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Betty Pettyjohn of Morattico points to where her Norwood Church Road neighbor Dorothy Reedy’s garage and barn were destroyed by a 
tornado. Photo by Tom Kimmitt

Blessed with luck, area survives tornadoes 

Richard Nelson slides a chair up to the easel 
in his home office near Edwardsville and 

begins to draw.
With salt-and-pepper hair, a graying beard 

and glasses, wearing his lucky cowboy hat, red 
shirt and jeans, Nelson resembles many of his 
favorite subjects. He sketches country music 
singers, a hobby that took him to Nashville 
where his works will be displayed at the Coun-
try Music Hall of Fame. 

A contractor by day who’s semi-retired, 
Nelson sells his graphite portraits under the 
name Portraits Plus. He sketched a portrait of 
his first girlfriend in 1959, which began his 
love affair with the art. 

“I would do my drawings and then not for 
five or six years, then pick it back up again,” 
said Nelson. “I found it was hard to earn a 
living selling artwork.”

In March 2015, Nelson started sketching 
portraits of country music singers. 

“I like country music and was looking for 
something to do last year,” he said. “I had some 
CD covers and thought these are nice pictures, 
I’ll try and do these.”

Try he did, and by the end of the year, he had 
completed 120, 11X14-inch sketches of coun-
try music singers and personalities. 

“I got on a roll. I was doing two a night.”
On a planned trip to Nashville, Nelson, his 

wife, Joanie, and his daughter lobbied to show 
his sketches to the curator of the Country 
Music Hall of Fame. He had 92 artist drawings 
done at the time. Getting nowhere with a face-
to-face meeting, his daughter took pictures of 

his portraits and emailed them to the curator, 
who immediately called to set up a meet-and-
greet with Nelson. 

“He said, ‘What’s your plan?’ And I said I 
wanted to donate them,” said Nelson, who had 
hopes of having prints of the original artwork 
sold at the museum’s gift shop. 

In all, he’s donated 132 portraits, which he 
said will be displayed in the museum at various 

times with the rotating exhibits. 
He also has portraits on display at the Ten-

nessee Ernie Ford Home in Bristol, Tennessee, 
the Roy Acuff House at the Grand Ole’ Opry 
and at the Willie Nelson and Friends Museum 
and General Store in Nashville.

“It’s nice to have your name on the wall, 
other than at the post office,” joked Nelson. 

He recently completed a set of the five cast 
members on Larry’s Country Diner show. The 
talk show is set in a country diner and plans 
are in the works to build a real Larry’s Country 
Diner in Tennessee. The 140-seat diner, a rep-
lica of the television show, should be complete 
by this summer. Nelson is hoping if he donates 
his portraits, they will be displayed at the new 
diner. 

“We don’t know how to market his work,” 
said Nelson’s wife, Joanie. “We’re doing it the 
old-fashioned way, stopping at these places and 
trying to sell it in person.”

Nelson is putting the finishing touches on a 
collage of late country music greats, includ-
ing George Jones, Loretta Lynn, Johnny Cash, 
Minnie Pearl, Grandpa Jones and Waylon Jen-
nings. 

Nelson will sell prints of his original por-
traits and is for hire to sketch portraits from 
photos. 

He admits he’s always looking at faces with 
an artistic eye and takes people-watching to a 
whole new level. 

“When I go to the mall, or somewhere, I 
sit and stare at people and think, he has an 
interesting face, or she’s very beautiful,” said 
Nelson. “And I’d love to draw them. Someone 
with an interesting face is easier to draw.”

Everybody has a story

by Tom Kimmitt

Nelson’s portraits to hang in Country Music Hall of Fame

 Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

“We were so lucky. Oh and my cat, named Lucky—she 
is my best friend. She was missing and the county build-
ing inspector found her unharmed the next day and now a 
neighbor is taking care of her.“

—Dorothy D. Reedy, Morattico

14 candidates
file for 13 seats
in town elections

LANCASTER—Ballots are shap-
ing up for Tuesday, May 3, town elec-
tions.

In Kilmarnock, three seats are up 
for election for four-year terms and 
one seat and  is up for the remaining 
two years of a four-year term.

Incumbents Rebecca Nunn, 
Michael Sutherland and Keith Butler, 
as well as former councilman Shawn 
Donahue and Bernice McElroy filed 
for the four-year terms, reported Lan-
caster County voter registrar Susan 
Jett.

Betsy Crowther filed in the special 
election for the remaining two-years 
on a seat she now occupies, said Jett. 

In Irvington, the position of mayor 
and three council seats will be on the 
ballot.

Mayor Ralph “Rannie” Ransone 
filed for the post he now holds. 
Incumbents Kathleen Pollard and 
Fran Westbrook and planning com-
mission member Michael Bombay 
filed for the council seats, she said.

In White Stone, four council posi-
tions will be on the ballot.

Incumbents Blair Kenyon and Wil-
liam Hubbard filed, as well as Joseph 
Paul Elborne and Marian Drew Hub-
bard, said Jett.

March 1 was the deadline to file for 
the ballot.

by Audrey Thomasson
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MORATTICO—About 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, February 24, Lancaster 
Emergency Services alerted citizens of a 
tornado warning issued by the National 
Weather Service in Wakefield for Lan-
caster County until 7:45 p.m.

While most citizens took cover as 
advised, area radio stations broadcast 
news of tornadoes and high winds 
making their way across the state, 
including a 28-mile swath in the Middle 
Peninsula and Northern Neck areas. A 
devastating tornado hit the Tappahan-
nock-Essex County area shortly before 
tornadoes struck the Northern Neck.

At approximately 8:40 p.m. a tornado 
struck the home of George Shelton at 
621 Riverside Drive. Shelton was in his 
home when the EF1 tornado hit, he said.

Connie Connolly clocked winds at 
106 miles per hour on her weather sta-
tion up the road, he added.

“It came three miles across the river 

from Jamaica,” said Shelton. “It sounded 
like a freight train coming down the 
track, for about three minutes.”

A garage where Shelton kept his 1929 
Ford Model A and a 1955 Crown Vic-
toria was tossed into the field behind 
his home, but the cars “had hardly a 
scratch,“ he said.

The tornado continued on a path over 
a marsh behind the Shelton property, 
down Ivey Creek Road and over Ivey 
Creek, up Norwood Church Road, then 
went over Lancaster Creek and into 
Richmond County.

Lancaster chief of emergency services 
Terry McGregor met with Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency officials 
on Monday, February 29, to determine 
whether Lancaster County would qualify 
for federal disaster assistance and if so, 
to what extent.

“We have one home destroyed, two 
with minor damage and 12 with affected 
damage for a preliminary estimate of 
$209,000 total. Affected damage is like 

when shutters and roof shingles get 
blown off,” said McGregor. “We were 
lucky.”

  Lancaster sent two ambulances to 
help in Essex County, one from Upper 
Lancaster County rescue squad and one 
from the Kilmarnock rescue squad. Lan-
caster also sent a paid crew to Urbanna 
and a tanker from White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department. Middlesex had sent 
all of its available resources to Essex 
County, said McGregor.

The destroyed home is owned by Dor-
othy D. Reedy at 768 Norwood Church 
Road in Morratico. Reedy has two care-
takers, Pat Williams by day and Mazie 

Marie Brown at night.  
Reedy and Brown were watching 

television in the living room and then 
“woooosh—the roof was blown off and 
the rain was pouring in. I was so ner-
vous that the house was crashing in or 
that I would be carried right out with the 
wind, and Mazie grabbed the wheelchair 
and put me in it and rushed me to the 
kitchen,” said Reedy. 

Within five minutes Williams arrived 
to help too; she lives nearby and saw 
what happened. 

“We were so lucky,” said Brown. “Oh, 
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RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

New Exhibit March 1 - 26
Reception March 4, 5 - 7pm

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

CLOSE
connections

The Dandelion
4372 Irvington Road

Irvington, Virginia
Monday-Saturday

10 am - 5 pm
(804) 438-5194

www.thedandelion.com

Friday, March 11th  
and Saturday, March 12th

Featuring the  
Spring 2016 

Collection 

Gift with Purchase
Refreshments will be served

Trunk Show

LANCASTER—Supervi-
sors last week agreed to waive 
permit fees for any storm-related 
rebuilding as a result of tornados 
that hit the Morattico area and 
elsewhere in Virginia on Febru-
ary 24. 

Supervisor Butch Jenkins 
made the motion after hear-
ing chief of emergency services 
Terry McGregor report that one 
home was destroyed, 12 homes 
had some tornado damage and 
two sheds were destroyed in 
Morattico. (See related storm 
story).

The motion passed on a 4-0 
vote. Supervisors Wally Beau-
champ, Ernest Palin, Jenkins and 
chairman William Lee voted in 
favor of the motion. Supervisor 
Jason Bellows was absent.

In other business, the county 
received a clean audit report from 
the accounting firm of Robinson, 
Farmer, Cox Associates. Paul Lee 
noted that Lancaster Treasurer 
Bonnie Haynie’s tax collection 
rate in 2015 was 100%.

County administrator Frank 
Pleva presented an update on 
redesign of the county’s website 
to be more appealing for tourism. 

“Ten thousand dollars was 
budgeted for website design” 
by an outside source, said Pleva. 
However, to save money, infor-
mation technology director 
Glenn Rowe will do the design in 
house, he said. 

