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LOTTSBURG—Two area high 
schools are among 21 statewide to 
now display a Golden Football, sym-
bolizing the school’s inclusion in the 
National Football League’s Super 
Bowl High School Honor Roll. 

In recognition of the Super Bowl’s 
50th anniversary, the NFL is “cel-
ebrating the players and coaches of 
the past 49 Super Bowls and their 
high schools and communities that 
have positively impacted our great 
game,” according to a release from 
NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell. 
“Nearly 3,000 players and head 
coaches, and more than 2,000 high 
schools will be recognized.”

Among those 2,000 were 21 in Vir-
ginia, including one in the Northern 
Neck and another in the Middle Pen-
insula. 

Northumberland High School now 
displays a Golden Football honor-
ing former NHS player John M. Jett. 
NHS principal Dr. Travis Burns on 
February 8 presented Jett the golden 
Wilson football trophy during a 
school board meeting. The trophy 
and an accompanying plaque with 
Jett’s name on it will be displayed in 
the trophy case at NHS. 

“Northumberland High School once 
again thanks you Mr. Jett for being a 
great role model for our community and 
our student athletes,” said Dr. Burns. 

Jett, who lives near Miskimon, 
grew up in Reedville and graduated 
from Northumberland in 1987 before 
heading to East Carolina Univer-
sity. Despite being unrecruited, Jett 
walked on and made the team, punt-
ing for four years for the Pirates. 

Jett was originally signed by the 
Minnesota Vikings in 1992, but was 
released and signed by the Dallas 

Cowboys in 1993. He earned two 
Super Bowl rings with the Cowboys 
in Super Bowl XXVIII and Super 
Bowl XXX. 

During his tenure with Dallas, 
Jett led the NFL in punts inside the 
20-yard line for four straight seasons. 

He joined the Detroit Lions in 
1997 and left the NFL in 2003, when 
he returned home to the Northern 
Neck. Jett is a former member of the 
Northumberland school board. 

Mathews County High School 
also will display a Golden Football 
in honor of MHS graduate Stuart 
Anderson, who played professional 
football with the Washington Red-
skins and Cleveland Browns.

Anderson played at the University 
of Virginia before being drafted in 
1982 by the Kansas City Chiefs. 

The Denver Broncos beat the Caro-
lina Panthers, 24-10, in Super Bowl 
50 in Santa Clara, Calif.

Lancaster High School Spanish students are again 
getting ready to volunteer their spring break to 

teach English in Nicaragua, Central America. 
As they did last year, students will travel to 

Jinotega, a small town some two hours north of 
Managua. These seven students will serve in a low-
income neighborhood where children more often 
than not drop out of school after sixth grade to work 
for their families.  

Spanish teacher Amanda Moss said Outreach360 
is the U.S. program that runs the teaching center and 
provides room and board for the volunteer groups. 
Year round, resident Outreach360 personnel run the 
dorm-like volunteer house and teach the English 
classes, but when a group such as LHS comes, they 
step aside and let the teenagers do the teaching.

“It’s a win-win,” said chaperon and parent Karen 
Bavuso. “The Nicaraguan children are delighted 
to have American teenagers as their teachers for a 
week, and my sons, Matthew and Jacob, will have 
the experience of directly impacting these children’s 
lives. They’ll hopefully develop a much deeper 
appreciation for what we have here in America, 
which they usually take for granted.” 

“I went on a trip like this when I was a teenager, 
and it changed my life,” said LHS math teacher 
Brennan Cornelius, who chaperoned last year.

The goal of Outreach360 is to provide incentive 
for disadvantaged families to keep their children in 
school, said Moss. Especially in a poor neighbor-
hood such as Jinotega’s, most children in rural Nica-
ragua don’t go beyond a third-grade education.

Their parents pull them out of school to help on 
the farm, sell tortillas, or to take care of younger 
brothers and sisters, continued Moss. As long as the 
parent keeps their child in the public school, they 
can participate in the Outreach360 program.  In 
addition to English classes, Outreach360, through 
its volunteers like the LHS students, run camps, 
disperse clothing, food, and toys, and provide other 
economic aid to the families.   

LHS students and chaperones pay their own way 
for the trip. Through donations and fundraising 
activities, LHS hopes to raise enough money to 
bring each participant’s total cost for the 8-day trip 
to $500, said Moss. 

Beyond that, the plan is to establish a fund to 
allow students for whom $500 is a stretch to partici-
pate in the future, she said. The group is extremely 
grateful to individuals and groups in the community 
who have generously donated to the program.  

To contribute to the effort, checks can be made to 
LHS Spanish Club, LHS, P.O. Box 790, Lancaster, 
VA  22503; or call Moss, 462-5100, ext. 4203.

LANCASTER—To the dozen or 
so citizens who showed up Monday 
night to hear supervisors debate their 
next steps in the battle with Dominion 
Power over proposed towers across 
the Rappahannock River, the door 
was literally slammed shut in their 
faces.

The special session was called 
during the board’s January 26 meet-
ing, and was billed as a strategy plan-
ning session for moving forward on 
the State Corporation Commission 
review. 

However, when it was discovered 
prior to the special session that the 
board planned to enter into a closed 
session for the discussion, the Rap-
pahannock Record challenged the 
proposed action under the Virginia 
Freedom of Information Act. 

According to the act, a meeting may 
not be closed to discuss potential liti-
gation unless it can be shown there is 
a realistic and tangible threat of legal 
action that goes beyond suspicion of 
a lawsuit, and where open discussion 

would adversely affect the governing 
body’s negotiating or litigation posi-
tion.  

During the special session, supervi-
sors proceeded with a motion to enter 
into closed session but limited the 
content to “a legal briefing by staff on 
the Virginia Marine Resources Com-
mission permit.” In November, the 
county pursued its fight with Domin-
ion in Circuit Court by appealing the 
VMRC permit. However, the judge 
ruled against the county, saying it had 
no jurisdiction over the river.

When supervisors reconvened in 
open session, each board member 
certified that only the VMRC appeal 
had been discussed. Their only action 
was to request the presence of county 
attorney Jim Cornwell at their next 
meeting.   

Last December, supervisors con-
vened a closed session later dis-
covered to be for consideration of a 
request by the Save the Rappahan-
nock coalition to contribute $20,000 
toward legal fees in their fight against 
the utility. At the January meeting, 
supervisors denied the request. 

LOTTSBURG—The Northum-
berland school board on February 8 
conducted a public hearing to gather 
input on a 2016-17 school budget.

 Superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates 
is working on a budget draft total-
ing $17,114,157. According to the 
working document as of February 
8, the total represents an increase of 
$597,189.

Estimated expenditures total 
$12,260,683 for instruction, an 
increase of $454,730 over the current 
budget;  $822,408 for administration 
and health, a decrease of $64,499;  

some $1,391,967 for pupil trans-
portation, an increase of $148,992; 
$1,837,439 for operation and main-
tenance, an increase of $67,964; 
$47,000 for facilities, a decrease of 
$90,846; $96,080 for “other” includ-
ing debt service and transfers, a 
decrease of $16,348; $658,579 for 
technology, an increase of $97,196.

 At the hearing, Dr. Gates invited 
budget-related comments from the 
public and several citizens made 
requests. Teacher Amy Lamb asked 
that the sick-leave carry-over for 
new teachers be increased to 20 days 

Strategy unknown: 
Supervisors meet
in closed session

by Audrey Thomasson

From left, the Lancaster High School team preparing for a spring break educational adventure 
in Nicaragua includes (front row) Caroline Beck, Marytrant Tippett, LHS college adviser Nia 
Wilson and Skylar Dixon; (next row) Jacob Bavuso, Matthew Bavuso, Spanish teacher Amanda 
Moss, Joseph George and Alex Clayton. Other team chaperones include Katie Bavuso and Tony 
Clayton.

Not your average English class

Northumberland High School receives Golden Football in 
recognition of John M. Jett’s participation in Super Bowls

From left are Dr. Travis Burns and John M. Jett.

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
and Tom Kimmitt

Public offers suggestions
for board consideration
in drafting school budget

by Tom Kimmitt

SCHOOL BUDGET, continued on page A2
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“Love in a Nutshell”

Chocolate Clusters, Almonds, Cashews
Kilmarnock Antique Gallery

Jim’s
CABINET CREATIONS

ARBOR Cherry Cabinets 
& Moulding (Tops Not Incl.)

55% OFF plus an additional 10% OFF retail price

$245390

plus tax

White Stone, VA
jimscabinets@kaballero.com

For Factory Direct Pricing Call 804.435.2061

We inspect all cabinets before buyer 
receives order.

OMEGA/DYNASTY AND KITCHEN CRAFT 
CABINETS ALSO AVAILABLE 
FOR 55%/10% OFF RETAIL

DESIGN, DELIVERY & INSTALLATION 
SERVICES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE

BRING IN YOUR MEASUREMENTS TO OUR 
WHITE STONE SHOW ROOM, 

OR CALL US FOR AN APPOINTMENT

CJC

to compete with other area 
schools. Currently, new teach-
ers in Northumberland receive 
no sick-leave carry-over days.

“This is an area where we 
are at the bottom and it would 
probably help with recruit-
ment,” said Lamb.

She also asked the board to 
consider increasing the tuition 
reimbursement policy from 
two classes to three if there is 
available funding and that the 
board consider an unofficial 
policy to reimburse teachers 
for attending out-of-state con-
ferences.

Steve Berman asked the 
board to consider funding a 
full-time athletic director.

The budget will be presented 
for school board approval at the 
March meeting. “An approved 
budget must be in the hands 
of the board of supervisors by 
April 1,” said Dr. Gates.
Action items

By a unanimous 5-0 vote, 
school board members Gayle 
Sterrett, Betty Christopher, 
Dana O’Bier, Dean Sumner 
and Gerald Howard approved 
an honors weight program 
recommended by high school 
principal Dr. Travis Burns. 

Dr. Burns recommended 
that a 0.5 grade point bonus 
be given to students for honors 
level courses including foreign 
languages, math and science. 

“Our kids want to get their 
grades up to compete with 
other kids,” said Dr. Burns. 
An honors course grade of 
A+ would then be worth 4.5 
instead of the 4.0 it would cur-
rently earn. 

