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Lancaster High competes in state tournament
Lancaster’s Sam Bouis (right) stands at attention as the colors are dismissed during the ceremony to 
open the championship round at Group 1A wrestling championships February 20 at the Salem Civic 
Center. Bouis successfully defended his state heavyweight title. More coverage appears on pages C1-2 
and RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

LANCASTER—With only days remaining until the March 1 deadline to 
file for town elections, Kilmarnock’s ballot is the only one filling up. Both 
Irvington and White Stone remain wide open; however, several incumbents 
have indicated they are planning to file for the May 4 election.

In Kilmarnock, council members Michael Sutherland, Keith Butler and 
Betsy Crowther have filed. Rebecca Nunn said she is undecided.

In Kilmarnock, three seats are up for election for four-year terms and one 
seat, now held by Crowther, is up for the remaining two years of a four-year 
term.

In Irvington, the only incumbent to file so far is Fran Westbrook. Newcomer 
Michael Bombay has also filed for a position on council. Kathleen Pollard and 
Mayor Ralph “Rannie” Ransone have indicted they will file for re-election.

In Irvington, the position of mayor and three council seats will be on the 
ballot.

In White Stone, no one has filed for town council. However, Blair Kenyon 
and Paul Elborne said they are planning to file for their seats. Incumbents Wil-
liam Hubbard and Jennifer Hodges did not return phone calls.

In White Stone, four council positions will be on the ballot.
The registrar’s office will remain open until 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 1, to 

accommodate candidate filings.
To file, contact Lancaster voter registrar Susan Jett at the County Adminis-

tration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster, or 462-5277.
Also on Tuesday, voters statewide have an opportunity to participate in a 

presidential primary election. The polls will be open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Voters may choose to participate in either the Republican primary or the 

Democratic primary. Participants will not be required to sign a “loyalty oath.”
The presidential election is coming November 8.

Tuesday is big day for 
upcoming elections

by Audrey Thomasson

There have been many changes in 
the Lancaster County Common-

wealth’s Attorney’s office since Jan 
(pronounced Yahn) Smith took office 
seven weeks ago.

Smith was elected to the post in 
November. Among his first actions 
before taking office January 1, was 
to designate Maggie Ransone as his 
assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney. 
For the past three years, Ransone 
worked part-time in the prosecutor’s 
office, handling mostly traffic cases.   

After observing her in court last year, 
Smith believed that with some mentor-
ing, she had “tremendous potential” to 
handle bigger cases as well.

“Under former Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Robert Cunningham, the 
office employed three attorneys. I 
decided we needed only two attor-
neys,” Smith said. “I believed (former 
Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney) 
Kenny Kunkle replicated some of 
my abilities and that Maggie comple-
mented my abilities better.”

Ransone now prosecutes half the 
cases in General District Court.

“I’m really enjoying my role in the 
justice process and getting to use my 
knowledge and skills,” said Ransone.

On his first day on the job, Smith 

Commonwealth’s Attorney Smith pledges to get tough on crime

From left are Lancaster County Commonwealth’s Attorney Jan 
Smith, assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Maggie Ransone and 
Lancaster County General District Court Judge Gordon Wilkins. 

by Audrey Thomasson

prosecuted a case against James 
“Todd” Kessler for felony assault of 
a couple at a Windmill Point bar. Kes-
sler is serving 45 years for the second 
degree murder of Claudine J. Gifford 
of Burgess, who was last seen at the 
same bar.

In a bench trial before Circuit Court 
Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III, Kessler 
was convicted of unlawful wounding. 

Sentencing is scheduled for March 11.
Smith also argued against a motion 

by Kessler’s newly retained Richmond 
attorney to declare Kessler indigent in 
order to have taxpayers pay his legal 
expenses. The motion was denied.

Recently, Smith sat down with the 
Rappahannock Record for the first of 
what he called “regular updates” on his 
office.

“I want the public to know what 
we’re doing and that we are going to be 
tough and fast on crime,” he explained. 

In response to a large number of 
repeat probation violations that have 
been passing through Lancaster courts, 
Smith said he wants convicted crimi-
nals back in jail when they violate 
the terms of their probation and will 
ask the court to revoke bond on other 
offenders.

“I’ve asked (probation officers) to 
give me prompt notice of probation 
violations instead of saving up viola-
tions,” he said.

In addition, he wants to cut down on 
the number of cases that are continued 
to a later trial date and uphold each 
defendant’s right to a speedy trial.

“I looked at the aging on these cases 
and it’s pathetic,” he said. 

The Commonwealth’s Attorney’s 
office had just begun to form Sexual 
Assault Response Teams (SART), a 
state compliance requirement, when 
Smith took office. SART is a coordi-
nated trauma team representing law 
enforcement, prosecutors, and sexual 
assault centers to intervene and pro-
cess adult sexual assault cases in a 
formalized and consistent process. 
Smith confirmed the program is being 
launched.

Similarly, he reported on the forma-

tion of a multi-discipline team (MDT) 
to respond to domestic violence. Lan-
caster County sheriff’s investigator 
Steve Sorenson is coordinating the 
program in schools, with the commu-
nity services board, the hospital and 
other medical facilities.

Smith said he is also getting tough 
on area drug dealers.

“I’m meeting with state police to 
aggressively pursue drug activity 
across the multi-jurisdictional region,” 
he said.

With the cooperation of the school 
district, his office also will pursue stu-
dents participating in criminal activity 
on school grounds. Up to now, he’s 
been unable to go after certain activ-
ity because school monitoring videos 
were not being saved.  

“The schools need to be sensitive 
to preservation of evidence,” he said. 
“Whenever there is an incident at the 
schools, tapes need to be saved for 15 
to 30 days, automatically.” He reported 
that resource officers are changing 
their procedure and will collect tapes 
immediately after each incident.

While Smith couldn’t say how 
many cases he’s prosecuted so far, he 
believes they are making progress.

“We’re catching up,” he said. “I 
haven’t found all of the (delayed cases) 
yet, but we’re getting there.”

LANCASTER—Planning commis-
sion members for Lancaster County last 
week got their first look at department 
requests totaling $8.3 million in capital 
improvement projects (CIP) for fiscal 
years 2017-21. Some $2,938,196 of the 
total is requested for fiscal year 2017.

Capital improvement projects are 
defined as real or personal property 
acquisitions or improvements with a 
minimum estimated cost of $10,000 
and life expectancy of at least five years.

Most department spokesmen only 
addressed 2017 requests.

Emergency medical services is 
asking for $2,050,000 for an emer-
gency operations center. The county’s 
paid EMS personnel operate out of the 
former Family Maternity Center near 
Brookvale, according to EMS chief 
Terry McGregor. He said the federal 

government could foreclose on that 
building at any time. 

Member David Chupp asked why 
McGregor hadn’t looked into purchas-
ing and restructuring the building to fit 
their needs.

“I’m stunned that a county of 11,000 
people would need a $2 million build-
ing” to shelter citizens when no one 
used the emergency shelters in the last 
storm, said Chupp.

McGregor said a center would not 
act as an emergency shelter, but would 
provide “continuity of government. We 
don’t have that now. Had Hurricane Joa-
quin come up the coast here, the county 
would have had to be evacuated.”

Without a central response center 
during weather events, the sheriff’s 
department is swamped with emer-
gency calls that require a lot of overtime 
with officers answering calls, said Sgt. 
Jeffrey Haywood.

McGregor added that emergency 
vehicles must be maintained in a cli-
mate controlled environment to ensure 
the preservation of equipment and med-
ications. He said the county currently 
has 16 full-time emergency staff and 20 
part-time.

“I’d still like to see a cost comparison 
with the maternity center,” said Chupp.

“The board is going to require it,” 
said county director of planning and 
land use Don Gill.

A county CIP request for $500,000 
would be used for public access to the 
rivers and bay.

School operations director John Mann 
said the school district is requesting 
$268,900 for fiscal year 2017. School 
needs by priority include $178,000 
for two new school buses; a $25,000 
match for the state’s School Security 
Grant of up to $100,000; $37,900 for 
a site selection/land purchase study as 

the next step in examination of options 
for building or renovating schools, and; 
$28,000 to replace an air handler at the 
high school.

