has ended, but the 
larger battle over the scope of 
EPA’s power is not over.”

The AFBF filed its suit in 
federal court in early 2011 
to block the regulatory plan 
in the bay’s six-state water-
shed. Opponents maintain it 
was created with scientifically 
invalid data and that the EPA is 
usurping authority historically 
reserved for states under the 
Clean Water Act.

Farmers in the bay water-
shed “are justifiably proud of 
their successes in reducing 
agriculture’s impact on water 
quality in the Chesapeake Bay 
and they remain committed to 
further improvements,” said 
Duvall. “We will continue to 

support state and local pro-
grams to improve agriculture’s 
environmental performance, 
and we will continue to oppose 
EPA overreach.”

In April 2014, Attorney Gen-
eral Mark R. Herring filed an 
amicus brief in American Farm 
Bureau v. U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency to protect 
Virginia’s efforts, making the 
Commonwealth the first state 
to defend the bay plan on 
appeal. The brief laid out the 
economic, environmental and 
historic reasons Virginia was 
compelled to weigh in on the 
side of the bay and the reasons 
that the long history of coop-
eration between bay states 
should be honored.

The brief also refuted argu-
ments made in an amicus brief 
from 21 attorneys general, all 
but one of whom were from 
outside the bay watershed, that 
opposed the ability of bay states 
and the EPA to work coopera-
tively to address the health of 
the bay, which is North Ameri-
ca’s largest estuary and a major 
economic force for the region, 
annually contributing an esti-
mated $2 billion and 41,000 
jobs from commercial fishing, 
$1.6 billion and 13,000 jobs in 
saltwater angling, $70 million 
in crabs, and $680 million in 
tourism.

 “Because of today’s (Feb-
ruary 29) ruling, Virginia and 
our fellow bay states will be 
able to continue the important 
and urgent work of restoring 
the health of the Chesapeake 
Bay,” said Attorney General 
Herring. “The most promising 
plan for bay restoration was 
under attack from out of state 
special interests and I couldn’t 
let that go unanswered. The 
economic, recreational, envi-
ronmental, health, and intrin-
sic value of clean water and a 
strong, healthy bay compelled 
us to come to its defense. 
We’ve still got a long way to 
go to get the bay back to where 
we want it, but today’s ruling 
lets us stay on this promising 
trajectory.”

Noting that “water pollu-
tion in the Chesapeake Bay is 

a complex problem currently 
affecting at least 17,000,000 
people (with more to come),” 
the Supreme Court panel’s 
conclusion states:

“Any solution to it will result 
in winners and losers. To judge 
from the arguments and the 
amici briefs filed in this case, 
the winners are environmental 
groups, the states that border 
the Bay, tourists, fishermen, 
municipal waste water treat-
ment works, and urban cen-

ters. The losers are rural coun-
ties with farming operations, 
nonpoint source polluters, 
the agricultural industry, and 
those states that would prefer 
a lighter touch from the EPA. 

“Congress made a judgment 
in the Clean Water Act that 
the states and the EPA could, 
working together, best allo-
cate the benefits and burdens 
of lowering pollution. The 
Chesapeake Bay TMDL will 
require sacrifice by many, but 

that is a consequence of the 
tremendous effort it will take 
to restore health to the Bay—
to make it once again a part of 
our “land of living,” Robert 
Frost, “The Gift Outright” 
line 10—a goal our elected 
representatives have repeat-
edly endorsed. Farm Bureau’s 
arguments to the contrary are 
unpersuasive, and thus we 
affirm the careful and thor-
ough opinion of the District 
Court.”

Del. Rob Bell, Republican 
member of the House of Del-
egates from the 58th District, 
and an announced candidate 
for the 2017 Republican 
Attorney General nomina-
tion, will speak at the Lan-
caster County Republican 
Committee’s 19th annual 
Reagan Day Dinner.

The dinner will be held 
March 20 at Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club near 
Kilmarnock, said chairman 
Sue Clingan. The event will 
begin with a social period at 
5:30 p.m. A buffet dinner will 
follow at 7 p.m.

Del. Bell is a graduate of 
both the University of Virgin-
ia’s undergraduate and Law 
schools, said Clingan. He was 
the co-author of the Consti-
tutional Amendment to place 
property rights protections in 
the Virginia Constitution and 
to stamp out eminent domain 
abuses. He and his wife, Jes-
sica, have two children. They 
live in Albemarle County.

Shak Hill, a statewide co-
chairman of the Virginia Cruz 
for President campaign also 
will speak, said Clingan. Hill 
operates an insurance agency 

in Northern Virginia and 
was a candidate for the U.S. 
Senate nomination in 2014. 
He is a retired U.S. Air Force 
combat pilot.