Gayle Sterrett moved the 
board discuss the chain of com-
mand policy for complaints 

and that the policy be reviewed 
and amended as determined by 
the board. The motion passed, 
4-1, with Christopher, Sumner, 
O’Bier and Sterrett in favor. 
Howard voted nay.
Additional comments

During a citizen comment 
period, Ron Herring asked if 
the school board would con-
sider a moment of silence, 
invocation or prayer at the 
beginning of their meetings.

“There are 13 churches 
between Kilmarnock and 
Burgess and I bet the clergy 
would welcome the opportu-
nity to provide an invocation or 
prayer—other groups do it, the 
board of supervisors does it, 
please consider honoring God 
at your next meeting,” said 
Herring.

The meeting had com-
menced with the pledge of 
allegiance, but no moment of 
silence or prayer. 

Gayle Sterrett looked at 
Sumner, board chairman, and 
said “Yeah, You can’t take it 
away by yourself.” 

“I missed it, we will dis-
cuss it at our next meeting,” 
responded Sumner.

Berman voiced concern 
regarding promotional material 
for a Northumberland Public 
Library Black History Month 
lecture that referenced speaker 
Michael Ransome’s position as 
principal at the middle school

A county employee should 
not lend their job title with the 
county to discuss controversial 
topics, said Berman. 

The promotional material 
has since been amended and 
doesn’t mention Ransome’s 
affiliation with Northumber-
land public schools. 

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland Association 
for Progressive Stewardship 
(NAPS) on February 6 got a 
lesson in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics 
(STEM). 

Some 80 members, Nor-
thumberland County STEM 
students, their parents and 
interested citizens, attended 
the meeting at Heathsville 
United Methodist Church.

NAPS vice president Lee 
Allain urged STEM students 
to continue on their academic 
paths. “Scientists and engi-

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of supervi-
sors on February 5 held a spe-
cial meeting to adopt a reso-
lution appropriating $10,000 
towards legal fees to oppose a 
rate increase proposed by Vir-
ginia American Water Com-
pany. 

According to the resolution 
signed by board of supervisors 
chairman Ronnie Jett, Virginia 
American Water Company 
filed an application with Vir-
ginia State Corporation Com-
mission to raise rates for water 

and wastewater by approxi-
mately 18.42%. The resolu-
tion also states the increase is 
“unreasonable and unjust.”

The company provides 
service to Northumberland 
county subdivisions includ-
ing Jetty’s Reach, Sherwood 
Forest Shores and Bay Quarter 
Shores.  

The board approved the 
money as a sole appropria-
tion. Any additional expendi-
tures would require additional 
action.

The Westmoreland board of 
supervisors last week adopted 
a similar resolution.

School budget
continued from page A1

Northumberland board
to oppose rate increase

by Tom Kimmitt

Northumberland Middle School science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
students display their SeaPerch underwater robots. From left are Teagan Mullins, Zac 
Moore, Chase Kitchen, Josh Croswell and Emily Rice.

NAPS’ annual meeting program
focuses on educational initiatives

by Tom Kimmitt

 Suicide prevention
The Middle Peninsula 

Northern Neck Community 
Services Board Prevention 
Services Division in partner-
ship with the Coalition for 
Healthy Virginia Communities 
will sponsor a regional suicide 
prevention task force meeting 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Febru-
ary 18 at the Lancaster Com-
munity Library, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

Registration is required. The 
registration deadline is Febru-
ary 15. Register at rvuc.com, 
call 642-5402, or email pre-
vent@mpnn.state.va.us.

 Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol 

and Rifle Club will spon-
sor Refuse To Be A Victim, a 
crime prevention and personal 
safety seminar, from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. March 12 at Lancaster 
Community Library, 235 
School Street, Kilmarnock.

The fee is $35, which 
includes all program materials 
and light refreshments. Pre-
registration is required. Regis-
ter at refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-
be-a-victim.aspx; rprclub.com; 
410-5905 or NNRTBAV@
gmail.com. 

neers have a great life career 
while making at least double 
the salary of typical high 
school grads,” said Allain. 
“The U.S. is rated 36 out of 65 
major nations when compared 
on the basis of math, reading 
and science skills.”

John C. Wright of the tech-
nology office at the Naval Sur-
face Warfare Center in Dahl-
gren explained how NAVSEA 
warfare centers provide testing 
of all U.S. military weapons.  

“Current weapon technolo-
gies include the rail gun, which 
fires with electricity instead of 
gunpowder, laser technology 
that puts energy on the target, 
and high-powered microwave 
radar that engages other elec-
tronic systems,” said Wright. 

“If you have a child that likes 
to blow things up or that takes 
everything apart, and some-
times puts them back together, 
that kid is probably going to be 
interested in engineering,”  he 
said. 

NAVSEA and NAPS spon-
sor the SeaPerch underwater 
robotics program at Northum-
berland Middle School.

Wright said he loves to see 
the “SeaPerch smile” that illu-
minates the faces of STEM 
students when they put their 
creations in the water. “More 

scholarships are given to 
STEM participants than ath-
letes,” he said.

Gifted and talented coor-
dinator Shauna McCranie 
instructed the STEM students 
to show their SeaPerch robots 
to attendees. To prepare for 
a pool challenge April 23 at 
the University of Mary Wash-
ington, students will soon be 
practicing with their robots 
at the Northern Neck Family 
YMCA pool in Kilmarnock, 
said McCranie.

The SeaPerch Program pro-
vides students an opportu-
nity to learn about robotics, 
while building an underwater 
remotely-operated vehicle as 
part of a science and engineer-
ing technology curriculum. 
Throughout the project, stu-
dents will learn engineering 
concepts, problem solving, 
teamwork and technical appli-
cations.  

During the business ses-
sion, treasurer Greg Haughan 
announced that four $500 
NAPS scholarships would be 
provided to Northumberland 
High School seniors. NAPS 
memberships are available for 
$1 for students, $15 for indi-
viduals, $25 for family mem-
berships and $50 for business 
memberships.

NEWS 
BREAK

 Informational
session

Dominion Virginia Power 
will conduct an informational 
open house from 5 to 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, February 11, at 
Mount Vernon Baptist Church, 
269 James Wharf Road, White 
Stone.

Dominion’s electricity trans-
mission experts will be avail-
able to explain the proposed 
transmission power line proj-
ect, including the erection of 
related towers in proximity to 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge.
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

“Come join us--we’re going places”

CANADA-NEW ENGLAND

Royal Caribbean Grandeur of the Seas
A spectacular fall cruise

with many interesting ports of call
Deposit $450 per person at time of booking

Final June 30, 2016. 

September 15-24, 2016
Round trip from Baltimore

R
RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

New Exhibit Feb 2 - 27

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

Shades of Grey
with a Touch of Color

CASA board adds members
Two new community members have joined the Northern 
Neck Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) board. 
From left are board president Ken Baker and new 
members Pattie Lacey and Ted Cook. CASA advocates for 
the best interest of children involved in the juvenile and 
domestic relations court processes. The CASA program 
recruits, trains and supervises competent volunteers 
dedicated to representing the needs of abused and 
neglected children.

Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported charges against 
two individuals.
Felonies

Terrance A. Taylor Jr., 23, of Campbell Drive 
was charged February 6 with felonious assault 
on a law enforcement officer, public intoxica-
tion and disorderly conduct.
Misdemeanors

A Sunset Drive man, 19, was charged Febru-
ary 3 with reckless handling of a firearm.
Activity report

February 1: Staff responded to Ocran 
Road for a single-vehicle crash, to the 900 
block of Blueberry Point Road for a reported 
obtaining money by false pretense, to assist 
Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) with 
the report of a suspicious person at the 300 
block of South Main Street, to 100 block of 
Washington Street for a report of obtaining 
electrical service by fraud, to the 2200 block of 
Little Bay Road for a report of weapons being 
discharged, and to the 100 block of Millenbeck 
Road for the report of a stolen motor vehicle 
license plate.

February 2: Staff responded to the 500 
block of Fleets Bay Road for a civil complaint 
between a tenant and landlord, and to the 100 
block of Pine Drive for a domestic disturbance.

February 3: No active reported, except for 
misdemeanor.

February 4: Staff responded to the 400 
block of Wilson Lane for a report of suspicious 
activity in the area, to the 9500 block of Mary 
Ball Road for a report of a possible suicidal 
subject, to the 200 block of Benson Road for 
a report of weapons being discharged, to the 
700 block of Johns Neck Road for a report of 
theft and recovery of a cell phone, to the 100 
block of Waverly Avenue to assist KPD with 
a report of suspicious activity, and to the 500 
block of Levelgreen Road for a juvenile behav-
ioral complaint.

February 5: Staff responded to Clark 
Point and Deep Water Drive for a traffic crash, 
to assist KPD with a traffic crash at the 200 

block of North Main Street, to Mary Ball and 
Devils Bottom roads for a report of an erratic 
driver, to the 300 block of West Bay Drive for 
a domestic disturbance, and to the 100 block 
of Campbell Road for a domestic disturbance 
which resulted in an arrest.

February 6: Staff responded to the inter-
section of Rappahannock and Chesapeake 
drives to assist Virginia State Police with a 
vehicle search, to the 3300 block of Merry 
Point Road for a report of a stolen package that 
had been delivered by USPS, to the 1100 block 
of Mosquito Point Road for a reported theft of 
property, and to the 200 block of Cherry Point 
Road for a report of suspicious activity in the 
area.

February 7: Staff responded to the 1300 
block of Windmill Point Road for a reported 
burglary and theft from the residence, to 
the 1000 block of White Chapel Road for a 
reported theft by a family member, to the 100 
block of Carter Lane for a reported domestic 
disturbance, and to the 1100 block of Chest-
nut Grove Road for a reported domestic dis-
turbance.

Staff also conducted 10 traffic stops, issued 
two summonses, assisted seven motorists, 
recorded one deer strike accident, handled one 
call for traffic control, investigated two build-
ing alarms, logged nine inmate transports, 
received 15 E911 hang-up calls and fielded one 
call for animal control service.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a traffic crash at Mary Ball and 
Harris roads, to a traffic crash on North Main 
Street, with White Stone VFD to a kitchen fire 
at Rappahhannock Drive and Blueberry Point 
Road and with White Stone VFD to a fire alarm 
at 400 North Main Street.

