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A different kind of race
After traveling all over the U.S. as the Democratic Party candidate for Vice President in the November 8 election, 
U.S. Senator Tim Kaine (above right) has returned to a more normal routine. He joined the fun in Irvington last 
Thursday, running in the Turkey Trot’s two-mile race on Thanksgiving Day morning. Sen. Kaine was in the area 
visiting his in-laws, Governor and Mrs. Linwood Holton, for the holiday. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

WEEMS—It takes a strong 
and unwavering support system 
to overcome poverty, said a man 
who persevered in the face of life’s 
obstacles in order to achieve his 
dreams.

“My success is tied to my family, 
coaches, teachers, pastors, mentors 
and church. They instilled in me 
a value for education,” said U.S. 
Army Major General Patrick D. 
Sargent in a celebration of Men’s 
Day November 20 at Sharon Baptist 
Church.

Gen. Sargent was in Lancaster 
with his wife, Sherry Hill Sargent, 
to visit her family, Lloyd and Elea-
nor Hill of Weems. 

Gen. Sargent is deputy command-
ing general for operations U.S. 
Army Medical Command in San 
Antonio, Texas, and the 18th Chief 
of the U.S. Army Medical Service 
Command. 

The two-star general is proof that 
it takes a village to raise a child. “If 
you want to go fast—go alone. If 
you want to go far—go together,” 
he said.

He is a long way from where his 
life began. 

“I was born to a single mom…
who worked as a maid. We lived 
in Panama City, Florida,” in what 
he described as an extremely poor 
neighborhood. He remembered the 
dirt floors, the heat being turned 
off and the eviction notices. But 
because everyone around them 
lived in similar conditions, “I didn’t 
know everyone was poor. We col-
lectively came together and took 
care of each other.”

But the boy who grew up to 

Major General Patrick D. Sargent addresses the congregation of Sharon 
Baptist Church in Weems for Men’s Day. Among his experiences, he served 
in tactical and operation combat commands during Desert Storm and 
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

‘Go far — Go together’
Army General says support system is key to success

by Audrey Thomasson become a general didn’t let poverty 
determine his life. It was a trip to 
an air show in his sophomore year 
of high school that opened his eyes 
to the possibilities of what could 
be. Immediately, he set his sights on 
becoming a fighter pilot. 

Despite working hard in school to 
achieve his goals, he was met with 
guidance counselors who tried to 
“squash my dream.” 

Can you imagine, this boy from 
the poor neighborhood thinking 
he could become a fighter pilot? 
he asked the congregation. “They 
told me to go into the army or go to 
community college.” 

Instead of being deterred, he 
joined the school’s JROTC pro-
gram. “You have to have a focus 
and a relentless pursuit of your 
dreams,” he said.

Even when he was accepted at 
Florida State University, the first 
of his family to graduate from 
high school and attend college, he 
remained committed to his goal and 
continued in ROTC. But pledging 
a fraternity became a distraction. 
Slipping grades meant he no longer 
qualified for Air Force flight school. 

Again, it was suggested he lower 
his sights and become part of the 
crew instead. But that wasn’t the 
dream and he became more deter-
mined to find another way. So when 
he learned he could qualify to 
become an Army helicopter pilot, 
he adjusted his dream.

“Blessings come out of adver-
sity,” he explained. 

Overcoming setbacks to excel 
was a great lesson for a future gen-
eral.

“Failure is necessary to grow. I 
wasn’t prepared. I didn’t study. I 

had no one to blame but myself. So 
coming into the Army, I decided to 
be prepared.”

He focused on the goal and 
worked hard to succeed. It wasn’t 
long before he was overseeing 
tactical and operation combat com-
mands during Desert Storm and 
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

His lesson for success: Surround 
yourself with a support system of 
church, family and community; 
focus on your goal and work hard to 
get there; work harder than every-
one else; view setbacks and failures 
as a learning experience on the way 
to success; and don’t dwell on the 
past. 

He encouraged people to help 
others.

“We must have respect for 
humanity. We all have a responsibil-
ity for improving the conditions of 
humanity…and helping our neigh-
bors. Serve your church. Serve your 
community. Focus on something 
bigger than yourself. ” He asked the 
congregation to remember the men 
and women serving in the military 
and their families. “Thank them 
every day. Remember those that 
are injured, but most importantly—
those that have died.”

A strong faith in God lit the path 
out of poverty for one determined 
boy.

“You’ve got to reach out on faith. 
Your value in the world is not deter-
mined by your station in life. I am 
living testimony to God’s mercy,” 
he said. “All that I’ve accomplished 
in my life is by the grace of the 
Lord. 

“The race isn’t given to the 
strong, but to the one that endures 
to the end.”

HEATHSVILLE—An administra-
tor in Northumberland County School 
District is suing the school board, two 
school board members and a private 
citizen over their “civil conspiracy, tor-
tious interference with contract,” and 
“removal” last June from his position 
as principal at the middle school. The 
action was filed with the Clerk of Nor-
thumberland Circuit Court on Novem-
ber 8, but was not served to defendants 
until this week.

Michael A. Ransome is seeking a 
total of $7.4 million in damages: $1.5 
million in compensatory damages, 
$4.5 million in three-fold damages and 
$350,000 in punitive damages from 
each of the four defendants, school 
board members Dana O’Bier and Gayle 
Sterrett, the school board, and parent 
Steve Berman.

Ransome was employed as prin-
cipal of the middle school from July, 
2014 until June, 2016, when he was 
transferred to the central office after 
issues emerged over privacy of student 
records, failing Standards of Learning 

(SOL) scores and failure in reporting 
student discipline matters. The action 
was taken in a controversial special ses-
sion that resulted in a 2-1-1 vote, with 
O’Bier and Sterrett in favor, Gerald 
Howard against and board vice chair-
man Betty Christopher abstaining. 
Board chairman Dean Sumner was 
absent.

Ransome was moved to a newly cre-
ated central office position as director 
of achievement gap initiative at the 
same $78,000 salary.

In Ransome’s 34-page complaint, he 
points out that as an African-Ameri-
can, he is part of a protected class. He 
notes that O’Bier, Sterrett and Berman 
are “Caucasians” and accuses them of 
being “racists…motivated by hatred, 
spite, ill-will and a desire to injure 
him.” He further asserts that the defen-
dants targeted, harassed and repeatedly 
defamed his previously untarnished 
20-year reputation as an educator.

He alleges they “planned and 
schemed” for his termination by col-
luding with a parent to fabricate a story, 

School board is sued
by Northumberland
school administrator 

by Audrey Thomasson

KILMARNOCK—A series of public input meetings will begin this week 
to gather information from parents and the community on the future needs of 
Lancaster County Public School (LCPS) facilities. 

The meetings will be held at 6:30 p.m. Thursdays, December 1 and 8, 
and January 5, at the LCPS Annex (former community library), 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock. 

What are our school facility needs?
SUIT, continued on page A2
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RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

Studio Gallery
19 N Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA

Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

Nov 15 - Dec 31
Reception Dec 2, 5 - 7pm

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

PUBLIC NOTICE
65% TO 75% OFF

AS A RESULT OF: UNPAID DOCUMENTS
REPOSSESSED MERCHANDISE

AT IMMEDIATE LIQUIDATION SALE ONE DAY ONLY

HANDMADE
PERSIAN RUGS

COLLECTION CONSISTS OF 297 PIECES FROM 2’ X 3’ UP TO 12’ 
X 25’ & BETWEEN. RUNNERS FROM 2’ 6” X 8’ UP TO 50’ X 2’ 6”. 

DIFFERENT COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM: KASHAN, TABRIZ, ISFAHAN, 
BOKARA, HERIZ, BIJAR, SAROUK, QUM SILK, 10’X26’ BIJAR 12’ X 18’ 

TABRIZ 11’X17’ MASHED 8PC 10’X8’ TABRIZ & QUME
 PUBLIC SALE CONVENIENCE TRANSFERRED TO: 

AT AMERICAN LEGION POST 86 KILMARNOCK
882 WAVERLY AVE OFF RT 3 KILMARNOCK

WE HAVE BEEN COMMISSIONED TO LIQUIDATE A LARGE 
INVENTORY OF ORIENTAL RUGS COMPLEMENTED WITH OUR 

GOODS OF EQUAL VALUE, CONTRACTED IN AFGHANISTAN, 
PAKISTAN, IRAN, TURKEY, CHINA, ETC. ALL RUGS FURNISHED 

WITH CERTIFICATE OF APPRAISAL & AUTHENTICITY.

TERMS: CASH OR CHECK, VISA, 
M/C, AM-EX, DISC. 

