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Feeding the needy in Northum-
berland County has been a mis-

sion of Gleamers and Blenders since 
the organization was founded nearly 
30 years ago. Now the group not 
only feeds, it educates. 

Along with distributing food to 
qualified recipients each month, the 
volunteer organization has partnered 
with Virginia Cooperative Extension 
to educate clients on nutrition, safe 
food handling and making healthy 
choices on a budget. 

“It is becoming increasingly 
important to stock nutritious foods 
to improve the food security, health 
and well-being of limited-resource 
families,” said volunteer Linda 
Hobson. “Gleamers and Blenders 
volunteers were interested in provid-
ing food samples that contain local, 
seasonal produce participants have 
never tasted before.”

With the Thanksgiving holiday 
approaching, Hobson and Kelly 
Lewis, a SNAP Ed Extension Agent 
with Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion, created a sweet potato and 
pecan casserole for tasting at the 
Gleamers and Blenders center on 
November 10. Sutherland visits the 
center once a month to share nutri-
tion information with the clients. 
She conducts a five to ten minute 
presentation on food prep and safe 
handling tips and provides recipes to 
teach families how to cook and eat 
healthy on a budget.

There’s typically some taste-
testing involved, said Gleamers and 
Blenders secretary April Kranda. 
Hobson or Sutherland will make a 
dish using one of the featured items 
that week. Clients taste the dish and 
are given the recipe. 

“Many times its a food item 
many of the families haven’t eaten 
before,” said Kranda. “They are very 
engaged when she’s talking to them 
and they ask a lot of questions.”

The parking lot and small waiting 

LANCASTER—The Lancaster 
school board chairman on November 
18 denied an allegation that the board 
wants an amendment to the Code of 
Virginia in order to hire school superin-
tendent Steve Parker’s wife, Dr. Karen 
Parker, from Northumberland High 
School where she teaches math.

The charge was made November 
14 at a Northumberland school board 
meeting by District 3 member Gerald 
Howard.

“It is a baseless and malicious claim,” 
said Lancaster school board chair-
man Dr. Robert Westbrook. “I made 
the request after we were unable to 
hire a highly qualified science teacher 
because he was the son-in-law of a 
board member. It never had anything to 
do with Karen.

“It is difficult to get good teachers to 
move to small, rural districts. The reso-
lution seeks an exemption Virginia’s 
General Assembly has granted to other 
similarly sized school districts that have 
the same recruiting issues—lower pay, 
older community, few young people,” 
said Westbrook.

Other members of the Northumber-
land board disagreed with Howard and 
adopted the resolution, 4-1. Lancaster, 
Richmond and Westmoreland counties 
unanimously adopted similar mea-
sures.

The resolution seeks to have Del. 
Margaret Ransone sponsor an amend-
ment to exempt the four school districts 
in the Northern Neck from a provision 
of the law that prevents hiring the most 
qualified candidates to fill professional 
vacancies if the applicant happens to be 
related to a board member or superin-
tendent.

“Mr. Howard’s statement has no basis 
in fact,” said superintendent Parker. “I 
personally contacted superintendent 
Dr. (Rebecca) Gates while she still 
headed up the school district and shared 
with her the reasoning for our board’s 
request for exemption. I assured her 
that I had no intention of employing 
my wife in Lancaster County schools. 
Either this was not communicated to the 
board or Mr. Howard does not believe 
me. Whichever is true, the statement is 
not factual and that is very concerning.”

Howard responded to related ques-
tins,  “No comment.”

LANCASTER—By consensus, 
Lancaster supervisors last week put 
an end to the idea of converting the 
Family Maternity Center building to 
an operations center for Emergency 
Management Services (EMS).

The existing building’s limitations 
and costs associated with acquir-
ing the property and renovating it, 
appeared to far outweigh any ben-
efits.

Tom Tingle of the Williamsburg-
based architectural firm of Guernsey 
Tingle evaluated the site and facility 
and projected costs for conversion 
at $3.063 million, or about $258 per 
square foot. He said the 7-year-old 
building has too many limitations 
and needs too much work to make it 
operational for EMS. 

In addition to acquiring the prop-
erty from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, some adjoining prop-
erty would have to be purchased in 
order to meet the additional needs of 
EMS, he said. Costs were estimated 
at $860,000 for property acquisi-
tion, $250,000 for site construction, 
$1,162,200 for building renovation 
and $790,600 for additions, includ-
ing apparatus bays and elevators, 
according to Tingle.

“In addition to the cost, there would 
be compromises in the function of 
the station due to the limitations of 
the layout and structure of the exist-

ing building and site,” said Guernsey 
Tingle senior vice president Andrew 
Cronan.

He noted the facility was con-
structed more in line with a residence 
and not an emergency facility with the 
capabilities to withstand high winds.  

“We would need to strengthen 
the structure from residential with 
it’s 2-by-4 stud construction,” said 
Cronan. “We’d have to replace the 
HVAC, plumbing, electrical, genera-
tor, elevator,” and take out and replace 
the driveway for the heavier weight 
emergency vehicles. “At the end of 
the day, you’d still be dealing with 
seven-year-old elements and columns 
in the way.” 

Tingle suggested they build a new 
facility on a corner of the 30-acre 
county owned parcel on Mary Ball 
and Pinkardsville roads. “But away 
from the intersection,” he said. He 
gave a rough estimate of $240 to $270 
per square foot for new construction, 
based on other contracts under way.

The company will present a con-
ceptual design for a new facility to 
supervisors in late February. 

In other business, supervisors 
accepted the abstract of votes for the 
November election, and approved 
a request from RAS Ventures LLC/ 
Ryan and Alison Adler to replace an 
existing single-story structure with 
a two-story structure on a 0.47 acre 
parcel at 159 BayView Drive in the 
Corrotoman by the Bay subdivision.

Supervisors shed notion to
convert Family Maternity
Center for EMS operations

by Audrey Thomasson

Lancaster school board chairman
denies allegation regarding basis 
for proposed legislative amendment

by Audrey Thomasson

Gleamers and Blenders president Charles Howard and Virginia Cooperative Extension agent Kelly Lewis display a 
basket of fresh produce, bread and canned goods distributed along with a frozen turkey to families in need. 

Gleamers and Blenders
are thankful to continue 
30-year giving tradition

From left, volunteers Ella Blue and Charles Butler place a frozen turkey 
into each box before adding fresh produce and bread. Ninety turkeys were 
distributed this month by the Gleamers and Blenders to needy families in 
Northumberland County. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

area in the blue and yellow cinder-
block Gleamers and Blenders center 
at 16097 Northumberland Highway 
near Burgess was packed last Thurs-
day morning. Folks waited for their 
name and number to be called to 
receive a shopping cart filled with 
produce, canned goods, cereals, 
pastas, rices and a frozen turkey, 

just in time for the Thanksgiving 
holiday. 

The doors open at the center at 
9:45 a.m. with distribution start-
ing at 10 a.m. and ending at noon. 
It’s a hectic two hours. Volunteers 
hustled from one station to the next, 

GLEAMERS, continued on page A2

The Record office will be closed Thursday and Friday, November 24 and 25, 
for the Thanksgiving holiday.

However, deadlines for the next issue will remain unchanged. The deadline 
for display advertising is 5 p.m. Monday, November 28. The deadlines for 
classified advertising and news are noon Tuesday, November 29.

Happy Thanksgiving. 
Among other upcoming deadlines, Santa letters are due by noon Monday, 

December 12. If letters are written as a class project, teachers are urged to 
submit them by Friday, December 9.

The Record’s 2016 Holiday Coloring Contest entries are due by 5 p.m. 
Monday, December 12. See related story on page A7 for details. 

Record office will be closed
for Thanksgiving holiday
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RAL
Holiday Gift

Shop

R
RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

Studio Gallery
19 N Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA

Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

Nov 15 - Dec 31
Reception Dec 2, 5 - 7pm

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

Wishing that the blessings of this 
Thanksgiving fil l your home and 

heart with joy and cheer.
“Happy Thanksgiving”

Cathy Rowe  804-436-2696
crowe@pleasantlife.com

4503 Irvington Road, Irvington, VA

From left, volunteers Tom 
Price and Rev. Rebecca Minor 
fill a bag with canned goods. 
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

sometimes bumping into each 
other, hurrying to fill the carts 
for some 50 different fami-
lies. 

According to Kranda, 90 
families receive grocery 
items each month. Distribu-
tion is held on second, third 
and fourth Thursdays and 
families are allowed one pick 
up per month. The office is 
closed on the first and fifth 
Thursdays. 

“This is not meant to pro-
vide a month’s worth of food 
for a family,” she said. “It’s 
meant to be a supplement.”

Over the last two weeks, 
Gleamers and Blenders dis-
tributed 90 frozen turkeys, 
along with Thanksgiving fix-
ings, including salad items, 
canned corn and beans, sweet 
potatoes and bread. An esti-
mated $75 to $100 worth of 
groceries is provided to each 
family once a month. 

“What you see going on 
here is not everything that’s 
done,” said Kranda. “There’s 
way more that happens 

during the week to get ready 
for Thursday.”