White Stone VFD also responded to a pro-
pane gas leak on Commanche Lane and to a 
traffic crash at Clark Point and Deep Water 
Drive.

Upper Lancaster VFD responded to a traffic 
crash at River and White Chapel roads.

CHARLOTTESVILLE—
Virginia’s 4 p.m. Burning Law 
goes into effect Monday, Feb-
ruary 15, the start of spring fire 
season in the Commonwealth. 

This law prohibits burning 
before 4 p.m. each day from 
February 15 to April 30 if the 
fire is in, or within 300 feet of 
woodland, brushland or fields 
containing dry grass or other 
flammable materials.

A violation of this law is a 
Class 3 misdemeanor punish-
able by up to a $500 fine. In 
addition to the criminal viola-

tion, those who allow a fire to 
escape are liable for the cost of 
suppressing the fire as well as 
any damage caused to others’ 
property.

“Because people are the 
cause of more than 95% of 
wildland fires in the Com-
monwealth, the 4 p.m. burn-
ing law may be one of the 
most effective tools we have 
in the prevention of wildfires,” 
said John Miller, director of 
resource protection at the Vir-
ginia Department of Forestry 
(VDOF). “Each late winter 

and early spring, downed trees, 
branches and leaves become 
‘forest fuels’ that increase the 
danger of a wildfire. By adher-
ing to the law and not burning 
before 4 p.m., people are less 
likely to start a fire that threat-
ens them, their property and 
the forests of Virginia.”

In 2015, there were 616 
wildfires that burned a total of 
5,906 acres of forestland in the 
Commonwealth. This was sig-
nificantly less than the 10-year 
average of 1,100 wildfires, 
which burn a total of 11,000 

acres annually.   
“If not for the suppression 

efforts of VDOF employees 
and local f irefighters, 901 
homes and other structures, 
worth an estimated $150 
million, would have been 
damaged or destroyed last 
year by these wildfires,” said 
Miller. 

“The leading cause of wild-
fires in Virginia is careless-
ness,” said VDOF forest pro-
tection coordinator Fred Turck. 
“An unattended debris burning 
fire, a discarded cigarette or a 

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff’s 
Office on February 9 issued a 
warning to citizens about scam 
telemarketing calls claiming to 
be from the “National Police 
Association.”

According to the sheriff ’s 
office, telemarketers are solic-
iting donations for the National 
Police Association from area 
residents. The calls may or may 
not be automated.

The sheriff ’s office warns 

that the “National Police Asso-
ciation” is not a registered 501 
(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

If there is any question as to 
whether an organization is legiti-
mate, citizens are advised not to 
give the caller any information. 

HAGUE—A Westmoreland 
County man faces multiple 
charges after Virginia State 
Troopers investigated false 
statements made on a firearms 
transaction form. 

On November 14, 2015, 
Robert W. Norwood, 55, of 
Hague attempted to purchase 
a firearm at a retail business 
in Callao. As a result of the 
attempted purchase, he made 
false statements on the Vir-
ginia and ATF firearm transac-
tion forms, reported VSP Sgt. 
Steve M. Vick.

When troopers went to serve 

the arrest warrants at Nor-
wood’s residence on February 
3, they detected a strong odor 
of marijuana coming from 
within the residence, said Sgt. 
Vick. Norwood was arrested 
without incident on three 
counts of making false state-
ments, and a search warrant 
was obtained for his residence.  

Following the execution of 
the search warrant, Norwood 
was additionally charged 
with possession of marijuana, 
possession of a scheduled I/
II drug (cocaine), posses-
sion of a scheduled I/II drug 

(crack cocaine), possession of 
drug paraphernalia, posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
while possessing a firearm (2 
counts), possession of ammu-
nition by a convicted felon and 
possession of a firearm by a 
convicted felon, said Sgt. Vick.

Norwood was transported to 
the Northern Neck Regional 
Jail where he is currently held 
without bond.

Trooper E. Haynie is inves-
tigating and is assisted in the 
investigation by Troopers O. 
Moody, J. Hylan and E. Eng-
lish.

RICHMOND—Most Vir-
ginians support reinstat-
ing parole, treating juvenile 
offenders differently from 
adult criminals, and stopping 
people convicted of domestic 
violence from buying guns, 
according to the 2016 Com-
monwealth Poll.

The L. Douglas Wilder 
School of Government and 
Public Affairs at Virginia 
Commonwealth University, 
in conjunction with the office 
of the Virginia secretary of 
public safety and homeland 
security, released the survey 
findings Thursday.

Virginia banned parole in 
1995. Last year, Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe established a 

commission to study pos-
sible improvements in the 
criminal justice system. In 
December, the panel sug-
gested such initiatives as 
expanding mental health ser-
vices, but it stopped short of 
recommending that parole be 
reinstated.

The statewide Common-
wealth Poll found strong sup-
port across political parties 
and racial groups for rein-
stating parole. The idea had 
the support of:

-
dents.

-
dents.

The survey also indicated 
strong support for changes in 

the juvenile justice system.
“We were very excited to 

find that over 80% favored 
or supported strongly the 
idea of reducing the use of 
large adult-sized facilities to 
house juvenile offenders and 
instead were very supportive 
of smaller community-based 
therapeutic centers,” said 
Robyn McDougle, faculty 
director of VCU’s Office of 
Public Policy Outreach.

According to the poll, 75% 
of Virginians agreed that 
youth convicted as adults 
should be eligible for parole. 
Support for this concept also 
cut across party lines. It was 
backed by:

Responses varied slightly 

Poll supports reinstating parole in Virginia
by Brian Williams,
Capital News Service

Westmoreland man faces numerous
charges in addition to firearm violation

Burning Law will go into effect February 15

among regions of the state. 
For example, 85% of respon-
dents in Northern Virginia 
support parole for youth con-
victed as adults; in Western 
Virginia, the figure was 75%

The poll also asked 
respondents whether people 
convicted of domestic vio-
lence or individuals with 
restraining orders against 
them should be allowed to 
purchase a gun. Most respon-
dents—64%—said no.

“Preventing gun violence 
is a priority for our gover-
nor. VCU’s poll shows that 
people across the common-
wealth agree with the gover-
nor,” said Tonya Chapman, 
deputy secretary of public 
safety and homeland secu-
rity.

“There have been several 
pieces of legislation intro-
duced in an attempt to pre-
vent an individual from pos-
sessing a weapon if there is 
an outstanding protective 
order or if an individual has 
been convicted of domestic 
violence,” she said.

According to the survey, 
74% of women support such 
a policy, compared with 55% 
of men.

The poll involved inter-
viewing 930 adults across 
Virginia by landline and cel-
lular phones. The survey has 
a margin of error of 3.7 per-
centage points.

single match can ignite the dry 
fuels that are so prevalent in the 
early spring. Add a few days of 
dry, windy conditions and an 
escaped wildfire can quickly 
turn into a raging blaze. People 
living in most rural areas of 
Virginia are especially at risk. 
To take a quote from Smokey 
Bear, ‘Only You Can Prevent 
Wildfires.’”

To learn how to become “Fire-
wise,” visit dof.virginia.gov.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

Telemarketing call may be a scam

Reach thousands!
435-1701

rrecord.com
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Rob Goralewicz
Certified Personal Trainer, AAFA

Private in-home strength, flexibility and 
fitness training for all ages

804-436-4668 blueridgept@yahoo.com
Continuing education in Senior/Elder Fitness

Dream It; Wish It; Do It.
Blue Ridge Personal Training

Kilmarnock  
Antique  
Gallery

On Saturday, February 13th 
from 10am-3pm, come in 
and meet our dealers “The 
Velvet Rocker” & “The Painted 
Lady of Williamsburg” who 
will demonstrate Chalk Paint 
and Milk Paint at our gallery. 
This will be an excellent time 
to ask questions and see 
the process! All paints are in 
stock as well as paint charts 
and painted furniture items 
for sale.

Booth V-92
144 School Street

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
804-435-1207

WHITE STONE—Although 
about 15 people attended last 
Thursday’s public hearings 
in White Stone, no one spoke 
about a proposed cigarette tax 
rate increase or commented 
on a downtown revitalization 
project. 

White Stone Town Council 
was soliciting input on com-
munity and economic develop-
ment and a housing and infra-
structure improvement plan for 
a Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) project 
for the commercial area of 
town. 

According to town manager 
Patrick Frere, the block grant 
application is due to the state 
by March 23 and three public 
hearings on the project are 
required. Last Thursday’s was 
the first and included a quick 
overview by Jerry Davis with 
the Northern Neck Planning 
District Commission and Jeff 
Stogill with PMA Architec-

ture of Newport News. PMA 
is working with Bowman 
Consulting and Community 
Futures as the design team in 
charge of the facelift. 

A second public hearing 
is set for 7 p.m. March 3 at 
Town Hall, 433 Rappahan-
nock Drive, White Stone. The 
third hearing is slated at 7 p.m. 
March 17.

The meetings are an oppor-
tunity for stakeholders to add 
“what you think are the needed 
improvements to the down-
town area,” said Davis. 

He explained the town could 
be eligible for up to a million 
dollars in federal funding if the 
proposal meets one of three 
criteria, including eliminat-
ing blight and benefiting those 
in low- to moderate-income 
levels. 

According to Stogill, the 
project will include building 
facade painting and signage, 
landscaping, public parking 
areas and pedestrian improve-
ments. 

LANCASTER—An attorney 
representing the convicted mur-
derer of Claudine Gifford has 
filed a motion for appeal. Jennifer 
M. Newman, a Richmond attor-
ney, filed a notice of appeal in 
Lancaster County Circuit Court 
on December 28 on behalf of her 
client, James Todd Kessler.

Additionally, Newman is 
asking that taxpayers pay for his 
appeal, claiming pauper status.

Newman claims that Kessler 
and his family are “financially 
unable to pay such costs or to bear 
the expense of the preparation 
of the transcripts for his appeal 
and thereby order the transcripts 
be transcribed and all costs paid 
by the Commonwealth…” she 
wrote.

