
KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster by the Bay 
Chamber of Commerce recently announced the 
selection of Benjamin H. B. Hubbard III as its 
business person of the year.

Known in the community as B.H., he was nom-
inated by his business peers with overwhelming 
support. 

Chamber Executive director Anne Paparella 
said the nominations for Hubbard spoke highly of 
his business leadership attributes as well as the 
countless hours and commitment he has given 
towards the future of the community. 

The award presentation will occur at the Cham-
ber’s annual meeting and dinner beginning at 5:30 
p.m. January 30 at Indian Creek Yacht and Coun-
try Club, Kilmarnock.   

The impact of Hubbard’s 30-plus years of ser-
vice and leadership in the community has included 
his skills as a lawyer, but more importantly the 
honesty, integrity and dedication he has brought 
to so many aspects of his dealings for Lancaster 
County, said Paparella. Chamber members noted 
his significant involvement in community activi-
ties through his service as either a board or com-
mittee member, past and present, for the countless 
nonprofits and foundations. 

They unanimously agreed that he has been a 
positive force behind almost every charitable and 
quality of life effort geared toward making the 
community the best it can be for all who live here, 
she said.   

While his charitable efforts earned much praise 
from the nominators, it was his effective leader-
ship, planning, negotiation and insight that led 
to the successful merger of Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital with Bon Secours that garnered his 
highest kudos, added Paparella. They all felt that 
his passion and professional talents were funda-
mental in the lengthy merger process, keeping the 
health and economic future of Lancaster in mind 
while making the transition smooth for all. 

“The Chamber thanks B.H. for his efforts and 
leadership, and conveys its appreciation for keep-
ing our community viable and headed toward the 
future,” she said.

The Chamber strives to promote the economic 
vitality of its members, encourage economic 
development and enhance the quality of life in the 
community within which we live.   

For tickets for the annual meeting and dinner, 
call Paparella, 435-6092, or visit the Chamber 
office, 129 South Main Street, Kilmarnock.
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KILMARNOCK—A new generation of leadership is now in place at the 
Rappahannock Record in Kilmarnock. Susan Simmons and Kate Oliver have 
been named general managers of the weekly newspaper.

Susan and Kate are the daughters of Fred and Bettie Lee Gaskins of Urbanna, 
who have managed the paper since the death of longtime publisher J. Emory 
Currell in 1993. Mr. Currell’s daughters, Mrs. Gaskins and her sister, Clara 
Christopher of Williamsburg, are the owners.

Simmons and Oliver have recently joined the Record full time after working 
part time for several years. 

Simmons, a resident of the Mallard Bay community in Northumberland 
County, has served as publication manager, overseeing production of the 
weekly paper as well as numerous supplements published each year. She also 
has directed production of The Rivah Visitor’s Guide, published jointly by the 
Record and the Southside Sentinel in Urbanna from May to October. A former 
elementary school teacher in York and Mathews counties, she is a graduate of 
Furman University in Greenville, S.C.

Oliver, a resident of Hartfield, has been the business manager at the Record 
in recent years. She has directed operations in the front office as well as cir-
culation services, accounts payable, and payroll at the Record and Sentinel. In 
recent months Oliver also has focused on sales management with the advertis-
ing staffs at both offices. A certified public accountant, Oliver worked with an 
Urbanna accounting firm for several years and later offered part-time account-
ing services in her home. She is a graduate of Randolph-Macon College in 
Ashland.

As general managers, the sisters will continue in their fields of expertise 
while collaborating in areas of marketing, personnel management, special 
projects, and other matters as they arise. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gaskins will assume a consulting role as publishers, but plan 
to spend more time traveling, gardening and enjoying their five grandchildren.

Kate Oliver and Susan Simmons

Sisters named general 
managers at the 
Rappahannock Record

We’re looking for the 
unusual, funny or romantic 

ways you and your significant 
other first met for publication in 
Bliss, our 2016 wedding guide 
to appear in the Rappahannock 
Record and Southside Sentinel.

Please submit a photo of 
you and your mate and a brief 
explanation of how the two of 
you met by Monday, January 18, 
to the Rappahannock Record 
by email at editor@rapprecord.
com, by mail to P.O. Box 400, 
Kilmarnock VA 22482, or in 
person at 27 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

Submit information to the 
Southside Sentinel by email at 
editor@sentinel.com, by mail 
to P.O. Box 549, Urbanna, VA 
23175, or in person at the office 
at 276 Virginia Street, Urbanna.

Chamber selects B.H.B. Hubbard III
for Business Person of the Year honors

B.H.B. Hubbard III

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of supervisors 
began its 2016 agenda January 7 
with an organizational session. Dis-
trict 5 supervisor Ronnie Jett was 
re-elected chairman and District 2 
supervisor Richard Haynie was re-
elected vice chairman. 

Other board members include 
District 1 supervisor A. Joseph Self 
Sr., District 3 supervisor James 
M. Long and District 4 supervisor 
Thomas Tomlin. W. Leslie Kilduff 
serves as county attorney.

The board also adopted its sched-
ule and by-laws for 2015, which are 
unchanged from last year. The board 
will continue to meet at 5 p.m. on 
second Thursdays in the Northum-
berland Courts Building, 39 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville. Public hearings 
will begin at 7 p.m. Holidays will 
mirror the state holiday schedule. 

Supervisors also adopted a reso-
lution honoring the life of Rudolf 
Prosser Crowther, who died January 
3.

Schools
School superintendent Dr. Rebecca 

Gates said advisory committees, 
including a Teacher Advisory Com-
mittee, are in place with the goal of 
providing “clear communication of 
facts” to the school board.

She urged members of the com-
munity to come in or call her at 529-
6134 with any questions, comments 
or suggestions. She genuinely wants 
members of the community “to come 
in, sit down and get to know me,” said 
Dr. Gates.

County administration
Luttrell Tadlock gave his first report 

as county administrator. He officially 
assumed the position January 1 upon 
the resignation of former county 
administrator Kenny Eades. 

Tadlock indicated two residential 
building permits totaling $1.7 million 
were issued.  

Addressing upcoming projects, 
he noted the planning commission 
is looking into comprehensive plan 
updates, stormwater ordinances, 
emergency medical services billing, 
acquisition of a grant to upgrade 
the dispatch management system, 
the Callao Revitalization Project, 
capital improvements funding and 
potential uses for the EVB Bank 
building. The Lodge Landing ramp 

Northumberland board organizes

administrator January 1.