Included in that prep is a 
Wednesday evening trip to 
Food Lion in Heathsville, 
which provides items such 

IRVINGTON—The Tide-
water Foundation has awarded 
grants to a variety of organi-
zations in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula. The 
grants totaled over $15,000.

The funds for these grants 
are made possible through the 
proceeds of the 2015 Holly 
Ball, reported publicity chair-
man Patricia Gallagher. The 
2016 Holly Ball will be held 
December 30.

Contributions were made to 
Aylett Country Day School, 
Chesapeake Academy, Christ-
church School, Northern Neck 
Montessori School, Northum-
berland Elementary School-
music, St. Margaret’s School 
and Rappahannock Commu-
nity College.

Contributions also were 
made to the Kilmarnock 
Museum, Lancaster Com-
munity Library, Mary Ball 
Washington Museum and 
Library Inc., Morattico Water-
front Museum, Northern Neck 
Farm Museum, Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum, Rich-
mond County Museum and 
the Steamboat Era Museum.

Also, to Club Scout Group 
222, Jacob’s Ladder, Lancaster 
High School Band, Lancaster 
Middle School-music, Mid-
dlesex Family YMCA, North-
ern Neck of Virginia Histori-
cal Society, Northumberland 
County Historical Society, 
Northumberland County 
Family YMCA, The Northern 
Neck Orchestra and Rappahan-

nock Foundation for the Arts. 
Participating as a debutante 

in the time honored tradition 
of the Holly Ball provides 
many long-lasting memories 
and imparts numerous lessons, 
one being the importance of 
philanthropic participation, 
said Gallagher. 

Reigning Queen Susan Eliz-
abeth Haynie of Reedville has 
chosen as her community ser-
vice project the Animal Wel-
fare League of the Northern 
Neck, she said.

The Tidewater Foundation 
is committed to the promo-
tion of cultural enrichment 
opportunities and education 
throughout the Northern Neck 
and Tidewater area, said Gal-
lagher.

K I L M A R N O C K — L a n -
caster/Northumberland Habi-
tat for Humanity recently 
welcomed Rosie Kelley and 
Donald P. Scott as new mem-
bers of its board of directors. 

Kelly, who lives in Weems, 
retired from the federal gov-
ernment as team manager of 
the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation’s $96 million Magnet 
School Grant Program. 

She is a language arts 
teacher at Lancaster Middle 
School.

Scott, a retired Presbyterian 
minister and former execu-
tive director of community 
development corporations in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., and Philadel-
phia, Pa., lives in Irvington. 

“Their expertise and life-
long commitments to build 
strength, stability and devel-
opment for families in the 
communities they have lived 
and worked in will help our 
local Habitat affiliate con-
tinue to grow and be able to 
help families build decent 
places to live in Lancaster 
and Northumberland coun-
ties,” said president Kathleen 
Conroy.

“We now have the full 
board of directors we need to 
carry out our mission, meet 
our commitments and support 
the family friends we are cur-
rently working with to com-
plete the Habitat development 
on Wiggins Road in Kilmar-
nock and plan for building 
our affiliate’s 19th house in 
White Stone,” said executive 
director Tommy Hemans. 

“We welcome everyone 
who has an interest in our 
mission and vision to visit us 
at our office and resale shop 
at 460 South Main Street in 

Tidewater Foundation 
grants total over $15,000

From left are Rosie Kelley, Tommy Hemans, Donald P. Scott 
and Kathleen Conroy.

Habitat welcomes
new board members

Kilmarnock,” added Conroy. 
“You may not know it, but 
there is a place and a pur-
pose for you to help us offer 
a hand up, not a hand out, to 
our deserving neighbors.”

New Year’s Eve Gala
Among upcoming events, 

Habitat will host a New Year’s 
Eve Gala from 7 p.m. to 1 
a.m. December 31 at the Boys 
& Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck, 517 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

Lynda Smith & The 7th 
Street Band will provide 
dancing music. There will 
be a champagne toast, casino 
table games by Joe Massino’s 
Casinos, food catered by 
Windows on the Water, party 
favors, and a cash bar spon-
sored by the Bank of Lan-
caster. 

The fee is $75 per adult. 
The event will benefit the 
Lancaster/Northumberland 
Habitat for Humanity. For 
tickets, call 435-3461.

Gleamers and Blenders
continued from page A1

as baked chickens, wings 
and baked goods that were 
prepared Wednesday but did 
not sell. 

The group also partners 
with Food Lion’s Feed More 
program. Canned goods and 
dry food items are picked 
up at the Heathsville store 
six days a week. During the 
summer, fresh vegetables 
are donated by the Northern 
Neck Farm Museum. Canned 
goods also are purchased 
from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture and the Northern 
Neck Food Bank and donated 
by churches and individuals. 

Gleamers and Blenders 
includes 15 volunteers from 
churches throughout Nor-
thumberland County.

Lawrence Yerby is both a 
volunteer and a recipient and 
praises the organization for 
its work. 

“I do what I can to help,” 
said Yerby, who before 
moving to Northumberland 
worked with residential 
counseling and providing 
assistance to needy families 
in Northern Virginia. 

“This is a benefit for the 
entire community,” he said. 
“This is a very valuable pro-
gram. Kindness is extended 
to everyone that comes in 
and the Lord provides for 
those who need it.”

Families in need must 
meet USDA requirements for 
assistance based on family 
income versus number of 
family members, according 
to Kranda. 

 Blanket drive
The Interfaith Service Council recently launched its 

annual blanket drive to help neighbors in need stay warm this 
winter. Blankets are distributed free to eligible recipients in Nor-
thumberland and Lancaster counties.

Blankets, comforters or sheets in all sizes, new or gently used, 
may be delivered from 10 a.m. to noon on Mondays or Wednes-
days to the Interfaith Warehouse, 1086 Harris Drive, Kilmar-
nock, or call 435-6050. 

NEWS BREAK
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(Except Closed Thursday, December 1st)
Call for other days that we may be open by chance,  

we will answer phone if we are in. Note: there is no answering 
machine/recording. Also check our Facebook page for info at  

www.facebook.com/plum.summer.northern.neck

Fall/Winter 2016 Hours
Thursday  Friday  Saturday

10:00am-5:00pm

15170 Northumberland Hwy (Rt 360) Burgess, VA

804-453-4553

Relax & Warm Up with  
Tuesday Afternoon Tea  

at the Kilmarnock Inn 

34 East Church Street    Kilmarnock, VA 22482
(804) 435-0034    kilmarnockinn.com

Serving a selection of fine teas,  

tea sandwiches, and pastries  

every Tuesday from 2-4 pm  

through Christmas.

Reservations required.

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Patrick McCranie this 
week reported charges against 
seven individuals.
Felonies

Echo M. Landon, 31, of 
Lancaster Creek Drive was 
charged November 14 with 
being an accessory to a felony 
after the fact.

Misdemeanors
A Shacklefords man, 24, was 

charged November 17 with 
contempt of court.

A Jessie duPont Memorial 
Highway man, 23, was charged 
November 17 with failing to 
appear for a traffic summons.

An East Church Street man, 
26, was charged November 18 
with assault and battery of a 
family member. 

An Irvington Road man, 
27, was charged November 18 
with driving while his license 
was suspended or revoked.

A Norfolk man, 58, was 
arrested for driving under the 
influence of intoxicants.

A Sandlin Drive woman, 
36, was charged November 20 
with assault and battery of a 
family member.

Activity report
Nov. 14: Staff responded to 

the 3700 block of Merry Point 
Road for the report of a sui-
cidal subject with a weapon, 
to the 2800 block of Crawfords 
Corner Road to investigate a 
burglary that involved the lar-
ceny of electronics, to a walk-
in complaint of a scam involv-
ing a sweepstakes, to the 900 
block of Christ Church Road 
for a domestic disturbance 
involving alcohol, to the 200 
block of Lancaster Creek Drive 
for a domestic disturbance 
with injury and threats against 
law enforcement, to the 900 
block of Christ Church Road 
for the report of a domestic 
disturbance (second call for the 
day), to the 200 block of The 
Lane for the report of a pos-
sible domestic disturbance and 
to Mary Ball and Methodist 
Church roads for the report of 
a single-vehicle traffic crash.

Nov. 15: Staff responded to 
the area of Ottoman on River 
Road for the report of a reck-
less driver (later found to be 
a medical issue), to the 100 
block of Redwood Lane to 
investigate credit card fraud 
and larceny of funds, to the 200 
block of Otter Cove Lane for 
a civil issue involving a care-
taker; investigated a walk-in 
complaint of obtaining money 
by false pretenses, to the 100 
block of Sandlin Drive for a 
verbal disagreement and to 
the 2400 block of Merry Point 
Road for a possible burglary.

Nov. 16: Staff responded to 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge for the report of a 
spare tire falling from a vehi-
cle and damaging two others, 
to the 6000 block of Mary 
Ball Road for a minor acci-

dent involving two vehicles, 
to Mary Ball and Courthouse 
roads for a hit and run vehicle 
crash involving road rage, to 
the Lancaster County Social 
Services to investigate a report 
of obtaining money by fraud, 
to the 100 block of South Main 
Street for a reckless driver trav-
eling on the wrong side of the 
road, to the 100 block of Rob-
inson Road for a domestic dis-
turbance that involved a juve-
nile and damage to property.