After a closed session, Pleva 
said his report last month on 
county attorney James Cornwell 

Board recognition
The Lancaster board of supervisors on February 25 
recognized David Jones for his leadership role on the 

for Historic Christ Church, Union Bank, Northern 

Medical Center, Rappahannock General Hospital 

White Stone town council, and 23 years as White Sone 
Photo by Audrey Thomasson

RICHMOND—Dominion Power on February 29 submitted an 
application to the Virginia State Corporation Commission pro-
posing a 115kV designed overhead tower system to replace line 
#65 crossing the Rappahannock River.

According to Dominion transmission communications man-
ager Greg Mathe, the utility also will submit a plan for a 230kV 
designed overhead option and an underground option for SCC 
consideration.

“It typically takes about three weeks or so from the time of 
filing for the Commission to issue an order setting out the pro-
cedural schedule which includes the public comment period, any 
public hearing dates and locations, when interested parties can 
formally join the case, when SCC staff and company testimony is 
due and when the evidentiary hearing will be held,” said Mathe.

“The entire process takes on average 12 to 24 months for a 
decision to be rendered by the Commission,” he said. 

However, Dominion is requesting a decision by November 
2016 due to “the important and time-sensitive nature of this proj-
ect,” Mathe added.

County waives permit
fees for rebuilding projects
related to recent tornados

by Audrey Thomasson Jr.’s fees for handling the county’s 
legal battle on the towers with 
Dominion Power were not accu-
rate. Last month, he said the fees 
totaled about $75,000.

However, he released a new 
figure of $60,125.57, which 
includes $14,717.50 for hear-
ings before the Virginia State 
Corporation Commission and 
$45,408.07 for the Circuit Court 
appeal of the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission permit 
issued to Dominion to proceed 
with the project. 

“The county attorney is quali-
fied to practice before the Vir-
ginia State Corporation Commis-
sion having begun his practice 
before the SCC in 1995,” Pleva 
wrote in a statement. “The Lan-
caster County Board of Supervi-
sors has full faith and confidence 
in the county attorney…and (the 
legal firm) Sands Anderson to 
represent it in the SCC.”

Tornadoes
continued from page A1

Dominion files application
for overhead transmission line

by Audrey Thomasson

RICHMND—Republican 
candidate Donald Trump and 
Democratic candidate Hillary 
Clinton had wide margins of 
victory in the state and local 
Presidential Primary elections 
Tuesday.

According to unofficial 
results posted by the Virginia 
Department of Elections, 
Trump’s statewide total was 
355,912 votes, or 34.82%. 
Marco Rubio tallied 326,904 
votes, or 31.98%

Clinton ended the day with 
503,359 votes, or 64.30%. 
Bernie Sanders tallied 275,428, 
or 35.18%

Lancaster Republicans 
favored Trump, who won 
with 874 votes, or 41% of the 
2,091 ballots cast. He was fol-
lowed by Rubio with 651, or 
31%; John Kasich with 225, or 
10.8%; Ted Cruz  with 175, or 
8%; and Ben Carson with 144, 
or 6.9%. Among those who had 
dropped out the race, Jeb Bush 
had 7 votes, Chris Christie 6, 
Rand Paul 5, Jim Gilmore 3, 
and Lindsey Graham 1. 

Lancaster Democrats threw 

Clinton and Trump lead 
Presidential Primary polling
locally and across Virginia

by Audrey Thomasson support behind Clinton, who 
won with 823 votes, or 74% of 
the 1,098 votes cast, followed 
by Sanders with 275, or 24.8%, 
and Martin J. O’Malley with 9, 
or 0.8%.

In Northumberland, Repub-
lican voters gave Trump 1,062 
votes, or 44% of the 2,411 
votes cast, followed by Rubio 
with 691, or 28.7%; Cruz with 
244, or 10%; Kasich with 226, 
or 9%; and Carson with 169, 
or 7%. Bush had 6 votes, Mike 
Huckabee 5, Paul 4, Gilmore 
and Christie each had 2 and 
Carly Fiorina 1. Huckabee and 
Fiorina have also discontinued 
their campaigns. 

The Northumberland Demo-
cratic voters gave Clinton 818 
votes, or 75%, of 1,083 votes 
cast, with Sanders at 265, or 
24%; and O’Malley with 8, or 
0.7%. 

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Marilyn ext. 11

and my cat, named Lucky—she 
is my best friend—was missing. 
The county building inspector 
found her unharmed the next day 
and now a neighbor is taking care 
of her,“ said Reedy.

While the home is condemned, 
Reedy is staying at the Holiday 
Inn Express in Kilmarnock. She 
expects the stay to be covered 
by insurance. The home will be 
removed down to the foundation 
and rebuilt as soon as possible. 

Reedy’s neighbors, Dave and 
Betty Pettyjohn of 735 Norwood 
Church Road, received the Code 
Red tornado warning and looked 
outside.  

“Dave opened the front door 
and we heard the freight train 
sound—it was exactly like they 
say it sounds—like a freight train 
coming down the tracks, louder 
and louder. He grabbed Bailey, 
our dachshund, and we took 
cover under the stairwell. We 
felt really lucky the house was 
standing, especially after seeing 
what happened to the neighbor’s 
home,” said Pettyjohn.

The Pettyjohns lost 27 trees 
and some outdoor furniture, and 
their chicken coop was relocated.

  “We did really well, and we 
were very, very lucky,” said Nor-
thumberland chief of  emergency 
services Rick McClure.

“Some trees came down, but 
we had no reports of injuries or 
significant damage in Northum-
berland, so we were able to send 
help to Tappahannock in the form 
of a brush truck from Callao Vol-
unteer Fire Department and an 
ambulance from Callao Volunteer 
Rescue Squad,” said McClure. 

“We were very lucky because 
all of our neighboring counties 
had a lot of damage, and to date 
we have not had any reported 
damage. Looking at the radar that 
night, it was really scary,” said 
Northumberland County admin-
istrator Luttrell Tadlock.

Richmond County had exten-
sive damage reported at Naylors 
Beach, Desha, Mount Landing 
Road and Ridge Road.

“Nine homes were destroyed, 
one is rebuildable, four had 
minor damage and two had mini-
mal damage, but no injuries were 
reported here,” said Richmond 
County chief of emergency ser-
vices Greg Baker. “After the ini-
tial shock of seeing their homes, 
many of the people have said 
they are thankful that this didn’t 
happen during the summer when 
more folks are here enjoying their 
beach houses,” said Baker. 

A twister flattened dozens of 
large trees on each side of Lorey 
Plump’s home at 709 Lancaster 
Creek Road in Farnham, but the 
house itself had minimal damage. 
Several trees laid on the roof on 
the water side and Plump’s neigh-
bor, Peter Rigterink, climbed 
through them with a flashlight 
about 10 p.m. to make sure she 
was okay. 

“I have been saying so many, 
many prayers of thanks,” said 
Plump.

Rigterink’s brother’s boat-
house was destroyed and several 
other homes in the area received 

damage.  

Westmoreland resident Bobby 
Quinn reported his commercial 
building in Mount Holly was cut 
in half by a large tree. Quinn’s 
home and the commercial build-
ing are adjacent to Nomini Epis-
copal Church.

Quinn said Westmoreland 
County sent out an engineer who 
told him “the roof of the church 
was lifted up into the air and then 
placed right back where it came 
from.” All around the church, 
trees were uprooted and broken 
in half; however, other than the 
roof issues and a broken stained 
glass window and a broken door, 
the historic church looks to have 
held up very well. Several other 
homes in the Mount Holly area 
also received damage.

Westmoreland deputy emer-
gency services coordinator Jeff 
Beasley indicated five individuals 
with minor injuries were treated 
at area hospitals and released. 

“It was of short duration—20 
seconds and it was gone,” he 
said. “When you look at Essex 
and Naylors Beach, what came 
across to us—there was a lot of 
divine intervention.”

Countywide, two structures 
were completely destroyed and 
another 40 were damaged.

An EF3 tornado packing 
140-mile-per-hour winds struck 
Essex County on Wednesday, 
February 24, totally destroying 25 
structures and damaging another 
57, reported Essex emergency 
services chief James Brann. He 
reported that 25 people sustained 
injuries, adding that 15 were 
transported by personal vehicles 
while ambulance units carried 
the other 10 to hospitals. There 
were no fatalities.

Nineteen patients were exam-
ined at Riverside Tappahannock 
Hospital, according to spokes-
woman Jackie Nunnery. Eight 
were transferred due to trauma, 
while five were treated and six 
admitted, she reported.

Two of the more seriously 
injured remained hospitalized 
over the weekend.

Most of the damage in Essex 
County was rated EF3 by the 
National Weather Service with 
the peak intensity occurring on 
Kino Road, where six structures 
were destroyed. The tornado had 
an average width of 200 yards 
with a maximum width of 400-
500 yards, the National Weather 
Service reported.

The National Weather Service 
reported two separate tornadoes 
touched down in Middlesex, 
one in the Warner/Remlik area 
and another at Corbin Hall Farm 
near Water View, said Middlesex 
emergency services coordinator 
Mark Nugent.

The Warner/Remlik storm 
destroyed the home of Walter 
Mitzer on Reed Drive near 
Warner; a barn, dairy building 
and two silos at Hampstead Farm 
in Remlik; and knocked down 
trees and power lines in Remlik.

Nugent said the Water View 
tornado picked up Corbin Hall 
Farm’s rolling irrigation system 

and dropped it in the road. The 
storm also damaged the farm’s 
equipment and shop facility.

No injuries from the Middle-
sex tornadoes were reported.

