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KILMARNOCK—The 38th annual Kilmarnock Lighted Christmas Parade, 
sponsored by the Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of Commerce, will be held at 
7 p.m. Friday, December 9. The theme is “A River Christmas.”

Smith Point Sea Rescue will serve as grand marshal, reported chamber pres-
ident Anne Paparella.

Pre-parade activities will start with music and refreshments along Main 
Street at 5:30 p.m. Santa will visit from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the Kilmarnock 
firehouse, 71 School Street, Kilmarnock.

The Rappahannock Record will 
publish letters to Santa in the 

December 22 Christmas Greetings 
special section.

Deliver letters to the Record 
office by noon Monday, Decem-
ber 12. If letters are written as a 
class project, teachers are urged to 
submit them by Friday, December 9.

Letters should be written with a 
dark pencil or ink and include the 
child’s name, age and hometown. 
Parents, teachers and others are 
asked to make certain the letters are 
legible. Please include the teacher’s 
first and last names with class sub-
missions.

The letters should be short and 
concise so Santa can read them 
quickly.

Email letters to editor@rappre-
cord.com, send to Rappahannock 
Record, P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, 
VA 22482, fax to 435-2632, or 
deliver them to the Record office 
at 27 North Main Street. There is 
a delivery slot in the front door for 
after-hours submissions.
Coloring contest

The Record’s 2016 Holiday Col-
oring Contest also is under way. 
The contest is open to ages 4-10. 

First-, second- and third-place 
winners in age groups 4-6, 7-8 and 
9-10 will be awarded prizes. Deci-
sion of the judges is final.

Pick up a coloring page at the 
Record office, 27 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock, or download 
pages at www.RRecord.com.

All entries must be received by 5 
p.m. Monday, December 12.

Winning entries and others, as 
space allows, also will be published 
in the Christmas Greetings special 
section.
Ad deadline

The deadline for businesses, 
organizations and individuals to 
submit display ads for placement 
in the Christmas Greetings special 
section is also 5 p.m. December 12.

Submit advertisements to mail@
rapprecord.com, or call the adver-
tising staff at 435-1701.

Santa letters
and coloring
contest entries
are now due

Visits with St. Nick
Santa has been appearing all over the Northern Neck recently, like this 
jolly ol’ St. Nick at the Golden Village Christmas at Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s 
Tavern in Heathsville last Saturday. Just how does he get up the chimney? 
According to the poem, “A Visit from St. Nicholas,” it’s simple: “And laying 
his finger aside of his nose and giving a nod, up the chimney he rose.” To 
find Santa in the community this week, consult the Upcoming  Calendar on 
page B2. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

‘A River Christmas’
parade slated Friday

HOT SPRINGS—The Rappahan-
nock Record recently took top honors 
in the Virginia Farm Bureau Federa-
tion’s 2016 Journalism Awards com-
petition among weekly newspapers 
for the most complete agriculture 
coverage in the Commonwealth.

The awards were presented Novem-
ber 28 at the opening luncheon of 
the VFBF annual convention at The 
Homestead in Hot Springs.

“We continue to be impressed by 
the amount of coverage modern media 
gives to agriculture,” said VFBF pres-
ident Wayne F. Pryor. “These report-
ers are dedicated to covering many 
of the same issues of concern to our 
Farm Bureau members and they often 
present them in ways to which the 
average reader or viewer can relate. 
We are pleased that our media repre-
sentatives are making agriculture cov-
erage a priority.”

The Rappahannock Record “con-
sistently covered local and state farm 
news while showing the interaction 
between Northern Neck agriculture 
and other aspects of life in the region,” 
the judges wrote. They added that the 
paper’s Fiction or Fact column “does 

Rappahannock Record earns 2016 VFBF journalism award

Virginia Farm Bureau Federation president Wayne F. Pryor (left) 
congratulates Rappahannock Record editor Robert Mason Jr. 

a good job of tackling questions that 
may be confusing to consumers, such 
as Meatless Mondays or commercial 
chicken production.”

Rappahannock Record editor Robert 
Mason Jr. accepted the award on 
behalf of the news staff. The Record’s 
entry included a mix of features, news 
and photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi, 
Audrey Thomasson and Madison 
White Franks; columns by Henry Lane 
Hull and Mason, and press releases 
from the VFBF and other agriculture-
related sources, he said.

Honorable mention in the weekly 
category went to the Tidewater 
Review in West Point.

The Free Lance-Star in Fredericks-
burg earned the 2016 Ishee-Quann 
Award for Media Excellence, which 
recognizes the best of all entries in the 
annual competition.

The award is named in part for 
Jeff Ishee, the near-legendary radio 
farm reporter who works in farm 
news for Harrisonburg’s WSVA 
radio, hosts the PBS Virginia Farm-
ing television program and operates 
On the Farm, a daily, web-based 
farm news service.

The late Homer Quann was WSVA’s 
farm news director for several decades 
and was known as the most dedicated 
agricultural reporter in Virginia. He 
constantly reminded listeners that the 
station’s call letters stood for “Serving 
Virginia Agriculture.”

The Free Lance-Star also captured 
the Members’ Choice Award, which 
honors media nominated by Farm 
Bureau members.

Vic Bradshaw, a reporter for the 
Daily News-Record in Harrisonburg 
won the daily newspaper competi-
tion. Honorable mention went to Jake 
Zuckerman and James Pinsky of The 
Northern Virginia Daily in Strasburg.

The news team at WHSV TV 3 in 
Harrisonburg won the television cat-
egory and Frank Wilt of WSVA won 
the radio category.

The recent recognition marked the 
10th time the Record has won the 
weekly newspaper category since 
2005. The Record also received hon-
orable mention in 2015 as well as the 
Ishee-Quann Award in 2011, 2012 
and 2014.

More VFBF convention coverage 
appears on pages A6 and D4.

RICHMOND—Dominion Power’s 
response to a State Corporation Com-
mission (SCC) request to explore 
alternative methods for the power 
lines crossing the Rappahannock 
River came as no surprise to those 
opposed to towers. 

The company’s response, which 
came in the final hours before the 
commission’s deadline of October 31, 
stated their tower plan was more cost 
efficient than the alternatives.

Some residents of Lancaster and 
Middlesex counties aren’t happy 
with Dominion’s proposal to build 10 
towers east of the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge. They object to the 
environmental impact of the towers 
that they say would permanently scar 
the pristine view of the river and hurt 
the area’s tourism industry.

In the filing, Dominion project 
manager Wesley D. Keck testified 
on alternatives proposed in a lawsuit 
filed to stop the construction of new 
towers by local business owner Wil-
liam Barnhardt.

Keck said that while Barnhardt’s 
first option of running overhead lines 
that connect to the bridge would not 
require new right-of-way in the river, 
it would require a longer route and 
building of a transition station. 

“It does not resolve the identified 
need for the rebuild project and would 
result in violations of mandatory 
North American Electric Reliability 
Corporation (NERC) standards…and 
should not be considered,” Keck testi-
fied.

Additionally, he stated the new stan-

dards of transmission line would add 
nearly two million pounds of addi-
tional weight to the bridge. According 
to the filing, the Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) previ-
ously indicated that with the addi-
tional weight, they would have to 
lower weight restrictions to 21 tons 
for a single-axle vehicle, 25 tons for 
a multi-axle vehicle and bar the cross-
ing of overload or permit vehicles.

Currently, the bridge has a 45-ton 
posted weight limit, which a loaded 
18-wheel tractor-trailer can weigh.

Barnhardt’s second option of trench-
ing an underground line would avoid 
direct disturbance to some existing 
oyster leases, Keck noted. However, it 
would require seven trenches, extend 
the route and also require a transition 
station.

Keck put the costs of option one at 
$35 million and option two at $92.3 
million. He said the costs for Domin-
ion’s proposed 115 kV tower option is 
$26.2 million, which extends to $26.3 
million if they go with a 230kV alter-
native. 

