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RICHMOND—Dominion Virginia Power did not appeal the State Corpora-
tion Commission decision halting construction of transmission towers across 
the Rappahannock River pending a full SCC review.

The deadline to file an appeal was January 11.
A company representative sent a letter last week to Lancaster County notify-

ing supervisors the utility will proceed with an application for full review by 
the SCC sometime in the first quarter of 2016.   

“Dominion respectfully requests that you submit any comments or share 
any additional interests you feel would have a bearing on the proposed proj-
ect,” wrote Amanda Mayhew, the utility’s siting and permitting specialist.

Previously, Dominion bypassed the SCC, claiming the project was routine 
maintenance and did not need approval from that agency.

Supervisors complained that Dominion had not been forthcoming with 
information on the project and sent the county attorney to join a citizen law-
suit to halt the project.

The SCC ruled last month in favor of the citizen and required Dominion to 
file an application with the commission.

Dominion Power will seek
full review of transmission
line tower project by SCC

by Audrey Thomasson

Snowmen arrive
While most families snuggled by the hearth during the dusting last 
Sunday, the Terry family at 27 Byway Circle, Kilmarnock, ventured 
outdoors to frolic in the snow. From left are Sam Terry, Trevor 
Pittman, 7, “Frederick the Snowman,” McKenzie Pittman, 5, and 
Sarah Terry. McKenzie also made a smaller snowman she named 
“Freddie.” Folks may have another opportunity to play in the snow 
this weekend. Forecasters are calling for a major winter storm to hit 
Virginia. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster 
school board last week decided to 
hold its monthly meetings on a new 
day. 

At the request and motion of new 
member Audrey Thomasson, the 
school board voted unanimously, 
5-0, to change its meeting day from 
the second Monday of the month to 
6:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday at 
Lancaster Middle School, 191 School 
Street, Kilmarnock. Next month’s 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 9. 

The gavel was returned to Dr. 
Robert Westbrook, who was re-
elected board chairman. Thomasson 
was elected vice chairman. Three new 
board members elected in November, 
including Thomasson, Joan Gravatt 
and Kenya Moody, sat on the board 
for the first time last Monday night. 
They joined returning members West-
brook and Bob Smart. 

Westbrook was reappointed to the 
Northern Neck Regional Special Edu-
cation Board and the Northern Neck 
Regional Technical Education Board. 
Smart was reappointed to the Chesa-
peake Bay Governor’s Board. Gravatt 
was appointed as the Virginia School 
Board Association delegate, the ex-
officio member of the Lancaster Edu-
cation Foundation and to the Partners 

Three new board members were elected to the Lancaster County School Board in November, including 
Audrey Thomasson (left) and Joan Gravatt. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi   

Lancaster school board to
meet on second Tuesdays

Kenya Moody is the new District 
2 representative on the Lancaster 
County School Board. Photo by Lisa 
Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

for Lancaster School Foundation. 
Moody was appointed as the alter-

nate delegate to the Virginia School 
Board Association and will serve with 
Westbrook on the regional special 
education board. Westbrook said he 
would like to phase off of that board 
and be replaced by Moody. 

Deborah Pulliam was approved 
as the clerk and Jennifer Benson as 
the deputy clerk of the board. Assis-
tant superintendent Dan Russell 
was authorized to act in the absence 

of superintendent Steve Parker for 
approval of monthly bills and payroll. 

Parent Sandy Zeiler was reap-
pointed to chair the Lancaster County 
Special Education Advisory Commit-
tee. 

All of the board’s appointments 
were approved unanimously. 

In other action items, the board 
unanimously approved a number of 
new staffers, substitutes and tutors. 
Staff approvals included retired USAF 
Col. Daniel S. McNulty as a JROTC 
instructor, Michelle Grover as a high 
school special education teacher and 
Stephanie Henley as a middle school 
instructional assistant. 

Five new substitute teachers were 
approved as well as an ESL tutor at 
the middle school. Six tutoring sti-
pends were approved, including five 
at the middle school and one at the 
high school. 

During the public comment por-
tion, parent C.D. Hathaway of Weems 
asked about the approval and search 
for new head coaches and assistants 
for the varsity and JV softball teams. 
Hathaway, who also questioned the 
board about the search during the 
December meeting, said he under-
stood there had been only one candi-
date and there are four job openings. 

Word is out: Virginia Oyster Trail is making news
by Audrey Thomasson

From Virginia waters to the Houston plains and 
bright lights of Toronto, the news is spreading 
about the Commonwealth’s burgeoning oyster 
harvest and newly launched Virginia Oyster Trail.

“I had no clue whatsoever that this story would 
be in the Houston Chronicle,” said Dudley Pat-
teson, who, along with his wife, Peggy, owns The 
Dog and Oyster Winery in Irvington. 

The Pattesons were in Houston last month 
visiting their daughter when an article featuring 
Virginia’s Oyster Trail appeared in the Houston 
Chronicle’s December 13 edition. Written by 
a Canadian travel writer, the story featured an 
interview with Patteson and area waterman Lacy 
Rose along with coverage of The Tides Inn and 
other places along the trail. Patteson was thrilled 
to see the article because it showed “how well 
we’re doing,” he said.

Ironically, just a day earlier, he read the Chron-
icle’s coverage of what a 42-year Galveston 
Bay oysterman called “one of the worst (oyster 
seasons) I’ve ever seen” along the Texas coast. 
According to the story, a 2008 hurricane suffo-
cated oyster reefs in silt. Two years later Texas 
was hit by a drought that slowed fresh water to 
the Galveston Bay, thereby increasing the bay’s 
salinity and creating a perfect environment 
for diseases and predators of oysters. The per-
fect storm of events was topped off by the BP 
Deepwater Horizon oil platform disaster which 
resulted in oyster beds drowning in oil. 

Over the past 11 years, the oyster harvest in 
Virginia has increased from 24,000 bushels in 
2003 to an estimated 659,000 bushels last year, 
according to preliminary harvest reports from the 
Virginia Marine Resources Commission.

 This is the highest level seen since 1986 and is 
24% more than the 533,000 bushels last year and 

61% more than the 409,000 bushels harvested in 
2012.

 The dockside value of the oyster harvest 
increased to $33.8 million last year, up from 
$22.2 million in 2013.
Virginia Oyster Trail

Gov. Terry McAuliffe and the Virginia Tourism 
Corporation (VTC) launched the Virginia Oyster 
Trail in November.

Since then, the Virginia Oyster Trail has 
received extensive publicity in the Virginia and 
Washington, D.C., markets. But the Houston 
coverage, which was also featured in the Toronto 
Sun in November, can be credited to the efforts 
of the VTC in introducing travel writers to the 
industry’s success story.

“Virginia tourism has done a great job getting 
the word out that this thing is happening, said 
Kilmarnock’s deputy town manager Susan Cock-
rell. The Oyster Trail introduces visitors to res-

taurants and vineyards where they can compare 
the different flavors of the oysters from different 
waters and pair them with appropriate wines, she 
added. 

However, marketing efforts are also being 
directed toward education through the heritage 
branch of the industry. Several local watermen 
will offer working boat tours so visitors can expe-
rience hands-on oyster and crab harvesting.

“The Oyster Academy…will introduce people 
to watermen so they can see what their life is like. 
They get a 25-minute class, then go out on the 
water,” Cockrell said.

“Watermen have been doing this for years 
without recognition and thanks,” said Patteson. 
“Now they’ll realize what they’re doing has an 
impact not only on tourism, but economic devel-
opment as well. The impact will be felt on people 
deciding to live here, retire here or build second 
homes here.”

SCHOOL BOARD, continued on page A2
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His concern is that the season 
begins in late February with 
tryouts and neither team has a 
head coach or assistant coach. 

