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INSIDE:

Fans at last Wednesday night’s 
Lancaster versus Northumber-
land varsity boys basketball game 
weren’t concerned with the snow 
that had started falling at halftime 
and covering the roads. Almost 
all stayed in their seats for fear 
of missing a minute of the action 
unfolding on the court. 

The Indians cut a seven-point 
Lancaster advantage to two, then 
took a one-point lead before Darrin 
Doggett put the Red Devils ahead 
for good with under a minute to 
play for a 56-53 LHS win that put 
the Devils in first place in the dis-
trict with a 12-2 overall record. 

Lancaster took a five-point lead 
in the first quarter with seven 
points from leading scorer Doggett 
and traded shots with the Indians 
in the second to go up at the half, 
40-33.

Northumberland opened the third 
with a 5-0 run that included a steal 
and foul on Ahmad Muhammad 
who sank both free throws to cut 
Lancaster’s lead to two. 

Doggett came up with a steal and 
shot to open up a 6-2 run before 
Northumberland put up six unan-
swered to cut the lead back to one. 
Zy Harcum sank one of two at the 
line to tie the game at 48-48 with 
2:54 to play and the Indians took 
their f irst lead since the opening 
minutes, 50-48, on two free throws 
by Muhammad with two minutes to 
go. 

The two teams traded shots and 
leads until Doggett came up with a 
steal and shot with under a minute 
to go for a 54-53 LHS lead. Nor-
thumberland missed on a shot with 
10 seconds left and Lancaster came 
up with the ball after a scramble 
under the goal to call a time out. 
James Coleman was fouled on the 
inbounds and sank two free throws 
to put the Devils ahead by three 
with two seconds left. Northumber-
land’s shot from half court at the 
buzzer missed. 

The game was laden with turn-
overs with almost 60 total. 

Doggett led all scorers with 22 
points and LHS had three double-
digit scorers including Coleman 
with 12 and R. Henderson with 10. 

Muhammad led the Indians 
with 18 points, including half of 
Northumberland’s 20 in a high-
scoring fourth quarter. DayQuan 
Blue added 10 and RayQuawn Ball 
scored nine. 

The Devils missed two games 
this week, one against Rappahan-
nock and another against Washing-
ton & Lee because of snow. Colo-
nial Beach is scheduled to visit 
Lancaster tomorrow, January 29, 
and the Devils will have a rematch 
against the Indians at Northumber-
land High School Tuesday, Febru-
ary 2. 
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Red Devils down Indians, 56-53

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

A late game surge fell short for Lancaster last Tuesday as Northumberland 
rode an early lead to a 48-44 win in varsity girls basketball. 

The Lady Indians took a four-point lead to end the first quarter and out-
scored the visitors by another three in the second to hold a 28-21 lead at the 
half. Northumberland got four points from Emya Seldon in a 14-9 third quar-
ter run that put the Lady Indians in front by 12 points, 42-30. 

Lancaster rallied for 14 points in the fourth, including eight from Aloni 
Scott and a three-pointer from Zyhkeia Bullock. The Lady Devils held NHS to 
six points, all from Rajaa Shabazz in a 14-6 fourth-quarter run.  

Hall scored 17 points to lead Northumberland and Shabazz finished with 13 
points. D. Bayse finished with 11. 

Scott led all scorers with 21 points and was the only double-digit scorer for 
the Lady Devils. Bullock finished with eight. 

Lancaster will travel to Colonial Beach tomorrow, January 29, and will get 
a rematch with the Lady Indians Tuesday, February 2 before a home crowd at 
LHS. 

In junior varsity girls basket-
ball last Tuesday, Zaire Jackson led 
the Lady Indians with 17 points as 
Northumberland edged Lancaster, 
36-33. 

After playing to a 9-9 tie in the first 
quarter, Northumberland outscored 
Lancaster, 14-10, in the second 
quarter with nine points from Jack-
son and another three from Breanna 
Davis to take a 23-19 lead at the half. 

The Lady Devils went on an 11-5 
run in the third with five points from 

Kashya Johnson and a three-pointer 
from Demetria Carter to take a 30-28 
lead into the fourth. But NHS kept 
Lancaster scoreless from the floor in 
the fourth and held the Lady Devils 
to three free throws by Johnson while 
the Indians put up an 8-3 run for the 
win. Jonea Noel scored four points 
in the fourth for the Lady Indians to 
help keep them in front. 

Davis scored eight points for NHS 
and Noel added seven.  

Johnson finished with 15 points to 
lead Lancaster, and Harmony Taylor 
added nine. 

Lancaster 56, Northumberland 53

Lancaster 51, Northumberland 48

Northumberland 48, Lancaster 44

Northumberland 36, Lancaster 33

 

(JV 6 p.m., varsity to follow)
January 29:
Colonial Beach at Lancaster
February 2:

Lancaster at Northumberland 
February 3:
Lancaster at King & Queen

(JV 6 p.m., varsity to follow) 
January 29:
Lancaster at Colonial Beach
February 2:
Northumberland at Lancaster 
February 3: 
King & Queen at Lancaster 

January 30:
Lancaster at Lancaster Invitational, Rich-
mond 

Dr. Ronald Flora, Ph.D., will conduct 
clinical hypnosis sessions Monday, 
February 1, at Magnolia Manor, The 
Orchard, 62 Delfae Drive, Warsaw.

A weight-loss session will begin at 6 
p.m. followed by a stop-smoking ses-
sion at 7:30 p.m. The fee is $115 per 
session.

Registration sessions for the upcom-
ing Lancaster County Little League 
season are 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. January 30 
and February 6, and 4 to 7 p.m. Febru-
ary 12 at the Hayden Building, Dream 
Fields, 1385 Irvington Road, Kilmar-
nock.

 Ages 4-18 are welcome. Contact 
Tom Kleinfelter at 462-0384 if unable to 
make one of the registration dates.

Registration for the Northumberland 
County Little League season is under 
way at northumberlandlittleleague.com.

Registration also will be held from 
1 to 4 p.m. February 7 and 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. February 13 at Northumberland 
Elementary School.

Beginning February 25, and con-
tinuing four consecutive Thursdays, 
Sharon Colston will offer mahjong les-
sons from 9 a.m. to noon at the Middle-
sex County Woman’s Club Clubhouse, 

The Friends of Belle Isle will meet at 
5 p.m. Monday, February 1, at the Visi-
tors Center at Belle Isle State Park, 1632 
Belle Isle Road, Lancaster. New mem-
bers welcome.

The group supports the park through 
advocacy, volunteerism, community 
relations, event and program sponsor-
ship, fundraising and special projects. 
Activities include Music by the River, a 
5k trail run and Easter egg hunt.

SCOREBOARD

SPORTS SHORTS

Lady Indians rule
the court, defeat
Lancaster, 48-44

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Zaire Jackson leads
Northumberland JV
effort over LHS, 36-33

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Rematch due on
Northumberland
court Tuesday

The 4-H programs in Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties are recruit-
ing teen leaders to serve as counsel-
ors during 4-H Junior Camp, July 18 
through 22, at Jamestown 4-H Center. 
Applicants must be at least  age 14 by 
January 1, 2016.

The application deadline is February 
11. Applications and reference forms 
may be obtained at the LHS and NHS 
guidance offices, or by contacting the 
Extension office at 462-5780 in Lan-
caster County, or 580-5694 in Nor-
thumberland County.  