“The company believes that the 
proposed 115 kV overhead route is 
the least costly and most robust solu-
tion that meets all aspects of the iden-
tified need and reasonably minimizes 
adverse impact to the scenic assets, 
historic districts and the environment 
of the area concerned,” Dominion 
stated in its filing. 

“Dominion is going to have to 
justify and defend these exorbitant 
estimates,” said Barnhardt’s attorney, 
Michael York. “I don’t think they can. 

Dominion Power’s 
response to SCC 
on alternatives for 
proposed tower 
project doesn’t 
satisfy opponents

by Audrey Thomasson

POWER, continued on page A2 CHRISTMAS PARADE, continued on page A2
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“42ND STREET”
FEB 4 “Come and Meet Those Dancing Feet.” Featuring some 

of the greatest songs ever written.

GETTYSBURG
APR 25-27 Relive one of the memorable battles of the 

Tour, Shriver House Museum, and Ghosts of 
Gettysburg Tour.

LANCASTER, PA
MAY 16-18 “Jonah” at the Sight & Sound Theatre. Tribute to 

Patsy Cline at the Fulton Theatre, Tour of Amish 
Farmlands, Farmers Market.

BERMUDA
AUG 5-10 One of the most popular getaway cruises. Round 

trip from Baltimore. Pink sand beaches and 
beautiful turquoise surf await you.

ALASKA
SEP 6-17 Fabulous 11 day cruise/tour. Marvel at the 

beautiful glaciers, view bears in their own habitat, 
pan for gold. A vacation of a lifetime!

NEW ENGLAND
OCT 5-14 Round trip from Baltimore. Ports of call include 

Portland, Bar Harbor, Boston, St. John, and 
Halifax. A spectacular fall cruise.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

Give the Gift 
of Travel!

 GREAT GETAWAYS FOR 2017

The chamber sponsors the 
parade with partners, Lancaster 
County Economic Develop-
ment Authority, the Lancaster 
board of supervisors, Tri-Star 
Supermarket, Two Rivers Com-
munications and Dominion Vir-
ginia Power, said Paparella.

The parade route will extend 
from Chesapeake Commons 
Shopping Center and continues 
along Main Street to Irvington 
Road and ends on School Street.

There will be no parking 
along Main Street in Steptoe’s 
District after 6 p.m. The shop-
ping centers on North Main 
Street, Lancaster Square and 
Chesapeake Commons will 
close for both entering and exit-
ing at 6:45 p.m. until the parade 
concludes around 8 p.m. Please 
plan accordingly, said Papa-
rella.

Parade lineup

Parade Banner, LHS Cheerleaders

Cheerleaders

Economic Development Author-

Cheerleaders

Honor Guard

Bedell

Lyons 

Smith 

and AnaCris Lapera, Paul and Rose 

Linda Coye

Cydney Player

Rescue 

horse with wagon 

wagon

Lancaster 

Olympics

Point

Rescue Vehicle 
-

eral Hospital

Kilmarnock

Conference 

Convalescent and Rehabilitation 
Center

-
terbury

We’re confident that both (of 
Barnhardt’s) options would be 
less costly than those hideous 
towers. Secondly, Domin-
ion also ignores an important 
hidden cost of the towers. 
Because of their proposed 
location, it will probably cost 
the state untold millions when 
it comes to replacing the Norris 
bridge.”

York noted that should the 
bridge be replaced or widened, 
the proposed towers proxim-
ity 100 feet off the bridge plus 
all the fenders in the water to 
protect the towers from boat-
ing accidents, would be a 
severe handicap to large cranes 
brought in for any bridge work.

“That should all be included 
in their costs,” he said.

Dominion’s filing also 
revealed that the company sent 
a letter to VDOT on October 
14, just days before their filing 
deadline, requesting additional 
information on the bridge, 
including replacement plans. 

An SCC examiner is 
expected to hold a status hear-
ing by telephone at 2 p.m. 
December 8 with the attor-
neys representing the parties 
involved in the case. 

Christmas parade
continued from page A1

Volunteers purchase lottery ticket
From left, Lancaster Community Library volunteers Anne 
Warner and Candee Pevahouse display a Library Lottery 
Ticket they purchased jointly for a chance in the Early Bird 
drawing which ends on December 16. Pay only $95 and be 
entered into the Early Bird drawing for $1,000. The grand prize 
is $10,000 and first prize is $2,000. The grand prize drawing 
will be held January 14. To purchase tickets, visit the library, 16 
Town Centre Drive, Kilmarnock, or call 435-1729.

Power
continued from page A1

FREDERICKSBURG—
Service on the Merry Point 
Ferry in Lancaster County 
resumed December 6.

The ferry was taken out of 
service December 2 for repairs 
to the vessel’s drive wheel, 
which operates the vessel’s 
pulley system, reported  Kelly 
Hannon of the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation.

However, the Sunny Bank 
Ferry in Northumberland 
County remains out of ser-
vice until further notice. The 
Sunny Bank Ferry was taken 
out of service December 1 for 
mechanical repairs. A replace-
ment part has been ordered.

 The Merry Point Ferry car-
ries Route 604 traffic across 
the Western Branch of the 
Corrotoman River. The Sunny 
Bank Ferry carries Route 644 
traffic across the Little Wic-
omico River.

VDOT announces
area traffic projects

Meanwhile, painting will 
continue through Saturday, 
December 10, on the Downing 
Bridge at Tappahannock. The 
bridge carries Route 360 traf-
fic across the Rappahannock 
River.

Traffic will be reduced to 
a single lane on the bridge, 
where a flagging crew will 
direct traffic through the work 
zone. Motorists are urged to 
allow extra travel time, said 
Hannon. Delays of approxi-
mately 10 minutes or less are 
anticipated.

Lane closures will not be 
permitted between 10 a.m. and 
8 p.m. Saturday, or 6 to 8:30 
a.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday 
and Friday.

■ Christmas trees
The Northern Neck Rotary 

Club’s annual Christmas tree 
sale is under way at 63 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

The lot will be open from 
2 to 5 p.m. Mondays through 
Fridays, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Saturdays and 1 to 5:30 p.m. 
Sundays; or call 435-4183. 

■ E.C.H.O. shelter
The Essex County Home-

less Organization (E.C.H.O.) 
will open its doors to overnight 
guests December 5 through 
March 1. Bay Transit will pro-
vide free round-trip transpor-
tation to and from the shelter 
from four Tappahannock loca-
tions.

The schedule is Essex Square, 
pick up 5:50 p.m., return 7:10 
a.m.; Food Lion, pick up 5:55 
p.m., return 7:05 a.m.; Walmart, 
pick up 6 p.m., return 7 a.m.; 
Tappahannock Town Center, 
pick up 6:05 p.m., return 6:55 
a.m.; and E.C.H.O Shelter, pick 
up 6:30 p.m., return 6:30 a.m.

NEWS 
BREAK
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Get ready for the  
Northern Neck’s favorite 

new way to 
Christmas shop! 

Bring your gift list and stock up on handmade 
jewelry, fresh wreaths, FishArt, nautical gifts, 

LuLaRoe, colorful glass windows, LipSense, Simply 
Southern, Virginia Peanuts, monogram & embroidery 

station, custom wine glasses, bottle art, Christmas 
decor, Clever Container, handmade soaps, handmade 
pottery, interchangeable snap jewelry, & much more! 

All that shopping is sure to  
make you HUNGRY!! 

Door Prize Gift Basket Valued at Over $300!

Re’s 
Homecooking
Oysters, Crabcakes, 

Crab Soup,  
Mac n Cheese  

& More!
The Grapevine 

Gyros, Greek Burgers, 
Greek Salads,  
Funnel Cakes  

& More!

Northern Neck 
Popcorn Bag
Yummy Flavored 

Popcorn! 

