
Makaila Butler is a typical eighth-grader. 
She’s a fashionista, shy around most adults 

and has a crush on Justin Bieber. She’s typi-
cal, except for one thing. Butler is 6’4” and has 
Marfan syndrome.  

Although the syndrome has often made her 
self-conscious, her notebooks tell a different 
story, a story of a young lady very much com-
fortable with her body image. She wants to be a 
model or work in the fashion industry. 

Her folders and notebooks are covered with 
inspirational quotes Makaila came up with her-
self. “Be confident. Be you. Being different is 
awesome. Keep your head up. Don’t be afraid to 
be yourself. I’m tall, so what. “

Even her lunchbox reflects her attitude. It 
reads, “I was born to be awesome.”

Makaila was born to be awesome. She was 
also born with a genetic disorder in which the 
body’s connective tissue is abnormal. Connec-
tive tissue helps support all parts of the body and 
helps control growth and development. Marfan 
syndrome affects the connective tissue of the 
heart, blood vessels, eyes, bones, lungs and 
covering of the spinal cord. Because the condi-
tion affects many parts of the body, it can cause 
many complications, sometimes ones that are 
life threatening. 

The syndrome is caused by a gene mutation 
which controls how the body makes fibrillen, a 
protein which plays a major role in the body’s 
connective tissue. 

Makaila’s mother, Shawanda Brown, was 
tested and was negative for the gene. Although 
her father wasn’t tested, they suspect he carries 
it. People who carry the gene have a 50% chance 
of passing it to their children. 

The affected person is often the first in a 
family to have the condition, as is the case with 
Makaila. 

Marfan syndrome often affects the long bones 
of the body, which can lead to a tall, thin build, 

long arms, legs, fingers and toes, flexible joints 
and a spine that curves to one side, a condition 
called scoliosis. A person with Marfan may also 
have a chest that sinks in or sticks out and teeth 
that are crowded. Some people who have the 
condition have many traits, while others have 
none. However, the most serious complication 
of Marfan involves the heart and blood vessels. 
The aorta, the main blood vessel that supplies 

oxygen-rich blood to the body, can stretch and 
grow weak, a condition called aortic dilation or 
aortic aneurysm. If the aorta stretches or grows 
weak, it may tear, burst or leak blood and can 
lead to serious heart problems or even death. 

Makaila takes daily medication to keep her 
aorta from stretching and enlarging, according 
to Brown. 

Makaila was diagnosed at age two when her 
mom noticed her inching closer and closer to 
the television. Brown took her to an eye doctor 
in Richmond, where Makaila was found to 
have dislocated lenses, another symptom of the 
syndrome. She was 
also very tall for a 
two-year-old, said her 
mom. 

Makaila, who lives 
in Kilmarnock and will celebrate her 14th birth-
day on Valentine’s Day, has had to explain her 
height to a lot of people over the years. They 
also don’t understand why she’s not playing bas-
ketball or volleyball. People with Marfan syn-
drome are limited to certain physical activities 
and cannot usually play sports. 

Andrea Lattell, a licensed professional coun-
selor, asked Makaila last year what would help 
her to feel more confident. 

“She said if she could let people know about 
her condition it would make her feel better. It 
was all her idea,” said Lattell. “She wanted to 
write something and put it in the paper.”

Here is what Makaila wants people to know:
“My name is Makaila Arianna Butler. I am 

13 years old. I have a genetic disorder called 
Marfan syndrome. 

“Marfan syndrome has no cure, but treat-
ments can help delay or prevent complications. 
Treatments include medications. I have to take 
a medication called losartin potassium and the 
reason for this is to slow down the growth of 
my aorta. Other treatments include surgery and 
other therapies. 

“Limiting certain activities, such as contact 

sports, or changing how I do them, may help 
reduce the risks to the aorta, eyes and joints. The 
type of treatment you receive depends on how 
the condition is affecting your body. One out 
of every 5,000 people in the U.S. has Marfan 
syndrome. Men, women, children and people of 
all races can have the condition. Advances have 
been made in the early diagnosis and treatment. 
It’s now possible for people who have the condi-
tion to live longer and enjoy a good quality of 
life. Many people who have Marfan syndrome 
and are properly diagnosed and treated may live 
an average life span. 

“Sometimes life isn’t 
so easy being 6’4” at 
age 13. People don’t 
understand why I’m 
so tall. Every time I go 

somewhere people are staring. And sometimes 
I just wish I could go places and not have to 
worry about people. If that happens my whole 
life, I’m not gonna get to enjoy my life. I think 
that all that is why I’m so shy, because all I 
worry about is what people think about me. 

“When I’m with friends, I’m just like any 
other teen and I wish I could be like that with 
everybody. When I was younger, I used to get 
made fun of because of my height. I let that stuff 
get to me then but I’m not going to now cause 
everyone is different and that’s not a bad thing 
at all. 

“When I go to school, kids will stare at me 
and I just wish that everyone could understand. 
Some other challenges I have is finding clothes 
and shoes. Sometimes I wish I could get the cute 
shoes and clothes that every other teen gets, but 
I can’t. It’s not easy for me to find shoes because 
I wear a size 13 1/2. I normally have to order my 
clothes online on websites such as alloy.com and 
longtallsally and everything is more expensive. 
Being so tall is more challenging for me than for 
normal height teens. 

“Overall, I just want people to be aware and 
knowledgeable about Marfan syndrome.”
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For Makaila Butler, ‘Being different is awesome’

Everybody has a story

Makaila Butler was diagnosed with Marfan 
syndrome when she was two years old. 
She’s now an eighth-grader at Lancaster 
Middle School. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

CALLAO—A range of suggestions 
were presented at a visioning meet-
ing called January 28 under a Virginia 
Department of Housing and Commu-
nity Development (DHCD) grant to 
discuss revitalizing Callao as a more 
vibrant business hub.

The meeting among citizens and 
business owners at the Callao Fire-
house was arranged by county gov-
ernment, the Northern Neck Planning 
District Commission (NNPDC) and 
the Northumberland County Economic 
Development Commission (NCEDC) 
as the next step in meeting the require-
ments of a $15,000 planning grant.

Community Futures president Neal 
Barber served as facilitator of the 
meeting. He cautioned those attend-
ing that, “before traveling down the 
revitalization road, we have to know 
where we want to go … to determine 
the vision for Callao.”

Also speaking at the meeting were 
NNPDC executive director Jerry Davis 
and District 1 supervisor A. Joseph 
Self Jr.

Meeting charts Callao’s future as a business hub

Callao’s business district could get a face-lift if community efforts to acquire state funding are successful. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

A visioning statement to guide Cal-
lao’s revitalization project will be pre-
pared along the lines of suggestions 
offered at the meeting.

The visioning process entailed three 
key steps: identifying assets of Callao 

upon which to build a stronger eco-
nomic community; recognizing what 
is needed to build on and enhance 
those assets to determine what Callao 
should look like in 10 years; and list-
ing elements or themes to include in 

the vision statement.
Assets identified by those attending 

the meeting include:

to the county.” 

residents, including a grocery store, a 
drug store and doctors.

services, such as a health food store, a 

LANCASTER—At last Thursday’s 
board of supervisors meeting, every-
one agreed they didn’t want to see 
“hideous towers” crossing the Rap-
pahannock River. Who should pay for 
a citizen-led effort that has stopped 
Dominion Power from proceeding 
with the transmission towers was 
another matter. 

Dozens of citizens turned out to 
voice their opinion on a request for 

Lancaster supervisors reject funding request 
from Save the Rappahannock Coalition, 4-1

by Audrey Thomasson a $20,000 contribution to help offset 
attorney fees of some $74,000. It was 
also the first time supervisors learned 
the county had already spent $75,000 
on its own unsuccessful bid to stop the 
utility in the local court.

Despite pressure by several com-
munity leaders, supervisors voted 4 
-1 against making a $20,000 financial 
contribution to the Save the Rappahan-
nock Coalition’s successful efforts that 
forced Dominion back to the Virginia 
State Corporation Commission (SCC) 

for a full review of all options. Super-
visors Butch Jenkins, Wally Beau-
champ, William Lee and Ernest Palin 
voted down the request. Only Jason 
Bellows, an active member of the 
coalition, voted for financial support. 

“It’s worth a $20,000 investment to 
try to fight it,” said Jimmie Carter. “All 
things being equal, I don’t want to see 
the towers.” 

“I’m opposed to the towers,” said 
Doug Monroe. He said he first saw 
the river as a child in 1938. “People 

came because of the beauty of the 
Chesapeake area. (The river) could be 
destroyed by those towers.”

Ammon Dunton Jr., whose family 
has lived here since the mid-1600s, 
asked supervisors to stop Dominion 
from building “…hideous towers…
that will destroy the beauty of our front 
door. When they built the bridge we 
got a different perspective of the river.” 

He told supervisors they have a 
duty to preserve the attractiveness of 
this area for people who come here 

and become a part of the community, 
adding to the tax base and helping 
improve the lives of everyone. 

Dunton said the power lines were 
under water before the bridge was 
built. “Now they say they can’t afford 
it.” By tunneling under the riverbed, 
Dominion would not harm the river, 
he added.  

Jack Chamberlain called the towers 
ugly. “Ugly will still be ugly,” he said.

Ray Carter, a member of the Lan-
LANCASTER, continued on page A2

CALLAO, continued on page A2
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RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
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New Exhibit Feb 2 - 27
Reception Feb 5, 5 - 7pm

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

Shades of Grey
with a Touch of Color

sporting goods store, a consign-
ment shop and restaurants.

tomato factories, Chambers 
Stamp company and steamboat 
landings.

such as a golf course, places 
for water sports and biking and 
public boat landing.

If the visioning statement 
meets the DHCD’s requirements, 
it will serve to guide the revital-
ization project’s management 
team in improving Callao’s phys-
ical and economic well-being. 
Grant projects in other Northern 
Neck localities have led to such 
improvements to increase com-
merce by bringing about new 
business opportunities, partner-
ships and other revitalization 
features through enhanced store-
fronts, new street lighting, land-
scaping, parks and parking.