In an affidavit of indigence, 
Kessler testified that “…while a 
family member has been able to 
pay counsel’s fees, the family is 

unable to secure additional funds 
for the other costs associated with 
the appeal.”

Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Jan Smith filed a motion oppos-
ing “pauper status” be granted. 
Smith claims Newman is not 
the attorney of record of Kessler, 
which he believes to be James 
Breeden. Also, Smith states Kes-
sler has “not been deemed to be 
without funds. In fact, the Com-
monwealth has been advised that 
Ms. Newman has been retained 
on the appeal.”

Smith noted that Kessler has 
assets and is, therefore, not eli-
gible for indigent status.

Kessler, 45, was convicted of 
second-degree murder and con-
cealment of a body in August 
2015. He was sentenced to 45 
years in prison. Gifford’s body 
was never recovered. 

The motions will be heard in 
Circuit Court Friday, February 12, 
by Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III. 

LOTTSBURG—Northumberland school 
superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates recog-
nized several individuals and programs at a 
February 8 school board meeting.

Dr. Gates recognized Shanita Curry and 
the cheerleaders and cheerleading coaches 
for their contributions to the school. The 
cheerleaders are thankful they received 
new warm ups this year, said Curry. “We 
are hoping for new uniforms next year,” 
she added. 

Dr. Gates also congratulated 19 Nor-
thumberland High School and Middle 
School students who traveled to Montross 
February 3 for the Area Honors Band 
Event, where they competed with students 
from 15 other schools. Twelve Northum-

berland students were selected for the 
April event.

Band members are high schoolers 
Lucinda Wigfield and Olivia Vogel, flute; 
Rain Eguiguren and Abby Perez, clarinet; 
and Steven Parker, baritone horn. Middle 
School members will include Bernadette 
Blackwell, flute; Erica Jeffries, clarinet; 
Bess Blake, Nick Balderson, Matthew 
Jett and Samarae McCrae, trumpet; and 
Michael Duke, French horn.

Dr. Gates commended Keith Harris and 
the custodial maintenance team for plow-
ing the parking lot and private roads and 
shoveling walkways after the big snow 
storm. 

She also presented certificates of appre-
ciation to the school board members, 
elementary, middle and high school prin-

cipals and vice principals. 
Wes Werling was recognized for his 

leadership in purchasing and distribution 
of 106 coats in the Coats for Kids program 
in conjunction with the Infant Jesus of 
Prague and Knights of Columbus organi-
zations. 

Meghan Bowis and Mindy Brinson 
were recognized for their work in the 
One District One Book program with The 
World According to Humphrey, which ele-
mentary school families are encouraged to 
read together.

The Virginia Council of teachers and 
mathematics recognized teacher Amy 
Lamb for her contributions. “Thanks, and 
I want to thank Dr. Burns. I love my kids 
and it’s a joy to wake up every day I come 
to work,” said Lamb.  

Northumberland High School cheerleaders and their coaches are recognized at a board of supervisors meeting.

Superintendent announces achievements

Attorney files motion
for appeal on behalf
of convicted murderer

by Tom Kimmitt

by Audrey Thomasson

Fine Food & Spirits 
Open Tuesday ~ Saturday

Lunch & Dinner

Saturday, February 13
Music by: One More Time  Oldies Band

Open Valentine’s Day ~ 4 pm

 

Council sets more hearings on revitalization 
project and proposed 10¢ cigarette tax increase

“We’re about two-thirds our 
way through the design pro-
cess, and in the next thirty days 
should wrap up,”  said Stogill.

Davis wanted to assure busi-
ness owners “none of the activ-
ities planned will displace any 
residences or businesses in the 
project area. That’s important 
to know.”

In other business, the town 
received a letter from the state 
Department of Environmen-
tal Quality on January 15, 
confirming a loan of up to 
$750,000 at 0% interest for 25 
years is available for construc-
tion of a public sewer system. 

The system, which will cost 
some $4.2 million is part of a 
residential housing rehabilita-
tion and sewer project. White 
Stone received a letter of intent 
for $1.4 million in state block 
grant funding six months ago. 
Of that, $470,000 is allot-
ted for the sewer project, but 
before the town can receive the 
grant, other funding had to be 

secured.
Recently, a $22,000 search 

grant was used for soil work 
and Bowman Consulting found 
that construction cost of the 
project could be cut about 10%. 
The preliminary engineering 
review (PER) has been revised 
and resubmitted, according to 
Frere. 

Although more of the money 
may need to be a loan versus 
a grant than council had origi-
nally hoped, “user rates [for the 
sewer system] per resident will 
be about $40 per month,” said 
Frere. 

Frere and Mayor Randy 
Reeves are adamant about 
keeping fees reasonable, which 
is why the town has looked at 
raising the cigarette tax rates 
by 10 cents, from 15 cents per 
pack to 25 cents per pack. The 
additional money could be 
used to offset the fees and pay 
back loans. 

A second reading of the cig-
arette tax also will be held at a 
public hearing at the council’s 

March 3 meeting. 
In action items, council 

voted 6-0 to join the Lancaster 
By the Bay Chamber of Com-
merce at the recommendation 
of Reeves. Annual dues are 
$125. 

Councilwoman Jennifer 
Hodges made the motion to 
join the Chamber and Kelli 
Blankenship seconded the 
motion. Council members Will 
Hubbard, Blair Kenyon, Irving 
Brittingham and Paul Elbourn 
joined Hodges and Blanken-
ship to make it unanimous.

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

IRVINGTON—The Irving-
ton town council and planning 
commission tonight, February 
11, will hold a joint public hear-
ing on a town real estate tax ordi-
nance. The meeting will start at 
7:30 p.m. at Irvington Baptist 
Church, 53 King Carter Drive, 
Irvington.

The proposed ordinance 
would allow council to assess a 
tax on real estate which would 
be administered by the county 
during the tax collection process 
in the fall.  

Additional agenda items 
include an update on repairs to 
sidewalks on Irvington Road, 
committee reports, and a request 
from Chesapeake Academy to 
use the town tennis courts. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

RICHMOND—State offi-
cials last week agreed to honor 
the Republican Party of Virgin-
ia’s request to remove a require-
ment that voters sign a “loyalty 
oath” before voting in the March 
1 presidential primary.

The State Board of Elections 
voted 2-0 to remove the require-
ment despite objections from the 
Virginia branch of the American 

Civil Liberties Union.
“Much as we decry and 

dispute the original decision 
to implement an affirmation 
requirement, simply said, two 
wrongs don’t make a right,” 
Hope Amezquita, staff attor-
ney and legislative counsel at 
ACLU-VA, told the board.

The ACLU initially opposed 
the requirement that voters in 
the GOP primary sign a state-
ment that “I am a Republican.” 
However, now that the pledge 

has been in place for absentee 
voters, removing it would be 
illegal, Amezquita said.

“The Republican Party is 
before this board asking to have 
a voter requirement rescinded 
after an election has begun 
and ballots have been cast,” 
Amezquita said. “Voters have a 
constitutional right to experience 
the election process uniformly 
and equally. If there is an affir-
mation requirement, it must be 
equally applicable to all voters 

regardless of when they vote.”
According to the State Board of 

Elections, more than 1,300 absen-
tee ballots have already been cast.

Meanwhile, in the General 
Assembly, Sen. Chap Petersen, 
D-Fairfax, has proposed a bill 
to make it illegal for parties 
to require voters to “sign any 
pledge” when voting in a pri-
mary. Senate Bill 686 is cur-
rently before the Senate. The bill 
cleared the Senate committee on 
privileges and elections, 11-1. 

LANCASTER—Voter reg-
istrars are planning for a busy 
day on Tuesday, March 1.

Voters will go to the polls 
statewide for the national 
Republican and Democratic 
presidential primary elections 
and it’s the final day for town 
council hopefuls to file for the 
May 3 elections.

The Democratic primary 
ballot will include the names 
of Hillary Clinton, Martin 
O’Malley and Bernie Sanders.

The Republican primary 
ballot will include the names 
of Marco Rubio, Lindsey 

Graham, Ben Carson, Rand 
Paul, Mike Huckabee, Ted 
Cruz, Donald Trump, Jim 
Gilmore, Chris Christie, Jeb 
Bush, Rick Santorum, John 
Kasich and Carly Florina. 

However, according to the 
Virginia State Board of Elec-
tions, Lindsey Graham is no 
longer a candidate for the 
Republican Party nomination. 
Graham’s official withdrawal 
letter was received after the 
ballots had been printed.

State registrars’ offices are 
accepting absentee ballots for 
the primary, said Lancaster 

voter registrar Susan Jett. The 
cut-off for mail-in absentee 
ballots is February 23. How-
ever, voters may vote absentee 
at the registrar’s office until 5 
p.m. Saturday, February 27.

Jett said 2016 will be a busy 
election year. The primary for 
legislative offices will be held in 
June. Town elections are May 3.

The filing deadline to run for 
town office is March 1, she said.

In Kilmarnock, three council 
seats will be on the ballot.

In Irvington, the position of 
mayor and three council seats 
will be on the ballot.

In White Stone, four council 
positions will be on the ballot.

For absentee ballot, election 
or filing information in Lan-
caster, visit elections.virginia.
gov, or contact Jett at 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster, or 
462-5277.

For absentee ballot or elec-
tion information in Northum-
berland, residents may con-
tact elections.virginia.gov, or 
the office of Northumberland 
County Voter Registrar Kather-
ine Davenport, 72 Monument 
Place, Heathsville, or 580-
4655.

‘Loyalty oath’ removed from primary balloting
by Matt Chaney,
Capital News Service

March 1 is presidential primary day
and filing deadline for town elections

Everything on this page 
has also been adapted for viewing 

on your smart phone or tablet.
Get the RECORD App.
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SEW HAPPY
NEW HOURS 

Tuesday - Friday 10 - 5
Saturday 10 - 2

Closed Sunday & Monday

1417 Tappahannock Blvd., Suite D (Across from Walmart)

For all your sewing needs!