210 Virginia Street, Urbanna.
The fee is $40, which includes book-

lets. To register, call Colston by Febru-
ary 17 at 504-809-9900.

The Northumberland County Little 
League seeks umpires for the 2016 
season. 

Those who are patient, understand-
ing and willing to explain certain 
rules and procedures to the players, 
are urged to call David Haislip, 761-
7776.
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Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 75%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

PM times are in boldface type

 

Fri. 1/29

Sat. 1/30

Sun. 1/31

Mon. 2/1

Tue. 2/2

Wed. 2/3

Thu. 2/4

Fri. 2/5  

Sunrise 7:11
Sunset 5:25
Moonset 10:08
Moonrise 10:56

Sunrise 7:11
Sunset 5:26
Moonset 10:39
Moonrise 11:51

Sunrise 7:10
Sunset 5:27
Moonset 11:11

Sunrise 7:09
Sunset 5:28
Moonrise 12:45
Moonset 11:46

Sunrise 7:08
Sunset 5:30
Moonrise 1:41
Moonset 12:24

Sunrise 7:07
Sunset 5:31
Moonrise 2:36
Moonset 1:06

Sunrise 7:06
Sunset 5:32
Moonrise 3:31
Moonset 1:54

Sunrise 7:06
Sunset 5:33
Moonrise 4:25
Moonset 2:48

High 5:27 1.0’
Low 12:11 0.3’
High 5:40 0.9’

Low 12:15 0.2’
High 6:26 1.1’
Low 1:11 0.2’
High 6:40 0.9’

Low 1:12 0.1’
High 7:24 1.1’
Low 2:07 0.2’
High 7:38 0.9’

Low 2:07 0.0’
High 8:17 1.2’
Low 2:59 0.1’
High 8:32 1.0’

High 2:09 1.1’
Low 8:38 0.1’
High 2:22 1.1’
Low 8:59 0.0’

High 2:51 1.1’
Low 9:24 0.2’
High 3:03 1.0’
Low 9:41 0.1’

High 3:38 1.0’
Low 10:15 0.2’
High 3:49 0.9’
Low 10:27 0.2’

High 4:30 1.0’
Low 11:11 0.3’
High 4:41 0.9’
Low 11:19 0.2’

79% Moon

71% Moon

62% Moon

53% Moon

43% Moon

34% Moon

25% Moon

16% Moon

Weekly Tides
Windmill Point – Sunrise & Moon – January - February, 2016

In junior varsity boys bas-
ketball last Wednesday, Lan-
caster held on to its unbeaten 
record with a 51-48 win over 

Northumberland. 
The Red Devils are now 

12-0 for the season.
Arik Clayton sank two 

free throws with six seconds 
remaining to pull the Devils 

ahead, 51-45, and seal the 
win despite a buzzer-beating 
three-pointer by Northumber-
land’s Christian Rich. 

The Devils broke a 43-43 
tie with just over three min-
utes to play with a 6-0 run that 
included two Indian turnovers. 
BJ Lee and Terren Hardin both 

scored four points in the fourth 
in a 14-9 run by Lancaster. 

The Devils and Indians 
played to a 28-28 lock at the 
half and Lancaster put up 
two unanswered points in the 
third before the Indians tied 
the game again at 39. The two 
teams went scoreless for two 

minutes before trading shots 
for a 43-43 tie before Lan-
caster rallied for a 6-0 run.  

Lancaster’s Christian Sutton 
led all scorers with 21 points. 
He sank three three-pointers 
and scored 13 points of Lan-
caster’s 19 points in the first 
quarter. BJ Lee spread out 

14 points for Lancaster with 
six of his team’s nine in the 
second quarter. 

Kyjuan Thomas led the Indi-
ans with 13 points. He did all 
of his scoring in the first quar-
ter with three three-pointers to 
score 13 of his team’s 18. Rich 
finished with 11. 

Frank Schaff of the Northern Neck Audubon 
Society will conduct a bird walk February 8 at 
Newport News Park, 13560 Jefferson Avenue, 
Newport News. The walk will organize at 8:30 
a.m. at the parking lot near the ranger station.

This park has 7,711 acres, two freshwater 
lakes and 30 miles of walking trails, reported 
publicity co-chairman Maggie Gerdts.  

Possible sightings include bald eagles, mute 

swans, wood ducks, gadwalls, double-crested 
cormorants, American wigeons, ring-necked 
ducks, hooded mergansers, ring-billed gulls, 
belted kingfishers, red-bellied woodpeckers, 
yellow-bellied sapsuckers, white-breasted nut-
hatches, yellow-rumped warblers and white-
throated sparrows.

Call Schaff at 462-0084 so a return call can 
be made if the walk is cancelled. 

The year-long 80th anniver-
sary celebration of Virginia 
State Parks kicks off with a 
new customer loyalty program 
and more workshops and 
activities for visitors.

The Customer Loyalty 
Program will reward visi-
tors who stay overnight in 
cabins, lodges, campsites, 
yurts, camping cabins and 
camping lodges. Points can be 
redeemed for free accommo-
dations.

“It is appropriate that as we 
celebrate our 80th anniversary 
of Virginia State Parks, we 

launch a program that rewards 
our customers and assists 
them in their pursuit of creat-
ing moments and memories 
in Virginia State Parks,” said 
Virginia State Parks director 
Craig Seaver.

Program details can be found 
at http://bit.ly/VSPloyalty. 

To launch the new program, 
customers who sign up during 
January will receive 50,000 
bonus points added to their 
accounts in February. Custom-
ers can sign up online while 
making a reservation, or call 
the Virginia State Parks Cus-

tomer Care Center, 800-933-
7275.

Customers with exist-
ing reservations will receive 
credit after registering and 
after the stay.

Also in 2016, visitors will 
have more workshops, activi-
ties and ranger-led interpreta-
tive programs.

In 2015, more than 456,000 
visitors participated in pro-
grams as varied as guided 
hikes, kayaking, stargazing, 
wilderness survival skills, and 
plant and wildlife education 
programs.

The 37th annual Rappahannock 
River Waterfowl Show will be held 
March 19 and 20 at the White Stone 
Firehouse, 578 Chesapeake Drive, 
White Stone. 

Wildfowl art is the theme of 
the show featuring original paint-
ings, decorative wildfowl carvings, 
bronze sculpture, folk art carvings, 
gunning style decoys, photogra-
phy, prints, and antique decoys and 
artifacts, reported co-chairman Pat 
Bruce.

A new feature this year will be the 

unveiling of the first-, second- and 
third-place winners in the Virginia 
Migratory Waterfowl Conservation 
Stamp competition for 2016 at the 
Preview Night Gala on March 18. 
The Virginia Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries along with Vir-
ginia Ducks Unlimited coordinate 
this contest.

Information on this evening event 
will be mailed in the next week, said 
Bruce. Those who aren’t already on 
the mailing list and would like to 
attend, may contact show organizers 

at rrws.org, e-mail info@rrws.org, 
or 435-6355.

Advance tickets ($60 per person) 
are required for the gala by March 11.

The Artist of the Year is Robert 
Tolley of Cambridge, Md., said 
Bruce. Tolley has donated an original 
painting of a great blue heron with 
geese for this show and color prints 
will be given out both days. Guests at 
the Preview Night will receive signed 
and numbered prints.