Key themes that participants 
felt were priorities for Callao 
include:

Callao as the gateway to the 

county.

events, festivals and activities. 

presentations and community 
events.

eat.

wine and artisan trails.

history of Callao.

street lighting, crosswalks, curbs, 
landscaping, parking, restrooms, 
facade improvement and beauti-
fication options and murals. 

Last May, the NCEDC, with 
assistance from the NNPDC, 
began the process to secure state 
funding for this community-
based project. Similar projects 
are starting up or under way in 
White Stone and Warsaw. Mon-
tross is near completion of a revi-
talization effort.

To comment on the Callao 
revitalization, contact county 
administrator E. Luttrell Tad-
lock at  580-7666, or ltadlock@
co.northumberland.va.us.

caster County Economic Devel-
opment Authority (EDA), said 
he supported the EDA vote 
to contribute $20,000 to the 
coalition efforts. Carter noted 
Dominion’s chief executive 
officer is paid over $20 mil-
lion in compensation. “Not one 
person in this room wants the 
towers. First impressions are 
lasting. The towers are super-
structures. They’re 18 stories 
high.” While calling the towers 
Dominon’s “bread and butter,” 
he noted the company is putting 
their lines underground in other 
parts of the state.

Only a couple of citizens 
spoke against funding.

Charles Brocklebank told 
supervisors he was “not in 
favor of the county funding” the 
organization’s efforts. “It would 
open the flood gates for other 
causes to come up here” and 
request funding, he said. 

David Jones noted the county 
has already spent money to 
fight the towers. “Who’s next? 
Who else are we going to fund? 
Should we fund a coalition we 
have no control over?” Jones 
asked.

“We’re not talking about any 
old project,” said Lloyd Hill. 
“We’re talking about the river. I 
don’t want to see towers. Twenty 
thousand dollars doesn’t seem 
to me to be a lot of money.” 

He asked supervisors to look 
beyond today and toward the 

future. “They’re not fighting for 
themselves. They’re fighting for 
all of us,” he said.

Judy Fay reminded supervi-
sors the county funds other non-
profit groups out of the budget 
every year. She estimated the 
coalition had some $240,000 in 
pro-bono hours invested by area 
attorneys, engineers, graphic 
designers and other profession-
als fighting against the towers. 

“The future of your children, 
my grandchildren, rests in your 
hands,” said retired U.S. Marine 
Corps Gen. Jack Sheehan.

“We didn’t come to you, you 
came to us…and asked for our 
help,” said Carl Smith. “We 
delivered a victory. If we hadn’t 
gotten involved we’d be looking 
at those towers now. People said 
it couldn’t be done, but we did 
it.”

Smith was instrumental in 
organizing the Save the Rap-
pahannock Coalition to stop the 
utility from spoiling the scenic 
beauty of the river crossing, 
obstructing the boating chan-
nel, and disrupting oyster beds 
on the river bottom. Members 
said they want the company to 
consider reliable options.

Last year, Dominion 
bypassed the regulatory process 
claiming the new towers were 
“routine maintenance” and got 
the green light from the Gen-
eral Assembly and permits from 
the Virginia Marine Resources 

RICHMOND—Dominion 
Resources recently announced 
that it will provide $1 million 
in environmental stewardship 
grants through the Dominion 
Foundation, the company’s phil-
anthropic arm. 

The competitive program is 
designed to support specific 
short-term projects by non-
profit organizations working 
to improve the environment in 
communities served by Domin-
ion companies.

“Each year Dominion part-
ners with a broad range of non-
profits to fund meaningful envi-
ronmental projects that preserve, 
enhance or make nature more 
accessible within our commu-
nities,” said Hunter A. Apple-
white, president of the Domin-
ion Foundation. “Protecting the 
natural world is important to all 
of us, and this is one way we can 

encourage our community part-
ners to succeed.”

Eligible organizations in tar-
geted areas of Connecticut, 
Maryland, North Carolina, 
Ohio, Rhode Island, South Caro-
lina, Virginia, West Virginia and 
other areas within Dominion’s 
footprint can submit applications 
through March 1,  requesting up 
to $50,000 each. Recipients will 
be announced in April.

Dominion will consider grant 
requests that focus on one or 
more of the following priorities:

natural habitats.

environmental stewardship.
For complete details and to 

submit an online application, 
please visit dom.com/enviro-
grants.

LANCASTER—County 
supervisors last week unani-
mously elected District 4 super-
visor William R. Lee as chairman 
for 2016.

District 2 supervisor Ernest W. 
Palin Jr. was elected vice chair-
man.

This will be Lee’s first term 
at the helm. Palin has previously 
served as vice chairman.

Among committee appoint-
ments, District 5 supervisor 
Wally Beauchamp will continue 
as emergency services director. 
He will serve with Lee on the 
Northern Neck Planning District 
Commission.

Lee and District 1 supervisor 
Butch Jenkins will serve on the 
finance steering committee. 

Lee will continue to serve on 
the Historic Resources Commis-
sion and as liaison on the plan-
ning commission.

Palin will continue to serve on 
the social services board.

District 3 supervisor Jason 
Bellows will serve on the North-
ern Neck Planning District Com-
mission, Rappahannock River 
Basin Commission and Virginia 
Association of Counties as repre-
sentative and legislative contact.

William Lee

Lee elected
chairman of
Lancaster
supervisors

by Audrey Thomasson

Lancaster supervisors reject funding request
continued from page A1

Dominion Foundation
to award $1 million
in environmental grants

Commission (VMRC).  
The coalition’s legal fees to 

stop Dominion were $74,500, 
according to George Bott, a 
coalition member. He said the 
group raised $27,500 from 
members and supporters, plus 
an additional $20,000 from the 
EDA.

In asking for a $20,000 con-
tribution, Bott noted the county 
gives taxpayer funds toward 
other efforts, such as $25,000 
to the Oyster Trail, and annually 
gives $50,000 to the YMCA 
and another $50,000 to the 
Boys & Girls Club of the North-
ern Neck. 

Bott testified that Save the 
Rappahannock’s $20,000 
request is not asking for tax-
payer funds. “The county has 
$354,000 from the sale of prop-
erty” behind Lancaster High 
School which is now a nature 
trail. “That money is not in the 
rates. It’s not in annual appro-
priations,” he said. Bott main-
tained the funds have remained 
largely untouched.

Jenkins objected, saying 
they spent some of those funds 
to help fund Rappahannock 
Community College’s satellite 
campus in Kilmarnock.

Charlie Costello said super-
visors should contribute to an 
effort that supports the county’s 
vision to protect the pristine 
environment.

“Once the view is destroyed, 
we cannot go back,” said Gary 
Hooper.

While the coalition took 
on Dominion at the SCC, the 
county made an unsuccess-
ful attempt to stop the utility 
through the Circuit Court and 
sent the county attorney to mon-
itor the SCC hearings, at a cost 
of some $75,000, according 
to county administrator Frank 
Pleva. Jenkins and Beauchamp 
expressed shock at the amount 
and asked Pleva to look into it 
and report back.

“The board needs better 
accounting,” Jenkins said. 
He noted the county attorney 
should have sent an attorney 

from the firm who is experi-
enced in working with the SCC. 
“The county attorney is not 
qualified,” he said.

“I’m distressed to find out 
how much the county attorney 
spent,” said Beauchamp.

Several supervisors expressed 
strong views in explaining their 
vote on a contribution to the 
coalition’s efforts.

“A couple of months ago I 
asked, ‘Do we know how far 
we’re going in this?’” said Palin. 
“I was not part of a conversa-
tion. There was no (upfront) 
board action.”

Jenkins said supervisors had 
no control over how the process 
was executed.

“If we do this, we are setting 
a precedent for future boards,” 
said Beauchamp.

“This is a small investment 
to make…to stop those towers, 
to continue the fight,” said Bel-
lows. “Most people feel the 
towers are a bad idea.” Bellows 
said he asked the citizen group 
to help the board. “It’s up to 
the board to set the vision and 
determine what’s best for this 
county and its citizens.”

He noted the vision of 
Kilmarnock to bury its lines 
“was a wise decision” that paid 
off. Bellows pointed out county 
support for other endeavors that 
promote and advance the county. 
Noting it was not the first time 
the board has asked for citizen 
help, he expressed concern for 
the future of their involvement 
if “…we ask people to come to 
the aid of the board and then we 
do not support their effort.” He 
said the Rappahannock River 
is in everyone’s back yard. 
The coalition “gave people a 
voice. Let’s keep that voice. Do 
we want the towers to be this 
board’s legacy?” 

Supervisors will hold a special 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. Monday, 
February 8, to determine a strat-
egy for moving forward during 
the SCC review. The meet-
ing will be held at the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Callao’s future
continued from page A1

Ernest Palin
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Annual Storewide
1/2 off sale*

Giving you bargains 
by the bag-full

*Few Exceptions

JEAN’S BARGAIN CENTER
13039 Northumberland Hwy.

Heathsville, VA 804-580-2850

It’s
 That Time Again!

Thursday, Friday & Saturday
February 4, 5 & 6

Snow dates February 11, 12 & 13

Don’t Miss It!

Lions Clubs of the Northern Neck, Middlesex, 
and Tappahannock/Essex County

 WANT YOU to APPLY  
for the Annual Bland Competition

Competition is open to all students and home schoolers

APPLY NOW — Contact: Mr. Richard Saxer  
453-3156 for details or questions about eligibility

Applications must be in before February 14, 2016
Competition is February 28, 2016

OUR STUDENTS HAVE TALENT

VOICE INSTRUMENTAL

APPLY NL
453-3156

Applicati
Competit

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Trinity
PANCAKE 
SUPPER

Tuesday
February 9th  

   5 - 7 p.m.

By Donation

Trinity Episcopal Church
 Rt. 3 in Lancaster

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

“Who has  
your heart?”

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE®

Valentine Special ~ It’s Back!
Buy one month at regular price, get the second month at 
½ price! All levels all packages Mystic Spray Tan will be 

½ off packages of 5 sessions!