“Symphony in Flowers”
Sunday, March 12, 2017

2:00 PM
Lancaster Middle School 

Presented by
The Kilmarnock Garden Club 

&  
Lancaster High School Band

Tickets: $35.00

LOOKING FOR A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT?

Contact 435-6902 or anitahart2577@gmail.com

WHITE STONE—The White 
Stone Town Council will hold 
a special meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, December 15, in the 
Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock 
Drive, to consider an interim 
finance resolution. 

Council voted unanimously, 
6-0, last Thursday to table action 

on the resolution pending fur-
ther review by town attorney 
Matson Terry. Kelli Blankenship 
made the motion to vote on the 
resolution at the special meeting 
December 15 and William Hub-
bard made the second. Voting in 
favor were Blankenship, Hub-
bard, Paul Elbourn, Irving Brit-
tingham, Joe Sliakis and Blair 
Kenyon. Council member Drew 

Hubbard was absent. 
Council directed Terry to look 

at the “fine print” of paperwork 
regarding interim financing for 
the town’s public sewer project. 

According to town manager 
Patrick Frere, the town hopes 
to close on an interim financ-
ing/bridge loan with CoBank 
in Denver, Colorado, for up to 
$807,000 by December 30, 2016. 

“While all the planning, engi-
neering and approval process is 
going on we need to pay the engi-
neers,” said Frere. 

The money would be used to 
pay the engineering firm for work 
done in the early stages of the 
sewer project. The loan would be 
repaid when the town receives its 
grant from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Rural Develop-

ment Program. 
CoBank is a $125 billion 

cooperative bank which provides 
loans, leases, export financing 
and other financial services to 
agribusinesses and rural power, 
water and communications pro-
viders. It helps to support the 
needs of agriculture, rural infra-
structure and rural communities. 

The council was considering a 

resolution last Thursday to allow 
Mayor Randy Reeves and Frere 
to complete and sign any neces-
sary paperwork involved with 
the closing. By consensus, coun-
cil directed Terry to review the 
wording of the financing agree-
ment with CoBank before pass-
ing the resolution. 

Council plans to take action on 
the resolution December 15.

WHITE STONE—-The White 
Stone Business Association on 
December 1 presented its plans 
regarding the town’s upcoming 
Winter Wonderland celebration. 

Winter Wonderland will be 
held from 4 to 7 p.m. Saturday, 
December 10, at the village green 
on Rappahannock Drive. There 
will be hot drinks, treats and hot 
dogs sponsored by Union Bank, 
Bank of Lancaster and White 
Stone Baptist Church. The tree 
lighting ceremony will begin at 
5 p.m. with a welcome address 
from mayor Randy Reeves. 
Carols by Mount Vernon Baptist 
Church and White Stone Church 
of the Nazarene will follow. Santa 
will be arriving by a firetruck 
and police escort at 5:30 p.m. 

White Stone pursues interim financing for public sewer project
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

White Stone to host Winter Wonderland on Saturday

Put up the twinkling lights and wreaths and set 
out the yard ornaments. White Stone will judge its 
annual Christmas decorating contest on Wednesday, 
December 21. Judging will begin at 6 p.m., so “have 
the lights on by then,” said town manager Patrick 
Frere. 

Prizes will be awarded for both commercial and 
residential properties. 

Illuminating White Stone
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Children are invited to visit with 
Santa from 5:30 to 7 p.m. 

There will be music by BayFM 
and photos with Santa by Yours 
Truly Photography. Town busi-
nesses will be observing the 
season, reported Jeff Cherry, 
whose Allure Art Center, 419 

Rappahannock Drive, White 
Stone, will have its Christmas 
open house and light show.

Santa also will be in White 
Stone throughout the day, added 
town manager Patrick Frere. 

The Woman’s Club of White 
Stone will harbor the Olde Curi-

osity Shoppe and Bake Sale from 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. December 10 
at the WSWC Clubhouse, 560 
Chesapeake Drive, White Stone.

The clubhouse will become a 
Christmas wonderland with gifts, 
treats and a Secret Corner for 
Small Shoppers.

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department’s annual Break-
fast with Santa will be held from 
7 to 10 a.m. Saturday, December 
10, at the firehouse, 578 Chesa-
peake Drive, White Stone. Santa 
will arrive by fire truck at 8:30 
a.m.

Lancaster County Sheriff 
Patrick McCranie this week 
reported seven misdemeanor 
charges against seven individu-
als.

A Beanes Road man, 28, 
was charged November 28 with 
assault and battery of a family 
member.

A Heathsville man, 32, was 
charged November 28 with driv-
ing under the influence of intoxi-
cants and refusing to submit to 
a blood or breath test, second 
offense.

A man was charged Novem-
ber 30 with entering a property 
with intent to damage.

A Mary Ball Road man, 52, 
was charged December 3 with 
driving while under the influ-
ence of intoxicants and released 
on a summons for possession of 
marijuana.

An Oak Hill Road man, 60, 
was charged December 3 with 
driving under the influence of 
intoxicants and reckless driving.

A Washington Street man, 19, 
was charged December 3 with 
assault and battery of a family 
member.

A Meadowview Lane woman, 
35, was charged December 4 
with driving while under the 
influence of intoxicants and 
drinking while operating a motor 
vehicle.
Activity report

Nov. 29: Staff responded to 
the 400 block of King Carter 
Drive for a worthless check to 
an innkeeper, to the 700 block 
of Sage Hill Road for imper-
sonation of a law enforcement 
officer and to the 100 block of 
River Bluff Road for a possible 
suicidal person.

Nov. 30: Staff responded to 
the 18800 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a two-vehicle traf-
fic crash, to the 400 block of 
Lombardy Grove Lane for an 
attempted break in, to the 600 
block of Rappahannock Drive 
for a shoplifter, to the 200 block 
of Kathy Drive for a verbal dis-
agreement over rental equipment 
and to the 600 block of Rappah-
annock Drive for a possible sui-
cidal subject.

Dec. 1: Staff responded to 
the 700 block of Millenbeck 
Road for theft of a television, to 
the 1300 block of Oak Hill Road 
to assist the Virginia Marine 
Police with a combative person, 
to a walk-in complaint of assault 
of an individual in Lively by six 
juveniles, to the 100 block of 

Irvington Road to assist with 
traffic control at a fire scene, to 
Old Fairground Way to assist 
Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) with an altercation 
among three subjects and to 
the 100 block of Shalem Place 
for a canine attack on a person, 
upon arrival it was found that the 
person fell off the steps causing 
an injury.

Dec. 2: Staff responded 
to the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge for a disabled 
vehicle, to a walk-in report of 
verbal threats being made to an 
individual and to the 100 block 
of Peach Tree Lane for a suspi-
cious vehicle.

Dec. 3: Staff responded to 
the 400 block of Greentown 
Road for the report of the 
unauthorized use of a vehicle, 
to Little Bay Road and Chesa-
peake Drive for an abandoned 
vehicle, to the 300 block of 
Glebe Road for a trespasser, to 
the 100 block of Dilvers Road 
to assist KPD with a domestic 
disturbance, to the 500 block of 
Ocran Road for a self-inflicted 
gunshot injury, to the 100 block 
of Brent Court to check the 
welfare of an elderly female 
and to the 500 block of Lara 
Road for a fight in progress 
involving family members.

Dec. 4: Staff responded to 
the 600 block of Rappahannock 
Drive for a suspicious person, to 
a walk-in report of vandalism to 
a home located in the 100 block 
of Reynolds Farm Road, to Black 
Stump Road for a male standing 
in the middle of the highway, 
to the 400 block of Greentown 
Road for the theft of a cellphone 
and vehicle keys and to Gaskins 
and Greentown roads for 15 to 
20 gunshots fired rapidly.