The weekend door prize is an origi-
nal carving by Tim Kuca of Freder-

icksburg, she said. The Preview Night 
door prize is an original painting by 
Kathleen Noffsinger of Hartfield.

The Rappahannock Decoy Carvers 
and Collectors Guild will conduct their 
annual carving competition on March 
19 next door to the firehouse. Classes for 
wildfowl carvings will be offered, includ-
ing ones for youth and buoy decoys. For 
more information on the contest, visit 
rappahannockdecoycarversguild.com.

The Virginia Waterfowlers Associa-
tion along with the Holiday Lake 4-H 
Center will offer demonstrations and 

activities for adults and children both 
days.

A raffle will be held featuring items 
donated by the exhibitors. Lunch is 
available on Saturday and Sunday.

Show hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
March 19 and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. March 
20. Admission is $8 for ages 12 and 
older. Younger children are admitted 
free.

Proceeds benefit the operations of the 
White Stone Volunteer Fire Department.

For additional show information, con-
tact show organizers.
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Lancaster JV preserves unmarred record
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Rappahannock River Waterfowl show set March 19-20

Virginia State Parks to celebrate 80th anniversary with special programs

Bird walk slated at Newport News Park

Red Devils 51, Indians 48

Participation in 2015 rep-
resented an increase of 22% 
over 2014.

“We’ve offered more pro-
grams that tell the stories of 
our parks in unique and enter-
taining ways, and we’ve been 
able to educate more visitors 

than ever before,” Seaver 
said. “As a result, in 2016, we 
intend to provide additional 
programs and new programs 
to enhance the visitor experi-
ence.”

Virginia State Parks are 
managed by the Virginia 

Department of Conserva-
tion and Recreation. To make 
a reservation for one of the 
more than 1,800 campsites or 
300 climate-controlled cabins, 
call the Virginia State Parks 
Customer Care Center, or visit 
virginiastateparks.gov.
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Now he’s helping people  
right here in our own community.

Board-certified general surgeon Wirt W. Cross, Jr., MD, has 
performed difficult surgeries under equally difficult conditions 
during service in the U.S. Navy. 

Now as he and his family return to the area, he’s bringing his 
capabilities – and his belief that surgery is a calling – to the 
people of the Northern Neck. Dr. Cross could have practiced 
general surgery, including hernia repair, gastrointestinal 
procedures and vascular surgery, just about anywhere.  
He chose to come here. To make an appointment with  
Dr. Cross, please call Riverside Surgical Specialists at  
804-443-6232.

DR. CROSS 
served his country  

all around the world.

Linda’s School of Dance on January 20 
showed up and showed out at Lancaster High 
School with the junior and senior dance com-
pany for a crowd pleasing, half-time perfor-
mance during a boys basketball game.

Teacher Ja’Nae Washington has worked with 
the company extensively and choreographed 
the “hip-hop” piece the dancers performed, 
reported assistant director Bristol Barnes. 

The dance company has been very active 

within the community and performing at LHS 
games, said Barnes. January 20 marked the first 
time the dancers had performed during half 
time at a basketball game. They will perform 
again Friday, January 29, at the Red Devils’ 
home boys basketball game.

The dancers were very excited and welcomed 
with a very supportive crowd cheering them on, 
added Barnes. They’re looking forward to their 
next performance.

 Tales of the Texacos, by Car-
roll Lee Ashburn is available 
for $20 in Kilmarnock at the 
Sports Centre, 60 South Main 
Street; Kilmarnock Museum, 

Dancers present half-time show

For the week of January 18, 
The Animal Welfare League 
won 2 games from Express 
Auto. Kathy Taylor bowled 121 
and 98 with a 308 set. Gayle 
Conrad rolled 119 and 109 
for a 335 set. Cathy Pophamus 
rolled a 104 game.

Express Auto’s Sandra 
Evans posted 106 and 100 for 
a 292 set. Cindy Mallow rolled 
a game of 100 and Vivian Cal-
loway a game of 109.

D & L Doc n Divas won 2 
games over Yeatman’s Forklift. 
Debbie Dobson bowled 101 and 
100 with a 303 set. Beverley 
Benson posted 107 and 113 with 
a 315 set. Darlene Griffith rolled 
a game of 90.

Yeatman’s Val Crosbie rolled 
106 and 115 for a 311 set. Joan 
Bowles bowled a 93 and Mary 
York had a 114 game.

R.P.Waller Ladies won all 3 
games over Ace Hardware. Ola 
Rae Nash bowled 103 and 109 

with a 315 set. Ann Newsome 
posted 131 and 134 with a 370 
set. Newsome had the highest 
game and highest set of the eve-
ning. Marsha Nash rolled a game 
of 100 and Dee Atkins a 112 
game. The team also rolled the 
highest pin fall of 1,224 and the 
highest set of 440 for the week.

Ace Hardware’s Kara Everett 
posted 103 and 113 with a 309 
set. Mary Newton rolled a 105 
and Shona Pacheco rolled a 101 
game.

BOWLING RESULTS

Four volunteers from the 
River Counties Chapter of the 
American Red Cross recently 
presented a disaster prepared-
ness program, “The Pillowcase 
Project,” to about 60 children 
ages 5-12 at the Boys & Girls 
Club of the Northern Neck. 

“The Pillowcase Project,” a 
partnership between the Red 
Cross and Disney, aims to edu-
cate children on how to respond 
properly to a disaster or safety 
emergency, explained volunteer 

Nick Montalbano.
 By giving participants a pil-

lowcase—that they get to draw 
on—and a basic emergency 
supply kit, the goal is to have 
the child begin a conversation 
and devise a plan of action with 
the adults in their family. 

The presentation focused on 
house fires since they are the 
most common type of disaster 
on the Northern Neck and in 
the country. Participants were 
shown the proper way to evacu-

ate a burning house, and were 
advised to choose, with their 
families, a meeting spot out-
side their house and away from 
danger.

The presentation was given 
by  community volunteer leader  
Candee Pevahouse, Fred Peva-
house, John Wicker and Mon-
talbano.

To plan a similar presenta-
tion, contact Candee at 435-
7669, 434-480-2136, or candee.
pevahouse@redcross.org.

Red Cross helps prepare children for emergencies

Officers of the Northern 
Neck Rotary Club recently 
visited the Boys & Girls Club 
of the Northern Neck to see 
the installation of a portable 
stage.

The stage, a gift from the 
Rotary Club, was possible 
through the Rotary’s success-
ful CAPINNÉ fundraising 
events. The stage includes 
16-by-20-foot sections with 
accessories, such as steps and 
curtains, allowing flexibility 
of use 

Boys & Girls Club devel-
opment assistant Jon Grimm 
said the stage is being used for 
music and dance programs as 
well as events staged by guest 
organizations. The stage also 
provides a platform for its 
drama and theater programs. 

“We were fortunate that the 
stage arrived in time for our 
Steak and Burger event,” said 
Grimm.

With the recent improve-
ments of the stage and rest-
rooms, the Boys & Girls 

facility will provide an invit-
ing venue for community 
events. Upcoming guest pre-
sentations will include CAP-
INNÉ 2016—Dancing with 
the Northern Neck Stars, July 
15. 

The Northern Neck Rotary 
Club meets at 7:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays at Lee’s Restau-
rant, Kilmarnock. The club 
hears from speakers on a 
wide variety of subjects and 
assists local and international 
charities.