VIP Membership
$100.00 to join & all tanning packages you buy will be

 ½ off the regular price for the next twelve months 

& 20% off all regular price lotion!

FEBRUARY 12 & 13 ONLY:
All tanning packages and sessions packages will be 

50% off the regular price! Limit one per customer

TAN 4 YOU
406 N. MAIN ST., Kilmarnock

(804) 435-1723

Lancaster County Sheriff Pat-
rick McCranie this week reported charges 
against seven individuals.
Felonies

Travis C. Eubank, 24, of Beach Road was 
charged January 27 with two counts of break-
ing and entering and two counts of grand lar-
ceny (KPD charges). 

Keyvone T. Williams, 24, of Taylors Creek 
Road was charged January 30 with two counts 
of burglary, two counts of grand larceny and 
escaping from a correctional facility without 
force (see activity report and related story). 
Misdemeanors

A Buzzards Neck Road man, 51, was 
charged January 26 with violation of a pro-
tective order.

An Irvington Road man, 20, was charged 
January 26 with failure to appear in court.

A Union Mill Road man, 23, was charged 
January 27  violating a protective order.

A Boys Camp Road man, 52, was charged 
January 28 with the reckless handling of a fire-
arm, (arrest related to a call on January 27).

 A Blundons Road man, 39, was charged 
January 30 with bringing articles of contra-
band into a correctional facility. 
Activity report

January 25: Staff responded to the 
100 block of Rappahannock Landing for 
the report of an unattended death; assisted 
Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) with 
a report of a trespasser at the 15800 block of 
Mary Ball Road; responded to the 500 block 
of Gaskins Road for the report of trespasser, 
to Weems Road for the report of a reckless 
driver, to the 8200 block of Mary Ball Road 
for a domestic disturbance, and with KPD for 
the report of a suspicious person in the area of 
400 block of North Main Street.

January 26: Staff assisted KPD at the 
100 block of Harris Drive with a combat-
ive subject; responded to the 4300 block of 
Morattico Road for a domestic disturbance, 
to the 100 block of Lively Oaks Road for 
a reported traffic crash, to the 100 block of 
Irvington Road for a fight in progress, to a 
traffic crash with injuries at the 10500 block 

of Jessie duPont Memorial Highway, and to 
the 1400 block of Irvington Road for a verbal 
disagreement and domestic disturbance 
which resulted in an arrest for violation of a 
protective order.

January 27: Staff responded to the area 
of Old Salem and Mary Ball roads for the 
report of shots fired after a vehicle had be 
repossessed.

January 28: Staff responded to the 1100 
block of Black Stump Road for a report of a 
suspicious person in the area, and to the 3900 
block of Weems Road for a suspicious person 
near a public building.

January 29: Staff responded to the 1300 
block of Oak Hill Road for a reported bur-
glary and larceny, to the 500 block of Main 
Street for a reported bad check violation, to 
a complaint of reckless driving on Gaskins 
Road, to a traffic crash on Mary Ball Road 
near the Richmond County line, to Gaskins 
Road for a reported assault, to the 100 block 
of Rappahannock Drive for a complaint of 
an assault on a juvenile, and to the 400 block 
of Chesapeake Drive for reported suspicious 
activity. Staff received a walk-in complaint of 
a burglary that occurred at the 500 block of 
Churchill Circle in December. 

January 30: Staff responded to the 
escape of an arrestee from the 8300 block of 
Mary Ball Road (LCSO), with the assistance 
of Northumberland and Richmond County 
authorities and the Virginia State Police (see 
related felony arrest and story), and to the 400 
block of Chesapeake Drive for vandalism that 
appeared to be caused by gun shots.

January 31: Deputies responded to the 
100 block of Washington Street for a reported 
weapons being discharged toward a resi-
dence; and received a complaint of a traffic 
crash-deer strike on Leetown Road.

Staff also conducted 12 traffic stops, 
issued two summonses, assisted nine motor-
ists, recorded a deer strike accident, handled 
two calls for traffic control, investigated nine 
building alarms, logged four inmate trans-
ports, received four E911 hang-up calls and 
fielded two calls for animal control service.

Fire calls
The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment responded to a fire alarm on Old St. 
John’s Road, a debris fire on Harris Road, a 
traffic crash on Jessie duPont Memorial High-
way and a fire alarm on Harbor View Drive.

The White Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a fire alarm on Irvington 
Road and a traffic crash at Old Salem and 
Mary Ball roads.

Northumberland County Sher-
iff James R. “Doc” Lyons this week 
reported charges against six individuals.
Felonies

Stanford C. Bromley, 21, of Heathsville 
was charged January 26 on a direct indict-
ment from the Northumberland County 
Multi-Jurisdictional Grand Jury for use of a 
firearm to commit malicious wounding and 
malicious wounding with intent to disfig-
ure. Bromley was charged by the Richmond 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Amanda Rhodes Larochelle, 27, of 
Heathsville was charged January 26 on a 
direct indictment from the Northumberland 
County Multi-Jurisdictional Grand Jury for 
two counts of endangering a child’s life under 
the age of 18, distribution of a controlled sub-
stance and distribution of an imitation con-
trolled substance.

William Larochelle, 27, of Heathsville was 
charged January 26 on a direct indictment 
from the Northumberland County Multi-
Jurisdictional Grand Jury for two counts of 
endangering a child’s life under the age of 18, 
distribution of a controlled substance and dis-
tribution of an imitation controlled substance.
Misdemeanors

A Lottsburg man, 28, was charged January 
29 with failing to obey a court order.

A Burgess man, 61, was charged January 
31 with shoplifting and petit larceny from the 
Food Lion in Lancaster County. These were 
Lancaster County warrants.

A White Stone man, 24, was charged Janu-
ary 31 with driving under the influence of 
drugs, possession of controlled paraphernalia 
and possession of marijuana.

Accolades keep coming for 
former sheriff Ronnie Crockett

Retired Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie Crockett 
received several service honors at the January 28 board 
of supervisors’ meeting. Crockett also was recognized 
as the second longest-serving sheriff in Virginia by the 
Virginia Sheriffs’ Association. From left are the longest-
serving sheriff, recently retired New Kent County Sheriff 
F.W. Howard Jr., and Crockett. Gov. Terry McAuliffe also 
acknowledged Crockett’s service in a letter, saying, “Your 
leadership as sheriff and president of the Virginia Sheriffs’ 
Association set an exceptional standard of professionalism 
and excellence.” Supervisors also presented a resolution 
honoring him for 32 years as sheriff and strengthening 
community ties. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—Sher i ff 
Patrick McCranie on Monday 
reported that an arrestee who 
fled from the Lancaster County 
Correctional Center Saturday 
was captured and returned to 
custody in about two hours.

On January 30 at approxi-
mately 12:20 p.m., Keyvone 
Trayus Williams, 24, of Weems 
was brought to the correctional 
center by the Kilmarnock 
Police Department after he had 
been arrested on four nonvio-
lent felony charges.

Williams was being held in 
the interview room of the facil-
ity awaiting a bond hearing, 
said Sheriff McCranie. During 
that process, he managed to 
find a door ajar and went out of 
the secured part of the facility, 
running past trustees who were 
working in the kitchen. 

After staff was alerted of his 
escape, off-duty deputies from 
Lancaster, Northumberland 
and Richmond County sheriff’s 
offices were called out. The 
Virginia State Police (VSP) 
was also notified, he said. The 
VSP provided the services of 

flight and canine teams. 
Shortly after officers were 

notified an off-duty Northum-
berland deputy, investigator 
Ashby Allen, spotted Williams 
just off of Regina Road. He 
gave chase on foot and main-
tained a track on Williams 
while officers surrounded the 
area. 

The VSP canine team joined 
Allen as they crossed Davis 
Mill Pond Road and continued 
to track Williams. At approxi-
mately 2:40 p.m., Williams 
was captured off of Beanes 
Road and placed back into cus-
tody. 

Subsequently, Williams was 
charged with escaping from a 
correctional facility without 
force and transported to the 
Northern Neck Regional Jail 
for incarceration, said Sheriff 
McCranie.

Actions to increase jail secu-
rity have already been imple-
mented, he said. This matter 
remains under investigation by 
the sheriff ’s office staff and the 
Virginia Department of Cor-
rections.

Escapee returned to 
custody in two hours

RICHMOND—Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe on January 29 
announced a bipartisan deal to 
keep guns away from domestic 
abusers and people who cannot 
pass background checks. 

He was joined by House 
Speaker District 28 Del. William 
J. Howell, Attorney General Mark 
Herring, Lt. Gov. Ralph Northam 
and other members of the Gen-
eral Assembly while making the 

announcement.
“This bipartisan deal to keep 

guns out of the hands of domestic 
abusers and people who cannot 
pass background checks will 
save lives,” said Gov. McAuliffe. 
“Give and take is essential to 
every negotiation, but the balance 
of this deal changes Virginia law 
permanently in ways that will 
keep guns away from people who 
would use them for harm. I want 

RICHMOND—The February 
1 deadline for concealed hand-
gun reciprocity revocations by 
the Commonwealth of Virginia 
has been delayed to March 1.

 On December 22, 2015, 
Attorney General Mark Herring 
announced results of a yearlong 
legal analysis of the concealed 
handgun reciprocity agreements 
Virginia has maintained with 
many states. This analysis was 
to determine if the requirements 
and qualifications of that state’s 
law are adequate to prevent pos-
session of a permit or license by 
persons who would be denied 
a permit in the Commonwealth 
pursuant to the Code of Virginia.

 Herring determined the laws 
in 25 states were insufficient 
and therefore recommended 

that the reciprocity agreement 
between those states and Virginia 
be revoked effective February 
1, reported Virginia State Police 
public relations director Corinne 
N. Geller.

Since December, General 
Assembly members have worked 
diligently with Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe on proposed legislation to 
revise the Code of Virginia with 
regards to the parameters for 
reciprocity.  As a result of these 
ongoing conversations and the 
governor’s announcement made 
January 29, the original February 
deadline has now been extended 
to March 1.