Nov. 17: Staff responded to 
Jessie duPont Memorial High-
way and Morattico Road for 
the report of a reckless driver, 
to the 400 block of South Main 
Street to assist the Kilmarnock 
Police Department with an 
altercation that involved each 
party displaying a handgun, 
and to Mary Ball and James 
Wharf roads for a reckless 
driver.

Nov. 18: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Ameri-
can Drive for the report of a 
two-vehicle traffic crash, to 
Thrasher Court for several 
males smoking marijuana, to 
the 1100 block of Black Stump 
Road for the report of a men-
tally challenged male standing 
in the middle of the roadway, 
to the 50 block of Lancaster 
Creek Drive for a violation of a 
protective order and to the 400 
block of Johns Neck Road for 
the report of two vehicles drag 
racing.

Nov. 19: Staff responded to 
the 600 block of Rappahannock 
Drive for the report of several 
subjects loitering at a business, 
to the 100 block of Levelfields 
Lane for the report of a suspi-
cious person and to the 400 
block of Remo Road to assist 
the Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office (NCSO) with a 
fight in progress.

Nov. 20: Staff responded 
to the 300 block of Knights 
Run Road to assist NCSO 
with a report of a serious inci-
dent, responded to the 100 
block of Gaines Road for the 
report of a domestic distur-
bance, responded to the 600 
block of Rappahannock Drive 
for the report of a hazardous 
material spill, responded to 
the 100 block of King Carter 
Drive to investigate the report 
of an unattended death, and 
responded to the 100 block of 
Sandlin Drive for the report of 
a domestic assault with injury.

Staff also conducted 46 
traffic stops, issued 22 sum-
monses, assisted four motor-
ists, recorded three deer strike 
accidents, handled three calls 
for traffic control, investigated 
four building alarms, logged 
two inmate transports, received 
13 E911 hang-up calls and 
fielded three calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
fire/smoke alarms on Irvington 
Road and Ditchley Road.

The White Stone VFD 
responded to a hazardous 
material cleanup on Rappahan-
nock Drive.

The Kilmarnock, White 
Stone and Upper Lancaster 
VFDs responded to a structure 
fire on Mary Ball Road.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff James R. “Doc” 
Lyons this week reported 
charges against nine individu-
als.
Felonies

Turean Tyree Johnson, 33, of 
Lottsburg was served Novem-
ber 9 with a direct indictment 
from the Northumberland 
County Multi-Jurisdictional 
Grand Jury for one count of 
distribution of cocaine, three 
counts of possession of cocaine 
and one count of robbery. He 
also was charged with grand 
larceny, eluding police, hit and 
run and destroying property. 
The Richmond County Sher-
iff ’s Office served the indict-
ment.

Hannibal Rachid Tyler-El, 
35, of Reedville was charged 
November 15 with strangu-
lation, assault and battery, 
obstructing the use of a phone 
to call for help and damaging 
property.

Tyrel O’Neal Brown, 32, of 
Hague was charged November 
17 on a direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-Jurisdictional Grand 
Jury with two counts of sell/
distribution of a controlled 
substance, Schedule II drug, 
namely cocaine. He was also 
charged with two counts of 
sell/distribution of an imita-
tion substance, Schedule II 
drug, namely cocaine. He was 
arrested by the Virginia State 
Police.

Misdemeanors
A Hague man, 45, was 

charged November 10 with 
failing to sterilize an animal 
that was adopted from the Nor-
thumberland County Animal 
Shelter. This summons was 
served by the Westmoreland 
County Sheriff’s Office.

A Warsaw man, 34, was 
charged November 16 with a 
capias to show cause for failing 
to appear in court on a driving 
suspended charge. This was a 
Henrico County Circuit Court 
paper.

A Burgess man, 29, was 
charged November 17 with 
violating a protective order.

A Hague man, 32, was 
charged November 17 on a 
capias to show cause issued 
from the Northumberland 
County Circuit Court for fail-
ing to obey a court order. This 
was served by the Virginia 
State Police.

A Heathsville man, 38, was 
charged November 17 on a 
summons for reckless driving.

A Burgess woman, 24, was 
charged November 18 with 
violation of a protection order.

RICHMOND—With the 
most heavily-traveled holi-
day just days away, the Vir-
ginia State Police are strongly 
encouraging motorists to make 
safe driving a priority during 
the Thanksgiving weekend.

Since November 12, traf-
fic crashes in Virginia have 
claimed the lives of 13 driv-
ers and passengers, and three 
pedestrians. From January 1, 
2016, to November 17, 2016, 
preliminary reports indicate 
traffic crashes statewide have 
resulted in 629 deaths; com-
pared to 661 deaths during the 
same timeframe in 2015.

 “For the year, traffic deaths 
continue to decline in compar-
ison to this time last year,” said 
Virginia State Police (VSP) 
Superintendent Col. W. Steven 
Flaherty. “But because of the 
alarming number of fatali-
ties within just the past week 
and millions estimated to be 
traveling nationwide during 
Thanksgiving weekend, we 
need everyone to make the 
effort to drive smart, safe, 
sober and buckled up when 
behind the wheel of a vehicle. 
We are asking everyone to 
drive to save lives.”

To help prevent traffic deaths 

and injuries during the Thanks-
giving holiday, the Virginia 
State Police will again par-
ticipate in Operation C.A.R.E., 
an acronym for the Combined 
Accident Reduction Effort. 
Operation C.A.R.E. is a state-
sponsored, national program 
designed to reduce crashes, 
fatalities and injuries caused 
by speeding, impaired driving 
and failure to use occupant 
restraints.

As a participating agency, 
VSP is increasing its visibility 
and traffic enforcement efforts 
throughout the Commonwealth 
from 12:01 a.m. Wednesday, 

November 23, through mid-
night, Sunday, November 27.

VSP also reminds drivers to 
comply with Virginia’s “Move 
Over” law. A life-saving law 
intended to protect public 
safety responders and others 
who have a responsibility to 
work the roads. 

Drivers are required to 
change to another travel lane 
or, when unable to, to cau-
tiously pass emergency per-
sonnel stopped on the side of 
the road. The law also includes 
highway maintenance vehicles 
and tow trucks equipped with 
flashing amber lights.

Motorists are asked to help save
lives over Thanksgiving weekend

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h i s 
Christmas, the Northumber-
land County Chapter of the 
American Red Cross and 
the Northumberland Family 
YMCA are collaborating in 
receiving items for military 
troops at home and abroad. 

Bring new donations to the 

YMCA, 6348 Northumber-
land Highway, Heathsville, 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon-
days through Fridays. Be sure 
to stop by and sign a Christ-
mas card, added Shirley Grant 
of the Red Cross.

This initiative is in conjunc-
tion with the Virginia Region 

of the American Red Cross 
mission to collect items for 
emergency clothing bags and 
apartment start-up kits for 
service members and veter-
ans in need. Please consider 
donating one or more of the 
following items towards this 
mission, said Grant.

Northumberland Red Cross and YMCA
launch giving campaign to support troops

Emergency clothing bag 
items include, drawstring type 
athletic bags or backpacks, 
sweatshirts, sweatpants, hood-
ies, plain tee shirts, undergar-
ments and socks. Items are 
needed for males and females; 
all sizes.

Apartment start-up kit 
items include pots and pans, 
dishes, cutlery, can openers, 
small appliances, crock pots, 
cleaning sponges, cleaning 
supplies, wash cloths, bath 
towels, toilet paper, paper 
towels, kitchen rags/towels, 
oven mitts, laundry pods, 
sheets (all sizes), blankets (all 
sizes), pillows, brooms and 
laundry baskets.

Engaging individuals, strengthening community

For a monthly community calendar visit: www.nnconnection.org
A source for volunteerism
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WEEK TILL SANTA PAWS 
See you & your pet Saturday!1

Santa Paws 
Coming to Town AGAIN!

HE’S BACK!

FREE PHOTOS!
Compliments of  

Yours Truly Photography

www.ChesapeakeBayConnection.com

Visit Santa Paws with Your Pet
Saturday, Dec. 3, 10am-3pm
for a FREE Christmas photo, perfect for 
your Christmas card list!
276 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock

Kilmarnock 
276 N. Main Street

804-436-9145

Burgess 
14824 Northumberland Hwy

804-453-5999 

REE PHOTOS!

The COLDWELL BANKER team needs your 
help supplying our local animal rescues and 
shelters by donating any of these  
NEW items for CATS or DOGS:

~ Leashes & Collars
~ Treats & Toys
~ Food (Canned or Bags)
~ Grooming Supplies

Drop off supplies at our Kilmarnock or Burgess 
office, Monday-Saturday, 9:00am-4:00pm 
through December 31
Thank you for your generous support!