Rotary Club donates stage to Boys & Girls Club

SPORTS SHORTS

Donate Your Boat
to 

The Kiwanis Club of the  
Northern Neck, Kids Foundation, Inc.

Call 804-435-2703
804-462-7018 or 804-438-6413

Bon Secours Rappahannock General Hospi-
tal and the Northern Neck Family YMCA will 
provide free blood pressure screenings from 9 
to 11 a.m. Monday, February 1, at the Northern 
Neck Family YMCA, 39 William B. Graham 
Court, Kilmarnock

 “BSRGH and the YMCA strive to promote a 

heart-healthy lifestyle which includes knowing 
your numbers,” said BSRGH staff development 
coordinator Cathy Myers, RN.  

 “Being aware of your health risks and condi-
tions can motivate you to make the necessary 
changes to work toward a healthier lifestyle,” 
she said. 

Blood pressure screenings set Feb. 1

Project Alpha, a workshop 
for males ages 12-18 will be 
held from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
February 13 at Lancaster High 
School. Topics include absti-
nence and the consequences 
of early sexual activity, peer 
pressure, HIV/AIDS, teen 
pregnancy, STDs, relation-
ships, being a responsible 
father, and what it means to 
“be a man.” 

The workshop and lunch 
are free. However, those ages 
12-17 will need a completed 
parent/guardian consent form 
to attend the workshop. Forms 
are available at Lancaster High 
and Middle schools and will be 
available at the workshop.

76 North Main Street; and 
Lester’s Barber Shop, Irving-
ton Road.

The book chronicles the 
Texacos team from its begin-
ning as the Kilmarnock Soft-
ball Team to the Kilmarnock 

Texacos to the Lancaster Texa-
cos from 1957 through 1972. 
The book includes photos, 
humorous stories, stats, news-
paper clippings, profiles and 
information on the Texettes 
girls softball team.
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The Visual and Performing 
Arts Department at Christchurch 
School recently announced The 
Rappahannock Awards, A Night 
on the Red Carpet, will be pre-
sented February 11 through 13. 
Preshow and Red Carpet will 
begin at 6:30 p.m., the stage per-
formance at 7 p.m. in the David 
and Wendy Fine & Performing 
Arts Center in Marston Hall, on 
the school’s campus, 49 Sea-
horse Lane, Christchurch 

Admission is $10 at the door. 
The public is invited. Reserva-
tions are urged. For reserva-
tions, contact 758-2306, ext. 
277, ccsevents@christchurch-
school.org, or christchurch-
school.org/the-rappahannock-
awards.

Lancaster Middle School 
recently announced its stu-
dents, faculty and staff of the 
month for January.

Lamar Mattocks is the 
fourth-grade student of the 
month. 

“Lamar is a hard-working 
student,” said teacher Beverly 
Donovan. “He is always will-
ing to help and very respect-
ful. He has helped be a peer 
tutor during class and is patient 
with whoever he helps. He is a 
pleasure to have in class.”

DeJa Brown  is the fifth-
grade student of the month..

“DeJa is a great student,” 
said teacher Sarah Terry. “She 
always follows along and vol-
unteers to answer questions 
during discussions. She’s also 
always willing to lend a help-
ing hand, to either myself or 
a fellow classmate. She has 
excellent manners and is an all-
around great kid. It’s a pleasure 
to be her teacher!”

Destin Henderson is the 
sixth-grade student of the 
month.

“Destin always works hard in 
class and is a great role model 

LMS recognizes students,
teacher and staff member

for all his classmates. He is 
kind and is respectful to his 
peers and staff,” said teacher 
Dawn Ickes.

Carli Brandom is the seventh-
grade student of the month.

“Carli is always willing 
to help other students in her 
class. She follows directions, 
has a positive attitude, and 
is a joy to have in class,” said 
Brenda Epling.

Bryanna Crabb is the eighth-
grade student of the month.

“Bryanna always walks in 
the building and my class-
room with a cheerful, positive 
attitude,” said teacher Derek 
Postlewaite. “She is attentive 
and engaged during instruc-
tion, and always gives her best 
effort.” 

The teacher of the month is 
fourth-grade special education 
teacher Page Rudolph.

The staff member of the 
month is dean of students 
Kelvin Evans. 

“What would Dr. King want us to do?” asked 
Lorraine Justice, Rappahannock Community Col-
lege’s Student Support Services administrative offi-
cer, who coordinated RCC’s Martin Luther King 
Day observance January 18.

 King would not have wanted his day to be taken 
up with sermons and speeches, but to carry on his 
legacy of service, she said. In accordance with this 
ideal, Justice brought in guest speakers from two 
Essex County organizations that work with the 
homeless.

Mary Wigmore is the volunteer coordinator of 
the Essex County Homeless Organization (ECHO), 
which recently opened a shelter offering the home-
less a warm, safe place to sleep, a sit-down evening 
meal, and a breakfast bag to go.

The shelter has a capacity of 20 persons, and 
welcomes guests from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m., nightly, she 
said. It is hosted by First Baptist Church in Loretto. 
For those who might have difficulty getting to the 
church, ECHO has arranged free transportation 
with Bay Transit, including pickups at four Tappah-
annock locations.

Plans are to keep the shelter open through March 
31, when, it is hoped, the weather will become more 
temperate, she said. ECHO volunteers are working 
on lining up more support, and hope eventually to 
keep the shelter open year-round. 

More volunteers are needed—“people with kind, 
caring hearts,” said Wigmore. 

To volunteer, call 803-5463 or e-mail 804echo@
gmail.com. Toiletries and other items the shelter’s 
guests may need are being collected at RCC’s 

Warsaw Campus welcome desk, and also at the 
Essex County Social Services office.

Dana Davis represented Helping Hands United 
in God’s Service (HHUGS). This organization pro-
vides homeless people eco-friendly sleeping mats, 
woven from used plastic shopping bags. 

Davis said she saw and tried a pattern for cro-
cheting a mat from shopping bags—“but it took a 
whole month.” It was then that the idea upon which 
HHUGS is based struck her—why not weave mats 
the way she used to weave potholders in grade 
school?

 All she needed was a big enough loom, and she 
was able to enlist the help of a local Boy Scout 
troop to build one: plain strips of wood in a rect-
angle shape, with nails along the edges to hold 
the loops. With this loom, she can turn out a thick 
“industrial strength” sleeping mat in just a few 
days. The mats can be rolled up and secured by 
a strap that goes over the shoulder, making them 
easy to carry. 

Davis also makes bags, and smaller mats about 
the size of a doormat. Those that are not given to 
homeless people are sold to help fund the program. 

Volunteers prepare the plastic bags for weav-
ing, but more weavers are needed in order to keep 
up with the demand. To volunteer, to donate plas-
tic bags or other items her clients may need, call 
Davis at  824-7159. Bags can also be left at the 
RCC Warsaw Campus welcome desk.

The event concluded with excerpts from Martin 
Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, read by 
2012 RCC graduate Rashad Rollins.

King Day program 
focuses on service

One School One Book 
(OSOB) is among the most 
successful family literacy pro-
grams in existence. For the 
past few years, each February 
area elementary schools have 
participated making it the larg-
est family literacy program in 
the entire Northern Neck. 

This year five area county 
elementary schools will be 
reading the book every night 
in February, including Essex, 
Lancaster, Middlesex, Nor-
thumberland and Richmond 
counties, reported program 
coordinator Jan Bates.  

