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WHITE STONE—White Stone 
Town Council may have hit a snag 
with funding for its downtown revi-
talization project, but its housing 
rehabilitation and public sewer proj-
ect is progressing. 

Town manager Patrick Frere 
broke the bad news to council at 
last Thursday’s meeting that Gov.
Terry McAuliffe announced more 
than $9.5 million in Department of 
Housing and Community Develop-
ment (DHCD) block grant funding 
September 2. Unfortunately, White 
Stone’s downtown revitalization 
project did not make the list of 13 
Virginia municipalities receiving 
grant money. 

“We were number 14,” said Frere. 
“Now the only good thing is that in 
the past three or four years, after 
the contracts are being negotiated, 
which is happening now, they come 
back and announce more grants. 
That usually happens between 
December and January.”

Frere added Jerry Davis, execu-
tive director of the Northern Neck 
Planning District Commission, 
thinks “it’s possible we will be 
funded without having to reapply.” 

There were three downtown revi-
talization projects among the grant 
recipients, including the Stanards-
ville Downtown Revitalization, 
Chilhowie Downtown Revitaliza-
tion and the Rural Retreat Down-
town projects. Some 19 proposals 
were submitted by localities, total-
ing more than $16.5 million in 
funding requests. Eleven projects 
received initial funding with two 
projects receiving a letter of intent. 

As a consequence of the lack of 
funding, town council voted, 3-1, 
following a closed session to release 
the town’s option to purchase the 
White Stone school building, 606 
Chesapeake Drive, White Stone. 

Councilman William Hubbard 
made the motion to release the 
option and notify the owners. Blair 
Kenyon seconded the motion. Hub-
bard, Kenyon and Drew Hubbard 
voted in favor, while councilman 
Irving Brittingham voted against. 
Kelli Blankenship, Paul Elbourn 

and Joe Sliakis were absent. 
The town earlier proposed buying 

the building for use as a com-
merce center contingent on grant 
and loan funding. White Stone had 
already received an obligation from 
the US Department of Agriculture 
for $400,000 in funding and was 
hoping for matching funds for reno-
vations with the DHCD Community 
Development Block Grant. The pur-
chase and renovation was part of 
the downtown revitalization grant 
application. 

The building was to house a 
visitor center, Meals on Wheels 
program and a Bay Transit office. 
Small business training programs to 
address job creation was also to be 
held there.

According to Frere, the option to 
buy the building would have expired 
before the next council meeting.

In a related matter, council moved 
forward with its housing rehabili-
tation and public sewer project by 
scheduling a meeting of the town’s 
management team at 5 p.m. Tues-
day, October 18, at Town Hall, 433 
Rappahannock Drive, White Stone. 
The meeting will focus on the hous-
ing project and the team will be 
tasked with developing criteria and 
a review process for the residential 
rehabilitation. 

Frere announced the sewer proj-
ect has gotten underway with sur-
veys and the town is now under a 
$693,707 grant contract with the 
Department of Environmental Qual-
ity. 

In other business, council voted 
unanimously to refund McLane 
Mid-Atlantic of North Carolina 
some $3,305 for duplicate rolls of 
cigarette tax stamps. Both McLane’s 
Carolina- and Fredericksburg-based 
factories both sent rolls to the store 
they supply in White Stone. 

The town’s cigarette tax ordinance 
does not address refund issues, so 
Frere recommended addressing the 
issues as needed. He said something 
like this is too rare of an issue to 
mandate changing the ordinance. 

Hubbard made the motion to send 
the company a refund with Kenyon 
making the second. The motion 
passed, 4-0. 

KILMARNOCK—Town officials, civic leaders and 
community members gathered October 5 to commemorate 
the groundbreaking for the $2.7 million Kilmarnock Town 
Centre Park at 150 North Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

Supervisors William Lee, Wally Beauchamp and Jason 
Bellows joined White Stone Mayor Randy Reeves,  mem-
bers of Kilmarnock town council, business leaders and resi-
dents for the kick-off.

“This is an investment in the community and building for 
our future. We’re confident the park will be a much loved 
and well-used part of this community,” said town manager 
Tom Saunders. “There will be something enjoyable here for 
everyone who visits and it will enhance the lives of all who 
come.”

Saunders thanked residents and business owners for sup-
porting the project “as something that is needed and desired.” 
But, he noted the park is not being built just for current resi-
dents. “We’re building it for the people yet to come, those 
who might be looking for a place to live or a new place to 
visit, shop and vacation. We’re building the park as an invest-
ment in the future of Kilmarnock and its surroundings, at the 
heart of Virginia’s River Realm.”

Virginia Secretary of Natural Resources Molly Joseph 
Ward noted she is also a member of the community, with 
a house in Weems. She presented Mayor Mae Umphlett 
signage designating the park as the Commonwealth’s “the 

newest Virginia Treasure.”
She noted Gov. Terry McAuliffe through The Virginia 

Treasures initiative hopes to identify, preserve, protect and 
highlight at least 1,000 Virginia Treasures, the Common-

White Stone downtown
revitalization hits a snag

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Rappahannock Record celebrates 100 years
From left, homeschoolers Matthew Bryant and Finely Barber learn about mailing labels from circulation manager 
Michelle Smith during the Rappahannock Record’s open house last Friday.  The Record is celebrating 100 years of 
continuous publication. The first issue appeared on October 4, 1916. More photo coverage appears on page B 4. 
Photo by Madison White Franks

Kilmarnock breaks ground on park

From left, the Honorable Molly Joseph Ward pitches the first scoop of dirt for the Kilmarnock Town Centre Park 
with council members Emerson Gravatt, Keith Butler, Rebecca Nunn, Mayor Mae Umphlett, Dr. Curtis Smith, 
Betsy Crowther and Michael Sutherland. Prior to the groundbreaking, The Rev. Peyton Waller, pastor of New St. 
John’s Baptist Church, asked God’s blessing for the park project.

by Audrey Thomasson

From left Virginia Secretary of Natural Resources 
Molly Joseph Ward presents a plaque to Mayor Mae 
Umphlett. The plaque designates the Kilmarnock 
Town Centre Park as the Commonwealth’s newest 
“Virginia Treasure.”

LANCASTER—Virginia Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recreation 
(DCR) officials recently held a public 
meeting at Belle Isle State Park to review 
the park’s master plan for future develop-
ment.

DCR’s park planner Bill Conkle indi-
cated the state requires that each park 
have a master plan and hold public meet-
ings before anything is done. It is also 
required that the master plan be updated 
every 10 years. 

“We have to have a master plan before 
we put a shovel in the ground,” said 
Conkle. 

The proposed developments for the 
park will extend some 20 years.

As presented, phase one items would 
include:

-
tation House, out buildings and historic 
landscape.

maintenance area.

Center, Day-use, Watch House and Bel 
Air Guest House sites.

existing boat ramp.

at the Visitor’s Center.

-
ground including four yurts/camping 
cabins with a bath house.

the picnic area.

at Youth Conservation Corps funhouse 
with water and electric.

trail with a bridge across the Mulberry 
Creek inlet.

Isle Plantation site. 
Phase two would include: 

pier in the day-use area.

tie-ups.
-

cent to the large boat ramp.

residences for overnight rentals.

150-200 people with a kitchen, confer-
ence room and comfort station. 

Phase three would include: 

interpretive programs.

Belle Isle State Park master plan
reviewed by officials and friends

by Madison White Franks

MASTER PLAN continued on page A2

GROUNDBREAKING, continued on page A2
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wealths most important ecologi-
cal, cultural, scenic and recre-
ational sites assets and special 
lands.

“This is a milestone in Kilmar-
nock’s history,” said Mayor 
Umphlett. “It is part of the revi-
talization of Steptoe’s District 
and will bring more people and 
kids to Kilmarnock.”

Lancaster by the Bay Cham-
ber of Commerce president 
Dennis Burchill noted the park, 
and related activities, will serve 
as a magnate bringing folks to 
Kilmarnock and the surrounding 
area who will likely visit local 
businesses.

Construction of the park is 
expected to take nine months. 
According to town planning 
director Marshall Sebra, when 
completed the park will provide 
plenty of onsite parking; a cov-
ered colonnade for events like 
produce and artisan markets; 
and a circular plaza will provide 
seating to relax or celebrate.

An outdoor amphitheater 
will be a central gathering place 
for musical and other kinds of 
entertainment, he said. Paved 
pathways will link features 
with a playground, splash pad 
and picnic area, as well as the 

town’s dog park, which will be 
relocated closer to Town Centre 
Drive. 