Building and Maintenance is request-
ing $92,450 for fiscal year 2017. Depart-
ment head Keith Cornwell said the list 
includes $36,450 for a new roof on the 
health department building, which has 
had numerous leaks; $17,000 to finish 
replacing windows in the adminis-
tration building; $27,000 to seal the 
asphalt and repaint parking lines at the 
courthouse, administration and health 
department buildings, and; $12,000 for 
new entry doors for the administration 
and health department buildings.

The sheriff’s office is requesting 
$26,846 for computer network upgrade 
extensions and installation. 

Planning commission members will 
review and prioritize CIP requests at 
their March 17 meeting. They also will 

Commission receives capital requests totaling $2.9 million for 2017
by Audrey Thomasson hold a public hearing on changes to por-

tions of the zoning ordinances dealing 
with Article 2-Districts, Article 3-Agri-
cultural limited and Article 4-Agricul-
tural general.
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RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

New Exhibit Feb 2 - 27

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

Shades of Grey
with a Touch of Color

KILMARNOCK—Kilmar-
nock town manager Tom Saun-
ders on February 22 informed 
town council that all citizens 
need to sign up for code red 
alerts. 

“Please sign up for code red 
alerts,” said Saunders. “Broken 
pipes behind the Tri-Star last 
week showed the need for all 
town residents to go to kilmar-
nockva.com. and register your 
home phone, cell phone and 
email address.”

The rupture was reported at 
7:30 p.m. February 15 and a 
code red alert was issued to let 
residents and businesses know 
that the water would be shut off 
at 8:30 a.m. the next day. Water 
was shut off for about 50 min-
utes in the affected area and 
the repairs were completed in 
about 4 hours, he said.

“A code red alert went out 
that notified area businesses 
and residents that their water 
was going to be temporarily 
shut off while the pipes were 
being repaired and it made life 
a lot easier for those that knew 
what was happening,” said 
Saunders. 

In other utility concerns, 
the Virginia Department of 
Transportation has approved 
the sewer improvement project 
on South Main Street between 

Augusta Street and Irvington 
Road and the bid process may 
begin by the end of February, 
he said.
Firearms regulations

In January, council addressed 
a proposed ordinance to regu-
late the discharge of firearms, 
bows and crossbows within 
town limits. Discussion con-
tinued on Monday night. A 
change was made deleting “air 
rifles” from the proposed ordi-
nance. 

A related public hearing will 
be held at 7 p.m. March 21 
at Town Hall, 1 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

The proposed ordinance 
will make it a Class 1 misde-
meanor for any person to fire 
a gun, bow or crossbow in the 
corporate limits of Kilmarnock 
without a special permit from 
the chief of police except when 
hunting in full compliance 
with the hunting regulations of 
the state of Virginia. 

Exceptions are provided for 
law enforcement officers in the 
performance of their duties, 
and for citizens when it is jus-
tifiable or excusable by law in 
protection of life or property. 
Exclusions are also provided 
at established shooting ranges, 
in a private basement or cellar 
shooting range or with blank 
cartridges in theatrical perfor-
mances, sporting events or in 

KILMARNOCK—The Town of Kilmarnock reminds the 
community of the return of “Celebrating Hometown Heroes” in 
2016 and that it’s time to place new banner orders.

“The deadline to order this year is April 1, and we don’t want 
anyone to miss this opportunity to honor their family member,” 
said Mayor Mae Umphlett. “This program honors  military vet-
erans from all eras with personalized banners throughout our 
downtown dining and shopping locations.”

On display from Memorial Day holiday weekend to Labor Day 
2016, each banner honors a veteran, showing his or her picture, 
name and branch of service.

“This makes a great walking tour to learn the stories of these 
veterans as you stroll Main Street,” said Mayor Umphlett.

The program originated in the spring of 2015 with a citizen 
bringing this idea to the mayor.

“This program has been enthusiastically received by the com-
munity and we are excited to open this up to additional banners” 
said Mayor Umphlett. 

Each banner is $100 and will hang in locations along Kilmar-
nock’s streets. The photographs used on the banners must be 
provided in electronic format and there are several businesses 
in Kilmarnock that can provide that service at minimal cost. The 
banner’s style remains the same in red, white and blue. Extra ban-
ners may be purchased as well. All display locations are at the 
town’s discretion, added Mayor Umphlett.

An order form can be found at kilmarnockva.com; or call 435-
1552, ext 25.

WEEMS—The Lancaster 
school board on Tuesday, 
March 1, will hold a public 
hearing on a proposed $16.6 
million budget for fiscal 
year 2016-17. The meeting 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. at the 
School Board Office, 2330 
Irvington Road, Weems. 

Budget and finance director 
Whitney Barrack is preparing 
a draft of the proposed budget 
for the hearing. Meanwhile, 
the school board planned to 
conduct a budget work session 
yesterday. 

“The proposed budget 
includes a 3% step up at the 
bottom of the pay scale as well 
as a 1.5% raise” for a total 
4.5% increase in teachers’ sal-
aries,” said Barrack.  

The draft, as of February 
23, shows estimated expen-
ditures totaling $16,630,780, 
an increase of $631,422. This 
would include spending of 
$11,696,114 for instruction, 
$319,987 for attendance and 
health, $549,868 for adminis-
tration, $1,167,256 for pupil 
transportation, $1,587,217 for 
maintenance, and $620,810 
for technology. Totals for 
debt service and community 
services have yet to be deter-
mined. 

As proposed, the school 
nutrition fund totals $563,815 
and the textbook fund totals 
$125,742.

The draft shows projected 
revenues of $15,984,026, an 
increase of $662,068.

Projected revenue includes 
$3,957,910 in state funds, 
$988,177 in federal funds, 
$174,237 in other funds, and 
$10,863,702 in local funds.  

Projected school food rev-
enues total $521,012, includ-
ing $7,762 in state funds, 
$403,000 in federal funds, 
$250 in other funds, and 
$110,000 in local funds.

Projected textbook rev-
enues total $125,742, includ-
ing $30,606 in state funds, 
$85,000 in local funds and  
$10,136 in carryover funds.

KILMARNOCK—The Rappahannock Foundation for the 
Arts (RFA) recently presented grants to three organizations in 
support of their performing and creative arts programs. 

The Friends of Belle Isle received a grant for its Music by the 
River summer concert series, reported RFA president Peggy Stal-
naker. The Rappahannock Art League earned a grant for sup-
port of its Spring Art Festival, which showcases the artwork of 
students from all three Lancaster public schools for the 2015-16 
year.  The Mary Ball Washington Museum received support for 
its musical performance featuring the professional music group 
Ampersand on Lancaster Court Day this coming April. 

The grant program is just one way the Foundation supports and 
encourages the arts in the Northern Neck. In addition, RFA’s Arts 
for Youth program brings the performing arts to local students 
and the popular On Stage series brings world-class musicians, 
dancers and singers to the stage at the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater in Kilmarnock.

Information about these programs and more can be found at 
rappahannockfoundation.org.

From left are (front row) Rappahannock Foundation for 
the Arts president Peggy Stalnaker and Sukey Starkey 
of the Rappahannock Art League; (next row) Friends of 
Belle Isle treasurer Robert Fox and RFA grants chairman 
Lucy Schneider. 

RFA announces
three more grants

Town council addresses notification
program and proposed firearms regs

by Tom Kimmitt

‘Hometown Heroes’ new 
banner orders due April 1

the firing of salutes at military 
funerals or other military cer-
emonies.   

Although Dr. Curtis Smith 
said he has “numerous holes 
in my vinyl siding from neigh-
borhood kids” he voted in 
favor of the change to delete 
air rifles from the proposed 
ordinance. The change was 
unanimously approved, 6-0, 
by Mayor Mae Umphlett, vice 
mayor Rebecca Tebbs Nunn, 
and members Capt. Michael 
Sutherland, Betsy Crowther, 
Dr. Smith and Keith Butler.  
Councilman Emerson Gravatt 
was absent.

WHITE STONE—During 
a February 11 informational 
open house for its Rappahan-
nock River transmission line 
rebuild and relocation proj-
ect, Dominion Virginia Power 
reported it unintentionally 
printed and displayed photo 
simulations depicting an ear-
lier version of the overhead 
transmission line design.

 Dominion media relations 
representative Daisy Pridgen 
said the company apologizes 
for this mistake and regrets 
that the public was not able to 
view the most up-to-date infor-
mation.

