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The Lancaster Middle School band, under the direction of Kenny Flester, and choir, under the direction of Emily Mahoney, perform “God Bless the USA” to conclude the Veterans Day program.

KILMARNOCK—Lancaster Middle 
School on November 11 presented A 
Salute to Veterans. 

“I appreciate the opportunity to be 
here today and I can honestly say that this 
is my first time ever going to a Veterans 
Day celebration,” said retired U.S. Army 
Lt. Kent Cuthbertson, guest speaker. He 
shared with students and the public high-
lights of his military career. 

“There is no bigger thrill than step-
ping out of an aircraft flying 240 knots 
into the slipstream with your parachute 
open and then hit the ground. I had 180 
parachute jumps and I loved every one 
of them,” said Cuthbertson.

“First of all, I would like to thank 
all of our veterans for your service and 
your commitment to our republic and 
the ideals upon which it was founded. 
My heartfelt appreciation to the fami-
lies of our veterans,” said superinten-

dent Steve Parker.
 “This Veterans Day is especially poi-

gnant” he continued. “At a time in our 
history in which our country appears 
more divided than at any time in the last 
several decades, the military services 
provide a model of unity, tolerance and 
acceptance. 

“When in combat, service men and 
women are not fighting for their flag or 
their country, or some other ideal, they 
are fighting for the men and the women 

on their left and their right, regardless of 
their ethnicity, their religion, the color 
of their skin or their orientation. There 
is a singular purpose, a singular mis-

sion, a singular cause, that is the ideal 
upon which this republic was founded 
and upon which it will endure,” he said. 

A Lancaster High School Air Force 
JROTC Color Guard presented the 
colors and the middle school band 
and choir honored veterans from all 
branches through song and readings 
related to Veterans Day. The program 
also included a tribute to all LMS fac-
ulty and staff who served in the armed 
forces.

Lancaster Middle School salutes veterans
by Madison White Franks More Veterans 

Day observances 
appear on pages 
A5 and B8.

The fourth annual Taste by the Bay: Wine, Food, 
Arts and Ale, will be held from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturday, November 19, at the Tides Inn, 480 King 
Carter Drive, Irvington. 

A production of the Lancaster by the Bay Chamber 
of Commerce, the event is presented by Bon Secours 
Rappahannock General Hospital and sponsored by the 
Bank of Lancaster, Chesapeake Bank, Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury, The Local Scoop Magazine, 
Northern Neck Insurance, Bay Internist and Aflac 
Insurance, Iris Treakle, Agent.

 “This event has it all—oysters, wine, gourmet cui-
sine, entertainment, craft brews—it doesn’t get any 
better than enjoying local fare while listening to live 
music with Northern Neck water views,” said event 
chairman Joanna Marchetti. 

Tickets are $30 in advance or $35 at the door, if 
available, and include a complimentary souvenir wine 
glass. To purchase tickets, visit tastebythebay.com or 
call 435-6092.

Chamber executive director Anne Paparella urges 
folks to purchase their tickets in advance. There will 
be a limited number of tickets at the door, only if the 
event does not sell out in advance, she said.

Participating eateries will include Byrd’s Seafood 

Co., Carwash Café, Cora’s Kitchen, Newsome’s Res-
taurant, Rappahannock River Oysters, Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury and The Tides Inn.

Participating wineries will include the Dog and the 
Oyster Vineyard, General’s Ridge Winery, Good Luck 
Cellars, Ingleside Vineyards, Mattaponi Winery and 
Williamsburg Winery. 

Participating breweries include Devil’s Backbone, 
Ginger Brau; Star Hill, Maple Brown Ale; Port City, 
Optimal Wit; Ardent, Sweet Potato and Saison; Har-
dywood, Gingerbread Stout; Bold Rock, Draft Apple; 
and Sunken City, IPA.

Participating vendors will include Always a Happy 
Hour, Aubergine Boutique, Bonded by Beads, Burkes 
Fine Jewelers, Cathy’s Unique Pursuits, Cedar Run 
Farms, Christopher Mize Studio Inc., Coastal Cre-
ations by Lauren, Country Cottage, Cyndi’s Gourmet 
Foods, Docks of the Bay, Jimmy and Sook, MaryKnits, 
Northern Neck Popcorn Bag, Plantation Peanuts of 
Wakefield, Raymond Bell, Rivah Antiques, Rivergems 
by Cammie, SouthPaw Express, Stella and Dot, The 
Dandelion, The Nutman Company and Weekends 
Fashions.

Music will include Damion Wolfe from noon to 2 
p.m. and JJ & Company from 2 to 5 p.m.

Anthony Marchetti (right) of Rappahannock River Oyster Company serves 
up Merroir Stuffin Muffins and raw and roasted oysters at last year’s Taste 
by the Bay. His company will be among seven eateries participating in the 
fourth annual Taste by the Bay this Saturday, November 19, at the Tides Inn. 
Photo by Renss Greene

Fourth annual Taste by the Bay slated Saturday in Irvington

CLARAVILLE—The removal last 
week of Dr. Rebecca Gates as Nor-
thumberland County’s superinten-
dent of schools culminated in public 
rebukes at Monday night’s school 
board meeting by two board mem-
bers who did not participate in the 3-0 
vote.

Board chairman Dean Sumner of 
District 2 was absent and member 
Gerald Howard of District 3 did not 
participate in the vote that took place 
in a special session on November 9.

Voting to remove Gates were Betty 
Christopher of District 4, Gayle Ster-
rett of District 5 and Dana O’Bier of 
District 1.

Gates was dismissed without a 
stated cause.

Several times during Monday’s 
meeting, Howard lashed out at the 
board’s newest members, Sterrett and 
O’Bier, accusing them of being “cal-
culating, deceitful and cruel” and for 
running for office on a platform of 
getting rid of Gates. 

“It has to be them. I can’t think of 
any other reason,” he said. “No reason 

was given to fire a woman who in 
December had an exceptional rating 
in her evaluation.”

The December evaluation of Gates 
was given prior to new members 
taking office in January.

However, on several occasions both 
Sterrett and O’Bier have been publicly 
critical of Gates when the high school 
and middle school lost accreditation 
under her leadership. They also noted 
she did not comply with the Code of 
Virginia by allowing physical alter-
cations by students to go unreported 
and violated federal privacy laws 

by allowing an outside organization 
access to student records. In addi-
tion, discipline reports were routinely 
emailed to personnel, including those 
no longer employed by the school dis-
trict, they said. 

Howard expressed concern about 
paying Gates a year of severance 
while also paying for a second super-
intendent—acting superintendent Dr. 
Holly Wargo. “Dr. Wargo is superin-
tendent of instruction. She can’t do 
two jobs,” he added.

During Monday’s meeting, the 
board unanimously approved a year 

severance payout to Gates in a 5-0 
vote. 

Howard’s criticism extended to 
county supervisors when they did not 
respond to his concerns at last Thurs-
day’s board of supervisor’s meeting. 
According to Howard, he told them 
about the district’s rising legal fees 
that could shortly exceed the budget.

“We’re playing loosey-goosey with 
the taxpayer’s money. It’s an issue we 
need to deal with,” he told parents on 
Monday. “You know how they (super-
visors) do—they don’t say anything.”

KILMARNOCK—Lancaster public schools 
and Rappahannock Community College are 
making strides to develop more opportunities 
for higher education for the county’s students. 

Assistant school superintendent Dan Russell 
on November 8 explained to the school board 
a partnership with RCC to implement the Early 
College Academy. The academy will offer dual 
enrollment options for juniors and seniors in 
high school. Dual enrollment courses allow stu-
dents to earn college credits while still in high 
school, said Russell. 

He indicated the goals of this program are to 
introduce students to the experience of college 
studies, encourage high school students to fur-
ther their education by creating a seamless tran-
sition from high school to college, to provide an 
opportunity for high school students to earn an 
Associate of Arts and Sciences degree at a low 
cost, and to help meet the Commonwealth’s goal 
of satisfying the demand for appropriate educa-
tional programs and services to an increasing 
number of students through dual enrollment 
courses. 

Russell said this will save students financially 
in college, and courses taken while participat-

ing in the program will be counted towards high 
school credit. In the past, students did not get 
credit towards their grade point average. 

“The early college academy has no concen-
tration and is open to all students that pass the 
entrance exams. These students will participate 
their junior and senior years,” said Russell. 

“The idea came about because we do a great 
job with serving our students with disabilities 
and high needs, and we also do a great job with 
serving our students at the upper level in gov-
ernor’s school, but we are missing a group of 
students who are good students as well and we 
have students who need an opportunity and we 

can help provide that,” said Russell. 
Rising juniors who meet qualifications aca-

demically will be eligible. They must pass 
both math and English Virginia placement tests 
during an application process in their sopho-
more year. 