The groundbreaking fol-
lows some two years of citizen 
input, planning and design work, 
explained Saunders.

“A little over two years ago we 
started down the path that has 
led us to today. After consider-
ing over the years a number of 
uses for this open space Kilmar-
nock’s Town Council, led by 
its new mayor, Mae Umphlett, 
voted in the spring of 2014 to 
create a ‘People’s Park’ here that 
would serve the entire region,” 
said Saunders. 

He acknowledged the efforts 
of a citizen advisor group, 
input from those responding 
to a related survey, help from 
Community Planning Partners 
of Richmond who helped to 
formalize the initial study and 
develop the first concept plan.

He recognized Land Plan-
ning and Design Associates 
Inc. and the team of special-
ists they pulled together for the 
project, including Draper Aden 
Engineering, Guernsy Tingle 
Architects, Greening Urban, 
Cite Design and David A. Nice 
Builders.

and canoe storage at the car-top 
launch.

-
ing with water, electric, bath-
house, shelter, gravel road and 
parking.

-
ture/spray ground in the day-use 
area. 

Concerns were raised about 
prioritizing shoreline stabiliza-
tion. 

“I think that shoreline stabi-
lization is the most important 
concept in this master plan,” said 
Friends of Belle Isle member 
Robert Mason Jr. 

“Shoreline stabilization is 
probably the most critical,” said 
Friends member Gary Silverman. 

Silverman and Mason also 
suggested the proposed cabins 
should be properly placed to have 
water views.  

“It’s important that we keep 
the agricultural feel at the park,” 
added Mason. 

“We want to make sure that we 
are doing what the users want,” 
said park director Marceia Hol-
land. 

“Parks are needed in today’s 
society,” said district manager 
Ann Zahn. “Kids are needing 
to be outside and get away from 
their devices and parks can do 

that. Parks are a place for friends 
and family to reconnect with 
each other and they help relieve 
daily stress, they help us with fit-
ness, everyone should be walking 
10,000 steps a day and the best 
places to do that is a state park.” 

“We need to balance economi-
cal, historical and recreational 
goals,” said member Bob Fox. 

“Plans also need to detail 
capacity issues, standards, and 
design, it should also allow for 
group and individual experiences 
but retain a variety of habitat in 
park development,” said Friends 
member Terry Smith. 

DCR will consider comments 
made at the public meeting, and 
make modifications, if necessary, 
said Conkle. They will then pres-
ent the plan for recommended 
approval to the Virginia Board of 
Conservation and Recreation.

Following the meeting with 
the board, DCR will make the 
plan available to the General 
Assembly for 30 days to review, 
and if all goes well, it will then 
be presented to the director of 
the Department of Conservation 
and Recreation for adoption, said 
Conkle. 

All improvements or modifica-
tions to the park are contingent 
on the availability of funds. 

I wandered aimlessly through 
the darkened room, aware I 

had a task to do, but not know-
ing what it was. My fingers, 
layered with gloves, fumbled 
with the items on the desk 
and the clothes on the bed. 
Noises screamed in my ears. 
Voices, sirens, ringing phones. I 
jumped, startled, by the sudden 
bursts of sounds.

I was suffering from the 
symptoms of dementia.

The confusion, the onslaught 
of noises I wasn’t expecting, the 
loss of dexterity. It was over-
whelming and scary.  

I was one of dozens of people 
who recently experienced the 
Virtual Dementia Tour (VDT) at 
Kilmarnock’s Commonwealth 
Assisted Living. The train-
ing tool, the brainchild of P.K. 
Beville, M.S., was designed to 
enhance sensitivity and aware-
ness in caregivers of people 
with dementia. Beville is the 
founder and president of Second 
Wind Dreams and the inventor 
of VDT. 

Among those going through 
the training at Commonwealth 
Assisted Living were several 
responders with the Kilmarnock 
Volunteer Fire Department. 
Chief Roy Hall urges his vol-
unteers to take the tour. The 
exercise is offered by Common-
wealth at various times through-
out the year and as demand 
dictates, according to Jerry 
Lynn Daniels, regional director 
of resident programs. 

The tour is ideal for first 
responders, said Daniels, 
“because they are out in the 
county and are dealing with 
those folks that have cognitive 
issues.” 

Daniels was writing Alzheim-
er’s and dementia curriculum 
as an instructor in Florida 
when she first took the Virtual 
Dementia Tour. 

“I went home and balled like 
a baby,” she said. “I told my 
husband, here I am teaching 

people and I really didn’t know 
what it was like. Once you go 
through the tour, you have a 
deeper empathy and compas-
sion.”

Daniels was correct in that 
the tour promotes empathy and 
understanding. My grandfather 
suffered from Alzheimer’s and, 
sadly, the tour helped me realize 
what he may have gone through 
on a daily basis. 

The first step in the VDT was 
suiting up, which included plac-
ing prickly insoles in my shoes 
to mimic the pins and needles 
pain associated with neuropa-
thy, a condition often occurring 
in the elderly and diabetics. 
The tingly pain made me walk 
slower and shuffle along. 

Next I put on latex gloves, 
then a pair of oversized wool 
gloves to decrease my ability to 
easily pick up objects, mimick-
ing decreased dexterity often 
due to arthritis. 

I wore dark glasses with a 
pinhole opening to mimic the 
vision of someone with macular 
degeneration. 

Then, Daniels fit me with 
a headset. The earphones 
squawked with background 
noises of people talking, sirens, 

Groundbreaking
continued from page A1

Master plan
continued from page A1

Virtual Dementia Tour opens hearts
and minds to challenges faced by others

Jerry Lynn Daniels leads Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department Lt. Kevin Wilkins into the Virtual Dementia Tour. 
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

IRVINGTON—Irvington Town council will meet at 7:30 
p.m. tonight, October 13, at Town Hall, 27 Steamboat Road, 
Irvington.

Agenda items will include an update on town emergency ser-
vices by Dr. Robert Westbrook, discussion of formalizing job 
titles and responsibilities of town employees by town attorney 
Wes Charlton, and committee reports. 

Zoning administrator Bob Hardesty will report on side-
walk repairs, fencing of the oak tree in the North Commons 
and acquisition of a speed warning device. Other items on the 
agenda include a discussion of signage at the Citgo gas station, 
tree cutting on King Carter Drive and the historic district.

KILMARNOCK—Kilmarnock Town Council will meet at 
7 p.m. Monday, October 17, at Town Hall, 1 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock. 

Council will hold a public hearing to solicit public comment 
on proposed amendments to zoning ordinances regarding solar 
energy systems, breweries and distilleries. 

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of super-
visors will meet at 5 p.m. Thursday, October 13, at the Northum-
berland County Courts Building, 29 Judicial Place, Heathsville. 
Public hearings will begin at 7 p.m.

Hearings will address applications from: 

a 24-foot by 83-foot by 24-foot boathouse adjacent to a proposed 
pier for Sea Rescue purposes. The property is on Cockrell’s 
Creek at 53 Edwards Lane, Reedville. 

single-family dwellings on a light industrial property on Harry 
Hogan Road, Callao.  

The board also is expected vote on an application from Roger 
and Elizabeth Gruben to erect a 100-foot wind turbine at Apple 
Grove Road and Cobbs Hall Lane, Kilmarnock. A related public 
hearing was held in September.

The Agenda
Local Government News

television static and phones 
ringing. The sound was constant 
and loud. 

She led me into a room and 
stood in front of me, mouth-
ing directions. Her voice was 
inaudible and I couldn’t read 
her lips, so when she walked 
out, I stood there dazed. I had 
no idea what to do for the next 
five minutes, so I felt my way 
around the bedroom. There was 
paper and envelopes on a desk, 
so I assumed I was supposed to 
write a letter. There were dishes 
and silverware on a table, so I 
assumed I was supposed to lay 
out a place setting. There were 
clothes and linens strewn on the 
bed, I assumed I was supposed 
to fold them and put them away. 

All the while, unknown to 
me, I was being observed. 
Apparently, in frustration, I said 
a few curse words and continu-
ously talked to myself.

Commonwealth encourages 
its caregivers to take the tour. It 
offers a window into the world 
of its residents. The assisted 
living facility also offers 
the tour to family members 
and caregivers of those with 
dementia. It’s usually offered 
in Kilmarnock several times a 
year, said Daniels. 