District 5 supervisor Ronnie Jett 
was re-elected chairman of the 

of Supervisors.

improvements grant and broadband 
service improvements also are in the 
queue.

Utility expenses for the old sher-
iff ’s office are over budget and will 
be reduced by winterizing the facil-
ity and cutting the power to all but 
the necessary portions of the old 
building including the dispatch 
office, cells and evidence rooms, he 
said. 

Tadlock also reminded the board 
of two openings on the Public Access 

Authority Board and the Tri-River 
Alcohol Safety Act Board. Dan-
dridge C. Crabbe was reappointed to 
the board of zoning appeals, extend-
ing an appointment which would 
have expired on February 15.

Land Use
Among permit applications, a 

request from P. D. O’Keefe to install 
a permanent pump and haul septic 
project at 141 Fairport Road was 
tabled until the next meeting pend-
ing more information.

An amendment to the zoning ordi-
nance to allow bed and breakfast/
tourist homes as a permitted use in 
all residential zoning districts was 
discussed and it was decided the use 
would remain “conditional,” requir-
ing a special exception to zoning 
regulations and requiring board of 
supervisors approval. The need for 
oversight by the health department 
as food service requires manage-
ment and inspection of the kitchen 
conditions for the public’s benefit 
and a desire to avoid potential prob-
lems influenced the decision. 

Since 2009, only three applica-
tions for bed and breakfast homes 
have been made and all three were 
approved.

A request from Quang Thuan D. 
Nguyen to construct a second pier 
on a lot on Circle Drive in Bay 
Quarters Shores was tabled until 
next month.

by Tom Kimmitt

How did
you meet 
your mate?
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LOTTSBURG—No one was 
injured last Thursday when a fire 
that erupted from a pile of scrap 
metal at Riteway Recycling near 
Lottsburg drew volunteers from 
five different fire departments. 

Units from four counties, 
including Northumberland’s 
Callao and Fairfields, Westmo-
reland’s Cople District, Rich-
mond County and Upper Lan-
caster departments, responded 
to the blaze. 

According to Callao Volunteer 

Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
Flames shot nearly 40 feet into the air from a pile of 

Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Five departments respond to blaze at metal-recycling yard

Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi Fire Department Capt. Devin 
Basye, the fire was reported to 
the Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Office by Riteway 
owner Leon Saffelle at 9:54 a.m. 
when he noticed smoke coming 
from a pile of recyclable metal. 
A scrap metal truck was due to 
make a pick up at the facility at 
4040 Northumberland Highway 
that morning and Riteway work-
ers were using a torch to break 
down large pieces of metal. 

“Based on our investigation, 
we think somehow the torches 
ignited something on the pile. 
That is the only thing we can 
think of as a heat source,” said 
Basye.

When Callao’s first unit 
arrived the pile was fully 
involved with black smoke and 
flames shooting about 40 feet 
into the air and visible from 
Route 360, according to Basye. 
Callao requested a ladder truck 

and tanker from Fairfields VFD 
and, because of the amount of 
water used by a ladder truck, 
also asked for additional tankers 
and assistance. 

Traffic was restricted to one 
westbound lane on Route 360 
while responders worked to con-
trol the blaze. 

Although the fire was under 
control in about an hour, units 
remained on the scene until 1:30 
p.m., said Basye. 

The pile of scrap metal for 
recycling included washers, 
dryers, refrigerators, propane 
tanks, oil barrels and automobile 
parts.

HEATHSVILLE—Northum-
berland County Emergency 
Medical Services Chief Rick 
McClure on January 7 presented 
a year-end report to the board of 
supervisors.

He noted the department 
recruited 10 strong new employ-
ees while meeting goals and set-
ting additional goals for 2016. 

Reviewing 2015 highlights, 
McClure said two educational 
EMS Dispatch Programs regard-
ing “What to do until help 
arrives” were offered.

He indicated a need 
for advanced life support accred-
ited full-time and part-time 
employees, which also will help 
in achieving additional grant 

money. The audience laughed 
when he said a variety of shifts 
are a possibility and that some 
of his staff find 24-hour shifts 
“appealing and others find them 
appalling.” 

He said one grant request for 
defibrillators for the sheriff’s 
office was declined but another 
grant in the amount of $42,000 
was approved and led to the pur-
chase of a defibrillator and two 
laptop computers.

McClure said some of his 
goals for 2016 are to provide free 
CPR courses, to educate citizens 
about the need for blood pres-
sure and blood sugar screenings 
as well as diabetes education, 
and to offer additional train-
ing on “What to do until help 
arrives.” He plans to work with 

the schools and sheriff’s office 
by offering disaster prepared-
ness drills and active shooter 
drills, said McClure.

He also urges citizens to get 
involved, visit Facebook.com/
Northumberland Emergency-
Services and to volunteer with 
fire and rescue squads. 

Meanwhile, McClure wel-
comed Trish Newsome as a cap-
tain.

He confirmed that the EMS 
response time goal of 30 minutes 
from dispatch to arrival on scene 
for 90% of calls is being met. He 
said Northumberland County 
EMS receives an average of 130 
calls per month of which about 
40% are deemed “no transport” 
and an average of three require 
helicopter transports.

Most of the transports go to 
Bon Secours Rappahannock 

General Hospital in Kilmarnock 
and about 15% are taken to Riv-
erside Tappahannock Hospital in 
Tappahannock.

McClure said improvements 
are needed in the VAV3 System 
for the reporting of calls and it 
often takes two to three hours 
to do each incident report, and 
this leads to “revenue recovery 
problems.”  He said the present 
Imagetrend system is “like being 
on roller skates versus a Lambo-
rghini.” 
Communications 

Among other EMS issues, 
Junie Gillen of Radio Commu-
nications discussed the problems 
incurred on Christmas Eve when 
a direct lightning strike knocked 
out a storm surge circuit protec-
tor and caused a temporary fail-
ure of the fire and rescue com-

HEATHSVILLE—Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
officials last week told Nor-
thumberland County super-
visors that they are ready to 
address any challenges winter 
weather may bring to the lower 
Northern Neck.

Resident engineer David 
Brown said crews have been 
cutting back brush, fixing pot-
holes and maintaining roads.

VDOT snow and ice removal 
inventories include 800,000 
tons of sand, 400,000 tons of 
salt and 20,000 gallons of brine 
shared between Richmond and 
Lancaster county facilities, he 
said. The brine is pro-actively 
applied to the primary roads 
including Routes 360 and 200 
as well as bridges and Route 3. 

Secondary roads should 
receive faster snow removal 
this year as there are agree-
ments in place with a snow 
removal contractor as well 
as 11 farm tractors and seven 
hired trucks, added Brown.