Three Lancaster Middle 
School students voiced their 
concern that the uniform 
policy is too restrictive. One 
said he was made to remove 
his zip-sweatshirt and was 
sent to the office because it 
was not a half-zip the uniform 

policy would allow. Although 
the sweatshirt had a hood, he 
didn’t have it on his head. The 
students also said that bul-
lying and teasing still occur 
despite the policy. 

Two parents also voiced 
their concerns about suspen-
sions and discipline at the 
middle school. Too many stu-
dents are being sent home for 
minor infractions, they said.

LOTTSBURG—Northum-
berland’s broadcast journal-
ism class is going online with 
live coverage of school events.

Teacher Michael McCor-
mick on January 11 explained 
the Tomahawk Television Net-
work program to the school 
board.

According to McCormick, 
the broadcast journalism class 
is providing streaming of high 
school sports events, band and 
choir concerts and other con-
tent to enhance the visibility 
of school events.

“I am not here to ask for 
money, all funding would 
come from the local business 
community,” said McCor-
mick.

Advertising content would 
be created by the class and 
broadcast on Tomahawk Tele-
vision Network events as well 
as in the businesses’ other 
media.

“McCormick has exceeded 
all expectations” with this 
project, said NHS principal 
Dr. Travis Burns.

District 5 member Gayle 
Sterrett made a motion to 
allow the project to continue, 
which was unanimously (5-0) 
approved. Sterrett, District 1 
member Dana O’Bier, District 
2 member and chairman Dean 
Sumner, District 3 member 
Gerald Howard and District 
4 member and vice chairman 
Betty Christopher voted in 
favor of the motion.

During the annual re-
organizational session, the 
board voted to keep regular 
meetings at 6 p.m. on second 
Mondays at the school board 
office, 2172 Northumberland 
Highway, Lottsburg.

The next meeting, a 
rescheduled budget session, 
will be held at 5 p.m. Feb-
ruary 1. Superintendent Dr. 
Rebecca Gates indicated she 
is working an a budget with 
capital improvements that 
could include a new roof for 
the elementary school.
Other programs

Gifted services coordinator 
Shauna McCranie presented a 
2-step process for determining 
gifted students which would 

KILMARNOCK—At the 
top of the Lancaster school 
board’s capital improvement 
wish list for the next fiscal 
year is money to renovate the 
Lancaster Community Library 
(LCL) building in Kilmarnock. 

The school board purchased 
the building at 235 School 
Street, which is adjacent to 
Lancaster Middle School, late 
last fall and has put at the top 
of its fiscal year 2017 capi-
tal improvement plan some 
$350,000 to renovate the build-
ing. 

However, board member Bob 
Smart and chairman Dr. Robert 
Westbrook admitted to new 
board member Audrey Thom-
asson that a concrete plan is not 
yet in place for how the build-
ing is going to be used. 

There have been discussions 
of it being used for early child-
hood development and even 
partnering with the Northern 
Neck Family YMCA for that 
use, said superintendent Steve 
Parker. 

“A lot depends on what we 
see as the future of our facili-
ties,” he said. 

A school facilities committee 
is reviewing the needs of the 
county’s three school buildings 
to determine functionality and 
if new buildings are needed. 

“I’m a little taken back that 
we bought a building we don’t 
know what we’re going to do 
with,” said parent C.D. Hatha-
way during the public comment 
portion of the meeting. 

“We [the board] admitted we 

Lancaster school board 
forwards $628,900 
improvement plan for 
county’s consideration

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi bought a building that we don’t 
know what we’re going to do 
with but our top priority is to 
spend 350 grand to renovate it. 
That bothers me,” added Hatha-
way. 

Westbrook and Smart sat on 
the board that purchased the 
library building. New board 
members Thomasson, Joan 
Gravatt and Kenya Moody were 
elected in November and just 
joined the board for their first 
meeting last week. 

The LCL is renovating the 
former River Lanes & Grill 
building, 16 Town Centre Drive, 
Kilmarnock.

Director of operations John 
Mann introduced the capital 
improvement plan he would 
like to present to the Lancaster 
County planning commission in 
February. According to Mann, 
the commission meets prior to 
the school board’s next meet-
ing and he urged the board to 
pass the CIP, saying the “early 
bird gets the worm.” Other 
county departments, including 
the sheriff’s department, will 
submit their wish lists soon, he 
added. 

Thomasson moved to 
approve the CIP, which included 
five items of priority for 2017 
and carried possible projects 
through 2022. Smart made the 
second with the board voting 
unanimously to pass the plan, 
5-0. 

The money for the library 
funding is an appropriation 
rollover from the 2016 budget, 
according to Mann. 

In addition to the library ren-
ovation, priority items for 2017 

would cost $278,900, includ-
ing $178,000 to purchase one 
new 66-passenger school bus 
and one special education bus, 
matching funds for a school 
security grant (up to $25,000), 
$47,900 for site selection 
and land purchase study and 
$28,000 to replace an air han-
dler at the high school. 

Long-term projects through 
2022 include new bus pur-
chases, equipment replace-
ments and funding for a spring 
sports complex, including light-
ing and construction of base-
ball and softball fields, tennis 
courts, and an all-weather track. 
The sports complex project is 
slated for 2021. 

Thomasson questioned 
whether the construction of a 
spring sports complex would 
eliminate the need for the 
school’s baseball and softball 
teams to play at Dream Fields, 
the county’s Little League com-
plex at 1385 Irvington Road, 
Kilmarnock. The school board 
currently pays $15,000 per year 
to rent the facility for practice 
and game use by its middle and 
high school baseball and soft-
ball teams.

Mann said that would be 
up to the board and of course, 
whether new schools are slated 
to be built. Again, he said, it 
depends on what the county 
decides to do with its current 
facilities.

From left are Michael McCormick and Dr. Travis Burns.

Northumberland 
school board
endorses student
television network

by Tom Kimmitt not discriminate against any 
student. This process received 
unanimous approval from the 
board.

Students who receive supe-
rior teacher, administrator or 
parental referrals and ratings 
and 85% or higher Measurable 
Academic Progress (MAP) are 
eligible, said McCranie.

Students are assessed “based 
on their grade point average, 
ability testing, achievement 
testing and teacher rating 
scales,” she said.

Alternative Education Pro-
gram coordinator Martha 
Hicks explained the Second 
Chance Academy. Students 
are taught core subjects in an 
educational setting apart from 
the regular school setting, said 
Hicks.

 Negative student behaviors 
are addressed in this program 
four days per week and coun-
seling is offered with empha-
sis on changing destructive 
behavior, she said. Drug 
counseling and recognizing 
and implementing alternative 
actions are components of the 
AEP.  

Seven students were 
recently released from the 
program and returned to the 
general academic program, 
said Hicks. The regional AEP 
was previously in Richmond 
County. 

Hicks said the program is 
like “an old fashioned one-
room school house and stu-
dents come into the program 
one way and leave different.”

School board
continued from page A1

 NAMI donation
Sandy Mottesheard of the 

National Alliance on Mental 
Illness Mid-Tidewater chapter 
recently presented a $500 dona-
tion for the Circle of Hope to 
Charles Walsh, executive direc-
tor of the Middle Peninsula-
Northern Neck Community Ser-
vices Board.

The Circle of Hope is a 
program of the CSB that pro-
vides emergency financial help 
to those diagnosed with a mental 
illness. The NAMI provides edu-
cation, support and advocacy 
for persons living with mental 
illness and those who care for 
them. Learn more at nami-mid-
tidewater.org, namimidtidewa-
ter@gmail.com, or 684-1480. 

 Suicide prevention
The Middle Peninsula North-

ern Neck Community Services 
Board Prevention Services 
Division in partnership with the 
Coalition for Healthy Virginia 
Communities will sponsor a 
regional suicide prevention task 
force meeting from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. February 18 at the Lan-
caster Community Library, 235 
School Street, Kilmarnock.