Commonwealth, which has 
22 communities statewide, has 
had over 1,100 people take the 
tour in the last 13 months. Only 
a million people internationally 
have been through the dementia 
tour, according to Bernie Cavis, 
Commonwealth’s vice president 
of resident programs. 

From start to finish the tour 
takes about 20 minutes, includ-
ing a post-tour evaluation. It’s 
20 minutes of feeling alone and 
somewhat helpless. For those 
taking the VDT, the feelings are 
finite. For those with dementia, 
the feelings are part of their 
daily life. 
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Rappahannock General  |  Bon Secours Medical Group

bonsecours.com/richmond

You are a miracle.

Your heart. 

Your mind. 

Your soul. 

Each part, perfectly, 

UNIQUELY… 

you.

At Bon Secours, 

we know something 

about miracles. 

They can happen at 

the beginning or 

at the end. 

When your faith is strong. 

And even when your  

faith is tested. 

Miracles of science.  

Miracles of skill.  

And of compassion.  

Some are easy to explain. 

Some will never be.

But, where hearts 

and minds are open — 

and where mission and 

passion are united — 

miracles can happen. 

Miracles like 

you.
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Shop  at the Tides 
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WHITE STONE

Participants for Shoptober 2016
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Bayside Animal Hospital is excited to announce 
Heather Boden, D.V.M., MS 

as the new manager and veterinarian of the hospital.
Along with the long-term fabulous staff, Dr. Boden will be offering full  
veterinary services including maintenance and wellness care, as well as  

full medical and surgical services for your pets.
Please call for an appointment or just stop by to welcome Dr. Boden!

Bayside Animal Hospital

Bayside Pet Emporium

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
vice president Jim Bullard 
reported crews in September 
responded to the following calls 
for assistance:

September 5: At 4 p.m., the 
Northumberland sheriff’s office 
received a call from the captain of 
a 25-foot Wellcraft cabin cruiser 
who was broken down 2 miles 
north of buoy R2 in the Chesa-
peake Bay.

Rescue I was dispatched from 
Reedville with a crew of three. On 
finding the boat, the crew deter-
mined that the captain had run out 
of oil. The crew provided 1 gallon 
of 2 cycle oil and the captain 
was able to restart his engine and 
motor into Ingram Bay Marina. 
Time on call, 1.5 hours

September 11: At 3:30 
p.m., a resident called the sher-
iff’s office and the Coast Guard 
to report that a small sailboat had 
overturned in Ingram Bay and 
the captain was in the water and 
unable to right his boat. 

Rescue I and Rescue II 
responded and found the boat 
near buoy B-3. (see photo above).  
The crew of Rescue II pulled 
the sailor, who was wearing a 
life jacket, out of the water. The 
crew of Rescue I was able to 
right the flooded sailboat, secure 
it alongside and slowly motor it 
to the owner’s slip at Ingram Bay 
Marina. Time on call, 1.5 hours

Lancaster County Sheriff Patrick 
McCranie this week reported misdemeanor 
charges against three  individuals.

A Buzzard Neck Road man, 22, was 
charged October 2 with carrying a concealed 
weapon-first offense.

A Thrasher Court man, 25, was charged 
October 3 with contempt of court.  

A Heathsville man, 19, was charged Octo-
ber 6 with failing to appear on a misdemeanor 
charge.
Activity report

October 1: Staff responded to domestic 
disturbances at the 300 block of Twin Branch 
Road, and the 100 block of Cherry Hill Road 
for a domestic disturbance.

October 2: Staff responded to the 600 
block of Pinkardsville Road for a possible 
burglary, and to the 100 block of Campbell 
Road for a suspicious person.

October 3: Staff responded to the 100 
block of Kathy Drive for a suspicious person, 
to the 4500 block of Black Stump Road for a 
reported scam and theft of funds, to Little Bay 
Road for a traffic hazard caused by a disabled 
truck, to Corottoman Drive for a suspicious 
vehicle, to the 100 block of Chestnut Grove 
Lane to assist emergency medical services 
with an injury from an altercation, to the 100 
block of First Street for a domestic distur-
bance, and  to the 3700 block of Weems Road 
for a suspicious vehicle near a church.

October 4: Staff responded to Oak Hill 

Road for speeding vehicles, and to the 100 
block of Irvington Road for a trespasser.

October 5: Staff responded Oak Hill 
Road for the report of speeding vehicles and 
reckless driving.

October 6:  Staff responded to the 8600 
block of Mary Ball Road to assist EMS with 
a woman in labor; responded the 100 block 
of Jones Drive to investigate the reported 
theft of jewelry; responded to the 1300 block 
of Oakhill for the report of a trespasser; 
responded to the area of Black Stump Road 
for a man walking in the middle of the road 
and refusing to move; responded to the 300 
block of Cow Shed Road to investigate a 
report of vandalism to a vehicle; responded to 
the 100 block of Gaskins Road for a report of 
a domestic assault with injury; responded to 
the area of Taylors Creek Road for the report 
of a suspicious vehicle.

October 7: Staff responded to the 3700 
block of Merry Point Road to investigate van-
dalism to a vehicle, to the 400 block of Lan-
caster Creek Drive to investigate vandalism of 
a construction site, to the 100 block of Peake 
Road for an altercation in progress, to Beach 
Road for a suspicious person, to the 100 block 
of Turner Lane for a trespasser, and to the 100 
block of Thrasher Court for a domestic dis-
turbance.

October 8: Staff responded to the 3900 
block of Merry Point Road for trespassing, to 
Mary Ball and River roads for a two-vehicle 

traffic crash, to the 400 block of Cedar Pointe 
Drive to investigate the theft of handgun and 
cell phone (both items were found by the 
deputy responding to this call), to the 3700 
block of Windmill Point Road for the viola-
tion of a protective order, and to the 800 block 
of Weems Road for a single-vehicle traffic 
crash.

October 9: Staff responded to the 5800 
block of Windmill Point Road for weather 
related tree debris in the highway, to the 
3200 block of Irvington Road for a domes-
tic assault, to the 100 block of Greenwood 
Court for a fight in progress, to the 1800 
block of Mosquito Point Road for loud 
music and underage drinking, and to the 
1100 block of Carlson Road for a domestic 
disturbance.

Staff also conducted 28 traffic stops, issued 
two summonses, assisted seven motorists, 
investigated six building alarms, logged three 
inmate transports, received 15 E911 hang-up 
calls and fielded nine calls for animal control 
service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to a fire/smoke alarm on 
Good Luck Road.

The Upper Lancaster VFD responded to a 
traffic crash on Mary Ball and River roads.

The White Stone VFD responded to a traf-
fic crash on Weems Road and a fire/smoke 
alarm on King Carter Drive.

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE REPORT

Smith Point Sea Rescue crews respond to a capsized sailboat 
in Ingram Bay.

September 24: At 1:45 p.m., 
the sheriff received a call from the 
friend of a boater. The boater had 
reported to his friend that he was 
broken down and taking water 
over the side in rough seas in the 
Potomac River near Sandy Point. 

Rescue III was dispatched 
from Olverson’s Marina and 
searched a wide area off Sandy 
Point without finding the boat. 
Someone on the boat called a 
friend who is a member of the 
Cople Volunteer Fire Department 
and provided a better descrip-
tion of their location—off Judith 
Sound. Several members of the 
fire department launched their 

own boat and towed the small 
skiff into Kinsale. Rescue III 
intercepted the two boats as they 
entered the Yeocomico River and 
determined that everyone was 
safe.  This could have ended trag-
ically, the captain was unaware 
of his location and was in a boat 
that was too small to be out in 
the Potomac River where bad 
weather can appear quickly. Time 
on call, 1 hour

September 26: At 1:30 p.m., 
the captain of a 22-foot sailboat 
called the sheriff to report he had 
lost his anchor and his rudder and 
was washing ashore at Hughlett 
Point.

Knowing this would be a shal-
low water rescue both Rescue I 
and Rescue II were scrambled. 
The crews found the sailboat up on 
the beach and the captain ashore. 
Rescue II, the shallow water skiff, 
landed on the beach and attached a 
tow line, taking the other end back 
out to Rescue I waiting in deep 
water. Rescue I had the power to 
pull the sailboat off the beach and 
into deep water, and to tow it into 
Jennings Boatyard for repairs. 
Time on call, 2 hours

At 3:35 p.m., as Rescue I was 
returning from the rescue above, 
the sheriff called to report a 
16-foot skiff was broken down in 
the Little Wicomico River. 