Northumberland supervisors are briefed on EMS activities

Let it snow: 
VDOT is ready

by Tom Kimmitt

by Tom Kimmitt

munications channel. 
The outage caused a 

21-minute delay in communi-
cating a nonlife-threatening call 
from the sheriff’s office to fire 
and rescue.  

“We got fire and rescue and 
the sheriff’s office this brand 
new system, which is still under 
warranty. For it to fail is unac-
ceptable,” said District 4 super-
visor Tommy Tomlin. 

An additional piece of hard-
ware to prevent this from hap-
pening again will be discussed 
as an option. The additional 
equipment would cost $35,000 
to $40,000. 

Additional concerns were 
raised about radio coverage 
issues and backfeed/echo prob-
lems that may require a contract 
modification to correct.

Addendum
A credit line: Photos cour-

tesy of Yours Truly Photogra-
phy and Kathy Humphreys, 
should have accompanied the 
Holly Ball photos appearing in 
the Rappahannock Record on 
January 7, and posted at RRe-
cord.com.
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Lancaster County 
Sheriff Patrick McCra-
nie this week reported charges 
against seven individuals.
Felonies

Ronald P. Green, 52, of 
Clintwood was charged Janu-
ary 5 with felony violation of 
probation.

Lauren A. Marshall, 22, of 
Mt. Airy, Md., was charged 
January 6 with breaking and 
entering with intent to commit 
a felony, grand larceny and for 
falsely identifying herself to 
law enforcement.

Eric J. Teel, 29, of Heaths-
ville, was charged January 6 
with breaking and entering 
with intent to commit a felony 
and grand larceny. 
 Misdemeanors

A Taylors Creek Road man, 
46, was charged January 1 
with assault and battery, and 
January 10 with violation of a 
protective order.

A Windmill Point Road 
woman, 58, was charged Janu-
ary 1 with issuing a bad check 
under $200. 

A Greenwood Court man, 
24, was charged January 3 
with failing to appear in court 
on a misdemeanor charge. 

A Johns Neck Road man, 
24, was charged January 4 
with contempt of court.
Activity report

January 1: Staff 
responded to a shots fired call 
near the 500 block of Cherry 
Point Drive, and with the 
Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) and Northumber-
land deputies to the 300 block 
of Avonne Street for a report 
of rifle shots in the area.

January 2: Staff 
responded with Virginia State 
Police (VSP) to a single-vehi-
cle motor vehicle crash/fire 
on River Road that resulted 
in a fatality, to a report of 
game violations in the Town 
of White Stone, to a shots 
fired call near the 200 block 
of Beach Road, and to a shots 
fired call near the 100 block of 
Mary Ball Road, found to be 
fireworks instead.

January 3: Staff responded 
to the 100 block of Oakland 
Park Lane for a reported fight 
in progress (incident was 
verbal in nature).

January 4: Staff 
responded to a trespass com-
plaint on Corrotoman Drive 
(civil matter involving non-
payment of HOA assessment 

Ransone takes oath

assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney for Lancaster 
County. From left are Ransone, former District Court 

Ransone. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

IRVINGTON—The town 
council will meet at 7:30 p.m. 
tonight, January 14, in the Irving-
ton Town Hall, 235 Steamboat 
Road, Irvington.

Members will continue a 
discussion on a proposed town 
real estate tax ordinance, review 
candidates for open seats on the 
planning commission, and get an 
update on sidewalk repairs.

COLONIAL BEACH—The 
Potomac River Fisheries 
Commission (PRFC) will 
hold a special meeting at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 19, at PRFC 
Headquarters, The Carpenter 
Building, 222 Taylor Street, 
Colonial Beach. 

A public hearing will be held 
on a proposal to enable the PRFC 
to open and close areas to oyster 
harvest by order. Discussion will 
address possible mitigation for 
economic impacts to the oyster 
industry related to the closure of 
several lower river oyster beds.

LANCASTER—The plan-
 will review 

the zoning ordinances from the 
comprehensive plan beginning 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, January 
21,at the County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster.

The section under review 
includes definition, districts and 
agricultural districts. 

RICHMOND—Virginia’s 
Finest on January 8 welcomed 
74 new troopers and one spe-
cial agent accountant to the 
department’s ranks, follow-
ing the 123rd Basic Session’s 
graduation ceremony. 

“Law enforcement is one 
of the most honorable calls to 
service,” said Virginia State 
Police Superintendent Col. 
W. Steven Flaherty. “Why 
endure 28 weeks of a physi-
cal, emotional and demanding 
academic environment? It’s 
because the men and women 
who take this oath have a pas-
sion to protect their commu-
nities and understand what it 
means to sacrifice and serve.”

 The state police graduates 
are comprised of individuals 
from every part of the Com-
monwealth as well as the 
states of Maryland, Massachu-
setts, Michigan, New Jersey, 
New York, and Pennsylvania. 
The class also graduates an 
individual born in the Czech 
Republic.

Those with connections to 
the Northern Neck include 
Elliot Bradford English of 
Westmoreland, assigned to 
Northumberland; and Aaron 
Michael Young of Weems, 
assigned to Prince William.

For Trooper English, 22, 
being a trooper is a way of 
life. His great-grandfather, 
Trooper W.F. English, joined 
the Virginia State Police in 
1930, and his father is with 
the Maryland State Police. 
Trooper English is a captain 
with the Cople District Volun-
teer Fire Department.

Trooper Young has a bach-
elor’s in forensic crime scene 
investigation from Virginia 

Commonwealth Univer-
sity.Trooper Young pursued 
a career with state police 
because he “wanted the oppor-
tunity to be involved in the 
community and the chance to 
utilize my education.”

A number of the new troop-
ers, prior to entering the acad-
emy, served with other law 
enforcement agencies and/
or with a branch of the mili-
tary. The 123rd Basic Session 
yields more than 50 years of 
previous law enforcement 
and corrections experience, 
as well as almost 135 years of 
prior military service.

 Members of the 123rd 
Basic Session began their pro-
bationary training phase Feb-
ruary 25, 2015, followed by 
28 weeks of academic, physi-
cal and practical training at 
the academy. The probation-
ary phase requires trainees 
to complete two and a half 
weeks of introductory training 
at the academy before being 
assigned to a field training 
officer (FTO). 

The new troopers have 
received more than 1,600 
hours of classroom and field 
instruction in more than 100 
different subjects, including 
crime scene investigation, 
survival Spanish, judicial pro-
cedures, self defense, cultural 
diversity and firearms.