Other speakers include 
Rep. Rob Wittman, District 
99 Del. Margaret Ransone 
and District 4 Sen. Ryan 
McDougle, and Republican 
Party of Virginia state chair-
man John Whitbeck.

Rep. Wittman, who also 
will serve as master of cer-
emonies, has donated a Con-
gressional Cookbook to the 
event’s silent auction. Dona-
tions may include political 
memorabilia, services, meals, 
artwork, vintage campaign 
buttons or books with a patri-
otic or political theme.

Silent auction donors may 
call auction chairman Bar-
bara Lovell, 435-0868.

To make a Reagan Day 
Dinner reservation, send a 
check, covering the number 
of guests, payable to the 
Lancaster County Republi-
can Committee, to Lancaster 
County Republican Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 1215, Kilmar-
nock, VA 22482, or call Clin-
gan, 436-5749. 

Del. Rob Bell and Shak Hill
to address Reagan Day Dinner

The Northumberland County Democratic Party will meet 
at 6 p.m. Thursday, March 17, at the Northumberland Public 
Library, 7204 Northumberland Highway, Heathsville. 

The speaker will be the Rev. John Fountaine, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, reported Frank Kober.  This year, First Baptist 
is celebrating 150 years of continuous service to the Northum-
berland County community. First Baptist is the oldest African 
American church in the area. 

Democrats to meet in Heathsville

RRecord.com
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As the eighth week of the 
2016 General Assembly ses-
sion comes to a close here in 
Richmond, we are one week 
away from the scheduled end of 
our 60-day legislative session. 
We are finishing committee 
work, reviewing amendments 
from the Senate, and continu-
ing to work on the budget.  

Thursday afternoon some of 
my Republican colleagues in 
the House and I traveled to the 
Northern Neck to survey the 
storm damage and help clean 
up in Richmond and Westmo-
reland counties. We were able 
to pick up debris in Richmond 
County, prayed with families 
in Westmoreland, spoke with 
DEQ and emergency manage-
ment, and were all able to wit-
ness the impact of the storm on 

our community.
Again, thank you to the 

many volunteers and commu-
nity members who will con-
tinue to aid in the recovery 
effort over the next few weeks 
and months. Let’s continue to 
pray, heal, and rebuild together.

In Richmond, the Senate and 
House conferees met through-
out the week to discuss a final 
budget proposal. The House 
remains committed to conser-
vative principles and ensuring 
the final budget does not con-
tain any tax or fee increases, 
reduces the amount of bond 
borrowing, and increases the 
Commonwealth’s “rainy day 
fund” that acts as a savings 
account.

This week my office was 
visited by Rappahannock High 

District 99 Del. Margaret B. 
Ransone on March 3 led other 
Republican members of the 
House of Delegates in tornado 
relief efforts in Richmond and 
Westmoreland counties. 

“It was very important to me 
to bring some of my colleagues 
from Richmond back to the 
Northern Neck to help in the 
ongoing process of rebuild-
ing what has been lost,” said 
Del. Ransone. “I also want to 
thank the many volunteers and 
community members who will 

continue to aid in the recovery 
effort over the next few weeks 
and months.”

The Delegates helped pick 
up debris in Richmond County, 
prayed with families in West-
moreland, spoke with Virginia 
Department of Environmental 
Quality and emergency man-
agement representatives, and 
witnessed the trauma experi-
enced by the tornado victims.

“I am confident that our 
community will recover from 
the impact of this horrific 

storm, and I continue to pray 
for those affected,” said Ran-
sone.

Joining Del. Ransone, 
were District 5 Del. Israel D. 
O’Quinn, District 6 Del. Jef-
frey L. Campbell, District 7 
Del. L. Nick Rush, District 12 
Del. Joseph R. Yost, District 
19 Del. Terry L. Austin, Dis-
trict 21 Del. Ronald A. Villan-
ueva, District 26 Del. Tony O. 
Wilt, District 78 Del. James A. 
“Jay” Leftwich Jr. and District 
94 Del. David E. Yancey.

RICHMOND—As legislators get closer to 
the 2016 Virginia General Assembly sched-
uled adjournment March 12, they have yet to 
adopt a budget for the 2016-18 biennium.

As of March 8, a House and Senate con-
ference committee was still crafting a final 
version. The initial budget bills introduced 
in the House and Senate each show general 
fund totals of  $52.3 billion for fiscal year  
2017 commencing on July 1, 2016, and $54 
billion for fiscal year 2018, commencing on 
July 1, 2017.

Among other action last week:

approved Senate Bill 283, to require a turtle 
excluder device on recreational crab pots.

House Bill 453, to expand the membership of 
the Northern Neck-Middle Peninsula Public 
Education Consortium to include King 
George and King William counties.