Some of our comprehensive services include:

• Annual physicals

• Well-child exams, immunizations 

  and sick care

• Senior care

• Well checkups

• Women’s services, including Pap tests

• Sports physicals and back-to-school 
   physicals

• Chronic care for diseases such as 
  diabetes, hypertension and obesity
           

Joel Ashworth, MD

804-435-2651
goodhelpdocs.com

Bon Secours Kilmarnock 
Primary Care 
86 Harris Road
Kilmarnock, VA 22482 

Welcome Dr. Joel Ashworth
At Bon Secours, our expert team combines the science to cure with the art 

of compassion. We pair experience and resources to deliver individualized 

care to all of our patients. We’re excited to welcome Dr. Ashworth, a primary 

care physician, to Bon Secours Kilmarnock Primary Care. 

BON SECOURS MEDICAL GROUP

LANCASTER—The Lancaster County Chap-
ter 1406 of the United Daughters of the Confeder-
acy (UDC) undertook a research project last year 
to identify all Confederates that served with ties to 
the county.

Sometime this spring, there will be a small ded-
ication ceremony in order to honor another 110 
men that joined local regiments, reported monu-
ment and memorials committee chairman Susan 
Hudson  These names will be placed on a fourth 
bronze plaque and placed at the base of the monu-
ment. 

Once this plaque is in place, there will be a total 
of 567 names represented on the Lancaster Con-
federate monument—113 names of men who did 
not return home alive and 454 names of survivors 
of the War Between the States, said Hudson. 
Initial concept

The reason these monuments were important 
to the families and communities is an interesting 
story that deserves to be told, continued Hudson. 
Right after that terrible war, the federal govern-
ment launched efforts to retrieve the Union’s fallen 
and return their remains to family. No such effort 
was made for the Confederate’s war dead.

Therefore all across the South, and largely 
organized by the women in the communities, the 
Ladies Memorial Associations quickly took hold 
in Lancaster and Northumberland counties. This 
organization, the precursor of today’s UDC, had 
the goal of remembering their community’s war 
dead by raising the money to construct a monu-
ment in each county that would represent the 
fathers, husbands, brothers, sons, and neighbors 
that had answered the call to serve and would 
never return. These ladies did not want families 
to mourn without some outward sign of remem-
brance.

The Lancaster County Confederate monument 
was erected in 1872, and is one of the earliest 
courthouse-style monuments erected in the state if 
not the South. At that time, the 111 names etched 
in the marble were the known war dead. The Nor-
thumberland County Confederate monument was 
erected in 1873 and honored 156 war dead.

In the 1930s the UDC in Lancaster County 
had documented a list of 346 names of men who 
served and returned home alive. They purchased 
three 46-inch by  20-inch bronze plaques which 
displayed the names of these survivors and placed 
the plaques on three sides at the base of the monu-
ment.
Recent initiative  

“Following in the footsteps of these determined 
ladies, we saw additional work was needed and 
took on two Lancaster County monument projects 
in 2015,” said committee member Peggy Davis.

“First, the beautiful iron fence surrounding the 
monument was in need of professional cleaning 

and painting and the fence project was completed 
last fall,” said Davis. “Second, after discovering 
there were men whose names were not represented 
on the monument, we wanted to finish the job of 
honoring all that served with ties to Lancaster 
County.”    

According to Irene Walker, the commit-
tee already had a good start on identifying the 
missing names. They first started with the work 
done by local historian Sandra Sherrill in her 
book, The Confederate Memorial of Lancaster 
County, Virginia, said Walker. However, they also 
reached out to other national and state databases 
and libraries. 

 “It just seemed like it was time to access all 
the excellent research that has been done since the 
1930s in an attempt to sweep up the most compre-
hensive list of all the men from our area,” added 
Jude Degen, the lead researcher for the project.  

It has taken hundreds of hours of research, but 
the group is confident in their work to verify 110 
names of men that deserve to be recognized, said 
Degen. 
Black Confederates

For the first time, she reports to have confirmed 
six black Confederates and their names will be 
listed on the fourth bronze plaque. Each of these 
men were conscripted or impressed into the war as 
cooks, servants, or bodyguards and by accessing 
pension applications, some information is known.

Hyram Conaway served from 1861 with the 
40th VA Regiment and was captured in 1864 and 
held prisoner near Winchester, until the end of the 
war.

Lewis Fauntleroy served from 1863 to the end 
of the war with the 9th VA Cavalry.

Thomas Fauntleroy was with the 47th VA Infan-
try from 1862 to 1864 and was present at Gettys-
burg.

Beverly Gaskins served from 1861to 1865.
Lewis Jackson served seven months in 1862 

with the 9th VA Cavalry. 
Steptoe Williams served from 1861 to the end 

of the war.  
Ongoing efforts

A similar research initiative is under way in 
Northumberland County and to date, well over 
300 men are listed which includes two black Con-
federates. Charles Cain who served from 1861 to 
1865 and was present at Appomattox and Randall 
Douglas served with the 40th VA Infantry. 

Folks are urged to report information about 
Confederates in their family history with ties in the 
Northern Neck that can be shared to enrich this 
research effort, to Hudson at 453-9156.

The UDC is a genealogical society with a focus 
on historical, educational, benevolent, memorial 
and patriotic activities. Those interested in joining 
the UDC may also contact Hudson.

for the monument addition.

UDC completes research on 
Lancaster County Confederates

KILMARNOCK—Cobbs 
Hall Chapter, National Society 
of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (NSDAR) is 
continuing to support veterans 
at Hunter Holmes McGuire 
Veterans Hospital in Rich-
mond.

Members made quarterly 
deliveries of much needed 
items during 2015, reported 
veterans’ project chairman 
Anne Wolski.

The project was initiated in 
2013 when it was discovered 
there were veterans who could 
use a little help, said Wolski.

In the intensive care units, 
there was a situation where 
some veterans were transition-
ing into a regular hospital room 
without basic hygiene items, 
she said. In discussions with 
the hospital’s volunteer coor-
dinator staff, it was clear there 
was a need for sweat pants and 
shirts, especially at this time of 
the year. 

Since beginning this project, 
Cobbs Hall members make 
cash donations throughout 
the year and some commu-
nity businesses contribute in 
order to make it possible for 
the chapter to maintain a quar-
terly trip to deliver the personal 
hygiene bags, said Wolski.

Cobbs Hall chapter continues
to support wounded veterans

From left Anne Wolski delivers items to wounded 
veterans.

In November, the chapter 
packaged and delivered 144 
personal hygiene bags to the 
surgical and medical intensive 
care units. In December, the 
chapter turned over 60 sweats 
pants and shirts. The sweats 
were delivered to the volunteer 
coordinator and will be distrib-
uted to those in need of clean 
and warm clothes as they are 
discharged from the hospital.

The NSDAR is a volunteer 

women’s service organization 
dedicated to preserving Ameri-
can history, securing America’s 
future through better educa-
tion, and promoting patriotism.  
Any woman 18 years or older, 
regardless of race, religion, or 
ethnic background, who can 
prove lineal descent from a 
patriot of the American Revo-
lution is eligible.

To join, call Jude Degen, 
435-6307.



CommunityForum  February 11, 2016
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VA A6

Recently, I was perusing a copy of a long-
out-of-print booklet that after 80 years 

remains the guidepost for exploring the 
Northern Neck. The title is “Touring History-
land.  The Authentic Guide Book of Historic 
Northern Neck of Virginia,” and the author 
was H. Ragland Eubank. The work fits into 
the overall scene of the re-awakening of inter-
est in historic buildings that accompanied the 
onset of the New Deal, the great accomplish-
ment of which was the Historic American 
Buildings Survey.

The latter was a massive undertaking to 
record and document the fabric of American 
history as it had survived through the first 
three centuries. The project also gave employ-
ment to thousands of individuals, who other-
wise might have been in the bread lines.  

The “Eubank Book,” as the older genera-
tion of Northern Neck residents always have 
called it, did for the local scene a service simi-
lar to that of the HABS. The publisher was 
listed as The Northern Neck Association at 
Colonial Beach, but the date of publication, 
1934, antedated the founding of The Northern 
Neck of Virginia Historical Society by Sena-
tor Robert O. Norris, Jr., by 16 years.  

The author’s research was prodigious, if 
perhaps a bit anecdotal, resulting in the pas-

sage of family lore that often later proved to 
be apocryphal, but in most cases preserved a 
record of properties that otherwise might have 
been lost to posterity.

The booklet’s journey across the historic 
landscape begins with a jaunt over the Rap-
pahannock to Fredericksburg, documenting 
the Revolutionary War heritage of “America’s 
most historic city,” as the metropolis tradition-
ally has presented itself.  Some of the build-
ings discussed are indeed from the historic 
past, but others were then of contemporary 
interest, such as the Stratford Hotel, the site 
of my parents’ honeymoon, and the Princess 
Ann Hotel, both of which buildings survive 
today, although readapted to contemporary 
usage as office buildings. The structure that 
more modern research has documented as not 
having been James Monroe’s law office is pre-

sented under its former name.
From Fredericksburg, Eubank moves to the 

other side of the Rappahannock, unfortunately 
bypassing Stafford County, into King George 
County. Before the building of bridges across 
the Rappahannock, Fredericksburg had been 
the unifying force between the Northern Neck 
and the areas west of the city, such as Orange 
and Culpeper counties. The great linkage in 
that respect was Mary Washington College, 
which drew young ladies from each direction 
on their paths to becoming teachers.

Eubank systematically moves down the 
Northern Neck, describing many important 
buildings that today leave no remaining evi-
dence save for his efforts.  Fortunately, many 
of his topics have lasted, and continue to form 
the foundation of our historic heritage. Read-
ing his description of places that have disap-

peared since his time gives the student a fuller 
understanding of what went before us, both 
architecturally and socially.  

In Northumberland County, Eubank dis-
cusses Heathsville’s Rice’s Inn, which subse-
quently became one of the most impressive 
“saves” of the historic preservation movement 
in Virginia, an effort the physical work for 
which began 24 years ago this month on Leap 
Year Day, 1992.  That the tavern there today 
serves its original purpose, is a tribute to all 
those who followed in Eubank’s footsteps in 
their devotion to the history of the Northern 
Neck.

The Eubank Book was a magnificent con-
tribution to keeping alive the traditions for 
which the counties and towns of the area 
are known far beyond their own confines. In 
listing his sources, Ragland Eubank, among 
many other local repositories, referenced “Mr. 
J. E. Currell,” who for another 60 years after 
the book’s appearance, continued to publish 
the Rappahannock Record.  