Virginia State Police reported 
that 20 homes were destroyed 
and at least 100 structures suf-
fered damage as a result of the 
tornado that cut an 8-to-10 mile 
path through the communities of 
Evergreen and Red House. There 
was one fatality in Appomattox, 
as well as seven injuries. Two of 
the injuries are considered seri-
ous and five people were treated 
and released.

Virginia State police reported 
Waverly suffered three fatalities 
when a mobile home was demol-
ished by a tornado. Another 
person was seriously injured and 
there were seven non-life threat-
ening injuries reported in Sussex 
county.
Statewide

A total of eight tornadoes were 
confirmed and “the overall cost of 
damage from the storm statewide 
could top $10 billion,” reported 
state coordinator Jeffrey Stern 
with the Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management.

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.
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 Tyler Wind, M.D.

If you’re living with joint pain 

call Northern Neck Bone & 
Joint Center at 804-443-8670 
today for a consultation.

Attorney John Martin wanted to get back to law and 
his life as quickly as possible after hip replacement 
surgery.  Thanks to Riverside orthopedic surgeon Tyler Wind, 

M.D. and the Riverside surgical and rehabilitation team, he was 

working again in three days.  Find out how recovery time after a 

total hip replacement can exceed your expectations. 

Read John Martin’s story at 
riversideonline.com/jointstories.

I was 
concerned 
about missing 
work after 
a total hip 
replacement.

Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported charges against 
four individuals.
Felonies

Shantel Mary Dawn Riston, 24, of Windmill 
Point Road, was charged February 23 with a felony 
possession of a controlled substance and possession 
of drug paraphernalia.

A Regina Road man, 26, was charged February 
24 with contempt of court.

A Christ Church Road woman, 52, was charged 
February 26 with assault and battery. 

A Heathsville, man, 29, was charged February 27 
for violating the pretrial bail conditions.
Activity report

February 22: Staff responded to Slabtown 
Road for a report of three suspicious persons walk-
ing in the street, to a walk-in complaint of a domes-
tic disturbance, to the 100 block of Bobwhite Lane 
for vandalism of real property, to the 100 block of 
Doggett Lane to assist emergency medical services 
with entry into a residence, and to the 100 block of 
Middle Road for a suspicious vehicle.

February 23: Staff responded to the 100 
block of Mt. Vernon Lane for the report of a pos-
sible prowler, to Bluff Point Road to assist another 
agency, to the 700 block of Flowering Field Road 
for a noise complaint/violation, and to the 100 block 
of New South Road for a domestic disturbance.

February 24: Staff responded to the 400 block 
of Gaskins Road for a domestic disturbance, to 
the 400 block of North Main Street to investigate 
a fraud by using the identity of another, to Mary 
Ball Road and Office Park Drive for a single-vehi-
cle traffic crash, and to the 700 block of Norwood 
Church Road for a weather-related incident.

February 25: Staff responded to Mary Ball 
and Devils Bottom roads for a reported aggressive 
driver, to Little Branch Drive for a reported reck-
less driver, to the 200 block of Pine Point Road for 
an unknown disturbance, and to the 8800 block of 
Mary Ball Road for verbal disagreement.

February 26: Staff assisted the Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) at the 300 block of South 
Main Street to investigate an open, unlocked door 
to a building; responded to the 400 block of Green-
town Road for the theft of cash, to the 900 block of 
Weems Road for an assault, and to the 3200 block 
of Irvington Road for an altercation in progress.

February 27: Staff responded to the 100 
block of Oakland Park Lane for the report of a 
child custody dispute, to the 100 block of Cherry 

Hill Road for a domestic verbal disagreement, to 
the 100 block of Old Ferry Road for a reported 
trespasser, to the 5000 block of Mary Ball Road 
for a verbal disagreement, to the 3200 block of 
Irvington Road for an assault, to the 100 block 
of Chase Street for a domestic disturbance; and 
assisted KPD at the 300 block of North Main 
Street with a trespasser.

 Staff responded to the 300 
block of Cowshed Road for a report of vandalized 
personal property, to Indiantown Road for alarms 
sounding, and to Devils Bottom Road for a reported 
reckless driver.

Staff also conducted 24 traffic stops, issued six 
summonses, assisted five motorists, recorded two 
deer strike accidents, investigated eight building 
alarms, logged four inmate transports, received 11 
911 hang-up calls, and fielded a call for animal con-
trol service.
Fire calls

Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department this 
week responded to a traffic crash on Lara Road and 
storm damage calls on Old Orchard Road, River 
Road and Lowery Creek Drive.

Kilmarnock VFD responded to a traffic crash at 
Mary Ball Road and Office Park Drive, a smoke 
alarm on Windfall Road and with White Stone 
VFD to an electrical fire on North Main Street.

White Stone VFD also responded to a storm 
damage call in the town of Urbanna.

 this week reported 
charges against five individuals.
Felonies

Brittany Nicole Cottrell, 22, of Reedville was 
charged February 22 with two felony counts of 
identification theft with the intent to defraud.

Linwood Adrian Nall, 20, of Heathsville was 
charged February 26 with threatening a subject in 
writing and assault and battery of a family member.

A Wicomico Church man, 50, was charged Feb-
ruary 23 with assault and being drunk in public.

A Lancaster man, 26, was charged February 24 
with a capias/attachment of the body for failing 
to appear in the Northumberland County General 
District Court. The subject was arrested by the Lan-
caster County Sheriff’s Office.

A Heathsville man, 25, was charged on a capias/
attachment of the body for failing to report to 
Northern Neck Regional Jail for weekend con-
finement. He was arrested by the Hampton Police 
Department.

LANCASTER—The follow-
ing cases were heard in Lan-
caster County Circuit Court on 
February 26 by Judge Harry T. 
Taliaferro III.

Trevor Antonio Carter of 
Kilmarnock, charged with 
manufacture of a controlled 
substance, was in court on a 
motion by defense attorney 
John Martin seeking a Bill of 
Particular. 

Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Jan Smith argued the law 
doesn’t require the state to dis-
close information on evidence 
before discovery or the identity 
of a confidential informant.

The judge denied Martin’s 
motion. Trial was set for April 
22.

Allen Conway of Wicomico 
Church, charged with probation 
violations on one felony and 
three misdemeanor convictions, 
was assigned a show cause 
hearing on May 6.

Patrick Meis of White Stone 
was not served with probation 
violation of a misdemeanor 
conviction. The case was con-
tinued pending service.

Marion Denise Brown of 

Topping is charged with two 
felony petit larcenies. On a 
motion by defense, trial was 
continued to April 8.

Danny Ray Stevens Jr. was 
granted a post trial motion on a 
first offense misdemeanor driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI) 
conviction allowing him a 
restricted license. 

Thomas James Hall of White 
Stone withdrew his appeal of a 
first offense misdemeanor DWI 
conviction. He was sentenced to 
30 days with 20 suspended and 
ordered to pay a $500 fine. His 
license was suspended for 12 
months.

Anthony Paul McDaniel of 
Irvington, charged with misde-
meanor driving on a suspended 
license, had his trial continued 
to April 22 on a motion by 
defense.

Dante Allen Gaskins of 
Kilmarnock pled guilty to his 
third conviction of assault and 
battery of a family member. In 
a plea agreement, Gaskins was 
given five years, all suspended, 
supervised probation for one 
year, and ordered not to have 
contact with the victim.

David Thomas Pfarr of 
Weems pled no contest to 

being on school grounds as a 
convicted violent sex offender. 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Jan 
Smith noted Pfarr was drop-
ping his daughter off on the first 
day of school and showed no 
evidence of intent or predatory 
behavior. He was sentenced to 
three years, all suspended, and 
one year supervised proba-
tion. Three other charges were 
dropped.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT
COURT REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster school board on 
February 25 held a work ses-
sion on its proposed 2016-17 
budget totaling $16,630,780. 
A public hearing on the pro-
posed budget was held Tues-
day.

Highlights of the proposed 
budget include an increase 
in teacher salaries, “a reduc-
tion of $46,656 in mainte-
nance expenses due to lower 
fuel prices and an $87,455 
reduction in debt service, as 
the debt has been paid off,” 
said superintendent Steven 
Parker. 

A teacher pay increase of 
3% would accompany a step 
increase. In an attempt to 
compete with bigger districts 
in attracting math, science 
and foreign language teach-
ers who typically can make a 
lot more money in the busi-
ness world, the budget allows 
for a few signing bonuses of 
up to $7,500 paid in $2,500 
installments over three years, 
said Parker.

All other employees would 
receive a 2% raise. However, 
the pay increase will not 
apply to the superintendent 
or the assistant superinten-
dent, he said.

Estimated general 
fund expenditures total 
$15,941,223, up $620,810.

Estimated expendi-
tures by category include 
$11,696,114 for instruction, 
up $705,778 over the current 
budget; $319,987 for atten-
dance and health, up $9,364; 
$549,868 for administration, 
up $22,791; $1,167,256 for 
pupil transportation, down 
$7,172; $1,587,217 for 
maintenance, down $46,656 
“due to lower fuel prices,” 
said Parker;  $620,781 for 
technology, up $24,100.

Lancaster school officials continue to
tweak proposed $16.6 million budget

by Tom Kimmitt Estimated school nutri-
tion fund expenditures total 
$563,815, down $15,130. 
Estimated textbook fund 
expenditures total $125,742, 
up $25,742.

Projected revenues total 
$15,984,026, up $662,068. 
Revenue sources include 
$3,957,910 in state funds, 
up $412,190; $988,177 
in federal funds, up 
$39,603;  $174,237 in other 
funds, down $22,792; and 
$10,863,702 in local funds, 
up $233,067.