LIQUIDATION SALE    LIQUIDATION SALE    LIQUIDATION SALE

LI
Q

UI
DA

TI
O

N 
SA

LE
   

LI
Q

UI
DA

TI
O

N 
SA

LE
  L

IQ
UI

DA
TI

O
N 

SA
LE

   
LI

Q
UI

DA
TI

O
N 

SA
LE

   
LI

Q
UI

DA
TI

O
N 

SA
LE

LIQ
UIDATIO

N SALE   LIQ
UIDATIO

N SALE  LIQ
UIDATIO

N SALE   LIQ
UIDATIO

N SALE   LIQ
UIDATIO

N SALE

L IQUIDATION SALE    LIQUIDATION SALE    LIQUIDATION SALE

“A River Christmas”

38th Annual Kilmarnock 
Lighted Christmas Parade

December 9, 2016

Sponsored by:

Tri-Star Supermarket
Dominion Virginia Power Two Rivers Communications
Lancaster EDA Lancaster County Board of Supervisors

5:30-6:30 p.m.   Visit with Santa Claus 

6:00-7:00 p.m.   “Pre-parade” Fun
        Music, carolers and “glow” 
        in downtown Kilmarnock
7:00 p.m.         Parade steps out down  
        Main St. 

For more information:
visit www.lancasterva.com

engaging in business conspiracy, 
tortious interference and breech 
of his contract.

He claims their “false state-
ments…have been devastating, 
both professionally and person-
ally” causing him to suffer from 
“severe anxiety, stress, panic, 
sleeplessness, headaches and the 
sense of betrayal and deep disap-
pointment” and caused perma-
nent damage to his reputation.

“Moving Mr. Ransome to 
the Central Office gave him 
the opportunity to work on his 
passion—closing the achieve-
ment gap,” Sterrett responded. 
“It is a job that would help so 
many children who are lagging 
behind. How is that a demotion? 
How does that damage his repu-
tation?”

Sterrett noted that reassign-
ments in administrative posi-
tions occur often in education 
and at the final discretion of the 
school board.

O’Bier, who recently fought 
off an unsuccessful attempt to 
remove her from office by a 
group headed by supervisor Jim 
Long, said the lawsuit is a further 
distraction and waste of county 

L A N C A S T E R — S o m e 
remarkable high school stu-
dents on Tuesday got a real life 
work lesson in preparing and 
serving a Thanksgiving meal 
that could compete with any 
gourmet restaurant.

Lancaster High School spe-
cial education director Liz 
Tansill’s class prepared lunch 
for school administrators and 

Lancaster County School Board members and administrators sat down to an early 
Thanksgiving meal November 22 courtesy of students in teacher Liz Tansill’s lab classroom 
in job training at Lancaster High School.  From left are Assistant Superintendent Dan 
Russell, LHS Principal Bruce Cook, and Superintendent Steven Parker.

LHS class prepares Thanksgiving 
meal for Lancaster school officials 

by Audrey Thomasson the school board in a class-
room lab equipped with a 
modest kitchen and other tools 
required for learning different 
trades. 

From formal invitations to 
table decorations, food service 
and clean up, students learned 
the importance of proper eti-
quette. They prepared a deep 
fried turkey, stuffing, spinach 
mandarin salad, green bean 
casserole, corn pudding, garlic 

mashed potatoes, cranberry 
sauce, pecan pie and tuxedo 
cake.

The class helps students 
identify interests and prepares 
them for success in a vari-
ety of jobs and careers after 
they graduate. The jobs can 
be tasks like putting nuts and 
bolts together or computer data 
entry. All the jobs are in color-
coded boxes stacked around 
the perimeter of the lab. 

Suit filed against school board
continued from page A1

funding. “How are we helping 
the education of our children by 
taking board members to court 
every month?”

“There is so much inaccuracy 
in the lawsuit,” said Berman. 
“I know the facts from my side 
and what I’ve documented. I’m 
acting as a parent protecting my 
children and all the kids at the 
school.”

Dr. Rebecca Gates, who was 
terminated as superintendent 
November 9, said she has seen 
the lawsuit and responded in full 
to Ransome’s Freedom of Infor-
mation Act (FOIA) request. On 
the advice of her attorney, she 
declined to comment further. 

In preparation for the lawsuit, 
Ransome submitted a request 

August 17 to the school board 
and Northumberland County 
under the FOIA for access to 
all correspondence pertaining 
to him by school board mem-
bers. The Rappahannock Record 
obtained a copy of his initial 
request, which was printed on 
Northumberland County Public 
School stationary and executed 
by central office employee Lisa 
Day from the school board 
offices.

Additionally, the Record 
obtained a copy of a letter to 
O’Bier and Sterrett from Ran-
some’s attorney Steven Biss, 
dated September 30, offer-
ing a “confidential” settlement 
and release of all claims for a 
$750,000 payment.

KILMARNOCK—Con-
struction on the Kilmarnock 
Town Centre Park is going 
well, reported town manager 
Tom Saunders at the November 
19 town council meeting. 

Councilman Keith Butler 
indicated that the town is cur-
rently waiting on engineering 
documents to bid the water 
main extension to the park. 

Butler also reported that the 
Streets, Sidewalks and Play-
ground Committee recom-
mends that the town staff work 
with VDOT to see about a 25 
MPH option for all of Steptoe's 
District and other options to 
influence pedestrian safety in 
town. 

“An elderly couple was hit 
crossing the street near St. 
Francis Church about a year 
ago and ever since, pedestrian 
safety has been a priority with 
members of council,” said 
Saunders. 

Park construction, 
pedestrian safety 
among council topics

by Madison White Franks Councilman Michael Suther-
land reported that the town's 
Virginia Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (VPDES) 
permit has been approved 
effective November 11. He 
also indicated that the Church 
Street water tower is at “non-
detection” levels for contami-
nants and will be coming back 
online. 

“We had the interior of the 
Church Street storage tower 
painted last year and the first 
time we filled it and tied it back 
into the system, the water had 
a faint ‘chemical’ taste,” said 
Saunders. 

He said the contaminant 
level was extremely low and 
now the paint is fully cured 
and the tower and well are once 
again ready to rejoin the town's 
drinking water and fire fighting 
system.

Saunders said the town has 
applied for a Virginia Telecom-
munications Grant to provide 
enhancements to the broad-
band in town. 

“The grant program is to 
help unserved or underserved 
communities apply for help 
with installing or upgrading 
or extending broadband avail-
ability in a discrete area,” said 
Saunders.

■ Blanket drive
The Interfaith Service Coun-

cil recently launched its annual 
blanket drive to help neigh-
bors in need stay warm this 
winter. Blankets are distributed 
free to eligible recipients in 
Northumberland and Lancaster 
counties.

Blankets, comforters or 
sheets in all sizes, new or gently 
used, may be delivered from 10 
a.m. to noon on Mondays or 
Wednesdays to the Interfaith 
Warehouse, 1086 Harris Drive, 
Kilmarnock, or call 435-6050. 

R I C H M O N D — D a r r e l l 
Long has been honored with a 
Manny Award by My Brother’s 
Keeper of Greater Richmond. 
The award ceremony was held 
November 12 at the Embassy 
Suites Hotel in Richmond.

Long is the son of Nor-
thumberland County Board 
of Supervisors District 3 
member James M. Long and 
the late Josephine D. Long. 

Manny Award recipients are 
men and women who work 
tirelessly behind the scenes 
to serve God, families, the 
church and the community, 
by offering a manhood phi-
losophy modeled on biblical 
principles, reported James M. 
Long.

The program includes work-
shops where young men can 
grow as they learn to accept 
one another as acquaintances, 
to encourage one another 
as friends and to exhort one 
another as brothers, he said.

Darrell Long was raised in 
Wicomico Church along with 
his sister Deirdre Smith. He 
started his adult life want-
ing to be an NBA player 
and played guard for Keene 
College in New Hampshire, 
where he majored in business 
administration. A knee injury 
ended his basketball hopes. 
With an NBA career out of 
the question, Long turned 
to another passion, helping 
others. He enrolled in gradu-
ate school and earned a mas-
ter’s in counseling at Hamp-
ton University.

He worked in the Northum-
berland public school system 
for several years. Today he 

Long presented Manny Award

Darrell Long

is assistant director and case 
manager for Gates to Success, 
a Richmond program helping 
young people transition from 
adolescence to adulthood.
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“42ND STREET”
FEB 4 “Come and Meet Those Dancing Feet.” 

Featuring some of the greatest songs ever 
written.

GETTYSBURG
APR 25-27 Relive one of the memorable battles of the 

Tour, Shriver House Museum, and Ghosts of 
Gettysburg Tour.

LANCASTER, PA
MAY 16-18 “Jonah” at the Sight & Sound Theatre. Tribute 

to Patsy Cline at the Fulton Theatre, Tour of 
Amish Farmlands, Farmers Market.