School board chairman Bob Westbrook asked 
what is necessary for teachers to teach dual 
enrollment classes. Russell said the teachers 
must have a masters degree and credits in the 
content area that they would be instructing. 

Russell also indicated students wanting to par-
ticipate in this program should be able to attend 

Lancaster to partner with RCC to offer Early College Academy
by Madison White Franks

Superintendent’s termination prompts berating at school board meeting
by Audrey Thomasson

EARLY COLLEGE ACADEMY, continued on page A2

SCHOOL BOARD, continued on page A2
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classes at RCC’s Kilmarnock 
Center, but depending on staff, 
students may have to go to the 
Warsaw campus. 

There are still some details 
that need to be worked out 
before this program is offi-
cially established, he said. 

To earn their associate’s 
degree, participating students 
will successfully complete 
21 courses and 61 credits as 
well as a general education 
certificate which is 11 courses 
and 33 credits, said RCC dual 
enrollment advisor Huck Wil-
liams. Some students may opt 
to only do the general educa-
tion certificate, which is “basi-
cally the first year at a col-
lege,” said Williams. 

“We will continue to fine 
tune,” said Williams. 

The proposed program 
schedule would include junior 
year courses of pre-calculus, 
English, biology, history and 
chemistry, and the senior 
year would include statistics, 
applied calculus, anatomy, 
physiology, government and 
an elective of the student’s 
choice. 

Funding for the pro-
gram will be from sponsor-
ships, scholarships, Lan-
caster County Public Schools 
(LCPS) and parents, but all 

plans are subject to the avail-
ability of dual enrollment cer-
tified teachers within LCPS 
and course scheduling. 

“We want to give the stu-
dents every opportunity we 
can,” said Russell. “My lofty 
goal is to have 20% of our stu-
dents in this program.” 

In the Commonwealth, the 
average cost for a public col-
lege is $26,000 a year and for a 
private college, $45,000. This 
program will help students to 
reduce the cost of college sig-
nificantly, said Russell. 

“We tend to focus so much 
on getting accreditation and 
the problems we are having 
in some regards, but we are 
offering full spectrum educa-
tion. For any student to have 
something at their level and 
they are being provided the 
opportunity for the education 
that they can achieve, and that 
they are willing to work for 
and get, I think this is marvel-
ous,” said District 1 school 
board member Robert Smart. 

“This is a great opportu-
nity and really valuable [for 
the students]” said District 3 
board member Audrey Thom-
asson. 

A parent informational ses-
sion will soon be scheduled to 
answer questions anyone may 

Finance director Lynn 
Mason reported that legal 
fees at the end of October 
were $39,000 with some 
$17,000 remaining in the 
budget for the remainder 
of the term. Much of the 
legal billing is associated 
with disputes among board 
members and Gates, special 
education and the transfer 
of the middle school prin-
cipal to the central office. 
Some $4,800 went to cover 
O’Bier’s legal fees against an 
unsuccessful petition drive 
to remove her from office led 
by District 3 supervisor Jim 
Long and fueled by Howard, 
who continually told O’Bier 
to resign.

For his part, Sumner 
explained his absences from 
the past school board meet-
ing and two special sessions 
as conflicting with his work 
schedule. “I wanted to know 
why it couldn’t wait until this 
meeting,” he said.

While acknowledging 
Gates was not popular with 
some people, he defended 
her. “She took the heat on 
board decisions and never 
once tried to deflect it. That 
says a lot about her charac-
ter,” Sumner said.

“We will be focused on 

Shuckin’ & Jivin’ On The 
Green, an oyster roast 
November 12 to support 
the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum & Library, sold 
out early. The lucky 150 
patrons who purchased 
tickets in advance enjoyed 
oysters, hot dogs, stew, cold 
beverages and music by 
Larry Heatwole and Toby 
Calloway. The event raised 
approximately $5,000. 
From left, Randy Harding 
and Percell Boyd shuck 
oysters. Photos by Madison 
White Franks

Celebrating 
heritage 

on the  
half shell

CLARAVILLE—Northum-
berland school board members 
on Monday approved a resolu-
tion to allow school employ-
ment of family members of 
superintendents and school 
board members.

The vote was 4-1, with Dis-
trict 3 member Gerald Howard 
casting the only dissenting vote. 
Members Dana O’Bier, Dean 
Sumner, Betty Christopher and 
Gayle Sterrett supported the 
resolution.

By approving the resolution, 
the board is asking Del. Mar-
garet Ransone to sponsor an 
amendment to the Code of Vir-
ginia to exempt school districts 
in Planning District 17 from a 
provision that prevents hiring 
the most qualified candidates to 
fill professional vacancies if the 
applicant happens to be related 
to a board member or superin-
tendent. 

Howard addressed his disap-

proval of the resolution to the 
gallery of attendees. “Let me 
explain what this means…This 
is a resolution so that (Lancaster 
school superintendent Steven) 
Parker can hire his wife,” 
Howard said. “All the counties 
are supposed to approve this so 
he can hire his wife.”

Parker’s wife currently 
teaches math at Northumber-
land High School.

Board chairman Dean 
Sumner disagreed with Howard. 
“I want to thank Del. Ransone 
for her efforts with this resolu-
tion,” he said.

In other business, members 
approved sharing the services of 
a school psychologist with Lan-
caster, a list of substitute teachers 
and volunteers, and the hiring of 
two part-time custodians.

Members also approved 
having former Northumberland 
Middle School principal Robert 
“Bo” Bailey fill in at NMS 
“as needed” in the temporary 
absence of the principal.

Northumberland school
board endorses efforts to
employ family members

by Audrey Thomasson

School board 
continued from page A1

kids. That is number one in 
Northumberland County,” 
Wargo assured parents 
during her superintendent’s 
report.

“We’ve always been 
focused on our students,” 
responded Howard. “Dr. 
Gates did an excellent job 
with our students—with all 
of our kids, not just some of 
them. Even the ones that look 
like me.” 

Long accused board mem-
bers of having individual 
agendas. “Drop personal 
agendas and work for the stu-
dents,” he said.

Laurie Morrisett called the 
three women board members 
“a coalition of disrespect” 
resulting in a “triad.” She told 
them to spend the legal fees 
on raises for teachers.

Rev. Linwood Blizzard 
said Gates had improved the 
high school graduation rate to 
98%. He accused members of 
misusing their office and for 
displacing people for trying 
to provide equity for students. 

Student Amiya Ball said 
she was upset “about the dis-
ruption and bullying among 
school board members.” She 
reminded them of the “…
Code of Conduct they signed 
on January 11.”

Early College Academy
continued from page A1

have regarding the program, 
which is slated to begin in the 
fall 2017. 

Superintendent Steve 
Parker reported on the prog-
ress of the accreditation 
application for the middle 
school and high school. He 
said that at their meeting 
on October 27, the Virginia 
Board of Education approved 
the request for the high school 
to be partially accredited and 
denied the request for the 
middle school.

Although the middle school 
has shown growth with indi-
vidual tests administered at 
the school, the overall pass 
rates did not rise to the level 
that would allow a partially 
accredited status, said Parker. 

“LMS has made signifi-
cant progress in improving 
the literacy of our middle 
school students,” said Parker. 
“We are encouraged by these 
results and remain committed 
to positive outcomes for all of 
our students,” said Parker.

Because Thanksgiving falls on a Thursday, next week’s Record 
will appear on Wednesday, November 23, and deadlines will be 
on Monday, November 21. The deadline for display ads is 10 
a.m. and the deadline for classified ads and news is noon.

 “Thanks giving” letters will be printed in the November 23 
Record. For letter guidelines, see the Opinion pages.

The Record office will be closed Thursday and Friday, Novem-
ber 24 and 25, for the Thanksgiving holiday.

Rappahannock Record to
observe holiday schedule



RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD A3

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

(Except Closed Thursday, December 1st)
Call for other days that we may be open by chance,  

we will answer phone if we are in. Note: there is no answering 
machine/recording. Also check our Facebook page for info at  

www.facebook.com/plum.summer.northern.neck

Fall/Winter 2016 Hours
Thursday  Friday  Saturday

10:00am-5:00pm

15170 Northumberland Hwy (Rt 360) Burgess, VA

804-453-4553

We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

RYAN KENT
REGIONAL PRESIDENT

NMLS 790709
RYAN@PRICEMORTGAGEGROUP.COM

PHONE  l 804 724 3345

Voted Best Dry Cleaner in the Northern Neck for Over 10 Years!