Staff also conducted 47 
traffic stops, issued 34 sum-
monses, assisted four motorists, 
recorded two deer strike acci-
dents, handled a call for traffic 
control, investigated two build-
ing alarms, logged six inmate 
transports, received seven E911 
hang-up calls and fielded a call 
for animal control service.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock VFD responded 
to a hazardous material cleanup 
on North Main Street, a vehicle 
crash on North Main Street, a 
kitchen fire on Irvington Road, 
a brush fire on Jessie duPont 
Memorial Highway and with 
Upper Lancaster VFD to a vehi-
cle fire on Mary Ball Road.

Upper Lancaster VFD also 
responded to an electrical fire 
on Burnt Wharf Road, a traffic 
crash on Ottoman Ferry Road 
and a lift assistance request on 
Whispering Pines Road.

White Stone VFD responded 
to a traffic crash on Mary Ball 
Road and a brush fire at Shady 
Lane and Beach Road.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff James R. “Doc” 
Lyons this week reported 
charges against five individuals.
Felonies

Joseph Patrick Stargell, 34, 
of Heathsville was charged 
November 28 with assault and 
battery of a police officer.

Sheila Thorne Smith, 43, 
of Heathsville was charged 
December 3 with malicious 
wounding, two counts of dam-
aging property and obstructing 
communications through a wire-
less device to prevent calling for 
help.
Misdemeanors

A Burgess man, 35, was 
charged November 30 with driv-
ing under the influence of alco-
hol and violation of protective 
order.

A Heathsville man, 53, was 
charged December 3 with assault 
and battery of a family member.

A Callao woman, 26, was 
charged December 4 with 
assault and battery.

804.435.6669
74 A South Main Street 

Kilmarnock, VA
Please plan ahead for  

January events.

Thanks, Cindy & Ida

Rappahannock  
Hang-Ups, Inc.

Christmas frame 
deadline - cutoff

December 14th
Clos ing  December  23

TA K I N G  V A C AT I O N 

f rom Dec  23  -  Jan  24

The Town of Irvington will judge Christmas decorations 
on December 15, 2016 starting at 6:00pm 

for residences and businesses. 

This is a tradition that the town has done for years. 
Please have all your Christmas decorations 

up by December 15, at 6:00pm. Should you have any 

place winners for residences only.

Irvington Christmas 
Decoration Judging

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
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Get your husband what he 
really wants for Christmas

at 
Dave’s 

Trading Company
Wide variety of quality used guns!!

Full line of ammo available

Buying Used Guns!
$35.00 Transfers

We Buy, Sell and Trade

Buying Gold, Silver and Platinum!

804-436-6728
Monday -  Friday 9 am - 3 pm

Saturday 10 am - 3 pm  

Learn from “Solutions.” Laugh at “Boneheads” 
(even if you recognize yourself, names have 
been changed to protect the semi-innocent)! 
Curl up with what began as a thriller until 
The Nurse morphed it into a love story for 
mechanics. Sorry—Ginsu knives not included 
with your order.

On sale now at the White Stone Pharmacy and 
Kilmarnock’s The Book Nook

JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS! 
Boneheads and a Bully Pulpit, Volumes One & Two, plus  

The Motor Doctor’s Solutions for Troubled Engines and Owners

KILMARNOCK—School 
officials, committee members, 
teachers, project architects 
and the public December 1 
exchanged ideas during the 
first of several input gathering 
sessions on the future needs of 
Lancaster school facilities. 

The objective of the meet-
ing was to talk about options, 
options of renovating existing 
facilities, building new facilities 
or a combination of both, said 
superintendent Steve Parker. 

“This is imperative because 
our kids deserve the best and 
our community needs the 
best,” said Parker. “To thrive as 
a community, we have to have 
economic development. The 
schools are an engine for eco-
nomic development.” 

“You have one of the most 
prized assets that is going to be 
important in the future and that 
is the pristine, beautiful piece 
of nature here surrounded by 
an abundance of water and 
a beautiful place, so it’s up 
to you how you want that to 
evolve and become the future 
of Lancaster county,” said Bob 
Moje of VMDO Architects.

The goal is to have a con-
crete goal by the end of Janu-
ary or the beginning of Febru-
ary for a proposal on where the 
community wants to go with 
the county’s school system, 
said Moje.

“It’s a paradigm shift. Time 
is the variable and education is 
the constant,” said high school 
Spanish teacher Liz Hood.

The discussion will continue 
at sessions at 6:30 p.m. tonight, 
December 8, and January 5, at 
the LCPS Annex, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock. 
Project visioning 

VMDO wants to know from 
the community, what kind of 
county it wants, what kind of 
schools it wants and where it 
wants to go in terms of eco-
nomic development. 

The educational vision is to 
have personalized-learning and 

project based-learning, authen-
tic assessment for each student, 
and to allow each student to 
learn how to collaborate and be 
creative. 

The school system should 
give students a voice and 
choice, in a space in place, 
which means educational facili-
ties need to foster and facilitate 
the educational program, to 
maximize all student’s potential 
achievement, said Moje. 

The challenges in the Lan-
caster school system are 
teacher recruitment and reten-
tion, indoor environmental 
quality, bus routes and times, 
two schools that are not con-
nected to municipal water and 
sewer, existing buildings that 
are not adaptable to new tech-
nologies and schools that have 
inefficient mechanical systems 
with no air conditioning in 
some spaces, he said. 

Goals and opportunities for 
the future of the school system 
would have the schools serve 
as economic development cata-
lysts, to allow for project-based 
learning with the building and 
site as a teaching tool, teacher 
recruitment and retention, 
the schools to serve as com-
munity centers for after hour 
access and hi-speed internet, 
he said. Other goals would be 
to include more multi-purpose 
spaces and include sustainable 
technologies, such as net-zero 
energy to save on utility costs 
to directly benefit education. 

“The focus should be on how 
do we impact the students and 
the people in the building the 
most, how do we provide the 
maximum amount of educa-
tional opportunities and how 
do we provide the best long 
time benefit to the schools,” 
said Moje. 
Design strategies 

The choice the community 
has to make is whether or not 
to renovate existing schools 
on existing sites, build new 
schools or a combined strategy 
of renovating some and build-
ing new. 

If the school system and 
community choose to renovate 
the primary school, it would be 
recommended to expand the 
current school from kinder-
garten through grade 5, create 
a new identity and public face, 
add and upgrade some major 
program components such as 
a new gym, a renovated caf-
eteria and assembly space and 
renovate and update the media 
center, said Bryce Powell of 
VMDO Architects. 

“This would be with full ren-
ovations, but this does not deal 
with the well water and septic 
issue,” said Powell. 

With the renovation option, 
the middle school would 
change to grades 6 through 8, 
create a new identity and public 
face, relocate administration 
to create a more secure entry, 
relocate the media center, 
expand the auditorium lobby 
to connect to the courtyard and 
possible auditorium expansion. 

A full renovation of the 
remaining school would still 
be required, said Powell. 

Also with the renovation 
option, the high school could 
add an auditorium, auxiliary 
gym and classrooms, relocate 
administration to the front, 
renovate and update the media 
center and upgrade the football 
stadium. 

The high school would still 
need a full renovation, he said. 

If the community and school 
system choose to build new 
schools, the best site locations 
for this would be where the 
middle school is now, with the 
property behind it or property 
on Harris Road across from the 
YMCA, said Jimmie Carter, 
who chairs the facilities com-
mittee. 

VMDO showed a number of 
options on both of these prop-
erties, but the middle school 
site would allow for a school 
campus where all three schools 
would be located on the same 
campus with the possible 
accessibility to James B. Jones 
Memorial Highway. 

School facilities: Renovate or build a new campus
by Madison White Franks Liz Hood questioned 

whether or not the municipal-
ity is ready for the potential 
impact if all the schools were 
built in Kilmarnock. 

“Yes but we will have to 
investigate,” said zoning 
administrator Marshall Sebra. 

VMDO also showed options 
for the Harris Road site but 
only showed two schools on 
the property, the middle and 
high schools. With this option, 
it was suggested the current 
high school be renovated to 
become the primary school. 

