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Several area churches plan Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day services Saturday, December 24, and Sunday, 

December 25. The public is invited to join local congrega-
tions in worship to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

The following churches notified the Record of their 
Christmas Eve plans.

10 a.m. Trinity Episcopal, Lancaster.
3 p.m. Mt. Olive Baptist, Wicomico Church.
4 p.m. Good Shepherd Lutheran, Callao.
4:30 p.m. Living Water Lutheran, Kilmarnock.
4:30 p.m. St. Mary’s Whitechapel, Lancaster.
5 p.m. Campbell Memorial Presbyterian, Weems.
5 p.m. Maple Grove Baptist Church, Foxwells.

5 p.m. St. Andrews Presbyterian, Kilmarnock. 
5 p.m. St. Stephen’s Episcopal, Heathsville.
5 p.m. St. Paul’s Catholic, Hague.
5:30 p.m. Rehoboth UMC, Kilmarnock.
6:30 p.m. Harmony Grove Baptist, Topping.
6:30 p.m. Irvington UMC, Irvington
7 p.m. Historic White Marsh Church, Brookvale.
7 p.m. Kilmarnock UMC, Kilmarnock.
7:30 p.m. Providence Baptist, Lancaster.
8:45 p.m. St. Mary’s Episcopal, Fleeton.
10 p.m. Trinity Episcopal, Lancaster.
11 p.m. Bethel UMC, Lancaster.
For Christmas Day listings, see the Church pages B4-6.   

Living Water Lutheran Church in Kilmarnock will present a living crèche tableau following its Christmas Eve 
service at 4:30 p.m. Saturday, December 24.  Members of the congregation and visitors are invited to portray the 
various Biblical characters. This picture was taken in 2015. All are welcome to attend and enjoy the scene and 
Christmas carols and hymns.  

Churches ready for Christmas

During the Christmas season, 
motorists in Kilmarnock will 

spot lighted deadrise fixtures dis-
played throughout town.

“We wanted to have something 
unique to our community and 
something that represented our her-
itage,” said deputy town manager 
Susan Cockrell. 

The planning process for the new 
decorations started in January as 
they decided on a boat concept, 
said public works operator Matt 
Self.

“The first couple of designs just 
weren’t right but the final design 
was picked in June,” said Cockrell. 

The lighted deadrise evolved in 
partnership with Mosca Design 
of Raleigh, N.C., a commercial 
holiday decorating consultant. The 
resulting deadrise is an exclusive 
and personalized design for the 
Town of Kilmarnock, she said. 

Self was heavily involved in the 
design process and made sure the 
fixture was as accurate as possible. 

Self and public works operator 
Antwon Butler installed the first 
deadrise on West Church Street as 
a preview in September and to see 
how the installation would proceed. 

When the rest of the fleet arrived, 
the public works department identi-
fied six potential spots with curb-
side appeal. Self indicated each 
deadrise had to be installed 15 feet 
above the ground to comply with 
Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion requirements.

Installing the light fixtures was 
an interesting experience, he added. 

“They are 75 pounds and 10 feet 
across so I had to hold onto it with 

Deadrise fleet shining for the holidays

The custom-designed Kilmarnock deadrise holiday decoration.

From left are public works operators Antwon Butler and Matt Self, deputy town manager Susan Cockrell and 
town manager Tom Saunders.

by Madison White Franks

one arm and work the bucket truck 
with the other,” said Self.

The decorations have been well-
received by the public. 

“The waterman love it and appre-
ciate the efforts put forth in them. 

The deadrise is truly a representa-
tion of the commercial watermen,” 
said commercial waterman Lisa 
Carol Rose and organizer of WAVE 
(Waterman of Virginia Engaged). 

“The deadrise boats have been a 

huge success. They are very attrac-
tive,” said town council member 
Emerson Gravatt at council’s 
December meeting.

The council typically budgets 
$10,000 annually for decorations 
throughout the town and the dead-
rise light fixtures took the majority 
of the funds this year, with money 
left over, said Cockrell.

The possibility exists to use the 
decorations elsewhere in town or 
for other celebrations. However, 
at this time, the town will not be 
adding to the fleet, said Cockrell. 

“We have occupied all the safely 
available street poles. Right now, 
we are focusing on what will be 
involved with decorating the new 
Town Centre Park for the holiday 
season. It’s possible they could be 
used there,” she said.

KILMARNOCK—The Town of 
Kilmarnock has become the most 
recent locality to sign on for a dis-
play of watermen’s boots to honor 
the working men and women of the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

Council member Rebecca Nunn 
moved that the town council approve 
the purchase of the $4,000 boots at 
its brief meeting Monday; council 
member Michael Sutherland sec-
onded it and the motion passed, 6-0. 

“These boots are huge fiberglass 
watermen’s boots” said council 
member Michael Sutherland. They 
are part of the regional Watermen’s 
Way public art project designed to 
promote tourism in our area. 

The local boots will be creatively 
decorated by the Rappahannock Art 
League in themes that reflect the 
importance of the watermen, said 
deputy town manager Susan Cock-
rell.

Watermen’s Way boots can be 
rented or purchased and placed in 
front of local businesses. Contact 
Cockrell, 435-1552, extension 25.

Kilmarnock
purchases 
watermen’s 
white boots

by Madison White Franks

The Rappahannock  Record office 
will be closed Thursday, December 
22, through Sunday, January 1, to 
allow employees time with their fami-
lies. The office will reopen Monday, 
January 2, and regular deadlines 
will be observed: display ads, 5 p.m. 
Monday; classified ads and news, 
noon Tuesday.

News and advertisements can 
be dropped off or emailed anytime 
during the holidays. There is a deliv-
ery slot in the front door at 27 North 
Main Street.

Email news items to editor@rap-
precord.com. To email advertising 
representatives or reporters, consult 
the masthead on page A2. 

Record will
reopen Jan. 2

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster 
school board on December 13 received 
an update on the ongoing study of 
future school facility needs.

The school facilities committee has 
held public meetings to gather infor-
mation regarding possibilities, said 
consultant Bob Moje of VMDO Archi-
tects.

“So often people get excited and 
they are ready to shoot. We would 
rather spend a lot more time aiming so 
we can make sure we can help you get 
the best possible solution,” said Moje. 

Proposed sites for possible school 
construction are on Harris Road 
across from the Northern Neck Family 
YMCA and behind Lancaster Middle 
School in Kilmarnock. 

Moje said the public consensus 
seems to be a combination of renova-
tion and new construction. Sugges-
tions have included renovating the 
current middle school to serve as a 
primary school and building a new 
middle and high school.

 Committee chairman Jimmie Carter 
requested authorization to begin related 
discussions with property owners. 

“I have talked to both owners con-
ceptually and they both said yes,” said 
Carter. “We would like your tactical 
approval to enter in with conversa-
tions with these property owners that 
would be non-binding, but we are just 
at a point now to figure out if these are 
viable sites.” 

Board member Joan Gravatt moved 
to approve the request and board 
member Kenya Moody seconded the 
motion. Board members Robert Smart, 

Schools, community
improve aim on future
educational facilities

by Madison White Franks Bob Westbrook and Audrey Thomas-
son supported the motion and it passed 
unanimously, 5-0.
Memorandums
of Understanding

The board approved and signed two 
memorandums of understanding docu-
ments. 

Superintendent Steve Parker said 
the first, a memorandum with the 
Virginia Department of Education, 
is non-negotiable because the middle 
school accreditation was denied. 

Although the middle school has 
shown growth in individual testing, 
the overall pass rates did not rise to 
the level that would allow a partially 
accredited status, he said.

“LMS has made significant pro-
cess in improving the literacy of our 

SCHOOLS, continued on page A2
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HEATHSVILLE—Northum-
berland supervisors on Decem-
ber 15 expressed concern about 
financial issues within the school 
system. 

School finance director Lynn 
Mason responded to questions 
regarding a previously undoc-
umented budget surplus of 
$397,238.34. 

“We had revenue that I did not 
recognize. The reports I pulled 
down in February did not show 
sales tax [receipts],” said Mason. 

“The state was adjusting sys-
tems and told me it would even-
tually show up,” said Mason. 

Supervisor Tommy Tomlin 
asked Mason if other school dis-
tricts have had the same issue 
with their systems. Mason said 
they have probably had the same 
problem but she had not made 

such inquiries. She took respon-
sibility for not catching the item 
earlier.

“Transparency is important, 
but I think we have to work col-
lectively to make sure that our 
school system is being a good 
fiscal agent to our taxpayers,” 
said acting superintendent of 
schools Holly Wargo. 

“My focus for the past month 
has really been trying to reas-
sure our students, our families, 
our parents, our community 
members of the Northumberland 
Public Schools’ focus. We are 
very committed to our students, 
to their individual needs as well 
as their family’s needs,” said 
Wargo. 

The board also updated dance 
permit ordinances and approved 
a request to allow golf carts on 
public streets in the Twin Harbors 
subdivison.

The Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts (RFA) on December 17 brought the Virginia 
Symphony Orchestra Brass Ensemble (above) to the Lancaster Middle School Theater in 
Kilmarnock for a holiday celebration. 

Holiday brass celebrates the season

From left, RFA On Stage 
chairman Jamie Tucker and 
president Peggy Stalnaker 
enjoyed the festivities with 
Brandon and Bill Louisell, 
residents of program sponsor 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury. Upcoming 
concerts will include the Celtic 
group, Danu, on March 15 
and the “Shadows of the 60s 
Tribute to the Four Tops” on 
April 1. Tickets are available at 
rappahannockfoundation.org, 
or 438-5555.

804.435.6669
74 A South Main Street 

Kilmarnock, VA
Please plan ahead for  

January events.

Thanks, Cindy & Ida

Rappahannock  
Hang-Ups, Inc.

Christmas frame 
deadline - cutoff

December 14th
Clos ing  December  23

TA K I N G  V A C AT I O N 

f rom Dec  23  -  Jan  24

Northumberland school
officials explain budget
surplus to supervisors

by Madison White Franks

WHITE STONE—During a 
special meeting last Thursday, 
the White Stone Town Council 
authorized Mayor Randy Reeves 
and town manager Patrick Frere 
to sign contract documents 
regarding an interim financing/
bridge loan for the town’s public 
sewer project. 

Councilman William Hubbard 
moved to adopt an interim finance 
resolution allowing Reeves and 
Frere to close on the loan before 
the end of the year. Blair Kenyon 
seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously, 4-0. Voting 
in favor were Kenyon, Hubbard, 
Irving Brittingham and Paul 
Elbourn. Council members Joe 
Sliakis, Drew Hubbard and Kelli 
Blankenship were absent. 

Council tabled a vote on the 
resolution at its December 1 
meeting pending further review 
of the documents by town attor-
ney Matson Terry. 

According to Frere, the reso-
lution was three pages of an 
80-page credit agreement packet. 
The resolution allows Frere and 
Reeves to sign the closing paper-
work on behalf of the council. 
The resolution was basically a 

formality, according to Frere, 
who said “it had to be approved” 
as part of the paperwork. 

Council hopes to close on an 
interim financing/bridge loan 
with CoBank of Denver, Colo., 
before December 31, 2016. The 
loan of up to $807,000 would 
allow the town to pay its engi-
neering firm for work done in 
the early stages of the sewer proj-
ect. It would be repaid when the 
town receives a grant from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Rural Development Program. 

In other business, Frere told 
council it should begin the reap-
plication process for a downtown 
revitalization grant in January. 
The governor announced recipi-
ents of Department of Housing 
and Community Development 
(DHCD) block grants in October 
and White Stone was not on the 
list of 13 Virginia municipalities 
receiving grant money. Accord-
ing to Frere, White Stone was 
14th on the list. 

Council will discuss the block 
grant application further at its 
January 5 meeting. Related 
public hearings are slated Janu-
ary 5, February 2 and March 2.

White Stone hopes to 
soon finalize interim 
financing for major
public sewer project

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

middle school students. We are 
encouraged by these results and 
remain committed to positive 
outcomes for all of our stu-
dents,” said Parker. “The school 
board and the school staff will 
be involved in developing a cor-
rective action plan that is based 
on the data.”

“If our schools are fully 
accredited, this all goes 
away,” said Westbrook. 

“This memorandum of 
understanding is binding unto 
us until we reach full accredi-
tation or we reach the end of 
our three years,” said Parker. 

The board will hold work 
sessions on the Thursday 
before monthly school board 
meetings to make sure the 
schools are on the right path 
with the corrective action 
plan.

The board approved another 
memorandum of understand-
ing between the school board 
and the Lancaster County 
Sheriff ’s Office. 

The purpose of this docu-
ment is to establish a mutually 
beneficial framework within 
which the school system and 
law enforcement can work to 
achieve shared goals for the 
benefit of the students and to 
promote their future success, 
said Parker. 

“This is bringing the whole 
community, law enforce-
ment and the school system 
together for the benefit of the 
kids, to intervene early on for 
kids who may be going in the 
wrong direction,” said Smart. 

Moody moved to approve 
and Smart seconded the 
motion, which passed, 5-0.
Other items 

The board will host the Vir-
ginia School Board Associa-
tion Eastern Region Spring 
Forum on March 1. Former 
Sen. Paul Trible will be the 
guest speaker. 

The board voted to have the 
forum at the Tides Inn where 
a dinner will be provided to 

include a salad, entree, sides, 
dessert and beverages. 

Parker recommended a reg-
istration fee of $50 for any 
guests planning to attend. 

“They gave us a special 
rate and we are being very 
efficient with our money,” 
said Moody. 

“We have to consider what 
the Tides has already done 
for our schools,” said Thom-
asson. 

“I think it says something 
about Lancaster County if 
we have it at the Tides Inn. I 
think it’s a no brainer. There 
may be parking problems 
but we can overcome those. I 
would be proud to have it at 
the Tides Inn,” said Smart.

Schools
continued from page A1
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Come Join the Great Christmas Gift Giving Adventure  
at Kilmarnock Antique Gallery’s Huge Sale!