Eubank’s book ends with his listing of road 
guides for the reader to follow in exploring 
the highways and byways of the area. His 
ending is the ideal place to begin on a pilgrim-
age to know and appreciate the magnitude of 
our illustrious past.

 

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

In Northumberland County, Eubank discusses Heathsville’s Rice’s 
Inn, which subsequently became one of the most impressive “saves” 
of the historic preservation movement in Virginia, an effort the 
physical work for which began 24 years ago this month on Leap 
Year Day, 1992.

For the love of good restaurant service.
Valentine’s Day is Sunday and there’s a good 

chance you may be treating your someone special 
to a meal out. Don’t hold back. Spread the love to 
your waiter or waitress.

Show your appreciation. January was Be Kind 
to Food Servers Month, but it doesn’t have to end. 
Chances are, you probably went the entire month 
and never knew it anyway.

Anyone who has ever served tables has a few 
horror stories, even me. But, don’t take my word 
for it. I asked around at some of my favorite res-
taurants and for the most part, local diners are 
pleasant and the tips are fair.

Occasionally, however, there is that customer 
who should have stayed home. And it only takes 
one ugly patron to throw a shift into turmoil, or 
wreck an evening for the entire dining crowd.

Most of the servers I talked with who have 
been in the business a while love their work, love 
working with the public and love their customers. 
It’s a mutual thing. There is some bonding among 
servers and regulars. They miss not seeing your 
pretty face.

The Golden Rule of food service applies: Do 
unto your server as you would have your server 
do unto you.

If you want to be treated well, treat your server 
well.

I’m not just talking about a 20% tip here. It’s a 
matter of respect.

Recognize that waiting tables is hard work, 
both physically and mentally. Thank your servers 
for their hard work.

Don’t blame them if the food is slow coming 
out of the kitchen. It’s not their fault.

If you want fast food, try drive up.
Look at your server. Eye contact shows respect.
Speak up. Ask questions—especially if you 

have food allergies.
Servers are not mind readers.
If you’re mumbling into the menu medium rare 

with a mouth full of ice cubes in a noisy restau-
rant, who can you blame if it’s overcooked?

Listen. Take your head out of the menu for a 
minute while the server cites the specials, the 

dressings, the drinks, the desserts.
Put your phone away.
Tip with courtesy and respect. If the service 

is exceptional, tip more than 20%. Speaking of 
tips, don’t dine out if you can’t afford to tip, you 
plan not to tip, or you’re only “going to tip 50 
cents regardless of the service because that’s all 
anybody’s worth”—actual words of a Kilmarnock 
diner.

You may have overheard “it’s not up to 
me to pay the servers’ salary, it’s up to their 
employer”—actual words of a Kilmarnock diner.

You may have heard somewhere along the line 
that a 15% tip is customary. But, if you’re treat-
ing your server with the respect and dignity they 
deserve, chances are they will in turn treat you to 
exceptional service. Tip likewise—20% or more. 
Otherwise, let’s see you serve yourself. 

Remember too, you’re not their only customer. 
They can’t drop everything just for you. Be 
patient. 

If you’ve got an issue with your food, or your 
service, be discreet. The rest of us didn’t come 
out to hear you complain. Keep your voice down. 

If you’ve always got a complaint, your problem 
most likely isn’t with the service, the chef or the 
restaurant. The restaurant is not your stage. Don’t 
be a sideshow.

Try everything on your plate when you are 
served so if something is not up to your standards 
the server at least has a chance of making it right 
with the help of the kitchen.

Nothing is more frustrating than watching a 
couple of blabbermouths at the next table droning 
for everyone in the dining room to know just how 
important they think they are, only to hear them 
complain when they get around to tasting their 
side items to find them cold.

For example, their vegetables were steaming 
at “frustrating,”  still hot to the touch at “blab-
bermouths,” luke warm at “tasting”  and you just 
want to shout—shut up and eat already, you’re 
not that important and we’re not that impressed.

And since it is Valentine’s Day, some flowers, 
or chocolates would be nice. And don’t forget 
your server.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

     Photo by John B. Tullner
Sunrise swim on Prentice Creek

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

No Trump
Now is the serious time. We 

are beginning to choose the 
candidates who will run for the 
greatest office in the land. 

We need to inform ourselves 
well and study the pros and 
cons of the person in order 
to cast our vote. It is now the 
season of love, so let’s choose 
wisely for the love of our coun-
try, our families, and yes, our-
selves and our beliefs.

All serious thinking people 
are contemplating their vote 
for a candidate who will be 
honest, a strong leader who 
is steady of temperament and 
able to navigate obstacles as 
they present themselves in 
today’s wide world.

We live in a nuclear age and 
whoever holds the reins of this 
high office will affect the lives 
of all of us. Loud ravings and 
selfish whims cannot control 
our leader.

We all have our disappoint-
ments and have to confront 
them with reason. That’s 
enough for me to choose one 
who will not put us in jeop-
ardy whenever a worldly crisis 
arises. We all realize this 
important fact. 

For this reason, I bid no 
Trump. 

Nancy Hubbard Clark, 
Kilmarnock

Climate debate 
sideshow

It’s hard not to be amused 
by the recent blizzard of letters 
to the editor from deniers of 
anthropogenic global warming 
(AVG). They are awash in junk 
science, faulty reasoning, and 
willful ignorance; but first and 
foremost they are irrelevant. 
Yes, irrelevant. Immaterial. 
Inconsequential. Extraneous. 

Like the medieval soph-
ists who mulishly denied the 
heliocentric model of the solar 
system despite the rigorous 
mathematical foundation of 
Copernicus and Kepler and the 
unequivocal telescopic evidence 
of Galileo, AVG deniers are 
destined to be dispatched to the 
dustbins of history. While they 
keep up their long-winded and 
thoroughly discredited tattle, 
the rest of the world moves on 
to confront the environmental 
and economic problems created 
by global warming. 

Let me cite just a few exam-
ples.

The scientific community: 
“The overwhelming evidence 
of human-caused climate 
change documents both current 
impacts with significant costs 
and extraordinary future risks 
to society and natural systems,” 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science.

The military community: 
“DoD has a longstanding com-
mitment to protect the environ-
ment while maintaining mili-
tary readiness. Reducing green-
house gas (GHG) emissions 

Wasteful spending
First, we have the school board 

spending $610,000 of taxpayer 
money to buy a building they 
don’t have a specific need for but 
think it “…will be very useful to 
us…” 

Now the school board wants 
$350,000 to renovate the building 
but “…a concrete plan is not yet 
in place for how the building is 
going to be used.” 

Now I ask you, does this make 
any sense at all?

How can you decide on a reno-
vation plan when you don’t know 
what the building is going to be 
used for?

It’s bad enough to spend mas-
sive amounts of money for some-
thing you don’t have a need for, 
but then to compound that mis-
take by throwing more money 
away on a renovation when you 
still don’t know what you are 
going to do with the building—
that is totally irresponsible.

Would any of you spend your 
own money in this manner? Well, 
guess what?

It is your money, it’s taxpayer 
money. Almost a million dollars 
of your money.  

And will that be the end of the 
spending?

I would doubt it. When and if 
the school board ever figures out 
what to do with this white ele-
phant, I would guess it will need 
even more money for additional 
renovations and furnishings to 
tailor the facility for its new pur-
pose. 

Wouldn’t you think so also?  
Please, let’s put an end to this 

craziness. The economic environ-
ment is not conducive to such 
wasteful activity. Contact your 
county supervisor and ask that no 
more money be spent until a use 
acceptable to Lancaster County 
taxpayers is determined for this 
building.  

Randy Romaine,
Lancaster

YOUR LETTERS

We wrapped up the fourth 
week of the 2016 General 
Assembly Session Febru-
ary 5. This was another very 
busy week in Richmond as I 
continue to defend the 99th 
District from potentially det-
rimental legislation.

We passed House Bills 753 
and 571, which will allow 
local school boards to be 
responsible for setting the 
school calendar and to deter-
mine the opening date of the 
school year.

I was proud that bills I 
patroned passed the House 
this week including House 
Bill 676, which creates a 
work group to study finan-
cial exploitation of the 
elderly; House Bill 279, that 
establishes a Virginia sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing, or mathematics adjunct 
faculty licenses for qualified 
individuals to teach high 
school science, technology, 
engineering, or mathematics 
courses; and House Bill 768, 
which will reimburse busi-
nesses that offer f irearms 
safety or training course 
free of charge to victims of 
domestic violence, sexual 
abuse, stalking and family 
abuse.

The House passed a con-
stitutional amendment to 
prohibit union membership 
as a condition of employ-
ment. Virginia already has a 
right to work statute, but this 
will add it to the Constitu-
tion. Additionally, we passed 
a constitutional amendment 
which would exempt the 
surviving spouse of a first 
responder killed in the line of 
duty from real property tax. I 
expect to see these amend-
ments on the ballot this fall.

I also had the pleasure of 
meeting with constituents 
and friends who shared their 
opinion on a variety of bills. 
This week my office was vis-
ited by Northumberland High 
School students, representa-
tives from United Methodist 
churches, grain producers, 
and students from Virginia 
Tech. I was even able to meet 
former Hokies football head 
coach Frank Beamer as he 
was honored by the House of 
Delegates.

I always enjoy visits from 
constituents expressing their 
concerns on specific issues 
that are coming up. I encour-
age folks to stop by and visit 
while I am in Richmond. 

 As always, I am truly hon-
ored to represent the 99th 
District and strive to make 
Virginia  a better place to 
live, work, and raise a family. 
Please contact my office, 
698-1099 or delmransone@
house.virginia.gov, if you 
have questions or concerns 
related to state government.

both improves environmental 
quality and enhances military 
readiness,” U. S. Department of 
Defense.

The energy industry: “Exx-
onMobil is taking action to mit-
igate greenhouse gas emissions 
today and to support the devel-
opment of advanced energy 
technologies with the potential 
to significantly reduce future 
emissions,” ExxonMobil.