Projected food fund rev-
enues total $521,012, down 
$57,933. Included are 
$7,762 in state funds, down 
$170; $403,000 in federal 
funds, down $34,168; $250 
in other funds, up $250; and 

$110,000 in local funds, 
down $23,845.

Projected textbook fund 
revenues include $30,606 in 
state funds, down $6,386; 
$85,000 in local funds, up 
$9,220, and $10,136 in car-
ryover funds, said budget 
and finance director Whitney 
Barrack. 

The budget is based on the 
governor’s proposed state 
budget, said Parker. House 
and Senate proposals are not 
yet available.

The school board plans to 
adopt a budget at its March 8 
meeting to send to the board 
of supervisors for consider-
ation. Supervisors also will 
hold a public hearing on 
the school budget prior to 
approval.

Rob Goralewicz
Certified Personal Trainer, AAFA

Strength, flexibility and fitness training  
for all ages

804-436-4668 blueridgept@yahoo.com
Continuing education in Senior/Elder Fitness

Blue Ridge Personal Training
Affordable Training in the Privacy of your Home

The Rappahannock Pistol 
and Rifle Club will sponsor 
Refuse To Be A Victim, a crime 
prevention and personal safety 
seminar, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
March 12 at Lancaster Com-
munity Library, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

The fee is $35, which includes 
all program materials and light 
refreshments. Pre-registration 
is required. Register at refuse.
nra.org/refuse-to-be-a-victim.
aspx; rprclub.com; 410-5905 or 
NNRTBAV@gmail.com. 

NEWS 
BREAK
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Thank YThank You
To Our Community, 

Thank You for being there with us on the front lines of pain and suffering.

 

We felt your support, were grateful for your offers of aid, and were relieved as we 

partnered to bring some ease to the families awaiting news.

 

We are committed to serving you and were overwhelmed as you served us with 

meals, volunteers, and encouraging smiles of gratitude and understanding.

Esther Muscari Desimini & 

Your Riverside Tappahannock Family

URBANNA—At about 4:30 
a.m. on Monday, February 29, the 
sky over Urbanna Creek glowed 
orange through rising black 
smoke as the main boathouse and 
docks at Dozier’s Port Urbanna 
Marina went up in flames.

“There are two confirmed fatal-
ities and we are currently con-
ducting a criminal investigation,” 
said Virginia State Police Sgt. 
Michelle Anaya at a press confer-
ence at 11:30 a.m. Monday in the 
parking lot of Colonial Pizza on 
Watling Street in Urbanna.

The deceased, Julie and Frank 
Blantz of Urbanna, were appar-
ently spending the night on their 
boat at the marina when the fire 
broke out.   

The marina’s main boathouse 
was completely destroyed and 
all 21 boats moored there were 
lost. Also, boats and structures 
were damaged at the old Texaco 
Oil dock just north of the main 
marina.

The most southern part of 
the marina (closest to Urbanna 
bridge) received no damage.

The beginning    
At 4:34 a.m., the first call was 

made to dispatchers at the Mid-
dlesex County Sheriff’s Office 
reporting a fire at old Southside 
Marine in Urbanna, now Dozier’s 
Port Urbanna. At 4:39 a.m., a 
loud explosion rattled windows 
and awakened residents of homes 
on Watling Street in town, a short 
distance from the marina. The 
explosion prompted a series of 
911 calls to the dispatcher who 
responded to each call by saying, 
“Fire personnel are on their way.” 

Beth Justice in the Burton 
House overlooking the marina 
said she first saw a sailboat go up 
in flames at 4:39 a.m. After call-
ing 911, she took a photo of it on 
her cell phone. “I had watched 
the boat sail into town yesterday 
and thought to myself what a 
beautiful boat. I watched it burn 
up,” she said.

At about 4:45 a.m. the first fire 
trucks arrived, stopping momen-
tarily at the top of Cross Street 
as firemen looked down at the 

marina that was totally engulfed 
in flames. 

That was the start of a long 
morning of fighting the fire and 
a series of mini-explosions as the 
fire jumped from boat to boat, 
creating bursts of flames as it 
crawled along. This would go on 
through the darkness until the last 
boat, fuel tank, and propane cyl-
inder were gone.

Standing on the hill
Throughout the darkness, the 

best location for viewing the fire 
was the hill at Buddy and Bobbie 
Wyker’s home, Overlook, on 
Watling Street. People came and 
went with cameras, many seeing 
for the first time what was left of 
their boats and the marina.    

The main topic of conversation 
was the direction of the wind. It 
was blowing hard to the north 
(toward the Rappahannock). “If 
it was blowing this way, we may 
have lost the church (Urbanna 
Baptist) and everything on 
Watling Street,” was a frequent 
comment.

When Carroll and Dana Davies 
arrived on the scene, there was a 
hush over the group. Everyone 
sensed the Davies’ pain at the loss 
of their Colonel, a 1936 wooden 
yacht that had been a part of the 
maritime scene and culture of 
Urbanna for decades.

It was then that everyone real-
ized there might be a greater loss 
than the boats and marina. Carroll 
immediately asked about a couple 
who may have been spending the 
night on a boat at the marina. 
Although it was not known then, 
the couple had already perished 
in the fire. Carroll asked whether 
they had gotten out safely. And 
then he pointed to a horrible clue 
that they did not—two vehicles 
parked side-by-side in the marina 
parking lot. “Their cars are still 
there,” he said. 

“Oh, my God!” someone 
gasped. There was no more men-
tion of it.

Lawrence Fuccella was on the 
hill and called David Cottrell in 
Richmond. Cottrell owns a home 
just outside of Urbanna and a 
classic, refurbished deadrise boat 
moored at the marina. “Sorry I’m 

calling you so early but . . . ,” said 
Fuccella.

After that conversation Fuc-
cella called Bill Hight whose 
wooden Chesapeake Bay buy-
boat 55th Virginia was docked 
about 100 feet downwind of the 
fire. Hight reported, “Firemen are 
throwing as much water as they 
can on my boat trying to keep it 
from catching fire, but my build-
ing (the former Boathouse Res-
taurant) has been gutted and I’ve 
lost all my stuff.”

Fortunately, 55th Virginia sur-
vived the fire along with The 
Residences at Oyster Harbor con-
dominiums next door.

From the hill, a boat could 
be seen ablaze in the creek. The 
fire had burned its lines, and the 
fully-engulfed vessel was float-
ing toward the town marina. 
Sheriff David Bushey was in a 
borrowed Christchurch School 
boat and was able to direct the 
burning vessel toward Rosegill 
Point, where it burned for hours. 
A boat owner at the town marina 
was instructed to watch the boat 
as it burned and to alert the sher-
iff if it somehow got ashore. The 
volunteer noted the drifting boat 
had a 6-foot keel. “It’s not going 
ashore,” he said.

The battle
The massive flames extended 

over the water and blocked 

access by firemen to the far end 
of the pier. The Lower Middle-
sex Volunteer Fire Department 
(LMVFD) ladder truck was 
extremely effective as it towered 
above the fire and was able to 
reach far out over the burning 
boats and docks. 

LMVFD Chief Jimmy Walden 
reported as he was leaving town 
at 11:15 a.m. the ladder truck 
alone poured 350,000 gallons of 
water onto the flames. 

The closest fire hydrant was at 
Prince George and Cross streets 
and a fire hose extended across 
the road and down the hill toward 
the marina, which necessitated 
closing the street to traffic. State 
police also re-directed traffic at 
the Urbanna Bridge and advised 
motorists to use Town Bridge 
Road to enter town.

A York County fire boat arrived 
and was able to put out flames 
from Urbanna Creek. 

A U.S. Coast Guard helicopter 
hovered overhead and a Coast 
Guard boat aided state police in 
recovering the two bodies. About 
10:30 a.m. state police requested 
that all onlookers leave the water-
front hill sides while the Coast 
Guard and police searched the 
debris and water for the two miss-
ing persons.

Once the fire was totally out 
at about 9 a.m., the Coast Guard, 
Virginia Marine Resources 

Commission and other agen-
cies worked together to contain 
oil and other toxic debris in an 
attempt to limit the environmen-
tal impact. Containment booms 
remain in place on the creek as 
the cleanup progresses.

Church service
Urbanna Baptist Church 

hosted a prayer service at 4:30 
p.m. at the church on Monday. 
The church was nearly full of 
grieving people along with vol-
unteers who had been engaged 
in the fire-fighting and clean-up 
efforts. 

The church’s pastor, Rev. Jona-
than Davis, offered prayer for the 
couple who died in the fire and 
for those who fought the fire. 

The husband and wife were in 
the process of retiring to Urbanna 
and were fixing up the brick 
home, known to most in town as 
Dr. A. L. Van Name’s old house, 
on Rappahannock Avenue. They 
were spending nights on their 
boat with their cat awaiting the 
completion of the house reno-
vations. Rev. Davis also gave a 
prayer for the couple’s church 
family at Sandston Presbyterian 
Church in Sandston.

Middlesex emergency services 
coordinator Mark Nugent spoke 
at the church service, emphasiz-
ing that the State Police investiga-
tion is similar to those conducted 

at any major fire. “It does not 
necessarily mean it was caused 
by arson,” he added.

Several TV stations and news-
papers reported that arson was 
the cause of the fire.

Urbanna Baptist also pro-
vided a dinner meal for volun-
teers and professional personnel 
who were still in town and had 
assisted in fighting the fire and 
the cleanup.