The company’s currently 
proposed plan includes 
shorter structures than origi-
nally designed—however, the 
structure locations have not 
changed, according to a related 
post card sent to folks attend-
ing the recent open house.

The current renderings are 

Lancaster
school officials
are drafting 
$16.6 million 
budget for
public hearing

by Tom Kimmitt

Updated Dominion photo
simulations are on display
at White Stone Town Hall

available for public inspection 
from 9 a.m. to noon Mondays 
through Wednesdays and Fri-
days at the White Stone Town 
Hall, 433 Rappahannock 
Drive, White Stone. The cur-
rent renderings also are posted 
at dom.com.

RRecord.com



Lancaster County Sheriff 
Patrick McCranie this week 
reported felony charges against 
three individuals.

Vincent A. Stewart Jr., 19, of 
Weems Road, was charged Feb-
ruary 16 with grand larceny and 
contempt of court.

Maria F. Thompson, 33, of 
Lancaster Creek Drive, was 
charged February 17 with grand 
larceny, felony obtaining funds 
by fraud, forgery of a money 
order and uttering of a forged 
money order.

D’ Sean Wright, 18, of Level 
Green Road, was charged Feb-
ruary 18 with several Middle-
sex County charges that include 
aggravated malicious wound-
ing, possession of a firearm by 
convicted felon, breaking and 
entering with felonious intent, 
unauthorized use of a vehicle, 
use or display of a firearm in the 
commission of a felony, abduc-
tion and attempt to commit a 
capital offense. 

Activity report
February 15: Staff responded 

to Laurel Point Road for a sin-
gle-vehicle traffic crash, to the 
100 block of Pembroke Lane for 
a larceny from a boat, to White 
Chapel Road for a single-vehi-
cle traffic crash, to Windmill 
Point Road for a single-vehicle 
traffic crash, and to James B. 
Jones Memorial Highway for a 
single-vehicle traffic crash.

February 16: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Lakemont 
Road for a domestic disturbance, 
to the 100 block of Morattico 
Road for a report of vandalism 
to a mailbox, to the 8800 block 

of Mary Ball Road for a report 
of a stolen iphone, to Windmill 
Point and Mary Ball roads for 
a report of a reckless driver, to 
the 700 block of Ocran Road 
for a report of stalking by an ex-
employee, to the 1200 block of 
Morattico Road for the report 
of a stolen electric meter, to 
the 100 block of Pinckardsville 
Road for the report of a suspi-
cious person in the area, and to 
the 10100 block of River Road 
for a domestic disturbance.

February 17: Staff responded 
to the 200 block of Oak Leaf 
Drive for a domestic disturbance, 
to the 500 block of Gaskins 
Road for a report of a domestic 
disturbance, to the 100 block of 
Leetown Road for a subject with 
mental issues, with KPD to the 

200 block of Wiggins Avenue 
for a reported domestic distur-
bance, and to Christ Church and 
Weems roads for a report of a 
suspicious person walking in the 
middle of the highway.

February 18: Staff responded 
to the 400 block of Twin Branch 
Road for domestic disturbance, 
with Virginia State Police (VSP) 
to Avis Trail and Mary Ball Road 
for a two-vehicle traffic crash, to 
the 100 block of Reynolds Farm 
Road for a reported burglary, 
to the 1300 block of Morattico 
Road for an unattended death 
investigation, to the area of 
Gaskins Road for a report of 
suspicious activity, and to the 
intersection of Shady Lane and 
Beach Road for a report of sus-
picious activity in a residence.

February 19: Staff responded 
to the 8800 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a two-vehicle traf-
fic crash, to the 1100 block of 
Regina Road for a verbal dis-
agreement between relatives, to 
a single-vehicle traffic crash on 
Merry Point Road, to the 900 
block of Rappahannock Drive 
for a domestic disturbance, 
and to the 900 block of Christ 
Church Road for a domestic 
disturbance that resulted in an 
emergency protective order and 
domestic assault warrant being 
issued.

February 20: Staff responded 
to the 11100 block of Mary 
Ball Road to assist the VSP 
with a traffic stop and search, 
to the 300 block of South Main 
Street to assist Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) with 
the search of an abandoned 
residence after finding an open 
window, to the 200 block of 
Wiggins Avenue to assist KPD 
with a domestic disturbance, 
and to the 100 block of Holly 
Haven Road for a report of sus-
picious activity.

February 21: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Holly Haven 
Road for a report of suspicious 
activity, to the 500 block of 
Chesapeake Drive for a fight 
in progress, to the 100 block of 
Irvington Road to assist KPD 
with a reported intoxicated 
person causing a disturbance 
in the area, and to the area of 
Yankee Point Road to assist with 
a medical issue.

Staff also conducted 12 traffic 
stops, issued five summonses, 
assisted six motorists, recorded 
two deer strikes, investigated 
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

 Cherry dining table/chairs, coffee tables, 
dressers, night stand, hope chest, chairs, small tables, 
wicker, desks, sofas, corner cabinets, vintage Pyrex, 
oyster cans, rugs, lamps, mirrors, sterling & more.

Rivah Antiques & Accessories

The Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks information 
regarding the whereabouts of two individuals.

Dawn Marie Clarke, 42, also known as Dawn Clarke Hime-
baugh, is wanted for failure to appear in Lancaster County Cir-
cuit Court on original charges of unauthorized use of vehicle and 
destruction of property. 

She is described as a white female with black hair and brown 
eyes. She is 5-feet, 6-inches tall and weighs 200 pounds.

Her last known address is 5721 Linda Road, Sandston. She 
also is known to have lived in Richmond and Henrico County.

Deborah A. Thompson, 52, is wanted for a show cause/proba-
tion violation on an original charge of embezzlement.

She is described as a white female with long brown hair. She is 
5-feet, 5-inches tall and weighs 195 pounds.

Her last known address is 2112 Smallwood Street, Baltimore, 
Md. She has also lived in the Reedville and Sharps areas. 

Report information on either individual at 462-7463. You will 
not have to give your name or appear in court. If your informa-
tion is used by law enforcement, you could receive a reward. 

Lancaster Crime Solvers pays rewards up to $1,000 for infor-
mation that is useful to law enforcement.

Crime Solver #1479 is urged to call for a reward.

SALUDA—A Lancaster County 
man is charged with seven felonies, 
including attempted capital murder, 
following an investigation by a Mid-
dlesex County Sheriff’s Office inves-
tigator and deputies, reported Major 
M.E. Sampson of the Middlesex Sher-
iff’s Office.

According to Maj. Sampson, on 
the morning of February 10 EMTs 
from the Central Middlesex Volunteer 
Rescue Squad in Urbanna responded 
to the Pilot House Inn in Topping on a 
call for a 66-year-old man who report-
edly had fallen and had lacerations to 
his face and a protruding eye. 

Upon arrival, rescue workers spoke 
with the motel owner, who told rescue 
personnel that the vehicle of the indi-
vidual whom they were there to treat 
had been stolen. A Middlesex deputy 
responded to investigate the stolen 
vehicle report, continued Maj. Samp-
son.

Upon arrival, the deputy found 
Charles Edward Conley, 66, of Top-
ping being treated for facial lacera-

tions. Medical personnel relayed to 
the deputy that it appeared Conley had 
been assaulted, said Maj. Sampson. 

Deputies determined Conley’s red 
2014 GMC pickup was stolen. In the 
room where Conley had been staying 
deputies found several blood stains on 
the floor, on the bed and on the bathroom 
floor, along with a bloody towel lying on 
the bathroom floor, said Maj. Sampson.

Conley was transported to Bon Sec-
ours Rappahannock General Hospital 
in Kilmarnock where investigators from 
the Middlesex Sheriff’s Office attempted 
to question him. Due to his condition, 
Conley was able to give investigators 
little information about the incident. 

After deputies and investigators 
received written statements from motel 
patrons, investigators obtained a search 
warrant for Conley’s room to obtain fur-
ther evidence. Numerous pieces of evi-
dence were taken under the authority of 
the search warrant. 

Investigators received information on 
the whereabouts of the stolen vehicle on 
February 11, and went to a gas station 

near the Richmond International Airport 
where they recovered Conley’s vehicle. 

Investigators processed the vehicle 
once it was at the Middlesex Sheriff’s 
Office and obtained additional evidence, 
including a 20-gauge shotgun. 