The electric power indus-
try: “As a provider of gas 
and electricity to millions of 
Californians and an emitter of 
greenhouse gases, PG&E is 
keenly aware of its responsi-
bility to both manage its emis-
sions and work constructively 
to advance policies that put 
our state and the country on 
a cost-effective path toward a 
low-carbon economy,” Pacific 
Gas & Electric.

As I stated at the start, the 
verbal snowstorm by AVG 
deniers is irrelevant. It’s just a 
tiresome sideshow.

Frank W. Fletcher, 
Reedville

Delegate’s
Report

by Del. Margaret Ransone
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Ross’s Rings and Things

“Who has  
your heart?”

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE®

The Wild Bunch
Voted Best Florist in Eastern Virginia 2 years in a row!

From Whimsy & Unusual to Elegant & Traditional

For Valentine’s Day and Everyday
Cynthia Naylor - 804-435-1044 - thewildbunchflowers.com

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE CONDUCT ESTATE SALES
&

Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

Appetizers
Fresh Fried Calamari w/Remoulade  $12
Sweet Red Pepper Soup with Crab  $8

Entrees
Split Maine Lobster & Filet Mignon 

topped with sherried  
Lump crab & Bearnaise  $36

Scottish Salmon over Porcini Truffle 
Ravioli topped with our own tomato pesto 

alfredo and fresh spinach  $32

Fresh fish of the day  $26

Dessert
Godiva double chocolate cheese cake 

with fresh dipped strawberry  $8

Valentine’s Day Dinner  
Friday, February 12 — Sunday, February 14

804-435-6176

Sandpiper 
est. 1982

Restaurant

Do you remember?
This aerial image shows downtown Kilmarnock in the late 1950s or early 1960s. As a 
point of reference, Kilmarnock High School is in the upper right corner at the same site 
of the present Lancaster Middle School, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

(Reprints from the February 9, 1906, issue of 
the Virginia Citizen)

Good Roads Come Next
(The Governor’s Inaugural Address)

Another matter “..indispensable to our mate-
rial welfare and programs is improvement of 
the public roads and highways. … Good public 
roads would greatly enhance the value of farm 
lands and products, and make country life more 
desirable and delightful. … The highest taxes 
paid by us, exceeding those imposed either by 
the Federal or State government, are the ‘mud 
taxes’ extorted when we travel on wretched 
country roads during the winter months. These 
taxes should be abolished.   But public roads 
cannot be constructed or improved by pleas-
ing platitudes or eloquent declamations. Large 
expenditure of money and labor is required. …”
Miskimon

The whooping-cough which prevails here 
seems to be of a particularly violent form.

On Thursday night of last week Mrs. Nannie 
Gill received an agreeable surprise.   Without 
any previous notice whatever about forty young 
people knocked for admittance. When let in 
they proceeded to overwhelm the lady with 
good things.   The young folks then proceeded 
to enjoy themselves by playing those time and 
cupid honored games by which so many unsus-
pecting maids and youths have been ensnared 
and haltered. The modest pleiades had about 
twinkled out “their little lights” before it was 
discovered that it was time to say goodnight 
and depart. The party was in celebration of the 
birthdays of Misses Irene Dawson and “Becky” 
Norman.

We hope Mr. Shackleford, of Ottoman, will 

make good his promise to tell us of the varieties 
of grapes, etc., that he has best succeeded with 
and his manner of marketing same.
Westland

Fishermen are busy getting ready for their 
spring fishing.

The patrons of this office are trying to get 
road mail to extend from fisherman to Westland.

L. A. Sanders has his large gasoline boat 
home and they say she is a humper.

Miss Lillie Meskins, from Sharps Wharf, is 
spending a week or so with Mrs. W. C. Foxwell, 
G. W. Meskins and others.
Millenbeck

R. E. Norris, Jr., has gone to Hampton, where 
he expects to secure employment with one of 
the Electric Railway Companies.

Mrs. A. B. Wood has been unwell for the 
past week, but is improving now, we are glad 
to report.

Justice Fleming was on Saturday last hear-
ing the oyster cases of L.B. Foster and Peter 
Thomas. L.B. Foster went clear, while Peter 
Thomas was found guilty and fined $10 and cost 
of court and his license was taken from him for 
the balance of the season.

L. Currie, of Merry Point, was here this week.
The Bertrand Sunday school is preparing for 

a large entertainment for the 22nd, Washington’s 
birthday.

Dr. W. C. Chowning has located near here for 
the practice of medicine.

Little Arthur Blakemore, who has been sick 
for some time with the typhoid fever, is improv-
ing slowly.

Dr. R.F. Eubank was in Baltimore last week.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of 

the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

We are a third of the way into 
this year’s session and Cross-
over is quickly approaching. 
As the pace picks up to ensure 
all Senate bills are properly 
vetted prior to the February 16 
deadline, committee dockets 
have gotten larger, extending 
our work into the night.

In December, I announced 
legislation to allow a person 
to petition for expungement 
of convictions for marijuana 
and underage alcohol posses-
sion. Senate Bill 22 will allow 
a person who is convicted of 
these offenses to petition for 
their expungement five years 
after they have finished their 
probationary requirements.

 This bill successfully came 
out of the Senate committee 
on courts with bipartisan sup-

The Northumberland County 
Democratic Party will meet at 6 
p.m. Thursday, February 18, at 
Northumberland Public Library, 
7204 Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville. 

Representatives of the Hillary 
Clinton and Bernie Sanders pres-
idential campaigns will attend the 
meeting, reported Frank Kober.

This marks a meeting change 
from the fourth Thursday to the 
third Thursday of the month, said 
Kober. 

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Ryan T. McDougle

port. I believe this effort is a 
very logical step and allows us 
to ensure young people are not 
continually punished for a mis-
take they made early in their 
adult life. This also enables 
these individuals to become 
significant members of our 
society and workforce.

Last week, Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe announced he 
would sign the Senate Bill 
610, the legislative initiative to 
restore reciprocity, if it reaches 
his desk. I am pleased to report 
that SB610 passed the Senate. 
It would not have been possi-

ble without help from some of 
our colleagues across the aisle, 
Sen. Reeves, and many of you, 
my constituents.

While each day is busier than 
the last, it is especially nice to see 
friendly faces from my district.

If you are planning a visit to 
the General Assembly Build-
ing, don’t forget to stop by 
room 314. If you are unable to 
visit during the session, please 
feel free to email district04@
senate.virginia.gov, or call my 
office at 698-7504 to share 
your opinions on specific leg-
islation.

Democrats plan 
meeting with
presidential
campaign reps 

A very good friend’s 
daughter was married 
several years ago. I took 
a lovely present to the 
house before the wed-
ding and was verbally 
thanked the next day by 
the bride-to-be. 

A couple of years later, 
there was a baby shower 
out of town to which I 
was not invited, but I 
sent a substantial gift 
from the mother’s regis-
ter. I was never thanked.  
So, for Christmas I sent 
nothing. Am I wrong to 
stop giving?

Disappointed in 
Kilmarnock

Dear Disappointed,
Welcome to the legion of gift 

givers who never receive thank-
you notes. A thank you note, 
rather than a verbal thank-you 
the next day, would have been 

Because You Are Polite
. . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

in order way back when you 
gave the wedding gift. How-
ever, the bride gets a couple of 
points for thanking you at all. 

The unacknowledged baby 
shower gift was a definite 
social blunder, lowering the 
overall score considerably.

Of course, gift giving and 
thanking are not a game for 
which we get points. Both the 
giving and the thanking should 
come from the heart. But the 
heart is definitely affected by a 
show of appreciation.

You don’t mention whether 
Christmas gifts were always 
given before the daughter mar-
ried. Even if they were, often 
when a child reaches adulthood 
the giving of cards at Christ-
mas and birthdays supplants 
the giving of a gift.

In your case, it sounds as if 
there has been no contact forth-
coming from the daughter, so 
you are certainly not obliged to 

send a gift.
To repeat, directly from 

Peggy Post, “A thank-you 
note is expected for any gift 
not opened in the giver’s pres-
ence.”  She goes on to say that 
“It’s a good idea to write notes 
for most presents, even if (the 
recipient) thanked the giver in 
person.”  

There’s no wiggle room there 
for your friend’s daughter, dear 
Disappointed.  I hope you will 
rest in the assurance that you 
have been more than generous.

Ginger Philbrick is the 
owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited to 
e-mail your manners questions 
to her and she will respond as 
time and space allow. You may 
contact her at youarepolite1@
verizon.net and visit her web-
site at becauseyouarepolite.
com. RSVP! 

Lancaster County NAACP to meet
The Lancaster County NAACP will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 

February 16 at the Lancaster Community Library, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

All committees and officers, who did not report in January are 
expected to report, said Lloyd N. Hill.

Agenda items will include a discussion on resolutions adopted 
by the national office and ideas concerning locations for a ban-
quet, he said.

First of the year membership renewals are past due, added Hill.

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with a copy of the Rappahannock Record!
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Women now have a longer life expectancy than ever. With 
complete women’s services for patients of all ages, including genetic screenings, 
minimally invasive surgery, preventive health and wellness exams and complete 
pre and post natal care,  Riverside Partners in Women’s Health focuses on your 
personal health and well-being throughout your life. 

We put you at the center of personalized care. It’s all part of the commitment Dr. 
Lunsford, Janet, fellowship-trained surgeon Dr. Virk and the entire team make 
to our patients everyday — to care for you as we would care for those we love.

riversideonline.com/women

Partners in Women’s Health

We’re With  
You Every Step  
of the Way.

Schedule your appointment today. 804-693-2670

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Repub-
lican Committee recently 
endorsed R. Michael McK-
enney, presiding judge of the 
Northumberland Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations Court, for 
elevation to the Circuit Court 
bench.

If approved by the Virginia 
General Assembly, Judge McK-
enney would succeed the Circuit 
Court’s presiding judge, Harry T. 
Taliaferro III, who is retiring.

The Republican endorsement 
of Judge McKenney for eleva-
tion to the Circuit Court bench 
was unanimously approved 
February 4 by members attend-
ing the regular monthly meeting 
of the county committee.

Committee chairman Dean 
Sumner is sending the endorse-

ment resolution to Sen. Ryan T. 
McDougle and Del. Margaret 
B. Ransone.