You’ll be sure to find something special for that special 
someone in our 22,000 square feet gallery filled with 
over 100 dealers offering quality antiques and vintage 
collectibles. 

Kilmarnock  
Antique Gallery

Come see Spencer !

HUGE SALES THROUGHOUT  
THE GALLERY

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

34 E. Church Street Kilmarnock
804-435-0034

www.kilmarnockinn.com

Our chefs have created a culinary 
experience that will invigorate your 
palate and delight your senses to 
welcome in the New Year! 

Buffet Menu $27.95 per Person 
Includes Free Flowing Champagne 
and Our Signature Bloody Marys. 
Reservations Required. 

January 1, 2017

New Year’s Day  
Brunch Buffet

STYLISH EYES
We will be closed at 1pm, Dec. 24
through Jan. 2. Reopen Jan. 3.

Dec. 22-24: 20% Off Accessories Sale 

Thanking our customers for your  
continued support in 2017.  

Have a blessed Christmas season!
435-2620  Kilmarnock

RICHMOND—The Virginia 
Court of Appeals on Friday 
rejected an appeal request from 
James Todd Kessler, convicted 
in the August 2014 murder of 
43-year-old Claudine Jaquier 
Gifford.

According to Common-
wealth’s Attorney Jan Smith, 
Kessler’s attorney has 14 days to 
appeal that decision.

Kessler’s trial was moved to 
Spotslyvania County Circuit 
Court just over a year after Gif-
ford’s disappearance on July 6, 
2014. 

Gifford was the mother of a 
14-year old daughter. She was 
last seen leaving a bar at Wind-
mill Point Marina with Kessler. 

After a six-day trial in August 
2015, a jury convicted him of 
second degree murder and dis-
posal of a body. The jury of 10 
women and two men agreed with 
special prosecutor Tony Spencer 
and gave Kessler, 55, the maxi-
mum sentence of 40 years in 
prison for the murder and five 
years for concealment of the 
body.

The sentence was upheld in 
December 2015 by Judge Harry 
T. Taliaferro III. At that time, 
Judge Taliaferro acknowledged 
the case was based on circum-
stantial evidence but that Kes-
sler’s sentence was appropriate. 

Gifford’s body has never been 
recovered. It was only the fourth 
conviction for murder without a 
body in the Commonwealth.

LANCASTER—In Lancaster 
County Circuit Court Decem-
ber 16, substitute Judge Harry 
T. Taliaferro III accepted a plea 
agreement in the case of a man 
charged with six felonies of 
bestiality and 30 misdemean-
ors of possession and posting of 
obscene materials.

According to the agreement, 
Matthew Lee Hathaway of Lan-
caster pled guilty to four misde-
meanors. All other charges were 
nolle prosequi.

The agreement requires 
Hathaway to wear an electronic 
monitoring device for 180 days, 
commencing January 6. Addi-
tionally, Hathaway is barred from 
having any pets in his home or 
having any contact with com-
panion animals and is on two 
years supervised probation. He is 
required to continue his employ-
ment as a lineman with Northern 
Neck Electrical Cooperative and 

waived his rights to search of 
his home, personal property and 
computer. There was no order 
requiring him to register as a sex 
offender.

In October, Judge R. Michael 
McKenney called the charges 
very serious and rejected a plea 
deal as “too lenient.” The judge 
did not reveal if there was any jail 
time included in the rejected deal.

At that time, Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Jan Smith said he would 
present a more rigorous deal to 
the next judge.

Judge Taliaferro also called 
the six felony charges “seri-
ous,” because they “had nothing 
to do with the computer—they 
are acts,” he said. However, he 
accepted the deal as presented.

According to Smith, the 
charges stemmed from the Fair-
fax Sheriff’s Department’s moni-
toring of the internet for crime. 
The unit discovered Hathaway’s 
postings and brought the charges 
against him.

“There was no intent to sell 
and (Hathaway) has no criminal 
history. It’s his first offense,” said 
Smith. “We want to keep intact 
that family emphasis and save the 
young daughter from humiliation 
and embarrassment.” 

Defense attorney Jeffrey 
Mathews argued that Hathaway 
has been undergoing treatment 
for a year and that his doctor 
believes post traumatic stress dis-
order (PTSD) from his military 
service in Iraq was the motivating 
factor.

“What he has done is not 
unique,” said Judge Taliaferro 
in pronouncing sentence. “The 
court has seen this before in other 
cases of mental problems.”

In another case before the 
court, Judge Taliaferro revoked 
the probation of Shaken Donta 
Walker on a probation violation 
of a felony conviction. Walker, 
of Weems, was sent to prison for 
one year of an 8 year, 3 month 
initial sentencing.

Lancaster Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported 
misdemeanor charges against 
five individuals.

A Lancaster Creek Drive 
man, 52, was charged Decem-
ber 15 with two counts of fail-
ing to provide adequate care 
of an animal, two counts of 
depriving an animal of food, 
water and shelter, two counts of 
no dog license and two counts 
of failing to have animal vac-
cinated.

A Morattico Road woman, 
42, was charged December 15 
with two counts of depriving 
an animal food, water and shel-
ter and two counts of failing 
to provide adequate care of an 
animal.

A Remo Road woman, 43, 
was charged December 16 with 
trespassing.

 A Greentown Road woman, 
55, was charged December 16 
with disorderly conduct.

 A Castle Lane man, 46, was 
charged December 17 with 
driving under the influence of 
intoxicants.
Activity Report

Dec. 12: Staff responded 
to the 400 block of Lancaster 
Creek Drive to investigate the 
report of the destruction of 
property; to the 100 block of 
Gemini Road for a domestic 
disturbance; to the 100 block 
of Leetown Road for a domes-
tic disturbance that involved 
suicidal threats; and to Gas-
kins Road for a single-vehicle 
crash.

Dec. 13: Staff responded 
to the 17800 block of Chases 
Farm Road for a domestic 
assault; to the 800 block of 
Weems Road for a domestic 
disturbance; responded to the 
10400 block of Mary Ball Road 
for a tree branch blocking the 
highway; and to the 7000 block 
of Jessie duPont Highway to 
assist Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office (NCSO) with a 
domestic assault.

Dec. 14: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Braden 
Lane for a suspicious person; 
to Weems Road for a reck-
less driver; to the 100 block 
of Shalem Place for a burglary 
and larceny of electronics; 
to the 300 block of Buzzards 
Neck Road for the report of 
a verbal disagreement; and 
returned to the 100 block of 
Shalem Place for the report of 
the destruction of property.

Dec. 15: Staff responded 
to the 200 block of Reynolds 
Farm Road for a domestic 
disturbance; to the 400 block 

of Buzzards Neck Road for 
vandalism of property; to 
Pinkardsville Road for horses 
in the highway; to the 8800 of 
Mary Ball Road for a disor-
derly juvenile; to the 500 block 
of Johns Neck Road for a fight 
in progress; and to the 8300 
block of Mary Ball Road for a 
mentally ill subject.

Dec. 16: Staff responded to 
Pinkardsville Road for a sin-
gle-vehicle traffic crash; to the 
200 block of Levelfields Lane 
for vandalism; to the 100 block 
of North Main Street for theft 
of currency; to the 400 block of 
Greentown Road for a domes-
tic disturbance involving a 
weapon; to the 300 block of 
King Carter Drive for an intox-
icated trespasser; to the 400 
block of Greentown Road for 
a fight in progress; and to the 
2700 block of White Chapel 
Road for a noise violation.

Dec. 17: Staff responded to 
the 200 block of Taylors Creek 
Road for destruction of prop-
erty; to the 100 block of East 
Highview Drive for destruc-
tion of property; to the 8200 
block of Mary Ball Road for 
two-vehicle crash with inju-
ries; and to White Chapel and 
River roads for a single-vehicle 
crash with injuries.

Dec. 18: Staff responded to 
the 200 block of Antirap Drive 
for a verbal disagreement and 
the theft of a handgun; to Buz-
zards Neck Road for weapons 
being discharged; to River and 
Morattico roads for a tree on 
a power line; and to the Glebe 
Point Bridge to assist NCSO 
with a possible suicidal sub-
ject.

Staff also conducted 27 
traffic stops, issued 19 sum-
monses, assisted four motor-
ists, recorded two deer strike 
accidents, handled a call for 
traffic control, investigated six 
building alarms, logged three 
inmate transports, received six 
E911 hang-up calls and fielded 
seven calls for animal control 
service.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock and White 
Stone volunteer fire depart-
ments responded to a vehicle 
crash on Gaskins Road.

Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to vehicle crashes 
on Mary Ball Road and White 
Chapel and River roads, as well 
as a gas leak on East Highview 
Drive.

Northumberland Sheriff 
James R. “Doc” Lyons this 
week reported charges against 
14 individuals.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court convened December 13. 
The following cases were heard 
by Judge R. Michael McKenney. 
Trials 

William O. Jones of Lottsburg, 
charged with felony manufac-
turing of a controlled substance, 
pled guilty and was sentenced to 
two years of supervised proba-
tion in a work release program. 

Robert E. Tate of Monterey, 
charged with felony manufac-
turing of a controlled substance, 
pled guilty and was sentenced to 
one year of supervised probation. 

Amanda M. Taylor of Mon-
terey appeared on eight felony 
offenses of child abuse, two 
felony offenses of manufactur-
ing a controlled substance and 
a misdemeanor charge of being 
a common nuisance. She pled 
guilty to one child abuse charge 
and one manufacturing a con-
trolled substance charge. Bond 
was revoked. All other charges 
were not prosecuted at the time 
of trial. Sentencing is set for 
March 14. 

Andrew Yoho of Richmond, 
charged with felony unlawful 
wounding and eluding police, 

LANCASTER—Judge R. 
Michael McKenney presided 
over the following cases in 
Lancaster County Circuit 
Court on December 16.

Phillip Ethan Dean of White 
Stone did not appear for trial 
on a probation violation on two 
felony convictions. The judge 
issued a capias for his arrest 
and scheduled a new hearing 

for January 6, 2017.
William Gayle Sanford 

of Saluda had his probation 
revoked after violating the 
terms of probation on two 
felony convictions. He was 
given an active sentence of one 
year on a four-year sentence, 
to be served in a state peniten-
tiary.

Jason Tyler Lynn of Farnham 
pled guilty to possession of a 
controlled substance. The case 

was taken under advisement 
for a year.

Wayne Larnell Ransome, 
who served an active sentence 
of three months on a 30-year 
sentence, had his opera-
tor’s license restricted for six 
months, according to the terms 
of his probation.

The misdemeanor assault 
conviction of Patrick Meis of 
White Stone was taken under 
advisement until February 10.

Plea agreement accepted in bestiality case
by Audrey Thomasson

Kessler appeal is denied
by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Felonies

Steven Richard Moore, 24, 
of Heathsville was charged 
December 14 on a capias from 
the Westmoreland County 
Circuit Court for one felony 
charge of manufacturing a 
controlled substance and one 
misdemeanor count of manu-
facturing a controlled sub-
stance. Moore was served by 
the NCSO.

Dale Tyrone Anderson, 33, 
of Heathsville was charged 
December 18 with robbery, use 
of a firearm in the commission 
of a felony and assault and bat-
tery.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 42, was 
charged December 5 with 
failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County General 
District Court for an original 
charge of reckless driving.

A Heathsville man, 28, was 
charged December 12 with 
three counts of violating a pro-
tective order.

A Heathsville man, 44, was 
charged December 13 on a 
capias from the Norfolk Juve-
nile and Domestic Relations 
Court for failing to appear. He 
was served by the NCSO.

A Heathsville man, 64, was 
charged December 14 with 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol, reckless driving and 
refusal of the breath test.

A Heathsville man, 25, was 
charged December 14 with 
assault and battery. This was a 
Westmoreland County warrant, 
served by the NCSO.

A Heathsville man, 69, was 
charged December 15 with 
drunk in public.

A Heathsville man, 22, was 
charged December 16 with 
threatening an illegal act over 
the telephone. This was a Rich-
mond County warrant served 
by the NCSO.

A Clayton, N.C., man, 28, 
was charged December 16 
with an assault and battery of 
a family member. The warrant 
was from Mecklenburg and 
served by the NCSO.

A Callao man, 29, was 
charged December 18 with 
reckless handling of a firearm.

A Heathsville man, 55, was 
charged December 18 with 
assault and battery of a family 
member.

A Heathsville man, 28, was 
charged December 19 with 
driving after his license had 
been revoked and disregarding 
a law enforcement signal.

A Heathsville woman, 19, 
was charged December 19 with 
assault and battery.

LANCASTER COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Madison White Franks pled guilty and was sentenced to 
two years of supervised proba-
tion. 
Other cases

The case of Lacey R. Edwards 
of Farnham, charged with misde-
meanor probation violation, was 
continued to January 24. 

The case of Carl W. Short of 

Lancaster, charged with misde-
meanor operating a vehicle with 
improper brakes, was continued 
to March 14. 

The case of Erin M. Bierwirth 
of Providence Forge, charged 
with three felony offenses of pro-
bation violations, was continued 
to January 31. 

■ Blanket drive
The Interfaith Service Coun-

cil recently launched its annual 
blanket drive to help neigh-
bors in need stay warm this 
winter. Blankets are distributed 
free to eligible recipients in 
Northumberland and Lancaster 
counties.

Blankets, comforters or 
sheets in all sizes, new or gently 
used, may be delivered from 10 
a.m. to noon on Mondays or 
Wednesdays to the Interfaith 
Warehouse, 1086 Harris Drive, 
Kilmarnock, or call 435-6050. 

NEWS 
BREAK

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RappRecord.com

Dead l ine:  Tuesday  a t  noon
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

For the first time in nearly 20 years this 
year, Christmas for our family did not 

begin in October. I say that inasmuch as for 
the past two decades our first Christmas card 
would arrive in mid-October. The sender was 
Burnie Chewning, with whom we became 
friends when he was living in Kilmarnock. 