On February 18, investigators re-inter-
viewed possible witnesses and then went 
to the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office 
to obtain information on D’sean Oniel 
Wright, 18, of Lancaster. While Middle-
sex investigators were at the Lancaster 
Sheriff’s Office, Wright showed up and 
turned himself in for a charge of failure 
to appear in court on a previous unau-
thorized use of a motor vehicle charge in 
Lancaster, said Maj. Sampson. 

According to Middlesex General 
District Court records, on February 19 
Middlesex investigators charged Wright 
with attempted capital murder during an 
abduction, and the following felonies: 
aggravated malicious wounding, abduc-
tion, possession of a firearm after being a 
convicted felon, entering a dwelling with 
the intent to commit murder, rape or rob-
bery, unauthorized use of a vehicle, and 

use of a firearm while in the commission 
of a felony.

Wright is being held at the Middle 
Peninsula Regional Security Center in 
Saluda without bond. A hearing is set for 
March 7 in Middlesex County General 
District Court for the appointment of an 
attorney.

This is an ongoing investigation and 
anyone with information is asked to 
contact the Middlesex County Sheriff’s 
Crime Line at 758-5600.

In an unrelated case, a 26-year-old 
Lancaster man is being held without 
bond after being charged with multiple 
felonies in Middlesex and Lancaster 
counties, said Maj. Sampson. In the 
early morning hours of February 9, a 
Middlesex Sheriff’s Office investigator 
assigned to the Tri-Rivers Drug Task 
Force assisted Virginia State Police and 
the Lancaster Sheriff’s Office in execut-
ing three arrest warrants at the Pilot 
House Inn.

According to police, Jarel Lamar 
Newton was staying at the motel along 
with his girlfriend and their four children 

when police officers knocked on the 
door. Newton was arrested without inci-
dent. Investigators spoke with Newton’s 
girlfriend and subsequently found mari-
juana in the motel room. During a search 
of the vehicle driven by Newton and 
his girlfriend, police discovered crack 
cocaine along with a .25-caliber pistol. 

Newton is charged in Lancaster 
County with two counts of distribution 
of Schedule II drugs and a felony charge 
of child endangerment.

The day after Newton was arrested, 
a Middlesex investigator interviewed 
Newton. According to court records, 
Newton is charged in Middlesex with 
four counts of felony child endanger-
ment, possession of crack cocaine, pos-
session of a firearm while in possession 
of cocaine, possession of a firearm after 
being a convicted felon, and possession 
of marijuana, a misdemeanor. 

Newton is being held in the Lancaster 
County Jail without bond. A hearing is 
set for March 7 in Middlesex County 
General District Court for the appoint-
ment of an attorney.

Lancaster teen charged with attempted murder and abduction

LANCASTER AND NORTHUMBERLAND SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

LANCASTER—The follow-
ing cases were heard February 12 
by Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III in 
Lancaster County Circuit Court.

Montae Javon Smith of Lan-
caster is charged with probation 
violation on one felony and three 
misdemeanor convictions. Trial 
was set for April 8.

James Todd Kessler of Kilmar-
nock was denied pauper status 
for his appeal of second degree 
murder and concealment of a 
body convictions. 

William Gayle Sanford of 
Irvington pled guilty to two 
charges of felony possession of 
cocaine and oxycodone. In a plea 
deal, he received 10 years on each 
charge, all suspended, two years 
supervised probation and $3,000 

in fines plus $590 court cost.
Kristen Maxine King of Callao 

pled guilty to two charges of 
grand larceny. She was sentenced 
to five years with all but five days 
suspended, one year supervised 
probation, court cost of $980 
and barred from Kilmarnock 
Walmart.

Randy M. Phipps of Kilmar-
nock was charged with misde-
meanor assault and battery of his 
girlfriend’s daughter. The case 
was taken under advisement for 
one year.

A capias was issued on Dawn 
Marie Clarke of Sandston after 
she failed to show up for trial on 
felony charges of stealing a vehi-
cle, destruction of property and 
failure to appear. A trial was set 
for April 22.

Trevor Antonio Carter of 

Kilmarnock was arraigned on a 
charge of felony manufacture of 
a controlled substance. Trial was 
set for April 22.

Terrell Lamar Gilreath of 
Weems was arraigned on a 
charge of manufacture of a con-
trolled substance. Trial was set 
for May 6.

Sharon Rice of Kilmarnock 
was given a court appointed 
attorney and arraigned on two 
felony charges of distribution of 
a controlled substance. Trial was 
set for April 8.

Lionel Lemont Baker of 
Kilmarnock was arraigned on a 
charge of distribution of a con-
trolled substance. Trial was set 
May 6.

Daryl Collin Mitchell of Lan-
caster was arraigned on two 
felony charges of distribution of 

a controlled substance. Trial was 
set for May 6.

Jarel Newton of White Stone 
was arraigned on three felony 
charges of distribution of a con-
trolled substance, and one felony 
charge of child endangerment. 
Trial was set for May 6.

Joseph Cox Jr. of Lancaster 
was charged with credit card 
fraud. Trial was set for April 8.

Clifton Bernard Tomlin of Bur-
gess was arraigned on a charge of 
felony distribution of a controlled 
substance. Trial was set for April 
22.

Tevin Ball, charged with rape, 
abduction and strangulation and 
making a bomb threat, asked the 
court to pay for transcripts of the 
preliminary hearing for use in a 
possible impeachment. The judge 
granted the defense motion.

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson

CRIME  SOLVERS

three building alarms, processed 
a mental health order, logged 
four inmate transports and 
received five 911 hang-up calls.

Fire calls
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 

Department responded to a traf-
fic crash on Laurel Point Road 
and to a fire alarm on Lancaster 
Drive.

White Stone VFD responded 
to a traffic crash on Windmill 
Point Road.

Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a traffic crash at 
Mary Ball Road and Avis Trail.

Northumberland Sheriff 
James R. “Doc” Lyons this 
week reported charges against 
six individuals.

Felonies
Raychelle Carol Howard, 28, 

of White Stone was charged 
February 21 with two felony 
counts of grand larceny. She 
was arrested by the City of Rich-
mond Police Department.

Dale Tyrone Anderson, 32, of 
Heathsville was charged Febru-

ary 21 with one count of grand 
larceny, one count of petit lar-
ceny, third offense and destruc-
tion of property. He was arrested 
by the City of Richmond Police 
Department.

Matthew W. Thompson, 
19, of Richmond was charged 
February 21 with three felony 
counts of assaulting a police 
officer, two counts of assault, 
driving after being revoked, 
alcohol related and reckless 
driving.

Misdemeanors
A Lottsburg woman, 50, 

was charged February 14 with 
assault and battery of a family 
member and possession of mar-
ijuana, first offense.

A Montross man, 39, was 
charged February 18 with 
having possession of a cannabis 
agent.

A Callao man, 20, was 
charged February 20 with 
under-age drinking, resisting 
arrest, attempting to escape and 
operating a motor vehicle with-
out a license.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervi-
sors will meet at 7 p.m. tonight, 
February 25, in the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

A representative of Robinson, 
Farmer, Cox Associates will 
present the 2015 audit report.

Also, supervisors will recog-
nize David Jones with a resolu-
tion honoring nearly 20 years of 
service on the planning commis-
sion. A resolution supporting the 
appointment of Judge R. Michael 
McKenney for the 15th Judicial 
District Circuit Court bench will 

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school 
board on Monday, Febru-
ary 29, will hold a budget 

WEEMS—The Lancaster 
school board on Tuesday, 
March 1, will hold a public 
hearing on a proposed $16.6 
million budget for fiscal year 
2016-17.

The meeting will begin at 
6:30 p.m. at the School Board 
Office, 2330 Irvington Road, 
Weems. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

be presented for consideration.
Other items on the docket 

include approval of an Emer-
gency Communications Radio 
System lease agreement and the 
awarding of a bid for the septic 
system at the Human Services 
Building.

Supervisors also will set a 
public hearing to transfer own-
ership of county property at 201 
School Street to the school board. 

work session on its proposed 
$17,114,157 spending plan 
for the 2016-17 cycle.

The meeting begins at 5 
p.m. at the School Board 
Office, 2172 Northumberland 
Highway, Lottsburg.

The work session is open to 
the public; however, there will 
be no opportunity for public 
input during the discussion. 