Some 2,000 Northern Neck 
families will read The World 
According to Humphrey by 
Betty Birney. On February 1, 
every family will be given a 
copy of the book.

No family is denied the 

opportunity to participate 
regardless of economic status. 
The scholarship book program 
or grant funding ensures no 
one is denied participation. 
Using an OSOB calendar, a 
chapter a night will be read 
aloud at home until comple-
tion, said Bates. 

Radio station WRAR has 
agreed again to sponsor and 
announce the trivia questions 
weekday mornings about 6:45 
a.m. Some area businesses 
support OSOB by contribut-
ing prizes for the daily trivia 
drawings at area schools, said 
Bates. Stevie s Ice Cream in 
Kilmarnock will again provide 
100 OSOB coupons for free 
ice cream to all the participat-
ing schools as trivia OSOB 
prizes. 

The biggest prize is the over-

whelming excitement created 
when everyone is reading and 
talking about the same book 
at the same time, said Bates. 
Even area home-schooled and 
private school elementary stu-
dents can participate by pur-
chasing the book at Amazon.
com and reading a chapter a 
night.

Northern Neck grandpar-
ents with grandchildren far 
away, can also purchase the 
book online, obtain the read-
ing schedule and do a long 
distance read aloud by using 
Skype or the phone, she added. 

For a reading calendar, 
email jbates@nplva.org, or 
go to nplva.org. This program, 
sponsored by Read To Them, 
Inc. based in Richmond, is 
designed to create a commu-
nity of readers.

Community-wide reading
program to begin February 1

The Lancaster County 
Public Schools (LCPS) system 
recently announced Joan John-
son is the the January Volun-
teer of the Month.

Johnson’s contribution to the 
school division began in the fall 
of 2014 when she volunteered 
to tutor several students at Lan-
caster Primary School through 
the division-wide volunteer 
tutoring program, reported 
Sandy Armstrong, coordinator 
for volunteer tutors. 

As the year progressed, she 
also accepted the call to tutor 
at the middle school, said 
Armstrong. Johnson has con-
tinued in the volunteer tutor-
ing program during the current 
school year spending one full 
day a week tutoring kindergar-
ten students. She has helped 
numerous students in grades 
K-5 providing reading and 
math  instructional support and 
encouragement. 

The Rappahannock Music 
Study Club recently announced 
its annual college scholarships 
and music education grants 
for high school students who 
reside in the Northern Neck.

Scholarships are available 
to students who plan to pursue 
music studies in college, 
reported committee chairman 
Nancy Rowland. High school 
seniors are eligible to compete 
for a first prize of up to $2,000 
towards college music studies. 

Applicants need not plan to 
major or minor in music but 
they must intend to pursue 
music studies—voice, instru-
ment, music education—while 
in college. The award is renew-
able for four years, depend-

ing on satisfactory continuing 
music study in college, said 
Rowland.

Scholarships will be com-
petitively awarded based on a 
completed application form, a 
recommendation from a cur-
rent music teacher and perfor-
mance at a short musical audi-
tion, she said. The audition will 
be held April 9 in Kilmarnock.

Music education grants of 
up to $500 are available to 
students who will be in high 
school as of fall 2016, said 
Rowland. The funds may be 
applied toward private music 
lessons, music camps, or other 
music education opportuni-
ties.

Applicants will be judged 

according to their completed 
application form and a rec-
ommendation from a music 
teacher, she said. Multiple 
awards may be made.

The Rappahannock Music 
Study Club has a goal of 
assisting with music education 
for young people, particularly 
oriented toward helping those 
who want to pursue careers in 
music and continue to make 
music a part of their lives, said 
Rowland.

The deadline for receipt of 
all applications and recom-
mendation letters is March 31. 
Application forms are avail-
able from all high school guid-
ance departments or call Row-
land, 435-9833.

Music scholarship and grant process opens

Johnson named Volunteer of the Month

“Joan’s passion and dedica-
tion for teaching young stu-
dents is evident in the time 
and effort she commits,” said 
Armstrong.” Since her first 
tutoring session, she arrived 
with enthusiasm and a posi-
tive attitude. She engages her 
students to learn in a manner 

which captures their attention 
and interest throughout the ses-
sions.”

Last year during the first 
year of the LCPS volunteer 
tutoring program, Johnson was 
recognized with the distinc-
tion of volunteering the most 
hours tutoring students in the 
program.  

Education has always been 
important to Johnson, contin-
ued Armstrong. While raising 
their family, she provided pri-
vate tutoring for students from 
preschool through the fifth 
grade and taught children in 
various church activities. She 
has a bachelor’s in psychology 
with a concentration in educa-
tion.  

Johnson and her family 
arrived in the Northern Neck in 
1988. When she isn’t working 
with children, she stays busy 
visiting her two grown chil-
dren and grandchild. She also 
enjoys designing jewelry, feed-
ing birds and traveling.  

SCHOOL 
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For more information or to enroll, 
please call 804-435-8973 or 804-333-6829.

Adult Education
High School Equivalency Classes

Morning, Afternoon & Evening Sessions at:
Kilmarnock: RCC Workforce Development Center 
Northumberland: Northumberland High School
Warsaw: RCC Campus, Workforce Development Office

Little Red Riding Hood visits

Due to the number of days 
missed for inclement weather, 
the end of the first semester has 
been changed to February 4, 
announced Lancaster County 
school superintendent Steve 
Parker. 

Thursday and Friday, Janu-
ary 28 and 29, will now be full 
school days for all students and 
staff. Friday, February 5, will be 
a teacher workday. There will be 
no school for students that day, he 
said.

Chesapeake Academy, 107 
Steamboat Road, Irvington, will 
host a Discovery Day event from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. January 30, for 
ages 4-7 featuring age-appropri-
ate art, science, math, movement 
and music activities based on 
Giraffes Can’t Dance, by Giles 
Andreae.

Chesapeake Academy will 
begin accepting registrations for 
the Osprey Merit Scholarship 
on February 1. A rising fourth-, 
fifth-, or sixth-grader will receive 
a full tuition until graduation.

Interested families must regis-
ter with the admission office at 
Chesapeake Academy by Feb-
ruary 1 and applicants will be 
notified of interview and testing 
dates. Contact Hilary Scott at 
hscott@chesapeakeacademy.org, 
or 438-5575. 

Applications are available for 
the Mary Winston McCullough 
Scholarship awarded to a graduat-
ing high school senior. The recipi-
ent must be a resident of Lancaster 
County or a member of Grace 
Episcopal Church in Kilmar-
nock or a graduating senior from 
Lancaster High School, reported 
scholarship committee chairman 
Sandy Griffith.

The applications are available 
from the Grace Episcopal office, 
the church website or the guidance 
department of LHS. The deadline 
for applications is March 1.

William & Mary professor 
Martin Gallivan will present 
an after-hours lecture at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, January 28, at Water-
man’s Hall, Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science, 1208 Greate 
Road, Gloucester Point. He will 
discuss the tools and techniques 
used by local Indian tribes to 
harvest the marine resources of 
Chesapeake Bay.

Reservations are required. 
Register to attend in person, or 
for an online webinar at vims.
edu/events, or 684-7061.

Chesapeake Academy on January 18 honored the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at an assembly.

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King said, “The func-
tion of education is to teach one to think intensively 
and to think critically. Intelligence plus character—
that is the goal of true education.” 