Also involved in the fire 
fighting and aftermath were 
the Middlesex Volunteer Fire 
Department of Urbanna, Hart-
field Volunteer Fire Department, 
Upper Middlesex Volunteer Fire 
Department (UMVFD) of Water 
View, Gloucester Fire Depart-
ment, York County Fire Depart-
ment, Central Middlesex Volun-
teer Rescue Squad of Urbanna, 
and Middlesex County Volun-
teer Rescue Squad of Deltaville. 
The UMVFD Auxiliary brought 
water and assisted firemen. 

Also on the scene were 
the Middlesex County Sher-
iff’s Office, Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission, Vir-
ginia State Police, Coast Guard 
Station Milford Haven, Coast 
Guard Air Station Elizabeth 
City, a Coast Guard incident 
management team, Virginia 
Department of Emergency 
Management, and a Newport 
News HAZMAT team.

Two die in massive Urbanna marina fire; 21 boats destroyed
by Larry Chowning
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Good Help to Those in Need®

May our community grow stronger 

through the prayers and spirit shared by all. 

In the wake of last week’s storm, 

we hold you in our hearts.

 RICHMOND—A confer-
ence committee of House and 
Senate members is working 
to hash out the differences 
between the state budget pro-
posals passed by the two cham-
bers.

The committee’s decisions 
will affect government spend-
ing for the next two years. Nei-
ther proposed budget includes 
new taxes or tax increases. Both 
increase funding for K-12 edu-
cation, higher education, eco-
nomic development and health 
care—but without expanding 
Medicaid, which serves low-
income residents.

“I am confident our confer-
ees will do an outstanding job 
of advocating this plan when 
we meet with our House coun-
terparts,” said Sen. Emmett 
Hanger, co-chairman of the 
Senate finance committee and a 
member of the conference com-
mittee.

Once the conference commit-
tee irons out the differences, the 
final budget will be put to a vote 
in both the House and Senate. 
After passing both houses, it 
will go to Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
for his consideration.

The process began in Decem-
ber when Gov. McAuliffe pro-
posed a state budget for the 
2016-18 biennium. The gov-
ernor’s plan called for spend-

RICHMOND—Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe has signed at least two 
fisheries measures of local inter-
est.

Gov. McAuliffe on February 
29 signed Senate Bill 529, to 
increase the total allowable men-
haden landings from 144,272.84 
metric tons per year to 158,700.12 
metric tons per year. The bill 
passed the Senate on January 27, 
40-0, and the House on February 
19, 98-0. 

The bill, introduced by Dis-
trict 28 Sen. Richard H. Stuart 
of Montross, also repeals the 
sunset provision that would have 
removed the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission’s author-
ity to establish the annual harvest 
cap for the purse seine fishery for 
Atlantic menhaden.

The new law will become 
effective July 1.

Gov. McAuliffe on February 
23 signed SB 284, to limit the 
exemption for taking up to one 
bushel of oysters for personal 
use on Sunday to those Sundays 
within a prescribed oyster harvest 
season and from public oyster 
grounds or unleased bottom that 
has been designated as open for 
harvesting. The bill passed the 
Senate on February 3, 40-0, and 
the House on February 15, 98-0.

The new law will become 
effective July 1.  

Among other fisheries legisla-
tion of local interest, SB 283, to 
require a turtle excluder device 
on recreational crab pots, passed 
the Senate on February 3, 40-0, 
and the House with amendments 
on February 19, 98-0. The bill 
with House amendments passed 
the Senate on February 22, 40-0, 
and it was sent to the governor 
February 23. 

Governor McAuliffe has until 
midnight March 3 to act on the 
legislation. He may sign the bill 
into law, return the bill to the leg-
islature with recommendations or 
veto the bill. If no action is taken, 
the bill becomes law.

The 2016 session of the Gen-
eral Assembly adjourns on March 
12. The legislature will reconvene 
on April 20 to take action on the 
governor’s recommendations and 
vetoes.

Among farming-related mea-
sures:

reimburse a plaintiff for the cost 
of an inverse condemnation pro-
ceeding for damaging property 
if a judgment is entered for the 
plaintiff, passed the Senate on 
February 15, 39-0, and the House 
on February 26, 95-0.

income tax credit for farmers 
who make food crop donations to 
a food bank, passed the Senate on 
February 11, 40-0, and the House 
on February 24, 97-2-1.

The bill was sent to the gov-
ernor on February 29 and he has 
until midnight March 7 to act.

legislation to SB 580, passed the 
House on February 11, 95-1-1, 
and the Senate with amendments 
on February 25, 40-0. On Febru-
ary 29, the House agreed to the 
Senate amendment and adopted 
the bill, 97-1.

Among other legislation of 
local interest:

petition for expungement of con-
victions and deferred disposition 
dismissals for marijuana posses-
sion, underage alcohol posses-
sion, and using a false ID to obtain 
alcohol when the offense occurred 

prior to the person’s 21st birthday, 
passed the Senate on February 9, 
40-0. However, on February 22, 
the bill was tabled by a House 
committee on courts of justice 
subcommittee on criminal law.

-
ceutical processors to manufac-
ture and provide cannabidiol oil 
and THC-A oil, passed the Senate 
on February 16, 38-0. On Febru-
ary 29, the House committee on 
courts of justice subcommittee 
on criminal law recommended 
reporting the bill with amend-
ments, 11-0.

-
bership of the Northern Neck-
Middle Peninsula Public Educa-
tion Consortium to include King 
George and King William coun-
ties, passed the House on Febru-
ary 1, 98-0, and the Senate on 
February 22, 40-0. The bill was 
sent to the governor on Febru-
ary 25 and he has until midnight 
March 3 to act.

shorelines from taxes, passed the 
House on February 11, 97-0, and 
the Senate on February 26, 39-0. 

hearings for electrical transmis-
sion line siting, passed the House 
on February 16, 97-0-2, and the 
Senate on February 25, 40-0.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 8, at Lancaster 
Middle School, 191 School Street, Kilmarnock. The 
board is expected to adopt a proposed $16.6 million 
budget for 2016-17. 

HEATHSVILLE—The 
of supervisors will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, March 
10, in the County Courts Building, 220 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville.

Supervisors will conduct a public hearing on the pro-
posed issuance of general obligation school bonds in the 
estimated amount of $35,365,000 to finance school facili-
ties and demolish certain existing facilities and refund all 
or a portion of certain outstanding lease revenue bonds.  

Other topics will include a request from:

operation at 193 Bow Wood Drive, Wicomico Church.

operation at 191 Bow Wood Drive, Wicomico Church.

business (gun sales and repair) at 16658 Northumberland 
Highway, Reedville.

pier at 494 Oyster Road, Lottsburg.
-

tions permit for an expansion of the mooring capacity 
extending the completion date from April 18, 2016, to 
January 31, 2019, at 309 Railway Drive, Ophelia.

that borders lots 16-20 of the Greenfield Point subdivi-
sion, Reedville.

WHITE STONE—White Stone Town Council 
will seek public input on two matters at 7 p.m. tonight, 
March 3, at Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive, White 
Stone. 

Council will hold a second reading on the proposed 
cigarette tax increase from 15 cents per pack to 25 cents 
per pack and should take a vote following the hearing, 
according to town manager Patrick Frere. 

Council also will hold the second of three required 
public hearings regarding a downtown revitalization 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) appli-
cation, which is due by March 23. The project includes 
improvements to the commercial area of town including 
new signage, public parking, pedestrian areas and build-
ing facade upgrades. The design team PMA Architecture 
of Newport News will present the proposed plan. 

A third hearing on the project is scheduled for March 
17 at Town Hall. 

Frere also will report on an ongoing CDBG grant for 
a residential rehabilitation and public sewer project and 
the town’s progress in purchasing the former White Stone 
Event Center, 606 Chesapeake Drive. 

Committee reports will also be presented. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

Gov. McAuliffe approves two fisheries bills

Conference committee to draft final state budget
by Matt Chaney,
Capital News Service

ing $52.3 billion on operat-
ing expenses during the first 
year and $54 billion during 
the second. He also proposed 
spending $2.9 billion, mostly in 
the first year, on capital projects 
such as port improvements and 
buildings at public colleges and 
universities.

Since then, the Senate finance 
committee and the House 
appropriations committee 
examined and revised the gov-
ernor’s requests. On Thursday, 
the Senate adopted its proposed 
budget (SB 30), 39-1. The same 
day, the House passed its pro-
posed budget (HB 30), 98-2.

Leaders of the two legislative 
bodies appointed the conference 
committee of seven senators 

and six delegates to hammer out 
a compromise budget.

According to the Senate 
Republican Caucus, the Sen-
ate’s version of the budget 
would cost the state $3 billion 
less than what McAuliffe origi-
nally proposed.

Del. S. Chris Jones, who 
chairs the House appropriations 
committee and is on the con-
ference committee, and other 
legislative leaders said they 
were confident that the General 
Assembly would adopt a final 
budget before it adjourns on 
March 12.

The legislature will recon-
vene on April 20 to take action 
on the governor’s recommenda-
tions and vetoes.
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Break out the champagne. Let’s cel-
ebrate. 

You’re reading a major milestone 
in my career. This installment of Fiction or 
Fact marks column number 1,000 under my 
byline.

This almost weekly, award-winning com-
mentary started on September 3, 1992, a 
year and a day after I joined the news team at 
the Rappahannock Record.

I could say I was influenced by that great 
polymath, author, printer, newspaperman, 
political theorist, politician, postmaster, 
scientist, inventor, civic activist, statesman 
and diplomat Benjamin Franklin, who said 
“Either write something worth reading or do 
something worth writing.”

