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LANCASTER—The board of super-
visors on Monday approved the Virginia 
Department of Transportation’s Six-
Year-Plan for secondary road improve-
ments, with an estimated budget of 
$250,154. 

Roads expected to be paved are, by 
priority, Coleman Lane, Courtney Road, 
Smith Lane, Dymer Beach Drive, Daniel 
Drive, Pine Circle, Hudnall Lane, Green 
Road and Norris Road. 

VDOT representative Carter White 
said the work should begin in June 2017. 

District 3 supervisor Jason Bellows 
moved to approve the budget and Dis-
trict 1 supervisor Butch Jenkins, District 
2 supervisor Ernest Palin Jr., District 4 
supervisor Bill Lee and District 5 super-
visor Wally Beachamp supported the 
motion. 

Steve Kimmeth of Grafton thanked 
VDOT for a job well done. Kimmeth 
said he has property in Irvington off one 
of the secondary roads and VDOT has 
been helpful with maintenance and com-
munication. 

VDOT Lancaster supervisor Robert 
Harper informed the board that a con-
tractor will soon be replacing or repair-
ing guardrails from Chinns Mill to Lan-
caster.

He also noted VDOT is working to 
improve communication with the public 
regarding ferry operations. Beginning 
sometime in 2017, a system will be in 
place to allow the ferry operator to call 
him and he can place a message on a 
newly installed electronic board indi-
cating any communication to the public 
about the ferry, said Harper. 

He also indicated VDOT is ready for 
snow with 26 plows and plenty of salt for 
the roads. 

School facilities 
School facilities chairman Jimmie 

Carter reported to the board on infor-
mation that has been gathered during 
recent public meetings.  

“We want to be open and transparent 
to the public,” said Carter.

Public consensus shows an inter-
est to establish schools on a combined 
campus, he said.

“We think there are functional sav-
ings to be had if we had the schools 
combined and close together, especially 
with auditoriums and kitchens,” said 
Carter. “There is a long-term benefit for 
consolidating the schools.” 

He told the board there are two 
potential sites for the schools, behind 
the middle school and on Harris Road 
across from the YMCA. 

“We will be talking to the property 
owners to figure out how much they 
could sell the property for,” said Carter. 

He said VMDO Architects from 
Charlottesville has been helping to 
develop a plan and what would be best 
for the county, but their contract will 
most likely end in February. 

“I’m not opposed to bricks and 
mortar but I just don’t want to have 
more bricks and more mortar than what 
we need to have,” said Jenkins. 

“We don’t want to overbuild any-
thing,” said Carter. 

“There are certain things we can do 
in this limited society and certain things 
we can’t do,” said Jenkins. 

“We have a responsibility to our tax-
payers,” said Carter. 

“Going forward, I think it is very 
important to have this kind of dialogue,” 
said Bill Lee. 

Other items 
The board also approved: 

Gotthardt to build a two-story dwelling 
on the site of the old Weems post office 
at 3960 Weems Road.

Lauren Leo to expand an existing one-
story dwelling to a two-story at 583 
Moran Creek Road in Weems. 

Supervisors also reappointed Bill 
Lee as chairman and Ernest Palin Jr. as 
vice chairman for 2017.

CLARAVILLE—Northumberland 
schools on Monday reported a nearly 
$830,000 surplus for the budget year 
that ended June 30, according to school 
finance director Lynn Mason.

“There was an error in the state reve-
nue reporting…the final amount will be 
clarified and finalized by the auditors,” 
Mason told school board members.

According to Mason, the surplus is a 
result of $430,000 in grant revenue for 
Title 1 reimbursement from last year 
and the current fiscal year. Additionally, 
some $397,238.34 is from additional 
revenue that wasn’t recorded and in 
unspent funds. The surplus will go back 
to the county, she added.

District 3 member Gerald Howard 
proposed asking supervisors for addi-

IRVINGTON—The popularity of 
renting out privately owned homes as 
vacation rentals through online web-
sites like AirBnB and Vacation Rental 
by Owner (VRBO) is a rapidly grow-
ing business. However, some Irving-
ton participants who are not collect-
ing and paying the town’s occupancy 
tax could be facing fines and charges 
for back taxes.

At the December 8 town coun-
cil meeting, members voted unani-
mously to waive a penalty fee on one 
such homeowner, but cautioned they 
might not be as forgiving of offenders 
in the future. An occupancy tax of 2% 

“It’s the responsibility of home-
owners to pay the tax if the rental 
is for 90 days or less,” said member 
Mike Merrill.

He asked council to waive the 
fees on one offending homeowner, 
because the property owner claimed 

she was not aware that she had to pay 
the tax.

Councilwoman Fran Westbrook 
noted she was aware of seven homes 
in Irvington that are being rented 
through AirBnB and VRBO, with 
only half of those paying the occu-
pancy tax. 

In other business, Mayor Rannie 
Ransome announced three judges will 
be out at 6 p.m. tonight, December 
15, judging the commercial and home 
holiday decorating contest.

Town administrator Bob Hardesty 
reported he is getting rough estimates 
on whether to repair or replace the 
surface on the tennis courts or to relo-
cate the courts to another location on 
the North Commons. During public 
comments, Gary Hooper noted the 
courts have dangerous cracks. 

“Those courts were resurfaced in 
2007 with about a 10-year life span,” 
said the mayor.

Drive-through nativity presented
From left, John Nelson, Mary French Hutt and pastor Matthew Tennant of Kilmarnock Baptist Church portray the 
magi at Journey to Bethlehem: A Christmas Celebration. The drive-through nativity was presented by eight local 
churches last Saturday at St. Andrews Presbyterian Church. More coverage appears on page B7 and in the Scenes 
of the Season 2016 feature at RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Lancaster okays 
VDOT paving plan,
combined school 
campus is discussed

by Madison White Franks

Northumberland school administration
to review budget surplus totaling $830,000 

by Audrey Thomasson tional funding for the current fiscal 
year’s administration category “…so 
the public can have a good accounting 
of that money,” he said. 

For the past two years, county super-
visors have allocated the school budget 
by category, which is not transfer-
able between categories without their 
approval.

“My top priority is to examine where 
we are,” said acting superintendent Dr. 
Holly Wargo. 

District 5 member Gayle Sterrett 
asked Mason why the school district 
has not complied with the county audi-
tor’s suggestion that they use the same 
accounting system as the county.

“During the supervisors’ meeting, the 
county auditor said it would be more 
efficient if the school was on the same 
system as the county,” Sterrett replied.

“No one told me that,” said Mason.
“You were in the same meeting,” 

Sterrett responded.
Mason noted the school district 

uses the same software program as the 
county, but the county uses a “cash 
system” while the school system is on 
a “modified accrual basis.”

When pressed for a reason why the 
school is not complying with the auditor, 
Mason said she is complying with spe-
cific government regulations on schools.

In other business, board members 
voted 5-0 to offer teachers a $475 
tuition reimbursement per semester 
toward certification.

Amy Lamb, president of the Nor-
thumberland Education Association, 
thanked the board for appointing Dr. 
Wargo as acting superintendent and 
Robert Bailey as the middle school 
principal while Peggy Myrick is under-
going cancer treatments.

All the teachers she was able to con-
tact “…are fully supportive of both 
actions and believe they are right deci-
sions in helping our students succeed 
and our schools move forward in a posi-
tive direction,” said Lamb.

Vacation rentals are subject 
to Irvington’s occupancy tax

by Audrey Thomasson

TOWN COUNCIL, continued on page A2

Parading Christmas
Kilmarnock and Lively hosted Christmas parades last weekend. The Knights of Columbus riverboat entry above 
won the Grand Marshal’s Award in the 38th annual Kilmarnock Lighted Christmas Parade for best presentation of 
the theme “A River Christmas.” Portraying Mary and Joseph are Maria and Leo Stallings. More coverage appears 
on page D4-5 and in the Scenes of the Season 2016 feature at RRecord.com. Photo by Audrey Thomasson
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RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

Studio Gallery
19 N Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA

Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

Nov 15 - Dec 31

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

The Perfect Gift for the Season
Salted, Unsalted, Flavors, Almonds,

Chocolate Clusters, White Chocolate  
with Cranberry, Triple Nut Butterscotch

Make Your Own Gift Pack!