BERMUDA
AUG 5-10 One of the most popular getaway cruises. Round 

trip from Baltimore. Pink sand beaches and 
beautiful turquoise surf await you.

ALASKA
SEP 6-17 Fabulous 11 day cruise/tour. Marvel at the 

beautiful glaciers, view bears in their own 
habitat, pan for gold. A vacation of a lifetime!

NEW ENGLAND
OCT 5-14 Round trip from Baltimore. Ports of call include 

Portland, Bar Harbor, Boston, St. John, and 
Halifax. A spectacular fall cruise.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

GREAT GETAWAYS
2017

Pampered Chef & 
Longaberger

Christmas Open House 

Dec. 2, 3 & 4   10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
734 Academic Lane Heathsville in front of North’d Elem. 

Everyone cooks! Pampered Chef
makes cooking quick, easy and healthy!

Come see it all!

Longaberger Baskets, Wrought Iron & Pottery

Need a liner or protector? Bring your basket!

Cash & Carry (Door Prizes & Refreshments)
Free Shipping on orders

804-580-6978    Cell 804-761-6268

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

804.435.6669
74 A South Main Street 

Kilmarnock, VA
Please plan ahead for  

January events.

Thanks, Cindy & Ida

Rappahannock  
Hang-Ups, Inc.

Christmas frame 
deadline - cutoff

December 14th
Clos ing  December  23

TA K I N G  V A C AT I O N 

f rom Dec  23  -  Jan  24

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers this week seeks infor-
mation regarding the where-
abouts of Dexter Oneil Sutton.

The Lancaster County 
Sheriff Office holds warrants 
for Sutton, who is wanted for 
assault.

Sutton, 29, is described as a 
black male with brown eyes, 
black hair, a mustache and a 
goatee. He is 5 feet 7 inches 
tall and weighs 141 pounds.

 His last known address is 
2023 Merry Point Road, Lan-
caster. He also has lived in 
Northumberland County. 

Report related information 
to Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers at 462-7463. Lan-
caster County Crime Solvers 
pays rewards up to $1,000 for 
information that leads to an 
arrest. You do not have to give 
your name or appear in court. 

Dexter Oneil Sutton

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME
SOLVERS

Lancaster Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported 
misdemeanor charges against 
four people.

A Beanes Road man, 40, 
was charged November 21 with 
contempt of court.

A Capricorn Lane man, 55, 
was charged November 22 with 
contempt of court.

A Christ Church Road man, 
42, was charged November 
26 with assault & battery of a 
family member.

A Charles City man, 54, was 
charged November 17 with 
driving while under the influ-
ence of intoxicants.

Activity report
November 21: Staff 

responded to the 9800 block of 
Jessie duPont Memorial High-
way for the report of illegal 
dumping, to a walk-in com-
plaint of the theft of a cellphone, 
to the 100 block of Harris Drive 
to assist the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) with an 
intoxicated and unruly subject, 
to the 700 block of Crawford’s 
Corner Road for the report of 
an assault which occurred after 
an argument over a hunting 
dog, to Mary Ball Road for the 
report of a rock falling out of a 
dump truck striking the wind-
shield of the vehicle following, 
to the 8800 block of Mary Ball 
Road for the report of a stolen 
cellphone and to the area near 
the Robert O. Norris Bridge for 
the report of a possible intoxi-
cated driver.

November 22: Staff 
responded to 10400 block of 
Mary Ball Road for the report 
of an animal carcass causing a 
traffic hazard, to the 100 block 
of Pinkardsville Road for the 
report of theft of US currency, 
to the 8400 block of Mary Ball 
Road for the report of a domes-
tic disturbance, to the 500 
block of North Main Street to 
investigate the report of embez-
zlement of money & property, 
to the 700 block of Newtown 
Road for the report of a domes-
tic disturbance that involved an 
assault with injury and to the 
100 block of Joyful Way for a 
report of a medical emergency 
that involved alcohol.

November 23: Staff 
responded to the 400 block of 
Beach Road for the report of an 
abandoned vehicle on private 
property, to the 400 block of 
Greentown Road for the report 
of a fight in progress and to the 
100 block of Brent Court for 
the report of a possible suicidal 
subject.

November 24: Staff 
responded to the 100 block of 
Little Branch Drive to investi-
gate the report of the unauthor-
ized use of an automobile.

November 25: Staff 
responded to the 100 block of 
Norris Road for the report of 
damage to a lawn caused by 
vehicles and to the 100 block of 
Whispering Pines Road for the 
report of trespassers causing a 
disturbance.

November 26: Staff 
responded to the 500 block of 

Longview Lane to assist with 
traffic control at a reported 
structure fire, to the area of 
Sydnor’s Millpond to assist the 
Northumberland County Sher-
iff’s Office (NCSO) in a narcot-
ics investigation with the use of 
the drug detecting canine, to 
the 100 block of White Chapel 
Road for the report of a single 
vehicle traffic crash after 
attempting to avoid a deer, to 
the 9400 block of River Road 
for the report of the theft of a 
mailbox, to the 900 block of 
Christ Church Road for the 
report of a domestic dispute, 
to the 1100 block of James B. 
Jones Highway for the report 
of weapons being discharged 
and to the 400 block of Wilson 
Lane for the report of threats to 
harm had been made and weap-
ons were involved.

November 27: Staff 
responded to the 9100 block 
of Jessie duPont Memorial 
Highway to assist NCSO with 
a wanted person who had bar-
ricaded himself in a residence 
and responded to the 200 block 
of Lancaster Creek Drive for 
the report of a burglary (upon 
arrival it was learned that the 
incident involved the violation 
of a protective order).

Staff also conducted 29 
traffic stops during the week, 
issued 15 summonses, assisted 
five motorists, received two 

reports of deer strike accidents, 
responded to eight building 
alarms, provided two inmate 
transports, received five E911 
hang up calls and two calls for 
animal control services.

Fire calls
The Upper Lancaster Volun-

teer Fire Department responded 
to traffic crashes at Mary Ball 
and Merry Point roads, and on 
White Chapel Road, and to a 
fuel spill cleanup on Mary Ball 
Road.

The Kilmarnock and Upper 
Lancaster firemen responded 
to a kitchen fire on Longview 
Lane.

Northumberland Sheriff 
James R. “Doc” Lyons this 
week reported charges against 
11 individuals.

Felonies
Melody Ann Mahon of 

Callao, 46, was charged 
November 23 with malicious 
bodily injury.

Kenneth O. Roy of Rich-
mond, 42, was charged Novem-
ber 23 with three counts of 
malicious wounding and one 
count of assault and battery.

Ronald James Crockett of 
Reedville, 36, was charged 
November 24 with possession 
of a schedule I or II drug.

Lynn C. Brownley of Sandy 
Point, 63, was charged Novem-
ber 25 with possession of a 
firearm and having a concealed 
weapon after being convicted 
of a felony. These were Nor-
thumberland County charges. 
He was arrested by the West-
moreland County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Barlow Kenway Crosby of 
Kilmarnock, 44, was charged 
November 27 with abduction, 
assault and battery, damaging 
property and resisting arrest.

Misdemeanors
A Heathsville woman, 43, 

was charged November 21 with 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol, reckless driving. She 
was also issued summons for 
failing to give signal and fail-
ing to yield to an emergency 
vehicle.

A Hague man, 45, was 
charged November 24 with 
criminal trespassing and being 
drunk in public.

A Kilmarnock woman, 28, 
was charged November 24 with 
three counts of violating a pro-
tective order.

A Lottsburg man, 54, was 
charged November 25 with hit 
and run. This warrant was from 
the Hanover County Sheriff’s 
Office and served by Northum-
berland County.

A Montross man, 22, was 
charged November 26 with 
having a concealed weapon and 
possession of marijuana.

A Hague man, 22, was 
charged November 26 with 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol, possession of mari-
juana, reckless driving and 
carrying a concealed weapon. 
He was also charged on a sum-
mons for refusing the breath 
test.

Bridge painting work may 
cause brief delays this week 
on Route 360 at the Downing 
Bridge at Tappahannock.

Route 360 will be reduced to 
a single lane on the bridge from 
7 a.m. on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 29, through 11:59 p.m. on 
Sunday, December 4.

A flagging crew will direct 
traffic through the work zone.

Crews will be painting struc-
tural steel on the bridge, which 
crosses the Rappahannock 
River between Essex and Rich-
mond counties.

Weather permitting, this will 
be the final week of bridge 
painting and single lane clo-
sures on the Downing Bridge 
associated with this work.

VDOT personnel will moni-
tor traffic conditions on Route 
360 and Route 17 in the Town 
of Tappahannock during the 
work zone. Motorists can find 
real-time information about 
lane closures, traffic, incidents 
and road conditions throughout 
Virginia at 511Virginia.