 Following graduation, the 
new troopers’ final phase of 
training began January 11, 
when they reported for their 
individual duty assignments. 
Each trooper will spend a 
minimum of six weeks with 
an FTO learning his or her 
new patrol area and day-to-
day duties.

RICHMOND—“Take your keys or take your chances,” advises 
the Virginia State Police Help Eliminate Auto Theft (HEAT) pro-
gram.

“How many times have you seen a car left running while the 
driver goes into a store,” said HEAT program coordinator First 
Sgt. Steve Hall. “Better yet, how often do you leave your vehicle 
idling unattended to warm up on a cold morning?”

The National Insurance Crime Bureau reports that 44,828 of 
the vehicles stolen nationally from January to June of last year 
had the keys inside.

“There’s no doubt you run a much greater risk of having your 
vehicle stolen if you leave your keys in a parked or idling vehi-
cle,” Hall said. “Auto theft is a crime of opportunity and it’s cer-
tainly an issue in Virginia.”

VSP reported 7,542 motor vehicle thefts in its 2014 Crime in 
Virginia report. And while that’s down from 8,318 motor vehicle 
thefts in 2013, Hall cautions against complacency.

Some 74 new troopers
graduate from academy;
two from Northern Neck

Motorists reminded to take
their keys, or their chances

The Agenda
Local Government News
The full text may be reviewed at 
prfc.us, or by calling 800-266-
3904. 

Other items on the agenda will 
include discussion of economic 
impacts and recommendations 
from the Oyster Industry Eco-
nomic Mitigation Work Group, 
results from an oyster survey on 
Beacon, Horseshoe and Pope’s 
Creek, a report from the Oyster/
Clam Advisory Committee, and 
other oyster topics including a 
draft order to open some oyster 
bars in the middle Potomac River 
to hand scrapes.

SHERIFF’S REPORT
and use of common property); 
checked on the well-being of 
a pedestrian who was seen 
previously near Kamps Mill 
and again near Avis Trail (no 
emergency services or other 
assistance was needed; sub-
ject was just out for a walk); 
and received a motorist’s com-
plaint of a suspicious vehicle 
following the complainant 
and a passenger yelling at the 
complainant for an unknown 
reason (complainant pulled 
into the courthouse complex; 
the suspect vehicle continued 
down the road).

January 5: Staff 
responded to a report of reck-
less driving with two vehicles 
involved near the intersection 
of River and White Hall roads, 
and with KPD to a report of 
a prowler in the 100 Block of 
Raleigh Drive.

January 6: Staff responded 
to a commercial burglary call 
at the 18000 Block of Mary 
Ball Road (numerous items 
were removed from the busi-
ness, two arrests listed above 
were related to this incident), 
to the 100 Block of Dawson 
Avenue to a report of verbal 
disagreement, and to the area 
of Mary Ball and Regina Road 
after receiving a report of a 
possible DUI driver.

January 7: Deputies 
responded to a reported auto 
larceny from the 4500 block 
of Windmill Point Road (vehi-
cle was located later in the day 
with a civil resolution), and to 
the Cox’s Farm Road area for a 
complaint of the unauthorized 
use of a vehicle; and received 

a walk-in complaint of found 
property near the 4300 block 
of Windmill Point Road. 

January 8: Deputies 
received a walk-in com-
plaint of trespassing near 
the 2000 block of River 
Road; responded to the 
area of Chinns Mill regard-
ing a reported possible DUI 
headed into the county, to the 
700 block of Pinckardsville 
Road on a report of suspi-
cious activity, with KPD on a 
report of a suspicious person 
near the 200 block of School 
Street, and with KPD to the 
400 block of Main Street on a 
report of attempted burglary.

January 9: Deputies 
responded with KPD to the 
200 block of Old Fairground 
Way for a reported theft of 
property

January 10: Deputies 
responded to the 13000 block 
of River Road on a domestic 
disturbance and civil com-
plaint, and to the 500 block 
of Lancaster Creek Drive on 
a domestic disturbance com-
plaint.

The sheriff ’s staff also con-
ducted 28 traffic stops, issued 
nine summonses, assisted 
seven motorists, recorded two 
deer strike accidents, handled 
four calls for traffic con-
trol, investigated 12 building 
alarms, logged eight inmate 
transports, received 23 E911 
hangup calls and fielded five 
calls for animal control ser-
vice.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Vol-
unteer Fire Department 

responded to a traffic crash/
vehicle fire on River Road 
and assisted Northumberland 
VFDs with a large metal fire.

White Stone VFD 
responded to a gas alarm on 
Beach Cove Drive.

Kilmarnock VFD 
responded to a possible elec-
trical fire on Main Street and 
assisted Northumberland 
VFDs with a structure fire.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster County NAACP will meet 
at 7 p.m., Tuesday, January 19, at the Lancaster Community 
Library, 235 School Street, Kilmarnock. 

All committees are asked to give a report on their plans for 
2016, said Lloyd Hill. Goals and objectives for the year will be 
finalized. 

The funds from the saving jars that were not collected in 
December are to be turned in at this meeting, said Hill. 

The Lancaster County Republican Committee will meet at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 19, at Chesapeake Bank Training Center, 51 School 
Street in Kilmarnock.

The committee will discuss plans for the 2016 Mass Meeting, the 
First District Republican Convention and the Republican State Con-
vention, said president Sue Clingan.

Planning also will begin for the annual Reagan Day Dinner March 
20 at Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club, Kilmarnock, she said

There also will be reports on the redrawing of several Virginia con-
gressional districts by a panel of judges, and how it might affect the 
First District.

“All interested persons are welcome to attend our meeting,” she 
said.

NAACP to meet January 19

Republicans to plan for Mass 
Meeting, upcoming conventions
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

This past week my Good Wife and I have 
been acclimatizing ourselves to having 

passed to a new stage in our lives where our 
children are no longer teenagers. As one who 
had a late start at parenthood, once it came 
upon me, I became accustomed to it quickly, 
and perhaps tended to think that my children 
always would be little tots. How wrong I was. 

A good number of years ago I wrote about 
what I learned from my children, but that 
body of information was only a seed of the 
vast store of knowledge I have amassed from 
the parenting experience. Both of the B.E.s 
have pulled me into modern times, some-
times a bit hesitantly on my part. For instance, 
I still do not text, but when one addresses the 
subject of computers, they and their mother 
form my first, indeed only, line of hope. 