Registration is required. The 
registration deadline is Febru-
ary 15. Register at surveymon-
key.com/r/TF021816, call 642-
5402 or email prevent@mpnn.
state.va.us.

NEWS 
BREAK
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The Dandelion
4372 Irvington Road, Irvington, Virginia

Monday-Saturday 10 am - 5 pm

Celebrating 40 Stylish Years

Inventory Blow-Out Sale!
EVERYTHING  
in the Store - 

20-75% off!
Sportswear, Dresses, 
Accessories, Shoes, Boots, 
Jewelry, Scarves, Handbags,
Gifts & Decorative Accessories 

Hurry in! Sale ends 
January 30th!
VOTE for The Dandelion!
Best of Virginia 2016
go to: VirginiaLiving.com
for details!
Voting ends 
January 22nd!

Located in Kilmarnock 
has a few child slots available.  

We offer child care for ages 1 through 5, 
Monday through Friday from 7:30 am to 5:30 pm.  If you are 

looking for a nurturing home based daycare that will help en-
courage your child in early development and social interaction, 

call to set up your tour today. Licensed through the Virginia 
Department of Social Services, FDH.

Mary Lorenzino, 804-761-7107

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

WAKE—An emergency 
parachute, designed to save 
an ultralight aircraft, did not 
deploy during the crash of an 
ultralight near Wake in Mid-
dlesex County on Thursday, 
January 14.

The pilot and sole occupant, 
Gilbert Dennis Gregory of the 
14000 block of George Wash-
ington Highway, Glenns, died 
in the crash, reported Virginia 
State Police (VSP) spokesper-
son Sgt. Michelle Anaya. 

Witnesses Ralph Pollard and 
Sam Davis both said they heard 
the ultralight’s engine sputter 
and a loud pop, and then saw 
the plane going down. Pollard 
immediately called 911 about 2 
p.m. to report the incident. Pol-
lard said he then assisted Will 
Vest of the Lower Middlesex 
Volunteer Fire Department as 
well as members of the Hart-
field Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment (HVFD) in positioning 
Vest’s drone camera over the 
general area where Pollard 
saw the plane descend. At 2:58 
p.m. a helicopter successfully 
located the wreckage. 

HVFD chief Alan Blake 
said the ultralight crashed 
in a densely-wooded section 
off Regent Road just north 
of Wake Road. Firefighters 
attempted to clear a path to 
the wreckage using chainsaws. 
Blake called for assistance 
from the Virginia Department 
of Forestry (VDOF). Dave 
Milby of the VDOF then used 
a bulldozer to carve a 300-yard 
path to the plane. 

Chief Blake said the 
deceased pilot was still in the 
aircraft when the first-respond-
ers arrived.

Middlesex Emergency 
Services Coordinator Mark 
Nugent explained that after 
obtaining proper clearance 
from the State Medical Exam-
iner’s Office, the Federal Avia-
tion Agency (FAA) and the 
National Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB), crews from the 
HVFD performed a lengthy 
extrication of the victim, 
whose body was turned over to 
the Virginia State Police. 

Firefighters remained on the 
scene until 9 p.m. because the 
rocket-powered emergency 
parachute had not deployed, 
and there were concerns that it 
posed a safety risk, said Chief 
Blake. 

Nugent explained that the 
aircraft was equipped with a 

Virginia State Police released this photo of the crash site 
to the media.

Glenns pilot killed in 
ultralight aircraft crash

by Tom Chillemi
and Tom Kimmitt

From left, Ralph Pollard describes where he saw the plane go down as Will Vest uses a 
drone to search for the wreckage. Photo by Tom Kimmitt

ballistic recovery parachute, 
which is a parachute in a cyl-
inder that is attached to the rear 
of the aircraft. It can be acti-
vated in an emergency by the 
pilot. It is deployed through a 
ballistic charge that shoots the 
parachute up clear of the air-
craft. 

“Unfortunately, the cylinder 
was intact and not activated,” 
said Nugent. First-responders 
worked around this device, to 
ensure it was not disturbed, he 
added. 

A Virginia State Police Bomb 
Disposal Unit was called to 
the scene to properly detonate 
the device. “If anyone heard a 
loud boom on Thursday night, 
this was due to the detonation 
of the ballistic recovery para-
chute,” said Nugent.  

Searching 
The ultralight had taken off 

from Hummel Airfield at Top-
ping, which is about 3 miles 
north of the crash site.  

Minutes after the first 
report of a crash, a helicopter 
was requested to assist, said 
Nugent. The closest helicopter, 
Life Evac, was not available.  

Dispatchers in the Middle-
sex 911 center immediately 
located the next closest heli-
copter, which was the MedStar 
Washington Hospital Center 
helicopter. 

Additional search assistance 
was received from a VSP heli-
copter based in Chesterfield. 

Private pilot Oscar Barber 
offered his airplane in the 
search, said Nugent. Barber 

and co-pilot Rusty Gill flew 
Middlesex Sheriff David 
Bushey above the scene in 
search of the crash site. Within 
a short timeframe, the air-
plane and helicopter were able 
to locate the crash site, and 
guided ground crews to the 
exact location.  

Unfortunately, the area of 
the crash site was extremely 
difficult to access by foot, said 
Nugent. “The initial opera-
tions were immediate, in the 
hopes of performing a suc-
cessful rescue and removal of 
any victim,” he said. “Unfortu-
nately, the pilot did not survive 
and the operation moved into 
recovery mode.”

With the preliminary path 
cleared, first-responders were 
able to gain access to the 
site with the sheriff ’s office 
4-wheel-drive “Mule” vehicle, 
which was used to transport 
extrication equipment, genera-
tors, lights, and personnel to 
the crash scene, said Nugent.

Also responding were per-
sonnel from the Middlesex 
County Volunteer Rescue 
Squad headquartered in Del-
taville. 

“I appreciate the hard work 
of everyone who responded to 
this catastrophic event in our 
community. Their hard work 
did not go unnoticed,” said 
Nugent.

 The FAA, NTSB and state 
police investigated the crash. 
The FAA registry indicates the 
plane is a Flightstar II N82652 
fixed-wing single-engine 
model.

KILMARNOCK—Chief of 
Police Mike Bedell Tuesday 
reported on a number of crimes 
in Kilmarnock as well as a sin-
gle-vehicle accident at the Hub-
bard Insurance Office on North 
Main Street. 

Friday night, town police 
responded to a report of a stolen 
vehicle at McDonalds on North 
Main Street. The vehicle was 
owned by one of the employ-
ees. Bedell said the employee 
left the doors unlocked and the 
keys in the car. “The vehicle was 
found Sunday parked at Bayside 
Garage on Route 200 outside 
Kilmarnock,” he said.

While town police were 
responding to the stolen vehicle 

incident, the Lancaster Sheriff’s 
Department covered an accident 
at 30 North Main. According 
to Major Bill Webb, sheriff’s 
dispatchers received a report at 
6:32 p.m. Friday that a driver 
had crashed into the Hubbard 
Insurance Building. 

John Townes, 84, of White 
Stone lost control of his vehicle, 
which jumped the curb, took out 
a lamp post and plowed into the 
building, said Webb. The driver 
was not issued a summons, 
however a medical review was 
ordered for him. 

“A building inspector was 
called out to assess the damage,” 
Webb reported. Compensation 
for damages to the building and 
a light pole are being worked out 
between the driver, business and 

the town, he added.
Also responding to the acci-

dent was the Kilmarnock-Lan-
caster Volunteer Rescue Squad 
and the Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department. No injuries 
were reported.
Residential burglary

A residential burglary 
occurred in the 100 block of Bel-
levue Avenue, near the carnival 
grounds, between January 8 and 
11. The resident was out of town 
at the time, so the exact day the 
theft occurred is unknown. 