Rescue I motored around 
Smith Point and into the Little 
Wicomico and found a small 
fishing boat with engine failure. 
The boat was towed to the own-
er’s dock on Bridgeneck Creek. 
Time on call, 2 hours

September 28: At 4:15 p.m., 
Lewisetta Marina received a call 
from the captain of a 33-foot 
Hunter sailboat who was in 
trouble in very rough seas in the 
Potomac River. The captain was 
attempting to sail from Mon-
tross, down the Potomac River 
and into the Coan River.  As he 
approached Lewisetta, he was hit 
by a storm with heavy headwinds 
and 4-foot waves. His mainsail 
jammed leaving him with only a 

jib and his engine was no match 
for the wind on his bow. 

The crew of Rescue III called 
him and requested that he come 
about and put the wind on his 
stern, promising to meet him 
as he was blown back up the 
Potomac. Rescue III met him 
near the mouth of the Yeocomico 

and was able to tow him into calm 
waters and to Olverson’s Marina 
for repairs. Time on call, 1 hour

Smith Point Sea Rescue can 
be reached on channel 16 or by 
calling 911. Rescue I and II are 
based on the Great Wicomico 
River and Rescue III is on Lodge 
Creek off the Yeocomico River.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

■ Bridge inspections
The annual inspection of the 

Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge will continue through 
October 28. Motorists are 
restricted to one lane on the 
bridge from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Mondays through Fridays. A 
pilot car leads traffic across the 
bridge one lane at a time. Traffic 
is stopped at the bridge approach 
until the pilot car returns. 

Motorists should expect sig-
nificant delays at the bridge. 

■ Fall 50/50
The Mary Ball Washington 

Museum & Library, 8346 Mary 
Ball Road, Lancaster, is conduct-
ing a 50/50 raffle in conjunction 
with its ‘Shuckin’ and Jivin’ on 
the Green oyster roast Novem-
ber 12. The goal is to sell $2,000 
worth of tickets, providing a  
$1,000 cash prize and $1,000 for 
the museum.

Tickets are $5 each or $20 for 
five. Tickets may be purchased 
at www.mkt.com/maryball, the 
museum office, or 462-7280.

■ River clean up
The Northern Neck Soil & 

Water Conservation District 
(NNSWCD), in partnership 
with Friends of the Rappahan-
nock (FOR) will hold a fall river 
clean up from 2 to 4 p.m. Octo-
ber 23. The clean up will be held 
at Jones Creek Public Landing 
on the Rappahannock River at 
the end of Jones Creek Road in 
Newland. 

Drinks and snacks, sunscreen, 
and gloves will be provided. 
Bring protective hats and wear 
shoes that can get wet. Registra-
tion is required, contact Kathy 
Clarke at kathy.clarke@nnswcd.
org, or 313-9102, x 101, by 
October 21.

■ Water testing
Virginia Cooperative Exten-

sion will offer well water test-
ing for iron, sodium, fluoride, 
coliform bacteria, manganese, 
copper, pH, E. coli, sulfate, 
nitrate, total dissolved solids, 
lead, hardness and arsenic. The 
fee is $52. Participants must 
attend an informational session.

The session will be held at 
5 p.m. October 17 at the Nor-
thumberland Public Library, 
7204 Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville, and October 18 at the 
County Administration Building, 
8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster. 
Preregistration is required. In 
Northumberland, call 580-5694; 
in Lancaster, call 462-5780.

NEWS BREAK

■ Children First
The Middle Peninsula North-

ern Neck Community Services 
Board Prevention Services Divi-
sion offers Children First, a 
4-hour co-parenting education 
program designed to promote 
positive and healthy communica-
tion for families experiencing the 
challenges of transition through 
separation and/or divorce. 

This program is offered from 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on first 
Thursdays at the Prevention 
Services Division Office, 3786 
George Washington Memo-
rial Highway, Hayes. The fee is 
$50 per person. Payment must 
be received seven days prior the 
schedule class. To register, call 
642-5402. 

■ Parenting program
The Middle Peninsula North-

ern Neck Community Services 
Board Prevention Services Divi-
sion offers on-going Nurturing 
Parenting courses. Pre-registra-
tion is required. The fee is $20 for 
a handbook and $20 per person, 

■ Prevent suicide
Walk for a New Day will 

be held from 10 a.m. to noon 
November 12 at Main Street 
Center in Gloucester. A $5 dona-
tion per person will benefit area 
suicide prevention awareness ini-
tiatives. Register at rvuc.com, or 
642-5402.

Donations will be accepted 
at the event, sponsored by the 
Middle Peninsula Northern Neck 
Community Services Board 
Prevention Services Division in 
partnership with the Coalition 
for Healthy Virginia Communi-
ties’ Regional Suicide Prevention 
Task Force.

per session. To register, visit rvuc.
com, or call 642-5402.

Courses are offered from 6 to 
8 p.m. Tuesdays at the Gloucester 
Counseling Center, 9228 George 
Washington Memorial Highway, 
Gloucester, and Mondays at the 
Warsaw Counseling Center, 414 
Main Street, Warsaw. 

Submit news items to 
editor@rappprecord.com
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Proudly Sponsored by

Invisible Fence Brand of Richmond

National Feral Cat Day is Sunday, October 16th. Please 
treat our Community Cats humanely. Winter is coming!

All proceeds from the show go towards spay and neuter 
programs and other needs of animals

More Information call AWL - (804) 435 0822

                 THIS SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15TH 
                    Event tickets go on sale from 10 30am  
                               $4.00 per event - per pet 

Irvington Village Commons on King Carter Drive 
CONTESTS   

 Puppy Love, Best Beggar, Biggest Lap Dog, Golden Oldies,  
A Mug Only a Mother Could Love, Mighty Mites,  
Musical Sit, Best Tail Wagging, Prettiest Eyes,  

Clever Canine Tricks, Best Rescue, Mini Me, Best Pet Costume 
Enjoy sandwiches made by Terrie’s Place,  

hot dogs, soft drinks & AWL home-baked sweets 
Nail Trimming by Top Dog Pet Grooming (by donation) 
 AWL Pet Boutique - quality new and used pet products 

Silent Auction - great Christmas gifts to bid on:  
Indian Creek Golf & Country Club golf foursome,  

Tides Inn golf foursome, new Coach clutch, art glass, jewelry, 
Rittenhouse Salon gift certificate, Farm & Home gift basket, 

Walmart gift certificate, hand made quilts & more 
Terrance McGregor, Chief of Emergency Services, will give a  

talk about the Pet Evacuation plan for the County - 12pm  
Come see their trailer of emergency supplies for community pets  

Lancaster County police will present their newly trained  
sniffer dog in a demonstration that you will not want to miss! 

        Admission is free - donations welcome 
                 

ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE OF THE NORTHERN NECK 

DOG GONE DOG SH0W

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

PRESENTING…

Adventure Travel

804-436-9200     877-436-9200
“Come join us we’re going places”

Saturday
February 4, 2017

2:00 PM
Ferguson Center 

for the Arts
$110.00 Non-Refundable – Due at Booking

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Will be CLOSED for Fall Break
October 13-28th

We will Re-Open October 29th
with Wonderful  

Fall & Holiday Arrivals

15170 Northumberland Hwy (Rt 360) 
Burgess, VA

Thursday, Friday & Saturday
10:00am-5:00pm | 804-453-4553

CLARAVILLE—Months 
of infighting among Northum-
berland school board members 
and the community’s personal 
attacks on members during 
public comments were sus-
pended at Monday night’s board 
meeting—for about 90 minutes.

The temporary truce occurred 
at the beginning of the meeting 
when teacher Stacey Lee part-
nered with school media special-
ist Dale Harter and called on all 
parties to learn to get along and 
be respectful.

“My words are led by God,” 
said Lee, who was Region III’s 
teacher of the year for 2015. The 
board “was elected to do a job. 
Let them. We need to come back 
to the kids.” 

Lee and Harter played a video 
of black and white students 
working together respectfully 
in the schools. They called on 
the board and parents to do the 
same.

“Sometimes a kid needs a 
kind word,” said Harter. “It’s the 
same in the community. We need 
to work together.”

“I want to thank Stacey Lee,” 

said District 3 member Gerald 
Howard. “It is well timed, well 
needed.”

He then went on to explain 
that he speaks out when he is 
“caught in a position that you let 
someone say something that is 
not true.” 

He agreed that Northumber-
land schools are on course to be 
excellent with good students and 
teachers. “But somehow we got 
off track. 