When I cannot understand the complexity 
of cyberspace, I ask them, and receive readily 
usable answers, repurposing me back to the 
written page. When they are away at school, 
my Luddite impulses return, and I sit looking 
at the screen, or at my cell phone, waiting for 
an answer. In part, all is not my fault, as we 
live a significant distance away from a good 

signal and in an old farmhouse with a metal 
roof. When we have rain, the whole operation 
comes to a stop.

Happily, both of the B.E.s are concerned 
with the fate of the planet. We have encour-
aged them to be avid recyclers, and they in 
turn have provided me with the latest aca-
demic bases for understanding how we pro-
ceed with the normal routines of our daily 
lives has a far greater impact beyond the con-
fines of our current situation. Initially, they 
enjoyed the fiscal rewards of recycling, as 
we introduced them to Leon Saffelle at Rite-

Way Recycling in Lottsburg, always giving 
them the proceeds that Leon pays for metals 
brought to him. 

As they have grown older, they appreciate 
the benefits as being well beyond financial. 
The Younger B.E. consistently gives me the 
latest scientific data on how we can con-
serve and preserve the world around us, and 
I listen intently. In short, I have the benefit 
of modern university science without going 
to class, albeit not without cost, i.e., a small 
budget item known as tuition.

Over the years we have assembled an enor-
mous quantity of houseplants, which spend 
their summers on the deck and in the yard, 
but winter in the kitchen. Last year the Elder 
B.E. was snap-chatting with a friend, who 
remarked that the picture he was receiv-
ing gave the impression the B.E. was in the 
jungle. 

The crown jewel of the indoor/outdoor 
garden is a six-foot grapefruit tree, which we 
first noticed one morning as a sprouted seed 
in a single fruit. We named it “Martha,” after 
Martha Lee, our friend who purveys citrus 
every winter from her church. Both B.E.s 

enjoy the botanical menagerie, and post me 
on different aspects of how to care for it.

As the B.E.s learned to drive, I was brought 
up to date on the rules of the road that 
emerged since I first sat behind the wheel in 
those days recently beyond the time when the 
correct term was “horseless carriage.” They 
have become proficient drivers, and I enjoy 
being in the passenger seat, rather than with 
my foot to the pedal. 

At one point the B.E.s attempted to begin 
teaching me to play the piano. I got to the 
first bars of “Ode to Joy,” but soon realized 
that I possibly was causing Ludwig Freiherr 
von Beethoven to cringe, not to mention the 
effect on my family, and I reluctantly ended 
that segment. I am pleased that they did not 
join me in quitting, but continued, and now 
find pleasure in playing when they are not at 
work academically.

Having children when I did taught me 
the vital lesson that one is never too old 
to learn, and its corollary, one is never too 
young to teach, but one might be too old to 
learn to play the piano regardless of who the 
teacher is.

A good number of years ago 
I wrote about what I learned 
from my children, but that 
body of information was 
only a seed of the vast store 
of knowledge I have amassed 
from the parenting experience.

Focal Point

Swans on Lancaster Creek, 2014.

Photo by Frances Bush

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.
The Kilmarnock and District Pipe Band 

will hold its 17th annual Robert Burns 
Night Supper and Concert January 30.

I don’t want to ruffle anybody’s kilt, but 
outside of the pipe and drum clan, and local 
Scots, I suspect very few folks in the com-
munity know much about Burns. However, 
as recently as December 31, you may have 
been exposed to one of his more popular 
works set to music.

Burns (January 25, 1759-July 21, 1796) 
is known affectionately as Scotland’s 
National Bard. His birthday is celebrated 
by Scots worldwide, usually with a Burns 
Supper, including Scottish whisky, a tradi-
tional Scottish meal with haggis, speeches 
in memory of Burns, recitations of his 
poems, the singing of his songs, pipe and 
drum performances, dances, storytelling 
and related toasts, or any combination 
thereof. They are often described as “ribald 
literary soirees.”

Although I’ve never been to one, it 
sounds like guests are expected to partici-
pate in the celebration.

In a 2009 Scottish television poll, he was 
voted the Greatest Ever Scot. A Scottish 
poet and lyricist, his 1795 song “Is there for 
Honest Poverty,” commonly known as “A 
Man’s a Man for A’That,” opened the new 
Scottish Parliament in May 1999, its first 
session in almost 300 years. 

However, the song most often concluding 
a Burns Night Supper—the song alluded 
to earlier—you know as Auld Lang Syne. 
Among the most recognized tunes in the 
world, it’s performed everywhere to ring 
out the old and ring in the New Year. It is 
also sung at funerals, graduations and other 
farewell celebrations. 

He is credited with the song, although 
some scholars say he adapted it from a 
Scottish folk song. Nonetheless, his poem, 

written or transcribed in 1788, and printed 
in 1796 shortly after his death, is the song 
we know.

If you’re like me, you probably know 
the opening lines and maybe the chorus, so 
here are the rest of words to Burns’ original.

Sing along:
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
And never brought to mind?
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
And auld lang syne?
CHORUS:
For auld lang syne, my jo,
For auld lang syne,
We’ll tak’ a cup o’ kindness yet,
For auld lang syne.
And surely ye’ll be your pint-stoup!
And surely I’ll be mine!
And we’ll tak’ a cup o’ kindness yet,
For auld lang syne.
CHORUS
We twa hae run about the braes,
And pou’d the gowans fine;
But we’ve wander’d mony a weary fit,
Sin’ auld lang syne.
CHORUS
We twa hae paidl’d in the burn,
Frae morning sun till dine;
But seas between us braid hae roar’d
Sin’ auld lang syne.
CHORUS
And there’s a hand, my trusty fiere!
And gie’s a hand o’ thine!
And we’ll tak’ a right gude-willie 

waught,
For auld lang syne.
CHORUS
For those not familiar with the Scots 

language or dialect, the English translation 
goes something like this.

Sing along:
Should old acquaintance be forgot,
And never brought to mind?

Should old acquaintance be forgot,
And old lang syne?
CHORUS:
For auld lang syne, my dear,
For auld lang syne,
We’ll take a cup of kindness yet,
For auld lang syne.
And surely you’ll buy your pint cup!
And surely I’ll buy mine!
And we’ll take a cup o’ kindness yet,
For auld lang syne.
CHORUS
We two have run about the slopes, 
And picked the daisies fine;
But we’ve wandered many a weary foot,
Since auld lang syne.
CHORUS
We two have paddled in the stream,
From morning sun till dine;
But seas between us broad have roared
Since auld lang syne.
CHORUS
And there’s a hand my trusty friend!
And give me a hand o’ thine!
And we’ll take a right good-will draught,
For auld lang syne.
CHORUS
Modern English translations substitute 

“times gone by” or “days of long ago” for 
auld lang syne, but that’s just too weird. 
What would Guy Lombardo do?

