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KILMARNOCK—Most area busi-
nesses reopened and residents of the 
Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula 
started digging out Tuesday after a 
weekend storm dumped snow, sleet 
and freezing rain across Virginia and 
along the East Coast. 

Fortunately, in Lancaster and Nor-
thumberland counties, accidents and 
snow-related incidents were at a mini-
mum as most people heeded Gov. 
Terry McAuliffe’s warnings to stay at 
home Friday and throughout the week-
end. As expected, snow began falling 
in the Northern Neck around noon 
January 22 and continued overnight 
and throughout the day Saturday, turn-
ing to sleet and freezing rain in some 
areas during the night. 

“The storm lived up to its potential 
here and across the state,” said Lan-
caster chief of emergency services Terry 
McGregor. “But obviously people took 
it seriously and stayed off the roads.”

Most businesses closed Friday, 

either all day or at some point during 
the afternoon. Schools in Lancaster 
and Northumberland counties were 
closed Thursday, following a dust-
ing of snow Wednesday evening, and 
again on Friday. They remained closed 
Monday and Tuesday. Most church 
services were cancelled Sunday. 

Because of the transition from snow 
to a wintry mix and back to snow, 
accumulations were difficult to mea-
sure, said McGregor, with Lancaster 
County receiving between six and 
eight inches of snow depending on the 
location. Some areas of Northumber-
land and Richmond counties received 
more than a foot. 

According to the National Weather 
Service, areas in southwest and North-
ern Virginia had over two feet of snow, 
while the Richmond area had up to 
16 inches, making it the 11th largest 
snowstorm in Richmond’s history. 

Because it was a dry, fluffy snow, 
“power outages [in Lancaster] were 
very sporadic and few,” said McGregor. 
“We didn’t receive any requests for 

‘The show will go on’ 
A Middle Peninsula landmark, Donk’s Theater in Mathews, collapsed under the weight of snow on the 
evening of Friday, January 22. For 40 years it has been Virginia’s Lil’ Ole Opry featuring local talent and 
well-known stars of country music. Performer Lynda Smith Greve, whose family converted the former 
movie theater into a showcase of country music, reported that the owner of the building, Josie Thorpe, 
has indicated she plans to rebuild, and she would like for the Lil’ Ole Opry to continue holding shows 
there. “The show will go on,” said Greve. Photo by Tom Chillemi

Winter storm Jonas dumped anywhere from six inches to more than a foot of snow in the lower Northern Neck last weekend. After the storm passed many folks bundled-up 
and went searching for adventure. Snow fun in Weems meant riding the mounds on a kayak. From left, Rich Steensma pulls Evan Steensma, Nathan Spiers, Sheridan Ford and 
Caleb Lewis behind a four-wheeler. More snow photos appear on page D3. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Snow freezes lower Northern Neck
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi assistance” because of outages. 

Fortunately, accidents were also few, 
according to Major Bill Webb with the 
Lancaster County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. There were only six incidents of 
motorists sliding off the road and sev-
eral reports of trees on power lines or 
poles on fire, he said. 

“People stayed off the roads,” said 
Webb. 

Northumberland County Sheriff’s 
Department responded to only three 
vehicle accidents from Friday through 
Sunday, according to Major Johnny 
Beauchamp. 

However, Beauchamp said the 
department responded to 19 disabled 
motor vehicles which were stranded or 
stuck in the snow. No one was injured 
in any of the incidents. 

In Northumberland, snow totals 
varied from five to six inches in the 
Reedville and Burgess areas to eight 
to ten inches in Heathsville and over 
a foot from Callao north, said Beau-
champ.

Statewide, from midnight Friday to 
3 p.m. Saturday, state police responded 
to 186 crashes and 553 disabled vehi-
cles. Last Friday, state police responded 
to 1,032 traffic accidents and 879 dis-
abled vehicles as workers made their 
way home from work during the storm. 

According to a press release from 
the Virginia Department of Transpor-
tation, VDOT crews continued clear-
ing subdivision streets and secondary 
roads all day Tuesday. Primary roads 
were clear. 

Crews worked 24 hours a day, using 

1,000 pieces of equipment to clear 
4,615 miles of secondary roads. 

In Mathews County, the historic 
70-year-old Donk’s Theater build-
ing suffered a roof collapse under the 
weight of snow, ice and high winds last 
Friday night.  

The theater was built in 1946 and 
operated as a movie theater from 1947 
to 1970. After sitting vacant for several 
years, it opened as a country music 
venue in 1975, known as “Virginia’s 
Lil’ Ole Opry.”

Listed as an historic landmark, the 
theater has featured performances by 
such country music artists as Mickey 
Gilley, Ernest Tubbs and Dolly Parton. 

The theater’s collapse even made 
national news when it got a mention 
on Good Morning America this week. 

Bliss

2016 Bridal Guide for the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

Inside this week:
Bliss,
A wedding 
guide for the 
Northern 
Neck and 
Middlesex 
County



InsideNews   January 28, 2016
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

Subscribe to the Record!

Name:_________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________

City:________________________________________ State:______ Zip:__________

Email: ____________________________  Phone: ____________________________

Credit Card No.: ________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________

Signature: ____________________________________________________________

❑ Payment enclosed     ❑ New  ❑ Renewal

❑ Bill me  ❑ Charge to

❑ $35.00 per year

For papers mailed to addresses 
in Lancaster, Northumberland, 

Richmond, Westmoreland 
and Middlesex counties:

❑ $27.00 newspaper only

❑ $39.00 paper & online versions

For papers mailed to other areas:
❑ $37.00 newspaper only  

❑ $49.00 paper & online versions 

Student subscription:
(9 months)

❑ $25.00  newspaper only    

❑ $34.00 paper & online versions 

Online (PDF) version only:

Order your subscription online at 
www.rrecord.com/pdf-sub.asp, or use this form:

Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.

Local news you won’t find anywhere else.

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, Editor@RappRecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, Lisa@RappRecord.com
Audrey Thomasson

extension 22, Audrey@RappRecord.com
Tom Kimmitt

extension 28, Tom@RappRecord.com

Display Advertising:
Sara Amiss, Manager

extension 13, Sara@RappRecord.com
K.C. Troise

extension 19, KC@RappRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant

 extension 11, Marilyn@RappRecord.com
Jessica Michels-Mancini

extension 15, Jessica@RappRecord.com

or dial the main number: 435-1701

Production:
Wayne Smith, Manager 

extension 26, Wayne@RappRecord.com
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
extension 18, Susan@RappRecord.com

extension 17, Sarah@RappRecord.com
Gloria Bosher 

extension 17, Gloria@RappRecord.com
Brenda Burtner 

extension 24

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President

extension 20, Fred@RappRecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business Manager

extension 21, Kate@RappRecord.com
Lindsay Bishoff,  Accounts Manager
extension 14, Lindsay@RappRecord.com

Susan Robertson, 

extension 12 
SusanRobertson@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Michelle Smith, Circulation Manager
extension 16, Michelle@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $27 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

appahannock

 ecordR USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632

Susan Simmons & Kate Oliver,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

To reach members of the staff, dial the 
main phone number, 435-1701, and 

prompted, or use the e-mail address.

LANCASTER—Virginians 
will go to the polls Tuesday, 
March 1, for national Repub-
lican and Democratic primary 
elections. Known as Super 
Tuesday because of the number 
of states holding primaries that 
day, Virginia will be one of the 
closely watched states in deter-
mining who might emerge as 
the frontrunner.

“Virginia will be in the lime-
light,” said Lancaster County 
voter registrar Susan Jett. Only 
four states will hold primaries 
in February, making the March 
1 primaries key, she added.

However, one change in 
the process may not sit well 
with voters who like to vote 
the other party. According to 
Jett, when citizens go to their 
polling center, they will have 
to declare a party and will be 
handed the appropriate party 
ballot.