Th
hel
she
NENE

DROP OFF
at Kilmarnock or
Burgess Office

HEATHSVILLE —The Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court convened November 15 
with Judge R. Michael McKen-
ney presiding. 
Trials 

The case of James C. Andrews 
III of Heathsville, charged with 
two felony offenses of manufac-
turing a controlled substance, 
was continued to January 31. 

The case of Latoya M. Caster 
of Kilmarnock, charged with a 
misdemeanor offense of driving 
under a revoked or suspended 
license, was not prosecuted at 
the time of trial. 

The case of Christine Cirino 
of Haynesville, charged with 
two felony offenses of manu-
facturing a controlled substance, 
was continued to March 14. 

Brian D. Combs of Warsaw, 
charged with two felony 
offenses including manufactur-
ing a controlled substance and 
revocating a pretrial release, pled 
guilty to the manufacturing of a 
controlled substance charge and 
was sentenced to two years of 
supervised probation. The other 
charge was dismissed.

The case of Brittany N. Cottrell 
of Reedville, charged with two 
felony offenses of identity theft, 
was continued to March 28. 

The case of Travers C. Eubank 
of White Stone, charged with two 
felony offenses including grand 
larceny and entering a house to 
commit assault and battery, was 
continued to January 24.

The case of William W. Feld-
man of Haynesville, charged 
with two felony offenses of 
manufacturing a controlled sub-
stance and selling or distributing 
imitation schedule I/II drugs, 
was not prosecuted at the time 
of trial. 

The case of Brian Geronimo of 
Callao, charged with three felony 
offenses for a probation violation, 
was continued to April 25. 

The case of Alvin O. Howard 
(no address stated), charged 

with four felony offenses 
including use of a firearm in 
a felony, abduction by force/
intimidation, malicious wound-
ing, and one count of strangling 
resulting in an injury, and a 
misdemeanor offense of assault 
and battery, was continued to 
December 1. 

Virginia N. Jett of Bur-
gess, charged with four felony 
offenses including two counts 
of manufacturing a controlled 
substance, possessing a con-
trolled substance, and violating 
a pretrial release, pled guilty 
and was sentenced to two years 
and nine months of supervised 
probation.

The case of Thomas E. Kelly 
of Kilmarnock, charged with 
four felony offenses including 
two counts of manufacturing a 
controlled substance, one count 
of conspiring to distribute a 
schedule II drug, and one count 
of selling or distributing mari-
juana, was not prosecuted at the 
time of trial. 

The case of Brian O. Morris 
Jr. of Kilmarnock, charged with 
one felony offense of manufac-
turing a controlled substance, 
was continued to November 14, 
2017. 

Deandre A. Reed of Oldhams, 
charged with a misdemeanor of 
selling or distributing marijuana, 
pled guilty and was sentenced 
to six months of driving restric-
tions. 

The case of Keyvone T. Wil-
liams of Weems, charged with 
two felony offenses including 
entering a house to commit 
assault and battery and grand 
larceny, was continued to Janu-
ary 24. 

The case of Rodney Withers 
of Farnham, charged with two 
felony offenses of manufactur-
ing a controlled substance, was 
continued to March 21. 
Other cases 

The case of Kirk Lampkin Jr. 
of Burgess, charged with two 
misdemeanor offenses of a pro-
bation violation and contempt 

TAPPAHANNOCK—With 
cold weather now here, the 
Essex County Homeless Orga-
nization (E.C.H.O.) will open 
its doors to overnight guests 
December 5 through through 
March 1.

Bay Transit will provide free 
round-trip transportation to 
and from the shelter from four 
Tappahannock locations.

E.C.H.O. provides safe, 
warm overnight accom-
modations to the homeless 
population of the Middle Pen-
insula and the Northern Neck 
regions, reported founding 
board member and secretary 
Mary Wigmore.

During last year’s winter 
months of operation, the shelter 
provided more than 250 per-
son-nights of shelter and more 
than 500 meals, dinner and 
breakfast, to the homeless, said 
Wigmore. Guests also received 
toiletries, warm coats, shoes/
boots, hats and gloves. They 
also had the opportunity to 
shower and do laundry.

“There are homeless people 
in our local communities 
right now,” she said. “There 
are hungry people right now. 
During the winter, this is really 
a matter of life and death.” 

E.C.H.O. is operated entirely 
by volunteers and is com-
pletely dependent on commu-
nity donations to stay open. To 
volunteer in any capacity, call 
540-623-8643. Donations 
can be mailed to E.C.H.O., 
P.O. Box 104, Champlain, VA 
22438.

Free transportation will be 
provided by Bay Transit Mon-
days through Fridays in Tappa-
hannock. The schedule is:

p.m., return 7:10 a.m.

p.m., return, 7:05 a.m.

return, 7 a.m.

Center, pick up 6:05 p.m., 
return 6:55 a.m.

6:30 p.m., return 6:30 a.m.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Woman’s Club of Northumber-
land County recently celebrated 
its 81st anniversary with a lun-
cheon at Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club. Guest speaker 
Ida Hall spoke on her career as 
a waterman and her work to pre-
serve the bay.

Hall had spent many sum-
mers at the family farm working 
on the water with her uncles as 
they fished and crabbed. After 
graduating from William and 
Mary she decided to spend two 
weeks at the farm before start-
ing her job, and she never left!

Hall became hooked on fish, 
crabs and the waterman’s life, 
she said. Since then she and 
only a few other women have 
made the bay their livelihood.

Hall has been recognized 
for her work on the Virginia’s 
Waterman’s Ecotourism pro-
gram, the Potomac River Fish-
eries Commission and was 
featured in 2014 in National 
Fisheries magazine as a “high-
lighter,” an award that recog-
nizes commercial watermen 
who display and advocate for 
the sustainability of fish and 
fishermen.

“Our members were proud 
to have Ida, a strong, resource-

ful and caring woman, share 
her story with us,” said Elaine 
Griger.

President Barbara Ken-
nedy reminded members that 
Jackie Britton has angels for 
the Angel Tree project and to 
choose a child or family to help 
make their Christmas merry 
and bright, said Griger. The 
wrapped gifts will be collected 
at the holiday pot luck at noon 
December 13.

The club also presented the 
Dogwood Award to Britton 
and Jeanne Widenmyer. This 
award honors members who 
have given much time, effort 
and knowledge to making the 
club successful and financially 
secure, she said.

Britton is a former president 
and longtime board member. 
Widenmyer, as treasurer, has 
for many years helped the club 
grow financially and to pay off 
its mortgage.

“We thank these women for 
their dedication, service and 
leadership,” said Griger. 

The club accepts new mem-
bers. Meetings are held at 12:30 
p.m. second Tuesdays at the 
WCNC Clubhouse, 2890 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Lotts-
burg.

LANCASTER—Dale Harter 
on November 16 addressed 
the Lancaster County Chapter 
1406 United Daughters of the 
Confederacy (UDC).

Harter provided a wonderful 
program on “The Interesting 
Life of Confederate General J. 
R. Jones,” reported president 
Susan Hudson. Like General 
Jones, Harter is from Harri-
sonburg. He has always had a 
deep interest in history and an 
inquisitive, investigative mind. 

With these traits, Harter’s 
college and post graduate 
degrees and his career experi-
ences as an archivist, librar-
ian and history teacher made 
the story of Gen. Jones one 
of intrigue and discovery, said 
Hudson.

“All of us recognize and 
appreciate the work Dale has 
done with his research and how 
he has attempted to answer the 
question as to why Gen. Jones 
was mostly shunned in South-
ern writings about the War,” 
she said. 

After the presentation, 

Harter had a hard time get-
ting out the room due to the 
questions and congratulations 
from the members and guests 
for a job well done, added 
Hudson. 

A short business session fol-
lowed the presentation to focus 
on some upcoming events. On 
December 5, members will 
host a “Christmas Celebration 
and Ornament Workshop” for 
residents of Lancashire Con-
valescent and Rehabilitation 
Center. 

Additionally, it was reported 
that the fundraising and 
research efforts that support 
the Northumberland project 
to display the listing of all 
that served at the Confederate 
monument in Heathsville is 
continuing to progress.

Members learned the chap-
ter has been asked to support 
the 2017 Division Conven-
tion and agreed to accept 
that challenge by providing a 
basket filled with ‘all things 
from the Northern Neck’ to 
be raffled. 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Madison White Franks of court, was set for review 
January 24. 

The case of Anthony D. 
Taylor of Heathsville, charged 
with a misdemeanor offense 
of destruction of property with 
intent, was set for trial February 
14. 

The case of Patrick G. Toth, 
charged with four felony 
offenses including two counts of 
sodomy with someone younger 
than age 13 and two counts of 
aggravated sex battery with a 
victim younger than age 13, was 
set for jury trial March 13. 

The case of Damien D. 
Towles of Farnham, charged 
with a two felony offenses 
including one count of posses-
sion of a controlled substance 
and a probation violation, was 

continued to June 13. 
The case of Erin M. Bierwirth 

of Providence Forge, charged 
with three felony offenses of a 
probation violation, was contin-
ued to December 13. 

A capias was issued in the 
case of Terrell P. Dickerson 
of Heathsville, charged with 
a felony offense of entering a 
structure to commit assault and 
battery. The case was continued 
to January 24. 