To learn more about Scotland’s National 
Bard get your ticket to the Kilmarnock and 
District Pipe Band Burns Night Supper and 
Concert at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, January 30, 
at the Northumberland County Community 
Center, 679 Browns Store Road, Heaths-
ville. 

Tickets are $35 per person. You can get 
them at the Bank of Lancaster in Kilmar-
nock and White Stone; Chesapeake Bank 
main branch, Kilmarnock; and The Local, 
Irvington.

YOUR LETTERS

The letter regarding moving 
abroad contingent on elec-
tion outcomes reminded me of 
the German who foresaw the 
cataclysm of World War II. He 
decided to move his family to an 
idyllic spot, and enjoy island life 
for the duration.

Our present electoral process is 
disquieting to be sure. Especially 
when considering what the elec-
torate has given us. Perhaps those 
of us who are the least pleased 
should be the most active. When 
considering the candidates, it 
would be wise to contemplate not 
only what is ranted, but what isn’t 
said. Replay the debates and con-
sider who hasn’t said something 
really stupid (to use one of the 
Donald’s favorite words from his 
limited vocabulary).

In the time of “likes” and “dis-
likes” and “tweets” and lies and 
rants and insults and pc blather, it 
takes added effort to discern. 

Jeb and Ben Carson remain 
as my dream ticket because they 
haven’t revealed a stupid side, 
and what they do say shows they 
understand the core causes of our 
shortcomings. Our only hope for 
a bright tomorrow is leadership 
with experience, knowledge, 
honesty and compassion with a 
genuine sense of direction. And, 
please, one narcissistic neophyte 
per century is more than enough.

We need to ask ourselves: Would 
we invest in a company whose 
board recruited a bombastic loud-
mouth, or a liar to manage it?

That German family. They 
moved to Guadalcanal.

Paul Boyenga,
Kilmarnock

Consider 
what is not said

I am writing in response to the 
letter of January 7 concerning 
abuse of hunting dogs. I hope 
there is no one who would dis-
agree that abuse of hunting dogs, 
or any animals, is despicable and 
should be punished. 

Where I have a problem is 
with his comment that “this is 
not hunting and hunters who 
abuse their animals should face 
appropriate consequences.” He 
then says, “It simply is not right 
that our community condones 
this behavior, justified as ‘North-
ern Neck culture.’” I would like 
to know who in the Northern 
Neck condones abuse of animals 
because it is part of the culture.

I am not a hunter but I know 
several people who hunt and 
they take excellent care of their 
dogs. They do not condone the 
behavior he speaks of just like 
they, and hopefully most people, 
do not condone the abuse of pets. 
The abusers should be reported 
and punished. Those who are 
responsible owners should be 
allowed to continue to do so.

I think his real problem is that 
he does not condone hunting 
with dogs. That is what is part of 
the Northern Neck culture. That 
is a totally different issue. If he 
feels that way, it is an issue that is 
legitimate to discuss. It is sepa-
rate from the abuse of animals 
by a few low-life individuals. 

Roy S. Bredder, 
Lottsburg

Speaking 
of two issues

It is as dangerous as it is dis-
appointing; the calls to silence 
dissent and disagreement from 
those whose arguments cannot 
withstand the scrutiny of critical 
thinking and documented facts.

One of the greatest liberties 
ever granted to man by God was 
the liberty to disagree with him. 
Imagine The Almighty conde-
scending to allow the impudence 
of his creation to defiantly rage, 
“There is no God!”

The Founding Fathers did not 
have to research history to under-
stand the tyranny against the 
mind, the censorship of religion, 
conscience, speech and thought. 
They lived it, hence the establish-
ment of the First Amendment in 
our Bill of Rights.

Today through the weaponized 
mind control of political cor-
rectness there are those among 
us, incredibly, even those who 
have sworn a sacred oath to pro-
tect our freedom of speech, who 
call for the silence of those with 
whom they disagree.

In 1967, the CIA, endeavoring 
to shut down those who refused to 
accept their “official narrative,” 
those who refused to blindly 
trust their government, coined 
the term “conspiracy theorist.”  
It was effectively implemented 
to label such critical thinkers 
and fiercely independent, intel-
ligent people as ‘kooks,’ out of 
the ‘main stream.’ Such people 
were to be ignored, discounted, 
belittled and rejected.

It has worked brilliantly. This 
mind control has been expanded 
to include many terms, includ-
ing “climate deniers.” Those who 
bitterly cling to flawed, fabricated 
and manipulated data to support 
the bogus claims of global warm-
ing, climate change, are now 
demanding that such “deniers” 
be imprisoned and forcibly re-
educated. I kid you not.

Which brings me to the 
Second Amendment, the right 
to keep and bear arms shall not 
be infringed. The reason for the 
Second Amendment, besides 
personal protection and a defense 
against tyranny is to protect the 
First Amendment, both rights 
given by God.

Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

Practicing the
First Amendment

On Saturday evening, George 
Warren, a junior at the Eastman 
School of Music, presented a 
truly phenomenal performance 
on the grand piano at Good Luck 
Cellars.

His masterful technical skill 
on the piano and his musical 
interpretations were wonderful. 
He shared information about 
each composer, their musical 
period, and how they conveyed 
their “idea,” with a bit of humor 
thrown in here and there. We, the 
audience, were captivated. 

I hope our own Northern Neck 
Orchestra can entice George to 
be a soloist at one of their future 
concerts.  We would be in for a 
real treat.

Elaine Weekley,   
Lancaster

Amazing young
piano virtuoso
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UPPER LANCASTER VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
 The volunteers of the Upper Lancaster Fire Department would like to thank all donors and 
sponsors for their generous support throughout the year. Donations from our Annual Fund Drive this 
past September exceeded our expectations as did the sponsorship of our annual fundraising events 
including truck pulls and the recent corn hole tournament and dance. This year, we will kick off 2016 
with our annual Shrimp & Oyster fund raising event on January 30th.
 It’s the generous donations, sponsorships, and commitments to the safety of our 
community that makes it possible for the Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department to exist and 
make our community a great place to live. Our mission has, and always will be, to serve and protect 
our community; a community we have proudly served for over 67 years.
 Again, thank you for your support and generosity.