“There didn’t appear to be a 
forced entry,” said Bedell. The 
resident reported the theft of a 
large amount of jewelry. The 
value has not been determined, 
and the jewelry was not insured.

Bedell said he doesn’t believe 

it was a random burglary. “It’s 
like leaving your keys in an 
unlocked vehicle. The situation 
didn’t make it too hard for them 
to enter,” he said.

The third event occurred in 
the early morning hours Sunday 
at the Subway shop on North 
Main Street when a thief broke 
in and stole $350. 

“They broke through the glass 
door and stole the bank bag,” 
Bedell said. He noted the bag 
was not locked up or hidden 
from view. 

All three crimes are under 
investigation.

Bedell asked anyone with 
information to call 435-1200, or 
Lancaster County Crime Solvers 
at 462-7463.

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Patrick McCranie this 
week reported felony charges 
against one individual.

Christopher M. Carnes, 34, of 
Beach Road, was charged Janu-
ary 14 with two counts of abduc-
tion, four counts of breaking and 
entering to commit a felony, four 
counts of grand larceny, posses-
sion of a firearm by a convicted 
felon and use of a firearm in the 
commission of a felony.
Activity report

January 11: Staff received 
a walk-in complaint of property 
destruction on Windmill Point 
Road (complainant reported that 
a vehicle had caused damage to 
his cover crop and field), and a 
a report of suspicious persons 
near the 100 block of High Bank 
Road. Staff responded to a report 
of suspicious persons at the 700 
block of Rappahannock Drive.

January 12: Staff responded 
to the 700 block of Devil’s 
Bottom Road for a report of a 
sexual assault, abduction and 
violation of a protective order, 
to a report of property damage 
at the 9000 block of Mary Ball 
Road, and to the 200 block of 
Piney Point for a report of U.S. 
currency and prescription drugs 
taken from a residence. Staff 
received a walk-in complaint of 
a counterfeit check written on 
the victim’s account. 

January 13: Staff responded 
to the 500 block of Rappah-
annock Drive for a report of 
a hit-and-run motor vehicle 
crash and received a report of 
attempted fraud (citizen reported 
he received a message on his 
iPhone that it was locked and 
he was given a phone number 
to contact. When he called he 
immediately realized that the 
questions asked were intended 
to acquire account and identifi-
cation information).

January 14: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of McCullough 
Drive for a report of breaking and 
entering of a residence and sev-
eral items missing, and to the 300 
block of Edgewood Farm Road 
for a reported larceny of jewelry.

January 15: Staff responded 
to the 200 block of Oak Leaf 
Drive for a reported domestic 
disturbance (parties were sepa-
rated for the night), and to the 
2600 block of Irvington Road for 
a reported fight in progress (dis-
turbance was found to be verbal 
in nature and parties were sepa-
rated).

January 16: Staff responded 
to a residence near the intersec-
tion of Johns Neck and Carters 
Cove roads for a fight in progress 
and to the 10400 block of Jesse 
duPont Memorial Highway for 
a reported hit-and-run involving 
property damage.

January 17: Staff responded 
to a weather-related auto accident 
call on Courthouse Road and to 
the 100 block of Meadowview 
Lane for report of a larceny.

Staff also conducted 18 traffic 
stops, issued four summonses, 
assisted three motorists, handled 
four calls for traffic control, inves-
tigated eight building alarms, 
logged four inmate transports, 
received five E911 hang-up calls 
and fielded five calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
separate traffic crashes on Jarvis 
Point and at East Church and 
First streets.

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a traffic crash on the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge.

Chief Bedell reports incidents in Kilmarnock
by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFF’S 
REPORT

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Town Council will 
meet at 7 p.m. Monday, January 25, in the Town Hall, 1 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

Town manager Tom Saunders said the meeting will include 
committee reports and a discussion of how to safely invest to 
protect the economic interests of the town.

A related public hearing will be held on a proposal to amend 
the town code to include text authorizing membership and par-
ticipation in the Virginia Municipal League/Virginia Association 
of Counties investment pool.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland County 
Planning Commission will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, Janu-
ary 21, at the Northumberland County Courts Building, 39 Judi-
cial Place, Heathsville. An organizational session will be held for 
the 2016 term.

Meanwhile, county administrator Luttrell Tadlock indicated an 
interest in hiring a full-time county planner. Information regard-
ing the position is available at www.co.Northumberland.va.us or 
by phoning 580-7666.

LANCASTER—The Lancaster County Planning 
Commission will review the zoning ordinances from the com-
prehensive plan beginning at 7 p.m. Thursday, January 21. The 
meeting will be held at the County Administration Building, 
8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

The section under review includes definition, districts and 
agricultural districts. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with a copy of the Rappahannock Record!

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS 

&
Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

On January 20, 1989, I watched the presi-
dential inauguration of George H. W. 

Bush, and then went out to the barnyard to 
tend to the animals. On the way I noticed 
that the daffodils had begun to bloom. For 
the past 26 years that record for early flow-
ering has held, until Monday, that is. This 
winter having been warmer than usual, the 
daffodils apparently thought it was over, and 
therefore time to burst into flower. 

Tuesday when the snow came, the bright 
yellow flowers against the white underlay-
ment made for a rare scene. The daffodils in 
question have been on our property for per-
haps a century, but in the last 45 years this 
season now holds the record for first blooms.

Our chickens are confused as well. They 
have laid eggs every day until the recent cold 
snap arrived, thereby causing them to retreat 
to a warmer huddle. The geese for their part 
enjoy water whether hot or cold, and have 
begun performing their pre-mating rituals, 
which I never have been able to comprehend, 
but apparently to them the ceremonial head-

dunking is “de rigeur.”
At the end of each growing season I dig 

up and pot some of the alleged “annual” 
vegetables. They respond by giving us pep-
pers and eggplants throughout the winter. 
The senior bell pepper is now three years 
old. Often we think of plants as having only 
one season, but in reality they can have a 
far longer lifespan if brought inside, with 
the further advantage that when returned to 
their in-ground habitat after the last threat 
of frost, they are ready to produce as adult 
plants, rather than as seedlings.

Each year I hold back seeds from plants 
that are spectacular producers in order to 
profit from their genetic composition to start 
a new crop in the spring. I try to be organic 
in the process, as we do with our entire 
outdoor operation. Our animals eat natural 
foods, and our plants grow without chemi-
cal additives. Fortunately, both the flora and 
fauna seem to thrive on that regime.

As the decades have passed, the cycles of 
nature have taken their toll on our plantings, 
reminding us that all living creatures have a 
lifespan, which we can husband to the best 
of our ability, but always with the recogni-
tion that replenishment for many will need 
to come in our own lifetimes.

At present in our densely planted three-
acre yard, we have one walnut tree and the 
aforementioned daffodils that were here 
when our family arrived 48 years ago. Every 
other plant, tree, bulb, flower, shrub or vine, 
we planted, or welcomed as a volunteer. Our 
farmland and woodland remains unchanged, 
except for the regrowth of a forest in a field 

we timbered almost 20 years ago.
This spring our focus is working to estab-

lish a setting that will prove to be more 
attractive to butterflies and hummingbirds. 
During the current winter, as local writers 
have noted, we have experienced a decline in 
the number of birds in the yard. Perhaps they 
have joined the daffodils in becoming con-
fused by the pervasive warmth that has pre-
vailed in the environment, and found ample 
food supplies other than in private yards.

The kestrel that wintered on a limb in 
our side yard has not been with us for sev-
eral years now, and the bald eagle that sur-
veyed our valley field for carrion also has 
not made an appearance this year. Whenever 
he, or she, saw a flock of buzzards, we could 
expect a landing in their midst, after which 
the buzzards knew to retreat. They might 
have found the food, but pecking order does 
have its consequences and benefits, depend-
ing on who is the peckee and who is the 
pecker.