Until then, Virginia will con-
tinue to recognize concealed 
handgun permits from those 25 
states. 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Gov. McAuliffe announces bipartisan gun safety deal
to thank all of the leaders who 
put politics aside and stood up 
for this bipartisan compromise to 
make our families safer.”

The gun safety deal encom-
passes the following bills:

Checks at Firearms Shows, 
patrons District 31 Del. L. Scott 
Lingamfelter and District 21 Sen. 
John S. Edwards.

These measures would give 
the Virginia State Police statutory 
authority to perform background 
checks on behalf of private citi-
zens at firearms shows, which is 
required by the FBI. This would 
allow private sellers access to vol-
untary background checks.

These measures also would 
require the Virginia State Police 
to be present at every firearms 

show in the Commonwealth to 
perform background checks on a 
voluntary basis.

District 34 Del. Kathleen Murphy 
and Sen. Howell.

These measures would prohibit 
a person subject to a permanent 
protective order from possessing 
a firearm for the duration of the 
order. 

18 Del. Michael J. Webert and 
District 17 Sen. Bryce E. Reeves.

These measures would autho-
rize reciprocity for all states with 
a concealed carry permitting pro-
cess, but prevent a person who 
has ever been revoked in Virginia 
to go to another state to get a 
permit and have that permit be 
recognized in Virginia.

State extends handgun
reciprocity to March 1
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RICHMOND—Virgin ia 
watermen can heave a sigh of 
relief after a legislator withdrew 
his bill to greatly increase the 
cost to lease the bottom of state-
owned waterways for growing 
oysters and clams.

Perhaps one of Virginia’s best 
bargains, the annual rate for leas-
ing oyster planting grounds will 
remain $1.50 per acre. SB 298, 
proposed by District 8 Sen. Bill 
R. DeSteph Jr. of Virginia Beach, 

would have raised the annual rent 
to $5,000 per acre for leasing 
planting grounds within 1,000 
feet of shoreline residences.

DeSteph withdrew the bill Jan-
uary 28 at a meeting of the Senate 
committee of agriculture, con-
servation and natural resources. 
SB 298 is one of several bills 
introduced by DeSteph that were 
prompted by waterfront home-
owner complaints that oyster 
farms have encroached on their 
properties and recreational use of 
the water.

To work out these issues, the 

Virginia Marine Resources Com-
mission (VMRC) on January 26 
enacted a seven-month pause on 
new and pending lease applica-
tions for commercial and riparian 
leases within the Lynnhaven River 
system. The VMRC is forming 
a task force to study conflicts 
between commercial aquaculture 
leaseholders and other users of the 
waterways. The study will look 
at recreational uses, navigation 
issues, privacy issues, property 
rights and property values.

The VRMC action partially 
accomplishes what Sen. DeSteph 

and District 82 Del. Jason Miyares 
of Virginia Beach sought in SB 
254. It proposed suspending until 
July 1, 2017, the assignment or 
transfer by the VRMC of general 
oyster grounds in the Lynnhaven 
River or its tributaries.

“My goal with introducing 
this legislation was to get this 
conversation started,” said Del. 
DeSteph, who also withdrew SB 
254 last Thursday.

Meanwhile, those who work in 
Virginia’s seafood industry were 
happy to see SB 298 withdrawn.

Lake Cowart, owner of Cowart 

Seafood Corp. in Lottsburg, said 
he knew SB 298 would never pass.

“To begin with, there’s not an 
acre of oyster lease in the state 
of Virginia that anybody would 
be willing to even pay $5,000 
an acre in long term, much less 
$5,000 a year to lease one acre,” 
said Cowart. “It would put the 
oyster industry totally out of busi-
ness. The number is so ridiculous 
it’s not even funny.”

Cowart said the VMRC task 
force has potential for allow-
ing oyster growers and property 
owners to work out their differ-

ences.
“If in fact the VMRC can 

help the property owners and 
the oyster growers in Lynnhaven 
work through their problems, we 
shouldn’t have bills like this in the 
future,” he continued.

“The goal is for VMRC to 
intervene, which it already has 
done, and set up a work group 
that can give and take, work out 
their differences. Not everyone is 
going to come away happy, but at 
least they’ll hopefully be happier 
than they were to start with,” said 
Cowart.

RICHMOND—Two bills proposing 
to drastically change how the menhaden 
industry is regulated and limit the indus-
try’s fishing territory in the Chesapeake 
Bay were tabled January 28 in a House 
committee on agriculture, Chesapeake 
and natural resources sub-committee.

“The menhaden fishery serves many 
important roles in the Commonwealth,” 
said District 99 Del. Margaret B. Ran-
sone. “It not only provides a host of agri-
cultural and nutritional benefits to vari-
ous industries, but it is also an economic 
driver for many of our coastal communi-
ties in the Northern Neck.”

HB150, introduced by District 81 Del. 
Barry Knight, aimed to shift manage-
ment of the menhaden industry from 
the General Assembly to the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission. 

HB 151, also patroned by Knight, 
aimed to limit the menhaden fisheries 
territory, requiring the industry to stay 
one mile off of the shoreline in the Ches-
apeake Bay and its tributaries as well as 
three miles off of shoreline of Virginia 
Beach extending to the North Carolina 
border.

“Multi-generational families of fisher-
men in the menhaden industry carry on 
a long-standing tradition of success and 
prosperity along our coast, and this leg-
islation threatened their abilities to con-
tinue to provide for their families,” said 
Del. Ransone. 

SB 98 and SB 219, patroned by Dis-

trict 14 Sen. John A. Cosgrove Jr. of 
Chesapeake and District 8 Sen. Bill R. 
DeSteph Jr. of Virginia Beach and iden-
tical to HB150 and HB151, also failed 
to report in the Senate committee on 
agriculture, conservation and natural 
resources.

Meanwhile, SB 529, to increase the 
total allowable menhaden landings 
from 144,272.84 metric tons per year to 
158,700.12 metric tons per year and to 
repeal the sunset provision that would 
have removed the VMRC’s authority to 
establish the annual harvest cap for the 
purse seine fishery for Atlantic menha-
den passed the Senate, 40-0, on January 
27.
Del. Ransone’s legislation

Del. Ransone recently co-patroned 
HB 886 and HB 752, both increasing 
penalties for repeated stalking, as well as 
HB 768, which will reimburse an entity 
that offers a free firearms safety or train-

ing course to victims of domestic vio-
lence, sexual abuse, stalking and family 
abuse. 

Del. Ransone and other Republi-
can leaders in the House outlined their 
legislative agenda to prevent domestic 
violence by enacting tougher penalties 
for chronic and repeat offenders and 
empowering victims in a press confer-
ence.

“Through this legislative initiative, we 
are continuing to take proactive steps to 
empower women and families who have 
been affected by domestic violence,” said 
Del. Ransone. “We stand with these vic-
tims and hope to assure that they get the 
support needed to live in the Common-
wealth without fear of further abuse.”

Over the last 10 years, the General 
Assembly has passed more than 36 
pieces of legislation aimed at combatting 
domestic violence, she said. In 2015, 
the General Assembly passed a series of 
changes to combat sexual and domestic 
violence on college campuses, includ-
ing legislation to strengthen reporting 
requirements, require colleges to work 
with local crisis centers, require campus 
police to notify local law enforcement, 
and create a state advisory committee for 
sexual and domestic violence.

HB 886 and HB 752 were referred 
to the House committee for courts of 
justice. Meanwhile, a courts of justice 
subcommittee recommended HB 768 be 
reported and referred to the House com-

mittee on appropriations.
HB 1140, to prohibit a Circuit Court 

clerk from recording a subdivision plat 
unless the plat is approved by the local 
planning commission and meets other 
requirements, remains in a House com-
mittee on counties, cities and towns sub-
committee.

Del. Ransone’s resolutions commend-
ing former Lancaster Sheriff Ronnie 
Crocket, former Northumberland county 
administrator Kenny Eades, former Nor-
thumberland Sheriff Chuck Wilkins 
and the Rev. Leon Webster Baylor Sr., a 
former pastor of several Northern Neck 
churches, were agreed to by House voice 
vote on January 29.
Other bills of local interest

HB 453, to expand the membership 
of the Northern Neck-Middle Peninsula 
Public Education Consortium to include 
King George and King William counties, 
on February 1 passed the House, 98-0.

HB 526, to exempt living shorelines 
from taxes, remains in the House com-
mittee on finance.

HB 17, to require disclosure of storage 
or land application of industrial waste 
and sewage sludge on January 28 was 
tabled by a House agriculture,  Chesa-
peake and natural resources subcommit-
tee.

HB 283, to require local hearings 
for electrical transmission line siting, 
remains in a House committee on com-
merce and labor special subcommittee 

on energy.
SB 22, to allow a person to petition 

for expungement of convictions and 
deferred disposition dismissals for mari-
juana possession, underage alcohol pos-
session, and using a false ID to obtain 
alcohol when the offense occurred 
prior to the person’s 21st birthday and 
five years have elapsed since the date 
of completion of all terms of sentenc-
ing and probation, remains in the Senate 
committee for courts of justice.

SB 88, to increase the minimum wage 
from $7.25 per hour to $8 per hour effec-
tive July 1, 2016, to $9 per hour effec-
tive July 1, 2017, and to $10.10 per hour 
effective July 1, 2018, on February 1 was 
passed by indefinitely in the Senate com-
mittee on commerce and law.

SB 701, to permit pharmaceutical pro-
cessors to manufacture and provide can-
nabidiol oil and THC-A oil, on February 
1 was assigned to a  Senate committee 
on education and health subcommittee.

 SB 283, to require a turtle excluder 
device on recreational crab pots, on 
February 1 passed its first reading in the 
Senate, 40-0.

SB 284 to limit the exemption for 
taking up to one bushel of oysters for 
personal use on Sunday to those Sun-
days within a prescribed oyster harvest 
season and from public oyster grounds 
or unleased bottom that has been desig-
nated as open for harvesting, on January 
27 passed the Senate, 40-0.