Go Nuts for the Holidays!

Come inside and sample at the  
Kilmarnock Antique Gallery this  

Saturday and Sunday from 12:00pm to 5:00pm

Hooper asked council to consider adding lines for pickle ball 
courts as part of the project.

“It’s the fastest growing sport in the U.S.,” Hooper said.
In a 6-0 vote, council rezoned 4265 Irvington Road from resi-

Finance committee chairman Jerry Latell reported he is look-
ing for a certified municipal auditor to audit the town’s books. 
Additionally, he is considering a mid-year budget report as well 
as a multi-year budget to project forward.

Merrill asked for a joint meeting of council and the planning 
commission to go over recommended updates to the comprehen-
sive plan. A tentative date was set for 5 p.m. January 16.

White Stone welcomes Christmas
Santa and Mrs. Claus (above)
arrived by firetruck to greet 
anxious children in White 
Stone at last weekend’s 
Winter Wonderland. The 
event included the lighting 
of the town tree, carols sung 
by the youth of Mt. Vernon 
Baptist Church and the 
White Stone Church of the 
Nazarene praise band. There 
also were free hot dogs, 
cookies and hot chocolate. 
At left, White Stone Mayor 
Randy Reeves introduces 
honorary guest Matt Bruce, 
who lit the Christmas tree 
in the village green during 
last Saturday’s Winter 
Wonderland celebration. 
Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of super-
visors will meet at 5 p.m. today, December 15, at the County 
Courts Building, 220 Judicial Way, Heathsville. 

Supervisors will hear from acting school superintendent Holly 
Wargo, Charles Dinato from Dominion Virginia Power, and rep-
resentatives from the Virginia Department of Transportation.

At 7 p.m., supervisors will conduct public hearings on: 

Road, Oyster Bay Road, Emerald Cove Road and Watermans 
Way within the Twin Harbor subdivision.

WHITE STONE—The town council will hold a special 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. tonight, December 15, in the Town Hall, 
433 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone. 

Council is expected to vote on an interim finance resolution for 
the town’s public sewer project. The resolution would allow town 
manager Patrick Frere and mayor Randy Reeves to complete and 
sign paperwork needed for an interim financing/bridge loan with 
CoBank of Denver, Colo., for up to $807,000. 

According to Frere, the town hopes to have the application 
complete by the end of the year. 

Council voted to table action on the resolution at its December 
1 meeting for further review of the financing paperwork by town 
attorney Matson Terry. 

BROWNS STORE—The 
Southeast Rural Community 
Assistance Project on Novem-
ber 16 held a workshop at the 
Northumberland County Com-
munity Center Organization 
building to help the county’s 
District 3 constituents in need 
of repairs at their home sites. 

District 3 supervisor Jim 
Long obtained the services of 
SERCAP who assisted residents 
with grants to accomplish home 
improvement that they might 
not otherwise afford, reported 

Long in a press release. 
Russ Rice, overall supervisor 

for the program, said the turn-
out for the event had the highest 
number of participants for any 
workshop held by SERCAP in 
Southeast Virginia. 

Assisting in the event were 
community activists Doretha 
Weldon and Irvin Nickens. 

Workshop leaders talked 
to the participant about home 
improvement grants as well as 

-
ers, said Long. Some items 

The Agenda
Local Government News

Town council
continued from page A1

Housing workshop held in 
Northumberland’s District 3

discussed were wells, septic, 
weatherizing programs, doors 
and windows. 

Some 56 individuals 
attended, most were catego-
rized as either homeowners 
or individuals with lifetime 
rights. Long said many pas-
tors encouraged congregants 
to attend. 

“Many of our 3rd District 
residents need these types of 
services. It is incumbent upon 
supervisors to help meet these 
needs,” he said. 

■ Blanket drive
The Interfaith Service Council recently launched its 

annual blanket drive to help neighbors in need stay warm this 
winter. Blankets are distributed free to eligible recipients in Nor-
thumberland and Lancaster counties.

Blankets, comforters or sheets in all sizes, new or gently used, 
may be delivered from 10 a.m. to noon on Mondays or Wednes-
days to the Interfaith Warehouse, 1086 Harris Drive, Kilmar-
nock, or call 435-6050. 

NEWS BREAK

KILMARNOCK—Town council will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, 
December 19, at Town Hall, 1 North Main Street, Kilmarnock. 
Council will recognize the annual holiday lighting contest win-
ners for 2016.

Mayor Mae Umphlett recently announced the residential 
winners are first, Steve and Lynn Bonner, 209 Walnut Avenue; 
second, Bernice McElroy, 133 Irvington Road; and third, Gloria 
Jones 54 Claybrook Avenue.

The commercial winners are first, Kilmarnock Lettering Com-
pany, 31 Tartan Village Drive; second, The Learning Center Pre-
school and Child Care, 217 South Main Street; and third, Foxy in 
Kilmarnock, 12 South Main Street. 

Find us on Facebook!
RRecord.com

RRecord.com
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“42ND STREET”
FEB 4 “Come and Meet Those Dancing Feet.” 

Featuring some of the greatest songs ever written.

GETTYSBURG
APR 25-27 Relive one of the memorable battles of the 

Tour, Shriver House Museum, and Ghosts of 
Gettysburg Tour.

LANCASTER, PA
MAY 16-18 “Jonah” at the Sight & Sound Theatre. Tribute to 

Patsy Cline at the Fulton Theatre, Tour of Amish 
Farmlands, Farmers Market.

BERMUDA
AUG 5-10 One of the most popular getaway cruises. Round 

trip from Baltimore. Pink sand beaches and 
beautiful turquoise surf await you.

ALASKA
SEP 6-17 Fabulous 11 day cruise/tour. Marvel at the 

beautiful glaciers, view bears in their own habitat, 
pan for gold. A vacation of a lifetime!

NEW ENGLAND
OCT 5-14 Round trip from Baltimore. Ports of call include 

Portland, Bar Harbor, Boston, St. John, and 
Halifax. A spectacular fall cruise.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

Give the Gift of Travel!
 GREAT GETAWAYS FOR 2017

Thanks for your Patronage. 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

July 1, 2016  June 30, 2017 budget: 

$1,312,000 
Amount pledged: 

$717,864 
Amount left to raise: 

$594,136 
 

 healthy community. 
 
 
 

FREE HEALTH CLINIC

The Northern Neck  Middlesex Free Health Clinic 
P.O. Box 1694, Kilmarnock, VA 22482 

Phone 435-0575   www.nnmfhc.org 
 

Please consider 

every dollar 
donated, $7 of 
healthcare is 

delivered. 

  
 

r 14,000 residents 
have received healthcare  

valued at $89 million!  

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Patrick McCranie this 
week reported charges against 
five individuals.

Felonies
Paul C. Chambers, 20, of 

Sunset Drive was charged 
December 6 with felony hit and 
run involving personal injury 
and felony destruction of prop-
erty valued at over $1,000.

Misdemeanors
A Bluff Point Road woman, 

38, was charged December 7 
with assault and battery of a 
family member.

An East Church Street man, 
54, was charged December 7 
with using profane-threatening 
language over a public airway.

A Buzzards Neck Road man, 
48, was charged December 8 
with two counts of obtaining 
money by false pretenses.

A Nuttsville Road man was 
charged December 11 with 
public swearing or intoxication.

Activity Report
December 5: Staff 

responded to the 600 block of 
Apple Grove Road to assist 
Northumberland County Sher-
iff ’s Office with a prowler; to 
the 100 block of Kathy Drive 
for theft of electronics; to the 
100 block of Kathy Drive for 
a verbal dispute concerning 
the previous report of theft; to 
the 300 block of Cherry Point 
Drive for a burglary; to the 700 
block of Levelgreen Road for 
obtaining money by false pre-
tense; and to the 10400 block of 
Jessie duPont Memorial High-
way for a minor traffic accident.

December 6: Staff 
responded to Newtown Road 
for a single-vehicle traffic 
crash; to Hickory Road for a 
suspicious vehicle; to the 8800 
block of Mary Ball Road for 
the theft of a cellphone; to the 
100 block of Lancaster Drive 
for a domestic disturbance involving damage to 
a vehicle (suspect was arrested in this incident); 
to a walk-in complaint of a stolen license plate; 
and to the 400 block of Greentown Road for an 
altercation in progress.