Laundered 
shirts

Located in the Chesapeake Commons 
(Peebles Shopping Center)

804.577.4093

10% OFF
WITH THIS AD

KILMARNOCK LOCATION ONLY

Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm | Sat 9am-2pm
We dry clean clothing, 
draperies, comforters, 

and more! Also offering 
alteration services, FREE 

storage of seasonal 
clothing, and optional 
moth-proof storage.

$1.99!

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE CONDUCT ESTATE SALES
&

Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Join The Irvington Turkey Trot
Thanksgiving, Thursday, November 24

Historic Irvington Town Commons, King Carter Drive
Calling all runners, joggers and walkers  –  young and old! Register now for this fun 

holiday event for families (and leashed furry friends) reuniting for the  
Thanksgiving holiday in the Northern Neck.

Organized by the Irvington Village Improvement Association

I’m hot to trot!

Are you?

Registration: 1) RunSignUp.com via “Irvington 
Turkey Trot” (by 11/21)  2) on the day of the race 
3) on Wednesday at Irvington Baptist Church,  
1 pm to 6 pm.

Registration Fee: 2-mile OR 5-mile race: $25, 
Flat fee $30 for both. 

Tot Trot is free, as are photo opps for social media!

Adding to the Thanksgiving spirit, participants are 
asked to bring dog or cat food – preferably dry 
food – to distribute to local animal shelters.

2-mile Race: 9am
5-mile Race: 10am

Tot Trot: 11am

R I C H M O N D — S p e c i a l 
Agent in Charge Adam S. Lee 
of the Richmond Division of 
the FBI recently announced 
a reward of up to $10,000 for 
information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of the 
individual dubbed the “Soul-
Patch Bandit.”

This suspect is believed to be 
responsible for five robberies 
in the Central Virginia area. He 
is 6 feet to 6 feet, 3 inches tall, 
average to thin build, wearing 
black rim prescription glasses 
and should be considered 
armed and dangerous.

 Law enforcement believes 
this suspect is responsible for 
robberies:

Bank in the 80 block of South 
Airport Drive in Henrico.

Bank in the 8100 block of 
Mechanicsville Turnpike in 
Mechanicsville. 

Bank in the 5600 block of 

Brook Road in Henrico.

Bank & Trust in the 3100 
block of Boulevard in Colo-
nial Heights.

Fargo Bank in the 1300 block 
of Gaskins Road in Henrico.

This investigation is being 
conducted by the FBI’s Central 

Virginia Violent Crimes Task 
Force, along with the Colonial 
Heights Police Department, 
the Hanover County Sheriff’s 
Office and the Henrico County 
Police Division.

Report information concern-
ing this investigation, to the 
Richmond FBI field office at 
261-1044, or tips.fbi.gov. 

Lancaster Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported 
charges against seven individu-
als.

Felonies
Raymond T. Taylor, 25, of 

Wiggins Avenue was charged 
November 7 with the felony 
of delivering drugs to inmates, 
trespassing and entering a 
property with intent to damage.

Carol R. Gross, 70, of Jessie 
duPont Memorial Highway 
was charged November 11 with 
the felony of assaulting a law 
enforcement officer, resisting 
or attempting to resist a lawful 
arrest and public swearing and/
or intoxication.

Misdemeanors
A Mary Ball Road man, 40, 

was charged November 8 with 
two counts of violating a pro-
tective order.

A Mary Ball Road man, 65, 
was charged November 9 with 
assault and battery.

A Mary Ball Road man, 40, 
was charged November 10 with 
three counts of assault and bat-
tery on a family member.

A Mary Ball Road man, 62, 
was charged November 10 
with driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol and failing to 
signal a turn.

A Chestnut Point Road man, 
27, was charged November 10 
with using abusive language.

Activity report
Nov. 7: Staff responded to 

the 100 block of Gill Road for 
a possible suicidal subject, to 
the 3300 block of Merry Point 
Road for a possible suspicious 
person, to the 800 block of 
Rappahannock Drive for an 
abandoned vehicle, to the 1400 
block of Windmill Point Road 
for a reported burglary, to the 
8100 block of Mary Ball Road 
for obtaining funds by fraud 
and grand larceny, and to the 
300 block of White Hall Road 
for an assault with injuries.

Nov. 8: Staff responded to 
the 2800 block of Lara Road 
for the report of a two-vehicle 
traffic crash, to the 200 block of 
Tabbs Cove Lane for a verbal 
disagreement, the 18700 block 
of Mary Ball Road for the 
report of a reckless driver trav-
eling on the wrong side of the 
highway.

Nov. 9: Staff responded to 
White Pine Drive for a verbal 
disagreement.

Nov. 10: Staff responded 
to the 300 block of Campbell 
Road for a suspicious person, 
to the 5500 block of Jessie 
duPont Memorial Highway to 
assist Northumberland depu-
ties with a domestic distur-
bance, to the Weems-Christ 
Church area for a traffic inci-
dent, and to the 1400 block of 
Old Orchard Drive for a suspi-
cious person.

Nov. 11: Staff responded to 
the 400 block of King Carter 
Drive for a worthless check, to 
the 100 block of Chase Street 
to assist Kilmarnock Police 
Department with a domes-
tic disturbance, to the White 
Stone-Kilmarnock area for a 
driver traveling on the wrong 
side of the road.

Nov. 12: Staff responded to 
the 500 block of Wilson Lane 
for a domestic disturbance 
with threats of harm, to the 300 
block of Old Orchard Road for 
vandalism to a residence, to 
7800 block of River Road for a 
verbal disagreement, to the 500 
block of Paynes Creek Road for 
a trespasser, to the 2400 block 
of Merry Point Road for a pos-
sible burglary (upon arrival it 
was learned that a canine had 
caused the damage) and to the 
300 block of Fleets Bay Road 
for a domestic disturbance.

Nov. 13: Staff responded 
to the 1100 block of Slabtown 
Road for an unattended death.

Staff also conducted 29 
traffic stops, issued 15 sum-

monses, assisted four motor-
ists, recorded two deer strike 
accidents, handled four calls 
for traffic control, investigated 
three building alarms, pro-
cessed a mental health order, 
logged three inmate transports, 
received 11 E911 hang-up calls 
and fielded two calls for animal 
control service.

Fire calls
The Kilmarnock Volunteer 

Fire Department responded to 
a fire/smoke alarm on North 
Main Street and a farm equip-
ment fire on Morattico Church 
Road.

The Upper Lancaster Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
responded to rescue a man 
trapped in a wall on Mulberry 
Creek Road, a traffic crash on 
Lara Road and a fire/smoke 
alarm on Mary Ball Road.

Northumberland Sheriff 
James R. “Doc” Lyons this 
week reported charges against 
six individuals.

Felonies
Patrick G. Toth, 49, Heaths-

ville was served November 2 
with a direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Circuit Court for two counts 
of committing forcible sodomy 
with a minor and two counts of 
committing aggravated sexual 
battery with a child. This indict-
ment was served by the Rich-
mond County Sheriff’s Office.

Xavier Adonis Diggs, 25, 
of Burgess man was charged 
November 10 with malicious 
bodily injury.

Dontay N. Davis, 27, Oph-
elia was served November 12 
with a direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Circuit Court for sexual inter-
course by force, threat or 
intimidation.

Chelsea Danielle Coates, 
24, of Burgess was charged 
November 12 with damaging 
property and assault and bat-
tery of a family member.

Misdemeanors
A Heathsville man, 28, was 

charged November 12 with 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol, second offense in 
five years, reckless driving and 
driving after being revoked.

A Burgess man, 29, was 
charged November 12 with 
assault and battery of a family 
member.

Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers this week 
seeks information regard-
ing the whereabouts of 
Holly Martin.

The Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office holds a 
warrant for Martin, 32, 
for grand larceny and 
break and enter. She is 
described as a female with 
brown hair and eyes. She 
is 5 feet, 5 inches tall and 
weighs 270 pounds. Also 
known as Holly Walker, 
her last known address is 
6045 Jefferson Avenue, 
Newport News. 

Report related infor-
mation to Lancaster 
County Crime Solvers 
at 462-7463. Lancaster 
County Crime Solvers 
pays rewards up to $1,000 
for information that leads 
to an arrest. You do not 
have to give your name or 
appear in court. 

FBI announces reward for
serial bank robbery suspect

These images from separate heists show the suspect believed 
to be the “Soul-Patch Bandit.”

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock Town Council 
will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, 
November 21, at the Town 
Hall, 1 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock. 