Menhaden bills fail in House subcommittee

Legislator withdraws bill to raise rates for leasing state-owned river bottom
by Kyle Taylor,
Capital News Service
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LOTTSBURG—Residents 
will get a chance to weigh in on 
a proposed 2016-17 Northum-
berland public school budget in 
a public hearing set for 6 p.m. 
Monday, February 8. The hear-
ing will begin at 6 p.m. at the 
School Administration Office, 
2172 Northumberland Highway, 
Lottsburg.

During a budget work session 
February 1, members decided 
to present a proposed budget 
of $17,062,828, an increase 
of $499,920 over the current 
budget. Based on a declining 
student population of 1,300, the 
cost per pupil would be $13,125, 
an increase of $1,105 over the 
current year.

The proposed budget includes 
$12,270,054 for instruction, an 
increase of $418,161 over the 
current budget; $988,865 for 
administration and health, up 
$101,958; some $1,277,416 
for transportation, up $34,441; 
about $1,829,348 for operation 
and maintenance, up $59,872; 
some $47,000 for facilities, 
down $90,846; $107,080 for 
debt service, down $5,348; and 
$543,064 for technology, down 
$18,319. 

Vice chairman Betty Christo-
pher pushed for an increase in 
teacher starting salary to $40,000 
and a 5% pay increase for teach-
ers on the step scale rather than 
the proposed 3% in order to be 
competitive with other counties.

“We don’t need to do this 
every year…this is the excep-
tion,” said Christopher. “We just 
need to fix it.”

According to chairman Dean 
Sumner, such an increase would 
add an additional $250,000 to 
instruction and push the bottom 
line to $17,312,828.

“We can ask…but I don’t 
think we can get it,” Sumner 
said. Teachers have received a 
3% increase every year on the 
new step pay scale, he added.  

In a discussion about a pay 
increase for substitutes, Sumner 
suggested they receive “a bump 
up in pay every time there is one 
in teacher pay.” 

Non-degreed substitutes cur-
rently make $65 per day for short 
term substitution and $70 per 
day for long term. For degreed 
substitutes, the daily rate is $75 
and $85, respectively.

Superintendent Dr. Rebecca 
Gates noted she is expect-
ing notification in March that 
health insurance premiums will 

increase by 10%. Sumner cal-
culated that would add an addi-
tional $106,000 to the bottom 
line if the school continues to 
pick up premiums on single 
policy holders. 

Member Dana O’Bier said 
she has been researching com-
petitive rates of other insurance 
carriers in an effort to ease the 
burden.

School finance director Lynn 
Mason reported Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe’s budget includes an 
additional $124,000 in sales tax 
on the revenue side. However, 
the state is also proposing to cut 
school funding by $49,029.

There was some discussion 
about the need for additional 
math teachers at the middle 
school, since teachers are dou-
bling up to fill in the gaps.

Gates noted the middle 
school is the district’s only 
school receiving an ‘accredita-
tion with warning’ rating. The 
primary and high schools are 
fully accredited.

“The middle school is very 
close, but not there yet,” she said.

Other school requests not 
covered in the proposed budget 
include moving all secretaries 
to 12 months and extending the 
athletic director to full time.

School board sets proposed $17.06 
million budget for public hearing

by Audrey Thomasson
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Snowflake        Special

WHITE STONE—Dominion  
Virginia Power will conduct an 
open house from 5 to 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, February 11, at Mount 
Vernon Baptist Church, 269 
James Wharf Road, White Stone.

Dominion’s electricity trans-
mission experts will explain the 
proposed transmission power line 
project, including the erection of 
towers in proximity to the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge.

IRVINGTON—At the Febru-
ary 11 meeting, town council 
will hold a joint public hearing 
with the planning commission 
on an ordinance to authorize a 
town real estate tax. The meeting 
will start at 7:30 p.m. at Irvington 
Baptist Church, 53 King Carter 
Drive, Irvington.

The new ordinance will not 
impose a tax, but will put a code 
on the books that will allow coun-
cil to assess a tax during the bud-
geting process. 

LOTTSBURG—The school 
board will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday, February 8, at the 
School Administration Office, 
2172 Northumberland Highway, 
Lottsburg. 

The school board will conduct 
a public hearing on a 2016-17 
proposed budget totaling some 
$17,062,828, an increase of 
$499,920 over the current budget.

Superintendent Dr. Rebecca 
Gates will comment on School 
Board Appreciation Month and 
recognize principals and assistant 
principals.

 Others with presentations 
include Rebecca Simpson, CTE 
month; Mindy Brinson and 
Meghan Bowis, One District One 
Book; Wes Werling, Coats for 
Kids; Shaunita Curry, cheerlead-
ers; and Dr. Travis Burns; NFL 
Golden Football.

WHITE STONE—The town 
council will meet at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, February 4, in the 
White Stone Town Hall, 433 Rap-
pahannock Drive, White Stone.

Public hearings will be held 
on: 

Block Grant (CDBG) application 
for a revitalization project in the 
commercial area of town. Coun-
cil is seeking suggestions from 
business owners and residents on 
business, housing, community 
and infrastructure needs.

to the cigarette tax ordinance, 
increasing the town’s cigarette 
tax from 15 cents per pack to 25 
cents per pack.

LANCASTER—The board 
of supervisors will hold a 
special meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, February 8, at the 
County Administration Building, 
8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Supervisors will determine 
the county’s participation in the 
Virginia State Corporation Com-
mission review of the Dominion 
Virginia Power transmission line/
tower project.

KILMARNOCK—Albert 
“Spike” Nunn recently received 
his certification of completion 
as a planning commissioner in 
the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
Nunn serves on the Kilmarnock 
Planning Commission.

Land use education is con-
ducted by Virginia Cooperative 
Extension, reported Kilmarnock 
deputy town manager Susan T. 
Cockrell.

The program provides each 
attendee with a complete under-
standing of the legal founda-
tions of community planning 

in Virginia, and insight into 
current planning practices and 
approaches. The course also pro-
vides each participant with the 
technical and process expertise 
planning commissioners need to 
discharge their duties in a proce-
durally and substantively correct 
manner. 

This program is composed 
of two training sessions and a 
self-study component lasting ten 
weeks. The self-study component 
includes required readings and 
homework assignments based on 
the assigned readings.

KILMARNOCK—“You 
Be the Judge” was the January 
exhibit at the Rappahannock 
Art League Studio Gallery, 19 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

RAL members entered art-
work and the viewing public 
then cast their votes during the 
month for their favorite works, 
reported exhibit chairman Lella 
Lee Edwards. The winners this 
year were works of very differ-
ent media and sizes.  

Linda Bruner’s acrylic paint-
ing, “Just One More Ride,” 

placed first. Cheryl Mihill’s 
small punch needle work, “Sea-
sons of Change,” was second 
and Diana Jamison’s large oil 
painting, “Bouquet #1,” third. 
These three pieces will be on 
exhibit through February.

The February exhibit, 
“Shades of Gray with a Touch 
of Color,” opened February 2. 
Studio hours are 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Tuesdays through Satur-
days. A First Friday reception 
will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. 
February 5.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Correction
The Northumberland School 

Board held a budget work ses-
sion at 5:30 p.m. Monday, Feb-
ruary 1. The session was not the 
regular meeting for February, as 
previously reported. The school 
board’s regular meetings are con-
ducted at 6 p.m. on second Mon-
days at the school board office, 
2172 Northumberland Highway, 
Lottsburg.

Informational
session slated
on transmission 
tower project

From left are Albert “Spike” Nunn and director of 
education Michael Chandler.

Nunn earns certification
as planning commissioner

Linda Bruner displays the three winning works in the 
recent “You Be the Judge” competition.

Art league announces 
‘You Be the Judge’ winners

ALL YOU NEED IS…

LOVEAND
FOOD

CELEBRATE VALENTINE’S DAY WITH US
Friday, February 12 through  

Sunday, February 14

4
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

For the past half-century, in Kilmarnock 
the name of Wayne Abbott was synono-

mous with crabs. Wayne was a rare excep-
tion among the watermen in that he caught, 
cooked and sold his crabs. He operated his 
business from his converted garage behind 
his house on East Church Street. The cleanli-
ness of that space rivaled that of any hospital 
operating room. In short, it was immaculate.

During crabbing season, each morning 
Wayne went to his boat, fished his crabpots 
in the Rappahannock, came home with his 
catch, held the live crabs for his customers 
who liked to cook their own, and steamed 
the remainder. Once done, he displayed the 
cooked crabs in neat baskets and boxes. 
Every aspect of his business was precise. 

One day each week he would cook all of 
his catch, pack the crabs with ice, load them 
in his truck, and head out to customers as 
far away as North Carolina. The latter were 
restaurants and seafood houses that could be 
assured they were getting the best for their 
money. 

Wayne stopped advertising long ago; he did 
not need to promote himself, his customers 
did that for him. About 30 years ago he tried 
having radio ads, but when he listened one 

day, he heard the announcer give the prices 
for the No. 1 Jimmies, No. 2 Jimmies and the 
large females. He then adlibbed, “The last 
ones must be those Big Mamas.” That phrase 
was not in keeping with the way Wayne oper-
ated, and he ceased radio advertising.

Many Saturday evenings, as soon as the 
crabs were sold, Wayne and his wife, Betty, 
would meet their friends, Fred and Judy 
Baensch, and Fred would fly them in his 
plane off for dinner. Wayne looked forward to 
those trips, and liked to chat about them with 
his customers, regaling them with the pluses 
of the various eateries they had patronized.

Wayne had a distinctive voice, which made 
his presence known in any setting. To hear 
him speaking in a crowd told his friends he 
was there, whether they could see him or not. 
For years one of the Christmas traditions in 
Kilmarnock was the annual Christmas Eve 

dinner at Jimmie and Mary Currie’s home. 
On one occasion Betty and Wayne and I were 
leaving at the same time. 

In making his goodbyes, Wayne said, 
“Jimmie, this was about the nicest Christ-
mas Party I ever attended,” to which Jimmie 
replied that he and Mary were happy Betty 
and Wayne could attend. Wayne continued, 
describing how wonderful the evening had 
been. This time Jimmie, said, “Think nothing 
of it, Wayne. We were delighted to have you, 
and it’s all tax-deductible.” 