 As presiding judge of the 
Juvenile and Domestic Relations 
Court, Judge McKenney’s juris-
diction covers Essex, Lancaster, 
Northumberland, Richmond and 
Westmoreland counties.

The General Assembly 
elected Judge McKenney to a 
six-year term on the Juvenile 
and Domestic Relations Court 
in 2009 and last year elected 
him to a second term ending in 
2021.

Judge McKenney served as 
Northumberland County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney from 
1995 to 2009. He is a gradu-
ate of the University of Mary 
Washington and received his 
law degree from the University 

of Richmond Law School.
Judge Taliaferro is a graduate 

of Hampden-Sydney College 
and the University of Richmond 
Law School.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster County Republi-
can Committee will sponsor 
its 19th annual Reagan Day 
Dinner March 20 at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club 
near Kilmarnock. 

The dinner will feature many 
prominent Republican leaders, 
including First District Rep. 
Rob Wittman, who will serve 
as master of ceremonies. The 
annual event will begin with a 
social hour at 5:30 p.m. and a 
buffet dinner at 7 p.m.

Chairman Susan Clingan 
said the event “is one of the 
more popular political events 
in the Northern Neck,” and 
“the committee is preparing for 
another large turnout.”

The dinner will commemo-
rate President Ronald Reagan’s 
birth date, February 6. 

Several Republican elected 

Lancaster Republicans to hold 
annual Reagan Dinner March 20

Rep. Rob Wittman

The Reagan Day event will 
be celebrated in the newly 
renovated and enlarged dining 
room at Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club, and thus will be 
able to accommodate a larger 
number of guests.

The event includes a silent 
auction of political memora-
bilia that raises funds for the 
local Republican Party. Clin-
gan invites all to donate appro-
priate political memorabilia. 
Donors may contact auction 
chairman Barbara Lovell at 
435-0868.

The cost of the dinner is $55 
per person. To make a reserva-
tion, send a check, covering the 
number of guests, payable to 
the Lancaster County Repub-
lican Committee to Lancaster 
County Republican Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 1215, Kilmar-
nock, VA 22482.  

officials from the area and 
potential candidates for party 
and state office will be fea-
tured speakers, said Clingam. 

RICHMOND—As Crossover Day, February 
16, approaches for the General Assembly, sev-
eral bills of local interest remain active.

Senate Bill 22, introduced by District 4 Sen. 
Ryan T. McDougle, would allow a person to 
petition for expungement of convictions and 
deferred disposition dismissals for marijuana 
possession, underage alcohol possession, and 
using a false ID to obtain alcohol when the 
offense occurred prior to the person’s 21st birth-
day and five years have elapsed since the date 
of completion of all terms of sentencing and 
probation.

SB 22 on February 3 advanced from the Senate 
committee on courts of justice, 14-0. On Febru-
ary 5, the Senate by a vote of 39-0 dispensed with 
the Constitutional reading of the bill.

Sen. McDougle indicated the bill is moving 
forward in the Senate with bipartisan support.

“I believe this effort is a very logical step and 
allows us to ensure young people are not contin-
ually punished for a mistake they made early in 
their adult life,” said Sen. McDougle. “This also 
enables these individuals to become significant 
members of our society and workforce.”

Fisheries
Among fisheries related legislation, SB 529, 

introduced by District 28 Sen. Richard H. Stew-
art, to increase the total allowable menhaden 
landings from 144,272.84 metric tons per year 
to 158,700.12 metric tons per year, on January 
27 passed the Senate, 40-0.

The bill also would repeal the sunset provi-
sion that would have removed the VMRC’s 
authority to establish the annual harvest cap for 

Sen. McDougle’s proposal to expunge some juvenile drug
and alcohol offenses moves forward with bipartisan support

Northumberland Republicans endorse
McKenny for Circuit Court judgeship

the purse seine fishery for Atlantic menhaden. 
On February 3, SB 529 was referred to the 

House committee on agriculture, Chesapeake 
Bay and natural resources.

SB 284 to limit the exemption for taking up 
to one bushel of oysters for personal use on 
Sunday to those Sundays within a prescribed 
oyster harvest season and from public oyster 
grounds or unleased bottom that has been des-
ignated as open for harvesting, on January 27 
passed the Senate, 40-0.

On February 3, SB 284 was referred to House 
committee on agriculture, Chesapeake and nat-
ural resources.

SB 283, to require a turtle excluder device 
on recreational crab pots, on February 3 passed 
the Senate, 40-0. On February 8, SB 283 was 
assigned to the Chesapeake subcommittee of 
the  House committee on agriculture, Chesa-
peake and agriculture.
Other bills

House Bill 1140, introduced by District 99 
Del. Margaret B. Ransone, to prohibit a Circuit 
Court clerk from recording a subdivision plat 
unless the plat is approved by the local planning 

commission and meets other requirements, on 
February 3 was tabled by a subcommittee of the 
House committee on counties, cities and towns.

HB 453, introduced by District 98 Del. M. 
Keith Hodges, to expand the membership of the 
Northern Neck-Middle Peninsula Public Edu-
cation Consortium to include King George and 
King William counties, on February 1 passed 
the House, 98-0.

On February 2, HB 453 was referred to the 
Senate committee on education and health.

HB 526, introduced by Del. Hodges to exempt 
living shorelines from taxes, on February 8 was 
reported from the House committee on finance, 
22-0.

HB 283, to require local hearings for electri-
cal transmission line siting, remains in a House 
committee on commerce and labor special sub-
committee on energy.

SB 701, to permit pharmaceutical processors 
to manufacture and provide cannabidiol oil and 
THC-A oil, on February 4  was reported from a 
subcommittee of the Senate committee on edu-
cation and health and referred to a Senate com-
mittee on courts of justice.
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RICHMOND—The Vir-
ginia House of Delegates 
on February 9 unanimously 
passed a bill to prohibit local 
governments from regulating 
unmanned aircraft, as Char-
lottesville tried to do in 2013 
when it declared the city a 
“No Drone Zone.”

Del. Terry Kilgore said 
the goal of his legislation is 
to have uniform rules about 
drones across the Common-
wealth—and not different reg-
ulations in each locality. He 
said the House committee on 
courts of justice will explore 
the issue.

“What the bill says is that 
no locality may regulate this 
until … the courts commit-
tee comes up with a way to 
make sure that we have an 
across-the-board way to regu-
late drones,” Kilgore told del-
egates during a discussion of 
House Bill 412 on February 8.

Kilgore noted that Virginia 
operates under a legal prin-
ciple called the Dillon Rule, 

which stipulates that local 
governments have only the 
powers specifically authorized 
by the legislature.

“This bill directs what is 
already understood under the 
Dillon Rule,” Kilgore said. 
“In other words, no locality 
could promulgate local law 
restricting the use of airspace 
by aircraft because they have 
not been given such authority 
by the General Assembly.”

But at least one locality in 
Virginia has attempted to pro-
mulgate such a policy—the 
city of Charlottesville.

In February 2013, the 
Charlottesville City Council 
adopted a resolution urging 
Congress and the General 
Assembly to prohibit the use 
of drones for surveillance. 
The resolution put a two-year 
moratorium on the city’s use 
of drones.

Moreover, the resolution 
stated that the City Council 
“declares Charlottesville a No 
Drone Zone, and instructs the 
City Attorney to perform the 
necessary legal tasks to trans-
form this declaration into an 

Ordinance wherein drones are 
hereby banned from airspace 
over the City of Charlottes-
ville, including drones in tran-
sit, to the extent compatible 
with federal law.” 

However, the council never 
actually passed such an ordi-
nance.

According to the Kilgore, 
the Charlottesville City Coun-
cil acted illegally by banning 
drones. In an email, he said his 
bill would expressly prohibit 
other local governments from 
adopting such ordinances. At 
the same time, Kilgore said 
HB 412 was “not necessarily” 
a reaction to the Charlottes-
ville situation.

But some citizens say 
Kilgore’s bill does not address 
the issues that prompted the 
Charlottesville City Coun-
cil’s resolution. Those issues 
include fears of government 
surveillance and an invasion 
of privacy from unmanned air-
craft equipped with cameras.

“The question is, should 
there be some limit on the 
information that can be col-
lected, and who’s going to 

House of Delegates blocks localities from regulating drones 
by Matt Chaney,
Capital News Service

do it?” said John Whitehead, 
a civil liberties activist who 
wrote the resolution to ban 
drones in Charlottesville. “If 
the state legislative body isn’t 
doing it, and the federal gov-
ernment’s not doing it, then 
who is?”

Whitehead is the founder 
of the Rutherford Institute, a 
nonprofit civil liberties orga-
nization based in Charlottes-
ville. In an interview February 
8, he said drones raise consti-
tutional concerns: They can be 
used to violate people’s Fourth 
Amendment right to privacy. 
He also expressed concern 
about drones being used to 
suppress peaceful protest and 
the public safety hazards they 
might create.

“The biggest fear I have 

with drones is them being 
armed and people being afraid 
to go out on the street corner 
and hold up a picket sign—
their right, according to the 
First Amendment,” he said. 
“It’s a field of technology 
that’s so awesome, it demands 
some kind of protection.”

That is why Whitehead is 
worried about prohibiting 
local governments from regu-
lating this technology.

“If you don’t have some 
kind of law and order here, 
what’s going to happen, I’m 
afraid, is that people are going 
to start taking the law in their 
own hands,” Whitehead said.

As of February 8, f ive of 
the seven pieces of legisla-
tion proposed this year to 
regulate drone use had been 

tabled or otherwise killed. 
Only two bills are still alive: 
HB 412 and Senate Bill 
729, which would make it a 
Class 1 misdemeanor to use 
a drone to commit a crime 
or to interfere with police 
or emergency medical ser-
vices personnel. SB 729 was 
endorsed by the Senate com-
mittee on courts of justice 
and is awaiting consideration 
by the full Senate.

“Technology is outstrip-
ping our ability to regulate it. 
I don’t think we can regulate 
it effectively,” Whitehead said. 
“With these drones, if you film 
somebody in their front yard, 
that information should be 
deleted or made only accessi-
ble to police by a search war-
rant, or there’s no privacy.”