“The biggest problem is keep-
ing out the negative parents,” 
said Howard. “People who have 
no idea what you’re doing—
how they can come along and 
criticize what you are doing. 
I applaud Stacey Lee for her 
comments. I’m going to support 
what’s right and stand up against 
what’s wrong.”

District 1 member Dana 
O’Bier thanked Lee and Harter 
for being a “voice for our chil-
dren. We don’t always get along. 
Mr. Howard and I are more alike 
than we admit,” said O’Bier. 
“We’re both an open book and 
we speak our minds.”

During public comments at 
the end of the meeting, Rev. 
Tyron Williams objected to 

O’Bier being allowed to vote 
on the motion that resulted in 
reimbursement of her legal fees 
against a petition to remove her 
from office. Quoting school 
policy, he said she could not vote 
if she had a personal interest.

“We discussed it with the 
board attorney and he said what 
we did was right,” said vice 
chairman Betty Christopher, 
who chaired the meeting in the 
absence of District 2 member 
Dean Sumner.

However, tensions returned 
when parent Steve Berman sug-
gested the incident with O’Bier 
occurred because superintendent 
Dr. Rebecca Gates did not do her 
job. 

“I’m reassured to see the 
board approve reimbursement 
of Mrs. O’Bier’s legal fees. It 
wouldn’t be needed if Dr. Gates 
had heeded and responded to 
Mrs. O’Bier’s concerns.” He 
suggested the nearly $5,500 
reimbursement should not be 
paid by taxpayers, but that it be 
deducted from Gates’ salary “for 
not doing her job.”

Howard immediately repri-
manded Berman. “You come 
back every month with the 

same complaints. You talk about 
everyone else’s record, but we 
never hear about your record. 
You want us to base our deci-
sions on what you say. I didn’t 
agree so I didn’t vote to reim-
burse her fees.”

The meeting then erupted 
into a shouting match between 
Howard and parents in the gal-
lery, despite Christopher’s 
repeated attempts to stop the 
exchange.

C L A R AV I L L E — T h e r e 
is mixed news on discipline 
for Northumberland schools 
according to director of 
achievement gap initiative 
Michael Ransome. 

At Monday night’s school 
board meeting, Ransome 
reported on discipline at 
each of the three schools for 
the 2015-16 school year and 
during the first month of the 
current school year. 

“We’re doing very good so 
far,” said Ransome. “We do 
have very fine students in the 
county.”

In a comparison with simi-
larly sized school districts, 
Ransome reported the state’s 
annual report for last term 
revealed the suspension rate at 
Northumberland Elementary 
School (NES) ranked among 
the lowest at 2%, while the 
middle school was near the 
top at 19% and the high school 
ranked in the middle at 16%.

For the period of September 
6 through October 5,  among 
620 students at NES, there 
were 37 discipline referrals 
with five resulting in suspen-
sions. Infractions on the school 
buses accounted for 12 refer-
rals, while the others were 
evenly spread between inap-
propriate language, disrespect, 
theft, class disruption, defi-
ance, assault and disruptive 

demonstrations.
The middle school, with 236 

students, reported 10 refer-
rals including one suspension. 
There were four infractions on 
buses, four for classroom dis-
ruption and one each for disre-
spect and defiance. 

The high school reported 
16 referrals with two suspen-
sions for a school population 
of 444 students. There were 
nine infractions for classroom/
campus disruption and one 
each for inappropriate lan-
guage, disrespect, assault and 
battery, theft and behavior on 
the bus.

Ransome said this is the 
first year the district will be 
reporting on discipline to the 
school board on a month-to-
month basis, so he could not do 
comparison’s with last year’s 
monthly numbers. 

However, he noted a fact 
most parents understand first 
hand. “Defiance is the number 
one reason for discipline prob-
lems,” he said.

The Code of Virginia 
requires school districts to 
compile and report annually on 
discipline, crime and violence 
that occur on school property, 
school buses or at school-spon-
sored activities. District annual 
reports are available from the 
Virginia Department of Edu-
cation at doe.virginia.gov, 
under Safe School Information 
Resource. 

Walk for Water is
expected to raise $30,000

Hurricane Matthew did not stop some people from attending 
the Walk for Water event Saturday at Grace Episcopal Church 
in Kilmarnock. “We are well on our way to exceeding our goal 
of $30,000 this year but anyone who wants to contribute still 
can for the immeasurable good,” said Glenn Cockrell. Above, 
Chesapeake Academy’s Hillary Smith, Vince Brann and 
Kimberly Dynia arrive at the Chesapeake Boat Basin to get 
their buckets filled by Langdon Taylor to make the trek back 
to Grace Episcopal. Proceeds support Water Mission efforts 
to put water filtration systems in the most needy places 
worldwide. To support the mission with a donation, make 
checks payable to Water Mission and mail to Glenn Cockrell, 
P.O. Box 125, Irvington VA 22480. Photo by Madison White Franks 

Northumberland schools 
present discipline report

by Audrey Thomasson

Civility returns to school board proceedings—almost
by Audrey Thomasson
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Crossing pens
I shouldn’t be writing this 

letter. The grass needs mowing.
But I can’t resist crossing pens 

with the local NAACP president 
when he says puzzling things.

In a recent letter, I took the 
president to task over his con-
cerns about Trump’s tax returns 
and over his belief that the 
Supreme Court must be “ideo-

Just another 
Trumpism 

I assume the latest “Trump-
ism” regarding the release of a 
tape from 11 years ago startles 
and upsets almost everyone, as 
well it should.

The Democrats and the media 
have, as usual, had apoplexy 
about the content of Mr. Trump’s 
language regarding the treatment 
of women as well as the fear he 
would use his power of office to 
perpetrate sexual encounters. I 
don’t believe anyone condones 
what Mr. Trump said, but keep 
in mind the tape was recorded 11 
years ago when Mr. Trump was 
not the president nor was he the 
holder of any political position at 
the time.

Now let’s really look at the 
meat of the subject. The language 
recorded in the Trump tape talks 
about actions, but no woman is 
named nor have any actions been 
proven to have taken place as a 
result of the tape.

Shall we look a few years in 
the past? 

There were two past demo-
crat presidents who allegedly 
had sexual encounters while 
in office. Both L.B.J. and J.F.K 
were known to be womanizers 
while holding the office of presi-
dent. Let’s not forget the worst 
offender was President Clin-
ton who reportedly had sexual 
encounters in the Oval Office 
which resulted in him being 
impeached.

Enjoyed the 
supplement

Being a come here and 
living in the Northern Neck 
for the past 13 years, I so 
enjoyed reading the “100 years 
of the Rappahannock Record” 
and enjoyed all of the history 
that was provided.

I enjoyed reading of all the 
stories and about all the people 
that made the Record in good 
times as well as the difficult 
years.

 I have read John Wilson’s 
book, Virginia’s Northern 
Neck, and the stories taken 
from his accounts of the infor-
mative history added depth 
to the overall production of 
the 100 years of the Record. 
To this day, I look forward to 
reading Henry Hull’s stories of 
the people and history of the 
Northern Neck. 

 Rappahannock Record staff, 
you all make me proud of being 
a come here Northern Necker.

Tony Sica, 
Wicomico Church

Follow good
conscience on
Election Day

The big question in the big race 
comes down to the value of good 
character. 

Everyone has flaws, of 
course, and presidents are not 
exempt. Bill Clinton’s most well-
known flaw is quite memorable; 
George W.’s flaws may have 
gotten us into a war—yet we can 
easily find things to admire in 
these men.  

I’m sure that John McCain and 
Mitt Romney, whom I believe to 
be men of honor and integrity, in 
their reflective moments would 
probably admit to having flaws 
that they have to contend with. 
Most readers could say the same 
thing, as could President Obama, 
who is an exemplary individual.    

Good character is extremely 
important in a leader, and con-
servatives have focused on the 
supposed character flaws of the 
Democratic candidate. Perhaps 

Vote responsibly
As Christians, we hear from 

the pulpit to “let in the aliens” and 
care for the ‘sojourner’ among us. 

The Bible uses four words 
to differentiate kinds of aliens. 
Some are strangers, visitors or 
migrants and some are aliens 
who do not want to assimilate or 
obey our laws. We need to be as 
careful as Israel, whether ancient 
or modern, and to profile and use 
some discretion between kinds of 
aliens. Scripture uses four words 
meaning stranger, migrant, guest 
and hostile.