Social studies teacher Kim Dynia described the 
Children’s Crusade of 1963 in Birmingham, where 
over 3,000 students, ages 7-17, marched to protest 
segregation in businesses. As the young people 
faced police dogs, fire hoses and arrest, Dr. King 
gave them hope —“What you do this day will 

impact children who have not been born.”
Having considered the courage it took to stand up 

in support of a just and collaborative community, 
Dynia asked students to complete a reflection on the 
power of children to make a positive difference in 
our world. 

As Dr. King said, “Life’s most urgent question is: 
What are you doing for others?”    

For Chesapeake Academy, Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day is a day “on,” considering the large ques-
tions of courage and fairness, said head of school 
Deborah Cook.

The Lancaster County Lions 
Club is again searching for 
young, talented instrumentalists 
or vocalists in Lancaster County 
to compete in the 2016 Lions 
Zone A Bland Music Competi-
tion.

The competition is open to 
primary, middle and high school 
students, including home-school-
ers. For residents of Lancaster 
County, information and appli-
cation forms are available at 
the Lancaster Lions Facebook 
page, or by contacting Lion Bob 
Reed, 435-9785, or Lion David 
Farley, 436-3648. Residents of 
Northumberland should con-
tact Richard Saxer, 453-3156; 
Middlesex, contact Gary Owens, 
757-817-5785; Mathews, Linda 
Hernandez, 815-7888; Essex 
and Richmond counties, Dianne 

Saison, 313-5693.  Entries must 
be received by February 14.

According to Reed, the compe-
tition is chaired by the Northum-
berland Lions Club, and includes 
the Lions Clubs in Lancaster, 
Mathews, Middlesex and Tappa-
hannock.  The competition will 
be held at  2 p.m. February 28 at 
Festival Halle, 177 Main Street, 
Reedville. 

Winners will receive cash 
prizes and the opportunity to 
advance to the regional, district 
and state competitions. The Bland 
Foundation, which oversees these 
competitions throughout Vir-
ginia, will award over $18,00 in 
musical scholarships to finalists.

 “I encourage music students 
to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to showcase your talent 
and win cash and music schol-

The Rappahannock Art 
League recently announced its 
February workshop schedule. 

All workshops will be held 
at the Studio Gallery, 19 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock, 
reported Barbara Pulling of the 
communications committee. 
For fees and registration, call 
the gallery, 436-9309.

A Saturday smARTs Work-

shop will be held from 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. February 20. 
Barb Brecher will lead a work-
shop on Felting for ages 7-14.

Children of all ages treasure 
feeling wool slowly meld to 
become an object—it is quite 
magical, said Pulling. Children 
will sculpt their own creations 
out of natural fibers with rich 
textures.

Kendar Hunt will lead A Paint 
Like the Masters-Van Gough 
workshop from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
February 26 for adults. Par-
ticipants will paint Van Gogh’s 
Starry Night, said Pulling.

 No painting experience 
needed. Supplies and snacks 
will be provided, she said. Par-
ticipants may bring their own 
beverages.

Catherine Tadlock, an eighth-
grader at the Joyce Kilmer 
Middle School in Vienna, won 
first place in the Tidewater Oyster 
Gardeners Association (TOGA) 
Middle School Essay Contest.

Tadlock received $150, an 
oyster float, and a TOGA t-shirt 
and cap, awarded January 9 at the 
annual TOGA membership meet-
ing held at the Virginia Institute 
of Marine Sciences in Gloucester 
Point.

“This year we had an extremely 
competitive contest with essays 
submitted from across the state of 

Virginia,” said TOGA vice presi-
dent and contest chairman Terry 
Lewis. “Catherine should be 
very proud to receive this award, 
as should the community. While 
Catherine resides in Northern 
Virginia, her essay was based on 
her family’s involvement with 
oysters from the early 1920s, 
when her great-great-grandfather 
began the R.E. Dobyns oyster 
business in Lancaster County. 

“She doesn’t live in Lancaster 
County, but her heart sure seems 
to be there.  As Catherine said in 
her essay, ‘There’s oyster liquor in 

An online tool that has been 
helping Rappahannock Com-
munity College students make 
informed choices since 2009 
was recently “rebuilt from 
the inside out,” says Virginia 
Community College System 
(VCCS) spokesman Dr. Sharon 
Morrissey. 

The 5.0 version of the 
Virginia Education Wizard, 
scheduled for a January 31 
launch, carries a new slogan 
of “Explore the world. Choose 
right.” It will streamline stu-
dent support services in order 
to enhance efficiency and 
increase usage across Virginia, 
and will let users create a per-
sonalized roadmap from high 
school to college or career. “

Wizard 5.0 has an updated 
site look, feel, and usability,” 
said Morrissey. 

An upgraded veterans’ sec-
tion—designed by veterans 
enrolled in Virginia’s com-
munity colleges—has been 

added, as have new tools in the 
Careers/Workforce section that 
will help prepare users for the 
job market, and a redesigned, 
easy-to-understand case man-
agement system for coaches 
and advisors. In addition, a 
game called “Imagine”  allows 
users to  describe  the lifestyle 
they wish to attain; the Wizard 
then shows how much money 
would be needed to support 
that lifestyle, and lists occupa-
tions that might command the 
necessary salary. 

The new features enhance 
the Wizard’s former capabili-
ties, which include analyzing 
users’ work-related interests in 
order to recommend appropri-
ate career options; collecting 
real-time data indicating cur-
rent pay grades in local Virginia 
markets and highlighting jobs 
where workers are in demand; 
projecting expected college 
costs based on the curriculums 
and schools that users select; 

and dovetailing information 
from Virginia community col-
leges with that of public and 
private four-year institutions, 
to help students take the right 
courses to qualify for guaran-
teed transfer agreements. It 
also connects users directly 
to the community colleges’ 
online application and regis-
tration process, gives a step-
by-step guide to the process of 
applying for financial aid, and 
calculates equivalent tuition at 
other Virginia state colleges for 
purposes of comparison.

“You will love the new look 
and feel of Wizard 5.0,” said 
Morrissey.

She adds special thanks to 
Edna Kolovani and the Tide-
water Community College 
team for their coordination of 
the U.S. Department of Labor 
Trade Adjustment Assistance 
Community College and Career 
Training grant, which provided 
funding for the upgrade.

my blood—it’s part of who I am 
and who I will be forever’,” said 
Lewis.

Tadlock’s reading of her 
essay captivated an audience of 
more than 125 TOGA members 
assembled in the auditorium.  
She was accompanied by her 
father, teacher and  grandparents 
Anita and Norman Tadlock who 
today grow oysters off their dock 
on the Corrotoman River in Lan-
caster County.

TOGA is again sponsoring 
the contest, which is open to all 
middle school students in Vir-
ginia. The theme is Consider the 
Oyster, a wide-open subject con-
cerning anything to do with oys-
ters. Prizes for the next contest 
will be $150, $100 and $50 for 
the top three essays, plus other 
oyster gear.  More information is 
posted at oystergardeners.org.

Tadlock’s essay can be found 
online, with the other winning 
essays at oystergardeners.org.  