“This year, the Republican 
Party is requiring voters sign 
a statement of affirmation, 
affirming they are Republi-
can” before they are given a 
Republican ballot, she said. 

State registrars’ offices are 
accepting absentee ballots 
for the primary. The cut-off 
for mail-in absentee ballots is 
February 23. However, voters 
may vote absentee at the regis-
trar’s office until 5 p.m. Satur-
day, February 27.

Jett said 2016 will be a busy 
election year. The primary for 
legislative offices will be held 
in June. Town elections are 
May 3.

To contact Jett, visit her 
office at 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster, or call 462-5277.

The office of Northumber-
land County Voter Registrar 
Katherine Davenport is at 72 
Monument Place, Heathsville. 
Her phone number is 580-
4655.

LANCASTER—Town elec-
tions will be held May 3 in 
Kilmarnock, Irvington and 
White Stone.

The filing deadline to run for 
town office is March 1, accord-
ing to Lancaster County voter 
registrar Susan Jett.

In Kilmarnock, three coun-
cil seats will be on the ballot. 
The seats are currently held by 
Keith Butler, Rebecca Nunn and 
Michael Sutherland.

In Irvington, the position of 
mayor and three council seats 

will be on the ballot. The council 
seats are currently held by Gene 
Edmonds, Kathleen Pollard and 
Fran Westbrook. The mayor’s 
seat is held by Ralph Ransone.

In White Stone, four council 
positions are up for grabs. The 
positions are currently held by 
Jennifer Hodges, Will Hubbard, 
Blair Kenyon and Paul Elbourn, 
who was appointed in January 
to replace David Jones after he 
moved out of town.

For filing information, visit 
elections.virginia.gov, or contact 
Jett at 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster, or 462-5277.

Dominion to conduct
informational open house 

Dominion Virginia Power will conduct an informational open house from 5 to 7:30 
p.m. February 11 at Mount Vernon Baptist Church, 269 James Wharf Road, White 
Stone. Dominion’s electricity transmission experts will be available to explain the 
proposed transmission power line project, including the erection of related towers 
in proximity to the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge. The community is invited. 
A related letter has been sent to some 700 property owners two miles upstream and 
downstream of the project and a half-mile inland on both sides of the Rappahannock 
River as indicated by red on the map above. Source: Dominion

Virginia will help
pick presidential
candidates March 1

by Audrey Thomasson

March 1 is deadline to
file for town elections

by Audrey Thomasson

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning commis-
sion on January 21 held its reor-
ganizational session for 2016. 

Bill Kling was elected chair-
man and Alfred Fisher will 
serve as vice chairman. Other 
members include Chris Cralle, 
Vivian Diggs, Ed King, Gar-
field Parker, Albert Penley Jr., 
Wellington H. Shirley, Heidi 
Wilkins and Charles Williams. 

Regular meetings will con-
tinue to be held at 7 p.m. on 
third Thursdays of each month 
at the Northumberland County 
Courts Building, 39 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville.

In the absence of a county 
planner, the secretary of the 
commission will serve as a liai-
son between the county and the 

commission. Luttrell Tadlock 
vacated the planner post when 
he became county administra-
tor January 1. Tadlock said he 
is in the process of interviewing 
prospects regarding the vacant 
position.

Following the reorganization, 
discussion continued on a safe 
water supply.

“Without safe drinking water, 
a community is in trouble,” 
said Parker. “Increased sodium 
levels are present in the drink-
ing water in some artesian 
wells.” 

Kling agreed. The Northum-
berland board of supervisors 
has been notified of higher 
sodium/salinity, he said.

“As an aquifer is reduced, 
briney water is brought in,” 
said Kling. “Salinity checking 
should be done by homeowners 

associations. Increased salin-
ity is not good especially when 
we have a high percentage of 
retired people.” 

“The Department of Environ-
mental Quality has test wells 
on Surprise Hill, but this is not 
a county program,” added Tad-
lock.

Kling recommended com-
mission members consider 
attending the public meeting on 
a Callao revitalization project at 
7 p.m. Thursday, January 28, at 
the Callao Firehouse, 314 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Callao. 

Among other issues, Wilkins 
noted that every week some-
body asks, “When are we going 
to get a cell tower in Reedville?” 
Parker agreed and asked where 
the whole broadband issue now 
stands. 

Kling said members of the 
county’s economic develop-
ment commission are looking 
into options for broadband data 
for rural communities and they 
will provide the planning com-
mission additional information.

MetroCast, Northern Neck 
Wifi and different service pro-
viders are looking into “last 
mile connectivity” challenges 
and intend to find more cost-
effective solutions for rural 
Northumberland County inter-
net and data consumers, added 
Tadlock.

The Northern Neck Planning 
Commission and the Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
are in the process of developing 
new maps for the county and 
until then, the county’s compre-
hensive plan updates can not be 
completed.

MONROSS—A Montross 
man died January 20 in a sin-
gle-vehicle crash in Westmore-
land County. 

The crash occurred around 
10:48 a.m. in the 1300 block 
of Poor Jack Road, reported 
Virginia State Police Sgt. 
Stephan M. Vick. VSP Trooper 

Northumberland planning
commission re-organizes

by Tom Kimmitt

Montross man dies
in single-vehicle crash

 Suicide prevention
The Middle Peninsula 

Northern Neck Community 
Services Board Prevention 
Services Division in partner-
ship with the Coalition for 
Healthy Virginia Communities 
will sponsor a regional suicide 
prevention task force meeting 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Febru-
ary 18 at the Lancaster Com-
munity Library, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

Registration is required. The 
registration deadline is Febru-
ary 15. Register at surveymon-
key.com/r/TF021816, call 642-
5402 or email prevent@mpnn.
state.va.us.

NEWS 
BREAK

V. J. Ubieta is investigating the 
crash.

A 1999 Toyota Tacoma 
pickup was traveling on Poor 
Jack Road when it ran off a 
cliff and landed about 75 feet 
down on the shoreline.

The driver and sole occupant 
of the Toyota, Kevin A. Fox-
well, 49, of Montross died at 
the scene. He was not wearing 
a seatbelt, said Sgt. Vick.

The crash remains under 
investigation.
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

“Come join us--we’re going places”

CANADA-NEW ENGLAND

Royal Caribbean Grandeur of the Seas
A spectacular fall cruise

with many interesting ports of call
Deposit $450 per person at time of booking

Final June 30, 2016. 

September 15-24, 2016
Round trip from Baltimore

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Trinity
PANCAKE 
SUPPER

Tuesday
February 9th  

   5 - 7 p.m.

By Donation

Trinity Episcopal Church
 Rt. 3 in Lancaster

Make your 
winter brighter 

with  . . .
FREE COLOR!

Advertise in six (6) issues: January 28 - March 17
{Minimum ad size - 10 inches}

Call our advertising department today!

Snowflake        Special

Lancaster Sheriff Pat-
rick McCranie this week 
reported charges against four 
individuals.
Felonies

Tevin L. Ball, 23, of Farnham 
was charged January 19 with 
abduction, rape, threats to bomb 
or damage a building, domestic 
assault and battery and strangula-
tion causing injury. He also was 
charged January 20 with  viola-
tion of a protective order.

Montae J. Smith, 29, of Camp-
bell Road, was charged January 
20 with felony credit card theft 
(2013 incident).
Misdemeanors

A Christ Church Road woman, 
52, was charged January 18 with 
trespassing.

An Irvington Road man, 39, 
was charged January 21 on a 
capias for failure to appear in 
court.
Activity report

January 18:  Staff responded 
to the 1200 block of Mosquito 
Point Road for a complaint of 
problems with a mental subject, 
to the 8300 block of Mary Ball 
Road for a report of a trespasser 
(resulted in the arrest above), 
to the 700 block of Ocran Road 
for a report of annoying/obscene 
phone messages, to the 5100 
block of Windmill Point Road to 
check on the welfare of a resident 
there; and assisted Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) with 
a report of a burglary at the 300 
block of South Main Street.