Council will hear a status 
report on the progress of con-
struction at Town Centre Park, 
150 North Main Street, where 
a ceremonial groundbreaking 
was held October 5.

Construction crews from 
David A. Nice Builders have 
been working since then grad-
ing for elevation and preparing 
the site for development. The 
$2.7 million project is expected 
to take some nine months to 
complete. 

Town committees also will 
present status reports.

LANCASTER—Due to 
the Thanksgiving holiday, the 
Lancaster board of super-
visors will meet at 7 p.m. 
tonight, November 17. 

Prior to the regular meeting, 
supervisors at 5 p.m. will hold 
a special session with architect 
Tom Tingle on the feasibil-
ity of converting the Family 
Maternity Center building into 
an emergency medical services 
facility.

During the regular meet-
ing, supervisors will conduct 
a public hearing on a request 
from RAS Ventures LLC/Ryan 
and Alison Adler to expand 
an existing structure at 159 
Bayview Drive. The 0.47-acre 
property is zoned general resi-
dential.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Holly Martin

CRIME 
SOLVERS
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Local Government News
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Smith Point Sea Rescue 
vice president Jim Bul-
lard recently reported crews 
recently responded to the fol-
lowing calls for assistance:

October 9: At 6 a.m., the 
sheriff ’s office received a call 
from the captain of a 37-foot 
Tayanna sailboat hard aground 
in the Coan River. The cap-
tain and his wife, sailing from 
Maine to the Bahamas, had 
taken cover there the evening 
before as Hurricane Matthew 
approached. At 2 a.m., the 
captain heard his anchor drag-
ging in 40-50 mph winds and 
the boat was swept onto her 
side on a shoal. The captain 
called the Coast Guard and 
911 asking to be saved. 

The Smith Point Sea Rescue 
crew on duty quickly deter-
mined they could not bring 
Rescue III down the Potomac 
which was in 6 foot seas. The 
crew met at the duty cap-
tain’s house on the Coan and 
launched a crew member’s 
dual engine cruiser. When 
they reached the sailboat they 
found a Coast Guard cutter 
standing by and assessing the 
situation. The Rescue III crew 
maneuvered their boat suf-
ficiently near the sailboat to 
rescue the wife and pull the 
captain out of the water. The 
crew took the couple to the 
home of a Sea Rescue member 
where they changed into dry 
clothes, were fed, and spent 
two nights as the storm con-
tinued to pound. Time on call, 
3.5 hours.

October 11: At  9 a.m., the 
waters in the Coan River had 
calmed and the tide was in. 
A Sea Rescue crew member 
took the captain and his wife 
out to their sailboat, still hard 
aground in very shallow water. 
Rescue I, with its maximum 
towing power, was deployed 
from Reedville with a second 
crew. The skiff crew carried a 
1-inch tow line from Rescue I 

to the sailboat and secured it. 
Rescue III, deployed from the 
Yeocomico River by a third 
crew, began running back and 
forth making waves while 
Rescue I pulled. In the first 
attempt the sailboat, which 
had a full keel buried in the 
mud, would not budge and the 
1-inch nylon towline broke. 
The line was retied and again 
carried to the sailboat and the 
second attempt slowly dragged 
the sailboat free. Rescue III 
then escorted the sailboat to 
the dock of a member. After a 
total of seven days and minor 
repairs at Lewisetta Marina 
the sailboat continued its 
voyage south, but the captain 
promised to stop in the Coan 
on the return trip so they could 
see all the friends they made 
during their ordeal. Time on 
call, 3.5 hours.

October 12: At 8:45 a.m., 
Rescue I was deployed to the 
Great Wicomico River from 
Reedville to pick up a disabled 
23-foot cabin cruiser at Glebe 
Point and to tow it to Cooper’s 
Landing. Time on call, 2.5 
hours.

October 15: At 7 p.m., the 
captain of a 34-foot Hunter 
sailboat called the sheriff to 
report that his engine would 
not start after a day of sail-
ing. He was adrift near the 
Birthday Cake in the Potomac 
River and accompanied by 
his wife and two teenage 
daughters. Rescue III was 
dispatched from Olverson’s 
Marina and found the sailboat, 
in the dark, with no working 
lights. The only way the boat 
was found was by seeing the 
flashing headlamp the cap-
tain was wearing. The sailboat 
was towed back to Olverson’s 
where it is normally docked. 
Time on call, 1.5 hours

October 28: At 8:12 a.m., 
the captain of a 23-foot Sail-
fish center console called 911 
asking for help. He had run 

HEATHSVILLE—By a unanimous 5-0 vote, 
the Northumberland board of supervisors on 
November 10 adopted a new comprehensive 
plan.

“The Comprehensive Plan is the general 
vision that the county uses to guide develop-
ment into the future,” said county planner Stuart 
McKenzie. “There are many changes to the 
comprehensive plan, but most of the changes 
were to update statistics, describe new state pro-
grams or make changes to state programs, and 
revise any needs that the county should address 
into the future.” 

The summary of changes addresses the 
administration, enforcement and authority for 
the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act, includ-
ing relationships among land use, fisheries and 
aquatic resources and the creation of related 
maps. 

The planning commission also incorporated 
new flood plain maps. FEMA’s Flood Insurance 
Study determined that all development in the 
county’s flood plains is subject to water damage. 

Chapter 1 of the plan indicates owners have 
the option of building within a flood plain, 
however, most dwellings that are financed with 
insured loans are required by the mortgage 
insuring agency to purchase flood insurance, 
and/or raise the lowest habitable floor from the 
100-year flood elevation. 

The commission added guidance for shore-
line management. The plan indicated shoreline 
erosion rates are determined by four principal 
factors: storm frequency; storm type and direc-
tion; resulting wind tides, current and waves; 
and storm intensity and duration. Northumber-
land County has a shoreline protection program 
that contains a variety of techniques for control-
ling erosion such as living shorelines to protect 

low energy shorelines by planting shrubbery, 
replacement of sand on recreational beaches 
and the development of off-shore erosion con-
trol structures such as breakwaters and artificial 
islands to modify wave action. 

The plan also replaces the old Northern Neck 
bicycle trails to implement the Potomac Heri-
tage National Scenic Trail as the designated 
system of regional bike trails to support this 
mode of transportation and recreation. 

“The overall policy guidance of the Com-
prehensive Plan remains unchanged, focusing 
on growth into the villages and the associated 
support areas where infrastructure is better 
suited for these types of enterprises,” said 
McKenzie. 

District 1 supervisor Joseph Self introduced 
the motion to adopt the plan. District 4 supervi-
sor Tommy Tomlin seconded the motion. Dis-
trict 2 supervisor Richard Haynie, District 3 
supervisor Jim Long, and District 5 supervisor 
Ronnie Jett joined Self and Tomlin to adopt the 
new plan.
Other items

Among other items, the board:

subdivisions where dogs are not allowed to run 
at large.

-
portation residency engineer Steve McKeever 
who has served in the highway department for 
30 years in several locations throughout the 
Commonwealth.

be put in place on Light Street to enforce the 
speed and safety for the neighborhood. 

a $35,000 planning grant from the Virginia 
Department of Housing and Community devel-
opment to fund planning activities for the revi-
talization of the Callao business district.

IRVINGTON—The River 
Counties Community Founda-
tion (RCCF) advisory board 
on November 16 presented its 
annual Report to the Commu-
nity at a reception at the Steam-
boat Museum.

The reception was a cel-
ebration of RCCF’s 20 years 
of service to the residents of 
Lancaster, Northumberland and 
Middlesex counties, said chair-
man Susan Pittman. 

The report highlights the out-
standing progress made by the 
foundation in its annual dis-
bursements for philanthropic 
purposes, said Pittman. In 
the founding year, 1997, the 
foundation made competitive 

grants of $1,500 to three non-
profits. This year, more than 
$1,000,000 in total grants was 
available for investment in a 
variety of important nonprofits.

“This tremendous growth and 
success points to the wisdom of 
our founding board members,” 
she said. “Our success is also 
due to a hard-working local 
board through the years, our 
terrific affiliate director Mar-
garet Nost, the commitment 
to philanthropy by residents 
who established 75 funds, and 
the community at large in the 
support of Together.Stronger., 
which is RCCF’s annual fund-
raising initiative.”

“The relationship that RCCF 

has with The Community Foun-
dation was another key element 
in our track record,” said Nost. 
“Their administrative support 
minimizes our costs locally.”

The officers for 2017 were 
introduced at the meeting. They 
are chairman William O. Vose, 
vice chairman Mary Kay Rotert, 
secretary Brownie Watkins and 
treasurer Martha Heric.