Following the work session, 
the board also will consider a 
climate survey and an upcom-
ing board retreat. The board will 
convene in a closed session to 
discuss personnel appointments. 

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13



(Reprints from the February 
24, 1906, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)

Fish And Oyster Notes
The State Board of Fisheries 

has awarded the contract for 
furnishing metal oyster tubs to 
the Smith-Courtney Company, 
Richmond.

Some reports say quantities 
of oysters have been winter 
killed-that is, frozen on their 
beds. This, however, just yet 
cannot be verified. It will take 
some weeks to find out.

Some days ago some fisher-
man made a hole in the ice 
near the mouth of Nomini 
creek in Westmoreland county, 
and succeeded in getting fifty 
bushels of fine fish, mostly of 
the white perch variety.

Broun’s Store
T. J. and Mrs. Eubank vis-

ited her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robertson, near Sampsons 
Wharf, Sunday.

One of our sporting dea-
cons, who knows the routes, 
went “coon” hunting a few 

days ago and in scrambling 
up the hills sustained a dislo-
cated knee. But he bagged two 
coons, together with a sly old 
‘possum.

Thomas Kelly was a pleas-
ant caller at the Messrs. Perci-
ful Thursday last.

T. J. Eubank has a very 
flourishing hot-bed and says 
he’ll soon be prepared to fur-
nish the boys with tomato and 
cabbage plants

Capt. Bill Carter and son, 
Conway, also John Payne, of 
White Stone, were interest-

ing visitors at R. B. Broun’s 
Sunday.

Miss Edna Harrison, is com-
pany with a friend, visited her 
home near Marvin, Saturday 
and Sunday.

White Stone
Meeting of the Anti-Saloon 

League, to have been held last 
Monday, was postponed on 
account of bad weather until 
Monday next, 2:30 p. m., at 
Poplar Neck chapel.

C. S. Dunton, esq, Mrs. 
Eliza James, Mrs. W. C. Chil-
ton and Mrs. L. Simmoms are 
among the recent sick.

Although Elder Whitley 
could not get here, the quar-
terly meeting at the Methodist 
church on Wednesday was a 
pleasant and successful one. 
All reports were exceedingly 
favorable.

Millenbeck
Bruce Cottingham, of Otto-

man, was seen here last week.
A. West has moved from his 

home near here into a house 
on Town’s Creek belonging to 
W. H. Warren.

Carrroll Dunaway who 
has been in the United States 
Army for several years, has 
returned to Merry Point and is 
the guest of his brother, W. F. 
Dunaway.

Mrs. C. M. Beane visited 
her sister, Mrs. W. E. Howard 
at Whealton (Morattico) last 
week.

Sheriff Chowning was seen 
in this place on Saturday last.

Miss Pearl Dix, who has 
been at Molusk for some time, 
has returned to her home at 
Irvington.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Museum and Library)
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Gladys is a nice goose, but she is not the 
brightest light in the world. She honks 

all day long, and sometimes into the night. 
She lays her eggs across the landscape of 
the fowl pen, making impossible any setting 
on them as a group. Her maternal instinct is 
non-existent.  

In addition, she constantly “goose pecks” 
her spouse, the gander Lou, as well as her 
chicken barnyard companions. The latter 
ignore her, and appear unflustered by her 
antics. For his part, Lou is a complacent 
sort, more interested in splashing in water 
than eating food, and unwilling to let her 
dominate in their relationship. On her side, 
Gladys prefers food to any water activity.  

When one speaks of food, Gladys’s favor-
ite delicacy is peeled shrimp shell.  Clearly, 
she knows that she needs the calcium to 
build the structure of her eggshells, even if 
she is uninterested and uninformed about the 
egg’s role in perpetuating her species. She is 
completely self-centered in all that she does.

The poor chickens have to struggle to get 
a mere mouthful of the shrimp’s final con-
tribution to the food chain. During daylight 
when left outside the pen, Gladys does try to 

help with maintenance by wolfing down 
weeds and grass, for which I am grateful 
as she thereby makes less work for me, and 
minimally earns her keep. 

Whereas, Lou likes to stay with me, a 
virtual pal happy to be along for the ride, 
Gladys exhibits no social instincts. Unlike 
her unintelligible prattle, Lou’s honks are 
gentle, clearly manifesting his intent of 
communicating with the person to whom he 
is speaking, to coin a phrase, the “honkee.” 
He likes to be patted on the head, and enjoys 

being carried around in one’s arms. His 
demeanor is far more gregarious than that 
of Gladys.

Lou is part African and part Toulouse, 
whereas Gladys is part Toulouse and part 
Emden. They both are gray, but his beak is 
black, and hers is orange. Otherwise, they 
look like they belong to the same species. I 
have been hoping for offspring to see which 
beak color is dominant, which could lead to 
an article updating Gregor Johann Mendel’s 
groundbreaking work in genetics.

The oldest goose on record lived to be 
102. I am uncertain as to the ages of Gladys 
and Lou, but if they are able to come close 
to that figure in their lifespan, I am posi-
tive that Gladys would be the most-honked 
goose in history.

When honking, Lou looks the honkee in 
the eye, as if to judge whether his “words” 
are being understood, but Gladys walks up 
and down honking away, with no regard for 
those who might be listening. 

At times I am annoyed by her lack of face-
to-face communication skills, especially 
when compared to those of Lou. Often I 
tell her that she is re-honking previous mes-

sages, but in that effort, I know I am wasting 
my breath.

My Good Wife and I have considered 
adopting another goose to give Lou more 
companionship, or perhaps more accurately, 
I should say, I am considering the prospect. I 
have the impression that my Good Wife sees 
the only benefit of such a move being on the 
balance sheet of Farm and Home where we 
buy our corn.

Society in the animal kingdom is equally 
as interesting as in the world of human 
beings. At home we consume some of our 
egg production, but each fowl lives out his 
or her natural life without fear of winding 
up in the stew pot. Some seem to realize and 
appreciate that status, and thus enjoy frol-
icking about, munching away, and contribut-
ing to the sustainability of our operation. 

As we have favorites among human 
friends, we also have them among feathered 
and furry individuals. My purpose today has 
not been to vent about Gladys, as she makes 
for a compelling and engaging case study of 
the profound similarities that exist and con-
sistently go back and forth among creatures, 
be they animal or human.

When honking, Lou looks 
the honkee in the eye, as if to 
judge whether his “words” 
are being understood, but 
Gladys walks up and down 
honking away, with no 
regard for those who might 
be listening.

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

Evening tide on the Corrotoman River

Photo by Harriet Fishburne

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YESTERYEAR

Do you remember?
This image shows the 1948 Wicomico High School basketball team. Team members 
(in no particular order) were Bobby Ball, Ashby Blackwell, Stewart Forrester, Mervin 
Mitchell, Kenneth Glover, Carroll Hughlett, Franklin Northern, Melvin Mitchell, Gus 
Christopher Jr., Sonny Sisson, Frank Hall, Donald Haynie and Glen Kilduff. The coach 
was Carrington Cockrell, who also served as principal, said Kilmarnock Museum 
president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the 
Kilmarnock Museum. 

YOUR LETTERS

A reader does a good job in 
summarizing the evidence of 
the possible assassination of 
Justice Scalia. The implications 
of the evidence are mind blow-
ing. 

There were so many people 
involved. John Poindexter 
(Obama donor), two ambulance 
drivers, a judge, a mortician, 
the U.S. Marshal Service, Sca-
lia’s family and, presumably, the 
stupid murderer himself, who 
left the murder weapon in place; 
a pillow. Even Donald Trump 
has called attention to this piece 
of evidence.

Poindexter invited Scalia to 
his hunting lodge to be mur-
dered. The Marshal Service 
did not provide a body guard, 
enabling the murderer to have 
easy access. The Scalia family 
prohibited an autopsy. The 
judge did not order it done 
anyway. 

Two ambulance drivers were 
somehow involved, one of 
whom got lost for over 10 hours 
with the body (doing what with 
it, God knows). The mortician 

Certainly we’ll
see more on this
new conspiracy

hurriedly embalmed him to 
cover up the evidence. There is 
just the taint of Obama involve-
ment via Poindexter. 

All of those people cannot 
keep a secret, so it is certain for 
it all to come out. There needs 
to be an FBI investigation and 
congressional hearings. Repub-
licans are in charge; the hear-
ings should be easy to arrange. 