By contemporary verbiage Burnie was 
a special person. His family was an old 
Urbanna institution, having owned the 
18th-century tavern in the heart of the town 
where he lived with his grandmother, Gladys 
Chewning. After her death, Burnie eventu-
ally moved across the Rappahannock to live 
in assisted living in Kilmarnock. He brought 
his bicycle with him and was a frequent sight 
pedaling up and down Main Street, with his 
neat crew cut hair and freshly laundered 
clothing. 

He enjoyed going into the different stores, 
greeting the proprietors and their customers 
with his usual comments on what was hap-
pening. In Urbanna he had operated his own 
one-man business, Step and Fetch It, provid-
ing pedestrian delivery services to people 
around town.

In Kilmarnock he liked to dine at Lee’s 
Restaurant and in Urbanna at the Virginia 

Street Café. Going out to lunch was a big 
treat for Burnie, especially when he could 
tablehop to chat with the various friends he 
knew in the restaurants. 

His favorite topic of conversation was 
politics and he was most at home in the com-
pany of fellow conservative Republicans. 
To know Burnie for as little as five minutes 
was to know his political viewpoints. He was 
thrilled when his candidates won and sad 
when they lost, but always polite to every-
one, whether agreeing with an individual or 
not. In venues where he had a collateral audi-
ence, he would speak more loudly to make 
certain that those he did not know learned 
about his views.

After his years in Kilmarnock, Burnie 

moved back to a small apartment in Urbanna 
and ultimately had to give up his bike in favor 
of walking around town. For eight years he 
had suffered from cancer and ultimately 
needed to leave his apartment to move to a 
nursing home in Saluda.

Volunteering had been Burnie’s vocation. 
As long as his health permitted, he saw his 
responsibility to go to the offices of political 
campaigns to stuff envelopes, listen to policy 
discussions and be part of strategy sessions. 
He collected and wore political emblems to 
the extent that they became part of his attire 
and he lived for mass meetings, district gath-
erings and most importantly for him, the 
state conventions. In the latter arena, the 
breadth of his friendship reached far beyond 
the Middle Peninsula and the Northern 
Neck, as his gregarious personality led him 
to become pals with folks from all across the 
Commonwealth.

Each year the fall season was consumed 
with the forthcoming election and the onset 
of his famous Christmas greetings. Burnie 
did not write, instead having a friend pen his 
messages and address the envelopes, but he 
did manage to sign each card himself. He 
sent cards to virtually everyone he knew and 

was excited to receive their cards in return.
For the last 20 years of his life Burnie was 

blessed to have the kind, nurturing care of 
Norma Jean Sears, who served as his power-
of-attorney. He continually spoke of her, 
always using her legal title, noting how much 
he appreciated the attentive manner in which 
she looked out for his interests. 

Burnie was an ever-forgiving person. He 
readily understood the pressures of busy life 
that beset other people, and was inordinately 
grateful for each and every act of thoughtful-
ness that they extended to him. He did not ask 
anything of others except to be their friend 
and once that bond of amity was established 
with an individual, Burnie considered it to 
be a lifetime commitment. Knowing Burnie 
was an education for his friends, as his gentle 
personality set an example of kindness and 
goodness that lives on now that his own life 
among us has come to its end.

Garland Burnett “Burnie” Chewning Jr., 
December 6, 1943 - April 13, 2016. R.I.P.

As I began this item speaking of Burnie’s 
affinity with Christmas, for, to paraphrase 
Charles Dickens, he truly knew how to cel-
ebrate it, I close saying to all our readers, 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

After his years in Kilmar-
nock, Burnie moved back 
to a small apartment in 
Urbanna and ultimately had 
to give up his bike in favor of 
walking around town.

Focal Point

“Paw-don me for this claw-ful cat-astro-tree."

Photo by Sara Amiss

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

by Audrey Kovach Thomasson, Christmas 2016

Being a wife and mother was my mom’s lifelong passion—some-
thing she believed should be the aspiration of every young woman. 
While mom never understood my desire to pursue a career, she never 
realized how influential she was in shaping my success as a newspaper 
reporter.

If I could give her one gift this Christmas, it would be a collection 
of those wonderful childhood moments that dementia erased from her 
mind. 

My mother gets all the credit for perfecting my INVESTIGATIVE 
reporting skills:  No matter where she hid the candy, I always found it.

She trained me to buck up to an INTERVIEW with powerful people 
with comments like: “What were you thinking?” “Look at me when 
I’m talking to you,” and “Don't ask again!”

Mom taught me how to BRAVE threats…“Just wait until your 
father finds out.” 

And to take RESPONSIBILITY for my actions… “When you lose 
a toe in those bicycle spokes, you’ll learn not to ride barefoot.”

She instilled in me a penchant for JUSTICE... “When you have 
kids, I hope they are as picky as you. That will be my reward. ”

My mother knew the importance of ADVANCE WORK… “Clean 
your bedroom. No one is going to marry a slob.”

And how to PLAN AHEAD…“So you don’t want to ever get mar-
ried? Then you better learn to type so you can get a job as a secretary.” 

It was when she was really mad, I learned I was EQUAL TO A 
MAN… "You’re just like your father!" 

She taught me how liberating an APOLOGY can be...“I don’t care 
who is at fault, don’t come out of your room until you are ready to 
apologize.”

But it was her actions that taught me about LOVE and HUMILITY.  
When I was about six years old, she began taking me to play games 
with a frail, bedridden little girl. 

Every week we visited that little girl until one day it suddenly 
stopped. “Jesus took her to Heaven,” mom told me.

The most important gift my mother gave me was the lesson of SAL-
VATION. The day the Lord comes for her, I know she will get all her 
memories back and know her children and grandchildren again.

When the time comes to reunite with mom and dad, we will “dwell 
in the house of the Lord forever.”

The Kovachs, from left, are (front row) Eleanore and David, 
(next row) Jacque, Bill and Audrey.

A gift of Memories for my mother…

From folk song to hymn, nitpicking and semantics aside, 
“The First Nowell,” or “The First Noel,” whichever you prefer 
it makes no difference, the message is the same–Jesus Christ is 
born.

A traditional English carol, the song is in the public domain 
and many arrangements exist. The original version can be 
traced to the 17th century. The first published “modern” ver-
sions appeared in the early 1800s, most likely in the 1823 
Some Ancient Christmas Carols by Davies Gilbert, or the 1833 
Christmas Carols Ancient and Modern by William Sandys.

Bible scholars like to pick it apart, claiming it loosely follows 
Gospel accounts of the birth of Jesus in Luke 2 and Matthew 
2, while confusing the association of a star with the shepherds, 
when actually it’s the star that leads the wise men to the stable. 
Who can say the shepherds didn’t see stars in the night sky? 
Really?

I just like to hear it and sing it.
All together now, and don’t forget the refrain:

Noel! Noel! Noel! Noel!
Born is the King of Israel!

The First Noel
The first 'Noel!' the angels did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter's night that was so deep.
Refrain
For all to see there was a star
Shining in the east, beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.
Refrain
And by the light of that same star
Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a King was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went.
Refrain
This star drew nigh to the northwest:
O'er Bethlehem it took its rest;
And there it did both stop and stay,
Right over the place where Jesus lay.
Refrain
Then did they know assuredly
Within that house the King did lie;
One entered in then for to see,
And found the Babe in poverty.
Refrain
Then entered in those wise men three,
Full reverently upon their knee,
And offered there, in his presence,
Both gold and myrrh, and frankincense.
Refrain
Between an ox-stall and an ass
This Child there truly born was;
For want of clothing they did him lay
All in the manger, among the hay.
Refrain
Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord
That hath made heaven and earth of nought,
And with His blood mankind hath bought.
Refrain
If we in our time shall do well
We shall be free from death and hell,
For God hath prepared for us all
A resting-place in general.
Noel! Noel! Noel! Noel!
Born is the King of Israel!
Noel! Noel! Noel! Noel!
Born is the King of Israel!

Fiction or Fact 
by Robert Mason Jr.

The November Northumberland school board meeting revealed 
that the school board has spent $39,000 in legal fees so far this year. 
That is $17,000 more than the amount budgeted to provide the school 
board with advice on handling the normal affairs of the students and 
the school board.

But this has been far from a normal year.
Three members of the school board, Dana O'Bier, Gayle Sterrett 

and Betty Christopher, have thrown the school board into needless 
legal controversies and litigation because of their failure to respect tra-
ditional school board procedures, rules of conduct and basic regard 
for the employees, taxpayers and students of Northumberland County.

Their reckless conduct has led to legal challenges based on alleged 
violations of due process and privacy rights of employees and breach 
of contracts with employees.

To add insult to injury, Mrs. O'Bier, Mrs. Sterrett and Mrs. Christo-
pher voted, over the objections of Gerald Howard and Dean Sumner, 
to pay, out of the school budget, almost $7,000 in personal legal fees 
for Mrs. O'Bier.

Why on earth was Mrs. O'Bier permitted to vote on this matter 
when her interests as a school board member and her interests as a 
private citizen are clearly in conflict?

No wonder Mrs. O'Bier, Mrs. Sterrett and Mrs. Christopher act 
so rashly to promote their agenda when the costs of their actions are 
borne not by them, but by the students of Northumberland.

Eve Jordan, 
Heathsville

YOUR LETTERS
Students pay
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While the Holidays are rich with 
many traditions, one of the very 

best is saying 
“Thank You”.

I appreciate your loyalty and the  
opportunity to serve you.

Have A Wonderful Holiday

4503 Irvington Road, Irvington, VA
Visit our website: www.pleasantlife.com
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Andrew J. Billups, PsyD
Is further expanding his coaching practice  

for students and executives who experience  

Chesapeakecoaching.com

Licensed clinical psychologist and experienced teacher and trainer, Andrew 
J. Billups, PsyD, is continuing to build his practice to address the needs 
of under-functioning students and executives, whose self-limiting beliefs 
compromise their ability to function at their best – whether it be in the 
classroom or on the job.

“It is unfortunate that our culture is so quick to build psychiatric scaffolding 

‘software’ we have downloaded from the people who provided socialization 
experiences during our formative years. Flawed ideas about success, money, 
accomplishment, and competition come to mind, and we can improve the 
quality of our game once they are addressed.”

 This has nothing to do with psychiatric diagnoses or “treatment,” it has to do 
with movement toward self-actualization that is facilitated by an experienced 
coach, who can facilitate improvement in one’s academic and professional 
life – much like an athletic coach improves performance in the sports arena. 
To make an appointment with Dr. Billups please call Chesapeake Coaching 
of Oyster Point Psychological at 804-435-6777.

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS 

&
Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

Do you remember?
The Kilmarnock Museum is seeking any information on this 
post card that had the words “Millers Palace, Kilmarnock, Va.” 
handwritten on the back. There also were the names James 
& Audrey Mitchell written in ink at what appears to be at a 
much later time, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn. Call Ashburn at 296-0930. “Do you remember?” 
is a public service of the museum.

(Reprints from the Decem-
ber 23, 1926, issue of the Rap-
pahannock Record)

Letters To Santa
Waddys,Va.
Dear Santa Claus:

I want you to bring me a 
watch and a knife, and I want 
the watch to work. Please bring 
my little sister a wash tub and 
board. 

Andrew Pitman

Waddys, Va.
Dear Santa Claus:

Christmas is near and I want 
a watch and a knife; and please 
bring my sister a tricycle, and I 
want my watch to work. 

Melvin Pitman

Ottoman, Va.
Dear Santa Claus:

I am a little four-year-old 
girl and I had been good all the 
year. Please to come and see 
me Xmas and bring me a pair 
of twin dolls, a set of dishes, 
two picture books, a Teddy 
bear, a pair of scissors, a dress 
and some candy. Don’t forget 
sister. 

Mabel C. Smith

Wicomico Church, Va.
Dear Santa Claus:

Please bring me a flash light 
and a tricycle and some candy 
and nuts. 

Timothy Kent

Wicomico Church, Va.
Dear Santa Claus:

Please bring me a pair of 
gum boots and a flashlight and 
lots of candy and nuts. P.S.—
And please don’t forget to 
bring little sister a rattle. 

Calvin Kent

Lancaster, Va.
Dear Santa Claus:

I am a little boy just four 
years old and have been real 
good. Please bring me a tricy-
cle, popgun, little automobile, 
doll baby bucket and shovel 
and don’t forget candy and 
nuts. 

Willie T. Gill

Millenbeck, Va.
Dear Santa Claus:

I am little girl and am writ-
ing to tell you what I would 
like to have for Christmas. 
Please, Santa, bring me a tri-
cycle, a balloon I can blow 
up, a pencil and tablet so I can 

YESTERYEAR
write to my sweetheart, and 
bring some peanuts, candy and 
any thing else good you have; 
will try and be a good little girl 
till Xmas. 

Annie Homer Norris

Local Mention
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Brent’s 

two young children are suffer-
ing from with bad coughs, we 
are sorry to report.

Mr. C. A. Carter of Ditch-
ley was a pleasant caller at the 
Record office on Wednesday.

The Record office will mail 
out subscription statements to 
its subscribers in the next few 
days. Why not look at the label 
on your paper now (which 
gives date of expiration) and 
let us have your check, thereby 
saving us the time and expense 
of billing you? We have some 
unusually heavy demands to 
meet the first of the year and 
will be grateful to our friends 
indebted to the Record to let 
checks be forthcoming.

Mr. J. C. Christopher of 
Waddeys, one of our valued 
subscribers, made his usual 
annual call and renewed his 
subscription.

“Say It With Flowers,” 
Orders taken for all occasions. 
Mother, sister or sweetheart 
will appreciate flowers for the 
holidays. Artificial wreathes 
for graves in stock for immedi-
ate delivery. Also orders taken 
for the famous Grand Duch-
ess fruit cake: 100 pounds of 
the finest glazed fruit and nuts 
to 75 pounds of butter, sweet-
ened with honey. Prices $2.00, 
$3.00, $4.00, $5.00. MRS. H. 
C. DOHRMAN. Sample at 
Sargents Department Store.