The case of Tasha Reese of 
Callao, charged with a felony 
offense of child neglect, was 
continued to May 23. 

The case of Donate N. Davis 
of Heathsville, charged with a 
felony offense of rape by force 
or threat, is set for trial Decem-
ber 1. 

From left are Barbara Kennedy, Ida Hall and Brenda Dodson.

Ida Hall speaks at 81st
anniversary luncheon

Essex County Homeless
Shelter will open Dec. 5

Program on Gen. J.R. Jones 
well received by UDC chapter
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dining, and entertainment by the 
Christmas Karaoke Carolers at 
the Kilmarnock Inn on Thursday, 
December 15th at 6 p.m. Dinner 
guests will judge the best karaoke 
performances of the evening. Seating 
is limited. Please call to book 
your dinner reservation.

If you would like to be a contestant and have the chance to win one of the top 
3 prizes, please come by and register before December 9th. Top cash prizes: 
1st place - $250.00, 2nd place - $100 and 3rd place - $50.00. Registration is 
limited to 10 contestants. The registration fee is $20.00.

CALLING ALL

RICHARD F. HAYNIE, INC.

Max says...
Get ready 

       for WINTER

Heads UP!

For Do-it-Your- 
selfers, Monitor  
and Toyostove  
parts available.

$150 rebate  
 

models until  
December 30, 2016.

Appreciate
Thankful

From all of us at

We Wish You a Happy Thanksgiving Day

Full of Joy and Happiness with Family and Friends.  

We Just Want to Say Thank You in  

Appreciation of Your Business, Trust,  

and Loyalty with Us.

hanleyelectricalservices.com

LANCASTER—For the 
past two-and-a-half years, con-
victed felon Sharon Pelkey has 
avoided prison due to a number 
of medical issues. On Novem-
ber 18, Lancaster County Cir-
cuit Court Judge R. Michael 
McKenny denied another 
request for postponement and 
ordered her to report to jail.

Pelkey was convicted in 
May 2014 of nine felonies of 
breaking and entering, stealing 
prescription drugs and some 
$32,000 in jewelry from her 
neighbor. She was sentenced 
to 50 years in prison, with all 
but two years and five months 
suspended.

Defense attorney Wayne 
Nunnally argued that his client 
has served most of her sen-
tence because she has been 
“imprisoned” at home on elec-
tronic monitoring. “She’s serv-
ing her time. She has an ankle 
bracelet,” Nunnally argued. 

“She’s on medical furlough,” 
corrected Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Jan Smith. He said 
none of the furlough time 
would count against her sen-
tence. “It’s time for her to go 
to jail.”

Nunnally presented a letter 
from Pelkey’s doctor as evi-
dence that she needed to 
remain out of jail for additional 
surgery. “She’s had a disc 
removed, a gallbladder opera-
tion, a mesh removed…all 
kinds of life threatening medi-
cal problems the doctor wants 
to review,” said Nunnally.

Judge McKenny questioned 
the letter, saying it was full of 
misspellings, including mis-
spelling the name of the prac-
tice. He ordered a recess in 
order for the attorneys to vali-
date its authenticity.

After calling the doctor’s 
office, Smith said he would 
not accept the letter because 
the office would not comment 
either way as to the validity.

“Miss Pelkey has a lengthy 
sentence. These are more 
issues of inconvenience than 
life threatening,” said Judge 
McKenney. He ordered Pelkey 
to report to jail by 7 p.m.

Judge McKenney also heard 
the following cases on Novem-
ber 18.

Allen Conaway of Wicomico 
Church was granted a continu-
ance of his case until January 
27 due to a serious illness in 
his immediate family. Conway 
is charged with probation vio-
lations on one felony and three 
misdemeanor convictions.

Shakeen Donta Walker of 
Weems is charged with pro-
bation violation on one felony 

KILMARNOCK—Members of the Cobbs 
Hall Chapter, National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution, on November 8, attended 
a National Defense Luncheon at the Inn at Strat-
ford Hall.

The event attracted members from Virginia’s 
District II and is always a much anticipated 
event, reported Cobbs Hall regent Dr. Cheryl 
Brown Davis. Everyone that attends has the 
opportunity to meet and greet other ladies from 
across the area and everyone enjoys a wonderful 
luncheon at Stratford. 

However, without a doubt, the highlight of 
the event has consistently been the National 
Defense program where the guest speaker pres-
ents ground level insights to various aspects on 
what keeps our Defense Department and Nation 
strong, she said. 

Chantilly Chapter regent Georgia Vinup wel-
comed about 50 members before the reading 
of the national defense message from the DAR 
National Defender and introducing the speaker, 

Capt. Mary Feinberg, Commanding Officer of 
Naval Support Activity South Potomac in Dahl-
gren. 

A 24-year veteran of the military, Capt. Fein-
berg was a pilot and navigator before taking over 
command of the base. She described the respon-
sibilities of her current assignment “likened to 
being mayor of a town where she is in charge of 
everything that goes on within the fence line.” 

For example, the range of operations under 
her command includes everything from the 
kindergarten to eighth-grade classrooms for 
the children of military living on base, to the 
interaction and selection of multiple contractors 
who enter the base daily to assist in maintaining 
operations and running specific businesses. 

Additionally, Dahlgren is the home to com-
mands responsible for a variety of critical func-
tions in direct support of warfighters. She men-
tioned Dahlgren’s full range of research and 
development of weapons as well as weapons 
system testing on the Potomac. 

KILMARNOCK—A series 
of public meetings will begin 
next week to gather information 
from parents and the community 
on the future needs of Lancaster 
County Public School (LCPS) 
facilities. 

The meetings will be held at 
6:30 p.m. December 1 and 8, and 
January 5, at the LCPS Annex 
(former community library), 235 
School Street, Kilmarnock. 

“This is a process that requires 
input from the community,” said 
superintendent Steve Parker. 
“Because the resulting plan will 
chart the course for our schools 
and the future economic devel-
opment of our community, it’s 
important for citizens to be 
involved.” 

The facilities committee of 
the Lancaster school board has 
invited the Charlottesville-based 

architectural firm VMDO to lead 
a series of discussions with the 
community that will be the basis 
of planning for new or renovated 
facilities that will serve county 
children for the next 75 years.

“We understand this is a busy 
time of year for everyone. But 
it is also critical to get a jump 
start before the budget planning 
process begins in January,” said 
Parker.

The Agenda
Local Government News

From left are (front row) Madeline Withers, Irene Walker, Dr. Cheryl Brown Davis, Anne 
Bromley and Shelva Gaskins; (next row) Jude Degen, Mary Grafton Yagel, Cas Olverson, Jean 
Ward, Mary Ann Campbell, Joyce Pittman, Mollie Wroth, Chris Longan and Kathy Schultz.

DAR chapter attends national defense meeting

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT 
COURT REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson conviction. The case was con-
tinued to December 15 on a 
motion by the judge.

William Gayle Sanford of 
Saluda is charged with proba-
tion violation on two felony 
convictions. The case was con-
tinued to December 16 due to 
Sanford’s convictions in Mid-
dlesex County and the unavail-
ability of two witnesses.

Clinton Robert Chewning of 
Weems entered a guilty plea to 
two felony charges of distribu-
tion of a controlled substance. 
He was sentenced to 10 years 
with an active sentence of one 
year, four months. 

Monte Burnell Jackson of 
Weems was in court over attor-
ney arrangements on a felony 
charge of distribution of a con-
trolled substance. Trial was set 
for February 17.

Kardis Maurice Davis of 
Weems was in court over attor-
ney arrangements on a felony 
charge of distribution of a con-
trolled substance. Trial was set 
for February 17.

Given Dino Rice of Heaths-
ville pled guilty to four felony 
charges of abduction by force, 
stealing a vehicle, habitual 
offender, eluding police and 
one misdemeanor assault and 

battery. He was sentenced to 21 
years with an active sentence 
of two years, four months.

Derrick Jermaine Curry of 
Lancaster was charged with 
felony unauthorized use of a 
vehicle and misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license. 
Because he was responding 
to an emergency situation, the 
felony charge was taken under 
advisement for one year. He 
was given a mandatory 10-day 
sentence for the misdemeanor 
and ordered to pay restitution 
of $1,500 for subsequently 
wrecking the car in an accident 
on his way back. His license 
was suspended for an addi-
tional 90 days.

Dante Verdel Jones of 
Kilmarnock, charged with two 
misdemeanor offenses of sell-
ing marijuana and felony child 
abuse, was set for trial March 
17.

Jasmine Elizabeth Taylor, 
charged with one misdemeanor 
distribution of marijuana, was 
set for trial March 17.

Kathryn Ann George of 
White Stone, charged with 
misdemeanor credit card 
fraud, was set for trial at 1 p.m. 
November 28. 
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Privilege and wealth do not come to indi-
viduals except with obligations and 

duties. To have great financial reserves is 
also to have the need to care for those less 
fortunate. In the forefront of those who 
understood that relationship was the North-
ern Neck’s own Phyllis Smith, who died at 
the age of 88 at the end of October.