580, to create a state income tax credit for 
farmers who make food crop donations to 
a food bank. HB1093, identical to SB 580, 
passed the House on February 11, 95-1-1, 
and the Senate with amendments on Febru-
ary 25, 40-0. On February 29, the House 
agreed to the Senate amendment and adopted 
the bill, 97-1.

283, to require local hearings for electrical 
transmission line siting. Gov. McAuliffe on 
March 1 approved SB 136, identical to HB 
283.

plaintiff for the cost of an inverse condemna-
tion proceeding for damaging property if a 
judgment is entered for the plaintiff, passed 
by Senate and the House, was sent to the 
governor on March 7 for consideration.

-
sors to manufacture and provide cannabidiol 
oil and THC-A oil, passed the Senate on Feb-
ruary 16, 38-0. On March 7, the bill passed 
the House 96-0.

taxes, passed by the House and Senate, was 
sent to the governor on March 7 for consid-
eration.

The legislature will reconvene on April 20 
to take action on the governor’s recommen-
dations and vetoes.

Gov. Terry McAuliffe last 
week announced the creation 
of a statewide task force to 
guide preparedness initiatives 
related to Zika virus, a mos-
quito-borne illness.

Led by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health, the group will 
be responsible for coordinat-
ing with Virginia localities 
on mosquito surveillance and 
control programs prior to the 
start of mosquito season on 
May 1.

“Prevention and mitiga-
tion are our best strategies for 
keeping Virginians healthy,” 
said Gov. McAuliffe. “The Vir-
ginia Department of Health’s 
mission to prevent the spread 
of infectious diseases makes it 
well-suited to lead this multi-
agency task force. The collab-
oration of agencies statewide 
will be invaluable as we pre-
pare for the coming mosquito 
season.”

Although Zika virus illness 
is usually mild, and severe dis-
ease requiring hospitalization 
is uncommon, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) advises there is a 
possible association between 
Zika virus disease in pregnant 
women and subsequent birth 
defects.

“While individuals should 
take their own precautions 
against mosquito-borne ill-
nesses, it’s important that state 
agencies, health care facilities 
and others collaborate to make 
sure we understand exactly 
what impact Zika might have 
on the Commonwealth and 

how we can work together to 
minimize it,” said Secretary of 
Health and Human Resources 
Dr. Bill Hazel.

Currently, travel to Zika-
affected areas outside of the 
continental U.S. is the pri-
mary way Virginians are being 
exposed to Zika virus. CDC 
travelers’ health advisories are 
a valuable resource for reduc-
ing the risk of bringing Zika to 
Virginia.

“At this time, the risk of 
Zika virus being spread by 
mosquitoes in Virginia is low, 
but during mosquito season, 
mosquitoes do carry other 
viruses, like West Nile virus 
and Eastern equine encepha-
litis virus,” said State Health 
Commissioner Dr. Marissa J. 
Levine. “We should all get in 
the habit of taking proactive 
measures to prevent mosquito-
breeding spots and mosquito 
bites.”

In addition to the Depart-
ment of Health and the Gov-
ernor’s Office, the statewide 
Zika virus task force includes 
officials from the departments 
Emergency Management; 
Behavioral Health and Devel-
opmental Services, Division of 
Consolidated Laboratory Ser-
vices; General Services; Edu-
cation; Health Professions; 
Conservation and Recreation; 
Game and Inland Fisheries; 
Forestry; and Agriculture and 
Consumer Services; as well as 
federal and local authorities, 
hospitals, blood supply ser-
vices, and mosquito control 
organizations.

From left are Richmond County administrator Morgan Quicke, Del. David E. 
Yancey, Del. Israel D. O’Quinn, Richmond County Board of Supervisors chairman Lee 
Sanders, Del. Joseph R. Yost, Del. Jeffrey L. Campbell, Del. Margaret B. Ransone, Del. 
Terry L. Austin, Del. Ronald A. Villanueva, Del. Tony O. Wilt, Del. L. Nick Rush and 
Del. James A. “Jay” Leftwich Jr.

Delegates volunteer in tornado relief effort

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

School government students.
As always, I am truly hon-

ored to represent the 99th 
District and strive to make 
Virginia a better place to live, 
work and raise a family. Please 
contact my office at 698-1099, 
or delmransone@house.vir-
ginia.gov, if you have ques-
tions or concerns related to 
state government.

Governor announces creation 
of Zika preparedness task force

Legislature counts down to adjournment

■ Mental health education
The Mid-Tidewater affiliate of the National Alliance on Mental 

Illness will offer a Family-to-Family Education Program at 6 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays for six weeks starting April 5 at River-
side Walter Reed Hospital, 7519 Hospital Drive, Gloucester.

Registration is required. Contact 684-1480, or namimidtide-
water@gmail.com.

NEWS BREAK