January 19: Staff responded 
to Rappahannock General Hos-
pital (RGH) for a report of an 
assault on a Greentown resident 
by a family member, to the 100 
block of Hickory Road for a 
report of a larceny, with animal 
control to the 500 block of Gas-
kins Road for a report of a vicious 
dog, and to the area of Griffins 
Landing Road for a traffic com-
plaint that involved an intoxicated 
driver.

January 20: Staff responded 
to the area of Irvington Road for 
report of a suspicious person or 
activity, to the area of Lively for a 
hit-and-run vehicle crash, to three 
weather-related motor vehicle 
crashes at 8800 Mary Ball Road, 
Iberis Road and the intersec-
tion of Merry Point and Buzzard 
Neck roads.

January 21: Staff responded 
with emergency medical services 
(EMS) to the 400 block of Leath-
erneck Lane for a medical issue 
requiring entry into the residence; 
received a walk-in complaint 
reporting a theft in the 300 block 

of Greentown Road, and walk-in 
complaint of an attempted fraud 
by mail; and assisted KPD with 
a mental subject, and a report of 
a fight in progress near the 200 
block of School Street.

January 22: Staff responded 
to the 1100 block of Windmill 
Point Road for a report of an 
unattended death, and to weather-
related traffic crashes on White 
Chapel, River and Merry Point 
roads; received a report from 
a resident in the1000 block of 
Chesapeake Drive regarding a 
possible fraud; assisted KPD with 
a report of destruction of property 
in the 100 block of Byway Drive.

January 23: Deputies 
responded to the 100 block of 
Fitzhugh Street to assist EMS 
with entry into a residence, to a 
traffic crash on Regina Road, and 
to RGH for a reported assault that 
occurred in the county.

January 24: Staff responded 
to RGH for a gunshot wound that 
occurred on Goodluck Road, and 
to the 100 block of Greentown 
Road for verbal threats of harm 
to his animals.

Staff also conducted eight traf-
fic stops, assisted seven motor-
ists, handled three calls for traffic 
control, investigated 14 building 
alarms, logged five inmate trans-
ports, received four E911 hang-
up calls and fielded three calls for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster and 
Kilmarnock volunteer fire depart-
ments responded to a vehicle fire 
on Merry Point Road.

Upper Lancaster VFD also 
responded to a brush fire on John 
Creek Road, a power line fire on 
Davis Mill Road, an electrical 
fire on Nuttsville Road, a tree on 
power lines on Griffins Land-
ing and a chimney fire on River 
Road.

Kilmarnock VFD also 
responded to power lines down 
on Blackstump Road and to assist 
a motorist on Gilbert Street.

White Stone VFD responded 
to a transformer fire on Gaskins 
Road, and to assist EMS on Crab-
point Drive, Bruce Avenue and 
River Bluff.

Northumberland Sher-
iff James R. “Doc” Lyons 
this week reported charges 
against 11 individuals.
Felonies

Larry Allan Headley Jr., 39, 
of Reedville was charged Jan-
uary 8 with obtaining money 
by false pretense.

Shanna Marie Bowles, 35, 

LANCASTER—The follow-
ing cases were heard January 22 
by Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III in 
Lancaster County Circuit Court 

Antonio Denmore Roy, 26, 
of Montross pled guilty to forc-
ible rape of an ex-girlfriend. He 
was sentenced to 30 years with 
17 years suspended, leaving an 
active sentence of 13 years incar-
ceration. Also, he was given five 
years supervised probation upon 
release and will receive a sexual 
psychiatric evaluation and appro-
priate corrective programs. Roy’s 
name will go on the state’s violent 
sexual offender list. Five other 
felony charges from the same 
event were dismissed.

Russell Lee Dodson Jr. of 
Callao was sentenced to five 
years with all but one year sus-
pended for texting threats to an 
ex-girlfriend and her current 
boyfriend. Judge Taliaferro noted 
Dodson’s history of extortion and 
the seriousness of his continued 
behavior in passing a sentence. 
Dodson will have one year super-

vised probation upon his release 
and was banned from contacting 
his victims.

Thomas Mark Blackwell of 
Richmond, charged with proba-
tion violation on a felony con-
viction, did not appear in court 
due to a death in the family. The 
judge granted a request for a spe-
cial prosecutor in the case, due to 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Jan 
Smith having served as Black-
well’s defense attorney prior to 
his election in November. The 
case was continued to April 22.

James Milton Veney of Hamp-
ton, charged with probation vio-
lation on a felony conviction, was 
not served. The case was contin-
ued to April 22.

Timothy Lamarr Moody of 
Hampton, charged with pro-
bation violation on 12 felony 
offenses, was not served. The 
case was continued to April 22.

Ronald P. Green of Lancaster, 
charged with probation violation 
on three felony offenses, was 
assigned a court-appointed attor-
ney. Trial was set for March 11. 

Cynthia Ann DeMarco of 

Newport News was in court for 
review of violation of probation. 
The case was dismissed.

John Robert George of 
Kilmarnock, charged with proba-
tion violation on a felony offense, 
was designated a fugitive.

Matthew Quentin Rosner, 
charged with probation violation 
on two felony offenses, was not 
served. Appointment of counsel 
was continued to April 22.

Linwood Maurice Neal Jr. of 
Highland Springs, charged with 
probation violations of two felony 
convictions, was not served. The 
case was continued to April 22.

Misdemeanor charges of 
shoplifting were dropped against 
Dwayne Lee Jackson of White 
Stone.

Floyd Donovan Newton of 
Callao was charged with felony 
grand larceny and failure to 
appear. In a plea agreement, he 
was sentenced to five years, all 
suspended but five days, super-
vised probation for three years 
and banned from Kilmarnock 
Walmart for stealing housewares 
and then returning the items for 

cash. He was given a one-year 
suspended sentence for the fail-
ure to appear charge.

Smith (juvenile) was arraigned 
on probation violation on a felony 
conviction. 

A Lancaster County Circuit 
Court Grand Jury convening Jan-
uary 22 returned: 

charging Dawn Marie Clarke of 
Sandstone with felony unauthor-
ized use of a vehicle and destruc-
tion of property. Trial is set for 
February 12. 

charging Dante Allen Gaskins of 
Kilmarnock with felony assault 
and battery of a family member. 
Trial is set for February 26.

charging David Thomas Pfarr of 
Weems with violating terms of 
sex offender convictions by being 
on school grounds. Trial is set for 
February 26.

charging Kristin Anne Brandom 
of Lancaster with hit-and-run. 
Trial is set for March 11.

The Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks information 
regarding a recent break-in and theft of guns.

Sometime between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. on 
October 28, 2015, a person or persons entered a residence at 2957 
Black Stump Road, Weems. Entry was made by a rear window. 
Missing items include a jar of coins, a Sig Sauer 357, a Glock 45, 
a Glock 380 and a Glock 9 mm.

Report any information about suspicious people or vehicles in 
that area or anyone trying to sell a gun, or using a large amount 
of coins as spending money to Lancaster County Crime Solvers 
at 462-7463. 

You do not have to give your name or appear in court. If your 
information leads to an arrest, you could receive a reward up to 
$1,000.

Take the time to make your neighborhood safe. Report infor-
mation on wanted suspects, drug deals or dealers, stolen prop-
erty, break-ins to businesses or residences, abuse to persons or 
animals, or any crime taking place in the county.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson charging Calvin Jarrod Jackson 

of Lancaster with grand larceny. 
Trial is set for April 8.

charging Neal Elliott Sluss of 
Chesapeake with felony destruc-
tion of property. Trial is set for 
April 8. 

CRIME SOLVERS

of Reedville was charged Jan-
uary 8 with obtaining money 
by false pretense.