Expect delays 
at Downing 
Bridge this week

CALLAO—A revitaliza-
tion project meeting will 
be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
December 8, at Callao Fire-
house, 314 Northumberland 
Highway, Callao.

The public and manage-
ment team members are 
invited to review and pro-
vide input on the results of 
a two-day planning session 
conducted by design firm 
Hill Studio.

IRVINGTON—The town 
council and the town 
planning commission in 
Irvington will hold separate 
public hearings on a rezon-
ing request at their next 
meetings. The planning 
commission meets Tuesday, 
December 6, at 6:30 p.m. 
and council meets Thursday, 
December 8, at 7:30 p.m. 
Both meetings will be held 
in the town hall, 27 Steam-
boat Road.

Members will consider a 
request by Mary Ann Camp-
bell to rezone a parcel of 
land from residential, R-1, 
to business, B-1. The prop-
erty is at 4265 Irvington 
Road. 

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster County Board of 
Supervisors will hold this 
month’s meeting on Decem-
ber 12 due to the Christmas 
holidays. The meeting begins 
at 7 p.m. in the board meeting 
room of the County Adminis-
tration Building, 8311 Mary 
Ball Road and includes two 
public hearings on applica-
tions for special exceptions. 

Supervisors will consider 
a request by Gerald A. and 
Kirstin Gotthardt to expand an 
existing structure on a 1.14-
acre parcel at 3960 Weems 
Road. The property is zoned 
residential, R-1.

Also under consideration 
is a request by Benjamin C. 
and Lauren E. Leo to expand 
an existing structure on a 
1.03-acre parcel at 583 Moran 
Creek Road. The property is 
zoned residential, R-1.

At the meeting, the Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) will hold a public 
hearing on the Six-Year Plan 
budget for fiscal years 2017-
2022, dealing with secondary 
road improvements in Lan-
caster.

HEATHSVILLE—The 
regularly scheduled Northum-
berland County Board of 
Supervisors meeting set for 
next Thursday, December 8, 
will be postponed a week to 
December 15.

WHITE STONE—The 
White Stone Town Council 
will have a light agenda when 
it meets tonight, December 1, 
at 7 p.m. in the Town Hall, 433 
Rappahannock Drive, White 
Stone. 

According to town manager 
Patrick Frere, there are no 
public hearings and only one 
action item for consideration, 
a resolution for interim financ-
ing regarding the town's reno-
vation project.

Council will also hear a 
report from the White Stone 
Business Association on plans 
for its upcoming Winter Won-
derland, scheduled for Satur-
day, December 10, from 4 to 7 
p.m. The event includes a tree 
lighting, caroling, snacks and 
a visit from Santa. 

Tonight’s agenda also 
includes reports from Frere, 
town Police Chief Cliff 
Dawson and committee chairs. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

RRecord.com
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LUNCH  11am - 3pm 
THURSDAY – SATURDAY

DINNER  4pm - 9pm
TUESDAY NIGHT SPECIAL

Wings and Ribs
WEDNESDAY NIGHT SPECIAL

Dinner for Two – $29.99
Includes Complimentary Bottle of Wine

804.758.2213
                                Follow us on 

DAILY SPECIALS

260 Virginia Street, Urbanna | 758-4444 | lowe-tide.com

Where Treasures Are Found
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    Visit Urbanna and Lowe Tide on
December 3rd for the Historic

Holiday House Tour. 
Visit Urbanna.com

for more details

The latest in resort and holiday
fashions for men and women

Christmas Open House
Saturday, December 3rd
Drawings for Discounts
Shop Local & Stay Safe

Door Prizes! • Christmas Cheer!

FREE Gift Wrapping!

Fashion Show & Luncheon
Friday, December 2nd • 11-2

at
HISTORIC LANSDOWNE 

owned by
Mr. and Mrs. A.B. Gravatt

Tickets are limited to 75:available
online or at participating 

Urbanna Clothing Boutiques.  
Cyndy's Bynn, Lowe Tide,

ReSail Boutique and R.S. Bristow's.

You will receive a 10% discount
that day from these stores that
will be modeling the latest and

greatest fashions.

Historic Urbanna 
Christmas House

Tour
Saturday, December 3rd

10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Tickets are $25 in advance
and $30 at the door.

Please visit Urbanna.com for more information

Kilmarnock officially
welcomes Christmas season

Kilmarnock residents, council members and staff gathered 
November 23 at Town Hall, 1 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, 
to light the official town Christmas tree and illuminate the 
Steptoe’s District. From left are mayor Mae P. Umphlett and 
vice mayor Rebecca Tebbs Nunn. As the town’s businesses, 
residents and churches prepare for the season, Mayor 
Umphlett invites the entire community to spend Christmas 
in Kilmarnock. The annual ceremony also recognized donors 
of banners and hanging baskets around town. Photo by Robert 
Mason Jr.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Town of Kilmarnock recently 
announced the Holiday Lighting 
Contest is open to all residents 
and commercial businesses 
within the town. 

“We are happy to announce 
that the lighting contest has 
returned,” said deputy town 
manager/community develop-
ment strategist Susan Cockrell. 
“Kilmarnock’s residents and 
businesses do such a great job 
of decorating for the holidays.”

Participants are urged to be 
ready for judging beginning 
at 7 p.m. December 11, said 
Cockrell. Homes and busi-
nesses must be registered for 
the competition by December 
7. Registration forms are avail-
able at kilmarnockva.com and 
Town Hall, 1 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

There is no cost to participate 
and registering ensures that the 
judges are taken to the partici-
pating locations, she said.

All participating locations, 
whether business or residen-
tial, must be visible from public 
roads. Winners will be chosen 

Holiday Lighting Contest
judging set December 11

on the best use of lighting, cre-
ativity of the lights and original-
ity of the display.

First-, second- and third-place 
winners will receive a “bragging 
rights” sign for their yard and an 
award certificate. All winners 
will be announced by Mayor 
Mae Umphlett at the December 
19 Town Council meeting.

■ Homeless shelter
The Essex County Home-

less Organization (E.C.H.O.) 
will open its doors to overnight 
guests December 5 through 
March 1. Bay Transit will pro-
vide free round-trip transpor-
tation to and from the shelter 
from four Tappahannock loca-
tions.

The schedule is Essex 
Square, pick up 5:50 p.m., 
return 7:10 a.m.; Food Lion, 
pick up 5:55 p.m., return 7:05 
a.m.; Walmart, pick up 6 p.m., 
return 7 a.m.; Tappahannock 
Town Center, pick up 6:05 
p.m., return 6:55 a.m.; and 
E.C.H.O Shelter, pick up 6:30 
p.m., return 6:30 a.m.

NEWS 
BREAK

Rotary Christmas trees arrive
The Northern Neck Rotary Club’s annual Christmas tree sale is under way at 63 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. From left, president Bob Mullen and Rappahannock Community College 
volunteer Joseph Coleman help unload the trees. The lot will be open from 2 to 5 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturdays and 1 to 5:30 p.m. Sundays. Appointment tree 
sales may be arranged at 435-4183. 

The Northern Neck Rotary 
Club has begun to distribute 
more than $12,000 in pro-
ceeds from the annual CAP-
INNÉ 2016—Dancing with 
the Northern Neck Stars—to 
charities in Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties.

Thus far, Linking Hope & 
Help and the Lancaster/Nor-
thumberland Interfaith Ser-
vice Council representatives 
have visited with the club to 
accept donations and provide 
updates on the services pro-
vided by each agency. In the 
coming holiday season, addi-
tional funds will be given to 
the Boys and Girls Club of 
the Northern Neck; North-
ern Neck Food Bank; Bay 
Aging, Meals on Wheels/
MedCary; Middlesex/North-
ern Neck Free Health Clinic; 
The Haven Shelter/Services; 
Northern Neck CASA; Bon 
Secours RGH Cancer Center 
Patient Assistance Fund and 
The Alzheimer’s Association.

Rotary president Bob 

Tommy Hemans (left), executive director of the 
Lancaster/Northumberland Habitat for Humanity and 
Debbie Lancucki of Three Rivers Healthy Families accept 
donations from Bob Mullen, president of the Northern 
Neck Rotary Club.

Rotary distributing CAPINNÉ funds
Mullen said, “It is a privilege 
for us to assist these local 
agencies in some small way 
for the excellent and much 
needed services being given 
to those in need.” 

While the club is now heav-
ily involved in its annual 

Christmas Tree sale benefit-
ing Rotary programs, plan-
ning has begun on CAPINNÉ 
2017. A whole new compli-
ment of stars is currently 
being sought for the much-
anticipated program to be 
held in July, 2017.

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with a copy of the Rappahannock Record!