“Eyes of Love,” a drama by 
the Kilmarnock troupe, was 
presented in the Kilmarnock 
Opera House last Thursday 
to a large audience. Over $80 
was taken in, the net receipts 
of which will go to the Kilmar-
nock school fund.

Mr. J. W. Haywood of 
Monaskon was a caller at the 
Record office Wednesday. Mr. 
G. O. Howeth of Morattico 
also dropped in for a little chat.

Mrs. J. R. Stevens and Miss 
Ruth Carter, both of Millen-
beck, were at the Record office 
Tuesday.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Need a 
Gift Idea?
Online & Paper 

Subscriptions . . .
What a great idea!

The time is nearing when we 
will be opening the gifts that 

people have chosen just for us, 
most often with love, and the 
sincere hope that we will like 
them; the pink and orange tie, 
the perfume that reminds us of 
the mean teacher we had in third 
grade and the candy that has 
only jelly centers. 

These, along with items that 
please us to the core, will be 
opened often in the presence of 
the giver. Perhaps some of us 
would feel more prepared for 
gift receiving events if we brush 
up on how to respond when we 
are given not-exactly-what-we-
would-like gifts from friends and 
even Santa. 

In the category of gifts that 
are just not you: The pink and 
orange tie, “This is so cheer-
ful! Thank you.” The perfume, 
“I haven’t smelled this scent in 
years. It brings back so many 
memories!” The candies with 
jellied centers, “These smell 
yummy! They are perfect to 
share with company.”

Gifts that are not your size: 
“This sweater is beautiful, but it 
is a little too small. Is it possible 
to exchange it for a larger size?” 
People who give gifts of clothing 
are likely to be prepared for the 
possibility of it not fitting and 
may even have a gift return slip.

Gifts that are duplicates: It is 
alright to thank the giver for her 
thoughtfulness and exchange 
the duplicate without her knowl-
edge. Or you may want to just 
say thank you and save the 
duplicate, assuming you will use 
it in the future. If the giver is a 
close friend who you know to be 
understanding, explain the situ-

Because You Are Polite . . .           
   . . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

ation and ask if he would mind 
your exchanging it.

Going back to our first cate-
gory, if your complaint is simply 
that you do not like the gift, 
look at it as a possible re-gifting 
item and then cast around for a 
pal who has a birthday coming 
up and who you know loves 
Chia-pets in the shape of a turtle. 
Otherwise, keep it and consider 
giving it to a thrift store or other 
charity in a few weeks.

The thing to remember in all 
of these situations is to tell the 
truth. In the early 1800s Walter 
Scott wrote, “Oh what a tangled 
web we weave when first we 
practice to deceive.” I believe 
it was on the occasion of his 
having opened a present of can-
died French frog legs.

Ginger Philbrick is the owner 
of Because You Are Polite….LLC. 
You are invited to e-mail your 
manners questions to her. You 
may contact her at youarepo-
lite1@verizon.net and visit her 
website at becauseyouarepolite.
com. RSVP! 

When the thermostat reads in 
the 20s, the deep freeze can dra-
matically affect a vehicle.

AAA urges motorists to heed 
these simple tips to prepare for 
the harsh temperatures.

battery posts and cable connec-
tions and wash all surfaces with 
battery terminal cleaner or a solu-
tion of baking soda and water. 
Have the battery checked by a 
professional to ensure it is strong 
enough to face cold weather.

problems corrected at a good 
repair shop, like a AAA Car 
Care Center. Symptoms like hard 
starts, rough idling, stalling or 
diminished power could signal 
a problem that would be exacer-
bated by cold weather.

wiper blades. You may want to 
purchase one-piece beam-type 
or rubber-clad “winter” blades 
to fight ice build-up. Use cold-
weather windshield washer sol-
vent and carry an ice-scraper.

burned out bulbs. Clean road 
grime or clouding from all 
lenses. Remember being visible 
to oncoming traffic—even in the 
daytime—is critical to safety.

-
cian check the exhaust system for 
leaks and look for any holes in 
the trunk and floorboards.

uneven wearing and cupping. 
Remember, you need 1/32 of an 
inch (that is to the top of Lin-
coln’s head on a quarter). Check 
tire pressures once a month when 
tires are cold, before driving for 
any distance.

they are at or above the minimum 
safe levels.

emergency kit equipped for 
winter weather. The kit should 
include: a bag of abrasive mate-
rial or traction mats, snow shovel, 
flashlight with extra batteries, 
window washer solvent, ice 
scraper with brush, cloth or roll 
of paper towels, jumper cables, 
extra warm clothing, blankets, 
warning devices, drinking water, 
non-perishable snacks for both 
human and pet passengers, first-
aid kit, basic toolkit and a mobile 
phone and car charger.

AAA Tidewater Virginia pro-
vides its members with travel, 
insurance, financial and automo-
tive-related services.

AAA offers 
winter car
care tips

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with a copy of the Rappahannock Record!
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(804) 435-1144

Hubbard Insurance Agency

Service, Advice and Price
Home                        Auto

Flood        Marine
Business

“Our Best Wishes to You and Yours  
for a Safe and Healthy Holiday Season”

Lilia
n Lumber Co. Inc.Est. 1912 

Celebrating
Over 100 Years of Service

The management and staff would like to thank our loyal 
customers for their support over the past year.  

Thanks to your generosity we were able to support many 
local organizations in our community.

From our family to yours we wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

                  Thank you,
                   William A. Crowther, President

December 24th & 26th - Closed
December 30th & 31st - Closed

December 26th - Closed
December 31st - Closed

HOLIDAY HOURS
MAIN PLANT

1807 Brickyard Road
Burgess, VA 22432

804-453-4511

HOME CENTER
15115 Northumberland Hwy.

Burgess, VA 22432
804-453-4911

Chao Phraya Thai  
& Sushi Grill coming 
to Northern Neck 
Virginia in 2017

OPENING  
SOON

KILMARNOCK—A Lan-
caster schools facilities 
committee meeting will 
be conducted at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, January 5, at the 
LCPS Annex, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock. 

The goal is to gather infor-
mation from parents and the 
community on the future 
needs for Lancaster school 
facilities.

WHITE STONE—The 
town council will hold the 
first of three required public 
hearings for input on a block 
grant application at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, January 5, in the 
Town Hall, 433 Rappahan-
nock Drive, White Stone. 

According to town man-
ager Patrick Frere, council 
is seeking public comments 
and ideas for a business/
downtown revitalization 
project. 

The town did not receive 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development 
funding for the project in 
2016 and will reapply for a 
Community Development 
Block Grant in 2017. 

Council will hold related 
hearings February 2 and 
March 2. 

■ Appointment
Gov. Terry McAuliffe  recently announced additional appoint-

ments to his administration. 
Robert H. Wayland of White Stone, former office director and 

deputy assistant administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, was appointed to the State Water Control Board.

Holiday donation
Donna Davis and Cyndy Radcliffe, representing the 
COW group, recently presented Sue Donaldson of the White 
Stone Baptist Church Food Pantry financial contributions for 
the holidays. This year the group selected the food pantry as 
the recipient of their support. From left are Cyndy Radcliffe, 
Sue Donaldson and Donna Davis.

Longevity recognized
Reedville Lodge 321 recently presented Brother Donald 
George (center) his Masonic Fifty Year Veterans’ Award. The 
Fifty Year Veterans’ Award in Freemasonry is awarded for 
being a Mason in good standing for 50 years. Right Worshipful 
Dudley Biddlecomb (right) presented the award with 
brothers Ernie Lewis (left) and Gregg Brown and Jane George 
present. Donald received all of his degrees at Colonial Beach 
Lodge 199 and affiliated with Reedville Lodge 321 in 2004.

WEEMS—The Rev. Dr. Ron Okrasinski, 
interim rector at St. Mary’s Whitechapel Epis-
copal Church in Lively, recently donated an oil 
painting to Historic Christ Church and Museum 
in Weems. 

Based on details in the painting, education 
director and curator Robert Teagle noted that 
it probably was painted about 1905. Two other 
paintings, likely copies of this one, have also 
been donated to the church and museum in the 
past year, reported publicity chairman Marilyn 
Hedges.

Teagle, St. Mary’s White Chapel historian and 
Foundation for Historic Christ Church board 

member Page Henley, and parishioners Jack 
Blaine and Bob Hedges accepted the painting. 
Henley’s great-grandfather, the Rev. Laurence 
R. Combs, took over Christ Church Parish in 
1902, just before the painting was done.

The painting helps folks better understand 
the condition of the church at the turn of the 
20th century through details in the building and 
churchyard, said Hedges. 

The foundation thanked Rev. Okrasinski for 
his donation of this important archive of the 
church. Anyone with information related to the 
painting is urged to contact the foundation office 
at info@christchurch1735.org, or 438-6855.

From left are Robert Teagle, Jack Blaine, Page Henley and the Rev. Dr. Ron Okrasinski. Bob 
Hedges also participated on the committee.

Old painting is donated to
Christ Church and Museum

KILMARNOCK—Rappa-
hannock Garden Club (RGC) 
recently celebrated its awards 
and holiday luncheon at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club.

President Bonnie Schaschek 
thanked member Cheryl Brown-
Davis for providing festive piano 
music during the event, reported 
Marge Redlin.

Schaschek announced that a 
$1,000 youth grant from Virginia 
Federation of Garden Clubs was 
awarded to RGC for its partici-
pation with the Northern Neck 
Boys & Girls Club Frighten 
Frog Program. The seven-week 
program ran over the summer. 

Awards were then announced 
for members who had the high-
est cumulative points for their 
monthly displays, said Redlin

Horticulture chairman Debbie 
Burgess announced food gar-
dens winners including first, 
Burgess; second, Carol Clark; 
and third, Sharon Rowe; as well 
as horticulture winners,  first, 
Rowe; second, Burgess and 
third, Marty Wilson.  

Artistic design chairmen 
Joan Eremenko and Sara Ford 
announced design winners 
including first, Cathie Elliott; 

Rappahannock Garden Club
holds annual awards luncheon

From left are Rappahannock Garden Club awards chairman 
Deborah Brooks and 2016 Most Valuable Gardener Mary Ann 
McKay.

second, Clark; and third, Redlin.
The Most Valuable Gar-

dener (MVG) is a membership-
selected award, said Redlin. This 
year membership nominated 
Jenny Boyenga, Mary Ann 
McKay and Jo Manson.

Awards chairman Deborah 

Brooks announced the winner, 
Mary Ann McKay, who was 
instrumental with the develop-
ment and implementation of 
the Frighten Frog program, said 
Redlin.

RGC will resume regular 
meetings in March 2017.

The Agenda
Local Government News

TAPPAHANNOCK—One 
person is dead and another 
seriously injured after a single-
vehicle crash early Sunday, 
December 18, when their car 
ran off the road and struck a 
tree. The crash occurred at 
approximately 1:10 a.m., on 
Sunnyside Road, 4/10 mile east 
of Hickory Hill Road in Essex 
County.

Virginia State Police Master 
Trooper A. Allen is investigat-
ing the crash.

The trooper’s investiga-
tion revealed that a 1998 Ford 
Escort was traveling east on 
Sunnyside when it ran off the 
road to the right, struck a tree 
and caught fire. A passenger in 
the vehicle was ejected.

The male driver died at the 
scene; his body has been trans-
ported to the office of the chief 
medical examiner for examina-
tion and positive identification. 
The passenger was transported 
via med-flight to MCV Hospi-
tal in Richmond with serious 
injuries. 

The crash remains under 
investigation, reported VSP 
Sgt. Stephan Vick. 

NEWS BREAK

Driver is killed
in single-car 
crash in Essex

Engaging individuals, strengthening community

For a monthly community calendar visit: www.nnconnection.org
A source for volunteerism

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13
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Basketball season looks promising for Red Devils

Red Devils varsity basketball team members, from left, are (front row) Martez Davis, Terrin 
Hardin, Marcus Lee, Elijah Haynes, Christian Sutton, Jahlil Nickens and Darius Reed; (next row) 
Jamil Redmond, Arik Clayton, Dwayne Ball, Jammond Thompson, Jay Dillon, James Coleman, 
Santese Ball and Calvin Henderson. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Red Devils junior varsity basketball team members, from left, are (front row) Gerrell Moody, 
Gerkeil Owens, Destin Lee, Tahlik Redmond, Corey Smith, Jae’Quan Smith and DeTaye’ Wilson; 
(next row) BJ Lee, Henry Smith, Javian Robinson, Terrance Frisby, Taeshawn Veney, Dorian Lee 
and Richard Walters. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Coming off a state semifinal 
season, the varsity Red Devils 
look every bit as strong as last 
year’s sleeper team that came 
out of the region as the third 
seed to advance to the Group 
1A boys basketball champion-
ship. Lancaster is off to a 3-1 
start in the 2016-17 campaign.

“Our expectations are high 
but it’s an entirely new season 
and we just can’t assume we 
will have a year like the last 
one,” said coach Tim Rice. 
“Games are not won on paper. 
The experience of getting to 
the state tournament should 
help us in the regular season.”

Rice said his team’s first 
goal, as it is every season, is 
to finish first in the district in 
regular season play. 

“Last year was a pleasant 
surprise, which made it spe-
cial,” he said. “Our confidence 
grew as the season progressed 
and the ball bounced our way.” 

Rice led the Devils to a 23-5 
record last year and a state 

semifinal finish. Despite losing 
a region tournament semifinal 
game, the Devils advanced 
to the Group 1A tournament, 
where they upset Eastside and 
Altavista before losing by 10 to 
Radford in the state champion-
ship game. 