William Diller, 24, of 
Hague was charged January 
11 on a direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-Jurisdictional Grand 
Jury with two counts of distri-
bution of a Schedule II drug. 
He was also served a Capias 
to Show Cause for a probation 
violation from Westmoreland 
County Circuit Court.

Christopher Michael 
Carnes, 34, of White Stone 
was charged January 14 with 
breaking and entering into 
Indian Creek Pro Shop and 
grand larceny. These were 
Northumberland County war-
rants served by White Stone 
Police Department.

Tirrell L. Lucas, 37, of 
Warsaw was charged January 
18 on a direct indictment from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-Jurisdictional Grand 
Jury with two felony counts of 
distribution of marijuana and 
one misdemeanor count of 
distribution of marijuana. This 
was a Northumberland indict-
ment served by the Richmond 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

Holly Starr Gough, 34, of 
Lottsburg was charged Janu-
ary 20 on a direct indictment 

from the Northumberland 
County Multi-Jurisdictional 
Grand jury for distribution of 
a Schedule III controlled sub-
stance.
Misdemeanors

A Callao man, 59, was 
charged January 9 with imper-
sonation of a law enforcement 
officer.

A Callao woman, 26, was 
charged January 14 with 
assault and battery of a family 
member, damaging property 
and trespassing. These were 
Westmoreland County war-
rants.

A Burgess man, 25, was 
charged January 15 with petit 
larceny from the Dollar Gen-
eral Store.

A Saluda man, 24, was 
charged January 17 with vio-
lating a protective order and 
trespassing. These were Nor-
thumberland County warrants 
served by Middlesex County 
Sheriff ’s Office.

A Heathsville man, 59, 
was charged January 19 with 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol and refusing a breath 
test.

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RappRecord.com

Dead l ine:  Tuesday  a t  noon
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

This year’s presidential election will mark 
a century since the last Virginian was 

elected president in the person of Woodrow 
Wilson. Wilson’s father was a Presbyte-
rian minister, who served as a chaplain and 
teacher at Hampden-Sydney College, and 
then shortly before the future president’s 
birth, moved to pastor a church in Staunton, 
where Wilson was born in the manse on 
December 28, 1856.

Wilson was an academic by instinct and 
by training, having obtained a doctorate in 
political science from Princeton University, 
the alma mater of another Virginia-born 
president, James Madison. Wilson continued 
on at Princeton, as a professor and then as 
president of the university. From that pulpit, 
he was elected governor of New Jersey, and 
at the “long convention” of the Democratic 
Party in Baltimore in 1912, he emerged as 
the compromise candidate over Congressman 
Oscar Underwood of Alabama and House 
Speaker Champ Clark of Missouri.

President Wilson continued the interna-
tionalization of America that had begun with 
William McKinley, and carried on with Theo-
dore Roosevelt and William Howard Taft. He 
marked the end of the period begun by George 
Washington’s admonition to avoid entangling 

alliances as we plunged into World War I in 
1917. We entered the war six weeks after Wil-
son’s second inauguration that had followed 
the 1916 campaign in which his slogan was, 
“He kept us out of war.”

In 1916, Wilson’s opponent had been 
Charles Evans Hughes, who resigned his 
seat on the United States Supreme Court to 
run. Although losing the election, Hughes’s 
absence from the court was not to be per-
manent, as President Hoover appointed him 
Chief Justice to succeed William Howard Taft 
in 1930.  

Wilson’s doctoral studies had centered on 
the relation between the British parliament 
and the executive authority of the Crown. 

Critics accused him of amalgamating power 
throughout his administration, which led his 
successor, Warren G. Harding, to campaign in 
1920 on the theme of “Return to Normalcy.”

Unlike James Madison, who returned to 
Virginia after his days at Princeton, Wilson’s 
departure proved to be permanent, although 
later in life he brought forth another Virginia 
connection in the form of marrying a native 
Virginian. After his wife, First Lady Ellen 
Axson Wilson, died in 1914, Wilson was 
bereft, and as president began looking for a 
new spouse. On Friday evening, he would 
walk from The White House to neighboring 
Keith’s Theater to watch vaudeville perfor-
mances, sitting in the last row, with other the-
atergoers greeting him as they entered.

Through the Washington social milieu, he 
came to know Edith Bolling Galt, a native of 
Wytheville, who was the widow of Norman 
Galt, the proprietor of Galt and Brother, Jew-
elers, which at its closing in 2001 had served 
the citizens of Washington for almost two 
centuries, and was the city’s oldest business. 
Wilson and Mrs. Galt were married in 1915, 
which meant that both president and first lady 
were native Virginians.

The second Mrs. Wilson had a major role 
to play in American history, for after accom-

panying the president to the Paris Peace Con-
ference following the First World War, she 
traveled with him across the United States in 
his effort to garner support for the League of 
Nations. During the trip, he suffered a major 
stroke, and was forced to return to Wash-
ington. For the last two years of his admin-
istration, Edith Bolling Galt was virtually in 
charge of the government, determining who 
could and who could not see the president, 
and speaking for him.

Wilson died almost three years after leav-
ing office, and was entombed in the National 
Cathedral of the Episcopal Church in a mau-
soleum surmounted by an effigy depicting 
him wearing his academic robes.  Three and 
a half decades later, Edith was interred in the 
crypt of the cathedral.  Since the Wilsons, no 
president and no first lady has been a Virgin-
ian, and he remains the only chief executive 
buried in the nation’s capital.

This year two Virginians are seeking to end 
Virginia’s presidential vacuum in the persons 
of former Governor Jim Gilmore, a native of 
Richmond, and former United States Senator 
from Pennsylvania, Rick Santorum, who was 
born in Winchester. If either of them were to 
triumph, the long gap between Virginia-born 
presidents would be at an end.

For the last two years of his 
administration, Edith Bol-
ling Galt was virtually in 
charge of the government, 
determining who could and 
who could not see the presi-
dent, and speaking for him.

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

Snowed in on The Pond, off Kingscote Creek in Lewisetta.

Photo by Kimberly C. Reid

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

On January 18, I attended a 
Martin Luther King celebration 
at Mt. Olive Baptist Church. 

About 150 people, both 
black and white, were there. 
To see such a mixed congre-
gation on the Northern Neck 
in a church was wonderful. 
Even the choir, led by La Tasha 
Lee from Macedonia Baptist 
Church, was mixed.

Dr. Tyron Williams, the 
pastor at Mt. Olive, welcomed 
us all. The Rev. Lucia Lloyd 
opened with a prayer, and the 
choir sang “Lift Every Voice 
and Sing.” The Rev. Hal White 
gave a prayer, the Rev. Tom 
Coye gave a reading and the 
choir and audience sang a 
rousing, “Battle Hymn of the 
Republic.”

The Rev. Dr. Barbara Cain 
gave a reading followed by the 
beautiful praise dancers of Mt. 
Olive. The choir sang “Wade in 
the Water.” The Rev. Linwood 
Blizzard from Macedonia 
Baptist delivered a wonderful 
sermon. 

Dorothy Holmes wrote a 
poem in 1987 about Dr. King 
and presented it at the service. 
Cecil Taylor recited Dr. King’s 
famous “I Have a Dream” 
speech.

The service closed with 
everyone holding hands and 
singing “We Shall Overcome.”

As a child of the ‘50s and 
‘60s, I remember singing the 
song. It’s unfortunate that we 
still need to sing it, but it gave 
me great joy and hope to see 

Moved by 
King celebration

so many of us joined together 
and working toward getting rid 
of hatred and prejudice in the 
Northern Neck.

I encourage everyone to keep 
working on showing more love 
towards each other in 2016. The 
more time we spend accepting 
each other and our differences, 
the better we will all be. 

Life is too short to worry 
about the color of someone’s 
skin. We are all prefect in 
God’s eyes.