Open the Season with us!

Cyndy’s Bynn
Specials throughout the store.

www.cyndysbynn.com

Store Hours:    Mon. - Sat  10a.m. – 5p.m.        Sunday 11a.m. – 3p.m.

Open Sunday 11am – 3pm
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 “I just bought  
you the cutest little 

  economic stimulus  
for Christmas.”

©2016 Chesapeake Bank  Member FDIC

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula, Williamsburg and Richmond  800-434-1181  blog.chesbank.com

S
hop locally this holiday season, and you’ll find unique products and establishments filled with friendly neighbors. And better still, you’ll 

help support the financial health of your entire community. Just go to blog.chesbank.com for a directory of more than 300 locally owned and 

operated businesses and nonprofit organizations. The Buck Stays HereSM initiative – making your holidays brighter and your economy stronger. 

SM

Sponsored by

Support your area businesses this holiday season.

AMERICAN STANDARDINSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.

AUTO, HOME, FLOOD, BOAT, BONDS, 
COMMERCIAL, LIFE & HEALTH INSURANCE

ESTABLISHED IN 1959
435-1677 KILMARNOCK

dining, and entertainment by the 
Christmas Karaoke Carolers at 
the Kilmarnock Inn on Thursday, 
December 15th at 6 p.m. Dinner 
guests will judge the best karaoke 
performances of the evening. Seating 
is limited. Please call to book 
your dinner reservation.

If you would like to be a contestant and have the chance to win one of the top 
3 prizes, please come by and register before December 9th. Top cash prizes: 
1st place - $250.00, 2nd place - $100 and 3rd place - $50.00. Registration is 
limited to 10 contestants. The registration fee is $20.00.

CALLING ALL

Chorale music is in the air this weekend
The Chesapeake Chorale (above) rehearses in the final week before its annual Christmas concerts. Performances are at 8 p.m. 
Friday, December 2, at Northumberland High School; 8 p.m. Saturday, December 3, at Lancaster Middle School; 3 p.m. Sunday, 
December 4, at St. Clare Walker Middle School in Middlesex County.  All tickets are $10 with proceeds donated to area school 
music programs. They are also performing at 3:30 p.m. Monday, December 5, at Historic Christ Church, Weems. 

Members of the Richard 
Henry Lee Chapter, Sons of 
the American Revolution on 
November 21 were treated to 
a portrayal of how the chapter 
namesake was active in bring-
ing the colonies together in 
opposition to the Stamp Act.

Page Henley portrayed 
Lee, reported Albert “Spike” 
Nunn.

The Stamp Act was a tax 
imposed by British Parlia-
ment on goods and services 
between the colonies and 
Great Britain, explained 
Henley. The Treaty of Paris 
1763 ended the war between 
Britain and France; the Treaty 
of Paris 1783 marked the end 
of the Revolutionary War and 
guaranteed independence for 
the fledgling U.S.. 

However, leading up to 
these historic dates was an 
undercurrent of dissatisfaction 
within the Colonies. Among 
the complaints was the oner-
ous Stamp Act, which came 
to a head at the Boston Tea 
Party where colonists, brought 
to the point of rebellion by a 
tax imposed without any rep-
resentation by colonists, was 
passed by British parliament. 

Colonists were not con-
cerned about the negligible tax 
stamp required on all goods 
exchanged with Britain, but by 
the fact the tax stamp act was 
passed with no representation 

From left, Richard Henry Lee Chapter, Sons of the 
American Revolution president Don Smith thanks Page 
Henley for his insightful portrayal of Richard Henry Lee.

SAR members ‘hear’ from chapter namesake
of the colonists or their rep-
resentatives. This was appar-
ently the final straw for many 
colonists who sought inde-
pendence from Great Britain, 
and resulted in the Leedstown 
Resolution, written by Lee, 
and precursor of the Declara-
tion of Independence. 

The Resolution inspired the 
House of Burgesses of Louisa 
County to write a similar "Vir-
ginia Resolution" at the urging 
of Patrick Henry. The Leed-
stown Resolution was signed 
by some 115 brave men who 

felt strongly about liberty and 
were willing to sign the reso-
lution, stating "We, who sub-
scribe this paper, have associ-
ated and do bind ourselves to 
each other, to God, and to our 
country, by the firmest ties that 
Religion and Virtue can frame, 
most sacredly and punctually 
to stand by, and with our lives 
and fortunes to support, main-
tain, and defend each other.”

“Mr. Henley's address 
brought firmly to mind the 
sacrifices and determination to 
seek liberty exhibited by our 

forebears,” said Nunn. "The 
seeds of our liberty were sown 
by brave men and women 
more than 250 years ago."

HEATHSVILLE—The Rich-
ard Henry Lee Chapter of the 
Virginia Sons of the American 
Revolution (SAR), on November 
22 presented a Flag Certificate to 
Eric and Serena Toia at their home 
in Heathsville.

The Flag Certificate is an offi-
cial award of the SAR presented to 
individuals, companies and gov-
ernment agencies that fly the U.S. 
flag for patriotic purposes only. It 
is not to be given to any commer-
cial enterprise that obviously flies 
it for advertising purposes. 

According to SAR regulations, 
a chapter, state or the national 
society can present it. The regula-
tions go on to provide exactly how 
the certificate should be endorsed. 
First vice president Charles 
Belfield recommended the certifi-
cate be presented to the Toias and 
after approval made the presenta-
tion.

The Toias are very patriotic 
when it comes to the U.S. flag, 
said Belfield.

The flag went up in their front 
yard when Eric Toia went to serve 
in Afghanistan and has been there 
ever since, they reported. When-
ever the flag has become worn, it 
has been replaced with a new one. 
Old glory waves at their Heaths-
ville home during day light hours 
and it is lighted at night.

The chapter has awarded a flag 
certificate every year since 2010.

The chapter meets nine times 
a year in Irvington and is always 
interested in attracting new mem-
bers. Males who can or believe 
they can show that they are a 
direct descendant of a patriot in 
the American Revolutionary War 
and would like to join this patriotic 
organization, are urged to con-
tact the registrar, John “Woody” 
Woodard, sloopy336@gmail.
com, or 438-5407.

Eric and Serena Toia

SAR presents 
Flag Certificate
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

This coming week the Northern Neck 
will be celebrating the birthdays of 

two of its greatest financial geniuses, two 
ladies who have made indelible marks on 
the banking industry in our area.   For many 
individuals the names of Dianne Gutknecht 
and Maxine Carter were synonymous 
with professionalism and personal service 
throughout the course of their careers. Both 
now have retired after over three decades in 
the field, but the standards they set remain 
as happy memories for their many clients.

For quite some years my friend Bobby 
Crowther, also now retired after a lifetime 
career in the automobile industry, and I 
have tried to one-up each other in singing 
the praises of Diane. Her level of thought-
fulness from the earliest days of her entry 
into the world of banking through her ser-
vice as branch manager at two different 
locations was constant and never failing.  

Her memory for detail is extraordi-
nary, which has been a key factor in her 
success. She could recall the colors that 
each patron liked for his or her check-
book, always making certain that she had 

what the person desired on hand. She was 
stoic and resolute in handling any ques-
tions that arose, always conducting her-
self in such a cheerful manner that the 
customer was not only satisf ied, but hap-
pily grateful as well for her thoughtful 
concern.

Diane is a deep thinker, whether at her 
desk or in extracurricular activities. In her 
personal life, she has an abiding interest in 
learning and is a bright light in classes she 
has taken at her church, always asking the 
right questions and making the poignant 
observations that helped direct the sessions.  

Bobby Crowther and I have agreed to a 
Mexican standoff, admitting that neither 

of us could top the other in expressing our 
admiration for Diane. She has been a stead-
fast proponent of good will throughout her 
industry.

Wednesday will be a breather day between 
Diane’s birthday on Tuesday and Maxine’s 
on Thursday. In retirement Maxine remains 
a pillar of integrity after her long years of 
banking service.  IBM, Bill Gates and the 
late Steve Jobs never were able to produce 
a computer that could tabulate figures as 
quickly or proficiently as Maxine. She is a 
genuine mathematical whiz and she delights 
in performing calculations. Whereas others 
might find frustration in working with 
amounts, Maxine always was enthusiastic 
in bringing the end result to balance.

If a customer had been unable to figure a 
checkbook balance, Maxine found pleasure 
and fulfillment in putting the numbers in 
order. As with Diane, Maxine is a person 
of impeccable integrity, granted only what 
one would expect in a banker, who set the 
tone and the example for those who worked 
under her supervision.  

Maxine chose a different career course 

from that of her late mother, Mrs. Claudine 
Smith, who remains renowned in the North-
ern Neck for her service as a midwife, 
delivering over 300 babies in the course 
of her 30-year career and assisting in the 
delivery of over 200 others. Maxine once 
said working with figures was easy com-
pared to what her mother did.