Phyllis was born in New York, the grand-
daughter of the president of the Metropoli-
tan Life Insurance Company. She grew up 
wanting for no material advantages. After 
her schooling and graduation from Adelphi 
University on Long Island, she married her 
husband, Rodney, and raised their two sons. 
She was constantly aware of the blessings 
that had come to her and that with them 
came the responsibility to attend to those 
in society who were less fortunate.

In retirement Phyllis and Rodney main-
tained homes in Florida and in Irvington. 
Here she generously supported many chari-
ties, with the Northern Neck Free Health 
Clinic being the one closest to her heart. 
She graciously and happily gave of her 
financial reserves to support the work of the 

clinic in its mission of advancing the health 
of that segment of the population that could 
not afford medical care.

Writing checks in response to appeals 
was only a part of Phyllis’s commitment 
to the cause, for as long as her health per-
mitted, she enthusiastically enjoyed being 
a physical presence as part of the clinic’s 
effort. She volunteered on site along with 
the many others who shared her level of 
concern, and thoroughly enjoyed seeing 
firsthand the fruits of her donations and 
her labors. Untold numbers of individuals 
today have been the recipients of her dedi-
cation to their welfare, most of whom with-

out ever knowing of her munificence.
Phyllis was an exceptionally interest-

ing person on her own. She liked art and 
good literature and was versed in history 
as well as contemporary events. She and 
Rodney donated their home in Florida to a 
local charity and moved from their North-
ern Neck home to one of the independent 
residences at Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury. After Rodney’s death Phyllis 
decided to downsize again and moved to 
a smaller cottage on campus, which she 
enjoyed renovating prior to her move. 

She had a fondness for penguins, and 
although she might not be considered a 
penguin collector, she incorporated the 
penguin motif throughout her home, the 
focal point of which was a large clear crys-
tal penguin figurine with a colorful fish 
inside. Each Wednesday evening she and 
her friend, Dr. Martha Stonequist, would 
venture out to dinner. Phyllis enjoyed 
simple pleasures in her last years and no 
longer needed to travel to exciting places 
for she found contentment and fulfillment 
in her own backyard.

Smoking was Phyllis’s personal trade-
mark and she rejected any suggestions that 
she quit. The few times we discussed the 
subject, I thought of the younger B.E. tell-
ing her maternal grandfather that if he did 
not stop smoking, he would not live long, to 
which he replied, “I’ve lived long already.” 
Ever thoughtful and knowing my aversion 
to the habit, she would absent herself for 
a few moments when we spoke to take in 
a few puffs.

In her persona Phyllis integrally com-
bined detachment from the material things 
of this world with an abiding concern for 
the welfare of her fellow human beings. 
She was not in the least interested in rec-
ognition or self-aggrandizement, finding 
her reward and satisfaction in seeing what 
was being done because of her dedication 
to the principle of service to others. In her 
life here, she made an awesome difference 
by her application of the biblical mandates 
to do for the least of these, and in that area 
she succeeded profoundly and brilliantly.

Phyllis Fiske Smith, May 27, 1928 – 
October 30, 2016. R.I.P.

Untold numbers of indi-
viduals today have been the 
recipients of her dedication 
to their welfare, most of 
whom without ever knowing 
of her munificence.

Chargrilled turkey? It’s doable.
Blackened? Maybe.
Burnt to a crisp? Heaven forbid.
The Virginia Department of Fire Programs last 

week released some tips to avoid a holiday catas-
trophe.

According to the release, cooking is the biggest 
cause of home fires and fire injuries, and Thanks-
giving is the peak day for home cooking fires.

A snapshot of fires in Virginia in 2015 reveals 
there were 2,805 cooking fires, or an average of 
eight cooking fires per day. On Thanksgiving Day, 
November 26, 2015, there were 22 cooking fires. 
The day before Thanksgiving there were 17 cook-
ing fires. The day after Thanksgiving there were 
five.

“No matter how many years you’ve been cook-
ing, or how many Thanksgiving feasts you’ve 
served, you still need to make safety your main 
ingredient,” said Virginia State Fire Marshal Brian 
McGraw.

Prevention is the key:

can burn away from the stove. Turn pot handles 
toward the back so that they can’t be bumped. 

roasting a turkey or baking pies. 

sheet handy in case you need to smother a pan fire. 

you see smoke or the grease starts to boil in your 
pan, turn the burner off. 

cook, or roll them up. Don’t lean over the burner. 

Use potholders and oven mitts to handle hot cook-
ware. 

In case of fire, save the bird.
If it’s just a matter of over-roasting, there is hope. 

Flip the bird immediately and continue to cook it. 
When you carve it, remove any blackened skin, not 
to be confused with the Cajun blackened process 
which is intentional. Also remove about half an 
inch of meat below the burnt area. Layer the slices 
on a serving platter and make sure there’s plenty of 
gravy and sauerkraut to compensate for the mois-
ture depletion.

Of course, the worst thing about burning the bird 
is the reduction in leftovers. To be on the safe side, 
before loading  up the platter set aside a healthy 
portion for turkey sandwiches.

Not for you. For me. I don’t ask for much. It’s 
Thanksgiving. Surely you could sacrifice an ounce 
or three for me as a symbolic gesture of all you 
have to be thankful for.

You know how I like it—oven-roasted breast 
meat, sliced thick, between two slices of white 
bread with a dab of butter, a dash of salt and 
pepper and a dollop of sauerkraut on the side.

Place the sandwich and sauerkraut in separate 
ziplock plastic bags and drop them through the 
mail slot in the front door at the Rappahannock 

Although the office will be closed on Thanks-
giving Day, I will be checking the mail drop peri-
odically. You would be surprised how soggy that 
sauerkraut can make the bread, so remember to put 
it in a separate bag.

Happy Thanksgiving.

Focal Point

Supermoon rises behind the iconic Reedville Stack.

Photo by Scott Martin

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

It’s perfectly clear to me 
why President-elect Donald 
Trump selected Steve Bannon 
as his top White House advisor. 
David Duke was not available.

Jack Chamberlain,
Lancaster

That explains it

I am writing to express 
enthusiastic support for the 
Early College Academy 
announced in the November 17 
Record. 

Students of all ages have 
“teachable moments,” when 
they are particularly curious, 
motivated and accessible, and 
it is important that the right 
book, magazine, conversation 
or activity is close-at-hand if 
the teachable moment is to be 
properly exploited to the stu-
dent’s benefit.

For juniors and seniors in 
high school, the “teachable 
moment” may well be a “teach-
able episode,” and the avail-
ability of college-level courses 
“down the hall” at Lancaster 
High School could have a pro-
found influence over the edu-
cational trajectory of student 
lives.

I hope that the Early College 
Academy gets widespread sup-
port from the citizens of Lan-
caster County.

 Andrew J. Billups, PsyD
White Stone

Support for Early
College Academy

Maybe we can make Amer-
ica great again. Donald Trump 
has been elected President. He 
is very rich; he does not have to 
line his pockets with taxpayer 
money. He does not have to 
take bribes from special inter-
est groups. He does not owe 
any allegiance to either politi-
cal party, especially the Repub-
licans since many of them did 
not support him. 

His potential is overwhelm-
ing. We need to get spending 
under control, we need tax 
reform and an end to the huge 
number of government regula-
tions, and so much more.

I hope that his very first 
executive order will be a res-
toration of the National Day of 
Prayer and his affirmation that 
“Yes, America is a Christian 
Nation.” 

Jack Jennings, 
Irvington

Election aftermath

Many Northumberland 
County residents, regardless 
of whether they have chil-
dren attending our county’s 
public schools, are becom-
ing increasingly concerned 
about the destructive actions 
of three members—a major-
ity—of our school board.

I chair both the economic 
development commission 
and the Northumberland 
planning commission. These 
two inter-related areas are 
the focus of my growing con-
cern as one who has a direct 

Conduct
unbecoming

responsibility to our taxpay-
ing neighbors.

The economic develop-
ment commission’s mission 
is to expand our economy and, 
in the process, to broaden the 
tax base, especially to relieve 
real estate taxpayers as a 
dominant source of revenues 
funding the responsibilities 
and operations of our county 
government.

The economic develop-
ment commission is seek-
ing to revitalize Callao as a 
business hub, to expand its 
commerce and promote new 
businesses, while maintain-
ing our cultural and historic 
heritage and protecting the 
environment.

Therein is a basic problem.
When business owners 

consider relocating to a 
community, a major factor 
is the quality and stability 
of the community’s public 
schools. They want assur-
ances their children will 
receive a sound education 
preparing them for college 
and productive careers.

They’re reluctant to relo-
cate to a community where 
officials controlling the 
public schools are embroiled 
in controversy attracting 
embarrassing news coverage 
far and wide, where offi-
cials hide their intentions 
behind impenetrable cloaks 
of secrecy, where violations 
of the law and good public 
policy seem rampant and 
where allegations of racism 
abound.

With their hostile actions, 
are these three school board 
members really considering 
the education of our county’s 
youngsters; or, as alleged, are 
they carrying out an insidi-
ous personal vendetta?

And what, by their irre-
sponsible behavior, are they 
really teaching the young-
sters?