He returns 10 players from 
last year, including returning 
starters junior center/forward 
Calvin Henderson and senior 
forward James Coleman. 
Junior forward Martez Davis, 
senior guard Jay Dillon and 
senior forward Jamil Redmond 
also saw plenty of playing time 
last season.

“We lost our two go-to guys 
in Rasul Henderson and Darrin 
Doggett and a lot of rebound-
ing from Trevon Henderson,” 
said Rice. “The returners will 
have to step up and replace the 
guys we lost.”

Rice’s roster is filled with 
upperclassmen including seven 
seniors and eight juniors. 

“We have experience but 
don’t have a lot of size,” said 
Rice. “Our tallest player is 

Jamil at 6’3”. Calvin and 
James will be the heart of the 
team.”

Rice is relying on his bench 
play to make or break the 
season and said the Devils 
have “the potential to be deep 
in the line-up. One key will be 
rebounding. We will have to 
be good defensively.”

Playing center with C. 
Henderson this season will 
be senior Dwayne Ball and 
junior Arik Clayton. Playing 
guard along with Dillon will 
be juniors Darius Reed, Terrin 
Hardin and Christian Sutton 
and seniors Elijah Haynes and 
Marcus Lee. Seeing time at 
both guard and forward will 
be junior Santese Ball and 
senior Jahlil Nickens. 

Playing forward along with 
Davis, Coleman and Red-
mond will be junior Jammond 
Thompson.

The Devils have two weeks 
off for holiday break and will 
open play in the new year on 
January 3 at Washington & 
Lee. 

Junior varsity 
With only one loss in two 

seasons, coach Jason Williams 
has high expectations for his 
JV Devils. 

After going unbeaten two 
years ago, Lancaster lost only 
one game last year under Wil-
liams leadership. And his 
Devils have gotten off to a 2-0 
start this year. 

Although JV teams are typi-
cally young and inexperienced 
and a feeding program for 
varsity teams, Williams’ team 
includes players with lots of 
game experience. His starting 
five are all sophomores and 
includes returning starter TJ 
Frisby at guard. Guard Tae-
shawn Veney and forwards 
Javian Robinson, Jalen Forrest 
and BJ Lee all saw consider-
able playing time on last year’s 
JV team. 

With plenty of depth, his 
15-player team has a bench that 
includes 10 grads of Lancast-
er’s successful middle school 
program. Going in at guard 
will be sophomore Tahlik Red-

LHS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE 
January 3 at Washington & Lee 
January 4 Charles City 
January 6 Colonial Beach 
January 9 Mathews 
January 13 Rappahannock 
January 14 Middlesex 
January 18 at Northumberland 
January 20 at Essex 
January 24 Washington & Lee 
January 27  Colonial Beach 
February 1 Northumberland 
February 3 at Rappahannock 
February 4 Christchurch 
February 7 Essex

mond, eighth-grader Gerrell 
Moody and freshmen Gerkeil 
Owens and Destin Lee. Play-
ing forward will be freshmen 
DeTaye’ Wilson, Jae’Quan 
Smith and Henry Smith and 
going in at center will be soph-
omore Richard Walters and 
freshman Dorian Lee. 

Williams lost eight players to 
the varsity team. 

“But we have a lot of good 

players coming up,” he said. 
“And we’re looking forward 
to getting into what we call the 
district play. That’s where we’ll 
see the best competition.” 

Lancaster’s only loss last 
year came to Northumberland. 

The Devils won’t play the 
Indians until mid-January but 
do begin conference play on 
January 6 against Colonial 
Beach.

LHS second in wrestling event

Lancaster’s Adam Wilmore went unbeaten last Saturday 
to win gold in the Lancaster Duals. Photo by Lisa Hinton-
Valdrighi

Lancaster’s Deandrae Wade waits for the referee to make the call as he pins an 
opponent from Franklin. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Lancaster went 4-1 and cap-
tured three gold medals to 
finish as the runner-up in its 
own Lancaster Duals eight-
team wrestling tournament last 
Saturday. 

The Red Devils opened with 
a 42-27 win over Middlesex 
then routed Franklin, 51-9. 
Lancaster beat a Bandit team 
comprised of players from vari-
ous schools, 67-6, then defeated 
Tabb, 55-12. Northampton 
handed Lancaster it’s only loss 
on the day, 45-35. 

“Even though we have a 
young team, we have won nine 
out of our last 10 matches and 
brought home trophies from 
the last two tournaments,” 
said coach Craig Oren. “I am 
excited about this momentum 
we have going into the second 
half of the season and excited 
about the future of our pro-
gram.”

Deandrae Wade (120), Will 
Parker (138) and Adam Wilm-
ore (195) all went unbeaten at 
5-0 to win gold at the duals. 

“Will and Adam continue 
to look impressive on the mat, 
both physically and technically, 
as they continue their unde-
feated seasons,” said Oren. 

The Devils had three silver 
medalists in John Martin 
(145), Dominique Veney 
(132) and heavyweight Ced-
rick Ward. All three went 4-1. 

“Cedrick has a lot of poten-
tial,” said Oren. “As a fresh-
man wrestler, he has a nice 
body awareness, which is rare 
in a heavyweight.”

Jacob Taft (152) and Mat-
thew Bavuso (182) both went 
3-2 on the day and Leanne 
Nguyen (106) was 3-1. Joseph 
Sheppard (138) and Ethan 

Eppihimer (106) picked up 
two wins each and Tyus Clay-
ton (152), Richie Failmezger 
(160) and Alyssa Meadows 
(126) had one win each. 

“Ethan continues to wrestle 
up in weight and wrestle com-
petitively, especially in a big 
win against Tabb,” said Oren. 

After a week off for the 
holiday, the LHS wrestlers 
will travel to Mathews on 
Wednesday, January 7, for a 
5:30 p.m. match against the 
Blue Devils. 

Lady Devils tame Lady Tigers, 41-11
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Lancaster High held King & 
Queen Central to five points 
in the first half and score-
less in the fourth quarter for a 
30-point victory in girls bas-
ketball last Wednesday.

Lancaster opened up a 

14-point halftime lead with 
a 22-7 run in the second half 
for a 41-11 win over the Lady 
Tigers. 

Skylar Sawyer and Jasmyn 
Tomlin scored eight points each 
to lead Lancaster. Ten differ-
ent players scored for the Lady 
Devils. 

Kashya Johnson added six 
points for LHS and Harmony 
Taylor finished with five. 

The Lady Devils will head to 
Surry over the holiday break for 
a tournament on Monday and 
Tuesday, December 26 and 27. 
They will play the host Cougars 
at 6 p.m. on December 26.

Varsity girls basketball
Lancaster 41, King & Queen 11

Middle school boys 
basketball 
St. Clare Walker 44, Chesapeake 
Academy 16

Middle school girls 
basketball 
Chesapeake Academy 28,  
St. Clare Walker 6

Wrestling 
Lancaster Duals
Lancaster def. Middlesex, 42-27
Lancaster def. Franklin, 51-9
Lancaster def. Tabb, 55-12 
Lancaster def. Bandit team, 67-6

Northampton def. Lancaster, 45-35

Upcoming games
Varsity/JV boys basketball 
(JV games 5:30 p.m., varsity to 
follow)
January 3:
Lancaster at Washington & Lee 
January 4:
Charles City at Lancaster 

Varsity/JV girls basketball 
(JV games 5:30 p.m., varsity to 
follow) 
December 26-27:
Lancaster at Surry Tournament 
(varsity only)
January 3:

Washington & Lee at Lancaster 
January 5:
Lancaster at Colonial Beach

Middle school boys 
basketball 
January 4:
St. Clare Walker at Chesapeake 
Academy, 5 p.m. 

Middle school girls 
basketball 
St. Clare Walker at Chesapeake 
Academy, 4 p.m. 

Scholastic bowl
January 4:
Lancaster at Essex, 5:30 p.m.

SCOREBOARD

Discount Building Supply & Surplus
Specializing in Discounted Prices on Surplus and 

Special Order Building Materials

www.discountbuildingsupplyandsurplus.com

PM times are in boldface type

Fri. 12/23

Sat. 12/24

Sun. 12/25

Mon. 12/26

Tue. 12/27

Wed. 12/28

Thu. 12/29

Fri. 12/30  

Sunrise 7:18
Sunset 4:52
Moonrise 2:00
Moonset 1:34

Sunrise 7:18
Sunset 4:52
Moonrise 2:55
Moonset 2:06  

Sunrise 7:18
Sunset 4:53
Moonrise 3:49
Moonset 2:41

Sunrise 7:19
Sunset 4:53
Moonrise 4:43
Moonset 3:18

Sunrise 7:19
Sunset 4:54
Moonrise 5:37
Moonset 4:00

Sunrise 7:19
Sunset 4:55
Moonrise 6:29
Moonset 4:46

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 4:56
Moonrise 7:18
Moonset 5:36

Sunrise 7:20
Sunset 4:56
Moonrise 8:05
Moonset 6:31

Low 3:33 0.0’
High 9:40 1.3’
Low 4:19 0.0’
High 9:53 1.0’

Low 4:14 -0.1’
High 10:19 1.3’
Low 4:59 -0.1’
High 10:32 1.0’

Low 4:54 -0.1’
High 10:57 1.3’
Low 5:37 -0.1’
High 11:11 1.1’

Low 5:33 -0.1’
High 11:34 1.3’
Low 6:16 -0.1’
High 11:49 1.1’

Low 12:28 0.1’
High 6:36 1.1’
Low 1:11 0.2’
High 6:51 1.0’

Low 1:17 0.1’
High 7:28 1.1’
Low 2:04 0.2’
High 7:42 1.0’

Low 2:05 0.1’
High 8:15 1.2’
Low 2:52 0.2’
High 8:28 1.0’

Low 2:50 0.0’
High 8:59 1.2’
Low 3:37 0.1’
High 9:12 1.0’

33% Moon

24% Moon

17% Moon

10% Moon

5% Moon

2% Moon

0% Moon

0% Moon

Weekly Tides
Windmill Point – Sunrise & Moon – December 2016
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Donate Your Boat
to 

The Kiwanis Club of the  
Northern Neck, Kids Foundation, Inc.

Call 804-435-2703
804-462-7018 or 804-438-6413

GIFT WRAP YOUR
CHRISTMAS

IN MUSIC

Celebrate the season
with

Christmas Music,
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, 

and the day after

MERRY CHRISTMAS
and

HAPPY NEW YEAR

from everyone at 105.5 WRAR
& River Country 107.5

 Little League
Northumberland County Little League spring 2017 online reg-

istration is open through February 25. The program offers base-
ball and softball for ages 4-18.

 Registration is $65 per player prior to December 31, or $75 
per player. Register at NorthumberlandLittleLeague.com, or 
contact Michael Withers at Michael@NorthumberlandLittle-
League.com. In person registration will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. February 4 and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. February 12 in the 
Northumberland Elementary School cafeteria. Opening day will 
be held April 8.

SPORTS SHORT

Chesapeake Academy’s Elizabeth Stanley (21) blocks a 
shot.

Ospreys Ben Antonio and Rock Wolfson play tough 
defense. Photos by Mike Antonio

The Chesapeake Academy varsity girls basketball team (2-0) 
on December 15 beat St. Clare Walker, 28-6.

The Lady Ospreys held the Lady Seahawks to a scoreless first 
half. Elizabeth Stanley led all scorers with 14 points and domi-
nated the boards with 6 rebounds. Emma Smith and Adair Stan-
ley also added 6 points each for the Lady Ospreys.

In the boys game, St. Clare Walker beat Chesapeake Academy 
44-16. 

The Ospreys (0-2) were plagued by turnovers and an ineffec-
tive offense. Rock Wolfson led with 5 points while Orie Bullard 
and Michael Branson each had 5 rebounds.

The Ospreys are off until after the holidays when they host St. 
Clare Walker on January 4.

Ospreys split games
with St. Clare Walker

Twelve pairs of duplicate bridge were in play December 13 at 
Hills Quarter.

Winners north/south were first, Fran Green and Daria Lowe; 
second, Jane Jarvis and Marsha Chapman; and third, Alice Slem-
ber and Millie Wiley.

Winners east/west were first, Penny Marshall and Betsy Heller; 
second, Ann Arnold and Hanneke Schaafsma; and third, Pam 
Lazorchak and Stephanie Manly.

BRIDGE RESULTS

Ladies League
For the week of December 12, 

Animal Welfare League won all 3 
games from Express Auto. Betty 
Evans posted 102, 127 with a 326 
set. Gayle Conrad rolled 100, 106 
with a 302 set.

Yeatman’s Forklift won 2 
games over D&L Diva’s. Alma 
George bowled 104, 119 with a 
319 set. Gail Bondurant rolled 
a 106 game while Mary York a 
110 game. Val Crosbie posted 
117, 145 (high game) with 351 
set. Yeatman’s earned high team 
set of 488 and most pin fall of 

BOWLING RESULTS

Audubon bird walk set
Jan. 9 at Vir-Mar Beach

The Northern Neck Audubon 
Society (NNAS) will conduct a 
bird walk at 9 a.m. January 9 at 
Vir-Mar Beach in Northumber-
land County.

This small beach offers an 
excellent vista at the confluence 
of the Potomac River and the 
Chesapeake Bay, reported public-
ity chairman Maggie Gerdts.

At this time of year there may 
be large concentrations of win-
tering waterfowl, said Gerdts. 
Among possible sightings 
are common golden eyes, red 
throated and common loons, surf 
and black scoters, Forster’s terns, 

gannets, buffleheads, common, 
red breasted and hooded mergan-
sers, tundra swans and long tailed 
ducks.

Take East Church Street for 
12.7 miles to the stop light in 
Burgess. Turn left on Northum-
berland Highway and go 1/8th 
mile. Turn right on Hacks Neck 
Road for 3.6 miles and turn left 
on Vir-Mar Beach Road). Con-
tinue 0.7 mile to the end and 
arrive at Vir-Mar Beach. 