Because we hear the candi-
dates completely different ideas 
concerning securing our borders, 
building a wall and extreme vet-
ting, or, opening our borders to 
everyone, I want to explain vet-
ting and how we do it. Vetting 
encompasses a lot of different 
things including physical, mental, 
ideology and just plain accuracy.  

When we are dealing with 
established people and their gov-
ernments, we still make mistakes. 
Some individuals who are vetted 
end up with problems in health 
issues, in ideology, in lawful or 
acceptable behavior once they 
arrive. With displaced people 
or hostile governments, vetting 
is reduced to taking the word of 
the refugee and hope they are not 
good liars.

Imagine letting in 100,000 
(under Obama) Syrian refugees, 
almost entirely Muslim, who 
have been somehow ‘vetted’ —
and increasing that to 550,000 
under Hillary. The FBI just 
admitted that 7,712 terrorists 
were “encountered” in our coun-
try last year. 

Few individuals are comparable to the late 
Fred Ajootian in their commitment to be 

of service to the people and environment of 
the Northern Neck. For almost 40 years he 
was a steadfast proponent of both conser-
vation and enjoyment of the waters of our 
creeks, rivers and the Chesapeake Bay.

Last week his multitudinous service to the 
causes he espoused was recognized when the 
boat ramp at Windmill Point was dedicated to 
his memory.

Fred came to the Northern Neck in the 
early 1970s from his native Brooklyn, N.Y. 
He and his wife, Marguerite, purchased 
property in downtown Ocran, and there he 
built a traditional home, doing all of the 
construction himself. Next to the house he 
built a boat building and repair facility, thus 
the beginning of the Ocran Boat Shop, which 
he operated until shortly before his death in 
2010. Each November the shop was the site 
of the Ajootians’ stupendous oyster roasts, a 
tradition later carried on after Marguerite and 
Fred by the Booth family.

The oyster roasts pulled together a wide 
spectrum of the community, with everyone 
enjoying the oysters and finishing off the eve-
nings with Marguerite’s homemade pumpkin 
pies. Fred encouraged all of the guests to 

walk around the shop, looking at his equip-
ment, asking him questions, and seeing 
his current projects, or admiring some of 
Marguerite’s exquisite watercolors that they 
would bring out from the house.

Among his many machines he had mas-
sive planers with which he could transform a 
piece of rough lumber into smooth planking 
for the deck of a boat. He delighted speak-
ing about what his machines could do, but 
he was too modest to express the reality of 
what he could do with them. On one visit he 
presented the two B.E.s with model deadrises 
that he had fashioned for them, one with a 
square stern and the other with a round one.

Fred, as his surname indicates, was of 
Armenian descent, and growing up in Brook-

lyn he profited from the educational oppor-
tunities that New York offered. He graduated 
from Pratt Institute, one of the finest techni-
cal schools in America, and earned a second 
degree from Brown University, where he 
mastered liberal arts, a facility that was as 
much as part of his life as was the machinery 
that he operated.

Over the years on several occasions Fred 
delighted capacity audiences with his book 
reviews at the Lancaster Community Library 
as part of the former Books and Coffee 
monthly programs that were founded by the 
late Mitchell Graybard. He liked taking on 
complex books that he could parse out to 
the attendees, discussing every aspect from 
literary style to accuracy of information pro-
vided. He clearly thrived on such events.

Public service was also vital to Fred. 
For many years he served on the Lancaster 
County Wetlands Board. In that capacity he 
strongly opposed Tulloch Ditching, a process 
whereby wetlands were drained through deep 
ditches, in order to make the land buildable. 
Such practices were anathema to Fred, and 
he vociferously opposed them in whatever 
venue they were being discussed.

Marguerite and Fred took their vacations 
at home, each year raising a magnificent 

garden, and taking short trips on their boat 
out into the Chesapeake Bay, finding a nice 
spot to anchor, and then dining on one of 
Marguerite’s delicious concoctions. At home 
they built a large pond, and were fascinated 
by the wildlife it attracted. They lived a 
quality life in every respect. Fred was a 
great proponent of home gardening, being 
a first-class locavore before the word came 
into popular usage. He especially liked 
home grown carrots, insisting that they 
tasted totally different from ones from the 
grocery store.

Both Fred and Marguerite underwent seri-
ous heart operations, the results of which 
slowed neither of them from their myriad 
pursuits. Fred later developed a malignancy 
that slowly took his life, but right up until 
the end he forcefully and eloquently articu-
lated his positions on the subjects dear to 
his heart.

He loved nature and saw it always in 
harmony with man’s ability to use it produc-
tively and correctly. In many ways he was 
a giant among us. Now by naming the boat 
ramp in his honor, the Lancaster County 
Board of Supervisors has given the commu-
nity an abiding memory of this wonderful 
public servant.

 

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

He liked taking on complex 
books that he could parse out 
to the attendees, discussing 
every aspect from literary 
style to accuracy of informa-
tion provided.

Rivah Time on Mosquito Point

Focal Point

Photo by Garnett Fisher

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS
 Could your household sus-

tain itself for long if 100 extra 
“aliens” moved in? Would you 
run out of resources fairly soon? 
What if one of those 100 was 
hostile and wanted to kill you? 
What if the aliens claimed honor 
killing or female genital mutila-
tion was ‘their right’ while they 
lived in your home?

We Christians are not sup-
posed to check our brains at the 
door, but to think carefully and be 
responsible Christians and citi-
zens when we vote.

Laurel Taylor,
Kilmarnock

some of their accusations will 
be validated. On the other hand, 
only the blindest of partisans 
will try to equate the character 
flaws of Hillary Clinton with the 
toxic waste dump that is Donald 
Trump. There is no need to repeat 
the list of Trump’s defects, the 
latest manifestation of which 
Paul Ryan has found “sicken-
ing.” Can you imagine that such 
a person could “make America 
great again”? Good grief!

Character has conse-
quences. With Trump as presi-
dent we should be prepared for 
the sneers and distrust of our 
allies and the malevolent amuse-
ment of our enemies—until 
something bad happened. 

Conservatives might feel jus-
tified in voting against whatever 
it is they think of as “social-
ism.” But before they can vote 
that way, they must first put the 
criteria of good character behind 
them, and be prepared to endure 
the penalties of having a certified 
low-life as leader of the country.

I hope the majority of the coun-
try is not so desperate, and that all 
voters will let good conscience be 
their guide.

Earl Simpson,
Wake

logically balanced.”
In his reply, the president 

agreed that, for him, Trump’s 
tax returns are irrelevant. Which 
raises the embarrassing question 
of why the president raised the 
issue in the first place. If it’s not 
relevant for the president, why 
should it be relevant for the rest 
of us? Confusing, isn’t it?

Also in his reply, the presi-
dent completely dropped the 
“Supreme Court ideological bal-
ance” issue. No mention at all. 
It simply vanished. Poof. Maybe 
because it’s indefensible?

Also in his reply, the president 
made a most curious charge, 
namely, that I have some sort of 
“secret affiliation” that, if known, 
would explain why I have so 
often challenged and distorted 
the president’s views on various 
subjects, not limited to the two 
mentioned above. 

A “secret affiliation.” The 
president did not explain what he 
meant by those words and, so, we 
are left to guess his exact mean-
ing. Sounds sinister, though, 
doesn’t it? Since Halloween is 
coming, maybe I’ll dress up as a 
“secret affiliation” and scare the 
wits out of my neighbors.

More seriously, the “secret 
affiliation” issue raises the ques-
tion of whether it is logically 
proper to respond to an argument 
by attaching a person’s origins or, 
in this context, a person’s affilia-
tions, rather than the merits of the 
argument itself. It is not proper. 
Indeed, it is a fallacy, usually 
known as the “genetic fallacy.” I 
thought the president would like 
to know this. 

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

None of this bodes well for 
our country or the people in 
political office, but it’s funny 
how the Democrats conveniently 
overlook indiscretions commit-
ted by their fellow Democrats, 
yet seem to be incensed and out-
raged when a similar action by a 
Republican happens.

 Bob Norman,
 Lancaster  

Submit letters to
editor@rapprecord.com

On Election Day, Novem-
ber 8, ballots nationwide will 
include the presidential elec-
tions. Also in Virginia, the 
ballot will include two pro-
posed constitutional amend-
ment questions. In the First 
District, voters also will elect 
a member to the U.S. House of 
Representatives.

Letters endorsing candidates 
for election and those address-
ing the proposed constitutional 
amendments  will be published 
in the Rappahannock Record 
as space allows through the 
October 27 issue.