They must end this harm-
ful conduct at once. If they 
don’t, their election defeat 
begins now.

Bill Kling,
Heathsville

Wow! I’m going to let all 
you upset Hillary supporters 
in on a little secret. 

Those of you question-
ing now how you will ever 
be able to raise a child in a 
world full of hate and big-
otry, saying this election 
has provided even a further 
wedge in our nation’s divide, 

We need
to move on

Donald Trump will not come 
into your home and teach 
your children real values and 
morals, you will. 

He will not hold your hand 
and walk you down the street 
and tell you to smile when 
you pass a stranger. He will 
not teach your children to 
not see color, gender nor dis-
abilities, you will.  He will 
not teach your children to be 
open-minded toward others’ 
beliefs, views and opinions, 
you will.

We are the ones who shape 
our communities, the ones 
that can really make the dif-
ference in our lives, our chil-
dren's lives and each other’s 
lives.

He will not knock on your 
door and take your child to 
church to learn about God, 
love and forgiveness, but you 
can. You can take yourself 
there, also. God isn't partial 
to children only. He loves us 
adults, too.

We can teach our children 
to pray for our political lead-
ers, because they sure need 
it.

The blame game has to 
stop. We are the example that 
our children follow. They 
hear it from us first. We 
need to put God back on his 
throne.

The ugliness that has been 
going on will not stop until 
we all do our part and stop it 
in its tracks. God is not the 
author of all these agitated 
marches and protests, but I 
know who is! 

“People do not seem to 
realize that their opinion of 
the world is also a confession 
of character.”—Ralph Waldo 
Emerson

Shirley Lindberg,
Weems

As a “Proud of it—deplor-
able,” I wish to respond to a 
letter last week from one of 
our neighbors.

It is insulting that you feel 
Hillary Clinton’s definition 
of deplorable is a correct 
definition for half of Donald 
Trump's supporters. I am 
none of that nor is anyone 
of my fellow “deplorable” 
friends.

I have a sign just like the 
ones you have on your mail 
box. Free speech is part of 
our constitutional rights; 
maybe you should ask Hill-
ary to send you a copy of the 
U.S. Constitution!

R.A. Ludwig,
Kilmarnock

Exercising
free speech
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The celebration continues:
Missed our 100th year Open House on 
October 7? Our collection 
of memorabilia and old 
papers remains on display 
through December and 
may be viewed during 
office hours daily. 
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ALSO SHOP ON DECEMBER 3 ,  10  & 17  10 AM-4 PM

HOLIDAY GIFTS STOCKING STUFFERS

L O C A L  A U T H O R S  S I G N I N G  B O O K S

CRAFTS &  MORE!

BRING THIS AD AND RECEIVE 20% OFF ONE ITEM 

NOVEMBER 25 & 26

 Or visit us at: www.deedavidandco.com

We Specialize in Designing

 and Remodeling Kitchens, 

Bathrooms, Laundry Rooms, 

Outdoor Kitchens and more!

Call to schedule an in-home consultation
or to visit the Studio in Lottsburg.

–804-724-0829–
info@deedavidandco.com

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS 

&
Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Just call 804-435-1701 ext. 16, go to rrecord.com  
or fill out one of the forms in the paper and send it to  P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Do you remember?
This photo shows the early stages of pile driving for the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge. 
The Kilmarnock Museum is preparing a display of the bridge construction using many never-
before seen photographs, reported president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a 
public service of the museum. 

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the November 18, 1926, issue 

of the Rappahannock Record.)

IF THEY WANT A
RAILROAD

(By G. O. Howeth)
There is something inspiring and heart-

warming in the movements of marching men, 
in their neat and attractive business suits, 
swinging along in their routine of business life. 
But there is neither dignity nor impressiveness 
in a mere walking group of ordinary men in 
their varied dress, who do not even keep in step 
with the music of the times, nor the topics of 
the day.

If we are to maintain our full strength and 
power, and keep ourselves equipped to meet 
the growing demands upon us for public ser-
vice, then we must not look backwards, but 
press onwards and be watchful lest we receive 
unpreventable losses. It is not easy to theorize 
or moralize on these subjects when it comes to 
forgetting self and performing public duties, 
but as in all matters in which human nature is 
a factor, the result in any given case may not 
diverge greatly, as there is no given rule laid 
down.

It is well, however, that we be reminded 
of the considerations that should control our 
actions in discharging a patriotic duty to the 
section we call home, and not as an individual 
swayed by personal prejudice, or seeking to 
achieve your own personal ends regardless of 

community interests. There should be no just 
cause for resentment and distrust that tends to 
mar the harmony that should be maintained in 
the section in which we reside.

There is an element with us, and until it 
becomes extinct acts as a “monkey wrench” 
thrown in the machinery of progress in this 
Northern Neck. I was approached at the 

Civil War days, in regards to my railroad 
letters, and he said to me; “Howeth, you 
are a good fellow; but are clean off on rail-
roads; we don’t want any road. It will f ill 
our place full of foreigners and tramps.” 
There you are-that old animosity still in his 
heart against the North. Progressiveness 
makes no difference with him; he had rather 
live and die like he is than to see people 
from other states settle here. He is bitterly 
opposed to any method that leads up to it. 
Don’t you get it in your “cocoanut” he is 
the only one that feels that way either, not 
by any means. He has plenty of company, 
and that element has kept progress and a 
railroad out. I asked him if he desired to see 
a big town or city on the bay at the terminus 
of a railroad (as he is from that section), so 
the fish-trap people could load their f ish 
in refrigerator cars, and the oyster and crab 
people do likewise, and place them in dif-
ferent cities in this country and lift the deed 
of trust that Baltimore city holds on us as a 
community. His remark was, “We are get-
ting along all right now.”

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library.)

THANKS GIVING LETTERS

Despite the sadness we 
still feel, this is a letter of 
Thanksgiving for all the 
Thanksgivings in the past 
that were shared when my 
wonderful mom, Annie Self, 
was living. 

This will be our first 
Thanksgiving without her. 
She passed away on October 
12  and although it will be 
different, we will go on and 
celebrate family traditions 
like she would want us to. All 
families should count their 
blessings and I thank God 
for all the years he gave us 
together and special thanks 
to our other dear family 
members and friends. Happy 
thanksgiving, everyone!

Barbara Boothe, 
Lottsburg   

Thanks for
the blessings

I give thanks for Thanks-
giving, because:

We begin to nestle into a 
cooler, crisper environment 
with patchwork blankets of 
leaves all about us. Raking 
those blankets up is excused 
for the day and we can, in 
serenity, just enjoy their 

Thanks for
Thanksgiving

We would like to thank the 
people of Reedville for their 
welcome and kindness when 
we visited recently. A lovely 
town and lovely people; what 
more can we say.

Particular thanks to 
Martha who, amongst other 
things, very kindly drove us 
to the shop to get essential 
supplies.

Crew of SY Jua Kali: 
Graeme Mulcahy, Gillian, Fran, 

David, Janet, John

Thanks for
hospitality

color.
There are gifts exchanged, 

but we don’t have to wrap 
them. They are the intangible 
gifts of kindness and love….
and, to those who prepare our 
meal, a zesty appetite.

I take a deep breath and 
once again try to get Mama’s 
pecan pie recipe to resemble 
the pie she made from it. 

No matter who I am with, 
we take longer to eat and we 
linger at the table in civil 
conversation. Good manners 

enjoy the limelight as we try 
to use utensils and napkins 
with grace, and we do our 
best to keep the cranberry 
sauce off the tablecloth.

Although I am not a foot-
ball fan (How about those 
Cubbies?), when I am in 
the kitchen the sound of the 
games in the next room are 
comforting. After dinner 

the sounds of soft snoring 
from those who ate too much 
L-tryptophan make me smile. 

Some time during the day, 
we go around the room and 
ask those who wish to share 
to tell us for what they are 
thankful, and in the listening, 
I know I am in the right place.

Ginger Philbrick,
White Stone

Find us on Facebook!
RRecord.com

Record now
collecting 
Santa letters
and coloring
contest pages

The Rappahannock Record 
will publish letters to Santa in 
the December 22 issue.

Deliver letters to the Record 
office by noon Monday, 
December 12. If letters are 
written as a class project, 
teachers are urged to submit 
them by Friday, December 9.

Letters should be written 
with a dark pencil or ink and 
include the child’s name, age 
and hometown. Parents, teach-
ers and others are asked to 
make certain the letters are leg-
ible. Please include the teach-
er’s first and last names with 
class submissions.

The letters should be short 
and concise so Santa can read 
them quickly.

Email letters to editor@rap-
precord.com, send to Rappah-
annock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

435-2632, or deliver them to 
the Record office at 27 North 
Main Street. There is a delivery 
slot in the front door for after-
hours submissions.

Santa letters will be pub-
lished in the Thursday, Decem-
ber 22, Christmas Greetings 
special section.

Coloring contest
The Record’s 2016 Holiday 

Coloring Contest also is under 
way. The contest is open to 
ages 4-10. 

First-, second- and third-
place winners in age groups 
4-6, 7-8 and 9-10 will be 
awarded prizes. Decision of the 
judges is final.