Departing board members 
Mary Lib Hoinkes and John 
Coyle were recognized and 
thanked for their many years of 
service.

A copy of the report may be 
requested from Nost at 438-
9414 or found at RiverCounti-
esCF.org.

RCCF delivers 2016 Report to the Community

From left are William Vose, Susan Pittman, Brownie Watkins, Mary K. Rotert, Martha Heric 
and past chairman Ron Mihills.

Rescue I pulls a sailboat to safety following Hurricane Matthew.

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE REPORT
into the submerged rock pile 
left when the Great Wicomico 
spider light was removed by 
the Coast Guard last year. A 
small white, unlighted buoy 
marks this obstruction but 
in choppy seas this is nearly 
impossible to see. The motor’s 
propeller was badly dam-
aged leaving the boat inoper-
able. Smith Point Sea Rescue 
has previously reported this 
hazard to both the Coast 
Guard and to Rep. Witman. 
The boater was towed to his 
dock on Cranes Creek. Time 
on call, 1 hour.

Smith Point Sea Rescue is 
a totally volunteer rescue unit 
which serves boaters from 
Ragged Point to the mouth 
of the Potomac River, south 
to the Rappahannock River 
and across to the Chesapeake 
Bay to the Eastern Shore. The 
organization receives no gov-
ernmental monetary support 
and depends solely on dona-
tions to fund its operations for 
the year. 

“We would like to thank 
Bob Nelson of Engineering 
Design Associates of Wicom-
ico Church for his donation of 
time and expertise in design-
ing our replacement boat-
house,” said Bullard.

Smith Point Sea Rescue can 
be reached on channel 16 or 
by calling 911. Rescue I and 
II are based on the Great Wic-
omico River and Rescue III is 
on Lodge Creek off the Yeo-
comico River.

Northumberland adopts
new comprehensive plan

by Madison White Franks

KINSALE—On November 
10, 32 Americans and spouses 
celebrated the 241st birthday 
of the United States Marine 
Corps at marine/proprietor Jay 
Genest’s Backdraft Restaurant 
in Kinsale. 

After welcoming remarks 
by retired USMC Col. James 
Hess, commandant of Marine 
Corps League Detachment 
1062, all stood for the Pledge 
of Allegiance, a singing of 
the Marine Corps Hymn, and 
a prayer for all Marines, past 
and present, who have served 
or are now serving through-

out the world, including those 
killed or missing in action, 
reported Kevin Maloy. 

Then followed the tradi-
tional reading of the 1921 
message by 19th Comman-
dant John A. Lejeune, read 
by Hess, and a message from 
Commandant of the Marine 
Corps Robert B. Neller, read 
by senior vice commandant 
Jonathan Balko.

After a noisy but delicious 
meal, supplemented by a vari-
ety of quaffs, Col. Hess cut the 
cake, home-made by Cindy 
Marston, and, per tradition, 

presented first and second 
pieces to the oldest and young-
est Marines present, Sam Frye, 
93, and Alex Zelaya, 24. 

 “All in all, the blend of 
solemn commemoration and 
joyous comradeship made for 
a wonderful gathering,” said 
Maloy. “OORAH!”

Marine Corps League Detachment 1062
holds 241st USMC birthday celebration

■ Blanket drive
The Interfaith Service Council recently launched its 

annual blanket drive to help neighbors in need stay warm this 
winter. Blankets are distributed free to eligible recipients in Nor-
thumberland and Lancaster counties.

Blankets, comforters or sheets in all sizes, new or gently used, 
may be delivered from 10 a.m. to noon on Mondays or Wednes-
days to the Interfaith Warehouse, 1086 Harris Drive, Kilmar-
nock, or call 435-6050.

■ Christmas trees 
The Northern Neck Rotary Club will conduct its annual 

Christmas tree sale at 63 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, begin-
ning November 25. The lot will be open from 2 to 5 p.m. Mon-
days through Fridays, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturdays and 1 to 
5:30 p.m. Sundays.

Frasier fir Christmas trees will be cut in North Carolina shortly 
prior to being shipped direct to the club. Appointment tree sales 
may be arranged at 435-4183. 

NEWS BREAK

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Marilyn ext. 11
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 “I just bought  
you the cutest little 

  economic stimulus  
for Christmas.”
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Support your area businesses this holiday season.

KILMARNOCK—Mem-
bers of the Lancaster County 
Chapter, United Daughters of 
the Confederacy, visited resi-
dents at Lancashire Convales-
cent and Rehabilitation Center 
on Veterans Day. 

As one of the key objectives 
of the organization, each year 
the chapter takes on something 
special to focus attention on the 
veterans in our area.  This year, 
the chapter decided to visit 
the residents of Lancashire on 
Nov. 11th.  

According to the chapter’s 
Support Our Veterans com-
mittee co-chairmen Jo Ann 
Fickling and Betty Penley, the 
focus was to be able to cel-
ebrate Veterans Day with all 
the residents and to especially 
thank the center’s veterans for 
their service to the country.

The chapter ladies were all 
decked out in red, white and 
blue with American flags, 
patriotic stickers and bal-
loons. Dr. Cheryl Brown Davis 
treated the residents by playing 
high energy patriotic tunes on 
the piano and within a couple 
of minutes residents and care-
takers alike were either singing 
along, waving their flags, tap-
ping their toes or clapping their 
hands.

Throughout the program, 
trivia facts were shared with 
the residents about how Veter-
ans Day got started in the U.S. 
and with a remarkable show of 
hands, residents acknowledged 
that even if they did not per-
sonally serve, they had family 
members that did or supported 
our military in some way as 
civilians.

It was inspiring to meet 
some of the center’s proud U.S. 
Air Force, Army and Navy vet-
erans and that the chapter will 
continue to look for ways make 
a difference in the lives of vet-
erans, said Fickling

The objectives of the UDC 
organization are histori-
cal, educational, benevolent, 
memorial and patriotic.  Mem-
bership is open to women ages 
16 and older who have a Con-
federate ancestor that served 
honorably in the Army, Navy 
or Civil Service of the Confed-
erate States of America, or pro-
vided material aid to the cause. 

If lineage cannot be estab-
lished, there is still an oppor-
tunity to join the Chapter and 
participate in the activities as 
an associate member. To join, 
call 453-9156. 

KILMARNOCK—Tyrell A. Nickens recently 
launched the 2016 Ty’s Friends Christmas Group 
and Fund campaign to spread Christmas cheer 
among the area’s mentally disabled, physically 
disabled and needy. 

Ty’s Friends serves his special friends, new-
born to senior citizens, male and female, said 
Nickens, 31, coordinator of the group he started 
at age 9.

“My special friends live at home alone or with 
family, or in adult homes, group homes, nurs-
ing homes and supervised housing programs,” 
he said. “Most of my special friends do not have 
anyone to give them gifts or share any good holi-
day cheer with them.”

The community-wide effort provides food, 
new clothing (all sizes), toys (all ages), holiday 
goodies, household items, gift certificates, gift 
cards and other holiday gifts items. All gifts must 
be new, added Nickens.

Gifts should be placed in gift bags or 
unwrapped, he added.

Ty’s Friends Group and Fund also accepts 
monetary donations of any amount which can 
be donated by mail, or deposited in person to the 
Ty’s Friends Fund at Union Bank & Trust, 284 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock.

The gifts will be distributed at the 22nd annual 
Ty’s Friends Christmas Party from 11:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m. December 21 at The Beacon Supper Club 
at the Pilot House Restaurant, 2737 Greys Point 
Road, Topping.

Ty’s Friends serves the 10 counties of the 
Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck. The vol-
unteer group is in need of individuals, busi-
nesses, clubs, churches and other organizations 
to donate, sponsor Ty’s Angels, and prepare food 
and volunteer for the party. 

“Please help me to continue to help the disabled 
and needy in our communities,” said Nickens.

KILMARNOCK—Tabbs 
Creek neighbors recently held 
an autumn party at the home 
of Agnes and Charlie Carter 
and brought non-perishable 
food items for the Northern 
Neck Food Bank (NNFB). 

They collected 35 bags of 

groceries and $102 in cash 
donations and delivered them 
to the NNFB food drive at 
Tri-Star Supermarket last 
weekend, reported Margie 
Redlin. 

NNFB employee Willie Bell 
loaded the groceries onto the 

truck. NNFB executive vice 
president and WIGO Country 
morning show host Ron Jef-
fries also participated in the 
food drive at the entrance of 
Tri Star, adding energized 
awareness to the annual food 
drive, said Redlin. 