December 7: Staff responded to the 7600 
block of River Road to assist another deputy 
with a vehicle and foot pursuit; to the 1300 
block of Harris Road for the a domestic dis-
turbance; to the 8800 block of Mary Ball Road 
for a disorderly person; and to the 400 block of 
Lancaster Creek Drive for juveniles peeking 
into a victim’s windows.

December 8: Staff responded to the 100 
block of Greentown Road for shots fired near 
a residence; to Slabtown Road for a disorderly 
person causing problems with a school bus 
driver; to the 800 block of Nuttsville Road for 
a disorderly juvenile with emotional issues; 
to the 17800 block of Mary Ball Road for a 
domestic disturbance; to the 100 block of First 
Street for a fight in progress; and to the 17800 
block of Mary Ball Road for the theft of prop-
erty.

December 9: Staff responded to the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge for a reckless 
driver headed into the county; to a walk-in 
complaint of threats over the airway (protec-
tive order obtained for the suspect); to School 
Street for a reckless driver; to the 100 block 
of Chestnut Grove Lane for the theft of heat-
ing oil; to the 3500 block of Lara Road for a 
domestic disturbance; and to the 4300 block of 
Mary Ball Road for a missing juvenile (juve-
nile returned home before the investigation 
was complete).

December 10: Staff responded to the 100 
block of Chestnut Grove Lane for the theft of 
heating oil; to the 3500 block of Lara Road for 
a domestic disturbance; and to the 4300 block 

of Mary Ball Road for a miss-
ing juvenile (juvenile returned 
home before the investigation 
was complete).

December 11: Staff 
responded to the 100 block of 
Windmill Point Road for the 
report of a domestic distur-
bance involving weapons; to the 
200 block of Nuttsville Road 
for a domestic disturbance; to 
the 100 block of Snug Harbor 
Drive for a missing person 
involving alcohol; and to the 
100 block of Swamp Lane for 
the unauthorized use of a motor 
vehicle.

Staff also conducted 25 traf-
fic stops, issued 12 summonses, 
assisted five motorists, handled 
a call for traffic control, inves-
tigated eight building alarms, 
logged three inmate transports, 
received three E911 hang-up 
calls and fielded three calls for 
animal control service.

Fire calls
Kilmarnock and White Stone 

volunteer fire departments 
responded to a structure fire on 
Campbell Road.

White Stone VFD also 
responded to a vehicle crash on 
Johns Neck Road.

Kilmarnock VFD also 
responded to a traffic crash on 
School Street.

Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a brush fire on 
Morattico Road.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff James R. “Doc” 
Lyons this week reported 
charges against 11 individuals.

Felonies
Terry Lynn Hunter Jr., 28, 

of Heathsville was charged 
December 7 with a felony pos-
session of a Schedule I or II 
drug and a misdemeanor charge 
of possession of a Schedule IV 
drug.

Kendrick Lamar Diggs, 25, 
of Warsaw was charged December 10 on a 
direct indictment issued from the multi-jurisdic-
tional grand jury for attempt to kill and murder, 
use of a firearm to commit murder and shooting/
throwing a missile at a motor vehicle.

Misdemeanors
A Haynesville woman, 33, was charged 

December 5 with assault and battery. This was a 
Northumberland County warrant, served by the 
Richmond County Sheriff’s Office.

A Heathsville woman, 25, was charged 
December 6 with a capias to show for violating 
probation.

A Heathsville woman, 31, was charged 
December 7 with failure to appear in the West-
moreland County General District Court. This 
warrant was served by Northumberland County.

A Kilmarnock man, 57, was charged Decem-
ber 7 with resisting arrest and being drunk in 
public.

A Heathsville man, 28, was charged Decem-
ber 7 with violation of a protective order.

A Heathsville man, 75, was charged Decem-
ber 8 with obstructing communication through 
a phone to prevent calling for help and assault 
and battery.

A Heathsville man, 28, was charged Decem-
ber 8 with driving a motor vehicle while sus-
pended, crossing double lines and operating an 
uninsured vehicle.

A man, 81, was charged December 8 with 
criminal trespassing.

A Callao man, 43, was charged December 10 
with petit larceny.

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster Lions Club on December 
9 conducted a Christmas food 
basket drive in front of Tri-Star 
Supermaket in Kilmarnock.

The food drive was a “big 
success thanks to the gen-
erosity of this community,” 
reported drive chairman Lion 
Bob Reed.

“The food collected was 
more than enough to meet our 
goal and the cash donations 
enabled the Lions Club to pur-
chase a canned ham for each 
basket,” said Reed. “Our Lions 
worked Saturday and Monday 
unpacking and sorting the food 
and preparing the individual 
deliveries.” 

“Our Lions then fanned out 
across the county, deliver-
ing 26 food baskets to needy 
families. The leftover food 
was boxed and delivered to 
the Food Bank,” said president 
Lion Eileen Tullner.

“While we use the famil-

Christmas food drive fills 26 ‘baskets’

From left, Lancaster Lions Jim Schmidt, Mac Conway, M.J. Conway, Bob Reed, Eileen Tullner, 
Dale Griggs and Bill Luke packed and delivered food “baskets.”

iar term ‘baskets’ the food 
is packed in large cardboard 
boxes, providing not only the 
contents for a nice Christmas 
dinner, but also enough canned 
vegetables, cereal, pasta, pan-
cake, waffle and cake mixes, 

cookies and many other things 
to add to the families’ enjoy-
ment for the whole holiday 
season,” said Tullner. 

“We want to thank Tri-
Star for once again hosting 
the collection and especially 

thank those many generous 
individuals in our community 
who donated food or money,” 
she said. “We hope they share 
in the warmth and Christmas 
spirit our Lions feel as they 
deliver each food basket.”

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers seeks 
information regard-
ing the whereabouts of 
Dakota Leo Peele, 23.

The Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office holds 
warrants for Peele for 
failure to appear in Lan-
caster General District 
Court on December 8 
on a driving suspended 
charge.

Peele is described as 
a white male with green 
eyes and brown hair. He 
is 6 feet tall and weighs 
180 pounds. His last 
known address is 131 
Black Gum Road, West 
Point.

Crime Solvers also 
seeks information on a 
stolen van. The vehicle 
is described as a 2000 
white Dodge van, license 
number XTF1582. The 
van has a dent in the pas-
senger door and the back 
window is acrylic plastic.

The vehicle was taken 
from Howards Lane in 
the Mollusk area before 
4:30 p.m. December 7. 

Report information 
related to the where-
abouts of Peele, or the 
stolen van, to Crime 
Solvers, 462-7463.

Information useful to 
law enforcement could 
lead to a reward up to 
$1,000. Calls are not 
recorded, you don’t have 
to give your name or 
appear in court.

CRIME 
SOLVERS

Happy 
Holidays!
From our 
Family 

to yours!

Rappahannock Record

435-1701
RRecord.com

paper and 
online 

subscriptions 
435-1701
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Everyone at Lamberth wants 
to thank the community for

its support this year!
We wish you and your family a

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year
So that we may spend some time with 
our families and close out our year, we 
will be closed on the following dates:

 We will be closing Thursday, December 22 at 12:00 P.M.
for Christmas and will reopen Thursday, December 29.

We will be closing Saturday, December 31 for 
New Years and will reopen Monday, January 2, 2017.

CALLAO BUY RITE
Has A New Look

Hours:
58 Northumberland Hwy., Callao, Virginia

Come in and see our new venue. We are now a CLOTHING AND SHOE OUTLET 
STORE for men, women and children.
Clothing, coats, undergarments, pajamas, and shoes.
All items are up to 65% off regular retail.
New items added daily. Huge savings for your family.

Starting Saturday, Dec. 10 and continuing until Jan. 1, 
2017, Callao Buy Rite will donate 5% of its profits to 
Saint Jude Children’s Hospital.

Smith Point Sea Rescue vice presi-
dent Jim Bullard reported crews in Novem-
ber responded to the following calls for assis-
tance:

November 2: At 4 p.m., the captain of a 
34-foot Tartan sailboat had called Boat U.S. 
asking for a rescue. He reported he was in the 
shipping channel of the Chesapeake Bay, out 
of fuel, in irons with no wind, with darkness 
approaching.