Or, I could say I was influenced by that 
great polymath, antiques dealer, scholar, edu-
cator, politician and Rappahannock Record 
columnist Henry Lane Hull. He had a head 
start on me and when he broke 1,000, I was 
notably inspired. “If Henry can, so I am,” 
became my mantra.

Actually, I pursued the column to preserve 
my sanity. As a GARP, general assign-
ment reporter/photographer, trapped in the 
confines of local government coverage, 
I was experiencing claustrophobia. So, I 
approached the publisher/general manager 
who granted my wish to unleash my quill 
as long as I would keep it clean and refrain 
from pontificating, at least that’s how I 
remember it.

In that first installment, I indicated the 
column topics could range from issues or 
events of local, regional, state or national sig-
nificance, or insignificance, to observations 
of everyday life in our world. Don’t confuse 
“keep it vague” with “can’t commit.”

True to my word, the focus has been on 
family, friends, food, fashion, festivals, fish-
ing, and lots of other categories that begin 
with letters other than “f.” 

Topics have covered state, local and 
national politics. I’ve derided governors, 
ridiculed presidents, mocked local elected 
officials and even poked fun myself. If you 
can’t take it, don’t read it. If you can’t laugh 
at yourself, don’t laugh at all.

I’ve written about gaining and losing 

weight, love, marriage, divorce, cheeseburg-
ers, beer, broken hearts, unfilled promises, 
life, death, colors, boating, flying kites, 
gardening, reading, farming, racing, shoot-
ing pool, dancing, voting, work, vacations, 
holidays, special events, weather, music, red 
silk drawers, dreams, chocolate, movies, 
baseball, football, parties, words, clichés, 
restaurants, fitness, likes, dislikes, illness, 
places, people, pets, history and Jesus—and 
a lot of other stuff that’s worth reading.

The column doesn’t necessarily represent 
the position of the newspaper; however, I’ve 
used it to introduce newspaper policy or 
desires: limit your letters to 300 words, keep 
campaign endorsements focused on issues, 
and put a lid on climate change and global 
warming. Results of my informal survey 
show its all a bunch of hot air. 

The shortest column was a 30-line, 
95-word rap published on March 4, 1993. 
Longer columns have stretched three-quar-
ters of a page. This one is 1,000 words.

I’ve put a lot of thought into a few col-
umns and a little of me in each one. You may 
even recognize something you’ve said or 
suggested. Ideas could come from anywhere.

There was a column, I don’t remember 
exactly when and its not worth repeating, that 
I wrote about having nothing to write. You 
fall off a horse, you get back on. You have a 
spell of writer’s block, you write about it.

On April 22, 1993, I introduced the term 
Riverneck: a redneck with a boat. Like red-
neck, it is a term of endearment.

A reoccurring theme is my search for a 
suitable longterm mate. I’m still accepting 
applications from single, attractive females. 
For details, contact me at 435-1701, ext 25, 
or consult columns published February 3 
through March 24, 2011.

Some ideas have taken weeks to put into 
words. Others have taken only a few min-
utes. Sometimes I’ll get in a lazy zone and 
come up with a list disguised as a column.

My first annual book column appeared on 
January 13, 1994.

Early columns led to three books— If 
You Think Rock n’ Roll is a Fish Sandwich, 
You Might be a Riverneck; If Your Spring 
Mating Ritual Requires a Skiff, You Might 

be a Riverneck; and If You Quivah Every 
Time they Mispronounce River, You Might 
Be a Riverneck. The latter two are still in 
print and may be purchased for the mere 
sum of $10 plus sales tax at the Rappa-
hannock Record, 27 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

The May 30, 2013, column was a real 
life-changer, that’s the column in which I 
urged the community to pray for my health 
and recovery as I would soon be undergoing 
treatment for cancer. As I wrote: “With your 
prayers, me, Jesus and my medical team are 
gonna whip cancer.”

In the October, 31, 2014, column I 
reported on my return to the helm following 
a successful round of treatments. As I wrote: 
“I’ve learned a lot from my challenges. 
At the top of the list would be patience. 
Although I don’t always practice it, I’ve 
learned its value.

“I learned that I should be more attentive 
when others face similar challenges. A card, 
an email or other expression means a lot.

“I also learned to let go of the worries. 
With Jesus on my side, I’ve got no reason to 
worry and I can let the medical team do the 
worrying—insurance covers it.”

Prayer works. The tests are still coming 
back cancer-free, so I’m setting my sights on 
another 1,000 columns.

I won first place for column writing 
among newspapers of similar size in the 
Virginia Press Association’s annual contest 
for 2007. The entry included an interview I 
had with myself regarding my diet, published 
May 31, 2007; the graduation speech I would 
have delivered, had I been asked, published 
June 14, 2007; and a discourse on tithing, 
published July 5, 2007.

I won second place in a similar VPA con-
test for 2012. The entry included an essay on 
the proper way to taste bourbon, published 
October 11, 2012; a report on the cost of a 
traditional Thanksgiving meal, published 
November 15, 2012; and an exposé on the 
Mayan calendar doomsday hoax, published 
November 29, 2012.

Greater rewards come in the form of com-
pliments, or complaints, from readers like 
you.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

Photo by Robert Mason Jr. 

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and 
times in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, 
subject line Focal Point. 

 

Growing up, I was raised by parents who 
were inveterate tourists. Two or three 

times each summer we left our family home 
in Colonial Beach to make a one-day circuit 
of the Northern Neck. The first stop was 
Montross, where we drove around the old 
courthouse, and sometimes went in the West-
moreland County Museum to peruse its col-
lection of locally significant artifacts.  

Back on the road the next stop, in passing, 
that is, was at Nomini Creek, shortly before 
Mount Holly, where my parents made sure 
that I knew that the old steamboat dock, next 
to the present bridge, was the site of their 
first date. The occasion had been to see a per-
formance by Adams Floating Theater. To this 
day, whenever I cross the bridge, I look at 
the overgrown and abandoned bulkhead, and 
envision what the scene must have been with 
the theater in port.

About 20 years ago I related that story to 
the late Ailine Lewis, and in the course of 
the conversation we came to realize that as a 
small girl she had been present for the same 
performance.  She had won a basket in a 
raffle, and the next time I saw her, she came 

with the basket as a present for the Elder B.E.
Back to our Neck Trek, after Mount 

Holly, we headed for Heathsville, where we 
would stop at Mrs. Martin’s antique shop 
in the original building of the Northumber-
land Echo newspaper.   
Many years later, when 
the building was being 
razed, I purchased the 
ceiling beams, which 
now form a part of our 
home.

When we left 
Heathsville, we went 
on to Reedville and 
Fleeton, usually via the Sunnybank Ferry; 
after all, who can pass up a free boat ride? 
We retraced our steps to Burgess, without 
repeating the ferry ride, and proceeded to 
Wicomico Church. In those days before 
the onset of modernity, huge maple trees 
graced the sides of the road as it passed 
through the village. No drainage problem 
existed, until the trees were removed, gut-
ters installed, which later were filled with 
blacktop, leaving us today with puddles of 

standing water after each rainstorm.
We would take the old road to Kilmarnock, 

through Ball’s Neck, seeing the venerable 
homes along the way, and stopping to visit 
the grave of Richard Lee, the Emigrant, at 

Cobbs Hall.  He came 
to Virginia in 1639 
and by the time of his 
death in 1664, he had 
completed three more 
round trips to England.

Kilmarnock was the 
great metropolis of 
the day’s foray. Every-
thing happened on 

Main Street, with diagonal parking up and 
down its length. We would go on to White 
Stone, for lunch at White Stone Beach, in 
the old tomato cannery out over the water. 
My parents first had stayed there in the adja-
cent lodging as a young married couple. We 
always asked for crab cakes, the specialty of 
Mrs. Culver,  the widow of the proprietor, 
who had been a friend of my parents from 
their first visit.  

My father liked to recount the names of 

some of the prominent patrons, who would 
come down from Washington, also eager to 
enjoy Mrs. Culver’s crab cakes. We would 
go over to Irvington, then back to Kilmar-
nock, and up Route 3, detouring to include 
the Merry Point Ferry. At Saint Mary’s White 
Chapel, we stopped to see the grave of Mar-
garet Sullavan, the early firm actress, who 
was a native of Lancaster County.  

When we arrived in Warsaw, a metropolis 
rivaling Kilmarnock, we stopped to see the 
court complex, ever a fascinating subject for 
my father, a lawyer and court official. From 
there, we headed home, having completed a 
12-hour day.  

Over the years of those sojourns, we made 
many friends all over the Northern Neck. 
Today I am happy that, thanks to my parents, 
I got to see life as it was in those good old 
days. Fortunately, much has remained, but 
the irreparable losses, such as Culver’s at 
White Stone Beach, the steamboat dock at 
Nomini Creek and the old newspaper office 
in Heathsville, still produce nostalgia and 
regret that the two B.E.s have missed those 
elements of our history.

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

Kilmarnock was the great 
metropolis of the day’s foray. 
Everything happened on Main 
Street, with diagonal parking 
up and down its length.

The Senate and the House of 
Delegates released and approved 
their respective versions of Vir-
ginia’s two-year budget last week. 
Approving the budget is the Gen-
eral Assembly’s foremost respon-
sibility under the Constitution.

Virginia enacts a two-year 
budget, approving a spending 
plan in even years. That is why 
General Assembly sessions last 
60 days in even-numbered years, 
but only 46 days in odd-num-
bered ones.  In odd-numbered 
years, the General Assembly 
makes amendments to the two-
year budget it enacted the previ-
ous year, a task that is a little less 
time-consuming.