Several pairs of loaner binocu-
lars will be available. To register 
for the walk, call Frank Schaff at 
462-0084.

Give the Gift of Comfort and Joy.

Our Gift to You 
Move in before  

December 31, 2016,  
and choose a  

$1,500 Welcome  
Home Package.

Farnham | 804-410-4713
Kilmarnock | 804-208-0299

www.CommonwealthSL.com

DAVIS 
Auto Sales, Inc., Kilmarnock, VA

(804) 435-1818
VA Dealer 7915

Great Deals on All Cars & Trucks!
Financing Available!

Big selection to choose from!

Golden Eagle
Golden Eagle Golf Club on 

December 17 held its annual 
awards dinner at the Golden 
Eagle Grill. Members enjoyed a 
cocktail party, dinner and music 
by the house band, “Par 3.”

Champions were recognized 
including women’s club, Nancy 
Pannell; super senior, Hank 
Little; senior club, Allen Robins; 
and men’s club and match, Gary 
Hodges.
King Carter

King Carter Golf Club men’s 
play day winners for December 

second (tie) Steve Craig and Ron 
Carey.

December 20 winners were 

Quinton Oaks

-

Four-and-a-half tables of duplicate bridge were in play Decem-
ber 15 at the Woman’s Club of White Stone.

Winners north/south were first, Virginia Adair and Arden 
Durham; and second, Jane Bunnell and Betty Fay Lewis.

Winners east/west were first, Joan May and Betsy Heller; and 
second, Shirley Crockett and Elaine Weekley.

The next bridge for this group is 1 p.m. Tuesday, December 27, 
and Thursday, December 29.

1264 this week.
D&L Dock n Diva’s Dar-

lene Griffith rolled 105, 
108. Debbie Dobson bowled a 
113 game. Terry Stillman posted 
129, 137 with a 377 set (high 
set). Beverley Benson rolled 104 
& 105 games.

R.P. Waller Oil won 2 games 
from Northern Neck Ace. Ola 
Rae Nash bowled 100, 114 
games. Lowery Becker rolled 
115, 122 with a 318 set. Ann 
Newsome bowled 102, 121 with 
a 322 set.  Marsha Nash posted 
105, 134 with a 328 set.

Northern Neck Ace’s Shona 
Pacheco rolled 119 with a 304 
set.CLUB 

GOLF
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Raffle winner
The Lancaster County Virginia Education Foundation 
recently announced Lancaster Middle School seventh- 
and eighth-grade reading teacher Michael Bannon won a 
raffle drawing to see “Elf, the Musical” in Richmond. From 
left are Bannon and fourth-grade instructional assistant 
Stephanie Henley. The next raffle is for “Cinderella” in 
March. Each winner receives four theater tickets in the 
orchestra section and $100.

Eagle Strategies LLC brings gifts to LHS
From left are Lancaster High School assistant principal Barbara Bohannan, William 
Weimer, Joey Scott and Craig Forman.

Eagle Strategies LLC of 
Mechanicsville recently pre-
sented Lancaster High School 
15 copies of “The Game of 
Life: New York Life Edition.”

The games were presented 
by financial planner William 
Weimer and recruiting man-
ager Craig Forman on behalf 
of New York Life Company 
in an effort to provide further 
resources for financial literacy 
in schools.

“It gives us great pleasure 
to present these games to Lan-
caster. Teaching students per-
sonal finance is very important 
for their future well-being and 
this resource can add some ‘fun’ 
to the lessons,” said Weimer.

“These games are a great 
addition to our resources at 
LHS. I was just about to put 
in a request to purchase a few 
copies for next semester, then 
Mr. Weimer and Mr. Forman 

showed up with these; a nice 
little Christmas gift for our EPF 
program,” said economics/per-
sonal finance instructor Joey 
Scott. 

“I cannot thank these gen-
tlemen enough,” continued 
Scott. “This version of the game 
runs about $25 a piece, so this 
community is blessed to have 
the good-will of companies like 
Eagle Strategies and New York 
Life.”

Lancaster High School recently released its 
high honors (A’s and B’s) honor roll for the 
first quarter of the 2016-17 academic session.

Freshmen on the honor roll are Hailey 
Banes, Trevor Barksdale, Justin Baugh, 
Prashes Bhandari, Shauna Clayton, Wil-
liam Cooke, Elijah Dixon, Tara Gill, Adar-
ian Henderson, Tanashia Henderson, Ziare 
James, Deon Laws and Gerkeil Owens.

Also, Olivia Rich, Kennon Roop, Luke 
Simpson, Corey Smith, Jaiquawn Smith, 
Shyniece Sutton, Harmony Taylor, Sha-
niah Thompson and Hannah Wilmer.

Sophomores on the honor roll are Kend-
all Barnhardt, Rachel Clarke, Jacob Davis, 

Savannah Eppihimer, Richard Failmezger, 
Tezeta Fasil, Hannah Fischer, Terence 
Frisby, David Hall, Mckenzie Hathaway, 
Matthew Kleinfelter, Hunter Koonce and 
Nealasia Redmond.

Also, Traylen Scott, Breanne Selph, 
Joseph Sheppard, Trinity Skillings, 
LaQuishia Smith, Elexus Stone, Jacob 
Taft, Britney Thomas, Rachel Valdrighi, 
Domonique Veney and Tae’Shawn Veney.

Juniors on the honor roll are Kelsi Ash-
burn, Kayla Bromley, Taja Cain, Logan 
Cook, Keyasia Diggs, Tabitha Foulkes, 
Joseph George, Calvin Henderson, Skyler 
Henderson, Steven Hinson, Jamie Howard 

and Keisha Mitchell.
Also, Leanne Nguyen, Zoe Non-

nemacker, Brandon Rosalia, Ashleigh 
Sanford, Jonte’ Savoy, Laysheiona Smith, 
Evan Steensma, Christian Sutton, Jamond 
Thompson and Wilson Throckmorton.

Seniors on the honor roll are Felicity 
Baker, Zachary Benton, Raven Bowie, 
Quianta Brown, Jonathan Clarke, Tyneshia 
Cox, Amber Davis, Kyran Gaskins, John-
ston Kemp, Lauren Koscienski, Marcus 
Lee, Haley Pease, Divaris Redmond, 
Robert Stickler, Jasmyn Tomlin, Ralph 
Waller, Khanija Waters, Leah West and 
William Williamson.

Virginia school divisions 
in Loudoun, Middlesex, 
Rockbridge, Rockingham 
and Southampton counties 
earned spots on the seventh 
annual AP District Honor 
Roll, recently announced by 
the College Board, the orga-
nization that administers the 
Advanced Placement pro-
gram.

The honor roll recognizes 
school districts for expand-
ing participation in AP 
courses while maintaining or 
increasing the number of stu-
dents earning scores of three 
or higher on AP tests. AP 
scores of three or higher are 
generally accepted as proof 
of college-level achieve-
ment.

“I congratulate the super-
intendents, principals and 
teachers in these five divi-
sions for their commitment 
to challenging all students—
regardless of background—
and for their success in pre-
paring students for these 
rigorous courses and assess-
ments,” said superintendent 
of public instruction Steven 
R. Staples.

Inclusion on this year’s 
honor roll is based on AP 
data from 2013-14, 2014-15 
and 2015-16. To earn a place 
on the honor roll, school dis-
tricts must:

AP courses by at least four 
percent in large districts, at 
least six percent in medium 
districts, and at least 11% in 
small districts;

percentage of exams taken 
by black, Hispanic and other 
historically under-repre-
sented minority students; and

percentage of students scor-
ing a three or higher on at 
least one AP exam, unless 
70% of the district’s AP stu-
dents are already earning at 
least one qualifying score.

All told, 433 school dis-
tricts in the U.S. and Canada 
earned places on the roll.

In February, the College 
Board recognized Virginia 
as having the nation’s sixth-
highest percentage of public 
high school seniors qualify-
ing for college credit on AP 
examinations.

Middlesex among five 
Virginia public school
divisions to make AP
District Honor Roll

W&M alumni hold
Yule Log ceremony

From left are William & Mary Lower Northern Neck 
Alumni Chapter board members Barbara Wheeler of 
Lancaster and Lisa Headley of White Stone.

William & Mary Lower Northern Neck Alumni Chapter mem-
bers and friends gathered for a festive Yule Log celebration 
December 3 at the home of Nancy and Danny Kiser.

Guests enjoyed cocktails and homemade cider, and a holiday 
brunch prepared by the Kisers and chapter board members, prior 
to participating in the Yule Log ceremony. 

“Yule Log is a timeless tradition at William & Mary,” said 
Ronnee Taylor, vice president communications. “Students on 
campus and alumni across the globe celebrate by casting cer-
emonial sprigs of holly into a blazing Yule Log fire to banish all 
cares and woes, and wish for good luck in the coming year.” 

Alumni contributed new books and toys for the Bank of Lan-
caster’s Golden Santa program benefiting local children.

The chapter includes alumni from Lancaster, Middlesex and 
Northumberland counties.

Lancaster High School posts high honors

Lancaster schools recently 
announced Cliffe and Elizabeth 
Harris as the December Volun-
teers of the Month.

The Harrises are firm believ-
ers in public school education, 
reported volunteer tutoring 
coordinator Sandy Armstrong.

They were educated in public 
schools. Elizabeth is a gradu-
ate of Lancaster High School.  
After graduating from LHS, 
she continued her education at 
Old Dominion University and 
became a dental hygien-
ist. Cliffe is a Virginia Tech 
graduate and a retired mechani-
cal  engineer. They have two 
adult daughters who grew up 
attending public schools in the 
Richmond area. 

After moving to the North-
ern Neck in the fall of 2013, 
the Harrises began looking 
for volunteer opportunities to 
serve their new community and 
decided to check into Lancaster 
schools. 

They decided to invest some 
of their newly acquired retire-
ment time helping students who 
were struggling in math. They 
both began volunteer tutoring at 
Lancaster Middle School in the 
spring of 2014. 

Harrises named volunteers for
December by Lancaster schools

From left are Cliffe and Elizabeth Harris.

Cliffe said he “enjoys the 
interaction with the students 
and seeing their improvement.” 

“It is fun to get to know the 
students and to help them aca-
demically and socially,” added 
Elizabeth.

The Harrises are involved 
in many activities at Grace 
Episcopal Church. Cliff is the 
chairman of the annual Grace 
Church Yard Sale. They also are 
the co-presidents of The Friends 

of Belle Isle. 
In their spare time, they enjoy 

beekeeping, oyster garden-
ing, working in their vegetable 
garden and spending time with 
their grandchild and family.  

Lancaster schools are pleased 
to have the Harrises serve in the 
Volunteer Tutoring Program, 
said Armstrong. 

To get involved, in the volun-
teer program, call Armstrong at 
462-5100 ext. 2008. 

Chesapeake Academy third through sixth graders are prepar-
ing early for Virginia Council Economic Education’s Market 
Days this year. 

“The Mini-Economies Activity Period has become a hot bed 
of inventive genius,” said market days coach and four/five bridge 
teacher Katie Parker.

“Bird feeders, boomerangs (two sorts), paddle boats, bottle cap 
shooters and balloon rockets are all being developed in prepara-
tion for Market Days,” said Parker. “These kids are entrepreneurs 
ready to market and sell their ideas!”

From left, Lorry Manetz and Joness LaSalle-Bryant 
develop dependable and marketable boomerang designs.

Students prepare for 
upcoming market days

Virginia community col-
lege sophomores can again 
apply for paid NASA research 
experiences through the Vir-
ginia Space Grant Consor-
tium’s (VSGC) STEM Takes 
Flight Build-Fly-Learn NASA 
Research Experiences pro-
gram. 

The VSGC and the Virginia 
Community College System in 
partnership with NASA Lang-
ley Research Center and NASA 

Goddard Space Flight Center’s 
Wallops Flight Facility plan 
to offer at least 23, ten-week, 
paid, summer research experi-
ences for science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) majors, according to 
Mary Sandy of the VSGC. The 
research experience will take 
place during summer 2017. 

Students selected to par-
ticipate in program will work 
directly with NASA research 

advisors. Students will be 
selected for projects such as 
wind tunnel experiments/data 
analysis, small satellite hard-
ware development, unmanned 
aerial systems, environmental 
and water quality projects and 
more.

Qualified applicants are 
undergraduate STEM majors, 
including those pursuing tech-
nician degrees, who are at 
least a rising sophomore and 

not graduating prior to May or 
June 2017. They must be a U.S. 
citizen, at least 18 years of age 
and a full or part-time student 
taking a minimum of 6 to 9 
credit hours. Selected students 
will receive a $5,000 stipend. 
Assistance in locating safe 
affordable housing is provided 
upon request.

The application deadline is 
February 10. Apply at vsgc.
odu.edu/STEMtakesFlight/.

Virginia community college STEM majors 
may sign up for NASA research program
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Stay 
Active!

Enjoy a full range 
of sports medicine 
services right here on 
the Middle Peninsula. Orthopedics

riversideonline.com/goortho

804-693-4645
Two local offices

804-693-0529

Riverside Walter Reed Hospital is designated as a 

Blue Distinction Center+ for Knee & Hip Replacement 

by Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield, an independent 

licensee of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association

Hugh M. Bryan, III, M.D. David J. Muron, M.D.Barbaro J. Perez, M.D.Steven J. Hospodar, M.D.

The Knights of Columbus Council 11667 
extends their sincere thanks to the following 
donors to the Coats for Kids program.  
Your contribution helped make this, our  
fifth year in the program, a record year.