SCHOOL REPORTS

Updated ‘Virginia Education
Wizard’ to be launched Jan. 31

Lions are looking for musical talent

Chesapeake Academy honors 
Dr. King with day ‘on’, not off

RAL announces its February 
workshops for children and adults

TOGA student oyster essay 
contest winner has local ties

Discovery Days are sponsored 
by the Early Childhood and 
Lower School teachers at Chesa-
peake Academy and the Wiley 
Foundation. They are free to all 
families in the community. To 
reserve spaces, call Chesapeake 
Academy, 438-5575.

arships,” said Reed. “Parents 
and friends – treat yourself to a 
wonderful afternoon of beautiful 
sounds. This event is also open to 
the public,” Reed added, “so don’t 
miss this opportunity to see, hear 
and support our talented youth.”  

Under the aegis of the Lions 
organization, the Bland Founda-
tion has been providing perform-
ing opportunities as well as schol-
arships to gifted music students, 
both vocal and instrumental, 
since 1948.  The purpose of the 
foundation is to promote cultural 
and educational opportunities 
for the musically talented young 
people in Virginia.
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Jim’s
CABINET CREATIONS

ARBOR Cherry Cabinets 
& Moulding (Tops Not Incl.)

55% OFF plus an additional 10% OFF retail price

$232995

plus tax

White Stone, VA
jimscabinets@kaballero.com

For Factory Direct Pricing Call 804.435.2061

We inspect all cabinets before buyer 
receives order.

OMEGA/DYNASTY AND KITCHEN CRAFT 
CABINETS ALSO AVAILABLE 
FOR 55%/10% OFF RETAIL

DESIGN, DELIVERY & INSTALLATION 
SERVICES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE

BRING IN YOUR MEASUREMENTS TO OUR 
WHITE STONE SHOW ROOM, 

OR CALL US FOR AN APPOINTMENT

CJC

As winds were reaching 
gale force this past Sat-

urday, the women of Three 
Doors Down were adding 
maple syrup to a crockpot full 
of simmering meatballs. They 
sprinkled kosher salt on the 
artichoke dip, and rock salt on 
the sidewalk.

Down came the snow. Up 
went the party lights.

Nothing was going to stop 
Mary Ellen Tetrick, Deb Lock-
hart and Karen Feuerman from 
holding their grand opening 
party. Not even the storm of the 
decade.

For those who don’t know 
these women, it seemed like a 
crazy thing to do.

Every television station from 
Washington, D.C., to Virginia 
Beach was announcing clos-
ings by the hundreds. The very 

Three Doors Down holds grand opening in thick of epic storm

The Doors, from left, are Mary Ellen Tetrick, Karen 
Feuerman and Deb Lockhart.

their husbands. “They’re a 
pretty determined bunch,” said 
Greg Lockhart.  

“Basically, we’re in the 
headache removal business,” 
said Feuerman. “If your garage 
looks like it was hit by a bomb, 
we’ll help you organize it. If 
you need to downsize a home 
but don’t know where to begin, 
call us. It’s what we do.” 

As it turns out, these women 
do a lot more than that: prop-
erty management and over-
sight, staging, provisioning for 
weekend homes and boaters— 
anything that requires organiz-
ing and facilitating, especially 
for people who simply don’t 
have the time to do it them-
selves.

By 6 p.m., 30 intrepid souls 
had braved the blizzard and 
were now sipping Slanted 

Doors, Three Doors Down sig-
nature drink. 

“4345 Irvington Road is the 
hottest night spot in town,” Tet-
rick said with a wink. “What a 
wonderful turnout, considering 
we had a little snow.”

A little snow? Maybe for The 
Doors, as they call themselves. 
Feuerman grew up in Syra-
cuse, N.Y., where snowdrifts 
frequently rose to second-story 
windows. Lockhart, a native of 
Ohio, remembers school clos-
ings as rare events, even when 
a foot of the white stuff lay 
fresh on the ground. In West 
Virginia, Tetrick’s home state, 
neighbors routinely went from 
driveway to driveway carrying 
snow shovels and the latest 
gossip.

What began as a friend-
ship among three professional 

women became a partnership 
last September. Wielding ham-
mers and an impressive array 
of power tools, they turned 
one of the shops near Nate’s 
Trick Dog Cafe (literally three 
doors down) into a modern 
office that feels more like a 
Soho loft than a traditional 
workspace. 

“We’ve been working on 
several projects even before 
we opened,” said Lockhart.  

As the last guest bundled up 
and stepped into the roaring 
wind, six fresh Slanted Doors 
were poured and the Doors 
gathered with their husbands 
(known as Doormen). They 
raised their glasses as Feuer-
man made the final toast of the 
evening—“To friendship, part-
nership and beating Mother 
Nature.”

idea of holding an “opening” 
during a monster Nor’easter 
went against all normal reason.

But Tetrick, Lockhart and 
Feuerman are not normal 
people, at least according to 

Cold temperatures and 
snowy forecasts for the North-
ern Neck have not kept North-
ern Neck Fence Company idle.

On January 12 through 15, 
owner Frederick Johnson and 
field manager Jeff Vail attended 
the fence industry conference, 
Fencetech, in Nashville, Tenn. 

The American Fencing Asso-
ciation (AFA) holds Fencetech 
to provide its members with 
latest products, training and 
education, explained John-
son. Fencetech also served an 
opportunity to network with 
other fence professionals from 
around the country.

“This was a great opportu-
nity for us.  After eight years 
in the business, Jeff and I are 
looking for new fence products 
and ideas we can offer here in 
the Northern Neck,” said John-
son. “We’ve spoken to several 
manufacturers who would like 
Northern Neck Fence Com-
pany to be their local product 
representative.”  

The “no maintenance” 
trend seems to be the biggest 
demand, he said. As the popu-
lation ages and people value 
their leisure time more than 
ever, they expect their fence to 
last and to look good. The fence 
is an extension of home and as 
such should compliment the 
property.

Another high growth area 
of fencing is entry security, he 
said. In an age when unwel-
come visitors are not shy and 
privacy is important, an auto-
mated entry gate system will 
provide that peace of mind. It 
can be essential in the North-
ern Neck, with its significant 
second home market, as well 
as large properties where the 

From left are Jeff Vail and Frederick Johnson.

Fencetech energizes
Northern Neck Fence
Company professionals

Chris Trimble of Trimbles’ 
Tavern Antiques and David 
Sweet announce plans to 
form a non-profit limited 
liability company, Bay Lithic 
Technologies (BLT), and 
raise sufficient funds to pro-
vide a variety of historical 
and educational initiatives 
to educate the public on the 
rich history and legacy of the 
region’s Native Americans.

 To meet this objective, 
BLT will provide regional 
museums and schools with 
authentic collections of 
Native American artifacts 
to facilitate an understand-
ing of how pre-Columbian 
cultures used the rich and 
diversified resources of the 
region, reported Sweet.

 Rotating, traveling exhib-
its of museum-quality arti-
facts, posters, lectures, and 

New company to focus on Native
American artifacts and awareness

Quotes as of: Close on 1/25/16
BB & T Corp. .................31.11
Bay Banks VA ...................5.76
Ches Fin Shrs ..................17.50
CSX Corporation ............21.97
DAVPX-O .......................17.26
DVIPX-O ........................13.03
DEOPX-O ............................ 12.90
DSCPX-O .............................. 8.17
Bank of America .................. 12.96
Dominion Resources ......69.56
Eastern VA Bank Shares ...6.67
Exxon Mobil ...................73.98
IBM ...............................122.08
MDLZ .............................40.20
Omega Protein ................20.85
Sun Trust Banks ..............34.12
Union First Market Bankshares 
.........................................21.47
Verizon ............................47.03  
Wells Fargo .....................47.66
  Quotes and information furnished by 
Davenport & Company LLC, Rt. 3, Ice 

STOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST

House Field, White Stone, VA. (804) 
435-7705 or 1-800-378-2165.