Sincerely,
Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department

Hudson-Blunt Insurance
Yankee Point Marina
Bill’s Body Shop
Redlaw Mechanical
Lancaster Auto & Marine
Old Orchard Builders
Dr. Steve Glessner
Callao Supermarket
Silco Truck Service
Jack T-N-T
Tractor Supply
J.R. Hinson & Sons
Holyoke Farms
Rapid Lube
EVB Bank
Chesapeake Bank
Noblett Appliance & Propane
World Famous Corner Bar & Grill
Frost Industries
James River Companies
Callao Service Center
Bay Auto Service
Sanders Tires
Northern Neck Meat Processing
Headley Diesel
Fastenal
The Oaks Restaurant
River View

State Farm Insurance
Big L Tires
C & O Auto Parts – Top Fuel
Lively Wood Yard
Northern Neck Mechanical
Harvey’s Auto Parts
Keith’s Home Improvement
Beathey Custom Cabinets
Davis Auto
Northern Neck Wireless
Northern Neck Burger
Synergy Global Supply
James William Ashburn
The Computer Wizard
Currie Funeral Home
Xtreme Power Sports
A & M Auto & Truck Repair
Bluewater Seafood & Deli
Dunn-Rite Auto Sales
Dilday Builders
The River Market
W.F. Booth & Son
Chesapeake Boat Basin
Lamberth Building Materials
Tri-Star Supermarket
Farm & Home Supply
Kilmarnock Pharmacy

Moubray & Company
The Shoe Store
Kilmarnock Lettering Company
Heads Up Hairworks
Bay & River Home Décor
Lee’s Restaurant
TK’s Siding & Seamless Gutters
Windows Direct
Bay Painting
F.A. McNeal Insurance
B.H. Baird, Inc.
Jerry Weber Plumbing
Keyser Lawn Care LLC
Elbourn Electrical Service
Robert H. Gawen & Son
Perkins Diesel & Auto Service
C.W. Walker Construction
Beauchamp Auto Center
Hanley Electrical Service
R.W. Gordon Construction
Connemara Corporation
Bayside Garage
The Tides Inn 
Golden Eagle Golf Club
Snap-on Tools
Ed Larking Construction
Squirrel Headley Diesel

Penny is a small, 7-pound 
Chihuahua, who has been missing 
from the Chase Street area since 
Saturday, January 8, 2016. Penny 
is tan with white markings and is 
wearing an orange collar with a 
bell but no tags. She is very timid 
and may need some coaxing. She 
has never been known to bite 
and is a sweet girl. If found please 
call 580-0523 at any time, day or 
night. Reward offered. 
Thank you.

LOST DOG
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Do you remember?
These October 1999 photos show Barney Fife impersonator David Newman of Bristol 
during a Kilmarnock Scottish Festival.  Left, he offers advice to Kilmarnock Police chief 
Mike Bedell and, right, he signs a “jaywalker ticket,” which is actually an autographed 
photo. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum. 

(Reprints from the January 12, 1906, issue of 
the Virginia Citizen)

Fish And Oyster Notes
A West Point, Va., correspondent writes a 

very glowing account of the oyster trade there 
before Christmas, which hardly obtains today 
any where. He says: Orders for oysters are pour-
ing in from all over the country. There is fear that 
there will not be oysters enough to supply them. 
The seal-shift patent-carrier system, used in the 
shipping, has given a great impetus. The oys-
ters are shucked directly into a white enameled 
case, which is sealed and embedded in ice in an 
outer case. The case is sealed here and opened 
in Mexico and or California or elsewhere. This 
insures absolute protection from contamination 
from air, water or ice. It also insures the oysters 
reaching their destination firm, whole, of a natu-
ral color and with a genuine half-shell flavor. It 
matters not what the weather may be, no preser-
vatives are used-none are ever necessary. Oys-
ters shipped in this way are equal in flavor and 
freshness to oysters just opened on the coast.

The systematic culture of freshwater pearls 
may become an important industry in the 
United States as the mollusks from which they 
are taken are very abundant in our lakes and 
rivers. The Mississippi basin, especially, teems 
with them, presenting many forms which differ 
from those of the Atlantic water-shed and other 
parts of the world. The methods of culture are 
exceedingly simple, as it is necessary only to 
open slightly the shell and insert a very small 
transparent glass bead; putting it between the 
mantle and shell. Great care must be taken to 
avoid injury to the little animal; and in open-
ing the shell a thin, flat, iron tool with and a 
thin bent point should be used; a knife might 
answer for the purpose. After treatment, it must 
be returned to the water for a year or two, while 
the process of incrustation goes on.

Millenbeck
Miss Mae E. Blakemore has returned from 

Baltimore.
Miss Allen Poole has returned to school at 

Farmville, Va., after a week’s stay with friends 
and relatives at Bertrand.

Mr. and Mrs. F. I. Mullin left Saturday for 
their future home at Sharps. We wish them a 
long and happy life.

Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Warren have returned 
home.

Mrs I. C. Didlake, of Ottoman, was visiting 
friends here last week.

A. B. Wood left Monday for Camden, N. 
J., where he goes for hospital treatment. Mr. 
Wood had been bleeding at the nose for sev-
eral days, and became alarmed at his condi-
tion. He was accompanied by his son-in-law, 
T. F. Warren.

W. A. Saunders has been quite unwell the 
past week.

Miss Mary Wilcox, of Tidewater, has been 
visiting her cousin, Miss Linnie Wilcox, near 
here.

Justice Chilton and Special Officer R. W. 
Doggett picked up Lucian Robinson, Corne-
lia Johnson and Henry Hudnall at Ottoman 
Wednesday of last week while engaged in a 
crap game. They were fined $4.50 each.

Hon. J. C. Ewell, of Bertrand, who has been 
confined to his house some time from a slight 
sickness, is improving.

E. B. Clarke, of Lively, left Tuesday for Bal-
timore for treatment in one of the hospitals.

Willie Mullin, of Whealton (Morattico), 
was here last week getting signers to his peti-
tion for oyster inspectorship.

Mrs. Jane A. Croxton, of Rainswood, is vis-
iting J. C. Walker, near here.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, voluteer 
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)
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YOUR LETTERS

I have read several letters to 
the editor in the Rappahannock 
Record recently regarding a 
decline in songbird populations 
at bird feeders. I am not an 
ornithologist, nor an Audubon 
expert by any means, but I have 
been feeding birds for over 40 
years.

Try to create a safe sanc-
tuary for your birds to hide, 
perch, rest and nest. The preda-
tor hawk population (Red Tail, 
Cooper’s Hawk, Sharp Shinned) 
has increased in the Northern 
Neck. These hawks are fearless 
and can swiftly deplete your 
bird flocks. Song birds will dis-
appear if you have a predator 
population close to you.