No election letters will be 
published November 3, the 
Thursday before the election.

Letters should contain the 
name of the writer, place of 
residence and phone number 
for verification, or clarification, 
even when emailing the letter. 
Phone numbers will not be pub-
lished but are required in case 
the writer needs to be contacted.

Letters should be concise and 
to the point. Keep letters to less 
than 300 words. All letters are 
subject to editing. No more than 
two letters from the same writer 
will be published. Letters from 

the same writer are not pub-
lished in consecutive issues.

In the event multiple letters 
contain the same or similar 
message, they may not all run. 
Letters obviously part of a let-
ter-writing campaign or those 
obviously abstracted from a 
blog or other internet site will 
not be published.

No attacks on a candidate’s 
personal life will be published. 
Statements that are obviously 
false, rumors and hearsay will 
not be published. Writers are 
reminded it is a misdemeanor 
in Virginia to knowingly 
submit false information for 
publication in a newspaper.

Letters from candidates 
will not be published prior to 
November 3, and then only if 
there is a demonstrated need 
to respond to a specific error 
mentioned in a prior letter. 
Thank you letters will not be 
published.

Letters may be submitted 
in person at 27 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock; by mail 
at  Rappahannock Record, P.O. 
Box 400, Kilmarnock, 22482; 
or by email, editor@rappre-
cord.com.

Campaign letters will be 
published through Oct. 27

Letters policy
Letters on current 
events and other 

topics of community 
interest are welcome. 
Please observe the fol-

lowing guidelines:
Do:

-
sible. Keep letters to 
300 words or less.

include your address 
and phone number 
for verification, or 
clarification, even when 
emailing the letter.
Do not:

matters.

private businesses.

thank you letters, mali-
cious letters, promo-
tional letters, anony-
mous letters, or letters 
addressed to someone 
else.

one letter in two con-
secutive weeks.

All letters are subject 
to editing for length, 
clarity, or potentially 
libelous statements.
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CLINICAL HYPNOSIS

All Day Breakfast & Lunch 
Deli  Beer  Wine  Catering

Tuesday-Saturday 9am-6pm

Starting in November: 
Dinner on Fridays 

Happy Hour Specials on Drinks & Appetizers ~ Fridays 6-9pm
Winter Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday & Saturday 11am-6pm; Friday 11am-9pm
804-577-5516

114 School Street  Kilmarnock, VA
www.chesapeakebaychipcompany.com

804-693-4645

New Local 
Expert

Dr. Steven Hospodar brings 
nine years of orthopedic and 
sports medicine expertise to 
the Middle Peninsula. Join us in 
welcoming our newest 
expert to our community 
and our growing 
orthopedic team. 

Orthopedics

riversideonline.com/ortho

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS 

&
Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

Advertise in the
November/ 

December Rivah!
On newsstands  
October 27 

LAST ISSUE OF THE YEAR!

Advertising Deadline: 
October 14

Call the Rappahannock Record 

at 435-1701 
for more information!

FROM THE POTOMAC RIVER

TO THE YORK RIVER

A Free Guide 
TO THE NORTHERN NECK 
AND MIDDLE PENINSULA

Do you remember?
This 1955 photo shows the Bank of Lancaster, now American 
Standard, at Main Street and Waverly Avenue in Kilmarnock. 
Bank officers at the time were president Collin Chilton, vice 
president R.O. Norris Jr., cashier Neil Sprigg, and assistant 
cashiers E.J. Webb, W.A. Haislip and Adele K. Spriggs, said 
Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you 
remember?” is a public service of the museum.

The Lancaster County 
NAACP will meet at 7 p.m., 
Tuesday, October 18, at Lan-
caster Community Library, 16 
Town Centre Drive, Kilmar-
nock. 

The agenda will include a 
post Freedom Fund Banquet 
report, a finance report and a 
report from church liaisons on 
the registration activities.

The nominating commit-
tee also will present a slate 
of officers, reported president 
Lloyd Hill. Additional nomi-
nations will be taken from the 
floor.

The Lancaster County Republican Committee will meet at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, October 18, at Chesapeake Bank Training Center, 
51 School Street, Kilmarnock.

Campaign signs will be available for distribution at the meet-
ing, said chairman Sue Clingan.

Other committee business will include discussion about vol-
unteering at the polls on election day, and setting up arrange-
ments for rides to the polls for those without transportation, said 
Clingan.

(Reprints from the October 
14, 1926, issue of the Rappah-
annock Record)
Antipoison

Mr. and Mrs. Chas Yerby 
have returned home from a 
delightful trip up in New York 
and other states.

Mrs. T. J. Dix is spending 
some time with Mr. and Mrs. 
Luther Efford. 

Mr. Carrolll Yerby is spend-
ing his vacation here with his 
mother, Mrs. Carrie Yerby.

Glad to report Mr. B. B. Lee 
getting along nicely, and is able 
to be out walking around.

Mr. and Mrs. L. L. Harper, 
Mr. and Mrs. M. R. Harper and 
Miss Katherine Jones spent 
Sunday afternoon with Mr. 
and Mrs. Gilbert White of Fox-
wells. 

Mr. Charles Davis spent 
Sunday with his family here.

Mr. and Mrs. B. B. Lee spent 
Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. G. 
L. Lee and family.

Mr. Eddie Davis was a caller 
of  J. V. Brent on Sunday after-
noon.
Ottoman

We are glad to see Mrs. 
Bruce Cottingham out again, 
after being indisposed for sev-
eral days. Little Edith Harvey 
Cottingham has also been sick, 
but is better now.

Mrs. W. F. Monson of Fred-
ericksburg is visiting her par-

YESTERYEAR Lancaster Republicans
to  distribute campaign 
signs at Oct. 18 meeting

NAACP will meet Oct. 19
The officer election will be 

held at the November meeting, 
Hill said. All branch members 
must be paid up to vote in the 
officer election. 

Fall fertilization can be the 
key to a healthy spring.

When the leaves start to 
fall, the interest and care for 
trees often times falls as well. 
The fact of the matter is fall is 
the ideal time to fertilize your 
trees. Roots will continue to 
grow until the ground tempera-
ture falls below 35 degrees.

I am often asked questions 
about how and why someone 
should fertilize their trees and 
shrubs. The answers may vary 
depending on the situation.

Trees develop where their 
leaves or needles fall to the 
ground and are broken down 
into the food that the trees need 
to survive. In most settings, the 
leaves are removed when they 
fall and the tree has turf under 
it. The turf has fine roots that 
are very competitive for nutri-
ents and water, and with turf 
being at the top of the soil, 
receive both first. Also, when 
pests or diseases have invaded 
the plant, the overall vigor and 
health can decrease. Both of 
these situations warrant a fall 
fertilization. 

To fertilize a tree, we need to 
know what the nutrient makeup 
is at your location, so a soil 
sample analysis should first 
be done. Then a specially for-
mulated fertilizer can be pro-
vided so all of the basic nutri-
ents needed for proper root, 
shoot and foliar development 
are included. The fertilizer is 
injected directly into the soil 
within the drip line of the tree 
to maximize effectiveness. So 
don’t let your interests fall with 
the leaves.

If you have questions about 
this article, or other tree-
related issues, contact your 
local Bartlett representative, 
Brandon Frazier at bfrazier@
bartlett.com, 393-9987.

Brandon Frazier

Arborist 
Corner

by Brandon Frazier,
arborist representative

ents, Mr. and Mrs. T. D. Lewis.
Miss Hannah Davis has been 

suffering with an attack of ton-
sillitis.

Friends of Mrs. Steuart and 
Miss Louise Steuart are glad to 
know they were not seriously 
hurt in the accident last Sunday 
morning. Mrs. Steuart was 
forced to her bed for several 
days and Miss Steuart received 
several severe bruises, but was 
able to be at her post at school 
Monday morning.

The School League met at 
the school building Monday 
night, plans were made for 
the drama and supper, which 
they are expecting to have here 
soon. The ladies meet here 
again Wednesday to complete 
the plans.
Foxwell

We are glad to know Mr. C. 
H. George, who cut his foot 
very badly last Friday week, is 
getting along nicely.

Rev. Mr. Carroll preached 
a fine sermon here at Asburry 
Sunday evening. Mr. Carroll 
will leave shortly for confer-
ence; we hope he may be back 
with us in a few weeks.

Mr. George Beane of Wic-
omico spent Sunday night with 
Capt. and Mrs. B. A. Cross-
dale.