Kitty Creeth,
Reedville

As noted in prior letters to the 
editor, I too have shared the con-
cern of absent song birds this fall 
season.

I have also noted the huge 
numbers of crows in the area. 
Within the last week or two, 
just prior to our snowfall, I am 
pleased to say that the finches, 
chickadees, hermit thrushes, 
juncos, dove and more have been 
eagerly feeding in my yard.

I have also seen the large 
flocks of redwinged blackbirds, 
grackels and cowbirds, which 
seem to travel together this time 
of year, descend into my feeding 
area and wipe out all the seed in 
an hour or two. I guess they have 
to eat as well.

On a different note, as the 
crews continue to clear our roads 
of snow and ice, the road shoul-
ders will expose dirt and grasses 
which allows large groups of 
birds access to some food post 
snowfall. I try to pay close atten-
tion to this as many times they 

Regard for 
wild birds

will fly directly in front of me as 
they flee the oncoming vehicle.

On some occasions it is com-
pletely unavoidable to miss one. 

I’ve found that if I stay aware 
of their presence, I am able to 
slow down enough that they can 
all flee successfully. I feel it is 
my responsibility to do my part 
in protecting all of God’s crea-
tures as best I can.

Tom Donahue,
Morattico

The community was instru-
mental in locating our beloved 
Chihuahua, Penny, from the end-
less searches to the Facebook 
posts by individuals we don’t 
even know, to radio announce-
ments to television broadcasts 
to the ad in this newspaper and 
finally to the person who actually 
found and took Penny to the vet.

We have never had so many 
people—again many of them 
strangers to us for the most part—
call with a possible sighting or 
simply mentioning the fact that 
they knew our little girl was lost 
and that they were praying for her 
safe return. It amazed us. After 
nine days in the cold rain, we 
were about to give up hope when 
those prayers were answered, and 
Penny was found.

Michelle at the Lancaster 
County Animal Shelter and Pen-
ny’s special friends at Kilmar-
nock Animal Hospital were 
extremely helpful.

Without you all, we believe 
we may never have seen Penny 
again.

Vince and Rebecca Raymo,
Kilmarnock

Penny found

YOUR LETTERS

A tan isn’t worth dying for, 
but try telling that to your 
teenager. That’s why it’s so 
important for Virginia’s Gen-
eral Assembly to pass pending 
legislation that would restrict 
all young people from using 
indoor tanning devices.

 I’m a former user of tan-
ning beds as a youth and it 
almost cost me my life. I’m 
also a high school teacher that 
will see all the tans before 
prom.

The U.S. Surgeon General 
recommends that states restrict 
youth tanning to reduce the 
toll of skin cancer. Ten states 
plus Washington, D.C., have 
already passed comprehen-
sive laws that restrict minors’ 
use of tanning beds, and many 
other states are considering 
similar measures.

States with indoor tanning 
laws have a lower teen tanning 
rate than states without such 
laws. Our elected officials 
should pass legislation to pro-
tect youth from the potentially 
deadly harms of exposure to 
ultraviolet radiation. Using a 
tanning device before the age 
of 35 increases one’s risk of 
developing melanoma—one 
of the deadliest cancers—by 
59%. Yet the pressure on teen-
agers to tan start as early as 
middle and high school—long 
before they’re old enough to 
understand the hazards of tan-
ning.

Virginia legislators should 
act on the Surgeon General’s 
advice by prohibiting anyone 
under the age of 18 from using 
indoor tanning devices. Such a 
measure would prevent need-
less suffering and death from 
skin cancer. 

Please contact your rep-
resentatives at the General 
Assembly and tell them you 
support HB 356, particularly 
Del. Ransone who sits on the 
sub-committee that will hear 
this bill.

 Amy S. Lamb, 
Callao

Protect youth
from indoor
tanning devices

The January 21 Rappah-
annock Record reported that 
”Oversight of biosolid applica-
tions is sufficient, say Virginia 
farmers.” Of course they say 
that. They get free fertilizer 
and bear no responsibility for 
the massive nutrient pollution 
that results.

The word “biosolid” was 
dreamed up to disguise the 
source of the waste, which is 
the solids resulting from pro-
cessing municipal sewage—
sewage sludge. The most 
“solid” “bio” I can identify is 
an elephant tusk, so the word is 
just plain stupid.

The land application of all 
forms of animal waste today 
(sewage sludge, poultry litter 
and manure) causes about 25% 
of Chesapeake Bay nutrient 

Ban sludge

pollution, more than was once 
caused by the point-source dis-
charge from wastewater treat-
ment plants. After spending 
billions of dollars and reducing 
Virginia’s point source nutri-
ent discharge by about half, 
no improvement in bay water 
quality is apparent.

Why not?
Because inefficient crop fer-

tilization, especially by using 
animal waste, has always been 
the largest source of bay nutri-
ent pollution and that has not 
changed.

Sludge application is “nitro-
gen-based” and assumes that 
30% of the applied nitrogen 
(N) is available to the succeed-
ing crop. Assuming a yield of 
175 bushels of grain per acre, 
and that each bushel contains 
about 0.4 pound of phospho-
rus pentoxide (P2O5) and one 
pound of N, 580 pounds of N 
(175/0.3) must be applied to 
each acre along with whatever 
P is in the sludge, about 250 
pounds. 

The grain harvested from an 
acre contains about 175 pounds 
of N and 70 pounds of P, so the 
disposal causes 400 pounds 
of N pollution and nearly 200 
pounds of P pollution per acre, 
depending on how much P 
was already present in the soil 
(which can be enough for the 
crop).

Unless the disposal of sludge 
(poultry litter and manure) by 
land application is banned, 
bay water quality can never 
improve.

Dr. Lynton S. Land,
Ophelia          

Letters policy
Letters on current 
events and other 

topics of community 
interest are welcome. 
Please observe the fol-

lowing guidelines:
Do:

-
sible. Keep letters to 
300 words or less.

include your address 
and phone number 
for verification, or 
clarification, even when 
emailing the letter.
Do not:

matters.

private businesses.

thank you letters, mali-
cious letters, promo-
tional letters, anony-
mous letters, or letters 
addressed to someone 
else.

one letter in two con-
secutive weeks.

All letters are subject 
to editing for length, 
clarity, or potentially 
libelous statements.

Something to cluck about.
How well do you know your 

chicken?
The National Chicken Coun-

cil recently launched www.
chickencheck.in to answer your 
questions about U.S. chicken 
production.

“The mission of Chicken 
Check In is to provide those who 
have questions with the level of 
information they want regard-
ing the care and safety of the 
chicken they eat,” said NCC vice 
president Tom Super. “We’re 
committed to continuing to 
build consumer trust by having 
open conversations and inviting 
Americans to ask the questions 
they have now and in the future 
as they learn more about chicken 
production.”

If you’ve never spent time on 
a poultry farm, this is the next 
best thing. The site is all about 
broilers, that’s poultry-speak for 
chickens raised for meat, not just 
any old egg-laying hen.

The site offers videos that 
put you on the farm and in the 
chicken house, to show you 
broiler production similar to 
what you’d find on the Delmarva 
Peninsula, or in the Shenandoah 
Valley.

They also offer infographics, 
facts, recipes and tips on safe 
handling and storage.

You can follow the path of a 
chicken from hatchery to farm 
to table. The only thing missing 
is that sweet, earthy, mouth-
watering aroma that reminds you 
where you are. 

Folks can get all tangled over 
what came first—the chicken or 
the egg—and lose sight of what’s 
important.

The chicken farmer came first, 
followed by the processor and 
the USDA inspector.

Among other facts to remem-
ber:

free in large barns.

USDA, means the chickens have 
access to the outdoors at some 
part of the day.