Stylish hats and elegant attire are also 
trademarks of Maxine’s presence. At a 
recent reception I told her that initially I 
had thought some Hollywood star was vis-
iting the Northern Neck until she turned 
around, and I realized that it was one of our 
own Northern Neck stars.  

Both Diane and Maxine have made pas-
sage through life better and of higher qual-
ity for untold individuals who came to rely 
on them in making their most important 
financial decisions. They each exuded trust 
and security in their dealings with their 
customers, who, more accurately, should be 
called their friends.  

Happy Retirement and Happy Birthday to 
Diane and to Maxine!

“Ad multos annos!” 

Both now have retired after 
over three decades in the 
field, but the standards they 
set remain as happy memo-
ries for their many clients.

Focal Point

Miracle is moored at Tiffany Yachts on the Great Wicomico River. It survived the fire 
there in 2010.

Photo by Jason Swift

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

According to VDOT's “State 
of the Structures and Bridges 
Report Fiscal Year 2015,” in 
recent years the percentage of 
Structurally Deficient bridges 
has steadily decreased, reflect-
ing an apparent improve-
ment in conditions of bridges. 
However, while the number of 
bridges in “Poor" condition has 
indeed decreased, the overall 
condition of bridge inventory 
has not improved. 

Available funding in the con-
struction program has often 
led to the selection of smaller 
bridges for replacement. While 
this has resulted in a reduc-
tion in the number of bridges 
in poor condition the net result 

Deficient
Norris Bridge
needs attention

is we are developing a signifi-
cant backlog of larger bridges 
which need more extensive 
rehabilitations. This is due to 
selecting less expensive struc-
tures for replacement/rehabili-
tation and due to performing 
minimal repairs necessary to 
larger bridges to maintain the 
minimum General Condition 
Rating (GCR) of 5. 

A minimum GCR of 5 
avoids the status “Structurally 
Deficient.”

The Commonwealth’s inven-
tory includes 4,994 bridges at 
risk of becoming Structurally 
Deficient. These bridges have 
at least one major component 
(deck, superstructure or sub-
structure) with a GCR of 5.

The Robert O. Norris 
Bridge has a GCR of 5 in all 
three components: “Structural 
appraisal: Somewhat better 

than minimum adequacy to 
tolerate being left in place as 
is. Deck geometry appraisal: 
Basically intolerable requiring 
high priority of replacement."

It is time for the Norris 
Bridge to be modernized. The 
Northern Neck Planning Dis-
trict has submitted a funding 
application to do so. We are 
competing for funds and your 
support is needed, both by 
writing to VDOT and in con-
tinuing to urge our local Repre-
sentatives to be actively vocal 
in support of the Norris Bridge 
modernization project.

Resources for writing to 
VDOT & local leadership, and 
the VDOT report noted above 
can be found at: REPLACER-
OBERTONORRISBRIDGE.
ORG.

Susan Lovelady,
White Stone

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

“Beautiful music is the art of the prophets 
that can calm the agitations of the soul; it is 
one of the most magnificent and delightful 
presents God has given us.”—Martin Luther

As we reflect upon this season of giving, 
listen to the music. There are several opportu-
nities in the coming weeks to hear Christmas 
music and to share it with others.

Chesapeake Chorale Christmas concerts are 
slated at 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday, December 
2 and 3, and 3 p.m. Sunday, December 4. Con-
certs will be held Friday at the Northumberland 
County Schools Performing Arts Theater, 201 
Academic Lane, Heathsville; Saturday at the 
Lancaster Middle School Theater, 191 School 
Street, Kilmarnock; and Sunday at St. Clare 
Walker Middle School Auditorium, 6814 Gen-
eral Puller Highway, Locust Hill.

Tickets are $10. Advance tickets may be 
purchased at Bank of Lancaster in Kilmarnock, 
White Stone and Burgess; as well as Chesa-
peake Bank and EVB in Kilmarnock; Country 
Cottage in White Stone; Rappahannock West-
minster-Canterbury in Irvington; and Lillian 
Lumber in Burgess.

The Community Chorus Christmas concert 
will be presented at 3 p.m. Sunday, December 
4, at Tappahannock Memorial United Method-
ist Church, 345 Earl Street, Tappahannock. The 
concert will feature classics, favorites, carols, a 
cappella, bells, sing-a-longs and a silly song.

The Foundation for Historic Christ Church 
hosts the The Holly & The Ivy, an annual car-
oling program, at 3:30 p.m. Monday, Decem-
ber 5, at Christ Church, 420 Christ Church 
Road, Weems. The Chesapeake Chorale and 
Christchurch School Cantorion will lead the 
caroling, Admission is two nonperishable 
goods to be donated to the Northern Neck 
Food Bank. Refreshments will be served in the 
Bayne Center. 

The Northumberland County Historical Soci-
ety will celebrate the Christmas season from 
2:30 to 4 p.m. December 11 at Ball Memorial 
Library and Museum, 86 Back Street, Heaths-
ville. Society members and the public are wel-
come to attend this Christmas “meet and greet” 
celebration. Dr. Susan Anthony-Tolbert will 
offer seasonal music on the harp, including tra-
ditional favorites, Celtic Christmas selections 
and some of the music of J.S. Bach. 

Christchurch School will present its 
36th annual Festival of Lessons and 
Carols December 11 in St. Peter’s Chapel on 
the school campus, 49 Seahorse Lane, Christ-
church. There will be seatings at 4 p.m. and 
6:15 p.m. Reservations are required. RSVP to 
CCSevents@christchurchschool.org, or 758-

2306, ext. 134.
Cantori Choral Ensemble, under the direc-

tion of Agnes French, will present its 2016 
Christmas concert at 7:30 p.m. December 
11 at Grace Episcopal Church, 303 South 
Main Street, Kilmarnock. An offering will be 
received in support of Cantori.

Christmas by the Bay will be presented by 
the Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of Com-
merce at 7 p.m. December 16 at the Lancaster 
Playhouse, 361 Chesapeake Drive, White 
Stone. This concert featuring James Justin & 
Co. with special guest David Graham will offer 
Christmas music with a bluegrass twist.

Tickets are $25 each and include a copy of 
JJ&Co.’s new CD “12.25.82.” Proceeds will 
benefit the Northern Neck Food Bank. Beer 
and wine will be available. Patrons must be age 
21 or older.

The Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts 
2016-17 On Stage concert series will continue 
December 17 with the Virginia Symphony 
Orchestra Brass Ensemble. The holiday concert 
will begin at 3 p.m. at the Lancaster Middle 
School Theater, 191 School Street, Kilmar-
nock.

Admission is by season subscription, or $35 
at rappahannockfoundation.org, or 438-5555. 
If available, tickets will be $40 at the door.

Concert tickets make a great stocking stuffer. 
Upcoming On Stage shows will include Danu, 
offering a mix of ancient Irish tunes and new 
Celtic repertoire, on March 15; and Shadows 
of the 60s, offering Motown hits spanning 
three decades, on April 15. 

The Nouvelet Chamber Choir will pres-
ent its seventh annual Christmas concerts at 
5 p.m. December 17 and 18 at White Stone 
United Methodist Church, 118 Methodist 
Church Road, White Stone.

Churches throughout the community will 
present special Christmas music programs 
during the holiday season.

Touring singer/songwriter Shane Cooley 
will perform a free holiday homecoming 
show at 6 p.m. December 21 at Rappahan-
nock Grill, 37 North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock.

For a lasting impression, stuff those stock-
ings with “On Christmas Day in the Morn-
ing,” a new CD from Spencer & Beane. The 
CD, by local musicians Matthew Spencer and 
Mei-Li Garcia Beane, sells for $10 and may 
be purchased at spencerandbeane.com.

“Let us have music for Christmas…Sound 
the trumpet of joy and rebirth; Let each of us 
try, with a song in our hearts, to bring peace 
to men on earth.”—Mildred L. Jarrell

As Maryland watermen seek 
to shake up their state’s manage-
ment of the Chesapeake Bay 
oyster fishery, they’re looking 
south, where landings in Virgin-
ia’s public fishery last year were 
six times what they were a decade 
ago.

Maryland’s wild harvest has 
actually surpassed Virginia’s in 
the last four years, as it enjoyed 
a similar boom. With a strong tra-
dition of private oyster farming, 
Virginia gets more bivalves from 
leased bottom areas than from its 
public fishery.

But it’s the way that the Old 
Dominion manages its public 
fishery, rather than the overall 
result, that has drawn the interest 
of its northern neighbors.