RICHMOND—The Vir-
ginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) is thinking 
snow. It may be a few weeks 
before winter weather moves 
in but VDOT is prepared for 
its arrival with staffing, equip-
ment and materials already in 
place.

“Our crews prepare for 
winter weather throughout 
the year,” said VDOT Com-
missioner Charles Kilpat-
rick. “When snow arrives, 
crew members will have the 
resources needed to get the job 
done. They’re trained to handle 
the worst conditions and when 
snow arrives, they’ll work 
around the clock to keep Vir-
ginia moving.”

Snow removal resources:

million set aside for winter 
weather including $9.3 million 
for the Fredericksburg District.  

VDOT crew members in addi-
tion to contractors available for 
snow removal statewide.

pieces of snow-removal equip-
ment including trucks, load-
ers and motor graders. In the 
Fredericksburg District 169 
pieces of state equipment will 
be engaged in snow removal 
activities and 758 pieces of 
hired equipment. There also 
are 79 pieces of interstate 
equipment.

and treated abrasives and 1.6 
million gallons of liquid cal-
cium chloride and salt brine.

VDOT is exploring the use 
of:

increased visibility. LED head-
lights are being used in place 
of halogen lights on some 
plow trucks in the Lynchburg 
District. The lights also will 
be installed on trucks in some 
other parts of the state during 
the winter. They are mounted 
above the front fenders and are 
expected to increase visibility 
in snowy and foggy conditions. 

-
ers. If snow reaches two inches 
or more, VDOT activates an 
online neighborhood tracking 
map that monitors the status of 
plowing in the Northern Vir-
ginia district.

onto snow-removal trucks on 
a paved area called a mixing 
pad. Since that area is normally 
wet during the loading process, 
the runoff is directed either to 
impermeable ponds or under-
ground tanks. VDOT is reus-
ing some of this water from 
the ponds or tanks to produce 
brine, a solution of salt and 
water, to turn an environmen-
tal challenge–disposing of that 
runoff—into something useful.

From left are veterans Stephen Cummings, U.S. Air Force; Raymond Lewis, U.S. Army 
and Williard Hall, U.S. Navy, with wife, Ester Hall; (next row)  Carolyn Cook, Diane 
Raymond, Irene Walker, Betty Penley, Jo Ann Fickling and Dr. Cheryl Brown Davis.

UDC chapter honors veterans

Ty’s Friends launches 22nd
annual Christmas campaign

From left are Lloyd Redlin, Willie Bell, Jean Poole, Jim Deaver and Agnes Carter.

Neighbors donate to food driveVDOT is ready for winter
VDOT applies brine to roads 

in areas where feasible before 
winter storms. Brine can pre-
vent frozen precipitation from 
bonding to the pavement and it 
reduces the overall amount of 
salt used. Brine is also more 
environmentally friendly than 
salt.

Most salt facilities in 

VDOT’s Richmond Dis-
trict recycle this runoff into 
brine. The district used about 
400,000 gallons of brine last 
winter, most of which came 
from runoff processed from its 
holding ponds. 

RRecord.com
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In 1985, Ginny and Chet Bradley left the 
home Chet had built by himself in Darien, 

Conn., and moved to a home overlooking Bar-
rett’s Creek, a tributary of the Great Wicomico 
River, in Lee-Dale Shores, a suburb of Mila, a 
satellite of the greater metropolis of Wicomico 
Church. 

There they moved into a home that originally 
had been built by Corliss and Jo Stinnette. 
They liked the home as they found it, and in 
the quarter-century of their occupancy they 
did no significant remodeling. 

The same cannot be said for the yard. Their 
first move was to install a swimming pool 
between the house and the creek, and many 
years later to build a storage shed for the pool 
equipment. That pool became the social center 
of the neighborhood, as the Bradleys gener-
ously invited their friends to come for a swim. 
In that venue each of the B.E.s made his or her 
first encounter with the water, and learned to 
be a proficient swimmer, thanks to my Good 
Wife’s instruction.

The Stinnettes had planted over a thousand 
azaleas on the property, and the Bradleys 
began adding their own vegetative contribu-
tions. Ginny specialized in gladioli and chives. 
Each year she begged friends to come to take 

glads to give her more space to plant new 
ones. Truly, with her green thumb they became 
ubiquitous. I do not know the extent to which 
she cooked with the chives, but she surely 
grew them.

The attraction of the Northern Neck for the 
Bradleys was the proximity to the Chesapeake 
Bay, where they could sail, keeping their boat 
at their own deep water dock. They did not 
take long automobile trips, instead focusing 
their travel plans on voyages out into the bay. 

Domestically, Chet’s hobby carried over into 
his participation in nutshell races in the Great 
Wicomico. He understood the water, the wind 
and his boat so well that he won whenever he 

raced, or at least his landlubber friends thought 
that he did, but he was too modest to claim the 
victories himself. 

In all aspects of his life, Chet was a perfec-
tionist. He never hired a pool maintenance 
company, because he kept the pool to his own 
specifications. At times he would call to say 
not to swim on a particular day, as he was 
going to be treating the pool. The chemistry 
and science of its operation fascinated him.

Once when our family went to swim, both 
Ginny and Chet were in the pool. She said, 
“We’re taking a bath.” I replied that I knew 
what she meant as the stock market had been 
doing poorly that week. She said, “No, I 
mean literally a bath, as we have no water in 
the house, and are waiting for the plumber to 
come.” I realized then that she was not speak-
ing in a double entendre. 

In his early 80s Chet obtained a license to 
become a yacht salesman. He came to think 
of his boat at 36 feet as being too big for their 
use, and bought a smaller one of 24 feet. Sadly, 
Ginny’s health had begun to fail, as she started 
with the onset of Alzheimer’s disease, and the 
Bradley era at Lee-Dale came to a close with 
their move to a smaller house in Kilmarnock. 

For eight years in that venue, Chet was 

the full-time caregiver to Ginny. They had 
met working for Pitney-Bowes, the postage 
meter company, and married on August 1, 
1942, when she was 21 and he was 20. Chet 
remained in the business, retiring when they 
moved to Virginia. 

In April, Ginny died at the age of 94, after 
73 years of marriage. Chet remained in their 
home in Kilmarnock until a fall caused their 
children to move him to a care facility in 
Maryland, and there he died earlier this month. 
They were an extraordinary couple. In the 30 
years that I knew them, they were as blissfully 
happy as they could be, asking nothing more 
than to spend as much time together as pos-
sible and sharing themselves with all of their 
friends. They particularly liked going to the 
local school concerts. 

I often told them that they did not look as 
old as the number of years they had been mar-
ried, to which they always demurred, usually 
saying they “felt” them, which perhaps they 
did, but to others the joy they experienced in 
living kept them young.

Virginia Mercer Bradley, May 8, 1921 – 
April 11, 2016. R.I.P.

Chester Bradley, June 21, 1922 – November 
2, 2016. R.I.P.

He understood the water, the 
wind and his boat so well 
that he won whenever he 
raced, or at least his landlub-
ber friends thought that he 
did, but he was too modest 
to claim the victories himself.

Focal Point

Autumn brings a splash of color to Irvington.

Photo by Sara Amiss

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Thanksgiving is a time to count one’s 
blessings and a good time to give thanks 

for friends, neighbors or special groups who 
have made a difference in one’s life.

In this spirit, the Rappahannock Record 
will print, at no charge, “thank-you” letters 
from Lancaster and Northumberland resi-
dents and visitors in its Thanksgiving issue 
November 23.

The letters should be brief (150 words or 
less) and to the point, and include the letter 
writer’s name, community of residence and 
phone number. The phone number will not 
be published. 

If the Record receives more letters than it 
can publish, a sampling of the letters will be 
printed and others will be available online 
at RRecord.com.

Email "thanks giving" letters to editor@
rapprecord.com, fax them to 435-2632 or 

drop them off at the Record office at 27 
North Main Street in Kilmarnock.

The deadline for submitting letters is 
noon Friday, November 18.

Because Thanksgiving falls on a Thurs-
day, the Record will appear on Wednesday, 
November 23, and deadlines will be on 
Monday, November 21. The deadline for 
display ads is 10 a.m. and the deadline for 
classified ads and news is noon.

The Record office will be closed Thurs-
day and Friday, November 24 and 25, for 
the Thanksgiving holiday.

For the Christmas holidays, the Record 
will publish its f inal issue of the year on 
December 22 and be closed the following 
week. 

The deadline is December 14 for Letters 
to Santa and greetings from area merchants 
to appear in the December 22 issue.