-
ing to the USDA, must meet 
standards for organic growing, 
production, handling, storage 
and processing. The standards 
prohibit the use of chemical 
fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides 
or antibiotics, and require feed 
made from organic ingredients, 
including organic grains.

to the USDA, has no artificial 
ingredients, coloring, or chemi-
cal preservatives, and is mini-
mally processed.

-
mones are used in the production 
of U.S. chicken.

by federal regulation, are free of 
antibiotics.

Naturally, all this talk about 
chicken is making me hungry. 
It’s time to get plucking and fire 
up the skillet.
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INFORMATIONAL 
OPEN HOUSE 

Norris Bridge Electric Transmission Rebuild 
and Relocation Project 

Dominion Virginia Power is planning a project to 
address the aging 2.2 miles of its electric 
transmission line that crosses the Rappahannock 
River. This segment of our 38 mile transmission 
line is partially attached to the Norris Bridge 
(Route 3) and is nearing its end-of-life and needs 
to be replaced. This transmission line provides 
critical electric service to supply bulk electricity 
to the area and is a primary source of electric 
power to approximately 19,000 customers on the 
Northern Neck peninsula.

PROJECT NEED AND BENEFITS

• Replace aging infrastructure that has been in 
place since 1962

• Gain increased reliability and operational efficiencies by upgrading and relocating 
the line. Rebuilding the line to current standards will reduce vulnerabilities of an 
aging line lessening the risk of outages — this will help maintain reliability and 
reduce the restoration time in the event of an outage

• Maintain safety for Dominion and VDOT crews and lessen potential hazards to the 
public — relocating off the bridge will lessen the frequency that Dominion and  
road crews will need to coordinate for line outages or lane closures and reduce 
road debris from impacting the line

We invite the community to join us at our informational Open House where you will 
have an opportunity to speak with our electric transmission experts about the 
project. There will not be a formal presentation; please feel free to attend as your 
time allows — the format is open, with various informational stations to visit.

To learn more, please visit our website, www.dom.com, keyword: Norris Bridge.   
You may also contact us by sending an email to powerline@dom.com.
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OPEN HOUSE
Thursday

February 11, 2016
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  

Mount Vernon  
Baptist Church

(basement) 

269 James Wharf Road 
White Stone, VA 22578

NPROJECT AREA
   Existing Structures

  (to be replaced)

Do you remember?
This late 1950s image shows the old-style parking along Main Street Kilmarnock. 
Note the four stations for buying gas, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee 
Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum. 

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Ryan T. McDougle

The first full week of the 2016 General 
Assembly Session came to a snowy end 

last week.
The work of considering bills is off to a 

brisk start, including one important piece of 
legislation, already approved by the General 
Assembly. House Bill 58 is “Emergency” leg-
islation to fix the Affordable Care Act, so that 
the current small group insurance market will 
continue to consist of businesses with 1-to-50 
employees. Congress acted last year to make 
this change, but states have to enact it for it to 
become effective. The move will heed off what 
would have otherwise been massive premium 
increases imposed upon businesses with 51-to-
100 employees. 

The bill passed by unanimous votes in the 
House and Senate. With few exceptions, bills 
passed during a General Assembly session 
go into effect on July 1. But since this bill 
is “Emergency” legislation, it will go to the 
governor and, with his signature, go into effect 
immediately.

 A second very important bill, SB 610 intro-
duced by Sen. Bryce Reeves, would maintain 
Virginia’s concealed carry reciprocity agree-
ments and protect law-abiding Virginians’ 
Second Amendment rights. I am confident this 
piece of legislation, along with many others 
dealing with gun rights, will pass both cham-
bers.

Gov. McAuliffe has already expressed his 
support in Attorney General Herring’s actions, 
which means any gun rights legislation will 
undoubtedly be vetoed. A two-thirds majority 
is required to overturn a veto by the governor, 
which means we are three votes short. As I 
continue to work with Senate leadership on 
this issue, I encourage you to reach out to sen-
ators across the aisle and ask for their support.

 With the closing of the week came the 
deadline to submit legislation. All of my bills 
have been assigned to committees and I will 

begin presenting them in the coming week. 
I will introduce 14 bills, with topics ranging 
from public schools’ systems of accreditation 
to bank franchise taxes. Visit lis.virginia.gov to 
see a comprehensive list of my bills and their 
descriptions.

One piece of legislation that I am always 
excited to introduce is SB359, which deals 
with the biennial appropriation process. This 
legislation would change the years the state 
budget will be introduced. Currently, at the 
end of his or her term, a governor proposes the 
upcoming biennial budget weeks before leav-
ing office.

The succeeding governor who takes office 
must transition into office in the middle of a 
former governor’s proposed budget and often 
does not support many items of the former 
governor’s proposed budget. This long-stand-
ing budget practice has been an inefficient 
process and my legislation would afford new 
governors their entire first year to carefully 
model and draft their own budget. 

With the changes of my legislation, the 
state’s fiscal calendar year would begin in an 
odd-numbered year and my colleagues and I 
would review the full budget during the ses-
sion of that odd-numbered year; therefore, the 
budget would be introduced in the proceeding 
even-numbered year by the governor. This bill 
is especially important this year, because it 
is a budget year and we will spend gratuitous 
amounts of time creating a sound budget for 
Virginia. If passed, this bill would make the 
budget process more efficient.

On Martin Luther King Jr. Day my office 
received many visitors. It is always great to 
see friendly faces at the Capitol from the dis-
trict. If you are planning a visit to the General 
Assembly Building, stop by room 314. If you 
are unable to visit, email district04@senate.
virginia.gov or call my office, 698-7504, to 
share your opinions on specific legislation.

Northumberland County Democrats will 
meet at 6 p.m. Thursday, January 28, at the Nor-
thumberland Public Library, 7204 Northumber-
land Highway, Heathsville. 

The Democrats want to start the New Year by 
looking at the creative talent that exists in the 
Northern Neck, said Frank Kober. 

Guest speakers will be Jeanne Johansen, 
award-winning author and chief executive offi-
cer of Deltaville-based High Tide Publications. 
Johansen’s most recent short stories appear in 
a collection of holiday-related stories entitled 
Chesapeake Bay Christmas.

Gwen Keene, who was born and raised in the 
Ditchley area, will discuss her writings. Keene’s 
newest book, Local Color, recounts her experi-

ences growing up on the lower Northern Neck. 
John Newcomb was born in Gloucester 

County. He worked at NASA during the early 
stages of the space program—the Lunar Orbit-
ers and the Viking Mars landing program. 
Newcomb will talk about his book, A Bunch 
of Plumbers, which recounts his experiences at 
NASA.

Dave Cariens, a retired CIA officer who lives 
in Northumberland County, will discuss his two 
books analyzing the school shootings in Vir-
ginia, as well as his books on intelligence and 
crime analysis.

The authors’ books will be available for pur-
chase. A short business meeting will follow the 
speakers’ presentations.

Democrats will hear
from regional authors

Republican voters in Lancaster County will 
meet Tuesday, February 16, to elect a chairman 
and members of the committee for the next two 
years. They will also elect delegates to the First 
District convention May 7 and the Republican 
state convention April 29 through 30.

The meeting will be held at Chesapeake Bank 
Training Center, 51 School Street, Kilmarnock, at 
7 p.m. A registration period will begin at 6 p.m. 
Pre-filing is required by 5 p.m. February 12. 

The Lancaster County Mass Meeting is open to 
all Republicans in the county, said party chairman 
Sue Clingan. Current membership on the Republi-
can Committee is not required to be eligible.

Lancaster County delegates to the state con-
vention in Harrisonburg will be choosing a state 
party chairman, a national committeeman and a 
national committeewoman, national Republican 

convention delegates and alternates, and presiden-
tial electors.

At the First District Republican convention 
in Fredericksburg, delegates will be electing a 
district chairman, three state central committee 
members, and three national convention delegates 
and alternates, as well as a presidential elector. 