Maryland looking at Virginia’s 
oyster management methods

by Timothy B. Wheeler Virginia regulates the harvest 
on much of its public oyster 
grounds on a rotating basis. 
Oyster reefs are opened to boats 
using power gear — dredges 
or smaller, motor-driven “hand 
scrapes” — only once every two 
or three years, and then for just a 
portion of the October-through-
May harvest season. The sched-
ule is staggered so some reefs 
in every part of the Bay remain 
open at any given time.

To hear Jim Wesson tell it, the 
state more or less backed into its 
rotational harvest system about 
a decade ago, as managers tried 
to keep watermen from rapidly 
depleting reefs that had just been 
restocked with oyster shells.

Wesson is the long-time 
chief of oyster conservation and 
replenishment for the Virginia 

Marine Resources Commission 
(VMRC). A former waterman, 
Wesson has a Ph.D. in wild-
life ecology and more than two 
decades of experience in oyster 
management. With Maryland 
watermen expressing an inter-
est in trying rotational harvest in 
their end of the Bay, that state’s 
officials recently invited Wesson 
to brief Maryland’s oyster advi-
sory commission on rotational 
harvest.

“It started in the Rappahan-
nock (River), in an area where 
we did a major restoration,” 
Wesson recalled in an interview 
with the Bay Journal. The area 
was initially closed to harvest, to 
give young oysters, called spat, 
a chance to grow to market size 

OYSTER, continued on page A8
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NOTICE
Lancaster Square & Chesapeake Commons 

Parking Lots Will Be Closed
Next Friday, Dec. 9, at 6:45pm

No Entrance/Exit to Main Street Until 
8:00pm for Christmas Parade

 

Pick up a coloring page  
 

27 North Main Street in Kilmarnock or  
download from our website  

www.rrecord.com.

RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

Win
Prizes!

Holiday Coloring Contest

Contest Rules
 Contest open to ages 4–10. 
 First, second and third place winners in age group 4-6,  
age group 7-8, and age group 9-10 will be awarded prizes. 

 All entries must be received by Monday, December 12 at 5 p.m.

 2016

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE CONDUCT ESTATE SALES
&

Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 
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Care Designed Around...

 

Andrea Alejo, M.D. 
is welcoming new patients at  

Internal Medicine Associates of Gloucester  
and looks forward to being a part of 

Your Personal Health Team. 

 
 

Call or Go Online Today!

804-693-2720

riversideonline.com/ChooseUs
   or text CHOOSEUS to 78234

Appointments Available Now

Call 804-693-3825
for more information.

Do you remember?
This undated photo from the Kilmarnock Museum shows Otis 
George “filling up” his play car with gas from the old Ocran 
post office and store, reported museum president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember is a public service of the 
museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the Decem-

ber 2, 1926, issue of the Rap-
pahannock Record)

Irvington
The bazaar and supper 

Thanksgiving evening for the 
benefit of our high school was 
well attended and in every way 
a success.

The school closed Tues-
day afternoon for three days’ 
Thanksgiving holiday which 
was greatly enjoyed by both 
teachers and pupils.

Miss Thyra Grinnels of I. H. 
S. faculty left Tuesday after-
noon for Richmond, en route to 
the State Teachers Meeting in 
Roanoke.

Miss Frances Gresham, 
another member of our faculty, 
spent the holidays in Balti-
more.

Master Linwood James was 
visiting relatives in Baltimore 
during the holidays.

Mrs. H. Rilee has returned 
from Norfolk, much benefitted 
by medical treatment.

Mrs. Ray Long and chil-
dren are in Norfolk , where 
Mrs. Long will receive medi-
cal treatment while visiting her 
parents.

Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Haynie, 
Mr. and Mrs. U. J. Pruitt and 
Mr. Jesse Long were aboard 
the ferry en route to Richmond 
Thursday when the ferry went 
aground; they were greatly 
delayed.

Misses Martha Lokey and 
Alma Haydon were in Rich-
mond Thanksgiving and the 

weekend.
Mrs. E. T. Rilee was in Balti-

more recently.
Mrs. S. A. Buchan and son 

spent last weekend in Freder-
icksburg.

We are glad to report Miss 
Annie Long, who has been 
sick for some time, improving. 
We hope she may continue to 
improve speedily.

The Tuesday Club was 
entertained last week in a 
most pleasant manner by Mrs. 
Ernest Meekins. This week it 
will be the happy guest of Mrs. 
H. O. Rock.

Miss Grace Roberts, who 
was the guest of Maria Brew-
ington, has returned to her 
home in Northampton County.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Guthrie 
recently entertained in a most 
charming manner at a dinner 
party. The guest were: Misses 
Mildred Brockenbrough and 
Emma Griffith, Mr. Hall, Mr. 
Robt. Murphy and Mr. and 
Mrs. F. W. Gunby.

White Stone
School opened up on 

Monday, after being closed 
several days for the holidays.

We are sorry to note Mrs. F. 
W. Edwards indisposed at this 
writing.

Those from here spending 
the holidays in Richmond, Va., 
and attending the games are as 
follows: Mr. and Mrs. Carlysle 
Simmons, Mr. and Mrs. W. A. 
Mercer, Mr. and Mrs. W. A. 
Diggs, Misses Anna Belle and 
Jane Treakle, of the H. S. fac-

ulty. Misses Linda Saunders, 
Genevieve Hubbard, Joanna 
Winegar, Mrs. John Garrett and 
daughter Mildred and Messrs. 
Carroll Hazzard, Bob Treakle, 
Charles Payne, J. J. Mercer and 
W. T. James, Jr.

Mrs. W. L. Brent assisted in 
the People’s Bank the past week 
in Miss Winegar’s absence.

Miss Essie Harper spent the 
weekend at her parental home 
in Essex.

Mr. Charles T. Miller has 
accepted a position with Mr. 
W. M. Williams in his garage.

Dr. and Mrs. T. F. Carroll 
accompanied Mrs. R. L Alex-
ander as far as Baltimore and 
spent the holidays there.

Mr. and Mrs. B. J. Kennerly 
have moved into the home of 
Mr. H. N. Clark, near Ocran.

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. D. Jack-
son and the lady’s father spent 
Thanksgiving at the former’s 
parental home at Emmerton.

Mr. R. K. Whaley is suf-
fering from rheumatism; we 
are glad to note he is much 
improved at this writing.

Mr. and Mrs. Jas. H. Jenkins 
and family visited his brother 
at Emmerton on Thursday.

Professor D. B. Webb and 
Miss Lucy Treakle attended 
the Virginia Educational Asso-
ciation, which was held in Roa-
noke the past week.

$10,000,000 STEEL BRIDGE
WILL CONNECT EAST, WEST
SHORE STATE IN 2 YEARS

Baltimore, Md.--Realization 
of a dream which has been 
nursed by many Maryland-
ers, especially on the Eastern 
Shore, for decades, bordered 
on with the newly incorpo-
rated Chesapeake Bay Bridge 
Company before 5 o’clock last 
Monday papers of incorpora-
tion were filed signifying the 
intention of the new company 
of constructing a span which 
would connect the east and 
west shores of the state.

   The new company is under-
stood to be backed by New 
York interests, and prepared 
to begin work on the project in 
the spring.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

The Rappahannock Record 
will publish letters to Santa in 
the December 22 issue.

Deliver letters to the Record 
office by noon Monday, Decem-
ber 12. If letters are written 
as a class project, teachers are 
urged to submit them by Friday, 
December 9.

Letters should be written with 
a dark pencil or ink and include 
the child’s name, age and home-
town. Parents, teachers and 
others are asked to make certain 
the letters are legible. Please 
include the teacher's first and last 
names with class submissions.

The letters should be short and 
concise so Santa can read them 
quickly.

Email letters to editor@rap-
precord.com, send to Rappah-
annock Record, P.O. Box 400, 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482, fax to 
435-2632, or deliver them to the 
Record office at 27 North Main 
Street. There is a delivery slot 
in the front door for after-hours 
submissions.

Santa letters will be published 
in the Thursday, December 22, 

Christmas Greetings special sec-
tion.

Coloring contest
The Record’s 2016 Holiday 

Coloring Contest also is under 
way. The contest is open to ages 
4-10. 

First-, second- and third-place 
winners in age groups 4-6, 7-8 
and 9-10 will be awarded prizes. 
Decision of the judges is final.

Pick up a coloring page at the 
Record office, 27 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock, or download 
pages at rrecord.com.

All entries must be received 
by 5 p.m. Monday, December 
12.

Winning entries and others, as 
space allows, will be published 
in the December 22 Christmas 
Greetings special section.

Santa letters due; coloring 
contest is now under way

■ Potomac River panel to meet
The Potomac River Fisheries Commission will meet at 9 a.m. 