I just hope that they are better 
able to deal with this conspiracy 
than they were with the Beng-
hazi cover up of something by 
Hillary Clinton. Reminds me a 
bit of the possible Foster murder 
in which the Clintons were sus-
pected. All of these things do 
seem linked. It appears obvious 
that Democrats are addicted to 
assassinating people and pretty 
adept at getting away with it too.

God bless our reader for call-
ing our attention to this new 
conspiracy.

David G. Davies,
Irvington

Those who believe that man’s 
emissions of CO2 are respon-
sible for Global Warming have a 
“great idea.” Confiscate a sum of 
money monthly, increasing annu-
ally, from CO2 emitters, specifi-
cally power plants that use coal 
and oil to produce electricity.

They advertise this program 
as “revenue neutral” whereby the 
government collection agency 
will return the money confis-
cated to each household to offset 
the huge increase in electric bills 
which will result from such a 
plan.

Let’s look at what likely will be 
involved:

test and procure devices to cap-
ture, weigh, record, and report 
CO2 emissions. Personnel must 
be hired and trained for these 
tasks.

tracking and collection must 
be created to execute the pro-
gram. This will require hiring and 
training of employees. Additional 
employees must be stationed at 
or near every nationwide emit-
ting plant. It will also require the 
purchase of building space and 
computers to collect data, record, 
report, and perform the collection 
and distribution of the money.

-
ducted to determine who uses 
electric power from these plants 
in order to “return a proper por-
tion” of the money to “each” 
household.  To be fair, those 
who use electricity generated by 
hydro, nuclear, or other power 
source will not be eligible for this 
generous return of money.  And, 
the government must decide who 
uses what source, and at what 
percentage.

All of the above, and probably 
more, will cost billions, to the 
producers and to us. You think 
this is nonsense? Think again.

Do you really believe this “rev-
enue neutral” fraud? 

And, the kicker: it will do noth-
ing to alter global warming—
CO2 is not the driver.   

F. C. Dugan III,
Hague      

Revenue neutral
plan adds up

There are two bills before the 
Virginia General Assembly that 
could change the way you look 
at snakes and rocks, even birds 
and trees. 

A bill sponsored by Sen. R. 
Creigh Deeds would designate 
Nelsonite as the official state 
rock. 

If we need one, a titanium-
laced igneous rock first discov-
ered in Nelson County could 
make as big a splash as any.

Meanwhile, a bill sponsored 
by Del. Brenda L. Pogge would 
designate the Eastern garter 
snake as the official snake of 
the Commonwealth. 

If we need one, a garter 
snake seems a tad wimpy. In 
the snake kingdom, the timber 
rattler has a stronger bark and 
bite. When you hear that rattle, 
you stand up and take notice.

And if you thought we 
already had a state bird and a 
state tree, think again. Some-
where along the line, they got 
dropped. Imagine that. For at 
least a year we’ve been wing-
ing it without an official bird to 
guide us, or tree to lean on.

Both measures would restore 
the Northern cardinal and the 
American dogwood as official 
symbols of the Commonwealth. 
I don’t now how we’ve contin-
ued to exist without them.

However, it could be time 
for a change up. In fact, the 
very mention of the bird and I 
think about baseball and the St. 
Louis Cardinals—not the Rich-
mond Flying Squirrels. They 
ain’t birds.

And what about the mighty 
oak, or the majestic poplar. 
They’re both sturdy, straight 
and tall—good trees by any 
standard.

We could always name a few 
more, have an emeritus (insert 
symbol), a popular (insert 
symbol) and a traditional 
(insert symbol).

Like the songs— “Carry Me 
Back to Old Virginny,” “Sweet 
Virginia Breeze” and “Our 
Great Virginia.”

The osprey and the wild 
turkey deserve some recogni-
tion. They’re both stately birds.

The osprey could qualify as 
popular—it has a certain riv-
erneck quality—and the turkey 
is about as traditional a feath-
ered friend to flock anywhere.

I’ve always found it confus-
ing that the dogwood is also the 
state flower. Makes me wonder 
how we’re perceived  —those 
folks in Virginia can’t decide 
if a dogwood is a tree or a 
flower—so they just have it 
both ways. I vote for iris.

But don’t mess with the 
state boat, the Chesapeake 
Bay deadrise; or the state fish 
(freshwater) brook trout, (salt-
water) striped bass. 

And don’t even get me 
started on a state pastime. 
There’s racin’, fishin’, corn-
hole, billiards, legislatin’ and 
snoozin’.
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Nurse Practitioner, Janet Dehoux

A strong and trusting bond between patient and physician 
has long been recognized as a vital element in better health. With complete 
women’s services for patients of all ages, Riverside Partners in Women’s Health 
works to build that bond by focusing on your personal health and well-being 
throughout your life. 

We put you at the center of personalized care. It’s all part of the commitment 
our entire team makes to our patients every day — to care for you as we would 
care for those we love.

Lisa Casanova, M.D. 
Monilla Dent, M.D.
Jeffrey Henke, M.D. 

Leslie Hurt, M.D. 
Jawwad Khan, M.D. 
Joseph Keith King, M.D.
Elizabeth Lunsford, M.D.

Diane Maddela, D.O. 
Darine Moukalled, M.D.
Karanvir Virk, M.D.

We Put the Emphasis 
on Relationship.

riversideonline.com/women

Partners in Women’s Health

Schedule your appointment today. 804-693-2670

Despite the holiday and messy beginning 
of the week in Richmond, the House officially 
completed its legislative work on time Tuesday, 
February 15.

Although we have had a very busy first half 
of session, our work is not done. We must con-
sider legislation from the Senate and complete 
work on the state budget by adjournment on 
March 12.

As we begin to consider Senate legislation 
and work towards a new state budget, I will 
continue to keep my promise to defend hard-
working constituents and industry in the 99th 
District from potentially harmful legislation.

My colleagues and I in the House will work 

to craft a conservative and responsible state 
budget that prudently spends your taxpayer 
dollars while making strategic and targeted 
investments in the core functions of state gov-
ernment.

 This week my office was visited by North-
ern Neck Realtors as well as Northumberland 
elementary and middle schools Talented and 
Gifted students.

As always, I am truly honored to represent 
the 99th District and strive to make Virginia a 
better place to live, work, and raise a family. 
Please contact my office at 698-1099, or delm-
ransone@house.virginia.gov if you have ques-
tions or concerns related to state government.

Northumberland Elementary School Talented and Gifted students (above) and 
Northumberland Middle School Talented and Gifted students (below) recently visited 
Del. Margaret B. Ransone at the General Assembly in Richmond.

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

District 4 Sen. Ryan McDou-
gle and District 99 Del. Marga-
ret Ransone will both attend 
and address the Lancaster 
County Republican Commit-
tee’s 19th annual Reagan Day 
Dinner March 20 at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club 
near Kilmarnock.

The annual event will begin 
with a social hour at 5:30 p.m., 
reported committee chairman 
Sue Clingan. A buffet dinner 
will follow at 7 p.m.

Sen. McDougle and Del. 
Ransone were both re-elected 
in the 2015 General Assembly 
elections. 

Sen. McDougle was elected 
to the House of Delegates in 
2002 and to the State Senate in 
2006. He serves on the Senate 
committees on rules; courts of 
justice; transportation; agricul-
ture, conservation and natural 
resources committees; and 
rehabilitation and social ser-
vices. He also is chairman of 
the Virginia Senate Republican 
Caucus.

Del. Ransone is serving in 
her third term in the House 
of Delegates. She serves the 
House of Delegates committees 
on health, welfare and institu-
tions; privileges and elections; 
and agriculture, Chesapeake 
and natural resources. Ransone 
works at her family’s business, 
Bevans Oyster Company, and 
lives near Kinsale in Westmo-
reland County with her hus-
band and two children.

District 1 Rep. Rob Wittman 
will serve as master of ceremo-
nies.

Items are still needed for 
the silent auction, said Clin-
gan. Many valuable and attrac-
tive items have already been 
donated, but more are needed.

Donors may call auction 
chairman Barbara Lovell at 
435-0868.

Dinner tickets are $55 per 
person. For reservations, 
send a check, covering the 
number of guests, payable to 
the Lancaster County Repub-
lican Committee, to Lancaster 

County Republican Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 1215, Kilmar-
nock, VA. 22482. 