The ladies of Maple Grove 
Church are preparing for a big 
supper Thanksgiving night, 
and it is rumored that it might 
be a turkey supper; and also on 
Halloween night they will pres-
ent a play entitled, “The Anti-
Gossip Club,” and a panto-
mime will follow immediately 
after the play.

Mr. P. G. Lawson came 
home last Saturday, he being 
very sick again, and is still sick 
at this writing.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washiton Museum and 
Library)

Submit news items to 
editor@rappprecord.com

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13
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www.CommonwealthAL.com

Move in by  
October 31 and  

Receive $500 off of  
First Month’s Rent! 

Remember Last Winter?

It’s the cold, hard truth – winter is right  
around the corner.

If you’ve had enough of worrying about your loved one’s 
high heating bills, shoveling snow, slipping on ice and 

trying to get out in bad weather for groceries or doctors’ 
appointments, think about encouraging them to visit a 

Commonwealth Assisted Living community.

Here they’ll enjoy the privacy of their own suite, as well 
as an abundance of services and amenities that make life 
fun, enjoyable and, most of all, worry-free for the whole 

family. From delightful dining and complimentary 
transportation to a full social calendar and  

maintenance-free living, this is the lifestyle they deserve.

Farnham | 804-410-4713

Kilmarnock | 804-208-0299

 Or visit us at: 

www.deedavidandco.com

We Specialize 

in Remodeling

Kitchens, Bathrooms, 

Laundry Rooms, 

Outdoor Kitchens 

and more!

Call to schedule 
an in-home consultation

or to visit the Studio in Lottsburg.
–804-724-0829–

info@deedavidandco.com

KILMARNOCK—Wor-
shipful Ralph Henry Ransone 
recently received his 70-year 
Masonic Veteran Award from 
worshipful William Benjamin 
Hubbard, most worshipful 
George Bernard Dungan Jr., 
right worshipful Ted Russell 
George and right worshipful 
Linwood Ray Spears.

Brother Ransone is a 
member of Lancaster Union 
Masonic Lodge #88, Kilmar-
nock, reported Spears. He also 
is a member of ACCA Shrine 
Temple, Richmond, the North-
ern Neck Shrine Club, West-
moreland Royal Arch Chapter 
#41, and the Richmond Valley 
of the Scottish Rite. 

The Ransone family also 
attended the awards cer-
emony.

Ransone receives Masonic Veteran Award
From left are (front row) Ralph and Margaret Ransone; (next row) Rannie, Theresa, Mal, Anna, 
Drew and Maggie Ransone.

From left are Ralph Henry Ransone, William Benjamin 
Hubbard, George Bernard Dungan Jr., Ted Russell George and 
Linwood Ray Spears.

R E E DV I L L E — C h e s a -
peake Bay Garden Club began 
recently began the fall season 
with a pot-luck luncheon and 
plant swap. 

Members brought their 
“over-exuberant” plants and 
seeds to talk about and then 
share, reported Debbie Boze.

President Sharon Lemke 
also presented Virginia Fed-
eration of Garden Club Life 
Membership pins to Jan Ball 
and Mary Frazer, both of Reed-
ville.  Absent but also receiv-
ing pins this year are Sharon 
Jachimski and Anne Haynie, 
both of Reedville. 

This pin honors the recipient 
and provides scholarships for 
college or university students, 
said Boze.

New member, Pat McMur-
ray of Hague was introduced.

Floral design winners were 
Lemke, blue and best in show; 
Jerry Jenkins, blue; Patsy 
Sylvia, blue; Kathie Trux-
all, blue; Lorraine VanWick-
ler, blue; Joan Clements, red; 
Carol Cole, red; and Rebecca 
Elston, red. 

Horticulture winners were 
Bobby Brogden, blue and best 
in show; Lemke, blue; Helen 
Bell, 4 blue, 4 red; VanWickler, 
4 blue, 4 red, yellow; Sylvia, 
blue; Cole, 2 blue, red; Elston, 
4 blue, 2 red; Barbara Yinger, 
blue, red; Darleen Nelson, red; 
Judy Abenes, blue.

Judges were members of the 
garden club plus Jenny Boy-
enga of the Rappahannock 
Garden Club, Kilmarnock.

Orders are being received 
for holiday wreaths and table 
top trees, made annually by 
members using fresh greens. 
Contact any garden club 
member to place an order or 
visit chesbaygc.org. This fund-
raiser helps finance community 
projects.

Meetings are held at noon 
fourth Tuesdays at Festi-
val Halle, Reedville. The 
theme for the October 25 
meeting will be “Influences 
on the 18th Century Floral 
Designs” with presenter 
Sally Harrison, a member of 
the River Road Garden Club 
and the Richmond Designers 
Guild in Richmond. Guests 
are welcome.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Northern Neck of Virginia 
Historical Society recently 
named Bluff Point Community 
League the winner of the 2016 
John Paul Hanbury Award.   

In 2012, the society launched 
the John Paul Hanbury Award, 
recognizing outstanding resto-
ration, rehabilitation or renova-
tion within the past five years 
of a property of architectural 
and/or historical interest in the 
six counties of Virginia’s his-
toric Northern Neck. 

Bluff Point Community 
League was recognized for 
the preservation and renova-
tion of Bluff Point Graded 
School at the October 5 soci-
ety meeting at Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club, 
reported league secretary 
Barbara Kauneckas.

 The actual award is a plaque 
that was mounted outside the 
school adjacent to a National 
Historical Plaque. League and 
society members attended the 
unveiling, said Kauneckas.    

KILMARNOCK—Northern 
Neck Rotary Club president 
Bob Mullen recently announced 
the club’s annual Christmas tree 
sale will be held at a new loca-
tion this year.

The new site will be at 63 
North Main Street at Cralle 
Court. The move is necessitated 
by the desire of the business 
operated on the former site to 
operate a Christmas tree lot.

“We wish to remind our loyal 
customers that the Rotary sales 
proceeds will be used to fur-
ther the Northern Neck Rotary 
Club’s programs and is not for 
profit,” said Mullen.

Some past projects supported 
by the Christmas tree sales 
include Polio Plus—World 
Health Organization and the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foun-
dation; Philippine assistance; 
water, sanitary and Typhoon 

disaster relief through a sister 
club there;  an orphanage 
in South Africa for children 
whose families are victims of 
the HIV/AIDS epidemic; and 
super storm Sandy and Haiti 
earthquake shelter project. Last 
year’s sales enabled the club to 
provide $3,000 relief support to 
those affected by the Tappahan-
nock tornado, said Mullen.

The Frasier fur Christmas 
trees will be very fresh, full, 
excellent quality trees, having 
been cut in North Carolina 
shortly prior to being shipped 
direct to the club, he said. 
Trees will arrive the day before 
Thanksgiving and the sale will 
begin the day after, on Novem-
ber 25.  

The lot will be open from 
2 to 5 p.m. Mondays through 
Fridays, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Saturdays and 1 to 5:30 p.m. 

From left are Bluff Point Community League president Pete 
Kauneckas, Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society 
Hanbury Award committee chairman Charles Sydnor and 
president Bill Elliott. Photo courtesy of David Mower

Handbury Award presented to 
Bluff Point Community League
for historic preservation efforts

Garden club 
launches fall 
season with
a plant swap

Northern Neck Rotary Club’s Christmas 
tree sale is moving two blocks north  

Sundays.
Project chairman Brandon 

Frazier suggests that shoppers 
get their trees early as there 
are a limited number and have 
sold out in two weeks or less 
in the past. The club also will 
offer wreaths in variety of sizes 
as well as pine and Frasier fur 
roping.  

Santa is expected to visit the 
lot during the season, however, 
the time and date of his visit is 
still a secret. Children will be 
invited to visit with Santa and 
receive a free photo courtesy of 
the Bank of Lancaster. 

Appointment tree sales may 
be arranged by calling 435-
4183. 

Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Support Groups meet from 
4:30 to 6 p.m. on first Mondays at Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury, 132 Lancaster Drive,  Irvington; from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. on second Thursdays at Abilities Abound, 765 Northumber-
land Highway, Callao; and from 10:30 a.m. to noon on fourth 
Thursdays at Commonwealth Assisted Living, 460 South Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

The groups encourage caregivers to maintain their own per-
sonal, physical and emotional health, as well as optimally care 
for the person with dementia. Contact the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion Middle Peninsula/Northern Neck office at 695-9382.

Area Alzheimer’s caregiver 
support groups meet monthly 