Friday, December 2, at the PRFC, 222 Taylor Street, Colonial Beach.
The agenda will include reports on the crab and oyster harvests, 

the annual oyster survey, 2017 recreational and commercial striped 
bass regulations and the menhaden quota. 

■ Apply for preservation grants
Preservation Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula (PNNMP) 

awards preservation grants of $500 to $1,000 to help conserve 
historic buildings and objects of the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula for future generations. Museums, other institutions, 
historical groups and private individuals may apply.

Applications will be accepted through January for the next 
round of grants to be made in March 2017. To apply, visit pnnmp.
org/grants---projects.html, or write to the PNNMP Grant Com-
mittee at Post Office Box 691, Warsaw, VA 22572. 

NEWS BREAK
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after they had settled on reefs.
That normally takes three 

years. But back then, the diseases 
MSX and Dermo were rampant 
in the Bay and were killing oys-
ters before they could be har-
vested. With landings seriously 
depressed, watermen lobbied 
successfully to open part of the 
restored area so they could take 
what was there before it died.

Once those reefs were depleted, 
Wesson says, watermen began 
to press to open the rest. Wor-
ried that the restoration would 
be short-lived if that happened, 
VMRC officials negotiated with 
watermen to divide the lower 
Rappahannock into six regions, 
and to open two areas a year in 
different parts of the river.

“They wanted to get in the 
lower areas so bad they were will-
ing to go with rotation,” Wesson 
says. “If we had started from 
scratch, it would not have taken 
off.”

When reefs are closed for two 
to three years at a time, Wesson 
explains, oysters have time to 
spawn, and their young can grow 
without being hurt by constant 
harvest pressure. Even though 
watermen are supposed to throw 
back any oysters smaller than 3 
inches, they’re often lost for good 
as the reef itself is torn up by the 
dredging gear.

By forcing watermen to wait, 
the rotational harvest not only 
prevented the rapid depletion of 
oyster reefs, it resulted in a bigger 
overall catch, Wesson says. “You 
get more bushels than if (they 
are) harvested every year,” he 
says. But to realize those rewards, 
he notes, “you’ve got to put up 
with some pain.”

Since then, Virginia's rotational 
harvest has been extended to the 
York River and Mobjack Bay, to 
the Great Wicomico River and to 
Tangier and Pocomoke sounds. 
Meanwhile, Wesson says, the 
major threat to the survival of the 
Bay’s oysters — and to the viabil-
ity of the oyster industry — has 
shifted. The diseases have abated; 
now, he says, the main challenge 
is harvest pressure itself.

“We have to control the har-
vest,” Wesson says, “in order to 
keep something out there for the 
watermen to harvest down the 
road.”

Virginia watermen have 

VA oyster growing success eyed by Maryland
continued from page A6

accepted it, for the most part. “I 
think overall, it’s been success-
ful,” says J. C. Hudgins, acting 
president of the Virginia Water-
man’s Association. “There’s so 
much pressure on the oyster 
resource now, two or three boats 
work an area for 30 days, they 
clean it up pretty good. It takes 
three years to grow back.”

Other areas in Virginia’s por-
tion of the Bay are open on a 
yearly basis to hand tonging, the 
traditional scissors-like rakes on 
long wooden shafts that water-
men with strong backs have used 
since the Civil War to muscle 
oysters from the depths. But 
Wesson says the hand-operated 
gear is so inefficient that water-
men wielding it give up on work-
ing reefs once the oysters thin out 
to a certain point.

The motorized gear, though, 
is so effective that watermen 
can still catch their limit even 
when the marketable bivalves are 
widely dispersed. Any surviv-
ing adult oysters left can be so 
far apart that they have trouble 
connecting to reproduce. The 
gear also wreaks havoc on young 
bivalves, Wesson says, tearing up 
the reefs by breaking up and scat-
tering the shells on which they’re 
growing.

That’s an unpopular view 
among watermen in both states, 
who insist that “working a reef” 
is vital to maintaining a healthy 
oyster population. Like a farmer 
plowing a field, they say, dredg-
ing improves a reef by turning 
oyster shells over and knocking 
off potentially smothering silt. 
But Wesson calls that “an old 
wives’ tale,” not borne out by 
the evidence. Surveys in Virginia 
have found, he says, that after 
watermen work a reef for just one 
month with hand scrapes to get 
the large, market-size oysters, 90 
percent of the spat, or newly set-
tled baby oysters, are destroyed.

“It’s pretty clear that working 
the bottom hurts; it doesn’t help,” 
he says. “They are not farmers; 
they are harvesters.”

Wesson’s views on oyster sanc-
tuaries prove more to the liking of 
Maryland’s watermen, who want 
to be allowed to work in some 
of their state’s extensive network 
of areas closed to harvesting. 
To them, the rotational system 
sounds like the proverbial win-
win.

“Really, it’s better than a sanc-
tuary,” argues Robert T. Brown, 
president of the Maryland Water-
men’s Association. Leaving the 
reefs alone for a while means 
the oysters perform the ecologi-
cal role for which the sanctuar-
ies were established, Brown says, 
filtering water and providing 
habitat for other fish. But then 
by allowing harvests every few 
years — maybe even four or five, 
he suggests — watermen can col-
lect the older oysters on the reefs, 
which he contends are bound to 
get infected by disease and die if 
left in the water.

Wesson says it’s unclear what, 
if any, benefit oysters enjoy in 
sanctuaries beyond being spared 
from harvesting. Surveys have 
found that the reefs in Virginia’s 
sanctuaries have no more oys-
ters or better spat set than those 
nearby that are regularly har-
vested, he said.

Even so, he says he wouldn’t 
support eliminating Virginia’s 
sanctuaries, which tend to be 
smaller than Maryland’s. They’re 
natural monitors — "canaries in 
a coal mine," he says — for the 
impacts of disease and harvest on 
the overall oyster stock.

Virginia’s rotational harvest 
system could still use some 
tweaking, Wesson says. The 
Tangier and Pocomoke areas are 
open every two years instead 
of three, and the landings from 
that region have plummeted of 
late. He has proposed lengthen-
ing their rotation to three years, 
but watermen have successfully 
resisted that. Meanwhile, the 
James River, home of Virginia’s 
most productive oyster grounds, 
is open every year and the hand-
scrape harvest there is expected 
to be down this season.

Even with rotational harvest, 
Wesson says, the fishery is show-
ing signs of stress. The rebound 
in oyster stocks that came as 
diseases abated has brought a 
resurgence in the number of 
watermen seeking to harvest 
the bounty — so many, in fact, 
that they’re having a hard time 
catching enough lately to make a 
living. The VMRC has responded 
by trying to reduce the number of 
oyster harvest licenses.

Maryland has seen a similar 
surge in its oyster industry, but 
the state’s oyster advisory com-
mission is talking about opening 
sanctuaries to harvest rather than 
controlling the amount of harvest 
pressure.

To Marylanders considering 
emulating Virginia’s rotational 
harvest system, Wesson offers 
some cautionary advice. First, he 
says, the reefs put in rotation need 
to get a dependable spat set of 
new baby oysters or there won’t 
be a new crop to harvest every 
few years. That’s more likely to 
happen in the saltier waters in 
Virginia, he pointed out. In Mary-
land’s lower salinity water, good 
natural reproduction occurs less 
frequently.

Another key, he says, is ensur-
ing that the shells on the reefs 

remain in good condition. That, 
he says, is his big concern for the 
future of the public oyster fishery 
in the Bay. Oysters create shell 
as they grow, and their shells 
provide the foundation for suc-
ceeding generations, as initially 
free-swimming oyster larvae 
need hard surfaces on which to 
settle. But Wesson says the Bay is 
suffering a net loss in reef habi-
tat — they disintegrate naturally 
over time, and their destruction 
is hastened by being repeatedly 
raked over by harvesters.

The VMRC gets $2 million a 
year from the General Assembly 
to replenish reefs where the shell 
stocks have been worn down by 
harvest pressure. But Wesson 
says that’s nowhere near enough. 
The VMRC this year was only 
able to pay for dredging up or 
buying enough shell from oys-
ter-packing houses to replenish 
about one third of the 1,500 acres 
of reefs in need of rebuilding.

“We don’t have enough oys-
ters creating enough shells to 
replace what’s lost,” he warns. 
“We are always losing shell, and 
if we don’t put shell back, then 
we cannot maintain any stability 
in our oyster beds, and we’ll lose 
them all.”

Timothy B. Wheeler is manag-
ing editor and project writer for 
the Bay Journal. He has more 
than two decades of experience 
covering the environment for the 
Baltimore Sun and other media 
outlets. Distributed by the Bay 
Journal News Service.

When reefs are closed for two to three years 
at a time, Wesson explains, oysters have 
time to spawn, and their young can grow 
without being hurt by constant harvest 
pressure. 