Obviously shocked, Wayne said, “Tax-
deductible! Jimmie, we’re your friends.” 
Jimmie then said, ‘Yes, Wayne, you’re all 
our friends, but you’re also potential clients.” 
Wayne turned to me and said, “I guess I asked 
for that one.” For those unfamiliar with the 
area, Jimmie was the proprietor of the funeral 
home.

Wayne was astutely aware of the plight 
of marine life. In the winters when crabs 
were out of season, he oystered, continuing 
throughout his career to apply for additional 
oyster shore, always working his beds in the 
hope that he could stimulate a resurgence of 
the bivalve in the Rappahannock. He often 
traveled down to Newport News to attend 

meetings and hearings of the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission. Commission mem-
bers and staff came to know him and respect 
his views.

Buying crabs from Wayne was an educa-
tion, for he would discourse on the current 
status of the marine industry, always showing 
that he had mastered all the nuances of regu-
lations and scientific findings. He knew his 
field, and he enjoyed telling others about it. 
He lamented the decline of oysters that began 
in the 1980s, and feared that the day would 
come when no young people would choose 
to work on the water. For himself, Wayne did 
not let two hip replacements keep him from 
getting back on the water as soon as possible, 
but a few years ago he finally did retire, much 
to the sad regret of the myriad of his custom-
ers.

Wayne was a Northern Neck Original, 
abundantly rich in knowledge of our area, 
and ever willing to share his lore of knowl-
edge with others. In every respect he was a 
stellar individual. Last week he died, leav-
ing the Northern Neck better for his having 
passed among us.

Wayne O’Bryant Abbott, February 16, 
1938 – January 30, 2016. R.I.P.

Once done, he displayed the 
cooked crabs in neat baskets 
and boxes. Every aspect of 
his business was precise. 

Focal Point

Waiting for the “big thaw” in Lottsburg.

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

I acknowledge Lancaster 
County resident and employer 
William Barnhardt and the 
extraordinary generosity pro-
pelling all of the bold and 
nimble actions of the grass-
roots, not-for-profit Save The 
Rappahannock Coalition along 
with its many enthusiastic sup-
porters who turned out in their 
support at the last Lancaster 
board of supervisors meeting.

Now, We The People who 
live and work in ‘river country’ 
communities around our iconic 
Robert O. Norris Bridge have 
recovered our God-given right 
to be heard and to have our 
legitimate concerns consid-
ered, instead of being ignored 
by Dominion Virginia Power 
in its headlong rush to proceed 
with putting up gigantic, ugly, 
industrial towers (without con-
sulting any of us or consider-

Let’s work
together

ation for the permanent impact 
such a visual blight would have 
on our shared viewscape for the 
entire region). With 2016 as the 
250th anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Leedstown Resolves 
by our fore bearers and ances-
tors, we too take a united stand 
and raise our voices, to cham-
pion the shared values we hold 
dear as a community.

When board of supervisors 
chairman Jason Bellows asked 
constituents for help to stop 
Dominion. While our board of 
supervisors and the coalition 
incurred almost equal expenses 
in the process, the coalition 
achieved the resonating victory 
for all of us.

Independently, the Save The 
Rappahannock Coalition has 
already managed to raise funds 
covering more than half. The 
Lancaster County Economic 
Development Authority, in 
a strong vote of confidence, 
recently contributed $20,000, 

in recognition and appreciation 
for their efforts.

With the board of supervi-
sors and citizens of the com-
munity working together in 
harmonious cooperation, the 
momentum is building. We 
are excited and encouraged by 
this. Let’s carry it forward.

J. Ethan Brent,
Irvington

On the issues, last week’s 
televised debate for Repub-
lican presidential candidates 
fared better than earlier ones 
simply because of the near-
absence of Donald Trump’s 
bombastic vocal pugilism.

“Near-absence” because 
Trump declined to participate 
over his self-styled snit with 
Fox News’ Meghan Kelly 
as a debate panelist since, 
in a previous debate, she’d 
“unfairly” asked Trump about 
his prior utterances concern-

Debating the news

ing women.
I once worked for an inde-

pendent television network 
with Roger Ailes, now Fox 
News’ top guy, as one of my 
bosses, so I know it’s fool-
hardy to take him on even a 
little bit.  Ailes never backs 
down—never!

And as a politics reporter 
for the Chicago Tribune and 
The Washington Times, I cov-
ered debates in local, state and 
national campaigns, deter-
mined always to accurately 
present candidates’ stands on 
issues.

So in last week’s Republican 
debate—with Trump pouting 
across town, and his invec-
tive and sophomoric grimaces 
missing from center stage—
other candidates weren’t over-
shadowed in expressing their 
stands on major issues.

Yet in post-debate news 
coverage, the focus wasn’t on 
what candidates said on the 

issues, but rather on Trump 
and how anyone near a TV 
camera felt about his absence 
from the debate.

Most reporters covering 
political campaigns treat them 
more like sports events. They 
really know very little about 
the issues involved. Folks 
with experience in campaign-
ing (I’ve done that, too) know 
that while contributions are 
“the mother’s milk” of poli-
tics, issues are the ammuni-
tion.

Not emphasizing or ignor-
ing issues in politics news 
leaves voters without infor-
mation they need to cast 
responsible ballots. Instead, 
we get 12-second broadcast 
sound bites and 60-second TV 
commercials. Show biz rules.

Small wonder there’s such 
low voter turnout at the polls 
on Election Day.

Bill Kling,
Heathsville

YOUR LETTERS

Did you hear the one about 
a log floating down the river 
with 20,000 ants on it? Brings 
to mind the issue of global 
warming. 

We need to be reminded 
that it happens about this time 
every 100,000 years, give or 
take a few thousand, during 
inter-glacial periods. The 
cycle has been going on for 
about a million years. Geo-
logic records don’t lie, exag-
gerate or presume.

The last six cycles are well 
documented. During the last 
warming period the water 
around these parts got to be 
several hundred feet deep. 
That’s why you can find fossil 
sharks teeth at Horse Head 
Cliffs at Westmoreland State 
Park and whale bone fossils 
at Calvert Cliffs. 

Because the last inter-gla-
cial warming began 15,000 
years ago, we have a way to 
go before the planet starts 
cooling again.   

Did humans cause the gla-
cial cycles? 

Hardly. At least the few that 
were here didn’t take credit as 
far as we know. 

Are humans aggravating 
the present cycle?

Some say yes, some no. 
Humans leave footprints. 
Some on the ground, some 
in the air we use. The more 
people the more footprints. 
One thing is for sure: This is 
the first inter-glacial warming 
period witnessed by PhDs.

Is the U.S. responsible? 
Most of the smoke stacks 

are in other countries now. 
I suppose if the EPA had its 
way, they all would be. Of 
course, that wouldn’t benefit 
planet Earth. Just those other 
countries.

Do electric vehicles equate 
to cleaner air?

In France where 80% of 
the electricity comes from 

Global warming
in prespective

nuclear power, sure. In places 
where fossil fuels produce 
much of the electricity, elec-
tric cars are just complicated 
fossil fuel burners, so prob-
ably not. 

Can we tax ourselves into 
making Earth a more refresh-
ing planet?

That’s a cue for laughter.
About that log, every ant 

thought it was steering.
Paul Boyenga,

Kilmarnock

We as a nation have entered 
the final year of two four-year 
terms of office by a president 
whose actions have been far 
from honoring and upholding 
the oath “to preserve, protect, 
and defend” the Constitution 
of the United States of Amer-
ica that he swore to when he 
came into office.

 While most of the president’s 
actions have been outrageous, 
it is even a greater travesty that 
we have elected members of 
the House of Representatives 
and Senate who have let him 
get away with these actions for 
seven years. They are as guilty 
if not more so of not living 
up to the oath “to support and 
defend the Constitution of 
the United States” that each 
of them swore to when they 
took office. They have failed 
the public that elected them to 
office.

In November of 2016, we 
the public, have the opportu-
nity to begin the healing pro-
cess that our nation so badly 
needs. The word incumbent 
comes to mind. Obviously not 
all incumbent representatives 
or senators will come up for 
re-election in November 2016, 
but any of them that do need 
to be replaced. It sure can’t be 
any worse than it is now or has 
been over the last seven years.  

Bob Norman,
Lancaster

Replace the
incumbents

Attention, fellows. If you 
really want to impress your 
Valentine, you need to clean 
up your act.

I’m getting tired of making 
excuses for those of you lack-
ing in the social graces.

I’m not claiming immunity 
here; I can be just as impolite 
as politically incorrect.

And I’m no Ginger Phil-
brick when it comes to man-
ners, but a little common 
sense goes a long way when it 
comes to appropriate behavior 
in mixed company.

The ladies in the office have 
been so kind and thoughtful 
in sharing their insight. In 
fact, it was their suggestion 
that we have this frank dis-
cussion.

Some of you apparently 
don’t know how to talk to a 
lady.

Think before you speak. 
Some things are just better 
left unsaid.

For instance, after a long 
day at work, chasing toddlers, 
or hauling kids to and from 
school, practices and games, 
don’t open with: What’s for 
dinner? 

And never, ever rise from a 
meal inquiring about the next.

If you know she’s had a 
hard time getting to sleep, 
don’t even whisper: Are you 
asleep? or Are you awake?

Guard what you say when 
it comes to topics that involve 
food, weight, appearances, 
age, exercise, hormones or 
habits.

Don’t say things like:

eat that?

of that?

weight?

your meal, you’re a big girl.

just put on weight?

you.

wear that are you?

hair?

now?

makeup?

rough day?

membership lapse?

Be careful when offering 
unsolicited advice.