Boat U.S. determined that their closest pro-
vider was three hours away, so they called the 
sheriff to ask for help. The sheriff called Smith 
Point Sea Rescue and Rescue I was dispatched 
from Reedville. The sailboat was towed into 
Jennings Boatyard arriving at 9 p.m. Time on 
call, 4 hours.

November 6: At 11:45 a.m., the sheriff 
received a call from a 35-foot Sea Ray cabin 
cruiser with four aboard, hard aground near 
marker 2 in the Little Wicomico River. 

Rescue I responded from Reedville. With 
the help of a local boater who carried their line 
to the cruiser in very shallow water, Rescue I 
pulled the boat off the shoal and into deep water 
where it resumed its trip under its own power. 
Time on call, 2.5 hours.

November 8: At 12:25 p.m., the sheriff 
received a call from a 34-foot sailboat with 
engine failure. Rescue I departed Reedville but 
before reaching the boat was called back when 
the captain was able to restart his engine. Time 
on call, 1 hour.

November 11: At 8:20 a.m., the captain of a 
32-foot sailboat from Beaufort, S.C., called 911 
from his mobile phone to report that his battery 
had died and he was adrift near marker 2 in the 
Little Wicomico River. 

Rescue I responded and the crew passed the 
captain a portable power pack allowing him to 
restart his engines. Rescue I then escorted the 
sailboat into Smith Point Marina for repairs. 
Time on call, 1.5 hours.

November 26: At 4:50 p.m. the captain of 
a 44-foot SailCat catamaran sailboat asked for 
assistance on VHS Channel 16. The captain 
reported that in four-foot seas in the bay off 

Smith Point he had run over a gill net and his 
props were now entangled. 

Rescue I was dispatched from Reedville and 
using its radar was able to find the sailboat in 
the dark. The captain had been able to free the 
boat from the net, but was unable to restart his 
engines. The Smith Point crew towed the sail-
boat and its three passengers to the expansive 
open dock at the Crazy Crab. Time on call, 4 
hours.

November 27: At 10:30 a.m., crews from 
Rescue I and Rescue III were dispatched to 
assist the owner of a disabled and stranded 
18-foot Seadoo jet boat aground in Hull Creek. 
Using a neighbor’s boat, the crews were able to 
recover the jet boat and tow it to the neighbor-
hood boat ramp. Time on call, 2 hours.

November 27: At 1:30 p.m., the sheriff 
received a distress call from the captain of a 
19-foot Chris Craft bow rider broken down in 
the mouth of the Coan River off the Potomac 
River. As their boat was being driven by a stiff 
breeze into shallow water the three passengers 
were able to grab a marker piling and tie their 
boat to it.

Rescue III was dispatched from Olverson’s 
Marina and found the boat with three very cold 
fishermen aboard. The boat was towed to Lewi-
setta Marina where the boaters had left their 
trailer. Time on call, 3 hours.

Bullard also reported that on November 26 
there was a tragic boating accident on the upper 
Potomac, above Smith Point Sea Rescue’s terri-
tory, when three fishermen drowned and a fourth 
survived after spending the night in the water tied 
to the overturned hull of their boat. 

Their 30-foot, 2007 boat broke apart in six-
foot seas when a cold front suddenly overtook 
them as they tried to reach shore. 

Cold fronts can turn the Potomac, or the bay, 
from flat calm into deadly seas in minutes, said 
Bullard. If the weather forecast calls for a front 
approaching, please stay off the water. 

Smith Point Sea Rescue can be reached on 
channel 16 or by calling 911. Rescue I and II are 
based on the Great Wicomico River and Rescue 
III is on Lodge Creek off the Yeocomico River.

LANCASTER—Judge R. 
Michael McKenney presided 
over Lancaster County Circuit 
Court on December 6 and 9.

Marvel Alterick Rice of 
Kilmarnock pled guilty to 
felony distribution of a con-
trolled substance and was sen-
tenced to 10 years, with all 
but two years and one month 
suspended. His driver’s license 

was suspended for six months 
and he will be placed on two 
years’ supervised probation 
once released. A second similar 

The case of Ronyece M. 
Turpin of Warsaw, scheduled 
for trial on probation violation 
on a felony conviction, was 
again continued to April 28, 
2017. She was arrested October 
28 after she failed to appear in 
court on numerous occasions.

Smith Point Sea Rescue crew hands a tow rope to a sailor in distress on November 2.

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE REPORT

LANCASTER COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson

RICHMOND—Special agent in charge Adam S. Lee of the 
Richmond Division of the FBI and chief Humberto Cardounel 
of the Henrico County Police Division recently announced a 
reward of up to $20,000 for information leading to the iden-
tification and arrest of a suspect involved in two commercial 
robberies in Henrico County, one resulting in the death of an 
employee.

On Friday, November 11, around 10 p.m., a black male sus-
pect armed with a shotgun entered Tobacco Town in the 1100 
block of Wilkinson Road, Henrico. Around 11 p.m., it is alleged 
the same black male suspect, still armed with the shotgun, 
robbed the Mountain Express in the 1600 block of Mountain 
Road, Henrico.

During the robbery that occurred at Tobacco Town the suspect 
fired a single gunshot, which struck and killed an employee. The 
victim has been identified as Rajulbhai N. Patel.

The suspect is described as a black male, wearing a dark color 
hooded sweatshirt and pants, red baseball hat, yellow kitchen 
gloves, white tennis shoes and a cloth covering the bottom por-
tion of his face. He is approximately 5 feet, 6 inches tall and 
weighs 150 to 160 pounds. The suspect should be considered 
armed and dangerous.

This investigation is being conducted by the FBI’s Central Vir-
ginia Violent Crimes Task Force, of which the Henrico County 
Police Division is a participating agency, reported public affairs 
and outreach specialist Dee Rybiski.

Report related information to the Richmond FBI field office 
at 261-1044, or https://tips.fbi.gov.

Richmond authorities
seek information on
armed robbery suspect

The case of Jerevon R. Hen-
derson of Lancaster, charged 
with violation of probation on 
a felony conviction, was contin-
ued for a third time. His review 
was continued to January 27.

The case of Kevin Lovelle 
Rich of White Stone was under 
review for a felony charge 
of possession of a controlled 
substance. After a year with a 
clean record, the case was dis-
missed.

Lisa Gail Schell of White 
Stone was scheduled for an 
appeal hearing on a misde-
meanor DWI, first offense. The 
appeal was withdrawn.

Lakia Nichelle Cockrell of 
Lancaster withdrew an appeal 
on a first offense misdemeanor 
DWI.

QUAIL HUNT COLLECTION
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Our FIV packages offer  

SAVINGS of 
15%, 20% & 30%!

$500 BRONZE MEDAL PACKAGE
FIV Price: $425 – 15% SAVINGS – Save $75!
2 Dinners * 2 Cruises * 2 Wine Tastings * Half case of DOV wine  

$750 SILVER MEDAL PACKAGE
FIV Price: $600 – 20% SAVINGS – Save $150!
4 Dinners * 4 Cruises * 4 Wine Tastings * Half case of DOV wine  
4 Oyster Tastings 

$1,200 GOLD MEDAL PACKAGE
FIV Price: $850 – 30% SAVINGS – Save $350!
6 Dinners * 6 Cruises * 6 Wine Tastings * Half case of DOV wine  

CALL THE HOPE AND GLORY INN TO BECOME AN FIV AND FOR MORE DETAILS 

804.438.6053 – OFFER EXPIRES JANUARY 31, 2017

www.hopeandglory.com

Expiration date 12/31/17. Excluded are taxes, dinner alcohol and dinner gratuities. Reservations are required for dinners and cruises.  

Some benefits are seasonal; and, some are offered only on weekends. Other restrictions may apply.

GIFT CERTIFICATES WILL BE ISSUED FOR EACH BENEFIT.

 – rated as our area’s #1 dining 

experience ;

 – the “perfect pairing” 

sipping our nationally acclaimed wine and savoring Byrd 

Seafood’s Kellum and Windmill Point oysters in our vineyard;

 – Virginia Living 
Magazine’s

Now is the time to book an FIV package and be included in a select 

group that will be offered many other opportunities throughout the 

year. It is – A GIFT THAT ONE CAN ENJOY ALL YEAR LONG!