Republican lawmakers will
address Reagan Day Dinner

Westmoreland County 
Republicans will hold a mass 
meeting at 7 p.m. March 11 
at the A. T. Johnson Build-
ing, 18849 Kings Highway, 
Montross, to elect a com-
mittee chairman, committee 
members, delegates to the 
First District Convention and 
the Virginia Republican Party 
Convention.

Registration will commence 
at 6 p.m., reported chairman 
Jennifer Peters.

All Republicans and like-
minded residents eligible to 
vote in Westmoreland County 
are welcome to attend, but 
must register at the door no 
later than 7 p.m., said Peters.

Westmoreland
Republicans to
meet March 11

Contrary to earlier research and popular 
belief, cownose rays are not to blame for 
declines in oyster and other shellfish stocks in 
the Chesapeake Bay, a new study asserts.

In a paper published recently in the journal 
Scientific Reports, a team of scientists led by 
Florida State University’s Dean Grubbs counters 
a widely cited 2007 study that found that the 
overfishing of large sharks had led to an explo-
sion in the population of rays, which in turn had 
devoured bivalves, clams and scallops along the 
East Coast.

The earlier study, published in Science, 
spurred campaigns in Maryland and Virginia to 
protect oysters and clams by targeting cownose 
rays, under the slogan “Save the Bay, Eat a Ray.”

The Virginia Marine Products Board 
endorsed the creation of a ray fishery and pro-
moted the ray as the “veal of the Chesapeake.” 
In Maryland, outdoorsmen organized bow fish-
ing tournaments, where fishermen would shoot 
and kill hundreds of rays and win prizes for 
the animals based on weight. Neither state has 
a management plan for the species, although 
they and the Chesapeake Bay Program are 
working on one.

Grubbs and his co-authors concluded that the 
2007 Science paper over-stated both the decline 
in big sharks and the ability of cownose rays to 
reproduce enough to devastate shellfish popula-
tions. Rays mature slowly and do not reproduce 
until age 6 or 7. Females produce only one pup 
a year, in a live birth. Furthermore, Grubbs said, 
oysters declined long before sharks, victims of 
disease, over-harvesting, over-sedimentation and 
habitat loss.

“Cownose rays have been used as a conve-
nient scapegoat, and while they may negatively 
affect some efforts to restore harvestable shell-
fish stocks, they were not the cause of the col-
lapse of shellfish fisheries, as the 2007 study 
claimed,” Grubbs said.

He hopes the paper leads to precautionary 
regulations for the ray fishery before it’s too 
late; the Brazilian cownose ray, he said, is now 
critically endangered because of unregulated 
fisheries.

The Florida State-led work follows a study by 
Robert Fisher of the Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science, which examined the contents of rays’ 
stomachs and found that while they eat oysters, 
the shellfish are not their primary source of 
food. VIMS collaborated on the Florida State 
work, as did the U.S. Geological Survey and the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion. Fisher is continuing to work with Smith-
sonian Environmental Research Center’s Matt 

Ogburn to track rays’ migration along the coast 
and in the Chesapeake.

Grubbs’ co-leader, Charles Cotton, said he 
hopes the new research will lead to a re-thinking 
of how to manage the ray species.

“One of our primary concerns that led to this 
study was the effect of a fishery with no harvest 
limits on a species with low reproductive rates, 
particularly as this was being incorrectly touted 
as an ‘environmentally responsible’ seafood 
choice,” he said. “Evidence-based management 
decisions are critical in preventing overfish-
ing, as we’ve seen many times in the past with 
unregulated fisheries for other species of sharks 
and rays.”

The 2007 study built on a 2003 study by the 
same authors also published in Science, and it 
helped influence the open-season mentality on 
rays in Chesapeake Bay.

“With fewer sharks around, the species they 
prey upon—like cownose rays—have increased 
in numbers, and in turn, hordes of cownose 
rays dining on bay scallops, have wiped the 
scallops out,” said co-author Julia Baum of 
Dalhousie University in Halifax, who was one 
of the authors of both the 2003 and 2007 stud-
ies.

The killing of the cownose rays had been an 
under-the-radar activity until spring of 2015, 
when animal rights groups filmed a bow fishing 
tournament on the Patuxent River. The video 
showed men shooting rays at close range, then 
beating them with baseball bats. The rays were 
not consumed, for the most part, as ray meat 
is hard to cook and has a strong urine taste. 
Some of the carcasses were used as fertilizer, 
but pictures of the dead rays piled high drew 
criticism that the tournament was nothing more 
than blood sport.

The video prompted Virginia and Maryland, 
as well as the Chesapeake Bay Program, to 
review the way they manage the ray population 
in the Chesapeake, though no decisions have 
been made yet. Humane Society executives met 
with Virginia Marine Resources Commissioner 
John M.R. Bull after the video surfaced, who 
said the commission’s finfish advisory commit-
tee would look into the matter. VMRC spokes-
woman Laurie Naismith said the commission 
wanted to fully study the issue instead of react-
ing to an upsetting video.

Robbie Bowe, the owner of an outdoors shop 
in Woodbridge, who organized the tournaments 
in Southern Maryland for 18 years, told the 
Bay Journal last year that the men did nothing 
wrong.

“It was a profitable tournament and fun to be 
had by all. It was a great thing for the sports-
men,” he said. 

Distributed by Bay Journal News Service

Photo by Dave Harp. Courtesy 
Bay Journal News Service

Cownose rays not to blame
for shellfish declines, study says

by Rona Kobell,
Bay Journal News Service Staff
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804.453.7611
www.ChesapeakeAccountingGroup.com
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LANCASTER—Members honored David Jones last week for 
nearly 20 years of service on the Lancaster planning commis-
sion.

Jones, who served 19 years as chairman, resigned from the 
board last month.

“David started on the planning commission in 1995,” said the 
newly elected chairman Ty Brent. “At that time, Bill Clinton was 
president, Newt Gingrich was Time Magazine’s man of the year, 
Cal Ripkin set a baseball record for most consecutive games 
played, and OJ Simpson was found not guilty.”

Jones served as chairman through three comprehensive plan 
revisions. 

“My heart goes out to you for that,” said Brent. He noted the 
humor Jones displayed at meetings  “…that only you possess. 
You were a great member, colleague and friend to all of us.”

Planning commission members presented David Jones a 
plaque for 19.7 years of service. From left are Jones and 
new chairman Ty Brent.

Commission honors Jones
by Audrey Thomasson

R I C H M O N D — S eve r a l 
bills of local interest survived 
“crossover day,” including a 
menhaden quota bill which is 
on its way to the governor.

SB 529, to increase the total 
allowable menhaden landings 
from 144,272.84 metric tons 
per year to 158,700.12 metric 
tons per year, passed the Senate 
on January 27, 40-0, and the 
House on February 19, 98-0. 
The bill was sent to Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe on February 22.

The bill also would repeal 
the sunset provision that would 
have removed the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commis-
sion’s authority to establish 
the annual harvest cap for the 
purse seine fishery for Atlantic 
menhaden.

Among other fisheries mea-
sures:

-
tion for taking up to one bushel 
of oysters for personal use 
on Sunday to those Sundays 
within a prescribed oyster har-
vest season and from public 
oyster grounds or unleased 
bottom that has been desig-
nated as open for harvesting, 
passed the Senate on February 
3, 40-0, and the House on Feb-
ruary 15, 98-0.  The bill was 
sent to Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
on February 16.

excluder device on recreational 
crab pots, passed the Senate 
on February 3, 40-0, and the 
House with amendments on 
February 19, 98-0. The bill 
with House amendments 
passed the Senate on February 
22, 40-0.

Among farming-related 
measures:

reimburse a plaintiff for the 
cost of an inverse condemna-
tion proceeding for damag-
ing property if a judgment is 

RICHMOND—February 
17 marked the midpoint of 
the General Assembly’s ses-
sion—colloquially referred 
to as “crossover day.” From 
that day forward, the House 
can consider only bills passed 
by the Senate, and the Senate 
can consider only legislation 
passed by the House.

That is why lawmakers were 
in a frenzy through Tuesday 
trying to get their bills through 
their chamber of origin. Now 
is a good time to take stock of 
what measures have “crossed 
over” and are still alive – and 
what proposals are dead for the 
session.

Passed in the House
Of the 1,391 House bills 

introduced at the start of the 
session, 575 passed the House. 
Here is a sampling.