Pick up a coloring page at 
the Record office, 27 North 

download pages at RRecord.
com.

All entries must be received 
by 5 p.m. Monday, December 
12.

Winning entries and others, 
as space allows, will be pub-
lished in the December 22 
Christmas Greetings special 
section.
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Publishes December 22
Spread a little holiday cheer!
Free FULL COLOR in your ad!

Letters to Santa Deadline
Monday, December 12 @ noon

editor@rapprecord.com

Advertising Deadline
Monday, December 12 @ 5 p.m.

mail@rapprecord.com
804-435-1701

Christmas Greetings
Special Section

Rappahannock Record

WARSAW—The Northern 
Neck and Middle Peninsula area 
has a long and rich history and 
Preservation Northern Neck & 
Middle Peninsula (PNNMP) is 
trying to help preserve.

Each year, with the help of 
book sales from its popular 
guide and membership contri-
butions, PNNMP makes grants 
of $500 to $1,000 or so to help 
conserve historic buildings and 
objects of the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula for future 
generations, reported secretary 
Jami Borek. 

For example, it gave a grant 
to the Richmond County 
Museum to create a worthy dis-
play case for an exceptional dog 
collar. Sir Jonathan Beckwith, 

VIRGINIA BEACH—AAA 
projects that over 1.3 million 
(1,373,482) Virginians will travel 
50 miles or less this Thanksgiv-
ing Holiday. 

This will represent a 3.7% 
increase over last year marking 
this year the biggest increase 
since 2007. Across the nation, 
there will be 48.7 million trav-
elers for the holiday this year. 
The Thanksgiving holiday travel 
period is defined as Wednesday, 
November 23 to Sunday, Novem-
ber 27.

The increase is spurred by 
improvements in the economy 
during the second half of the 
year, including rising wages, 
increased consumer spending 
and overall strength in consumer 
confidence. Despite recent incre-
mental increases in the national 
average price of gasoline, AAA 
estimates U.S. drivers have saved 

more than $28 billion so far at the 
pumps this year compared to the 
same period last year.

 “One million more Americans 
than last year will carve out time 
to visit with friends and family 
this Thanksgiving,” said Geor-
jeane Blumling, vice president of 
public affairs for AAA Tidewater. 
“Most will travel by road, thanks 
to continued low gas prices that 
are holding at close to $2 per 
gallon. Others will fly, take the 
bus or set off on a cruise to cel-
ebrate with their loved ones.”
 Driving 

More than 89% of holiday 
travelers will drive this Thanks-
giving. The 43.5 million Ameri-
cans planning a Thanksgiving 
road trip represents an increase of 
1.9% over last year. 

Air travel is expected to 
increase 1.6%, with 3.69 million 
Americans flying to their holi-

day destinations. Travel by other 
modes of transportation, includ-
ing cruises, trains and buses, 
will increase only slightly this 
Thanksgiving, to 1.44 million 
travelers. 

In Virginia, more than 90.5% 
will travel by automobile, up 
3.9% from last year. About 
99,390 Virginians will travel by 
air, up 2.7%.
Fuel

On November 15, the national 
average price for a gallon of gaso-
line was $2.16, one cent less than 
last year’s price. Most U.S. driv-
ers will pay the second-cheapest 
Thanksgiving gas prices since 
2008, when the national average 
was $1.85.

In Virginia, the current average 
price for gas is $2.02, ten cents 
less than a month ago, but 3 cents 
more than last year. 

 The bulk of America’s refin-

 Christmas trees
The Northern Neck Rotary Club will conduct its annual 

Christmas tree sale at 63 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, begin-
ning November 25. The lot will be open from 2 to 5 p.m. Mon-
days through Fridays, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturdays and 1 to 
5:30 p.m. Sundays.

Frasier fir Christmas trees will be cut in North Carolina shortly 
prior to being shipped direct to the club. Appointment tree sales 
may be arranged at 435-4183. 

 Children First
The Middle Peninsula Northern Neck Community Services 

Board Prevention Services Division offers Children First, a 
4-hour co-parenting education program designed to promote 
positive and healthy communication for families experiencing 
the challenges of transition through separation and/or divorce. 

This program is offered from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on first 
Thursdays at the Prevention Services Division Office, 3786 
George Washington Memorial Highway, Hayes. The fee is $50 
per person. Payment must be received seven days prior the 
schedule class. To register, call 642-5402. 

Preservation grant applications due

This dog collar now on display at the Richmond County 
Museum has a very interesting story behind it. A grant from 
Preservation Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula has helped 
the museum preserve the collar and share the story.

whose father Sir Marmaduke 
Beckwith came over to Rich-
mond County from England, 
served as Sheriff of Richmond 

County and also became one of 
the area’s important patriots. He 
was a well-to-do gentleman as 
even his dog was expensively 

dressed with a stunning silver 
dog collar engraved with his 
name “Jonathan Beckwith.” 
This extraordinarily rare object 
is the envy of Colonial Wil-
liamsburg and it can be seen at 
the Richmond County Museum.

In addition to museums and 
other institutions, historical 
groups and even private indi-
viduals have received grants.

Applications will be accepted 
through the end of January for 
the next round of grants to be 
made in March 2017, said 
Borek.

To apply for a grant, visit 
pnnmp.org/grants---projects.
html, or write to the PNNMP 
Grant Committee at Post Office 
Box 691, Warsaw, VA 22572. 

Virginians expected to hit the road
in record numbers this Thanksgiving

NEWS BREAK

Giving thanks
Bethel Preschool students prepare to sing the story of that 
first Thanksgiving. From left are (front row) turkeys Chas and 
Logan Lange and Sara Forrester; (next row) Pilgrims Austin 
Hand, Jamie Mitchell, Corbin Marsh and Addison Pittman; 
(next row) Native Americans Veronica Edmonds, Elliot 
Crissey, Cameron Moore, Grafton Forrester and Emma Hand. 
“We give thanks for friends and food. Amen.”

VIRGINIA BEACH—With 
over 1.3 million Virginians 
traveling this Thanksgiving 
Holiday weekend and over 
90% of them traveling by 
vehicle, the roads can be espe-
cially crowded. The number of 
travelers could lead to possible 
increases in crashes and break-
downs.

 AAA Tidewater Virginia 
offers the following road 
safety tips and advice for those 
taking trips this holiday season 
on what to do if your vehicle 
breaks down.

For your safety:

safety belts buckled and chil-
dren safe and secure in prop-
erly installed safety seats.

below 1/3 tank.

highways.

and first-aid kit as well as 
emergency flares or reflective 
triangles should you break 
down.

trip, pack an emergency ration 
kit of water and nonperishable 
food items such as fruit or gra-
nola bars.

never let kids go to the rest-
room alone. Always lock vehi-
cle doors, even if you’ll only be 

gone for a few minutes.

of emergencies.
-

abled vehicle. Instead, call for 
help.

time travel, choose a well-
lighted, populated facility. Park 
where your vehicle can be 
seen.

while your vehicle is stopped, 
keep your doors locked and 
only roll your window down 
enough to hear what the person 
is saying.

If you break down:

road safely away from traffic.

and make all passengers stay 
inside, too. Keep doors locked.

vehicle off the road, ask all 
passengers to exit the vehicle 
when it is safe to do so, and 
stand away from traffic.

phone, keep your group 
together.

put a white cloth draped from 
the car window or tied to the 
door handle, or use reflective 
triangles or flares. Warning 
devices should be placed far 
enough away from the vehicle 
to give oncoming traffic time 

AAA offers road safety tips for holiday travel

ing capacity is in the Southeast-
ern U.S. and abundant supplies 
should keep prices relatively low 
heading into the holiday season, 
barring any unexpected disrup-
tions in pipeline shipment or 
refinery schedules, said Blum-
ling.
Air fare

According to AAA’s Lei-
sure Travel Index, airfares are 
projected to increase 21% this 
Thanksgiving, landing at an aver-
age of $205 for a roundtrip flight 
for the top 40 domestic routes.

 Rates for AAA Three Dia-
mond Rated lodgings are 
expected to remain flat, with 
travelers spending an average of 
$155 per night. The average rate 
for a AAA Two Diamond Rated 
hotel has risen 4% with an aver-
age nightly cost of $123.

Daily car rental rates will aver-
age $52, 13% lower than last 
Thanksgiving.

As part of North America’s 
largest motoring and leisure 
travel organization, AAA Tide-
water Virginia provides its more 
than 330,000 members with 
travel, insurance, financial and 
automotive-related services. Visit 
AAA.com, or facebook.com/AAA-
TidewaterVirginia.

to react. A good rule of thumb: 
three devices at 100, 50, and 
25 yards from the vehicle—or 
300, 200, or 100 feet.

enough to ask any passersby to 
call police.

Animals For Adoption
The Animal Welfare League has many animals for adoption to good loving 
homes. The dogs, cats, puppies and kittens change rapidly, in lieu of listing 

them, interested persons may call the league at 435-0822 or Joyce 
at 462-0091 to be advised as to what is available at that time. 

Visits to local animal shelters also are encouraged.