7

The Hope and Glory Inn  

20 BEST INNS OF THE SOUTH  

,   

FRIENDS of the INN and V

Purchase a package and use the individual 
gift certificates as holiday presents!

 “I just bought  
you the cutest little 

  economic stimulus  
for Christmas.”

©2016 Chesapeake Bank  Member FDIC

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula, Williamsburg and Richmond  800-434-1181  blog.chesbank.com

S
hop locally this holiday season, and you’ll find unique products and establishments filled with friendly neighbors. And better still, you’ll 

help support the financial health of your entire community. Just go to blog.chesbank.com for a directory of more than 300 locally owned and 

operated businesses and nonprofit organizations. The Buck Stays HereSM initiative – making your holidays brighter and your economy stronger. 

SM

Sponsored by

Support your area businesses this holiday season.

■ Ferry service
The Sunny Bank Ferry is 

back in service in Northum-
berland County. The ferry was 
taken out of service on Thurs-
day, December 1, for mechani-
cal repairs to the vessel’s drive 
wheel, which operates the ferry 
pulley system.

The Sunny Bank Ferry car-
ries Route 644 traffic across 
the Little Wicomico River.

■ E.C.H.O. shelter
The Essex County Home-

less Organization (E.C.H.O.) 
will open its doors to overnight 
guests through March 1. Bay 
Transit will provide free round-
trip transportation to and from 
the shelter from four Tappah-
annock locations.

The schedule is Essex 

return 7:10 a.m.; Food Lion, 
pick up 5:55 p.m., return 7:05 
a.m.; Walmart, pick up 6 p.m., 
return 7 a.m.; Tappahannock 
Town Center, pick up 6:05 
p.m., return 6:55 a.m.; and 
E.C.H.O Shelter, pick up 6:30 
p.m., return 6:30 a.m.

NEWS 
BREAK

IRVINGTON—On Decem-
ber 8, volunteers gathered at 
the Steamboat Era Museum for 
a “Thank You” coffee. 

Nancy Travers, board presi-
dent, welcomed the group and 
thanked everyone for their 
contributions to the museum, 
reported Barbara Brecher. 

Candee Pevahouse thanked 
the museum’s docents, desk 
attendants, costumed docents, 
special project volunteers and 
Friday morning children’s 
activities leaders for their con-
tributions to a very success-
ful season, said Brecher. The 
museum had more than 500 
more visitors in 2016 then the 
previous year and many com-
ments in the guest book men-
tion the museum’s knowledge-
able and friendly volunteers.

Pevahouse acknowledged 
Helen Slatford for preparing 
40 trifles for the spring tea, 
Laura Hall for keeping track 
of the shop’s inventory, Frank 
Tetrick for his leadership of the 
Irvington Crab Festival, Cap-
tain’s Dinner hosts Randy and 
Carolyn Graham, Eric Nost 

Volunteer coordinator Candee Pevahouse presented Barbara 
Baxter an orchid plant for her volunteer work at the museum.

Steamboat Era Museum
thanks its 2016 volunteers

for his many contributions to 
the museum and Jill and Larry 
Worth for their continuing sup-
port and delicious food.

Special thanks went to Mary 
Ann McKay for leading the 
museum’s educational pro-
grams and Fran Kelly and Bar-
bara Baxter for their untiring 
leadership in recruiting volun-
teers, said Brecher.

She thanked Linn Ross for 
her work on membership and 
Candee and Fred Pevahouse for 
their tireless volunteer hours 
including Fred’s establishment 
of the museum’s library and 
Candee’s responsibilities as 
volunteer coordinator.

 Brecher also spoke about 
the new exhibits, programs and 
activities scheduled for 2017.

She reminded everyone the 
Holiday Marketplace’s last 
day is Saturday, December 17, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. All gift 
shop items are 50% off. Arti-
san’s work and books are not 
included in the sale.

■ Book sale
The Attic Bookstore at the 

Lancaster Community Library, 
16 Town Centre Drive, Kilmar-
nock is open for holiday sales 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urdays, Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays through 
December 22.

The store features fiction, 
non-fiction and children’s 
books in gently-used or like-
new condition, movies, music 
and games. Most items are 
affordably priced from $1 to 
$3. The store is operated by the 
Friends of the Library volun-
teer group. 

■ Used book sale
The Northumberland Public 

Library’s used book store will 
have a half-price sale from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
December 17.

The store is at 7072 Nor-
thumberland Highway in 
Heathsville.
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804.435.6669
74 A South Main Street 

Kilmarnock, VA
Please plan ahead for  

January events.

Thanks, Cindy & Ida

Rappahannock  
Hang-Ups, Inc.

Christmas frame 
deadline - cutoff

December 14th
Clos ing  Dece mber  23

TA K I N G  V A C AT I O N 

f rom Dec  23  -  Jan  24

Santa Paws was here!

www.ChesapeakeBayConnection.com

Kilmarnock 
276 N. Main Street

804-436-9145

Burgess 
14824 Northumberland Hwy

804-453-5999 

The COLDWELL BANKER team still 
needs your help supplying our local animal 
rescues and shelters by donating any of 
these NEW items for CATS or DOGS:

~ Leashes & Collars
~ Treats & Toys
~ Food (Canned or Bags)
~ Grooming Supplies

Thank you for 
the awesome 
photography work!

Santa Paws and his  

Coldwell Banker Helpers

“Lots of Fun for our Furry Friends”

Sullivan, there really  

is a “Santa Paws”

NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 31,  
donate supplies at our Kilmarnock  
or Burgess office, Monday-Saturday, 
9:00am-4:00pm
Thank you for your generous support!
PLEASE HELP OUR FURRY FRIENDS!

DROP OFF
at Kilmarnock or
Burgess Office

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE CONDUCT ESTATE SALES
&

Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

Antipoison
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert M. 

Jones and son, Earl, motored 
from Fairport here in their new 
Chevrolet car and spent the day 
with the former’s mother, Mrs. 
Jas. M. Jones, on Sunday.

Mrs. Hathaway Lawson and 
two children were callers of 
Miss Pearl Ketner on Thursday.

Mr. and Mrs. Luther Efford 
Jr., and little son, Edwin, were 
callers of Mrs. L. E. Efford Sr. 
on Sunday afternoon.

Mr. and Mrs. M. R. Harper 
and daughter Louise, and Mrs. 
J. M. Jones and family were 
callers of Mr. and Mrs. L. L. 
Harper on Sunday evening.

Mrs. Payton Ingram and chil-
dren of Baltimore are spending 
some time with Mr. and Mrs. 
Norman Walker and other rela-
tives here.

Mr. Jennings Hutchinson is 
in Washington visiting rela-
tives and friends.

Miss Laray Hutchison spent 
last week in the home of Mrs. 
Ruth Robertson.

Mrs. Chas. Davis spent the 
day, Monday, at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Warren.

Mr. Elmer Davis is spending 
some time in Irvington with his 
sister, Mrs. Nettie Dawson.

Glad to say Mrs. Chas. Yerby 
is still improving; hope she 
will soon be entirely well.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Haw-
thorn have returned from a 
most enjoyable honeymoon.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Do you remember?
The Kilmarnock Christmas Parade of 20 years ago featured 
honorary grand marshal William Crosby (on the trunk lid) 
and celebrity grand marshal NFL football great Willie Lanier 
(in the passenger’s seat). Lanier was paired with Crosby when 
his car broke down at the beginning of the procession, said 
Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you 
remember?” is a public service of the museum. 

Yesteryear
continued from page A6

YOUR LETTERS

The feeling of disappointment over the election results could pro-
voke Obama to take drastic action in what little time he has left. 

He has ordered a review of Russia’s hacking on the election and 
wants the results on his desk before he leaves office.

Why you ask? 
The results of this review could provoke him to take last minute and 

desperate actions to try to reverse the election results. A declaration 
of martial law, the thought of which has raised its ugly head before. 
An edict that the election was flawed and has to be redone could bring 
this country’s euphoric reaction to the Trump election to a quick end. 

He has tried for eight years to tear this country down, why should he 
stop now. I wouldn’t put anything past this man. Remember, Obama 
won’t be gone until mid-day January 20, 2017.