The Senate’s version of the 
state’s two-year spending plan, 
which was approved by a 38-to-1 
bipartisan vote, is structurally 
balanced, reduces state-supported 
debt, and trims discretionary 
spending. This is consistent with 
the last two biennial budgets, 
both of which were approved by 
Republican majorities.

Republican majorities in the 

Senate and House have priori-
tized slowing the growth of dis-
cretionary spending, contained 
in the General Fund portion of 
the budget. That commitment 
has paid off with General Fund 
expenditures decreasing by 5% 
over the last decade. That’s genu-
ine progress in the effort to con-
trol government spending. The 
budget approved by the Senate 
on Thursday is $3 billion less 
than what Gov. McAuliffe pro-
posed. There are no new taxes or 
tax rate increases in the plan, and 
the Senate budget does not adopt 
ObamaCare’s Medicaid expan-
sion scheme.

By prioritizing core services, 
the Senate plan directs more 
funding to our public schools 
and appropriates the state’s share 
of funding for a 2% teacher pay 
raise that would go into effect this 
year. The Senate budget plan also 
includes funds to address salary 
compression to help sheriffs and 
the State Police retain experi-
enced law enforcement profes-
sionals.

Now that the House and Senate 
have approved their respective 
budget proposals, differences 
between the two plans have to be 
ironed out. That will be accom-
plished over the next two weeks. 

Throughout my time serv-
ing in Virginia’s Legislature, I 
have made education a priority. 
This session I worked closely 
with Education Secretary Anne 
Holton on legislation to ensure 
our public schools maintain full 
accreditation. Senate Bill 368 
has passed both Chambers and is 
headed to Gov. McAuliffe for his 
signature. 

The bill would allow the Board 
of Education authority to work 
with local school boards in estab-
lishing a corrective action plan 
for any school that is failing to 
achieve full accreditation. These 
corrective steps are necessary 
to assure students in Virginia 
receive the proper knowledge to 
prepare them for their future. It 
is important that we not fail in 
our duties and obligations to our 
youth.

It is always a pleasure to see so 
many friendly faces from around 
District 4, and I enjoyed catching 
up with former Sen. Elmo Cross. 
We recently saw Shauna McCra-
nie and students from Northum-
berland Middle School Tal-
ented and Gifted Program, also 
Northumberland school board 
member Dana O’Bier. Many 
members of the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula Relators 
Association came by my office 
last Thursday. 

A tornado tore through areas 
of the Middle Peninsula and 
Northern Neck leaving a path 
of destruction last week. My 
thoughts and prayers go out to our 
friends in Tappahannock, Rich-
mond County, and the surround-
ing areas who have been deeply 
affected by this natural disaster. 
To donate any goods or volunteer 
your time in the recovery efforts, 
please contact my office (698-
7504, district04@senate.virginia.
gov) and we will put you in touch 
with the appropriate persons and 
groups.

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Ryan T. McDougle

Apologies
In the submission of a recent press release about the 

upcoming National Alliance on Mental Illness Family-to-
Family Class, I made an error on the contact number. And 
what a difference one number makes!

The correct number for general information and registra-
tion is 804-684-1480. We also can be contacted by email at 
namimidtidewater@gmail.com. Our website is www.nami-
mid-tidewater.org.

I also want to sincerely apologize to the person whose 
number was mistakenly listed in the article. I am sorry for 
any inconvenience that this error on my part has caused. I 
appreciate your understanding as we spread the word about 
this vital support for families of persons living with serious 
mental illness.

The class will begin April 5 at Riverside Walter Reed 
Hospital. This is a free, 12-week class and registration is 
required.

Gloucester

As the seventh week of the 2016 General Assembly session 
comes to a close, I first want to recognize the many volunteers, 
first responders, as well as local, state, and federal emergency 
personnel who have come to the aid of our friends and families 
affected by the severe weather events on Wednesday night. 

Over the next weeks and months, let’s continue to pray, heal 
and rebuild together.

Here in Richmond, we passed a two-year state budget Thurs-
day that includes no fee or tax increases, eliminates state liabili-
ties, reduces borrowing, makes significant investments into K-12 
education, holds tuition increases down, invests in economic 
development while increasing accountability, provides funding 
to help combat domestic violence, and strengthens the healthcare 
safety net.

Now that the House budget has passed, our budget negotiators 
will work with the Senate to craft a final agreement that can be 
sent to Gov. McAuliffe’s desk for his signature.

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone
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CORRECTION ABOUT YOUR FIREARMS 
RIGHTS  SEMINAR!

The seminar originally scheduled for MARCH 3rd 2016, at 6:00  
is NOW SCHEDULED for MONDAY, MARCH 14th 2016,  
at 6:00, at THE LANCASTER COMMUNITY LIBRARY

COME JOIN US TO LEARN …..

 

 
 AND SELLER

 

THERE WILL BE A QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION FOLLOWING THE SPEAKERS
SPEAKERS & PRESENTATIONS BY…..

 Attorney Wayne S. Painter NRA Instructor Dave Peterson 
 FFL Dealer David McDaniels Alease Perkinson, Researcher & Paralegal

(Reprints from the February  
3, 1906, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)
Caught On The Fly

H. H. Hale was recently in 
Lancaster buying stock for 
his livery and sale barn at 
Mathews C. H.

Geo. R. Finch, the popular 
hardware drummer, is quite 
sick at his home in Baltimore. 
A Mr. Cavalier is representing 
him in this section.

Things are very encouraging 
from Dr. Robt. E. Booker, of 
Lottsburg, taken to Baltimore 
for appendicitis. The operation 
was successful.

Capt. D. M. Nelson, L. B. 
Wagenon and R. A. Davis, of 
Urbanna, and Erasinus Booker, 
of Farnham, were on steamer 
Saturday en route to Baltimore.

C. O. Barnes, of New York, 
says his project on a railroad 
from Richmond to Urbanna is 
not identified with the Gould 

movement. Our sister town 
across the river is lucky in 
having a pair of suitors for her 
favor.

Charles Jeffries is very ill at 
his home here. We hope soon 
to see him out again.

Rev. G. Y. Bradley, of White 
Stone, preached a very good 
sermon Sunday night at Brent’s 
hall.

Mr. and Mrs. B. Peterson are 
rejoicing over the arrival of 
twins, a son and a daughter.

Andrew Barber, the faithful 
driver of mails to Irvington, 
has been quite sick for a week, 
and still remains so.
Millenbeck

The traveling salesman, W. E. 
Shackleford, was seen here last 
week.

Mrs. E. T. Schools is sick 
with  pneumonia at this writing.

It is understood that M. 
Hayden will move to Urbanna 

in the near future.
We hope so much that Frank 

J. Gould will succeed with his 
railroad. It would be an advan-
tage to us in every way.

Mr. Connellee, of Warsaw, 
arrived here on Monday’s 
steamer to repair the telephone 
line along the country.

Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Newbill was at Molusk yester-
day on professional business.

Corbin Christopher, of Wic-
omico Church, was visiting 
friends here during the past week.

Steamboats blocked rations 
are getting scarce. Go to butch-
ering.

A brass “sight” to surveying 
compass lost sometime since 
will be paid for if returned by 
finder to W. McD. Lee.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

John Whitbeck, a Loudoun 
County attorney who chairs the 
Republican Party of Virginia, 
will make the featured speech at 
the Lancaster County Republican 
Committee’s 19th annual Reagan 
Day Dinner March 20 at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club 
near Kilmarnock. 

Whitbeck was elected to his 
post in January 2015 by the 
Republican State Central Com-
mittee to the remaining term of 
retiring state party chairman Pat 
Mullins. Whitbeck is a candidate 
for election to a full term at the 
Republican State Convention in 
Harrisonburg, April 29 and 30.

He previously served as chair-
man of the 10th Congressional 
District Republican Committee. 
He also served as a law profes-
sor at George Mason University 
Law School, and was a substitute 
judge in Virginia District Courts 
and Special Prosecutor in the 
Loudoun County General Dis-
trict Courts.

Rep. Rob Wittman will serve 
as master of ceremonies at the 
dinner, which begins with a 5:30 
p.m. social period followed by a 
buffet dinner at 7 p.m.

Other guest speakers will 
include District 99 Del. Margaret 
Ransone and District 4 Sen. Ryan 
McDougle. The agenda also will 
include Shak Hill, state co-chair-

Do you remember?

Richard Verlander, Theodric Purcell, Clarence Sadler, Carter Harding, Wilbur Hudson, 
Carol Davis, Bobby Christopher, Winter McCrobie, Donal Bussells, Marion Ashburn, 

YESTERYEAR

wind   ws 
on the Bay

The Award Winning Home, Garden & Real Estate Supplement 
to the Southside Sentinel and Rappahannock Record

Call Sara, Marilyn or Jessica at the Rappahannock Record

Dear Lancaster Lady,
Over the years, I have handed 

tissues to many a sobbing hostess 
who experienced the angst you 
have experienced. It is indeed dif-
ficult to understand how so many 
otherwise decent people could go 
so wrong on such a small and rea-
sonable request.

RSVP, Respondez s’il vous 
plait,” is French for respond if 
you please. It  is not just a super-
fluous request from the host or 
hostess. It is important to the 
planning of an event to know the 

Because You Are Polite
. . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

tions to a birthday party 

invitations were hand 
delivered to her class

reached their intended 
destinations. The 
request to RSVP was 
on each one. However, 

attended, no one called 

shock.
Lancaster Lady  

numbers coming and whether or 
not there are special concerns 
regarding diet and time lines.