Margaret Socey said she 
likes all schools together and 
most people attending the 
meeting liked the concept of 
all schools being on the same 
campus. 

Shopping with Santa
From left, Heather Dennis assists Jamari Culver, 4, and 
Heather Robertson helps Trey Williams, 1, in the gift 
shop at the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 86’s annual 
lunch with Santa last Saturday. Along with enjoying a 
complimentary lunch and a visit with Santa, children 
were invited to purchase four items each at 50 cents 
apiece from the gift shop. At left, Alexis Tingle, 11 
months, claps with excitement upon seeing Santa. She 
was one of about 40 children to see Santa. Photos by Lisa 
Hinton-Valdrighi 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Northern Neck–Middlesex 
Free Health Clinic, for the 
24th year in a row, continues 
to evolve and adjust its opera-
tions to serve the community’s 
low-income and under-insured 
residents.

The clinic is guided by local, 
state and national organiza-
tions in its mission to provide 
access to health care regard-
less of one’s ability to pay. The 
board of directors, in concert 
with the Virginia Association 
of Free and Charitable Clin-
ics (VAFCC) and the National 
Association of Free Clinics 
(NAFC), assures that best 
practices are followed and effi-
cient, quality care is provided.

“The last few years have 
been tumultuous in the health-
care field and that is sure to 
continue,” said executive direc-
tor Jean Nelson. 

Even with the Affordable 
Care Act (ACA), the clinic 
is adding new patients daily, 
due to the high costs indi-
viduals encounter for insur-
ance, medicines, dental care 
and counseling, she said. 

As the ACA is studied—and 
tweaked, repealed, adjusted or 
replaced—the role of free clin-
ics grows only more critical.

“No one should go bank-
rupt or without health care 
because it is too expensive and 
not accessible,” said NAFC 
chief executive officer Nicole 
Lamoureux. She noted the 
rising cost of medications and 
health care premiums and the 
lack of access without free 
clinics operating.

This year health insurance 
premiums increased an average 
of 22%, health insurance pro-
viders are pulling out of state 
exchanges and 19 states—
including Virginia—have not 
expanded Medicaid.

 “Through the years, our 
clinics have worked tirelessly 
to change and respond to the 
health care needs in their com-
munities, without federal fund-
ing and through volunteerism,” 
she said. 

Locally, the clinic follows 
this formula to provide medical 
services five days and two eve-
nings a week, as well as phar-
maceutical services, dental 

care, counseling, referrals, spe-
cialty clinics and two outreach 
operations. The budget to fund 
this is $1.3 million and the 
value of services those funds 
provide will approach $9 mil-
lion this year alone. Since 1993 
the clinic has served more 
than 13,900 individuals in the 
Northern Neck and Middlesex 
County and provided over $89 
million worth of health care.

Through volunteering and 
through donating, the commu-
nity helps ensure that the medi-
cally underserved have access 
to affordable, quality health 
care. During this time of year-
end giving, consider the gift of 
health and hope to your neigh-
bors and friends, said Nelson. 

Donations may be made 
to the NNMFHC at P.O. Box 
1694, Kilmarnock, VA 22482.

Free clinic anticipates an increase
among those seeking its services

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13
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St. Mary’s  |  Memorial Regional  |  Richmond Community  |  St. Francis  |  Watkins Centre 
Rappahannock General  |  Bon Secours Medical Group

bonsecours.com/richmond

You are a miracle.

Your heart. 

Your mind. 

Your soul. 

Each part, perfectly, 

UNIQUELY… 

you.

At Bon Secours, 

we know something 

about miracles. 

They can happen at 

the beginning or 

at the end. 

When your faith is strong. 

And even when your  

faith is tested. 

Miracles of science.  

Miracles of skill.  

And of compassion.  

Some are easy to explain. 

Some will never be.

But, where hearts 

and minds are open — 

and where mission and 

passion are united — 

miracles can happen. 

Miracles like 

you.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

History abounds in the Northern Neck. 
Many have made our history and many 

have studied it to gain inspiration for the 
present and the future. For almost a century 
history was a passionate concern for Lucile 
Booker, who died last month at the age of 101.

Perhaps having been born across the Rap-
pahannock River in Port Royal, she techni-
cally could be termed a “come-here,” but few 
if any could match her love of the Northern 
Neck or her level of mastery of its history.

Lucile graduated from Mary Washington 
College and began a long career in the teach-
ing profession. She was intrigued by the intri-
cacies of American government, considering 
her duty to be inculcating a similar interest 
in the students she taught. She wanted her 
graduates to be good citizens and she taught 
them accordingly. For Lucile, who was born 
on Flag Day, patriotism was rooted in history 
and the two could not be separated. 

For much of her career in education she 
served as a librarian where her love of books 
and literature gave her pupils the opportunity 
to enjoy reading as she did. She could speak 
fluently on any aspect of American history 

and knew what were the important books for 
students to read. After her time in the public 
school system, she became one of the first 
employees of the newly formed Rappahan-
nock Community College, where she helped 
to organize the library.

In her retirement Lucile was indefatigable 
in pursuing her interests on a wide spectrum 
of activities. She was a foundation stone for 
the Northern Neck of Virginia Historical 
Society, serving as chairman of several com-
mittees and guiding the Society to pursue pol-

icies that would stimulate interest in the study 
of the past in the school systems of the North-
ern Neck. She came to meetings with her 
briefcase filled with her manifold projects, 
the causes of which she articulated enthusi-
astically, particularly in the area of recruiting 
like-minded individuals as new members.

In the 1980s she was concerned that the 
forthcoming Bicentennial of the American 
Constitution would not receive the attention 
that she deemed it needed, leading her to 
encourage school programs as well as events 
that could emanate from the many historical 
societies to which she belonged. She never 
stopped working for the causes she supported, 
enjoying every minute of her retirement being 
productive and useful in promoting the his-
tory of our region and our country.

Lucile crossed the Rappahannock from Port 
Royal to teach and to marry her husband and 
fellow educator, Derwin Booker, making their 
home at Farnham on his family farm. Both 
Lucile and Derwin spent their retirement as 
an extension of their working careers, verify-
ing the adage that teachers never retire. Ulti-
mately, they moved to nearby assisted living, 

where Derwin died at 92 in 2007, after which 
Lucile’s health began to fail. As her memory 
declined she no longer was able to carry on 
the projects for which she was recognized 
across the Northern Neck. 

In appearance she did not change. I knew 
her for over 40 years, during which time I 
never encountered her except being impec-
cably attired with her hair and clothing in 
perfect harmony. In every aspect of her life 
she was ordered and directed. Toward the end 
of her century in this world, she spoke infre-
quently, which was quite unlike her traditional 
demeanor. She seemed to enjoy visits and 
continued to maintain her stately presence in 
whatever setting she found herself.

Lucile was a great proponent of the North-
ern Neck. She understood the dynamism of 
tradition and sought to inculcate it in her stu-
dents as well as in a broader context with her 
sponsorship of scholarships and programs 
designed to get others involved in those 
causes important to her. Hers was a century 
well spent.

Lucile Brockenbrough Holloway Booker, 
June 14, 1915 – November 3, 2016. R.I.P.

After her time in the public 
school system, she became 
one of the first employees of 
the newly formed Rappah-
annock Community College, 
where she helped to organize 
the library.

Focal Point

Sunset at White Stone Beach

Photo by Sam Wheeler

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

We've been reading about 
the Northumberland County 
School Board lately.  Appar-
ently, three school board mem-
bers have reassigned a middle 
school principal against his 
will and summarily fired their 
superintendent of schools. 

It looks to us like there are 
legal ways in which to accom-
plish getting rid of employees 
one doesn't want, a process of 
negative reviews and warnings 
leading up to dismissal.