Bob Norman, Lancaster  

Obama’s last ditch effort

Major news sources across 
Virginia this week reported 
that First District Rep. Rob 
Wittman has announced his 
withdrawal from the 2017 
gubernatorial race.

The announcement last 
Thursday came just days prior 
to the annual Republican 
Advance gathering in Rich-
mond. At the 2015 gathering, 
Wittman announced his inten-
tions to seek the Republican 
nomination for the governor’s 
race in 2017.

According to the news 
sources, Wittman indicated he 
decided to stay in Congress 
where he serves on the House 
Armed Forces Committee and 
has a good chance of becom-
ing the next chairman of the 
Seapower and Projection 
Forces subcommittee.

Meanwhile, three other 
Republicans remain in the 
race: longtime conservative 
leader, 2014 U.S. Senate candi-
date, former senior advisor to 
president George W. Bush and 

Rep. Wittman withdraws 
from 2017 governor’s race

former Republican National 
Committee chairman Ed Gil-
lespie; Prince William County 
Board of Supervisors chairman 
and former chairman of presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump’s 
campaign in Virginia Corey 
Stewart; and Virginia Beach 
Sen. Frank W. Wagner.

Following the news, Gil-
lespie noted, “Rob Wittman 
has an important opportunity 
to work with a Trump Admin-
istration and our Republican 
majorities in Congress to 
advance Virginia’s priorities 
at a critical time for us. He is 
a good friend and a good man, 
and like countless other Virgin-
ians I am grateful for his con-
tinued leadership in and ser-
vice to our Commonwealth.” 

Republican Party of Vir-
ginia chairman John Whitbeck 
issued the following state-
ment: “Like our other three 
candidates for Governor, Rob 
Wittman would have been an 
excellent chief executive for 
the Commonwealth, and I’m 
disappointed that he won’t be 
among the choices on the ballot 
when Virginia Republicans go 
to the polls in June 2017.

“However, the Common-
wealth will continue to ben-
efit from Rob’s tireless work 
in the House of Representa-
tives. Rob Wittman has been a 
powerful advocate for both our 
armed forces and our veterans 
as chairman of the Readiness 
Subcommittee of the House 
Armed Services Committee.

“While he won’t be our next 
governor, I look forward to 
working with Congressman 
Wittman as we go forward to 
‘Make America Great Again.’”

Lt. Gov. Ralph Northam is 
the only Democratic candidate 
for governor at this time.

Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion urges the public to take 
measures to avoid spreading the 
devastating boxwood blight when 
decorating for the holidays.

Clippings in wreaths and gar-
lands have the capacity to spread 
the disease, which could deci-
mate English and American box-
wood populations along the East 
Coast.

Researchers say that boxwood 
blight could threaten the plants 
in the same way that the chest-
nut blight destroyed trees in the 
1930s.

“The boxwood is not just a 
plant. It’s part of Virginia’s cul-
tural heritage,” said Chuanxue 
Hong, Extension specialist 
in ornamental horticulture at 
Hampton Roads Agricultural 
Research and Extension Center.  

The Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation, which supplies 
backup boxwood to the White 
House, is only a few miles away 
from an infestation site via acci-
dental pathogen introduction.

The disease also was acciden-
tally introduced to the Woodrow 
Wilson Presidential Gardens last 
year.

In order to help prevent wide-
spread destruction of boxwoods, 
researchers are asking the public 
to take precautions when using 

plant cuttings, pruning existing 
plants and maintaining plants in 
household and historical land-
scapes.

Boxwood blight is caused by 
a fungal pathogen that renders 
the emerald green leaves brown 
and dry. The fungus can rapidly 
defoliate boxwood plants, lead-
ing to plant death, making the 
plants unsuitable for commercial 
sale and wiping out ornamental 
landscapes.

The disease spreads primar-
ily by infected plant materials 
and infested soil from infected 
plants. This pathogen produces 
sticky spores that attach to plant 
containers, tools, vehicles, shoes 
and clothes.

Avoiding visits to infested 
sites, purchasing and using non-
infected plant materials and prac-
ticing strict sanitation methods 
are crucial to prevent the spread 
of the disease.

The following simple steps 
are recommended to mitigate 
the spread of boxwood blight 
through holiday clippings:

cuttings are purchased, ask the 
retailer if the greenery comes 
from a supplier in the Box-
wood Blight Cleanliness Pro-
gram. Growers in this program 
adhere to current best manage-

Avoid spreading boxwood disease
when decorating for the holidays

ment practices.

boxwood greenery for symp-
toms of the disease, including 
leaf spots, leaf browning, black 
streaks on stems and leaf drop. 
Any greenery that has these 
symptoms should be double-
bagged and discarded in the 
landfill. Do not compost infected 
greenery.

over, all greenery decorations 
need to be disposed of prop-
erly—double bag them immedi-
ately and then throw in trash to be 
taken to the landfill without delay 
to avoid any unnecessary compli-
cations.

Spray Brand III with 58% alco-
hol to sanitize everything that has 
been in contact with the greener-
ies and decorations. Consumers 
are reminded to read and follow 
all label directions when using 
these products.

Virginia residents can submit 

plant samples manifesting symp-
toms of box blight to the Vir-
ginia Tech Plant Disease Clinic 
through a county Extension 
office for diagnosis and control 
recommendations. 

Boxwoods are the mainstays 
of landscapes in many historical 
sites across the commonwealth 
and an important nursery crop. 
The wholesale market value for 
boxwood nursery production is 
$103 million annually.

In an effort to understand the 
disease and take preemptive mea-
sures against the blight, Hong and 
other Virginia Tech researchers 
have partnered with North Caro-
lina State University, Oregon 
State University, Rutgers Univer-
sity, the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture-Agricultural Research 
Service and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service-Plant 
Protection and Quarantine pro-
gram. Funding comes in part 
from the Farm Bills via USDA.
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Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

Eons ago, when I moved home after 
“internal exile” away from the Northern 

Neck, I was speaking with my friend, W. R. 
Keyser, about getting order out of the chaos 
I had brought with me. He immediately said, 
“Call Iris; she’ll get it straight for you.”

Iris Garrison is his sister, whom I had 
known for many years and gone to church 
with her, but in that situation I had not 
thought of her. I called Iris, told her I was 
expecting company and we set the day, or I 
should say “days,” for undertaking the proj-
ect.

Iris inherited the Keyser “capability gene” 
in full force. As with Julius Caesar’s expe-
rience in Gaul, Iris came, Iris saw, and Iris 
conquered. In what seemed no time she 
brought order out of chaos and the company 
came, never knowing the rush through which 
we had passed getting ready for their arrival. 
I realized those many years ago that Iris was 
a person fully able to address any situation 
with a clear-cut sense of direction.

Iris and her eight brothers and sisters grew 
up on a delightful farm in Mila, which for 

new arrivals is a satellite city of Wicomico 
Church. There her father grew a legend-
ary garden, specializing in delicious can-
taloupes, the secret of which he said was 
growing them on a slope where they could 
get the necessary moisture, but not sit in soil 
that was too wet. He raised his large family 
by growing crops and food, and working on 
the water. 

After her father’s untimely death in 1982, 

Iris, her own four daughters by then grown, 
devoted herself to the in-home care of her 
mother. The two of them enjoyed a wonder-
ful quality of life together, popping around in 
Iris’s pickup and entertaining at home each 
year on Mrs. Keyser’s birthday. Mrs. Keyser 
had been born a short distance down the road 
on July 19, 1909, in “Wicomico View” the 
same night as Sam Conley, the longtime pro-
prietor of the market in Wicomico Church. 
Both her family, the Sissons and the Conleys 
were living there at the time. 

After her marriage, she and her husband 
moved to the home that for many always will 
be identified as the Keyser home place, set 
on the crest of the famous cantaloupe slope, 
making an idyllic traditional farmhouse set-
ting, reminiscent of a Currier and Ives print. 
Iris’s father had planted an avenue of white 
pines along the curving road leading up to 
the home and the interior matched the charm 
of the exterior.

During her father’s life, her parents shared 
the property with his pet Nubian goat, Dia-
mond, a truly delightful animal, who greeted 

each of the cantaloupe customers as if he 
or she was coming for no other reason than 
to see Diamond. Some dogs think they are 
people, but Diamond thought she was a dog, 
expecting to be petted and addressed.