The Rappahannock Art 
League recently announced its 
February special events.

The events will be held at the 
Studio Gallery, 19 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock, reported 
Barbara Pulling of the com-
munications committee. Gal-
lery hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tuesdays through Saturdays.

A new exhibit, “Shades of 
Gray with a Touch of Color,” 
will open February 2 and con-

tinue through February 27.
RAL members will submit 

original works of art in a vari-
ety of mediums, said Pulling. 
All artwork is for sale.

A First Friday Reception 
highlighting the “Shades of 
Gray with a Touch of Color” 
exhibit will be held from 5 to 7 
p.m. February 5. The public is 
invited to drop by the gallery to 
visit exhibiting artists and enjoy 
light refreshments, she said. 

An RAL Art Talks event 
will be held at 1 p.m. February 
22. The program will include 
a 60-minute presentation, 
“James McNeil Whistler and 
the Case of Beauty.”

The audience will get a close 
look at how the 19th-century 
artist pioneered a new way of 
thinking about art: that beauty, 
in and of itself, is a work of 
art’s most essential value, said 
Pulling.

The Virginia State Corpo-
ration Commission (SCC) 
recently approved a rate hike 
for customers of Aqua Vir-
ginia. The increase will add 
$1.5 million in revenue for the 
company, but was lower than 
the utility’s original request 
of $1.7 million. The increase 
amounts to a 4% annual 
increase to water customers 
and 2% in sewer rates over the 
last approved rate increase.

Aqua owns and operates 27 
water systems in Northumber-
land and Lancaster counties, 
with approximately 2,500 con-
nections, representing 7,500 
customers.  

Because customers have 
been paying an interim rate 
hike since January 5, 2015, 
Aqua will reconcile custom-
ers’ accounts to reflect the 
approved rates and provide a 
credit, including interest, for 
any billed difference. That will 
amount to a refund of $5 to $10 
total for the average household. 

According to the utility, 
Aqua has spent nearly $85 mil-
lion to improve and rebuild 
infrastructure throughout 
the Commonwealth, elimi-
nate environmental problems, 
improve drinking water qual-
ity and remove nutrients from 
the treated wastewater that is 
dispersed into the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed.

“Periodic rate cases are the 
only way that SCC regulated 
utilities can recover actual 
capital and operating dollars 
spent to maintain, improve and 
operate the systems that serve 
our customers,” said Shannon 
Becker, president of Aqua Vir-
ginia. “This modest increase 
will enable Aqua to continue 
to make timely and prudent 
improvements to water and 
wastewater systems to help 
ensure quality, dependable 
water and sewer service for our 
customers.”

Aqua provides water and 
wastewater service to approxi-
mately 75,000 people in 38 
counties and cities across Vir-
ginia. 

Aqua Virginia granted 
rate increase request;
customers due refund

by Audrey Thomasson

home cannot easily be seen 
from the roadway.

Vail noted he was impressed 
with some of the latest tools 
for fencing that will allow him 
to provide better and more effi-
cient installations.

“Gate hardware has always 
been important to me. I need to 
know that the gates we install 
will always operate as intended, 
especially in our harsh condi-
tions,” said Vail. “Pool safety 
is a priority to us and I have 
identified some new products to 
help with this.”

“We are excited about some 
new synthetic wood fence prod-
ucts that are available in very 
natural colors,” said Johnson. 
“You actually have to touch it to 
verify if its real or not. We can 
also get this in a stone detail 
as well. Our display should 
be available in the next few 
weeks.”

Northern Neck Fence pro-
vides both residential and com-
mercial installations of all types 
of fencing. Visit nnfencecom-
pany.com, or stop by 550 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

RAL announces February events

More business 
news on
page D6

The 2016 North American 
Raspberry & Blackberry Con-
ference will be held March 1-4 
at the Williamsburg Lodge.

The conference will feature 
an opening reception on March 
1, and a full-day tour on March 
2 will stop at Virginia State Uni-
versity’s Randolph Farm outside 
of Petersburg, Agriberry Farms 
in Hanover County, and online 
grocer Relay Foods and Hardy-
wood Park Craft Brewery, both 
in Richmond. The tour, which 
will be by chartered bus, will 
include lunch, dinner and a beer 
tasting.

Workshops on March 3 will 
cover topics such as the funda-
mentals of blackberry and rasp-
berry production, creating a 
farm food safety plan, commu-
nicating berry health benefits 
and managing a farm bakery or 
restaurant.

A Virginia Berry Conference 
track on March 4 will include 
a blueberry production presen-
tation. Reduced Friday-only 
registration rates are available 
for Virginia growers through 
sponsorships by Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation, the Virginia 
Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services, the VSU 
Small Farm Outreach Program 
and the Virginia Berry Growers 
Association.

To register, visit raspber-
ryblackberry.com, or contact 
the North American Raspberry 
& Blackberry Association at 
info@raspberryblackberry.
com, or 919-542-4037.

2016 berry
conference set 
for March 1-4
in Williamsburg

educational and printed 
material will be provided 
monthly to regional libraries, 
schools, museums, and other 
interested organizations, said 
Sweet. Exhibitions will cover 
prehistoric to recent times; 
from Solutrean landfall 
approximately 23,000 years 
ago through to the present.

 While BLT’s specific 
interests lie in prehistoric 
archeology, Trimble and 
Sweet will work closely with 
the Kilmarnock Museum to 
provide outreach educational 
programs and services to 
area schools and other inter-
ested civic organizations to 
promote the advancement 
of education as it relates to 
our Native American culture, 
said Sweet.

 Trimble has a degree in 
American history, and minors 
in archeology and anthropol-
ogy. He has taught Native 
American studies to home-
schoolers and public schools, 
and is the largest Native 
American artifact dealer in 
the state of Virginia, with 
over 23,000 authentic arti-
facts.

Sweet has spent nearly 
30 years offering free out-
reach educational pro-
grams through a variety of 
venues—cultural events, 
local museums, civic organi-
zations—becoming a leading 
regional authority on Native 
American artifacts.

 Trimble and Sweet are 

seeking an initial $2,000 in 
funding to help establish the 
initial start-up of their legal, 
non-profit company, said 
Sweet. They also desire to 
purchase a computer system, 
high resolution scanner bed, 
microscopic photographic 
scanner, and color printer in 
order to produce high qual-
ity, professional photographs 
for educational material.

 Bay Lithic Technologies 
hopes to acquire artifact 
specimens in order to donate 
modest study collections to 
local museums, provide pro-
grams about Native Ameri-
can toolmaking, and to study 
local artifact collections in 
the form of original research 
and data collection for his-
torical publication, he said.

 Trimble and Sweet also 
are in the process of writing 
a book about the historical 
significance of the late Mark 
Small collection. Small, a 
resident of Gwynn’s Island, 
spent more than 40 years 
artifact hunting the bay’s 
shorelines and, in so doing, 
amassed an impressive col-
lection of Native American 
artifacts dating from 23,000 
B.C. to colonial times.

The importance of his col-
lection cannot be underesti-
mated, as they shed new light 
on the earliest inhabitants of 
North America, said Sweet. 

The foundation’s go fund 
me web address is gofundme.
com/BayLithicTech.
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