But these three board mem-
bers, Mrs. O'Bier, Mrs. Sterrett 
and Mrs. Christopher, appear 
to be inviting lawsuits that will 
cost the county a tremendous 
amount of money which we 
taxpayers will pay since the 
county's budget for legal fees 
has already been exhausted.

We'll think about this next 
time we vote.

Thomas and Marie Armstrong,
Reedville

Who will pay?

Every year we have the Toys 
for Tots, Coats for a Cause, 
and other wonderful and 
great fundraisers for people, 
especially during the holidays 

Animals need
help too

when sometimes money is 
tight and some people really 
need a helping hand. 

But, also there are many 
animals at the shelters who 
need a little more, especially 
this time of year. Owners 
may have passed away or had 
to surrender their pets to the 
shelter because they can’t 
afford to keep them, or the 
animals get lost and never 
found and end up in the shel-
ter, waiting for a new forever 
home. 

I want to give a great big 
shout out to Sandra Hargett 
and her team at Coldwell 
Banker in Kilmarnock. For 
the past several years she has 
had a visit with “Santa Paws” 
and, yes, you furry little guys, 
he does exist. She offers a 
free photo and hot chocolate, 
dog biscuits for the furry ones 
and just a fun time. 

All she asks is that you 
bring a donation, dog or cat 
food, blankets, toys, treats, 
collars and leashes—any-
thing to help the animals. So 
even though you may have 
missed it this year, you can 
always drop off donations at 
her office, monetary dona-
tions are great too and really 
help those animals in need.

So hats off to Sandra and 

her office for a wonderful 
fundraiser and for helping our 
four legged friends during 
this magical and wonderful 
time of giving and celebra-
tion. And if you need a new 
home for you and your furry 
friends with a big back yard I 
am sure Sandra can help with 
that too.

Sheri Blake,
Hardyville

From 1970 through 1976, 
James Wharton, the son of Dr. 
H.M.  Wharton who founded 
Wharton Grove, produced 26 
occasional 4-page newsletters 
named “Lancaster Heritage.” 
It contained various articles on 
the history of the county. 

I have been able to accu-
mulate each copy and would 
like to reproduce them for 
the Lancaster Community 
Library, Mary Ball Washing-
ton Museum and Library, and 
others that are interested. 

Some of the copies are not 
“clean,” particularly issue #1. 
If anyone has copies of the 
Lancaster Heritage that I can 
copy, please call me at 435-
1834.

Clyde H. Ratcliffe, 
White Stone

Preserving history

While the U.S. Supreme Court considers redistricting cases 
from North Carolina and Virginia, the Virginia House Demo-
cratic Caucus is calling for the creation of a nonpartisan redis-
tricting commission to be allowed a floor vote in the House of 
Delegates during the upcoming 2017 legislative session.

"In the past, non-partisan redistricting legislation has passed 
the Senate of Virginia, only to die a vote-less death in a House 
committee. We are asking House Republican leadership for the 
simple act of allowing floor debate and vote on a nonpartisan 
redistricting commission that will end unconstitutional gerry-
mandering this session," said Del. David Toscano, House Demo-
cratic Leader.

"The citizens of Virginia deserve the ability to choose their 
elected officials at the ballot box, but right now, much of the 
Commonwealth has gerrymandered districts that allow the poli-
ticians to choose their voters. This is unacceptable and must end," 
said Del. Charniele Herring, House Democratic Caucus Chair.

Virginia voted twice for President Barack Obama, voted 
for Hillary Clinton and has not elected a Republican to state-
wide office since 2009. However; gerrymandered districts have 
allowed for a Republican majority in the House of Delegates.

Democratic Caucus seeks
House vote on redistricting

Asked to sum up the 2016 
election from a political ana-
lyst’s perspective, Dr. Robert 
Holsworth called it “perhaps 
the most remarkable year 
that I have watched” and “the 
year everything we thought 
we knew about politics was 
wrong.”

Holsworth spoke Novem-
ber 30 at the Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation’s 2016 
annual convention in Hot 
Springs, sharing insights on 
how a New York real estate 
developer came to be elected 
president with the enthusias-
tic support of rural America.

Holsworth is a manag-
ing principal with analysis 
firm Decide Smart. He was 
the founding director of the 
Center for Public Policy and 
the L. Douglas Wilder School 
of Government and Public 
Affairs at Virginia Common-
wealth University. He also 
served as dean and interim 
dean of Virginia Common-
wealth University’s College of 
Humanities and Sciences.

He noted that while Presi-
dent Obama enjoyed a good 
approval rating, the overall 
economy presented “a very 
mixed picture” with little 
improvement for the middle 
class and as many as two-
thirds of Americans said they 
believed the country “was 
moving in the wrong direc-
tion.”

That set the stage, he said, 
for President-elect Trump to 
advance to the Republican 
nomination. In a field of 17 
candidates, “there was only 
one of them who was against 
the entire establishment.”

Pundits and analysts were 
correct in predicting that 

Dr. Robert Holsworth

Political analyst offers insights on election

Hilary Clinton would carry 
the overall popular vote, he 
said. “Where they were really 
off was the state-by-state 
polls.”

In states like Michigan, 
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, 
where Trump won by signifi-
cant margins, turnout among 
rural and working-class voters 
was higher than expected, 
while turnout among more 
metropolitan voters was lower 
than expected, Holsworth 
said. The overall turnout num-
bers were similar to those of 
2012, “but different people 
voted.”

He recounted how, about 
a month-and-a-half prior to 
November 8, he was driving 
from Richmond to a similar 
speaking engagement in Hot 
Springs and saw little to no 
support for Clinton via politi-
cal yard signs. “All I saw 
were “Trump-Pence” and 
“Lock Her Up.”

In retrospect, he said, 
“you’d have to say that Trump 
owes an awful lot to rural 
America.”

He cited changing senti-
ments in three Southwest 
Virginia counties—Buchanan, 
Dickinson and Tazewell—
since 1996, when former 
President Bill Clinton carried 
each by about 65%. This fall 
Trump won in all three by 
more than 70%.

“For the most part, rural 
Virginia has switched,” said 
Holsworth.

He indicated Clinton’s 
choice of Sen. Tim Kaine as 
a running mate helped her 
win Virginia, but that she 
won largely because “North-
ern Virginia voted against 
Trump.”

In the next four years, he 
predicted, “my guess is that 
Trump policy is going to be 
consistent with what rural 
America has endorsed for 
some time” with regard to 
issues like estate taxes and 
Environmental Protection 
Agency regulation.

Holsworth predicted a chal-
lenge in making sure agricul-
ture’s interests are considered 
in other issues such as trade 
agreements and immigration 
reform. An approach that 
could work in Virginia, he 
noted, is continued promotion 
of agriculture’s and forestry’s 
contributions to economic 
development.

With regard to the 2017 
Virginia gubernatorial race, 
Holsworth said both major 
parties have about a 50% 
chance of a win. “I think 
this is the Republicans’ best 
chance in a while to take the 
governorship,” he said.

Yeah, I climbed the moun-
tain to The Homestead in Hot 
Springs last week to retrieve a 
trophy, but I came home with 
a treasure.

To be precise, The Rappah-
annock Record was presented 
the Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation’s 2016 Journalism 
Award for the most complete 
agriculture coverage in Vir-
ginia among weekly newspa-
pers throughout the Common-
wealth.

Representing the Record 
at the VFBF annual conven-
tion commodity luncheon on 
November 29, I accepted the 
plaque on behalf of the news 
team.

The press was appropriately 
recognized and I was thor-
oughly honored. However, I’ll 
spare you the speech and get 
right to the point.

I came home with an auto-
graphed copy of the new book,  
From the Ground up: Growth 
of a Modern Farm Bureau, by 
Greg Hicks, VFBF vice presi-
dent of communications.

To open the luncheon, Hicks 
presented the “first copy” of 
the 168-page hardback coffee 
table book to VFBF president 
Wayne F. Pryor.