Another Keyser gene that Iris has inherited 
from her father is the inability for hair to turn 
gray. In all the decades I have known her, she 
has yet to get her first silver strand. 

Her youthful appearance accompanies 
her profound level of wisdom. Iris is a deep 
thinker and prescient observer of the passing 
current, always ready with witty and telling 
comments on what is happening around her.

This coming Tuesday, according to Iris’s 
daughter, Nora, Iris will become an octoge-
narian. Nora is a very dependable person and 
I am taking her at her word, although visually 
I am inclined to drift towards skepticism. Iris 
is one of the people who make the Northern 
Neck the delightful place it is to live. She is 
ever cheerful, contributing in her own way to 
enriching the lives of all who know her.

Happy Birthday, Iris, even if Nora has 
exaggerated your age! Ad multos annos!

There her father grew a 
legendary garden, specializ-
ing in delicious cantaloupes, 
the secret of which he said 
was growing them on a slope 
where they could get the nec-
essary moisture, but not sit 
in soil that was too wet. 

Focal Point

Christmas comes to Steptoe’s District, Kilmarnock.

Photo by Marshall Sebra

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

YESTERYEAR

A December 8 letter in the 
Record, “Who will pay?,” is on 
the money in criticizing three 
Northumberland school board 
members, Mrs. Christopher, Mrs. 
O’Bier and Mrs. Sterrett.

The three women’s ill-con-
ceived removal of the middle 
school principal has cost the 
county thousands of dollars. 
And now it may cost hundreds of 
thousands because the principal 
is suing.

The letter is correct, there are 
legal ways to remove a poor per-
forming school employee. But 
for some reason the three women 
turned their cabal into a forum to 
remove the principal at all costs 
and without due process. As a 
result, the county is being bled 
dry because of their nefarious 
actions and the resulting attor-
ney’s fees.

Yes, voters will remember their 
actions the next time we vote.

Frank Kober, Ed. D.,
Heathsville 

Northumberland
citizens will pay

In his recent letter to the editor, 
Mr. Kling identified himself as 
the chairperson of the Northum-
berland planning commission.

In that letter, he suggested that 
the decisions of the majority of 
the school board will negatively 
impact future business develop-
ment in our county. This opin-
ion is very disheartening to our 
school employees, who are truly 
dedicated to the children of Nor-
thumberland County. It also is in 
direct contrast to the actions of 
our board of supervisors, who 
have been truly supportive of our 
schools, staff and instructional 
programs. 

I would like to emphasize to 
Mr. Kling that the schools in Nor-
thumberland are staffed by highly 
educated, professional personnel. 
Anyone looking to make Nor-
thumberland their home for both 
their family and business would 
see that our schools are a true 
asset for our community. 

Have you visited our schools, 
Mr. Kling? Have you talked with 
our teachers? Or have you, like 
many of the citizens who speak 
at board meetings, simply made 
assumptions based on misinfor-
mation or from only hearing one 
side of a multi-faceted series of 
events with many perspectives? 

I offer an alternative to those 
who offer opinions without being 
involved in the schools and that 
is to volunteer in the schools 
making a positive difference in 
the life of a student. 

Writing letters and making 
comments at a board meeting 
are easy; they do not require the 
efforts of devoting quality time 
on a consistent basis to a child. 
Our students would greatly ben-
efit from your involvement in 
their lives as a volunteer, mentor 
or tutor. 

I thank our board of supervi-
sors for their ongoing and con-
sistent support of our schools and 
our instructional programs. It is 
truly appreciated. 

Mrs. Amy S. Lamb, president, 
Northumberland Education 

Association

Volunteer: Help
make a difference

Federal funding for bridges 
and structures received by the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation is structured to 
encourage maintaining bridges 
in a minimal state just above 
“structurally deficient.” A 
bridge just above minimum is 
not a tool for economic devel-
opment.

Truck traffic is often used as 
an indicator and benchmark of 
commercial viability and eco-
nomic health. Since 1990 com-
mercial truck traffic on the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge has decreased by 
25%. As we know, everywhere 
else in the Commonwealth 
has become more congested 
with truck traffic so these 
numbers are especially stark 
in contrast with the growth 
elsewhere. These numbers 
were culled from VDOT's own 
Route 3 Corridor study final-
ized in May 2016.

In a region with no rail tran-
sit truck traffic is an especially 
poignant indicator of eco-
nomic health. We can torture 
economic data from various 
sources; however, commer-
cial truck volume is an indi-
cator that we can't dispute. 
The economy on the Northern 
Neck is in perennial decline.  

This region deserves more 
than a functionally obsolete 
and “minimum” gateway to 
the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula. 

Our best source of revenues 
from taxes comes from jobs 
and well paid employment of 
a youthful and educated work-
force. 

A modernized bridge would 
serve both as an appropri-
ate gateway to the region 
and, like the rest of Virginia, 
let business and infrastruc-
ture investors know we are 
open for business that aligns 
with and supports our current 
regional comprehensive plans.

Your written support to 
VDOT for this specific pur-
pose is necessary. Links and 
addresses are available at 
replacerobertonorrisbridge.
org. The cutoff to provide your 
commentary and support to 
VDOT before the first round 
of project candidate selec-
tion cuts is December 22, 2016.

Susan Lovelady,
White Stone

Comments due
on Norris Bridge

We are so blessed to live in a 
community where the residents 
and businesses truly care about 
the less fortunate in the Northern 
Neck.

Because of Food Lion’s “Holi-
days without Hunger” program, 
and so many of you that pur-
chased these special boxes, we 
were able to give away over 1,000 
pounds of food.

This time of year can be tough 
financially. A six-pound box may 
not seem like much, but it can 
make a huge difference. God 
bless the Northern Neck.

Karen Sciacchitano,
White Stone Church of the 

Nazarene

Caring for others
is a true blessing

(Reprints from the December 16, 1926, issue 
of the Rappahannock Record)
Foxwells

Miss Frances Meekins is suffering, at present, 
with tonsillitis; we sincerely hope she may soon 
be out again, as it is too near Xmas now to be 
bothered with such things.

Mr. Walker of Baltimore spent last week with 
his aunt, Mrs. T. H. George.

The Christmas program will be given Monday 
night in the Baptist Church here, December 
27th.   Those in charge of the entertainment are 
as follows: Mrs. B. A. Croasdale, Mrs. Pauline 
Sommers, Mrs. Marrion Crandall and Mrs. 
Emma Beage.

Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Landin spent the week-
end in Baltimore.

Mr. and Mrs. Beage have a fine radio in their 
home; as has also Capt. and Mrs. Barney George 
and several others around here, that your corre-
spondent has not been able to get their names.

Mr. Clarence Davis and two sons, Joseph and 
Milton, and Mrs. Cornelia Linden, surprised the 
Medames Croasdale Sunday morning by driv-
ing down from Emmerton and spent the day 
with their relatives.

And a greater surprise than that even hap-
pened in the same home that day. Mrs. Mina 
Werner of Baltimore (the Croasdale’s sister) 

and her son George and another son. Mr. W. J. 
Werner, with wife and daughter of Alexandria, 
drove in about 10:30 from Alexandria and spent 
a very pleasant day with Mrs. Werner’s sisters, 
Mrs. Lorell Croasdale and Mrs. B. A. Croasdale.

Mr. Hathaway and Jack Lawson visited their 
brother Sunday, Mr. P. G. Lawson.
Ball’s Neck

Mr. Harry Thermin of Nebraska, who has 
been visiting relatives here, has returned to his 
home.

Miss Ethel Steuart has been on the sick list 
for several days.

Wayland Doggett of Weems was seen in our 
midst Sunday.

Miss Alma Ball Hudnall visited her friend, 
Thelma Hopkins last week. Miss Mary Pierce 
Hudnall and Sarah Hudnall were callers in the 
same home on Sunday afternoon.

We are glad to note that Mr. Silas Whita-
ker’s finger is very much better after being so 
severely mashed.

We are very sorry to learn of the illness of Mr. 
Samuel Harding and wish him a speedy recov-
ery.

Miss Fannie Coles is recovering slowly from 
a sprained ankle.

YESTERYEAR, continued on page A7

Blame it on the weather, or 
global warming. 