And if she asks: Does 
my butt look big in this, the 
proper answer is “No, you 
look great.”
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INFORMATIONAL 
OPEN HOUSE 

Norris Bridge Electric Transmission Rebuild 
and Relocation Project 

Dominion Virginia Power is planning a project to 
address the aging 2.2 miles of its electric 
transmission line that crosses the Rappahannock 
River. This segment of our 38 mile transmission 
line is partially attached to the Norris Bridge 
(Route 3) and is nearing its end-of-life and needs 
to be replaced. This transmission line provides 
critical electric service to supply bulk electricity 
to the area and is a primary source of electric 
power to approximately 19,000 customers on the 
Northern Neck peninsula.

PROJECT NEED AND BENEFITS

• Replace aging infrastructure that has been in 
place since 1962

• Gain increased reliability and operational efficiencies by upgrading and relocating 
the line. Rebuilding the line to current standards will reduce vulnerabilities of an 
aging line lessening the risk of outages — this will help maintain reliability and 
reduce the restoration time in the event of an outage

• Maintain safety for Dominion and VDOT crews and lessen potential hazards to the 
public — relocating off the bridge will lessen the frequency that Dominion and  
road crews will need to coordinate for line outages or lane closures and reduce 
road debris from impacting the line

We invite the community to join us at our informational Open House where you will 
have an opportunity to speak with our electric transmission experts about the 
project. There will not be a formal presentation; please feel free to attend as your 
time allows — the format is open, with various informational stations to visit.

To learn more, please visit our website, www.dom.com, keyword: Norris Bridge.   
You may also contact us by sending an email to powerline@dom.com.
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OPEN HOUSE
Thursday

February 11, 2016
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  

Mount Vernon  
Baptist Church

(basement) 

269 James Wharf Road 
White Stone, VA 22578

NPROJECT AREA
   Existing Structures

  (to be replaced)

www.deedavidandco.com

We Design Kitchens, Bathrooms, 

Laundry Rooms, Outdoor Kitchens 

and more!
Call to schedule an in-home consultation

or to visit the Studio in Lottsburg.
–804-724-0829–

Rob Goralewicz
Certified Personal Trainer, AAFA

Strength, flexibility and fitness training  
for all ages

804-436-4668 blueridgept@yahoo.com
Continuing education in Senior/Elder Fitness

Blue Ridge Personal Training
Affordable Training in the Privacy of your Home

Do you remember?

of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the February 2, 1906, 

issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Afro-American Notes
William Hodge, of Tombs, and Miss 

Bessie Johnson, of Baltimore, were mar-
ried Wednesday night of this week at the 
residence of the Lady’s sister, Mrs. Chas. 
Blackwell, Rev. D. Tucker officiating.

Mrs. Vermillian Johnson, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Warren Hinton, of White Stone, 
spent some time in Baltimore recently.

Mrs. Martha Taylor and Miss Pauline 
Smith, of Tombs, who have been sick, are 
out again. Mrs. Zack Beane, of Kilmar-
nock, who has been very sick, is improv-
ing at this writing.

Irvington
E. W. Long was in Baltimore this week.

Mrs. Ruth Willing, of Baltimore, is vis-
iting her parental home here.

Aid Society tonight at the home of Mrs. 
S. Jas. Lokey.

Frank Newcomb, of Gloucester, is visit-
ing his sister, Mrs. R. S. Mitchell.

R. Fuller Hunton, of Northumberland, 
dropped in, socially and for business 
Monday.

Griffin Garner, of  Md., Del. & Va. Ry. 
Company, is here at this time on vacation.

O. M. Whaley and G. Pitt, of Wicomico 
Church, were here Tuesday, the latter en 
route to Norfolk.

Mrs. A. Y. Lee arrived Wednesday from 
Pittsburg to make her residence with her 
son, the Citizen editor (McDonald Lee).

W. McDonald Lee is in Richmond this 
week attending Governor Swanson’s inau-
guration and the reception at Lieutenant-

Governor Ellyson’s.

Weems
Mr. and Mrs. Lawson Winstead were 

surprised Monday evening by a large 
gathering of their friends coming down 
on them unexpectedlly. It was the fiftieth 
birthday for Mrs. Winstead, and her friends 
merry and joyful evening with her. All the 
delicacies of the season were served, and 
games were played until a late hour, when 
they departed wishing their hostess many 
returns of the season.

Virginus Chowning, manager of the 
Point Francis estate, has resigned the posi-
tion, to accept a like one in the suburbs of 
Baltimore.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

YOUR LETTERS

We read with personal inter-
est an article January 28, “Feral 
cat concerns aired at Kilmar-
nock council meeting.” 

First of all, God bless Mr. 
Davis for working with the 
Animal Welfare League 
(AWL) to ensure that these 
feral cats are inoculated and 
that they are also neutered to 
prevent more kitties. I might 
add that the AWL also provides 
the same service for homeless 
dogs. They strive to provide 
adoption of these animals to 
good homes. 

The statement that kids play 
at McDonald’s was very inter-
esting and funny. If you take a 
good look at the traffic coming 
into and out of McDonald’s, 
and especially their “drive-
thru,” you will see that no chil-
dren should ever be in that 
parking lot. If they are, they 
should be removed from the 
parents’ care and turned over to 
the AWL for proper care.

It is hard to imagine that the 
council members are wasting 
their time on such moronic 
matters when they should 
be spending their time and 
Kilmarnock residents’ taxes 
on other issues such as fill-
ing all the empty buildings in 
town and up and down Route 
200 with businesses to give our 
young people jobs to keep them 
in the Northern Neck.

The council should leave the 
cats, AWL and all of the vol-
unteers who spend their own 
money and time taking care of 
these cats alone. They should 
go ahead and approve the small 
businesses and get some other 
businesses in the area.

To the complainers about 
these cats, we suggest they get 
a life and go out and do some-
thing beneficial to help the 
community.

Hugh and Barbara Lovell,
Irvington

Council wasting
time on cats

I have watched with concern 
and amazement the total com-
mitment of the supporters of 
Donald Trump. His support-
ers include the likes of Mike 
Tyson, Dennis Rodman, Ted 
Nugent, David Duke, Duck 
Dynasty, Jessie Ventura and 
Sarah Palin to name a few of 
his stalwart supporters. 

I believe Trump correctly 
characterized that support 
when he said he was joking 
about shooting someone in 
Times Square and not lose a 
vote. I believe him when he 
said he was joking about shoot-
ing someone but the fact that 
his supporters would still be 
with him was no joke. With the 
number of gun deaths that we 
have in our country, it speaks 

The company
you keep

to a complete lack of sensitiv-
ity that a person would joke 
about such a subject in such a 
manner. 

His supporters also com-
pletely ignore that with all his 
business acumen, he has filed 
for bankruptcy four times. This 
means that at least on four 
occasions he has shut down 
companies, eliminated jobs 
and ruined people’s lives. That 
should not be dismissed with 
the often repeated comment, “I 
was just using the laws to my 
advantage.” 

He doesn’t care about all 
the people he disadvantaged. 
He didn’t care then and I don’t 
believe he cares now. 

He has not put forth a plan 
other than saying he will be the 
best for this and the greatest 
for that and I will be the best 
you have ever seen for religion, 
women, workers, business, 
military and everything else. 
At the same time he has been 
anti-Muslim and anti-woman, 
insulting Mexicans and other 
groups. I can’t understand how 
we fall for that line. 

That he would be the stan-
dard bearer for the Republican 
Party must really mean that 
‘GOP’ stands for ‘Get Obama 
Party’. Is there that much hate?

Lloyd N. Hill, 
Weems

When you cross the Robert 
O. Norris Bridge, sometime 
in the future, and a phalanx 
of Dominion Power towers 
destroys your view of our beau-
tiful Rappahannock River, you 
can blame the Lancaster board 
of supervisors.

The supervisors are on 
record as opposing the towers 
in favor of underground cables. 
But they have taken no action 
to fight Dominion Power, a 
multi-million-dollar corpo-
ration with political clout. 
Instead, the board voted 4-1 last 
week to deny a mere $20,000 
to help the Save the Rappahan-
nock Coalition, a grass-roots 
citizens’ group formed to fight 
Dominion, with legal bills that 
now total about $70,000. 

I have never heard such 
whining and lame excuses 
by our elected representa-
tives to avoid doing their duty. 
Only Jason Bellows, who was 
involved in organizing the “No 
Towers” protest while board 
chairman last year, voted to 
support the citizens. 

To me, the supervisors 
seemed to resent Bellows and 
the citizens for taking the lead 
without them. One by one, they 
whined that they should have 
had some say over how money 
was spent. But there was only 
one possible action—hiring 
competent lawyers to fight 

Blame it on
the supervisors

Dominion. 
The coalition was quickly 

formed last year when Domin-
ion was discovered forging 
ahead to erect the towers with-
out public discussion. Domin-
ion almost succeeded, bypass-
ing State Corporation Com-
mission scrutiny by claiming 
the proposal was maintenance. 
A big barge was moved in to 
start drilling. 

The owner of Willaby’s res-
taurant near the bridge and the 
coalition citizens, using their 
money, stopped Dominion in 
its tracks. The barge is gone. 
The SCC ruled that Dominion’s 
proposal was new construc-
tion, subject to SCC approval. 

The supervisors could have 
followed their chairman’s 
lead at any time. Instead, the 
petulant four chose to whine 
and make lame excuses at the 
expense of tourism and the 
public’s scenic welfare. 

Jack Chamberlain,
Lancaster

The Lancaster board of super-
visors has declined a request by 
Save the Rappahannock Coali-
tion (“No Towers”) to pay a por-
tion of the costs incurred in the 
fight to prevent Dominion Power 
from installing monstrous steel 
towers across the Rappahannock 
River.

Those towers will carry power 
lines, replacing smaller towers 
alongside the Norris Bridge.

Every resident who prizes the 
scenic beauty of the Chesapeake 
Bay and Rappahannock River, 
and every visitor crossing the 
Norris Bridge is directly affected 
by Dominion’s scheme. A casual 
onlooker will quickly appreciate 
the ugliness created by the new 
towers. 