It is a comprehensive study 
of the VFBF years from 1982 
through 2016 and more—a 
virtual compilation of the 
movers and shakers in Virginia 
agriculture over the past 34 
years, a sequel to The Virginia 
Farm Bureau Story: Growth 
of a Grassroots Organization  
by J. Hiram Zigler published 
in 1982, a celebration of the 
VFBF’s 90-year history, and a 
glimpse of Virginia’s rich agri-
cultural heritage.

It’s full of photos, facts, 
VFBF highlights, and people. 
Chapters are devoted to its 
board of directors; grassroots 
growth and membership; emi-
nent domain reform; lobbying; 
the new West Creek Head-
quarters; the five most recent 
VFBF presidents, including a 
section on Robert B. Delano 
of Richmond County; acqui-
sition of the Meadow Event 
Park and the State Fair of Vir-
ginia; commodity representa-
tion; the insurance company; 
expansion of health insurance 
beyond state borders; Farm 
Bureau women; the Young 
Farmers Program; Agriculture 
in the Classroom; communi-
cators who helped shape the 
voice of agriculture; and the 
annual convention.

The plaque will go on the 
wall of fame in my office; the 
book will go into my personal 
permanent collection. 

The book is available at 
major booksellers and from 
the publisher for $29.95 at 
www.dementimilestonepub-
lishing.com/from-the-ground-
up.

Books make great gifts.
Virginia agriculture keeps 

on giving.
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Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS 

&
Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

The holidays  
can be  
overwhelming.

A service of Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury  
serving the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula and beyond.

Getting extra care for your  

loved one can be the greatest gift  

you give and receive this season.   

Call us today to find out how  
we can help. 804-438-4013

At Home 
with RWC

Your Home. Our Exceptional Care.

Personal Care  |  Companion Care    
Nursing Care

dining, and entertainment by the 
Christmas Karaoke Carolers at 
the Kilmarnock Inn on Thursday, 
December 15th at 6 p.m. Dinner 
guests will judge the best karaoke 
performances of the evening. Seating 
is limited. Please call to book 
your dinner reservation.

If you would like to be a contestant and have the chance to win one of the top 
3 prizes, please come by and register before December 9th. Top cash prizes: 
1st place - $250.00, 2nd place - $100.00 and 3rd place - $50.00. Registration 
is limited to 10 contestants. The registration fee is $20.00.

CALLING ALL

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Do you remember?
This January 1955 image shows downtown White Stone after a fresh snowfall, reported 
Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. The Lee Theatre building (right) is now 
home to HS Printing, House of Music and Hair to Stay. “Do you remember?” is a public service 
of the museum. Photo by Ira Casper Hilliard

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the Decem-

ber 9, 1926, issue of the Rap-
pahannock Record)

DOWNING BRIDGE
DRAW SPAN READY

The giant draw span which 
will be a part of the great state 
bridge over the Rappahannock 
River at Tappahannock has 
been floated in the harbor of 
Newport News and is expected 
to start on its journey to Tap-
pahannock in a few days.

Construction of this span at 
a point remote from the bridge 
site is regarded as an unusual 
undertaking but is believed to 
have been a happy solution of 
a difficult problem. The draw 
span has been made at New-
port News and sticking to the 
plan will be lightered up Ches-
apeake Bay and up the Rap-
pahannock River to the bridge 
site.

Bringing of the draw span 
up the bay will be a somewhat 
hazardous undertaking. The 
structure is very heavy and 
stands up high, and should the 
water be rough, it might have a 
tendency to list to one side. If 
it should list more than a few 
degrees, it would be almost 
impossible to prevent it from 
sinking.

Under the circumstances, 
the voyage will not begin until 
tides, winds and the weather 
generally appear auspicious for 
the undertaking.

Wintry weather is beginning 
to slow up the progress of con-
struction on the Tappahannock 
bridge. Reports reaching the 
State Transportation Depart-
ment are to the effect that 
1,480 feet of concrete are yet 
to be poured for the floor of the 
structure. This will be no little 
undertaking during the cold 
weather, but the figures show 
that the greater part of the con-
crete has been poured, as the 
bridge is more than a mile in 
length.

SENORA
The weather is somewhat 

disagreeable and looks very 
much like snow.

Oyster business is progress-
ing very lowly at present, at 
present, hoping that business 
will soon be in demand again.

Mr. N. T. Courtney had the 
misfortune of running into the 
road drag and damaging his 
Ford coupe very much.

Mr. Robert Keyser is still 
confined to his bed in the hos-
pital at Baltimore.

Mrs. Edna Howard and 
daughters returned home Sat-
urday, after spending some 
time with friends in Baltimore.

Mr. Joseph L. Keyser was in 
Newport News a few days last 
week on important business.

Mr. Foster Williams is 
moving to his new home, near 
Senora.

The ladies of Corrotoman 
Church are preparing for their 
Christmas program.

TOUR NORTHERN 
NECK SOON

Plans are materializing for 
the tour of the Northern Neck 
of Virginia, under the auspices 
of the Richmond Advertising 
Club, to be made as soon as 
practicable after the completion 
of the bridge across the Rappa-
hannock at Tappahannock. The 
purpose of this tour is to bring 
this section of Virginia and 
Richmond into closer social 
and commercial relationship. 
This enterprise should and will 
be successful. The Northern 
Neck has been cut off from the 
remainder of the State, except 
at its northern extremity, by the 
broad Rappahannock River. 
Richmond and eastern Virginia 
have much that they can give 

to this section of the State. The 
Northern Neck can contribute 
as much to the pleasure and 
prosperity of the country as the 
south. The completion of this 
bridge, which is rapidly draw-
ing near, will be a great event 
in the progressive closer unity 
of Virginia. Those who are 
familiar with the country that 
composes the Northern Neck 
and the people who populate 
it know that many who are not 
informed on these matters will 
go on this trip to conquer the 
Northern Neck, but will them-
selves be conquered.-Times 
Dispatch

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

The Lancaster County 
Democratic Committee 
(LCDC) will meet at 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, December 13, 
at the Lancaster Community 
Library, 16 Town Centre 
Drive, Kilmarnock.

Beginning at 7 p.m., a 
short program will include 
business essentials, plan-
ning for the LCDC Dining 
with Dems Dinner in March 
and laying out plans for early 
2017. 

Following the program, 

a holiday celebration will 
ensue, reported chairman 
Nick Magnani. The dress will 
be casual and the chatter will 
be lively, with just a touch of 
seasonal silliness. Good tid-
ings and mutual merriment 
are in store, enjoyed with 
the best of Northern Neck 
friends.   

The LCDC meeting is open 
to all. Holiday treats will 
be provided by members, 
attendees and volunteers, he 
said.

Lancaster Democrats
to hold seasonal party

The Lancaster County 
NAACP will meet at 6 p.m. 
December 16 at the Lan-
caster Community Library, 
16 Town Centre Drive, 
Kilmarnock.

"This is our last meeting 
for the year and we moved it 
up to give you an early start 
on your holiday," said Lloyd 
N. Hill. "We will collect our 
saving jars and one dollar 
campaign. If you will not be 
able to attend the meeting 
please make arrangements 
to turn in your jar and dollar 
sheet. We will have a very 
light agenda as we will enjoy 

a light repast."
Lancaster County NAACP 

also will host the area 14 
meeting at 10 a.m. Satur-
day, December 10, at Sharon 
Baptist Church, 1413 Lum-
berlost Road, Weems. 

All newly elected officers 
and executive board mem-
bers are required to attend, 
he said.

Lancaster County 
NAACP to meet

Happy 
Holidays!
From our 
Family 

to yours!

Rappahannock Record

435-1701
RRecord.com

Help, please! My niece just got 
engaged. Should we give an engage-
ment present? I am not particularly 
close to this niece. I think I know 
the answer, but I’m asking just to be 
certain I do.