To become a Lancaster delegate to either or 
both conventions, a voter must pre-file an appli-
cation and pay a voluntary fee. The fees are $35 
for the state convention and $5 for the district con-
vention.

To participate in the mass meeting, voters must 
obtain pre-file forms from Clingan. Call Clingan 
at 436-5749 to arrange to have the forms mailed 
or to be picked up in person.

Copies of the mass meeting and convention 
calls are posted at va1gop.org and virginia.gop.

Republicans to hold
mass meeting Feb. 16

Call 804-521-7581or email keepitinprint@vpa.net

Keep public 
notices within 
reach by keeping 

them in print 
in the pages of your 

dependable local newspaper. 

Provide your name and locality. 
We’ll tell Virginia legislators you want it in print. 

The evidence
speaks for itself

YOUR LETTERS

Unless one has been stranded 
on a desert island or trapped in a 
cave, it should come as no sur-
prise to discover that we live in 
a time of political chicanery and 
pseudoscience hooey.

For sheer sophistry, however, 
we need to look no farther than 
the ceaseless but baseless babble 
of anthropogenic global warm-
ing (AVG) denialists.

 Of the many falsehoods pro-
moted in the name of AVG deni-
alism, perhaps the most bogus 
is that there is no empirical evi-
dence that carbon dioxide has 
ever had any impact on global 
warming. It is a classic example 
of argumentum ad verecundiam 
(“argument from an unqualified 
authority”). 

Empirical evidence is knowl-
edge acquired by means of the 
senses; but it is more than simply 
data measured and recorded by 
scientists. Such data becomes 
information only when it is ana-
lyzed and interpreted according 
to the rules of scientific method. 
Thus, reliable information about 
AVG springs from trained and 
experienced climate scientists, 
not unqualified smatterers.

Although a solid base of 
theory and experimental evi-
dence demonstrating the effect 
of atmospheric CO2 on the 
energy balance of the earth 
and its contribution to climate 

change has existed for decades; 
recent research at the Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory 
and published in the journal 
Nature is one example of direct 
observational evidence of the 
radiative impact of increasing 
CO2.

This scientific report pres-
ents “observationally based 
evidence of clear-sky CO2 
surface radiative forcing that 
is directly attributable to the 
increase, between 2000 and 
2010, of 22 parts per million 

atmospheric CO2.” 
The authors of the article 

continue, “These results con-
firm theoretical predictions of 
the atmospheric greenhouse 
effect due to anthropogenic 
emissions, and provide empiri-
cal evidence of how rising CO2 
levels, mediated by temporal 
variations due to photosynthe-
sis and respiration, are affecting 
the surface energy balance.”

Res ipsa loquitur. 
Frank W. Fletcher,

Reedville

Newspapers Bring Learning to Life
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R I C H M O N D — J a n u a r y 
22 was the deadline for leg-
islators to file bills and joint 
resolutions for consideration 
during 2015 Virginia General 
Assembly. Some 2,622 bills 
and resolutions were intro-
duced.

Prior to the deadline, Dis-
trict 99 Del. Margaret B. Ran-
sone filed House Bill 1140 
prohibiting a Circuit Court 
clerk from recording a subdi-
vision plat unless the plat is 
approved by the local planning 
commission and meets other 
requirements.

The bill on January 21 was 
assigned to subcommittee 2 of 
the House committee on coun-
ties, cities and towns. The sub-
committee meets Wednesdays 
at 4 p.m. in the seventh floor 
west conference room of the 
General Assembly Building.

Del. Ransone also signed on 
as chief co-patron of House 
Bill 1163, filed by District 
18 Del. Michael J. Webert, to 
recognize out-of-state con-
cealed handgun permits. This 
bill provides that a holder of 
a concealed handgun permit 
issued by any state who is at 
least 21 years of age is autho-
rized to carry a concealed 
handgun in Virginia.

As drafted, the bill requires 
the attorney general to enter 
into agreements for recipro-
cal recognition with other 
states that require an agree-
ment to be in place before the 
state will recognize a Virginia 
concealed handgun permit as 
valid in the state.

Current law recognizes 
concealed handgun permits 
issued by states that provide a 
24-hour-a-day means of veri-
fication of the validity of the 
permits issued in that state and 
have requirements and qualifi-
cations that are adequate to 

prevent possession of a permit 
by persons who would be 
denied a permit in Virginia.

A subcommittee of the 
House committee on militia, 
police and public safety on 
January 21 recommended the 
bill for reporting, 4-1.

Among other bills of local 
interest, as of January 25:

Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission to adopt regula-
tions to implement the Inter-
state Fishery Management 
Plan for Atlantic Menhaden 
and authorize the VMRC to 
adopt regulations for man-
aging the Commonwealth’s 
menhaden fishery, on January 
13 was assigned to the Chesa-
peake subcommittee of the 
House committee on Agricul-
ture, Chesapeake and natural 
resources. The subcommittee 
meets Thursdays at 4 p.m. in 
the fifth floor east conference 
room.

-
ing for menhaden with purse 
nets in the Chesapeake Bay 
and its tributaries within one 
mile of mean low water; and 
within three miles of shoreline 
of Virginia Beach extending 
to the North Carolina border, 
on January 13 was assigned to 
the Chesapeake subcommit-
tee of the House committee on 
Agriculture, Chesapeake and 
natural resources.

person to be at least age 14 
and to successfully complete 
a boating safety education 
course to operate a motorboat 
of 10 horsepower or greater, 
on January 20 was tabled 
by voice vote of the natural 
resources subcommittee of the 
House committee on Agricul-
ture, Chesapeake and natural 
resources.

KILMARNOCK—On a fast 
track to early adjournment, the 
Kilmarnock town council on 
January 25 took a detour for 
a discussion about cats during 
the public comment period.

“Feral cats are behind 
McDonald’s and Davis Dodge,” 
said town citizen Steve Bonner. 
He reminded council that 
“your staff was instructed to do 
research and report back.” 

Council member Emerson 
Gravatt asked town planner 
Marshall Sebra to get more 
information. 

Meanwhile, Ed Davis of 
Davis Dodge was present and 
interjected, “Everybody here 
knows me. If you have a prob-
lem, come to me. Come to my 
office and talk to me, but don’t 
put it on paper.” 

“When three or more council 
members discuss something, it 
must be noted,” said town man-
ager Tom Saunders.  

Feral cat concerns aired at Kilmarnock council meeting

Ed Davis talks about the cats that make their home at 
Davis Dodge.

“People give their time and 
money to take care of the cats,” 
said Davis.

Mayor Mae Umphlett 
replied, “Yes, and there are 
also people who complain. I 
have received more than one 
complaint.”

“What are their complaints?” 

asked Bonner.
“Are the cats inoculated? 

Kids play at McDonald’s by 
Mr. Davis’s property—did any-
body complain to him?” asked 
council member Keith Butler.

“Investigate the story—we 
went through this once before,” 
said Davis.

Emily Headley of the 
Kilmarnock Animal Hospital 
later reported that to the best 
of her knowledge, the cats in 
question have been captured, 
inoculated, spayed and neu-
tered by Davis and the Animal 
Welfare League of the North-
ern Neck.
Other topics

Betsy Crowther was sworn in 
Monday night as Kilmarnock’s 
newest town council member. 
She fills the remaining half 
year of Chris Allen’s term on 
council. Allen resigned after 
moving to Richmond in a job 
transfer.

Crowther is a native of 
Kilmarnock and works in the 
real estate industry. The posi-
tion will be up for election in 
May; however, the term doesn’t 
officially end until July.

Saunders introduced an ordi-
nance directing a change in the 
investment of the town’s trust 
fund to The Virginia Asso-

ciation of Counties/Virginia 
Municipal League Virginia 
Investment Pool. This pool is 
used by the cities of Roanoke 
and Chesapeake.  