In two months spring will be here, and 

The daffodils in question 
have been on our property 
for perhaps a century, but in 
the last 45 years this season 
now holds the record for first 
blooms.

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

A light snow covered the Bertrand waterfront on Sunday, January 17.

Photo by Les Hawkins

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

The writer of a December 23 
letter, “Cast aside empty rheto-
ric,” criticizes skeptics who seri-
ously doubt that human activity 
is the principle cause of global 
warming. He includes numer-
ous descriptors, all of which, 
ironically, are applicable to him, 
including pseudoscience, shop-
worn and tiresome, ideological 
agenda, emotive language, falla-
cies, confirmation bias, ad homi-
nem argument, corrupt scientific 
research practice, and cherry-
picked data. His diatribe provides 
no helpful content for readers.   

That writer argues by citing 
“authority,” ignoring that it is 
authority’s position which is in 
question.     The claim of “cherry 
picked data” is a denial that both 
our weather satellites report no 
additional warming for the past 
18+ years. That calculation estab-
lishes the length of the current, 
if any, temperature trend and is 
determined by the data itself, so 
obviously not cherry-picked. 

The writer claims that “the 
scientific evidence is massive” 
and summarizes by stating that 
“greenhouse gases are up and 
glacier ice mass is down.” That 
fails to even qualify as evi-
dence. While human activity is 
likely responsible for most of the 
recent increase in co2 level, there 
is no empirical evidence that co2 
has ever had any impact on the 
planet’s temperature even though 

Discussion
remains heated

during most of our planet’s exis-
tence co2 level was several times 
higher than now. Despite our cur-
rent El Nino, all aspects of our 
climate remain within natural 
variation.

Our current warming, by defi-
nition, began in the mid-1600s 
which implies 300 years of natural 
warming before co2 could have 
had any impact on temperature. 
The warming duration “cherry-
picked” by alarmists is warming 
from the mid-70s to 1998.

We are indeed enjoying this 
warm period between ice ages. If 
no glaciers were shrinking, we’d 
likely be entering our next ice 
age. The Antarctic ice extent con-
tinues to grow, and Arctic ice has 
also recently begun increasing.

Denis Ables,
Mollusk 

Current efforts at White Stone 
revitalization are praiseworthy in 
their intentions but indefensible 
in their execution. I want to focus 
on three concerns.

Craig Miller and Lauren Dav-
enport seem to have bought the 
school property at 606 Chesa-
peake Drive as an investment that 
has been disappointing, and the 
property is for sale. I wish them 
luck at finding a willing buyer. 
It appears that members of the 
White Stone Town Council wish 
to participate in a seize-and-dis-

Grant funding 
still comes at
taxpayer expense

tribute scheme by which unsus-
pecting taxpayers are forced to 
buy the school property that has 
not sold in a free market. I ask 
that council members buy the 
property if they choose to do so 
(i.e., as investors) but not with 
taxpayer money. Please, leave me 
out of it. I suspect that my chil-
dren in Richmond and my grand-
children in Harrisonburg feel the 
same way. 

In an associated article, the 
caption says (somewhat cheerily) 
that the school property would be 
purchased “with the help of grant 
funding.” Not to put too fine a 
point on it, but the money does 
not come from the grant, it comes 
from the taxpayers through the 
grant. This is an important point 
that should not go unnoticed.

For almost 12 years, my busi-
ness-owner friends in White 
Stone have described themselves 
as political conservatives who 
favor personal responsibility and 
opposition to seize-and-distribute 
politics. Now that they have an 
opportunity to pay for building 
facades and a sewerage system 
with other people’s money, each 
has tacked to a leftist position 
they have rejected for more than 
a decade.

I ask that Craig Miller and 
Lauren Davenport be left to sell 
the property in a free market and 
that business owners in White 
Stone pay for their own capital 
improvements.

Andrew J. Billups, III,
White Stone

YOUR LETTERS

Global warming happens, 
and so does global cooling. 
Climate change is a natural 
occurrence, not man-made.

The debate is not about 
global warming. The debate 
is whether or not co2 emis-
sions from human activities, 
such as burning coal, oil, 
and other fossil fuels, is the 
cause of, or contributes sig-
nificantly to global warming. 
Those who believe this base 
their belief on results of com-
puter models and statistics.

Results developed from 
computer models and statisti-
cal analyses are only as true 
as the computer data input 
or analytical methods used. 
Those who employ these 
methods can skew the data in 
such a way that results sup-
port the theory they espouse. 
Cases in point—the United 
Nations Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) biased findings, and 
Michael E. Mann’s infamous 
“hockey stick” analysis.

There is no empirical evi-
dence that concludes that co2 
emitted by man is the cause 
of global warming.

In December 2015, the 
UK Daily Mail exposed an 
article entitled: “Climate 
change shock: Burning fossil 
fuels ‘COOLS planet,’ says 
NASA.”  Something to con-
sider.

“Man-maders” suggest 
that those emitters of co2, 
primarily the electric power 
generating plants, be taxed 
increasing amounts of dol-
lars per ton per month of 
co2 emitted. They claim that 
this taxed money will be a 
“revenue neutral” program 
in which the confiscated 
money will be returned to 
every household to offset the 
forced increased cost of elec-
tricity. Really? 

Well, this idea, as well as 
Obama’s agreement to give 
$500 billion to the UN to help 
those co2 emitting countries 
clean up their act, will be the 
subject of another expose.

F. C. Dugan III,
Hague

Warming and
cooling happens

Those who heard about the 
arrival of George Warren at 
Good Luck Cellars on January 
9 were rewarded with a spec-
tacular virtuoso piano perfor-
mance. 

Mr. Warren is a student at 
Eastman School, and is cer-
tainly en route to becoming a 
well-known professional con-
cert pianist. There is no limit to 
his technical ability.

He played on a fine sound-
ing grand piano before a full 
audience with a program rang-
ing from the classic period 

Hoping for
an encore

to the impressionistic period 
at the beginning of the 20th 
century. We heard sonatas by 
Haydn and Beethoven, a pre-
lude by Chopin, a piece with 
great imagery by Debussy and 
finally two selections by Ravel. 

One of the most interesting 
aspects of the program was the 
commentary that the young 
artist made on each piece 
describing the reasons for his 
interpretation of them, which I 
found particularly interesting. 

It is hoped that another per-
formance by Mr. Warren may 
be arranged at Good Luck 
Cellars later in 2016. If so, it 
should not be missed.

Ammon G. Dunton Jr.,
White Stone

What is happening with 
Dominion Power’s towers 
plan for crossing the Rappa-
hannock?

The victory for our river 
counties in Richmond at the 
State Corporation Commis-
sion (SCC) put the matter 
back to square one for 
Dominion. The power com-
pany’s effort to speed through 
a plan with major impacts 
was halted. Sound arguments 
prevailed. In summary, the 
company proposed one thing 
and said it was another, the 
county governments disap-
proved the plan but were not 
given a voice, and the towers 
threaten the economic and 
environmental importance of 
the bridge in our region.

Square one is a new start. 
Dominion will submit a 
full application and it will 
undergo a thorough review 
by the SCC. The hope is that 
Dominion will work with the 
county leaders to develop the 
infrastructure in a sensitive 
manner.

It is a time for the gover-
nor to reflect on the towers 
plan in contrast to the much-
applauded Oyster Trail. 
Our state representatives, 
Sen. McDougle, Del. Keith 
Hodges and Del. Margaret 
Ransone, can consider the 
plan without the crisis men-
tality that accompanied the 
earlier effort. Citizens will 
be given an opportunity to go 
on record in a public hearing.