Penelope in Irvington

Help is here! And it might 
come as a surprise. Since you 
didn’t mention one, I am assum-
ing there is no engagement party 
in the works and that there was no 
formal announcement.

However, even if there were 
one or both of the above, gifts are 
not traditionally expected. Your 
expression of joy (even if you 
aren’t currently feeling joy) and 
well wishing may be shown in a 
card or personal note to the bride.

But, dear reader, here is the 
rub possibly; sometimes—and 
I stress the “some” part of the 
word—close relatives and friends 
do give engagement gifts. Judg-
ing from your stated lack of 
closeness with your niece, you 
should not be criticized by any 
for waiting until the wedding to 
give your niece and her intended 
a gift.  However, if you do decide 
you wish to maybe bridge the gap 
in affections, it is suggested that 
a small, not very expensive, gift 
such as a picture frame, set of 
guest towels or bottle of wine is 
appropriate.

So, the only thing you may risk 
by not giving a present is that the 
future offspring of this marriage 
might not be named after you. 
I’m only saying…..

Because
You Are
Polite . . . 
Let’s Talk 
Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 
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A Multi-Dealer Mall located in
Essex Square Shopping Center

Sales up to 50% off 
Come browse our store for jewelry, coins, Civil War 

artifacts, glassware, china, furniture, linen and much more. 

ESSEX ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES

Support Your Local Businesses
This Holiday Season

Keep Christmas Close to Home

Northumberland
Pharmacy

Gift Certificates Available
Select Cards & Gift Items

Home Health & Durable Medical Equipment

6954 Northumberland Hwy, Heathsville, VA

Gift Certificates Available
Select Cards & Gift Items

Home Health & Durable Medical Equipment
FREE Local Delivery

Jean’s Bargain
Center

“Why Buy New When Used Will Do”

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

New & Different Miscellaneous Items

Holiday Savings!
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-5  Sat: 10-5  804-580-2850

Route 360  Between Heathsville & Burgess

We’re here to keep you going . . .

804-333-4635                   804-435-6338

Rappahannock Record
Great Holiday Gift

1 Year $27.00

Give the gift that keeps on giving...

Dunn-Rite Auto Group

60 Hawthorn Ave, Kilmarnock, Va.
(at the Walmart light)

Thyme In A Basket
Home Accessories and Unique Gifts

12 Days of Christmas 
Daily Specials
804-443-4626

325 Queen Street, Tappahannock, VA

Chesapeake Commons Shopping Ctr. 

Fresh Seafood for the Holidays
Great Wine Selection

T-TOWN TACK
WORK AND WESTERN WEAR

804-443-4614

Cindy Lloyd Design
5011 Richmond Road

Warsaw, Virginia

804.333.6463

Hunter Douglas Window Fashions
 Draperies and Top Treatments

 Area Rugs and Decorative Accessories

 Furniture  Design Consultations

featheryournestcindylloyddesign.com

Don’t know what they want or 
need? An ACE Gift Card is

always the right color & size.

Open 7:30-5:00 M/F  7:30-4:00 Sat
3010 Northumberland Hwy.

Lottsburg, VA  ~ allisonsacehardware.com

Mosaic Consignments & Gifts, LLC
Furniture, Home Decor, 

Newly & Gently Used,  
Jewelry & More!

804-529-1030

153 Northumberland Highway  Callao, Virginia

Made in Virginia 
Products

COUNTRY ROADS  
ANTIQUES, LLC

Antique Furniture, Glassware and Books
Karen Neal - Horse & Hunt Accessories - Handmade Wreaths
Gail Griffith - Specializing in Primitives and Handmade Santas

Well known artist prints, oils and more …

6991 Northumberland Hwy, Heathsville, VA 22473  804-580-4450
(Across the street from the old courthouse)

Winter Hours: Wed - Fri 10-5  Sat 10-4  Sun, Mon, Tues Closed

Custom Sewing and Embroidery
Slip Covers – Window Treatments

1417 Tappahannock Blvd., Tappahannock

SEW HAPPY
25 Days of Christmas Specials

Merry Christmas Hours for  
Great Gifts & Wonderful Things

Wed., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 10am-5pm
15170 Northumberland Hwy (Rt 360) Burgess, VA

804-453-4553

To advertise on this page  
next week, call Marilyn,  
804-435-1701, ext.11

CALLAO—A revitaliza-
tion project meeting will be 
held at 7 p.m. Thursday, Decem-
ber 8, at Callao Firehouse, 314 
Northumberland Highway, 
Callao.

The public and management 
team members are invited to 
review and provide input on the 
results of a two-day planning ses-
sion conducted by design firm 

IRVINGTON—The town 
council will meet tonight, 
December 8, at the Town Hall, 
235 Steamboat Road, Irvington.

Agenda items will include 
a report by town attorney Wes 
Charlton on the role of the new 
town administrator designation.

Updates are expected by com-
mittees and on ownership of 
town sidewalks.

Under new business, mem-
bers will discuss new town 

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervisors 
will meet at 7 p.m., Monday, 
December 12, at the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

The Virginia Department 
of Transportation will hold a 
public hearing on the Six-Year 
Secondary Route Improvement 
Plan budget for fiscal years 
2017-22.

Supervisors will conduct 
hearings on requests to expand 
existing structures from Gerald 
A. and Kirstin Gotthardt at 
3960 Weems Road and Ben-
jamin C. and Lauren E. Leo at 
583 Moran Creek Road. Both 
properties are zoned residen-
tial.

Near the end of the meet-
ing, supervisors will conduct a 
reorganizational session for the 
2017 term.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet 
at 5 p.m. Thursday, Decem-
ber 15, in the County Courts 
Building, 220 Judicial Way, 
Heathsville. Public hearings 
will begin at 7 p.m.

Supervisors will conduct 
a hearing on a proposal to 
allow the use of golf carts 
within the Twin Harbor sub-
division on Twin Harbor 
Road, Oyster Bay Road, 
Emerald Cove Road and 
Watermans Way. 

Among proposed restric-
tions, carts may be operated 
only on designated public 
highways where the posted 
speed is 25 miles per hour 
or less, operators on public 
highways must have a valid 
driver’s license, carts must 
display a slow moving vehi-

C L A R AV I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland school 
board will meet at 6 p.m., 
Monday, December 12, in the 
NHS auditorium, 201 Aca-
demic Lane, Claraville.

Agenda items include pre-
sentations on Research Eval-
uation and Social Solutions 
Inc. by Garfield Parker, and 
National Board certifications. 

Also, the board will con-
sider a safety and secu-
rity grant and facility use 
requests.

KILMARNOCK—Lan-
caster schools facilities 
meetings will be conducted 
at 6:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
December 8 and January 
5, at the LCPS Annex, 235 
School Street, Kilmarnock. 

The goal is to gather infor-
mation from parents and the 
community on the future 
needs of Lancaster school 
facilities. 

■ Preservation grants
Preservation Northern 

Neck & Middle Peninsula 
(PNNMP) awards preserva-
tion grants of $500 to $1,000 
to help conserve historic 
buildings and objects of the 
Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula for future genera-
tions. Museums, other insti-
tutions, historical groups 
and private individuals may 
apply.

Applications will be 
accepted through January 
for the next round of grants 
to be made in March 2017. 
To apply, visit pnnmp.org/
grants---projects.html, or 
write to the PNNMP Grant 
Committee at Post Office Box 
691, Warsaw, VA 22572. 

NEWS 
BREAK

The Agenda
Local Government News

email accounts for council and 
required repairs to the tennis 
court and trash bins.

A report is also expected on 
the requirements and limitations 
on a historic status for the town. 

Members plan to hold a closed 
session on personnel matters and 
town property.

cle emblem and can only be 
operated on public highways 
from sunrise to sunset. 

Supervisors also will con-
duct a hearing on proposed 
amendments to the dance hall 
ordinance regarding applica-
tions, security requirements, 
revocation of permits and 
clarifying exemptions. 