Callao Bike Shop
Callao Super Market
Nino’s Pizza
Banes Upholstery
Baugham & Newsome, Inc.
Allison’s Ace Hardware
Courtesy Service Station
T&J Dairy Barn
Tiffany Yachts, Inc.
Hoffman Auto
Jetts Marine

Wicomico Auto Body
Jetts Hardware
Glenn Lester Co., Inc.
Kilmarnock Dental
River Market
Dunn Rite Auto
Middle Bay Realty
Northern Neck Christian  
Men’s Group

Women’s Club of 
Northumberland County

‘A Gift for Every Child’ presented
by Chesapeake Academy students

Chesapeake Academy eighth grade girls perform their original choreography to “Shop ‘til you 
Drop.” From left are Abby Souders, Faith Hattersley, Olivia Smith, Emma Smith, Mary Esten 
Brown, Sadie Hassman, Reese Bragg, Jordan Abbott and Alvina Moon. Photo by Mike Antonio

The holiday program at 
Chesapeake Academy is an 
annual gathering of students, 
parents, grandparents, alumni 
and community friends to cel-
ebrate the season with songs, 
skits and readings. 

Held the last day of school 
before the Christmas holiday 
begins, the event is performed 
as a gift to the community by 
the student body, said head of 
school Debbie Cook.

This year’s program, “A Gift 
for Every Child” was a musi-
cal journey through many of 
the season’s sacred and secu-
lar joys, said Cook. Working 
within the  school’s Integrated 
Arts Curriculum, students cho-

reographed, staged, costumed 
and performed several original 
dances to complement their 
festive musical selections.  In 
addition, the Middle School 
tone chime groups rang classic 
holiday selections. 

Larkin Denton and Jarett 
Platsis managed the sound 
system and provided tech sup-
port. AP Pollard was the stage 
manager. Margaret Forrester 
was the pianist.

Celtic Christmas trees 
were provided by the Chesa-
peake Chorale and Marguerite 
Slaughter.  Refreshments and 
decorations were provided by 
the Chesapeake Academy Par-
ents and Patrons Association 

hospitality and campus beauti-
fication committees. 

Student Council advisor 
Kim Dynia announced the out-
come Clash of the Coins com-
petition, praising Chesapeake 
Academy’s student council for 
their leadership and the com-
munity for its enthusiastic sup-
port.

The challenge raised 
$1,491.37 to provide Christ-
mas gifts for eight children 
during the holidays, she said. 
Dynia also thanked the school 
community for their generous 
donations to Student Council’s 
Giving Tree which collected 
new and gently used hats, 
gloves, scarves and coats.

Ocean Products
Year End 

Inventory Liquidation Sale
Good through the end of the year

Discounts on many items

Flexabar Waterbase Preservative - 5 GALS 
$142.50 each

Six or more $135.00 each

Ocean Products Research, Inc.
19 Butts Lane

Diggs, VA 23045

RCC hosts Virginia Network’s fall meeting
College and university rep-

resentatives from across the 
Commonwealth recently par-
ticipated in an ACE Virginia 
Network for Women in Higher 
Education meeting hosted by 
Rappahannock Community 
College.

 At the fall meeting, the 
focus was on a “Celebration 
of Native American History 
Month,” with Kathryn Mac-
Cormick, an RCC biology 
instructor and a member of 
the Pamunkey Tribe, speaking 
about the role of women in the 
Pamunkey and other related 
tribes.

The traditional Algonquin 
culture that was practiced by 
the Pamunkey Indian Tribe and 
others in the Tidewater area 
approached men and women as 
different but equally deserving 
of respect, noted MacCormick.

Women’s power to bring 
new life into the world was not 
taken lightly; this was reflected 
in the matrilineal inheritance 
system, by which the male 
children of female relatives 
were first in line for leadership 
positions, rather than the rule 
being inherited from father to 
son, she said.

Although males were ranked 

first for these positions, a 
woman could become Weron-
squa (head-woman) of an 
Algonquin village, or even rule 
an entire empire. The Pamun-
key Queen Cockoeske was 
one such woman, continued 
MacCormick. She inherited 
leadership of the crumbling 
Powhatan Confederacy in the 
1650s, after her husband was 
killed, re-negotiated an earlier 
treaty that became the 1677 
Treaty of Middle Plantation 
and eventually secured the 
rights under which Virginia 
Indians still live. 

Not long after her reign, Eng-
lish influence on the Pamunkey 
Tribe convinced them to adopt 
a parliamentary-style govern-
ment ... to the detriment of the 
tribe’s women as they were not 
allowed to participate in the 
new government, she said.

For over 300 years, Pamun-
key women had no voice 
in their own tribal govern-
ment. Only in July 2012 were 
the tribal laws updated to state 
that either men or women over 
18 years of age could vote.

 “Pamunkey women 
embraced the opportunity to 
be active tribal citizens,” said 
MacCormick.

Dr. Carl Hershner, direc-
tor of coastal resource man-
agement with the Virginia 
Institute for Marine Science, 
recently spoke at Rappahan-
nock Community College 
about his research on water 
quality, wetlands ecology and 
watershed resource manage-
ment.    

“Healthy state and local 
economies and a healthy 
Chesapeake Bay are inte-
grally related; balanced eco-
nomic development and water 
quality protection are not 
mutually exclusive,” accord-
ing to the Chesapeake Bay 
Preservation Act.

The Act deals comprehen-
sively with the relationships 
between water quality and 

land use planning and devel-
opment, and assists local gov-
ernments with land use plan-
ning needs in order to meet 
water quality goals through 
the development of land use 
regulations, ordinances and 
comprehensive plans. 

Dr. Hershner explained 
how the Commonwealth man-
ages the resource manage-
ment areas (RMAs) created 
by the Act through the Vir-
ginia Department of Environ-
mental Quality and the indi-
vidual counties manage their 
assigned RMAs through local 
laws and regulations.

 Dr. Tom Mosca, chair of 
RCC’s Environmental Sus-
tainability Committee and 

Watershed expert speaks at RCC

Dr. Carl Hershner

sponsor of its Math and Sci-
ence Club, coordinated the 
event.

SCHOOL 
REPORT

Frere wins SAR oratory contest

From left, Don Smith presents 
a check to Mary Frere.

Lancaster High School 
senior Mary Frere, winner of 
the Richard Henry Lee chap-
ter, Sons of the American 
Revolution (SAR) oratory 
contest, recently addressed 
the chapter.

Frere attended Governor’s 
School; runs track and cross-
country; and plays alto sax in 
the LHS Band. She gave her 
presentation at the December 
19 meeting, reported Rebecca 
Tebbs Nunn.

She spoke about how cir-
cumstance and character, or 
the lack of it, played a part in 
the Revolutionary War in the 
actions of Benedict Arnold, 
Ethan Allen and Henry Knox, 

said Nunn. All three were 
involved in the siege on Fort 
Ticonderoga and the capture of 

60 cannon, which under Knox, 
were transported over 300 
miles of icy roads and snow-
covered mountains to Boston 
to win one of the first battles 
in America’s War for Indepen-
dence.

Frere gave insight into the 
personalities, attributes and 
drawbacks of each of the three 
men and their parts in this 
strategic, logistical action.                           

After winning a $300 award 
on the local level, Frere will 
compete in the state SAR ora-
tory contest in Richmond in 
February. She will be compet-
ing among winners from other 
SAR chapters in Virginia for 
a cash prize of $1,000.

LMS students of the week
The Lancaster Middle School PTA students of the week, 
from left, are fourth-grader Ronell Gordon, fifth-grader 
Daveon Smith, sixth-grader Nathan Forrester, seventh-grader 
Elizabeth Woolard and eighth-grader Marshall Lee.

The community has already 
elected two women to the 
seven-person tribal council, 
she added.  

In tribal communities all 
over North and South America, 
indigenous women have been 
raising their voices in defense 
of their people and the planet, 
with the message that the 
people and the planet are one, 
and that neither can survive 
without clean water. 

In Algonquin culture, women 
are spiritually connected to 
water, as men are connected to 
fire, she said. For this reason, 
indigenous women have led the 
way in campaigns against the 
destruction of our waters, most 
recently in North Dakota’s 
high-profile protest against the 
Dakota Access Pipeline. 

“The empowerment of indig-
enous women means giving 
a voice to traditional knowl-
edge about the importance of 
clean water to all of us and 
how important it is to preserve 
this life-giving resource for the 
generations yet to come,” said 
MacCormick.

The event was coordinated 
by RCC Student Support Ser-
vices administrative officer 
Lorraine Justice, who acts as 
the college’s institutional rep-
resentative with the Virginia 
network. 

 Open house
Christchurch School will 

conduct an open house from 9 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. January 16. 
Families can learn about the 
financial aid process, sports, 
performing arts, afternoon 
activities, student support, col-
lege placement, global edu-
cation opportunities and the 
Learning Skills program. 

Visitors will eat lunch 
in Cameron Dining Hall 
with program leaders and 
coaches in their areas of inter-
est. Afternoon interviews with 
admission officers are avail-
able. Complete the registration 
form at christchurchschool.
org/OPENHOUSE or call 758-
2306, ext 122.



Looking for an eye doctor?
Come see the doctor who teaches doctors!

R outinely published and  
actively lectures in his profession

Manages Ocular Disease 

Sp ecializes in Difficult Prescriptions  
(Contact Lenses/Glasses)

                Peter E. Wilcox, OD, FIAO
                Wilcox Eye Center
                Tyndall Square
                2652 George Washington Memorial Hwy.
                Hayes, VA 
                Just 2 miles north of the Coleman Bridge 

Check us out on the web at www.wilcoxeye.com

Consider Corneal Molding for yourself or your children
Provides daytime freedom from eyeglasses and contact lenses

“Stops kids eyes from getting worse every year.”

Providing cutting edge eye care and eye wear for over 25 years

BusinessNews December 22, 2016
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VA A11 

Randal R. Greene, presi-
dent and chief executive offi-
cer of Bank of Lancaster and 
Bay Banks of Virginia, recently 
announced the bank’s board 
of directors has elected Judy 
G. Sydnor to the office of vice 
president.

“Judy’s promotion to the 
office of vice president is a clear 
indication of our confidence 
in her leadership abilities. Her 
knowledge and experience help 
us better serve our customers 
every day; and our directors and 
our management team value 
her 35 years of banking experi-
ence, her commitment and her 
dedication to our company,” said 
Greene.

“Judy believes in our philoso-
phy of service excellence and 
she is an asset to Bank of Lan-
caster and our family of compa-
nies,” he said. 

Sydnor was raised in Rich-
mond County and is a graduate 
of Rappahannock High School. 
She has furthered her education 
through Rappahannock Com-
munity College and various 
bank-related classes, including 
the Virginia Bankers Associa-
tion’s Manager Certification pro-
gram.

Her career in banking began 
with the Bank of Montross, 
where she was a bookkeeper 
and proof operator, and later 
with Bank of Virginia/Signet as 
a head teller. 

In February 1998, when 
Bank of Lancaster acquired the 
Montross and Warsaw Offices, 
Sydnor was promoted by Bank 
of Lancaster to operations super-
visor and in 2004 to client ser-
vice manager. 

In 2007, she was named Bank 
of Lancaster Employee of the 
Year, a recognition she received 
from her co-workers. In Decem-
ber 2011, she was promoted 
to branch officer and became 
manager of the Warsaw office in 

September 2012 with a promo-
tion to assistant vice president in 
2014. 

Sydnor is one of the com-
pany’s most knowledgeable and 
valued financial literacy teach-
ers, going into classrooms at all 
levels and sharing the programs 
in partnership with both the 
Virginia and American Bankers 
Association for “Teach Chil-
dren to Save” and “Get Smart 
About Credit.” She also has been 
involved with Cople Elementary 
School’s Sponsors for Success 
for many years.

Sydnor is a member of the 
Richmond County Company #3 
Auxiliary, having served as both 
secretary and vice president. 
She is a member of the Rich-
mond County Board of Zoning 
Appeals.

For many years, she has raised 
funds for cancer research and 
is an annual participant in the 
Westmoreland County Relay 
for Life. She is past treasurer of 
the Westmoreland Chamber of 
Commerce. Sydnor is a member 
and trustee of  Newland Church 
of Christ. 

Sydnor and her husband, 
Roy, live in the Newland area. 
They have two grown children, 
Amanda and Jonathan.The Virginia Department of 

Forestry is spearheading an effort 
to restore what was once the most 
common tree in the uplands of 
Southeast Virginia, the longleaf 
pine.

The towering trees were nearly 
eliminated a century ago, but 
they are making a gradual come-
back after decades of restoration 
efforts. 

“Before the European settle-
ment, there were between 1 mil-
lion and 1.5 million acres of 
longleaf pine forests in Virginia. 
By 1990, there were fewer than 
200 individual longleaf pine trees 
remaining that could be confi-
dently determined to be ‘native,’ 
or originating from parent trees 
located in Virginia,” said research 
program manager Jerre Creigh-

ton at the Virginia Department of 
Forestry.  

“Today, even after decades of 
planting and recent increased 
focus on restoration, there are less 
than 10,000—and many of those 
acres are planted with seedlings 
originating outside Virginia,” 
Creighton said.  

One of the first forest exports 
from the New World was long-
leaf pine in the form of ship 
masts, turpentine, tar and pitch. 
An estimated 90 million acres of 
longleaf forests in the early U.S. 
were used for the construction of 
ships, railroads and buildings, but 
those acres often were reforested 
with loblolly pine.  

Andrew Smith, senior assistant 
director of governmental rela-
tions for Virginia Farm Bureau 

Federation said longleaf pine 
“offers a great number of ben-
efits, economically, over many 
other species. In recent years it 
has been the preferred source 
for pine straw used in landscap-
ing and it can withstand difficult 
weather and high winds.”

Creighton said the real work 
of locating and protecting the 
few remaining native Virginia 
longleaf trees began in the 1980s. 
Cone collections from those trees 
to provide native seedlings for 
restoration efforts began around 
1990. More intensive efforts 
resulting in significant seedling 
crops started in 2007. 

He said there are now 9,475 
acres of longleaf pine in Vir-
ginia and the upcoming planting 
season should help surpass the 

Virginia farm and forest-
land owners have put in place 
326 Resource Management 
Plans that cover 68,147 acres, 
according to a report released 
December 7 by the Virginia 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation.