“No Towers” has had remark-
able success, thanks to experts 
in engineering, conservation and 
legal matters. Dominion’s effort 
to ram this project through has 
been derailed. Dominion has 
to address all issues before the 
State Corporations Commission, 
which may find that “No Towers” 
is correct, and the power lines 
must be run underwater, rather 
than being suspended from mas-
sive towers which destroy the 
pristine viewshed permanently.

Another advantage of the 
underwater installation is that 
it will entail removal of the old 
towers, power cables, and sup-
ports which are visual detriments.

The tower structure proposed 
by Dominion involves massive 
piers and bulkheading under the 
center span of the bridge, creat-
ing burdens on vessel navigation, 
and disruptive effects on oyster 
grounds and other seabed fea-
tures.

The view from the Norris 
Bridge never grows old—it is a 

Tower opposition
needs your support

delight and a curiosity on every 
trip across it, and a wonderful 
welcome to visitors and residents 
alike. It is by far the #1 entry point 
into Lancaster County. Don’t let 
Dominion ruin it. Write a check 
to Save the Rappahannock Coali-
tion now. 

Michael E. Merrill,
Irvington



A8   RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

Let’s talk about...

You’re living the dream of your own company -- and finding 

out there’s nothing ‘small’ about small business, including 

the hours. No problem with myHealth eLink, 

Riverside’s electronic health record, since you can 

communicate with your doctor’s office on your time. 

Care designed around you is what Your Personal Health 

Team is all about. It starts with finding out your priorities, 

then building a relationship that lasts.

Appointments available now.  
Just call 888-550-2865.

 

 

Visit riversideonline.com/chooseus

or text CHOOSEUS to 78234

Although state govern-
ment, federal government and 
schools were closed, the Gen-
eral Assembly continued its 
vigorous work during the snow 
days. We have been working 
diligently to get bills through 
committees and onto the floor 
of the Senate for consideration.

One of my bills, SB 368, 
regarding public school accred-
itation, passed unanimously 
out of the Senate committee on 
education and health this week. 
Currently, the board of educa-
tion has limited authority to 
require steps be taken by local 
school boards in schools that 
have chronically and persis-
tently failed to meet accredita-
tion benchmarks. This piece of 
legislation would authorize the 
board of education to review 
the accreditation status of a 
school or division once every 
two years or once every three 
years. The Virginia Depart-
ment of Education has been 
working to better target school 
improvement efforts and to 
provide individualized tech-
nical assistance, professional 
development, and support in 
challenged schools.

Over the last three years, 

I have been fighting to turn 
around failing schools. This 
measure will make positive 
steps in the right direction.

Last week, I noted Sen. Bryce 
Reeves’ initiative SB 610 which 
seeks to protect concealed carry 
reciprocity agreements. The bill 
successfully passed the courts 
of justice committee with 
bipartisan support. Late this 
week, Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
announced that he has agreed 
to sign the bill when it comes 
to his desk, restoring reciproc-
ity in the Commonwealth. This 
was merely one attempt to cor-
rect the unilateral efforts by the 
Attorney General. There are 
several similar initiatives still 
working their way through the 
Senate.

It is great to see so many 
people from around the district 
on their visits to the Capitol. 
If you are planning a visit to 
the General Assembly Build-
ing, don’t forget to stop by 
room 314. If you are unable to 
visit during the session, please 
feel free to email district04@
senate.virginia.gov, or call my 
office at 698-7504 to share 
your opinions on specific leg-
islation.

Lancaster County Republi-
cans have scheduled a biennial 
mass meeting at 7 p.m. Febru-
ary 16 at Chesapeake Bank 
Training Center, 51 School 
Street, Kilmarnock. 

Submission of a pre-file form, 
accompanied by certain fees, is 
required to stand for election as 
a committee member, commit-
tee chairman, or to file to be a 
delegate to the First District 
convention or to the Republican 
State Convention. The pre-files 
are due by 5 p.m. February 12.

Chairman Sue Clingan said 
the pre-filing forms are avail-

able by calling her at 436-
5749. There are voluntary fees 
required to pre-file for com-
mittee membership or com-
mittee chairman, or to apply to 
become a delegate to either the 
district convention ($5) or the 
state convention ($35.) 

Participants must be Lan-
caster County residents, regis-
tered voters, and be in accord 
with the principles of the 
Republican Party. 

Copies of the mass meeting 
and convention calls are posted 
at va1gop.org and virginia.gop.
org.

Who can
you call?

On January 9, a stray beagle 
showed up at my home in Lan-
caster. The following day, pic-
tures were taken and uploaded 
to our local buy, sell and trade 
Facebook page as well as the 
Lancaster County Animal Shelter 
Facebook page to advertise the 
lost dog.

A private message also was 
sent to the animal shelter on Jan-
uary 10 advising of the lost dog 
with no tags. After several hours, 
the page administrator advised 
me the only available options 
were to bring the dog to the shel-
ter or to hang on to it until the 
owner is located.

I do not have a safe way to 
transport a stray dog to the shelter 
and I have two dogs of my own, 
so bringing him inside was not 
an option. The shelter advised 
the soonest they could come out 
would be January 11 during regu-
lar hours because they can only 
come out after hours for emer-
gencies.

Not wanting the dog to stay 
out in the forecasted 30-degree 
weather, I asked if there would be 
someone at the shelter if I could 
find transportation. The shelter 
administrator explained, “More 
than likely our cleaning person 
has already been there this late 
in the day so there’s probably not 
going to be anyone there.” 

I am absolutely appalled at the 
lack of concern from our local 

Qualify

In a recent letter, the writer 
insisted that everyone should 
hold “the rules of scientific 
method” in the highest esteem.

The writer then accused skep-
tics of human-caused global 
warming of engaging in political 
chicanery, pseudoscience hooey, 
falsehoods, denialism, sophistry 
and smattering.

Wow! Who would’ve thought 
that “the rules of scientific 
method” involved so much ad 
hominem argument?

The writer went on to accuse 
skeptics of committing the logi-
cal fallacy of “argumentum ad 
verecundiam,” which he trans-
lated as “argument from an 
unqualified authority.”

Presumably, an “unqualified 
authority” in the present case is 
anyone without a college level 
degree in climate science. 

I challenge the writer to name 
a single “unqualified author-
ity” who has relied upon by any 
prominent skeptic of human-
caused global warming. And I 
challenge the writer to name a 
single prominent skeptic who 
relies upon that “unqualified 
authority.” Names. I want names.

I also ask the writer to tell us 
whether he believes there exist 
any qualified authorities who 
are skeptics on the subject of 
human-caused global warming 
and, if there are, to explain how 
unqualified people can decide 

A recent letter writer made 
an attempt to provide empirical 
evidence that co2 impacts global 
warming.

However, the referenced 
research involves, among other 
things, a qualifier, namely “... 
mediated by temporal varia-
tion…”. That means “coupled 
with natural climate variation,” 
so merely delivers the possi-
bility that co2 may have some 
influence, hardly “empirical evi-
dence.”        

No credible skeptic is arguing 
that co2 has absolutely no effect, 
nor does absence of empirical 
evidence prove that co2 cannot 
have any influence on tempera-
ture. It is well known that, as 
co2 level increases, its potential 
warming influence continues to 
diminish. Examples of empirical 
evidence follow:

Over geologic periods co2 
variations follow earlier tem-
perature variations, tracking 
both up and down trends, even 
though the level of co2 was sev-
eral times higher than now and 
for long durations.

Dr. Craig Ipso states that tem-
perature during the past 4 inter-
glacials (covering a period of 
340,000 years) was two degrees 
higher than during our cur-
rent interglacial. However, co2 
is now 40 percent higher. This 
indicates that co2, even after 40 
percent increase, has little, if any, 
impact, on temperature. Also, 
our two weather satellites show 
no additional warming for the 
past 18+ years.

The retreating Alaskan 
Mendenhall Glacier recently 
exposed splintered tree trunks 
still standing in their original 
upright position, dated 1,000 
years old. Swiss glaciers have 
also recently revealed such trees, 
4,000 years old. So, not long ago 
forests were growing consid-
erably further north than now. 
Antique vineyards dating back 
to the MWP have been found 
in Scandinavia and the Alps, 
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also at latitudes where grapes 
cannot be grown today. We have 
had higher temperatures during 
lower co2 levels.

Temperature differences in 
recent years involve a few hun-
dredths of one degree, less than 
the uncertainty error. Those 
attributing such meaningless 
miniscule differences to human 
activity have no credibility.

Denis Ables,
Mollusk 

complicated scientific matters 
when qualified authorities dis-
agree amongst themselves. 

Finally, I would remind the 
writer that the person who’s 
probably done the most to 
advance the popularity of the 
global warming craze is Al 
Gore, who is as unqualified an 
authority as anyone on any sub-
ject whatsoever. 

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

animal shelter over our domestic 
animal population. As a pet lover 
and a concerned taxpayer of Lan-
caster County, I would suggest 
an on-call animal control officer 
be available outside of business 
hours to assist the public with 
non-emergency situations.

Ladies from the Northern Neck 
Humane Society and the Animal 
Welfare League of the Northern 
Neck took the time to help find 
that lost dog a safe place to stay 
overnight with wonderful couple 
who provided the housing. 

Danielle Warner,
Kilmarnock
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 Suicide prevention
The Middle Peninsula North-

ern Neck Community Services 
Board Prevention Services Divi-
sion in partnership with the 
Coalition for Healthy Virginia 
Communities will sponsor a 
regional suicide prevention task 
force meeting from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. February 18 at the Lancaster 
Community Library, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

Registration is required. The 
registration deadline is February 
15. Register at rvuc.com, call 
642-5402, or email prevent@
mpnn.state.va.us.

 Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol and 

Rifle Club will sponsor Refuse 
To Be A Victim, a crime preven-
tion and personal safety seminar, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 12 
at Lancaster Community Library, 
235 School Street, Kilmarnock.

The fee is $35, which includes 
all program materials and light 
refreshments. Pre-registration 
is required. Register at refuse.
nra.org/refuse-to-be-a-victim.
aspx; rprclub.com; 410-5905 or 
NNRTBAV@gmail.com. 

NEWS 
BREAK