Home Schooling: House 
Bill 131 would allow home-
schooled students to partici-
pate in afterschool activities—
including sports—as long as 
they qualify academically and 
live in the school district where 
they are participating.

Aircraft Regulation: HB 412 

would prevent Virginia locali-
ties from creating laws to regu-
late drones unless explicitly 
given that power by the Gen-
eral Assembly.

International Trade: HB 
858 would create the Virginia 
International Trade Authority 
to promote trade with other 
nations. Officials hope it would 
lead to an increase in Virginia 
exports.

Corkage Law: HB 706 
would allow customers to 
bring their own beer or cider to 

a restaurant and drink it there; 
the restaurant could charge the 
customers a corkage fee. The 
existing corkage law applies 
only to wine.

Government Nondiscrimi-
nation Act: HB 773 would 
prohibit government agencies 
from taking “any discrimina-
tory action” against someone 
who has “a sincerely held reli-
gious belief or moral convic-
tion” opposing same-sex mar-
riage.

Freedom of Information Act: 

COLONIAL BEACH-The Potomac River Fisheries 
Commission will meet at 9 a.m. March 4 at The Carpenter 
Building, 222 Taylor Street, Colonial Beach. 

The agenda will include crab, fish and oyster harvest reports; 
a finfish advisory committee report; and updates on the Oyster 
Management Reserve Program and Rotational Natural Oyster 
Harvest programs. 

The commission will set the commercial quota and recre-
ational limits for summer flounder and black sea bass; commer-
cial Atlantic menhaden catch limits and restrictions; and recre-
ational and charter striped bass seasons and restrictions. 

Other items will include updates on the upper river oyster bar 
harvest that recently opened to hand scrapes, regional fish con-
sumption advisories, FDA-FSIS Catfish issue and sport license 
revenues. 

The commission will consider items for a public hearing in 
June, elect a chairman, vice chairman and secretary for 2016. 
The incoming chairman will appoint members to the advisory 
committees and appoint a committee to develop the 2016-17 
budget. 

KILMARNOCK—Kilmarnock Town Council commit-
tees will meet Thursday, March 3, at Town Hall, 1 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

The police and emergency preparedness committee will meet 
at 8:30 a.m. followed by the  economic development commit-
tee at 9 a.m.; streets, sidewalks and playgrounds, 9:30 a.m.; and 
water and wastewater committee, 10 a.m.

WHITE STONE—The White Stone Town Council will 
hold a second reading on a proposed cigarette tax increase at 7 
p.m. Thursday, March 3, in the Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock 
Drive, White Stone. 

Council will hear public comments on the proposed increase 
from 15 cents per pack to 25 cents per pack and should take a 
vote following the hearing, according to town manager Patrick 
Frere. 

Council also will hold the second of three required public 
meetings regarding a downtown revitalization Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) application, which is due 
by March 23. The project would include improvements to the 
commercial area of town including new signage, public parking, 
pedestrian areas and building facade upgrades. The design team, 
PMA Architecture of Newport News, will present the proposed 
plan. 

A third public hearing is scheduled for March 17 at the town 
office. 

Several bills of local interest are still alive

 958 bills ‘cross over’ at General Assembly
by Sarah King,
Capital News Service

HB 220 states any resumes 
or applications submitted by 
people appointed by the gov-
ernor should be available to the 
public upon request.

Passed in the Senate
Of the 781 Senate bills intro-

duced at the start of the session, 
383 passed the Senate. They 
include:

Alcohol at Restaurants: 
Senate Bill 488 would change 
the rules on how restaurants 
calculate the percentage of 
alcohol-to-food sale require-
ment. Currently, restaurants 
must make 55% or more of 
their sales from food products 
and a maximum of 45% of sales 
from liquor and mixed drinks. 
SB 488 would let restaurants 
calculate the percentages based 
on the costs they pay for food 
and alcohol, instead of on the 
sales.

Loyalty Oaths: SB 686 
would prohibit political parties 
from requiring loyalty oaths as 
a requirement to vote in Virgin-
ia’s traditionally open presiden-
tial primary.

Drug Offenses/Suspended 
Licenses: SB 327 would change 
the existing law that motorists 
lose their driver’s license for 
six months when convicted of 
a drug offense. Under the bill, 
the law would no longer apply 
to simple possession of mari-
juana.

Unmanned Aircraft Regula-
tion: SB 729 would make it a 
Class 1 misdemeanor to know-
ingly use a drone to commit a 
crime or interfere with police 
or emergency medical person-
nel.

Spirit Consumption/Licen-
sure: SB 536 would increase 
from 1.5 ounces to 4.5 ounces 
the quantity of spirits a licensed 
distiller may serve a consumer 
at a tasting event.

Sex Offender Registry: SB 
11 would remove the name and 
address of the employer of a sex 
offender from the Sex Offender 
and Crimes Against Minors 
Registry that the Virginia State 
Police post on the internet.

to include King George and 
King William counties, passed 
the House on February 1, 98-0, 
and the Senate on February 22, 
40-0.

shorelines from taxes, passed 
the House on February 11, 
97-0. On February 12, the 
bill was referred to the Senate 
committee on finance.

hearings for electrical trans-
mission line siting, passed the 
House on February 16, 97-0-2. 
On February 22, the bill was 
reported from the Senate com-
mittee on commerce and labor 
for consideration by the full 
Senate.

entered for the plaintiff, passed 
the Senate on February 15, 
39-0. On February 22, a House 
courts of justice subcommit-
tee recommended the bill for 
reporting.

income tax credit for farmers 
who make food crop dona-
tions to a food bank, passed the 
Senate on February 11, 40-0. 
On February 22, the bill was 
reported from the House com-
mittee on finance for consider-
ation by the full House.

-
panion legislation to SB 580, 
passed the House on February 
11, 95-1-1 and was referred 
to the Senate committee on 
finance.

Among other legislation of 
local interest:

to petition for expungement of 
convictions and deferred dis-
position dismissals for mari-
juana possession, underage 
alcohol possession, and using a 
false ID to obtain alcohol when 
the offense occurred prior to 
the person’s 21st birthday, 
passed the Senate on February 
9, 40-0. The bill on February 
16, was referred to the House 
committee for courts of justice.

-
ceutical processors to manu-
facture and provide cannabi-
diol oil and THC-A oil, passed 
the Senate on February 16, 
38-0. On February 18, the bill 
was assigned to a House crimi-
nal law subcommittee.

membership of the North-
ern Neck-Middle Peninsula 
Public Education Consortium 
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WASHINGTON, D.C.—
Sen. Mark Warner, Sen. Tim 
Kaine and Rep. Rob Wittman 
recently announced the Pamun-
key Indian Nation will receive 
$50,282 from the Department 
of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) for the devel-
opment and management of 
affordable housing.

In February, the Pamun-
key’s federal recognition by 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
became effective, which gives 
the tribe eligibility and access 
to federal benefits such as hous-
ing, education and health care.

 Sen. Warner, Sen. Kaine 
and Rep. Wittman noted they 
are pleased that the Pamunkey 
tribe, whose federal recognition 
was long overdue, will receive 
grants to help expand afford-
able housing and create a safer 
community through crime pre-
vention and safety programs.

This progress is encouraging, 
they said. They also pledged to 
continue to work together in 
Congress to get federal recogni-
tion of six other Virginia tribes 
so that the Commonwealth’s 

Native American communities 
receive resources and support.

The funding was made avail-
able by the Office of Native 
American Programs’ (ONAP) 
Indian Housing Grant Block 
Program, which provides 
grants, loan guarantees and 
technical assistance to Indian 
tribes and Alaska Native vil-
lages for the development and 
operation of affordable hous-
ing.

 Warner, Kaine and Wittman 
have introduced the bipartisan 
Thomasina E. Jordan Indian 
Tribes of Virginia Federal Rec-
ognition Act to grant federal 
recognition of the Chickahom-
iny, the Eastern Chickahominy, 
the Upper Mattaponi, the Rap-
pahannock, the Monacan and 
the Nansemond tribes.

While these tribes have 
received official recogni-
tion from the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, they have yet to 
receive federal recognition. The 
bill cleared its first procedural 
hurdle in March 2015 with pas-
sage out of the Senate Indian 
Affairs Committee.

Over $50,000 in HUD funding
earmarked for Pamunkey Tribe
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