Saunders said the change 
could mean a “$15,000 to 
$30,000 per year increase in 
interest over where it is now.” 
Following a public hearing, 
council unanimously approved 
the ordinance, 6-0.

 Sebra presented a draft of 
guidelines for permitting of 
mobile trucks and push cart 
vendors within the Steptoe’s 
Overlay District that he said 
would not be onerous for 
vendors. Existing businesses 
would be grandfathered and 
would not be affected.

The draft is subject to 
review, discussion, revision 
and a public hearing prior to 
adoption.

Deputy town manager/com-
munity development direc-
tor Susan Cockrell presented 

a prelude to the “Virginia’s 
River Realm, Find your Shore-
line” program, which should 
be launched in about 30 days. 
The focus of the roll-out will 
include Hampton Roads, 
Richmond, Northern Virginia, 
Maryland and local media, 
and will provide the target 
market with an “emotional 
connection to the region,” said 
Cockrell.

Saunders praised the town 
staff for keeping things up 
and running during and after 
the snow. He said he received 
complaints “about how the 
streets were plowed, but that’s 
VDOT and I think they did a 
good job.”

Council member Dr. Curtis 
Smith said he will attend the 
Dominion Virginia Power 
informational open house Feb-
ruary 11 at Mount Vernon Bap-
tist Church regarding the util-
ity’s transmission power line 
project.

State legislators wrangling 2,622 bills and resolutions

membership of the Northern 
Neck-Middle Peninsula Public 
Education Consortium to 
include King George County 
and King William counties, 
was assigned to a subcommit-
tee on elementary and second-
ary education of the House 
committee on education. The 
subcommittee on January 20 
recommended it for reporting, 
9-0. 

shorelines from taxes, remains 
in the House committee on 
finance, which meets Mon-
days at 8:30 a.m. in the ninth 
floor appropriations room.

-
sure of storage or land appli-
cation of industrial waste and 
sewage sludge, on January 17 
was assigned to the Chesa-
peake subcommittee of the 
House committee on Agricul-
ture, Chesapeake and natural 
resources.

hearings for electrical trans-
mission line siting, on Janu-
ary 15 was  assigned to a 
special subcommittee on 
energy of the House commit-
tee on commerce and energy. 
The subcommittee on energy 
meets at the call of the chair-
man, District 1 Del. Terry G. 
Kilgore.

membership of the VMRC by 
adding a recreational user of 
water and owner of property 
that abuts the waters in Vir-
ginia Beach, on January 21 
was tabled by voice vote of 
the Chesapeake subcommit-
tee of the House committee on 
Agriculture, Chesapeake and 
natural resources.

rents for oyster or clam plant-
ing grounds within 1,000 feet 
of the shoreline from $1.50 
per acre to $5,000 per acre, 
remains in the Senate commit-
tee on agriculture, conserva-
tion and natural resources. The 
committee meets Thursdays a 
half-hour after adjournment in 
Senate room B of the General 
Assembly Building. District 
28 Sen. Richard H. Stuart is 
the committee chairman.

allowable menhaden landings 
from 144,272.84 metric tons 
per year to 158,700.12 metric 
tons per year and to repeal the 
sunset provision that would 
have removed the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commis-
sion’s authority to establish 
the annual harvest cap for the 
purse seine fishery for Atlantic 
menhaden, on January 21 was 
reported from the Senate com-
mittee on agriculture, conser-
vation and natural resources, 
15-0. The bill passed the first 
Senate reading January 25, 
39-0.

to petition for expungement of 
convictions and deferred dis-
position dismissals for mari-
juana possession, underage 
alcohol possession, and using 

-
ceutical processors to manu-
facture and provide cannabi-
diol oil and THC-A oil, was 
filed January 21 and referred 
to the Senate committee on 
education and health, which 
meets at 8 a.m. Thursdays in 
Senate room B.

cent per bag tax on plastic 
bags provided to customers 
by certain retailers in locali-
ties located wholly within the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed, 
on January 20 was passed 
by indefinitely by the Senate 
committee on finance, 10-5.

membership of the VMRC by 
adding a recreational user of 
water and owner of property 
that abuts the waters in Vir-
ginia Beach, remains in the 

Senate committee on agricul-
ture, conservation and natural 
resources.

excluder device on recre-
ational crab pots, remains 
in the Senate committee on 
agriculture, conservation and 
natural resources.

-
tion for taking up to one bushel 
of oysters for personal use 
on Sunday to those Sundays 
within a prescribed oyster har-
vest season and from public 
oyster grounds or unleased 
bottom that has been desig-
nated as open for harvesting, 
on January 21 was reported 
from the Senate committee 
on agriculture, conservation 
and natural resources, 15-0. 
The bill passed the first Senate 
reading January 25, 39-0.

a false ID to obtain alcohol 
when the offense occurred 
prior to the person’s 21st 
birthday and five years have 
elapsed since the date of com-
pletion of all terms of sentenc-
ing and probation, remains 
in the Senate committee for 
courts of justice. The commit-
tee meets Mondays at 8 a.m. 
and Wednesdays 15 minutes 
after adjournment in Senate 
room B.

-
imum wage from $7.25 per 
hour to $8 per hour effective 
July 1, 2016, to $9 per hour 
effective July 1, 2017, and to 
$10.10 per hour effective July 
1, 2018, remains in the Senate 
committee on commerce and 
law, which meets Mondays, 15 
minutes after adjournment in 
Senate room B.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of super-
visors will meet at 7 p.m. 
tonight, January 28, in the 
County Administration Build-
ing, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster.

Supervisors will recognize 
Ronnie Crockett, who recently 
retired after 32 years as Lan-
caster County Sheriff.

Among other business, 
Kilmarnock deputy town 
manager Susan Cockrell will 
address the regional brand-
ing initiative and the Virginia 
Oyster Trail. 

Virginia Department of 
Transportation representatives 
will report on recent snow 
removal efforts.

Supervisors also will con-
sider tax exemption requests, 
lease agreements for the Emer-
gency Communications Radio 
System and connection bids for 
the Greentown sewer system.

A public hearing will be held 
on amendments to the capital 
improvement budget to pur-
chase new voting machines.

Land use hearings will 

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school 
board will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday, February 1, in the 
School Administration Office, 
2172 Northumberland High-
way, Lottsburg. 

The February meeting date 
was moved from the second to 
the first Monday of the month 
due to President’s Day.

WHITE STONE—The town 
council will meet at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, February 4, in the 
White Stone Town Hall, 433 Rap-
pahannock Drive, White Stone.

According to town manager 
Patrick Frere, public hearings 
will be held on a downtown 
revitalization grant and a pro-
posed increase in the town’s 
cigarette tax. 

Council will first seek public 
input regarding a Commu-
nity Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) application for a project 
in the commercial area of town. 
Council is seeking suggestions 
from business owners and resi-
dents on business, housing, com-
munity and infrastructure needs, 
said Frere. Information will be 
available on the amount of fund-
ing available, benefits for low- 
and moderate-income persons, 
eligible activities and displace-
ment plans and assistance. 

Council also will seek public 
input on a proposed amendment 
to the cigarette tax ordinance 
which would allow the town to 
increase the tax from 15 cents per 
pack to 25 cents per pack.

The Agenda
Local Government News

by Tom Kimmitt

Sledding in Weems
From left, Hannah Wilmer and Brooke Elbourn enjoy 
the snow. More snow photos appear on page D3. Photo by 
Denni Wilmer

address applications submitted 
by:

Nikida Curry (purchaser) to 
place an individual manufac-
tured home on a 2.269-acre 
parcel off Merry Point Road 
near its intersection with Buz-
zards Neck Road.

Marilyn Hill to place an indi-
vidual manufactured home on 
a one-acre parcel at 696 Johns 
Neck Road.

-
unteer Fire Department to place 
a 195-foot emergency services 
communications tower on a 
1.376-acre agricultural parcel 
at 10345 River Road.