Much goodwill can come 
from working together. Cost 
can be thoroughly reviewed 
and put in the context of real 
monthly impact on individual 
homes. The example of local 
and state government work-
ing with the communities 
can restore the trust that was 
lost in the earlier process.

Time to work together, 
explore options and get a 
compromise that is best for 
the people who live and earn 
in the Northern Neck.

Joy Gwaltney,
White Stone

What’s with the
tower plan now?

Engaging individuals, strengthening community

For a monthly community calendar visit: www.nnconnection.org
A source for volunteerism

Apparently Republican Sen. 
Thomas K. Norment of Wil-
liamsburg doesn’t adhere to 
the wisdom of Mark Twain and 
others who advise “Never pick 
a fight with people who buy ink 
by the barrel.”

Acting out of spite for ongo-
ing efforts at transparency in the 
General Assembly, revenge for a 
less than supportive press corps, 
or contempt for the citizens of 
the Commonwealth, Norment, 
the Senate Majority Leader, last 
week spearheaded efforts to 
move the press from the floor of 
the Senate to the gallery.

The move represents more 
than “party politics.” It’s a pon-
tifical power ploy that others, 
both Republicans and Demo-
crats, are trying to remedy.

Lt. Gov. Ralph Northam, a 
Democrat who presides over 
the Senate, issued a statement 
saying “We need more transpar-
ency in the General Assembly, 
not less....Removing members 
of the press from the floor only 
makes their jobs more difficult 
and, in the end, is a disservice to 
Virginians.”

On Monday, Republican Sen. 
Thomas A. Garret Jr. of Buck-
ingham introduced a resolution 
to reverse the ban.

Meanwhile, the Virginia 
Pro Chapter of the Society of 
Professional Journalists, the 
Virginia Press Association, and 
the Virginia Coalition for Open 
Government issued a statement 
noting their disappointment in 
Norment’s actions. 

The joint statement notes 
“Norment has banished the 
press to cramped quarters where 
it is difficult to do its job. 

“The press serves as the pub-
lic’s eyes and ears in General 
Assembly proceedings. The 
public isn’t allowed on the floor, 
where the action is happening. 
By banishing the press from the 
floor, it is harder to hear what 
is being said, and some of the 
members cannot be seen from 
the new vantage point. Report-
ers can get a better, fuller sense 
of what is happening by being 
present on the floor, not relo-
cated to the gallery. 

“Removing the press from 
the floor is also a matter of prec-
edent and symbolism. The press 
has had access to the Senate 
floor for decades. Removing the 
press from the floor symboli-
cally removes open government 
and public oversight. A lawmak-
ing group that pushes the press 
away to arm’s length also pushes 
away public scrutiny.

“This action comes at a time 
when the House is ending its 
practice of impromptu and 
largely unrecorded committee 
meetings at members’ desks, 
a practice the Senate has not 
ended.  

“We request that Norment 
and other Virginia leaders 
responsible for these changes 
immediately allow the press to 
return to its normal working 
conditions and show their com-
mitment to transparency and 
open government.”
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BON SECOURS MEDICAL GROUP

At Bon Secours Kilmarnock Surgical Associates our doctors combine the science to 

cure with the art of compassion. We offer the experience and resources needed to 

deliver individualized care to all of our patients.

Our services include: 
• Endoscopy

• Colonoscopy

• Colon/rectal surgery

• Breast surgery

• Gallbladder surgery

• Hernia repair

• Appendectomy

• Skin lesion removal

• Wound care

• Total body skin check for skin cancers

• Vein sclerotherapy for spider veins

• Advanced laparoscopic surgery

• Endocrine surgery

• Hemorrhoid surgery

• Thyroid/parathyroid surgery

• Ulcer surgery

Darlene Stibal, MD, FACSCharles B. Lovelady, MD, FACS

Good Help to Those in Need®

NOW
ACCEPTING

NEW PATIENTS

804-435-1608
goodhelpdocs.com

Bon Secours Kilmarnock Surgical Associates
95 Harris Road, Building 1
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Bon Secours Kilmarnock Surgical Associates

Please check with your insurance company to see if 
a referral from your primary care provider is needed.

Do you remember?
This 1958 photo shows Kilmarnock Chief of Police Bill Harriman enforcing the town’s 
two-hour parking limit. He is marking the tires of parked cars along South Main Street 
with chalk, reported Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you 
remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum. 

(Reprints from the January 19, 1905, issue of 
the Virginia Citizen)

White Chapel
Miss Bessie Ball has returned home from Bal-

timore, after spending the Xmas with her aunt.
Braxton Chilton, Jr., was a recent visitor at the 

home of his brother, R. F. Chilton, near here.
Miss Charlie Chewning is somewhat indis-

posed at this time.

Lively
Robert E. Bush is back from city hospital, 

much improved.
Mrs. M. A. Knight, of Irvington, after spend-

ing a week with her sister near here, has returned 
home.

Mumps are prevalent here now. Many children 
have been kept home from school on account of 
them.

T. J. Clark spent some time with friends in 
Irvington recently. He was accompanied home 
by his son, R. O. Clark, who spent Saturday and 
Sunday here.

Little Miss Hazeltine Haynie is suffering at 
this writing from rheumatism.

While at work at J. R. Webb’s sawmill Wednes-
day before last Jim Sipes slipped and fell and 
caught his arm in the belt, breaking the bone in 
three places. Dr. C. T. Pierce set the broken bone, 
which has been very painful.

L. O. Clark, of Millenbeck, accompanied by 
his friend, Mr. Blakemore, spent Sunday with his 
father here.

The Whealton 
(Morattico) Whiskey Case

The U. S. Grand Jury at Alexandria indicted 
Jno. W. Rice, constable, of Lancaster, for seiz-
ing liquor under a civil warrant that had been 
attached by U. S. Revenue officer Brown. The 
decision in the civil matter, reserved by Justice 
Pinkard, was Monday decided against Attorney 
Downing and his clients.

Some Boat Notes
The two-masted schooner Samuel Russell, 

Baltimore to Norfolk, was wrecked last week in 
the middle ground, Chesapeake Bay, her Captain, 
Lang, and all the crew being lost.

The large two-masted schooner, Nicholson, 
Capt. Grace, of New Jersey, came into Eastern 
Branch last week to finish loading, but the Cap-
tain being a hustling yankee, left without the 
cargo, after waiting a day or so for it.

Friday evening as steamer Calvert was coming 
out of Baltimore harbor one deck hand shot 
another deck hand in the leg. Police boat Lannan 
was hailed and both men were turned over to the 
authorities by first officer Charlie Rollins.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of 
the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)
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YOUR LETTERS

Meeting the requirements 
of the federal Clean Power 
Plan will be easy for Vir-
ginia and potentially can add 
jobs and reduce electricity 
costs,  just the opposite of 
what many people with ties 
to the fossil fuel industry are 
saying. 

The EPA requires Virginia 
to reduce its power section 
emissions by 23% below 
2012 levels by year 2030. 
An analysis by the World 
Resources Institute shows 
that simply achieving Vir-
ginia’s existing voluntary 
energy efficiency and renew-

Implementing the
Clean Power Plan

able energy targets would 
reduce emissions by 27%, 
beating its CPP target. Vir-
ginia is already more than a 
third of the way to meeting 
the EPA goal.

Different from most regu-
lations, the CPP asks each 
state to develop a plan 
based on its own emissions 
situation and provides four 
alternative options such 
as conservation and use of 
renewables and retirement 
of inefficient coal plants. 
This unique flexibility works 
in Virginia’s favor. There is 
no basis to raise electricity 
rates and actually the pres-
sure will be to reduce rates 
as renewables and efficient 

natural gas combined cycle 
units replace expensive and 
polluting coal plants. 