Blame it on President Barack 
Obama, Hillary Clinton, or 
president-elect Donald Trump. 

Blame it on the Russians, or 
the Mexicans.

Blame it on the cat, or the 
dog.

Blame it on the kids, or the 
parents.

Blame it on the neighbors, or 
the in-laws.

Blame it on the past, or the 
future.

No matter where you place 
the blame, the fashion savvy 
experts are suggesting the 
tacky sweater is out—just 
when you thought you had 
found the perfect tacky sweater.

Now, it’s all in the necktie. 
But there are boundaries.

Apparently the blinking, 
light up, Christmas tie is out 
this season, as well as most 
Santa novelty neckwear. Think 
liberal.

They’ve been replaced by 
simple Christmas ornament 
prints, Snoopy in a Santa hat, 
stars, mistletoe, ugly sweater 
prints, tangled lights, pepper-
mint candy cane stripes, tra-
ditional red and green plaids, 
wreaths, jumping reindeer, 
Christmas trees and argyles. 
Yeah, conservative.

Go figure.
Santa surfing, sailing or 

fishing is always hip. And any 
Peanuts tie is in.

All materials and any width 
are acceptable in the color of 
your choice as long as you’re 
not clashing too much. 

Nativity scenes and other 
Christian themes remain popu-
lar.

Solids, stripes and prints in 
traditional red, green, white 
and gold are always in vogue. 
Pastel versions will work upon 
the proper application, but 
be cautious when it comes to 
neon—unless of course it’s a 
Jerry Garcia.

Musical ties are frowned 
upon, but music themes are 
okay.

You can apply these same 
parameters to bow ties. 

And accessorize with sus-
penders, vests, scarves, socks 
or pocket squares.

Hanukkah and Kwanzaa ties 
are appropriate options if the 
shoe fits.

If you’re like me, anything 
goes as long as it’s comfort-
able. If your choices don’t sit 
well with the fashion police, 
consider yourself a trendset-
ter; by next year the rest of the 
world will catch up. 

My favorites are a Looney 
Tunes Bugs Bunny and Friends 
meets tangled lights, a 12 days 
of Christmas tie, a reindeer 
bluegrass band, Santa getting a 
boost from Rudolph up to the 
rooftop, a faded Santa print, 
and a “let it snow-man.” 

Add a couple solids, stripes 
and prints in seasonal hues and 
I’m set for any holiday occa-
sion.

Let’s get merry.
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Support Your Local Businesses
This Holiday Season

Keep Christmas Close to Home

Northumberland
Pharmacy

Gift Certificates Available
Select Cards & Gift Items

Home Health & Durable Medical Equipment

6954 Northumberland Hwy, Heathsville, VA

Gift Certificates Available
Select Cards & Gift Items

Home Health & Durable Medical Equipment
FREE Local Delivery

Jean’s Bargain
Center

“Why Buy New When Used Will Do”

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

New & Different Miscellaneous Items

Holiday Savings!
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-5  Sat: 10-5  804-580-2850

Route 360  Between Heathsville & Burgess

We’re here to keep you going . . .

804-333-4635                   804-435-6338

Rappahannock Record
Great Holiday Gift

1 Year $27.00

Give the gift that keeps on giving...

Dunn-Rite Auto Group

60 Hawthorn Ave, Kilmarnock, Va.
(at the Walmart light)

Thyme In A Basket
Home Accessories and Unique Gifts

12 Days of Christmas 
Daily Specials
804-443-4626

325 Queen Street, Tappahannock, VA

Chesapeake Commons Shopping Ctr. 

Fresh Seafood for the Holidays
Great Wine Selection

T-TOWN TACK
WORK AND WESTERN WEAR

804-443-4614

Cindy Lloyd Design
5011 Richmond Road

Warsaw, Virginia

804.333.6463

Hunter Douglas Window Fashions
 Draperies and Top Treatments

 Area Rugs and Decorative Accessories

 Furniture  Design Consultations

featheryournestcindylloyddesign.com

Don’t know what they want or 
need? An ACE Gift Card is

always the right color & size.
Open 7:30-5:00 M/F  7:30-4:00 Sat

3010 Northumberland Hwy.
Lottsburg, VA  ~ allisonsacehardware.com

Mosaic Consignments & Gifts, LLC
Furniture, Home Decor, 

Newly & Gently Used,  
Jewelry & More!

804-529-1030

153 Northumberland Highway  Callao, Virginia

Made in Virginia 
Products

Custom Sewing and Embroidery
Slip Covers – Window Treatments

1417 Tappahannock Blvd., Tappahannock

SEW HAPPY
25 Days of Christmas Specials

Merry Christmas Hours for  
Great Gifts & Wonderful Things

Wed., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 10am-5pm
15170 Northumberland Hwy (Rt 360) Burgess, VA

804-453-4553

SECONDHAND ROSE
A UNIQUE SHOPPING EXPERIENCE

FURNISHINGS, JEWELRY, CLOTHING, GIFTS & COLLECTIBLES

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
Thank you for your support . . . 

We look forward to seeing you next year!
                                       -Sue Warwick, Owner

Closed Dec. 24, 25, 31 and Jan. 1   Reopen Jan. 4
Edwardsville, Virginia    804-580-2084

Athena Vineyards & Winery
Great Gifts for Christmas!

50% Off All Wines

Tasting Room:
3138 Jessie duPont Highway  Heathsville, VA

804-580-4944  www.athenavineyards.com

Kids’ Closet
Children’s Consignment

& Maternity

Holiday Sale
Mon-Sat 10:00-5:00

5458 Jessie DuPont Memorial Hwy

The Christchurch School Cantorion, 
under the direction of Mark Parsons, 

participated in “The Holly & The Ivy” 
December 5 at Historic Christ Church & 
Museum in Irvington.. 

The cantorion sang holiday favorites 
such as “Carol of the Bells” and “Ding, 
Dong, Merrily on High” as well as the 
16th-century Spanish carol “Riu, riu 

chiu,” reported Foundation for Historic 
Christ Church education director and 
curator Robert J. Teagle.

Joining them was The Chesapeake 
Chorale, under the direction of Dr. Cheryl 
Brown Davis and accompanied by organ-
ist Denise Cromer, said Teagle. The cho-
rale performed classics such as Handel’s 
“Hallelujah Chorus” and “Auld Lang 

Syne” as well as a number of traditional 
English carols. 

About 200 people attended the annual 
event, which collected a pallet of non-
perishable items for the Northern Neck 
Food Bank, said Teagle.

To hear some of the performances visit 
christchurch1735.org and click on the 
YouTube link at the top of the page. 

The Christchurch School Cantorion

Some 200 folks attended ‘The Holly & The 
Ivy’ at Historic Christ Church & Museum

RICHMOND—Freezing tem-
peratures can have negative effect 
on the home, including burst pipes 

and roof damage from the weight 
of snow and ice.

“It is important to use caution 
and take steps now to prevent 
damage to your home before the 
cold weather sets in,” said Sam 
Rooks, vice president of under-
writing and policy services for 
Virginia Farm Bureau Mutual 
Insurance Co. “It’s important to 
check with your insurance agent 
and make sure you have the cover-
age you need should a loss occur 
from cold or inclement weather.”

To prevent weather-related 
damage from snow, ice dams and 
frozen pipes, the Insurance Insti-
tute for Business & Home Safety 
offers tips at disastersafety.org/
freezing-weather.

With snow, it is important to 

strengthen a roof to make sure it 
can handle the weight of potential 
ice or snow. For ice dams—ridges 
of ice that form at the edge of a 
roof and prevent melting snow to 
drain off the roof—increase insu-
lation above ceilings to prevent 
damage. Keep all drains, scup-
pers, gutters and downspouts free 
of debris and vegetation that could 
cause water to pool.

To prevent frozen pipes, keep 
all entries to unheated spaces 
closed as much as possible. When 
extreme cold weather is predicted, 
let faucets drip to prevent freezing 
water inside pipes. Leave cabinets 
open or use a fan to increase warm 
air circulation around pipes adja-
cent to exterior walls. 

Insulate all pipes using pipe 
insulation. Ensure all cracks, holes 
and other openings on exterior 
walls are tightly sealed with caulk 
or insulation.

Prepare residences
for winter weather