I have come to believe that 
there are some who, although 
well meaning, assume that the 
hostess knows they will attend 
because they always attend the 
delightful parties/dinners/corn 
hole competitions she gives.  

There are apparently others 
who think that RSVP is a code, 
perhaps for “Reserved for VPs” 
or who knows, but not applying 
to them.

Then there is a seemingly 
dwindling contingent who take 
literally the “s’il vous plait,” 
or “if you please,” part of the 
request and therefore consider 
responding an option, not a 
social must.

But a social must it is. That is, 
for the polite person. You would 
have been well within social 
bounds to call each one, ask if 
they had received the invita-
tion, and ascertain whether or 
not their child would be coming. 
Though time consuming, it 
may have eased your pre-party 

doubts. No matter what, do not 
take this seeming lack of respect 
as a personal attack. Obviously, 
everyone was pleased to be 
asked and responded by send-
ing their children to what was, 
I am sure, a magnificent event. 
Despite your upset, there was no 
child left behind.

Ginger Philbrick is the owner 
of Because You Are Polite….
LLC. You are invited to e-mail 
your manners questions to her 
and she will respond as time and 
space allow. You may contact her 
at youarepolite1@verizon.net 
and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

Republican Party state chairman 
will speak at Reagan Day Dinner

John Whitbeck

man of the Ted Cruz for President 
campaign, and Del. Rob Bell, 
a candidate for the Republican 
nomination for Attorney General.

A silent auction of political 
memorabilia is offered, and addi-
tional donations are needed, Lan-
caster Republican Chairman Sue 
Clingan said. Donors may call 
auction chairman Barbara Lovell, 
435-0868.

To make a Reagan Day Dinner 
reservation, send a check, cover-
ing the number of guests, payable 
to the Lancaster County Repub-
lican Committee, to Lancaster 
County Republican Committee, 
P.O. Box 1215, Kilmarnock, VA 
22482, or call Clingan, 436-5749.  



  RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

19th Annual REAGAN DAY DINNER

Sunday, March 20, 2016
Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club

Kilmarnock, Va 22482

Keynote Speaker: RPV Chairman John Whitbeck
Guest Speakers: Congressman Rob Wittman, 

State Sen. Ryan McDougle, Delegate Margaret 
Ransone, Shak Hill, Del. Rob Bell

Silent Auction to follow

Cocktails (cash bar) at 5:30 p.m.; 
Buffet Dinner at 7 p.m.; Business Attire

The price is $55 per person 

For reservations call 804.436.5749

Paid for and authorized by the 
Lancaster County Republican Committee

New transmission
cables could bring
unwanted results

I’m writing regarding the 
reconstruction of transmission 
cables along the Norris Bridge.

I understand the importance 
of the Rappahannock River 
and its role in surrounding 
communities. If the transmis-
sion cables are constructed, I 
understand that there will be 
cheaper, more reliable electric-
ity for the Northern Neck. 

The transmission cable con-
struction could bring about 
many positives, but the only 
positive I see is the fact that it 
will bring about more reliable, 
cheaper electricity. Since it 
will make electricity cheaper, 
the transmission cable con-
struction could mean that the 
community has the ability to 
expand.

My perspective on this is 
that it’s a good thing and could 
help local economies, but it 
will change the culture of the 
area.

The Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula take pride 
in the beauty of the area and 
the culture. The culture of 
the area is a small town, the 
“everybody knows everybody” 
town. I’ve heard many say that 
they wished we had a Target or 
Lowes, or another major cor-
poration, but do they really?

If a major corporation 
opened its doors here, it would 
shift the culture. Having to 
drive 45 minutes just to go 
to the movies sounds dread-
ful, but it’s outweighed by the 
small-town feel it brings.

Current science
makes history

The magazine Scientific 
American tries to keep the 
public up-to-date on the status 
of scientific knowledge, espe-
cially as advances become 
mainstream. There are two 
articles in the March 2016 
issue that citizens should read, 
especially if they are interested 
in climate change.

“Syria’s Climate Refugees” 
explains how drought made 
rural agriculture more difficult 
or impossible, forcing people 
to move to cities in search of 
work. The subsequent crowd-
ing, lack of jobs and too many 
unemployed young men led 
to civil war. This scenario can 
only continue, and spread to 
other parts of the world, with 
similar consequences, as Earth 
warms and as tribalism contin-
ues to trump morality.

“Anatomy of a Mass Mur-
derer” explains how modern 
techniques available to geo-
chemists permit lots of tiny 
samples of volcanic rocks to 
be dated very precisely. Geol-
ogists have now concluded 
that four of five major extinc-
tions recorded in Earth’s fossil 
record were caused by “cata-
clysmic volcanic eruptions” 
that released carbon dioxide 
and sulfur, leading to rapid 
changes in climate and ocean 
acidification that caused lethal 
death spirals.

Some scientists have pro-
posed that we now live in the 
“Anthropocene,” a newly pro-
posed geologic epoch in which 
human activities have already 
begun to have a global impact 
on Earth’s ecosystems.

Without doubt, extinctions 
are becoming more common 
from such human activities as 
ecosystem destruction, carbon 
dioxide emissions and greed. 
Citizens must recognize that 
every major scientific organi-
zation, like the U.S. National 
Academy of Sciences, and 
every major religious organi-

Warming
pause is real

A new study published in 
Nature Climate Change finally 
admits the "pause" in global 
warming is real.

This study is not controver-
sial for those who understand 
some basic mathematics. That 
determination, a standard 
trend analysis, is periodically 
performed and answers the 
question ‘for how long a cur-
rent period has there been no 
warming trend?’  The result is 
determined by the data, so is 
obviously not “cherry-picked.”

The Nature Climate Change 
periodical "is a fervent alarm-
ist journal which rarely if ever 
runs papers that cast doubt on 
the man-made-global-warming 
narrative" and deals with data 
from both weather satellites as 
well as terrestrial data. 

The analysis answers an 
interesting question ... "For 
how long has the current trend 
shown no additional warm-
ing?”  The Breitbart article 
should be accessible by 
googling "Not even Michael 
Mann.” Within that article is a 
link to the study.

However, this study con-
tradicts a widely-reported 
study produced just last year 
by NOAA which attempted to 
deny the existence of the pause. 

The current El Nino, which 

Character counts
Have we forgotten that char-

acter counts?
Character is the level of a 

person's personal integrity, 
honor, and morals and of cour-
age to live up to them.

A recent cartoon shows two 
desks, each with a person sit-
ting behind it and a sign above. 
The signs were “Comfortable 
Lies” for one, “Hard Truths” 
for the other. A long line of 
people are waiting to be served 
at “Comfortable Lies” but none 
at “Hard Truths.”

Far too many of us, from lib-
eral to conservative, have been 
living lined up at the comfort-
able lies desk. I strongly sus-
pect it is because we are losing 
our sense of the importance 
of character and consequently 
losing interest in the character 
of those who seek leadership. 

Eight years ago, millions of 
Americans of all ethnicities 
judged a man more by the color 
of his skin rather than the con-
tent of his character, showing 
little interest in what light his 
past shed on the qualities of his 
character or even the details of 
his promises.

This betrayal of Martin 
Luther King’s dream helped 
bring us to where both left and 
right are disgusted with Wash-
ington, not just because of one 
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what we want?

When we fail to judge men 
and women first by the content 
of their character, their prom-
ises and policies become irrel-
evant—and so do we.

Heathsville

zation agree, and are correct, 
about the reality and conse-
quences of climate change. We 
have the opportunity to “get 
it right” or “get it wrong” for 
those who succeed us.

History, both recent and 
ancient, provides a guide.

Dr. Lynton S. Land, 
Ophelia

If the transmission cables are 
built, the Northern Neck will 
lose one of the primary aspects 
of the community that many 
citizens take pride in. Those 
who haven’t experienced the 
community don’t understand 
the importance a small-town 
community or the surpris-
ing upside to being at least 
45 minutes from many major 
corporations. So, the transmis-
sion cable construction could 
potentially bring about more 
changes than the power com-
pany originally planned.

Libby Nashwinter,
White Stone

began before midyear 2015 
may, particularly if it contin-
ues long enough, diminish the 
duration of the hiatus in future 
determinations. 

But readers should keep 
in mind that even NASA has 
recently admitted that this El 
Nino is unrelated to man's 
activities, so is merely natu-
ral warming, and El Ninos 
are generally followed by La 
Ninas which are natural cool-
ing events.

I doubt that this information 
will be covered by much, if any, of 
the major news media.

Denis Ables,
Mollusk

man but from the culmination 
of a trend we have been indulg-
ing in for years—increasingly 
ignoring character in candi-
dates. 

Of all the candidates for 
president in both parties, the 
three whose life histories pro-
vide the strongest evidence of 
a lack of character are the top 
polling candidates.

Are we really so foolish 
as to believe leaders without 
good character will faithfully 
execute their promises? Or are 
we so degraded that only lead-
ers of low character can give us 

WHY
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you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13
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To my Riverside Tappahannock Family…
 Thank you for responding to the call.

Thank you for helping in every way possible.

You came from every department, every location,  

and weren’t even scheduled to work.

 

Filled with compassion and skillful expertise, you worked brilliantly side by side to heal 

our community…your friends, neighbors, and families.

 

Amidst the controlled chaos I saw your face. I saw heroes.

 

You are my heroes. You are our family, our home, our heart.  Thank You.

 

Esther Muscari Desimini