Virginia is expected to do 
much better than the require-
ments. It has capacity to 
increase power generation 
from its existing and planned 
natural gas plants and reduce 
emissions by 43% by 2030.

According to the Virginia 
2014 Energy Plan, a robust 
energy efficient policy could 
raise the State’s GDP by $266 
million and help us meet the 
goals of the recent Paris Cli-
mate Convention. 

Now, if you don’t like 
regulations, but still want 
to do something to help 
your grandchildren, support 

putting a price on carbon 
emissions. The carbon fee 
and dividend legislation 
proposed by Congressman 
McNerney lets the private 
sector determine how the 
costs and benefits of reduced 
emissions are allocated.

Gregory T. Haugan, PhD,
Heathsville

At first blush, a Balanced 
Budget Amendment (BBA) 
outright or a petition for 
Congress to call a constitu-
tional convention under the 
guise of proposing a BBA 
sounds like a good idea, but 
it needs to be given more 
consideration.  

A BBA would actually 
increase the power of the 
federal government, because 
the only restriction on spend-

The real problem

ing would be the amount of 
money to be spent on what is 
now unconstitutional rather 
than the restrictions of lim-
iting spending to the listed 
actions authorized in the 
Constitution. A BBA would 
legitimize the longstanding 
usurpations of powers by 
federal officials.

If spending cuts could not 
be agreed upon, and what are 
the odds on that one,  then it 
would be necessary to raise 
taxes or borrow or print more 
money in order to achieve 
the balance.

 Most drafts of BBAs have 
loopholes; exemptions from 
balancing the budget could be 
allowed in the event of vari-
ously defined national emer-
gencies. How hard would it 
be to do that?  It could be a 
war, or if our national secu-
rity is threatened. How often 

is that not the case?
A BBA Article V Con-

vention would be a threat 
to the Constitution because 
it would have the inher-
ent power to be a runaway 
convention that could make 
harmful changes in the Con-
stitution, including a new 
ratification procedure; or, 
it could even be completely 
rewritten and substituted 
with a Soviet-style one.

The Constitution is not the 
problem. Changing it is not 
the solution.

Legislators who do not 
honor their oaths of office 
and abide by the Constitution 
are the problem. Changing 
the legislators is the solution.

Urge your state legislators 
to vote no to any and all peti-
tions for such a convention.

Sue Long, 
North

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Ryan T. McDougle

Wednesday, January 13, 2016, marked the 
official start of the 2016 General Assem-

bly Session. The opening day of every General 
Assembly Session is filled with ceremony 
where the public gets to view the most promi-
nent of the day’s rituals. This year’s 60-day 
session is the first of the four-year Senate 
term. 

That means the first day of session begins 
with all 40 senators elected last November 
taking their oath of office. With seven new 
senators taking their seats for the very first 
time and 33 returning senators taking their 
oaths again, a somewhat cramped Senate floor 
and gallery were packed with family members. 
Senators stand at their desks, raise their right 
hands, recite their oath, and begin their service 
to the citizens who entrusted them with their 
votes just ten weeks earlier. What our nation’s 
founders called “republican virtues” still 
inspire awe, not by grandeur but by the rela-
tive lack of it.

 Gov. McAuliffe released his budget in 
December, kicking off the budget process. It is 
now up to the legislature to amend and build 
on the governor’s proposal. As a member of 
the budget-writing Senate finance committee, 
I will help to shape and form a conservative 
budget that appropriately supports the core 
functions of government while protecting tax-
payer resources. Last year with a Republican 
majority, we were able to complete the amend-
ment process to the budget on time and it is 
our goal to do the same this session.

 With the swearing in of new members to the 
Senate, there has been some re-arrangement in 
committee membership. I have been assigned 
to five of the Senate’s 11 standing committees. 
I am honored to continue my leadership role 
as chairman of the Senate rules committee, 
while also maintaining my membership on 
the courts of justice, rehabilitation and social 
services, and finance committees. New to my 
assignments is a seat on the commerce and 
labor committee which deals with matters 
concerning banking, economic development, 
and unemployment. This new assignment will 

give me the opportunity to directly pore over 
bills that could affect your businesses and our 
region’s economic development. I will also 
continue my role as chairman for the Senate 
finance public safety subcommittee.

 I have introduced SB22 which allows a 
person to petition for expungement for con-
victions of marijuana possession, underage 
alcohol possession, and using a false ID to 
obtain alcohol if the offense occurred prior 
to the person’s 21st birthday and five years 
have elapsed since the date of completion of 
all terms of their sentencing and probation. 
Misguided choices made in early adulthood 
should not prevent offenders from opportuni-
ties later that help them become a productive 
and economic contributor to society. If you 
would like to follow additional legislation that 
I have introduced, visit lis.virginia.gov.

Many visitors come to Richmond to see the 
General Assembly in action and we had a fair 
share of friendly faces from home visit us this 
week. Among those who stopped by our office 
in the General Assembly Building this week 
were Rep. Rob Wittman, Hanover supervisor 
Wayne Hazard and Jeff Szyperski from Chesa-
peake Bank. Members of the Fellowship Com-
munity Church, Jordan Golman and Denise 
Roza, in Hanover were kind enough to stop by 
and wish us well on our first day of session. 
Our friends from the Northern Neck Soil and 
Water Conservation District, Derwin Booker, 
Chip Jones, Kathy Clark, Kendall Tyree and 
Donald Wells also visited. 

We have returned to our offices in Rich-
mond, and are scheduled to be here until the 
General Assembly adjourns on March 12. I 
always appreciate seeing people from the 4th 
Senate District. So if you are planning a trip to 
the General Assembly Building, please make 
sure to stop by room 314 and say hello. Please 
feel free to email me at senator@ryanmc-
dougle.com or call my office, 698-7504, if you 
would like to share your opinion on specific 
legislation or if we may assist you with an 
issue. I look forward to hearing from you as I 
continue to serve you in the Senate.

The Lancaster County Dem-
ocrats will meet Monday, Janu-
ary 25, at Lancaster County 
Library, 234 School Street, 
Kilmarnock. The meeting will 
open at 6:30 p.m. with a short 
social.  At 7 p.m., the formal 
program will include business 
essentials and guest speaker.

Bernie Sanders will be rep-
resented by  L.J. Brooks, the 
Virginia regional field director 
for the Sanders campaign.

“We are fortunate that L.J. 
can make time for us, as his 

region extends from Northern 
Virginia to Hampton Roads 
and Williamsburg,” said chair-
man Jan Mosher. “Bring your 
questions for L.J.”

Among other business, 
upcoming events and activities 
will be discussed as well as the 
agenda for 2016.

Reorganization took place 
at the Caucus in December. In 
addition to Mosher, new offi-
cers are vice chairman Nick 
Magnani and secretary Jack 
Chamberlain.

Sanders representative
to meet with Democrats
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435-1701
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LANCASTER—The Lancaster County Board of 
Supervisors will hold four public hearings at its January 28 
meeting. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the County Admin-
istration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Land use hearings will address applications submitted by:

an individual manufactured home on a 2.269-acre parcel off 
Merry Point Road near its intersection with Buzzards Neck Road.

manufactured home on a one-acre parcel at 696 Johns Neck 
Road.

195-foot emergency services communications tower on a 1.376-
acre agricultural parcel at 10345 River Road.

A fourth public hearing will address an amendment to the 
2016-20 Capital Improvement Budget to include new voting 
machines. 

NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will meet at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, January 26, at 
VMRC Headquarters, 2600 Washington Avenue, Newport News.

Habitat management issues are generally addressed early on 
the agenda, followed by fisheries management items. Public 
hearings on proposed amendments to the Code of Virginia per-
taining to the VMRC’s realm of influence are slated “no earlier 
than noon.”