The report covers progress 
of the state Resource Manage-
ment Plan Program between 
November 1, 2015 and October 
31. It notes the program sur-
passed its 2016 goal of 10,000 
acres covered by RMPs in the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed by 
more than 7,000 acres.

The RMP Program pro-
motes the voluntary use of 
agricultural best management 
practices that maximize water 
quality protection. Each plan 
is custom-written for a par-
ticipating farm and includes, 
at minimum, those BMPs that 
have proved most effective at 
reducing runoff pollution to 
local waters. The program also 
encourages farmers to take 
conservation to the next level.

The RMP Program was cre-
ated after passage of related 
state legislation in 2011 and its 
regulations took effect in 2014. 
DCR and the Virginia Soil and 
Water Conservation Board 
worked with representatives 
from soil and water conserva-
tion districts, agricultural com-
modity groups, conservation 

organizations, and state and 
federal agencies to develop 
program specifics.

Forty-seven RMPs cover-
ing more than 19,500 acres 
were developed in the past 12 
months and in that same time 
the program expanded into 10 
new counties in the bay water-
shed.

“We are pleased by the pro-
gression of the program as new 
participants are having plans 
written, participants are install-
ing and implementing planned 
BMPs and others are in the 
final stages of becoming certi-
fied,” said DCR director Clyde 
Cristman. 

“With each plan, we know 
we are making contributions 
toward meeting the depart-
ment’s nonpoint source pol-
lution reduction goals,” said 
Cristman. “The farmer is 
getting credit for practices 
that are installed and imple-
mented, including those prac-
tices installed voluntarily at 
the farmer’s expense, and the 
farmer can take pride in the 
fact that he or she is meeting 
a higher standard of conserva-
tion and retaining our impor-
tant soil resources.”

The DCR report notes 
the average plan coverage 
area is 209 acres. Land cur-
rently enrolled in the program 
includes 57,791 acres of crop-

land, 6,524 acres of hayland 
and 6,514 acres of pasture.

Current RMPs indicate more 
than 2,100 agricultural BMPs 
are in place to protect natural 
resources; 1,621 of those prac-
tices meet or exceed minimum 
requirements.

Some 264 BMPs installed 
or implemented using state or 
federal cost-share assistance 
have been completed; another 
625 have been proposed to 
be installed or implemented 
using cost-share assistance; 
and 1,281 are proposed to be 
installed without cost-share 
assistance.

On November 29, DCR, Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau Federation 
and the Virginia Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services introduced a sign 
that recognizes RMP-certified 
farm locations. RMP Program 
participants will be able to pur-
chase a sign to display on their 
property.

Community bankers from 
the Northern Neck, Middle 
Peninsula and the surrounding 
area recently held their annual 
holiday dinner meeting.

Guest speaker Bruce White-
hurst, president and chief 
executive officer of the Virginia 
Bankers Association, provided 
a banking timeline of the rich 
history that community bank-
ing has enjoyed and spoke to the 
value that community bankers 
bring to their localities, reported  
Patricia Gallagher of EVB.

Community bankers echoed 
their commitment to their 
respective communities. They 
articulated their mission to be 
an organization dedicated to 
preserving solid principals of 
banking to include ethics, pro-
fessional development, philan-

thropy (scholarship), economic 
development, networking and 
camaraderie, said Gallagher. 

Their new tag line, Bank-
ers Committed to Communi-
ties, is the bedrock of com-
munity banking, she said. The 
group reorganized to become 
a stronger banking coalition. 
They created an academic-
based scholarship for business 
degree-seeking students at 
accredited colleges or univer-
sities. This local scholarship 
will compliment a scholarship 
offered by the Virginia Bankers 
Association.  

The meeting concluded 
with the St. Margaret’s School 
girls ensemble who provided 
a musical performance to cel-
ebrate the holiday season, said 
Gallagher.

From left are Danny Withers, Robert and Linda Taylor with their granddaughter Katie Vanlandingham, Jerry Withers and Allen 
Clarke.

Clean Water Farm Awards presented 
at Northern Neck Soil and Water 
Conservation District annual dinner

From left are Danny Withers, Kirk and Teresa Vanlandingham 
and their daughter Mackenzie.

The Northern Neck Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
(NNSWCD) recently presented 
its annual Clean Water Farm 
Awards.

Four Northern Neck farmers 
who demonstrated a commitment 
to protecting water quality and 
soil resources were recognized at 
the NNSWCD holiday dinner on 
December 14.

Kirk Vanlandingham received 
the 2016 Chesapeake Bay 
Potomac Basin Clean Water 
Farm Award. 

“Kirk has begun utilizing pre-
cision Ag on all of the land that 
he farms in Northumberland 
and Richmond counties. He also 
plants annual cover crops and 
has no-tilled all farmland since 
1993,” said NNSWCD conser-
vation specialist Danny Withers. 
“Kirk has demonstrated knowl-

edge, experience and commit-
ment to conservation on his 
farm.”

Allen Clarke, Robert Taylor 
and Jerry Withers, who formed 
a farming partnership in 1989, 

received the 2016 Chesapeake 
Bay Rappahannock Basin Clean 
Water Farm Award for their 
efforts on the land that they farm 
in Richmond and Westmoreland 
counties. 

“Allen, Robert and Jerry have 
shown a passion for conservation 
by implementing numerous best 
management practices through-
out the years. These gentlemen 
are always eager to try various 
practices, such as utilizing cereal 
rye for cover crop and no-tilling,” 
said Withers. 

Beginning in 1998, the Vir-
ginia Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation implemented 
The Clean Water Farm Award 
Program to recognize farmers 
who utilize practices designed 
to protect water quality and soil 
resources in the Commonwealth. 
Such practices may include veg-
etative riparian buffers, cover 
crops, conservation tillage, live-
stock exclusion from waterways 
and nutrient management plans, 
as stated in Title 10.1-104.3 of the 
Code of Virginia. 

Cooperative effort drives restoration
of longleaf pine in the Commonwealth

10,000-acre mark. 
“It’s important to emphasize 

that the longleaf restoration effort 
in Virginia took a quantum leap 
forward when the multiple stake-
holders sharing an interest in 
longleaf organized into the Vir-
ginia Longleaf Pine Cooperators 
Group,” Creighton said. 

Longleaf pine seed yield is 
irregular and labor-intensive. 
With improved grafting tech-
niques being used to establish 
a seed production orchard, seed 
production is expected to even-
tually provide an annual crop of 
250,000 seedlings.

“The current importance of 
longleaf is tied to its biologi-
cal and ecological uniqueness,” 
Creighton said. “Those restor-
ing longleaf in Virginia are con-
cerned about the near-extinction 
of the species, have a passion for 
saving it and value it for its aes-
thetic beauty and high ecosystem 
diversity.” 

Resource Management Plans in 
place on more than 68,000 acres

Sydnor elected VP
at Bank of Lancaster

Judy G. Sydnor

Bankers group reorganizes

Gift Subscriptions
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As a yacht broker, Scott Vail needed his sea legs 
– and his land legs – to be at their best.   Riverside 

orthopedic surgeon Tyler Wind, M.D. helped make that possible 

with specialized hip surgery and a fast recovery. Find out how Scott 

got back to the life he enjoys without pain and with more mobility.  

 Tyler Wind, M.D.

If you’re living with joint pain 

call Northern Neck Bone & 
Joint Center at 804-443-8670 
today for a consultation.

Read Scott’s story at 
riversideonline.com/jointstories.

I knew it 
was time 
to get back 
on a sound 
footing.

The Rappahannock Art 
League Holiday Shop will con-
tinue through December 31 at 
the Studio Gallery, 19 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

Exhibiting artists continue 
to restock the gifts they cre-
ated for the Holiday Shop, said 
Anne Cotter. Lots of art and 
crafts are available for holiday 

shopping, for personal enjoy-
ment or to accessorize holiday 
party outfits.

After Christmas, everything 
will be on sale for 20% off, she 
said.

Hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Mondays through Saturdays 
except December 31 when the 
gallery will close at 1 p.m. 

Select Properties of Virginia managing broker Colleen Shaut 
recently announced Marie Edwards has joined the firm as a 
Realtor.

After a decade of visiting the Northern Neck, Edwards and her 
family have made their home in Weems, said Shaut. Marie spent 
most of her career as an advertising executive in New York City 
and Philadelphia, working in the healthcare and retail sectors.

She has a business degree, 25 years of advertising and market-
ing experiences, strong communication skills and several years 
as a licensed realtor, said Shaut. Select Properties is pleased that 
she has joined its team, she added.

The Tides Inn recently 
announced the winner of the 
Christmas Marketplace Gin-
gerbread House contest, held 
during the annual Christmas 
Marketplace, is “Cold Brew 
Cafe.” 

The grand prize this year 
was a $250 donation to a chari-
table organization chosen by 
the winner. The Northern Neck 
Food Bank was chosen to be 
the beneficiary. 

The winning gingerbread 
house, a replica of the Front 
Porch Coffeehouse, was cre-
ated by owner Terri Wessel-
man. “Cold Brew Cafe” is 
constructed entirely of edible 
candies, nuts and icing, includ-

Gov. Terry McAuliffe recently 
announced Virginia’s labor force 
expanded for the fourth con-
secutive month to 4,261,091, up 
nearly 13,800 in November, set-
ting a new record high for the 
Commonwealth.

Household employment also 
rose by nearly 10,930, the third 
consecutive monthly increase. 
Virginia’s nonfarm payroll 
employment decreased by 13,600 
in November, but remains up 
37,500 compared to November 
of 2015. 

 Virginia’s over-the-year 
employment growth was 1.0% 
in November and has been posi-
tive for 32 consecutive months. 
Nationally, total nonfarm employ-
ment grew 1.6% in November 
compared to a year ago.

 “Thanks to labor force expan-
sion and household employment 
increases, we continue to see 
clear indicators that Virginia’s 
economy is growing,” said Gov. 
McAuliffe. “There are more Vir-

ginians in the labor force now than 
ever before. However, we must 
not rest on our laurels. Right now, 
Virginia has 149,000 jobs open in 
the technology sector alone. If we 
continue to reorient our education 
and workforce development sys-
tems toward these high-growth 
sectors, we can turbo charge our 
economic growth and create new 
opportunities for Virginians in 
every corner of the Common-
wealth.”

Virginia’s seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate was up 0.1 
percentage point in November 
to 4.2% from October’s revised 
rate of 4.1%. Compared to a 
year ago, the seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate remains 
unchanged. Virginia’s season-
ally adjusted unemployment rate 
continues below the national 
rate of 4.6%. When Governor 
McAuliffe took office in Janu-
ary of 2014, Virginia’s seasonally 
adjusted unemployment rate was 
5.4%.

From left, Lynne Engstrom of White Stone suggests a basket 
by Judy Penry to Dave Ryan of Lottsburg.

RAL Holiday Shop is
open through Dec. 31

“Cold Brew Cafe” Photo by Gordon Slatford

Coffeehouse entry wins
Gingerbread House contest

■ Giving campaign
Country Cottage in White Stone will collect items for 

seniors with their annual “Thanks for Giving” campaign. Food 
items, household items, cleaning supplies and toiletries are 
needed. Clothes and blankets are also welcome. 

 Items can be dropped from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mondays through 
Saturdays and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sundays at Country Cottage, 795 
Rappahannock Drive, White Stone. 

■ Santa Paws
Coldwell Banker-Chesapeake Bay Properties in Kilmarnock 

is collecting new items for cats or dogs such as leashes, collars, 
treats, toys, canned or bag food, and grooming supplies.

Drop items from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays through Saturdays 
through December 31 at either the Kilmarnock office, 276 North 
Main Street, or the Burgess office, 14824 Northumberland Highway.

■ Seeking nominations
The Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of Commerce is accepting 

nominations for Business Person of the year to be honored at the 
annual dinner and meeting January 28 at Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club, near Kilmarnock.

Email nomination and a short description of why they deserve 
this honor by December 31, to info@lancasterva.com, visit the 
Chamber office, 129 South Main Street, Kilmarnock, or call 
Anne Paparella at 435-6092.

Employment growth continues in Virginia
 Virginia has the second lowest 

seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate among the Southeast 
states, behind Arkansas. Virginia 
was tied with Indiana and Mary-
land for the fifth best rate among 
the states east of the Mississippi. 
Virginia has the 17th lowest 
unemployment rate in the nation 
along with Indiana and Mary-
land. 

 “The announcement of a new 
record high labor force shows 
that the citizens of the Com-
monwealth are growing more 
confident in the new Virginia 

economy,” said Secretary of 
Commerce and Trade Todd Hay-
more. “More people are seeking 
work and more are reporting that 
they’ve found good-paying jobs 
here in the Commonwealth.”

In November, the private 
sector recorded an over-the-
year employment gain of 
35,200 jobs, and the public 
sector recorded an over-the-
year gain of 2,300 jobs. Com-
pared to a year ago, on a sea-
sonally adjusted basis, eight of 
the 11 major industry divisions 
experienced employment gains.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Edwards joins Select
Properties of Virginia

Jim’s
CABINET CREATIONS

ARBOR Cherry Cabinets 
& Moulding (Tops Not Incl.)

55% OFF plus an additional 10% OFF retail price

$245390

plus tax

White Stone, VA
jimscabinets@kaballero.com

For Factory Direct Pricing Call 804.435.2061

We inspect all cabinets before buyer 
receives order.

OMEGA/DYNASTY AND KITCHEN CRAFT 
CABINETS ALSO AVAILABLE 
FOR 55%/10% OFF RETAIL

DESIGN, DELIVERY & INSTALLATION 
SERVICES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE

BRING IN YOUR MEASUREMENTS TO OUR 
WHITE STONE SHOW ROOM, 

OR CALL US FOR AN APPOINTMENT

CJC

ing edible paper and ink.
It can be viewed at Front 

Porch Coffeehouse, 139 South 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Marilyn ext. 11