‘Thanks giving’ letters 
are due by noon Friday

YOUR LETTERS

As I drive through my Kilmarnock neighborhood, I am deeply 
distressed to see signs reading, "Deplorable and proud of it."

How can people be "proud" of being racist? Of hating all 
Muslims? Of despising homosexuals and their civil and human 
rights? Of mocking people with disabilities? Viewing women as 
property or objects to be assaulted? Of being anti-semitic?

These are the sorts of behaviors one presidential candidate 
called "deplorable”—but she did not lump all her opponents in 
that basket; she very clearly differentiated this group from the 
others.

I can understand "we won—get over it" signs. I cannot wrap 
my mind around bragging about holding hatred as a positive 
value to be "proud of."

Mari Bonomi,
Kilmarnock

Get over it

In 2008 and 2012 millions of Americans were devastated to 
realize that Obama, with overt ties to radical communists and 
Islamists, possessing a sketchy background at best, and having 
absolutely no accomplishments to recommend him to the highest 
office in the world, was elected president.

Not once did riots or civil unrest break out.
Election Day 2016, after a year of watching Trump and his 

supporters attacked, belittled and relentlessly ridiculed, America 
swept Trump to victory.

Immediately following this tremendous upset, college cam-
puses across the country canceled classes and exams so students 
could ‘mourn.’ “Therapy” puppies were summoned, play-doh, 
coloring books and hot chocolate were provided to sooth these 
‘terrified,’ brainwashed, bed wetting, thumb sucking, overgrown 
brats.

True, Trump refused to commit himself to an “official” elec-
tion result until fully investigated, if necessary. This was based on 
voluminous evidence of massive voter fraud from coast to coast as 
well as Obama assuring illegals that they would not be prosecuted 
if they voted. Estimates show at least 3 million votes cast for Hill-
ary were by non-citizens. Electronic voting machines were vid-
eoed showing ballots switch from Trump to Hillary nationwide.

Additionally, Hillary cronies, caught on tape bragging about 
stealing elections for the Democrats for over 50 years, were 
proved to have logged into Obama’s White House hundreds of 
times.

George Soros is advertising on Craigslist in every major city 
offering to pay these triggered babies to riot, loot and pillage. 
Note the Democratic party of “tolerance" in action while they call 
Trump supporters “haters.”

Thank God, America has chosen the rule of law, rejecting 
deadly and dangerous corruption.

Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

Tolerance is lost

The National Education Association’s 95th annual American 
Education Week will be celebrated November 14 through 18, 
2016. This week presents all Americans with an opportunity to 
celebrate public education and honor individuals who are making 
a difference in ensuring every child receives a quality education. 

Our theme this year is “Great Public Schools: A Basic Right 
and Our Responsibility.” 

The Northumberland Education Association joins thousands 
of local education associations across this nation to honor the 
work of people who are educating the 50,000,000 students who 
attend public schools daily.

It is the Northumberland Education Association’s great joy 
to celebrate and honor the work of all the people who support 
public education daily in our community. Our custodians, cafete-
ria workers, bus drivers, secretaries, paraprofessionals, teachers 
and administrators all work together to make our public schools 
a place for learning so that every child can grow and achieve in 
the 21st century. 

Amy S. Lamb,  Heathsville, 
President, Northumberland 

Education Association

Great schools
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The celebration continues:
Missed our 100th year Open House on 
October 7? Our collection 
of memorabilia and old 
papers remains on display 
through December and 
may be viewed during 
office hours daily. 

Autumn was a long time 
coming, but it’s here now.

The leaves are finally turn-
ing from green to gold, orange 
and red. There’s a chill in the 
air and frost on the pumpkin 
some mornings. 

It’s sweater weather.
The Weather Channel says 

sweater weather is around 60 
degrees. 

They conducted a nation-
wide survey and determined 
that 59% of their respondents 
said they reach for a sweater 
when the temperatures is 
between 55 and 65 degrees.

I didn’t wait for the survey 
results. When the tempera-
ture dipped a week or so ago, 
I reached for a sweater and 
when the hawk’s a biting, I’ll 
grab a coat and scarf.

Meanwhile, the sweater vest 
is the garment of choice for 
the office. That leaves lots of 
freedom to navigate the key-
board. 

And when it comes to 
sleeves, don’t bind my wrists. 
I catch a lot of grief for cutting 
the cuffs off from the fashion 
police who don’t recognize a 
trendsetter in their presence. 

No one really can say for 
sure who invented the sweater.

However, it wasn’t J. Crew, 
L.L. Bean or Land’s End.

Some say the knitted 
sweater could have evolved as 
early as knitting—1000 CE.

It’s widely accepted, or 
debated:

knitted top.

among fishermen and sailors 
whose wives wanted to protect 
them from the cold. The natu-
ral wool retained its oils, pro-
viding a shield from the damp.

-
ity in the mid-1800s due in 
large part to James Thomas 
Brudenell, 7th Earl of Cardi-
gan, who outfitted his troops 
in knitted wool waistcoats.

from the early 1800s when 
athletes wore heavy wool 
garments to help them sweat 
excess weight.

Regardless, of its origin, 
everybody has a favorite 
sweater.

While some fashion con-
science folks opt for the latest 
style, colors, or designer label, 
I pick my sweaters for comfort 
and warmth.

And when it comes to 
warmth, there’s not a lot of 
magic to it. Sweaters are 
designed to hold body heat in 
by trapping a layer of warm 
air between the body and the 
clothing.

It’s like a blanket, only a 
pullover, v-neck, crew-neck, 
or cardigan, with or without 
sleeves, worn on the upper 
body.

Even the ugly ones keep you 
warm.
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BonSecoursBariatric.com

Just be yourself.

Isn’t that what 

they always say?

Doesn’t it sound so simple?

But for many people  

who struggle with their 

weight, sometimes it’s  

easier said than done.

Bon Secours Surgical Weight 

Loss Center offers proven 

methods for reducing and 

managing your weight in a 

practical and healthy way, 

along with a support program 

that will put you on the right 

track and help you stay there.

All provided by a  

team of specialists united  

by a single goal. 

Your goal. 

To just be 

yourself.

SURGICAL WEIGHT 
LOSS CENTER

At Bon Secours Surgical Weight 
Loss Center, we use a multidisciplinary 
team approach, which helps patients 

lose weight successfully. Research has 
shown that committed patients who 

have this type of team support before, 
during and after surgery have the 
greatest chance to achieve their 

weight loss goals.

Our goal is to help our patients 
with significant, permanent weight loss 

so that they can lead healthier, 
more active lives.

If you are interested in a surgical 
weight loss procedure for yourself 
or someone you care for, take our 

“Am I a Candidate?” online screening. 
It will help you understand who 

qualifies for a procedure.
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Do you remember?
This early 1950s photo shows a span of the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge being towed 
up the Rappahannock River. The Kilmarnock Museum is preparing a display of the bridge 
construction using many never-before seen photographs, reported president Carroll Lee 
Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the museum.

(Reprints from the Novem-
ber 18, 1926, issue of the Rap-
pahannock Record)

Local Mention
Mr. G. O. Howeth was in 

Fredericksburg and several 
other towns last week, confer-
ring with railroad men and 
officials relative to building 
a road through this neck. He 
may have something inter-
esting to tell you in the next 
issue.

The money-maker is the 
fellow who takes a little 
money and handles it to such 
advantage that he gets rich. 
Everybody aspires to be a 
money-maker, but the trouble 
with most folks is that they are 
in too big of a hurry. The first 
step is to become a money-
saver, which means spending 
less than you earn. As soon as 
you have accumulated some 
capital and some experience 
you can try your hand at 
money-making. FARMERS 
& MERCHANTS BANK 
& TRUST CO., KILMAR-
NOCK, Va.

Miss Fannie H. Robinson, 
District Secretary W. M. S. of 
the Methodist Church, will 
hold a public missionary meet-
ing in the Kilmarnock M. E. 
Church next Sunday night, 
November 21st. This meet-
ing will be of special interest. 
Public is cordially invited.

Mrs. Clara Cralle enter-
tained at dinner Wednesday 
Mrs. L. D. Cottingham, Mrs. 
N. B. Treakle, Mrs. George 
Sanders and Mrs. R. W. Chil-
ton.

Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Chase 
spent Friday afternoon with 
Mrs. James Rew.

Dr. William Dew and friend 
of Baltimore are spending the 
week in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. R. G. Dew.

Mrs. Albin Elmore is vis-
iting relatives in King and 
Queen.

Miss Gertie Bellows visited 
her sister, Mrs. W. H. Lowe, 
Monday.

Mrs. A. B. Acree and chil-
dren spent the week-end with 
relatives in King and Queen.

Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Kelley 
and children spent Sunday 
with Mr. and Mrs. Hudnall 
Rice.

Mr. and Mrs. Luther Rice of 
Reedville were pleasant call-
ers in the same home Sunday 
afternoon.

Drama and supper at Lan-
caster, Wednesday, November 
24. Supper served from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. See ad in this 
issue.

Thanksgiving sale with 
20 percent off ladies coats, 
dresses and hats now taking 
place at Sargents Department 
Store. See ad in this issue.

Public Auction at Gnatty 

YESTERYEAR
Point Farm (near Rehoboth 
Church) on Monday, Novem-
ber 22; if unfavorable weather 
next fair day. See ad for arti-
cles offered.

The Randolph-Macon Glee 
Club and Orchestra enter-
tained a large crowd in the 
local opera house last Thurs-
day evening. Proceeds were 
for the benefit of Kilmarnock 
High School.

The American Legion will 
give a dance in their hall here 
on Thursday night, December 
2.

Supper and bazaar in the 
school auditorium for benefit 
of Kilmarnock High School 
this evening at 5:00 o’clock.

C. W. Hubbard & Son, 
White Stone, advertises in this 
issue two 1926 Essex Coaches 
to be sold for unpaid notes.

All members of Lancaster 
Union Lodge are being urged 
to attend the special meet-
ing which will be held Friday 
(tomorrow) at which time 
several distinguished visitors 
in the masonic world be pres-
ent. Meeting will start at five 
o’clock and dinner will be 
served at five o’clock.

White Stone Theatre, 
November 19-20; Milton Sills 
and Viola Dana in “As Man 
Desires;” November 26-27, 
“Tramp, Tramp, Tramp,” a 
Harry Langdon special with 
Eugene O'Brien and Mae 
Bush.

Editor W. Y. Morgan of the 
Northern Neck News was a 
pleasant caller at the Record 
office Monday. He was in 
town with Mr. B. H. Baird, 
progressive insurance man of 
Warsaw, who was also a pleas-
ant caller at our office.

Millenbeck
 On Tuesday of last week, 

about noon, a terrific wind-
storm came up from the south, 
catching many of the oyster 
tongers on the public rocks 
and those in small boats had a 
very rough experience before 
reaching harbor; there were 
no casualties, we are glad 
to report.  Capt. George W. 
Webb, who had his large boat 
alongside of the wharf here 
unloading oysters from the 
Potomac, had his boat dam-
aged to the extent of about $50 
before he could move it away.

Clarence Haislop of Fred-
ericksburg is spending some 
time with his sons near here, 
Thomas and Frank Haislop.

Mrs. J. H. George is on an 
extended visit with her daugh-
ter, Miss Mary to Belle Haven, 
Va., and with her sister, Mrs. 
Mason at Harborton, Va.

Miss Kate C. George, Ber-
trand, has been visiting her 
sister, Mrs. James at Irvington, 
for several weeks.

Mrs. Edna Howard and two 

little daughters of Senora are 
visiting relatives and friends in 
Baltimore.

T. G. Foster was in Balti-
more last week on business.

T. D. Ficklin, Sr., is con-
fined to his room this week 
and under the care of Dr. C. T. 
Pierce; we hope that he may 
soon be out again

We were glad to see so 
many out to church last 
Sunday, and feel certain 
that all who were out were 
greatly helped by the able 
sermon preached by Rev. G. T. 
Schools.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

paper and 
online 

subscriptions 
435-1701

You are circulating at a cocktail party and 
see a small group that you would like to join. 
However, when you go up to them there is 
no recognition of your presence. How long 
should you wait until you move on?

Louise, White Stone

Dear Louise,
I am trying to think…when was the first time I 

realized, with some disappointment, that I might be 
invisible? I believe it was in grade school when, in 
the cafeteria line, the two girls on either side of me 
reached around my tray to pinkie swear to be best 
friends forever. Today, as I both witness and experi-
ence firsthand standing on the fringe and not being 
acknowledged, it still smarts a little. 

There is no guidance in the etiquette books as to 
how long we should endure. But because I think 
your concern is so important, I have conducted a 
trial in my home “Etiquette Lab!” 

I determined that, for me, it is a matter of how 
important I feel my inclusion is. If I am merely 
cruising and see the group is in deep conversa-

tion and apparently too engaged to include another 
person, I keep on going. If I just want to tap into 
whatever topic is under discussion by a group, 
I usually move on after about 20 seconds of non-
acknowledgement.

However, if there is a specific bit of information 
I think the group would be interested in, or which I 
would like the group to discuss, I will wait longer 
and attempt to catch the eye (in the figurative sense) 
of one of the “charter members.”

Finally, if what I have to say is time sensitive, I 
find it politely expedient to tap a person’s arm with 
an “Excuse me, but I believe your husband just left 
with the blonde in the red sequined dress.”

Thank you for your excellent question. I hope my 
response helps you enjoy the next cocktail party to 
the fullest. 

Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited to e-mail your man-
ners questions to her and she will respond as time 
and space allow. You may contact her at youarepo-
lite1@verizon.net and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP!   

The truth about your colonoscopy
We’ve all heard that having a colonoscopy is 

important, but many of us have questions about 
why, who, when and what will happen during the 
procedure. Today we’ll answer some of the most 
commonly asked questions about a colonoscopy.

Why do I need a colonoscopy? The procedure is 
performed to screen for colorectal cancer, which is 
cancer that occurs in the large intestine and rectum, 
and to diagnose the causes of unexplained changes 
in bowel habits, abdominal pain and weight loss.

The American Cancer Fund states that this year 
about 148,000 people in the U.S. will be diagnosed 
with colorectal cancer, and that the average person 
has a 1 in 20 chance of developing colorectal 
cancer during his or her life. Colorectal cancer is 
the second leading cause of cancer death.

Who needs a colonoscopy? Everyone. Although 
many people think of colorectal cancer as a dis-
ease that primarily affects men, the truth is that it 
is slightly more common in women. 

Screening should occur earlier and more fre-
quently for people with the following risk factors: 
a personal or family history of colorectal cancer, 
adenomatous polyps or chronic inflammatory 
bowel disease (Chrons disease or ulcerative coli-
tis); a lifestyle that includes smoking, alcohol use, 
being physically inactive, obesity, or eating a diet 

high in fat and low in fruits and vegetables. Afri-
can Americans are more likely than other racial or 
ethnic groups to get colorectal cancer.

At what age should routine colonoscopy begin? 
The Colon Cancer Foundation urges everyone to 
be screened at 50 years of age. Screening is rec-
ommended at age 45 for African Americans. 

What happens during a colonoscopy? For the 
procedure, you will lie on your left side on the 
examine table. You will most likely be given 
pain medication and a mild sedative to keep you 
comfortable and to help you relax during the 
exam. The physician will insert a long, flexible, 
lighted tube, called a colonoscope, into your 
rectum and slowly guide it into your colon. The 
scope transmits an image of the inside of your 
colon, so the physician can carefully examine 
the colon lining. 

If anything abnormal is seen in your colon, 
like a polyp or inflamed tissue, the physician can 
remove all or part of it using tiny instruments 
passed through the scope. That tissue (biopsy) is 
sent to the lab for testing.

The entire procedure takes only 30 to 60 min-
utes and the sedative and pain medicine should 
keep you from feeling much discomfort before 
and after the exam. You should anticipate full 
recovery by the next day.

Because You Are Polite
                               . . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

HealthLine
Content provided by Bon Secours Kilmarnock Surgical Associates

WEEKS TILL SANTA PAWS 
BUY YOUR CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR PICTURES!2

Santa Paws 
Coming Back to Town AGAIN!

HE’S BACK!

FREE PHOTOS!
Compliments of  

Yours Truly Photography

www.ChesapeakeBayConnection.com

Visit Santa Paws with Your Pet
Saturday, Dec. 3, 10am-3pm
for a FREE Christmas photo, perfect for 
your Christmas card list!
276 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock

Kilmarnock 
276 N. Main Street

804-436-9145

Burgess 
14824 Northumberland Hwy

804-453-5999 

REE PHOTOS!

The COLDWELL BANKER team needs your 
help supplying our local animal rescues and 
shelters by donating any of these  
NEW items for CATS or DOGS:

~ Leashes & Collars
~ Treats & Toys
~ Food (Canned or Bags)
~ Grooming Supplies

Drop off supplies at our Kilmarnock or Burgess 
office, Monday-Saturday, 9:00am-4:00pm 
through December 31
Thank you for your generous support!

Th
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DROP OFF
at Kilmarnock or
Burgess Office