The upcoming habitat management docket includes an appli-
cation from David A. and Tamera R. Anderson.

The Andersons are seeking authorization to install 105 linear 
feet of quarry stone riprap revetment in front of an existing, dete-
riorated timber bulkhead, extending a maximum of 13 feet chan-
nelward of mean low water, at property on the Rappahannock 
River on Brandon Point Road in Middlesex County. The project 
is protested by an adjacent property owner.

WASHINGTON, D.C.—
Members of the Citizens Cli-
mate Lobby (CCL) on January 
11 discussed with First District 
Rep. Rob Wittman his work 
on a Readiness Subcommittee 
Hearing on Navy aviation and 
personnel support, the recent 
Paris Climate Conference, and 
his approach to climate issues 
in the coming year.

The discussion was attended 
by CCL members Dr. Greg 
Haugan, Dr. Maureen Fair-
brother and Mike Harwood. 
They complimented Rep. Wit-
tman on how well he ran the 
subcommittee hearing, which 
was broadcast on C-SPAN, 
January 8.

“Significantly, there was 
no political wrangling nor 
rancor, no ‘gotcha’ questions, 
and no grandstanding for the 
cameras,” said Haugan. “”You 
could not tell the politics of the 
subcommittee members asking 
questions of the Navy officers 
testifying.”

Rep, Wittman’s subcom-
mittee of the Armed Services 
Committee manages the larg-
est account within the DOD 
budget, oversees civilian per-
sonnel, energy security, and 
environmental issues that 
affect the Defense Department.

The CCL representatives 
reviewed the results of the Paris 
Climate Conference focusing 
on the important successes 
and the need for, not only put-
ting a price on carbon, but the 

need for new technologies and 
renewable energy sources to 
meet the identified goals.

Rep. Wittman also explained 
his approach in his subcommit-
tee, regarding climate change 
actions in Congress.

“Simply put, it was to find 
common ground on issues of 
clean energy, renewables, and 
the need for conservation,” 
Haugan said. “He indicated he 
would continue to avoid divi-
sive issues in his approach to 
the environment and energy, 
including work to develop new 
technologies such as alterna-
tive nuclear power generation 
and use of spent fuels.  He 
described the role of the sub-
committee in pushing new 
technologies since they will 
be needed by the military to 
replace fossil fuels. Also, Con-
gressman Wittman indicated 
that the private sector could 
use these technologies once 
developed to provide stable 
power sources to complement 
the variable wind and solar 
sources.”

According to Haugan, there 
are plans to visit the congress-
man again in March and then 
have a larger group from CCL 
to visit in June, which Rep. 
Wittman said he would wel-
come.

The CCL will meet at 7 p.m. 
February 2 at the Northumber-
land Public Library, 7204 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Heaths-
ville.

RICHMOND—District 99 Del. Marga-
ret B. Ransone last Wednesday announced 
her committee assignments following 
opening day of the 2016 Virginia General 
Assembly.

She will continue to serve on the House 
committee on agriculture, Chesapeake 
and natural resources, as well as the com-
mittee on privileges and elections. She 
also will serve on the commerce and labor 
committee. 

“It is a tremendous honor to serve the 
99th District and the Commonwealth as a 
new member of the commerce and labor 
committee. This assignment offers me a 
great opportunity to consider real solu-
tions to the many challenges Virginia’s 
hardworking families and businesses face 
in the current economy,” said Del. Ran-
sone.

The commerce and labor committee is a 
standing committee of the Virginia House 
of Delegates chaired by District 1 Del. 
Terry Kilgore which considers legislation 
related to employment and banking regu-
lations throughout the Commonwealth.

District 98 Del. M. Keith Hodges will 

serve on House committees on counties, 
cities and towns; general laws; and health 
welfare and institutions.

In the Senate, District 4 Sen. Ryan T. 
McDougle was reappointed to Senate 
committees on rules; courts of justice; 
rehabilitation and social services; and 

Sen. McDougle also will serve on the 
Senate commerce and labor commit-

tee, which deals with matters concerning 
banking, economic development.
Bills of local interest

District 8 Sen. Bill R. DeSteph Jr. last 

rents for certain oyster and clam planting 
grounds. As proposed, the legislation would 
increase the annual rent from $1.50 per acre 
or portion thereof to $5,000 per acre or por-
tion thereof for leasing planting grounds that 
are within 1,000 feet of shoreline residences.

The bill has been referred to the Senate 
committee on agriculture, conservation and 
natural resources.

Del. Ransone is chief patron of sepa-

former Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
D. Crockett upon his recent retirement; 
former Northumberland County Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins upon his recent retirement; 
former Northumberland County administra-
tor Kenny Eades upon his recent retirement; 
and the Rev. Leon Webster Baylor Sr. upon 
his 100th birthday. 

-

four resolutions.

General Assembly opens with
new committee assignments;
bill introduced to increase fees
for leasing some shellfish grounds

When dining at an 
upscale venue in the 
Northern Neck, I left my 

-
ished position on my plate 
while I returned to the 
buffet for the next course. 
When I came back to my 
seat, I was shocked to see 
the wait staff had taken 
my dirty plate but left 
my utensils on the white 
linen tablecloth. When I 
asked for clean utensils 
the waiter seemed sur-
prised. Am I missing some 
new etiquette?

KPO, White Stone

Dear KPO,
Guess what was just witnessed 

by my husband and me at one 
of Virginia’s finest hotel dining 
rooms. Yes, tablecloth assault by 
dirty utensils. The very image 
of a food encrusted knife and/or 
fork lying on a virginal table cloth 
gives me shivers.

It is disappointing to realize 
that some restaurant owners/
managers neglect to train staff 
in the very simple steps of cor-
rect service. Just one half hour 
of training in the basics of what 
is efficient and pleasant service 
can ensure that the customer has 
good memories of the quality of 
the attention they received.

You will likely never forget 
your experience and have pos-
sibly told others about it. This 
results in negative publicity and 
even second thoughts on the part 
of potential customers.

No, no, no! You have not 

Because You Are Polite
. . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 
missed the etiquette. In a buffet 
circumstance, or when a place 
is being cleared for the next 
course, utensils that have food 
on them should be removed to 
the kitchen and new ones put in 
their place. At the very least, the 
wait staff should prop the dirtied 
part (tines, blades, spoon bowls) 

of used utensils on clean ones that 
remain, if there are any.

The tablecloth should be kept 
blissfully ignorant of all (pardon 
my German) schmutz!   

It’s a tough task, but as we go 
into a new year, let us all resolve 
to do what we can to keep the 
tablecloths of America unsullied. 

Ginger Philbrick is the owner 
of Because You Are Polite….LLC. 
You are invited to e-mail your 
manners questions to her and she 
will respond as time and space 
allow. You may contact her at 
youarepolite1@verizon.net and 
visit her website at becausey-
ouarepolite.com. RSVP!

From left are Dr. Greg Haugan, Dr. Maureen Fairbrother, 
Rep. Rob Wittman and Mike Harwood.

CCL members visit
Rep. Rob Wittman

COLONIAL BEACH—The Potomac River Fisheries 
 will meet at 

6 p.m. Wednesday, January 27 at PRFC Headquarters, The Car-
penter Building, 222 Taylor Street, Colonial Beach.

The agenda will include a preview of the Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission winter meeting, a discussion and 
review of commercial senior license fees, discussions on trans-
ferring a commercial hook and line to other commercial gear 
types, comercial fish trot line fees, sport fish creel limits, sport 
fish jurisdictional minimum size limit consistency among the 
three jurisdictions, sport fishing license fees and a cow nose ray 
workshop.

The committee also will recieve feedback from the sport fish-
ing initiative work group.

Any recommendatins developed by the FAC will be forwarded 
to the PRFC for consdieratin prior to implementation.

The Agenda
Local Government News