Have a bird bath for your 
birds. I use a heated bird bath 
I purchased online, and I keep 
it clean and change the water 
frequently. Bird baths really do 
attract birds as there is so little 
fresh water in our area.The 
same should be done for your 
feeders.

Conjunctivitis (pink eye) 
has been rampant in the Finch 
population. It blinds them and 
they eventually starve to death. 
Therefore, avoid tube type feed-
ers as this highly contagious 
disease is transmitted when 
the birds wipe their beaks on 
the tube openings. Instead, use 
hanging or stationary platform 
feeders.

Clean the feeders and bird 
bath frequently. Clean using 
diluted bleach. Do this even in 
the winter.

Throw out old feed. Always 
use fresh. I use a mixture of 
many seed types all available 
in Kilmarnock stores. I also 
use meal worms. I have a lot of 
birds; many species.

Perhaps an area ornitholo-
gist or others can weigh in here 
with their opinions or sugges-
tions. I am sharing my experi-
ence just to give you some tips 

Attracting
songbirds

Nothing demonstrates the 
intellectual and moral impov-
erishment of climate change 
denialism more than the 
account of the warming slow-
down that never was. It’s a tale 
of shoddy thinking and shame-
less public conduct. It illus-
trates the deniers’ appalling 
ignorance of scientific method 
and disregard for ethical prin-
ciples.

Thanks to the Koch broth-
ers and their amazing global 
warming denial machine, 
AVG has become a political 
issue—that is to say, an ethical 
issue. The late Potter Stewart, 
Associate Justice of the U. S. 
Supreme Court, put it this way: 
“Ethics is knowing the differ-
ence between what you have a 
right to do and what is right to 
do.”

Last summer, a team of 
NOAA scientists published 
research findings that fell on 
climate denial dogmatists like 
used motor oil on a Kashan 
carpet. The researchers under-
mined a sacred tenet of the 
denialism cult which alleged 
a “hiatus” in global warming 
from 1998 to 2013.

After digging into a new and 
improved database (ERSST 
version 4) which had corrected 
several critical environmental 
errors in the noisy record of 
global surface temperatures, 
the NOAA team concluded 
that there is no discernable 
decrease in the rate of warm-
ing. 

The reaction by the chair-
man of the House Science, 
Space and Technology Com-
mittee, Lamar Smith, was swift 

Climate debate
indecency

and hyperpyrexic. He accused 
NOAA scientists of advancing 
the “administration’s extreme 
climate change agenda.”

Instead of deliberating the 
scientific evidence in a public 
forum and arguing the political 
implications of the research, 
Rep. Smith sought to rum-
mage through the emails of the 
NOAA staff in search of some 
compromising tidbits that 
he could use to discredit the 
underlying science and smear 
the scientists.

In the words of Special 
Counsel for the Army Joseph 
N. Welch, responding to 
unprincipled behavior by Sen-
ator Joe McCarthy, “Have you 
no sense of decency, sir?”  

Frank W. Fletcher,
Reedville

YOUR LETTERS

What would you cook for 
dinner if you had a few cups of 
rice, sorghum or corn; a little 
salt, and a small cup of oil to 
last for two weeks.

Cornbread! Right? Wrong!
You might go hungry so 

you could trade some of it for 
a little tea or sugar or a phone 
call to your family.

 That’s what life is like for 
500,000 people in Dadaab 
refugee camp in Kenya. It’s in 
the middle of the desert so you 
can’t go out and pick greens to 
go with your cornbread.

 The United Nations Food 
Program has had to cut rations 
because it does not have 
enough food to feed the grow-
ing number of refugees in 
camps across Africa and other 
parts of the world.

Let’s start by making Ben 
Rawlence’s new book, City of 
Thorns, the pick for our book 
clubs. Then talk to some “pow-
ers-that-be” about increasing 
the amount of food the United 
States contributes to bringing 
world peace.

Gayl Fowler,
Burgess

Cornbread
challenge

Pianist George Warren gave 
yet another finely wrought 
recital at the Good Luck Cel-
lars last Saturday evening.

What a treat! His program 
took the form of a condensed 
history of classical music, 
beginning with the classical 
era of Franz Joseph Haydn 
and ending with music of the 
French impressionists Claude 
Debussy and Maurice Ravel.

He neatly sidestepped the 
pitfalls of the Haydn sonata 
with crisp definition and met 
the challenges of Beethoven’s 
Appassionata Sonata with the 
equal amounts of muscle and 
tenderness that work demands. 
He indulged his enthusiasm 
for music evoking imagery 
with deft performances of 
Chopin’s “Raindrop” Prelude, 
Debussy’s “Sunken Cathe-
dral,” and Ravel’s “Pavane for 
a Dead Princess” and “Boat 

Recital is 
enlightening

on the Ocean.”
 Much to the delight of his 

audience, Mr. Warren intro-
duced each piece he played 
with an enlightening expla-
nation of its historical back-
ground and musical struc-
ture. In doing so, he provided 
more information than any 
other musician whose perfor-
mances I have attended over 
the years.

I’m also glad to report that 
the audience for this perfor-
mance was larger than for his 
previous recital.

I hope he returns to 
delight us again this year and 
attracts the larger audiences 
he deserves. He would, for 
example, be a fantastic addi-
tion to a future series of the 
Rappahannock Concert Asso-
ciation before he becomes too 
famous to be affordable.

Maggie Lyons, 
Callao, 

former program annotator 
and musicological consultant, 

National Symphony Orchestra

Rappahannock Record
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to get your birds back to you. I 
would miss my birds, too. They 
bring such pleasure and joy to 
my day.

Joanne W. Walters,
Wicomico Church



A6   RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

Let’s talk about...

You’re a busy Mom, juggling everyone’s schedules.  

So when someone gets sick, you count on prompt care 

that puts everyone back on track as soon as possible. 

What you want is: easy, simple, convenient.

Care designed around you is what Your Personal 

Health Team is all about. It starts with finding out your 

priorities, then building a relationship that lasts.

Guess what, Mom… Appointments available now.  
Just call 888-550-2865.

riversideonline.com/chooseus

   or text CHOOSEUS to 78234

WHITE STONE—Follow-
ing a closed session last Thurs-
day, the White Stone Town 
Council unanimously, 6-0, 
authorized town manager Pat-
rick Frere and town attorney 
Matson Terry to negotiate an 
extension on an option to buy 
the old White Stone school 
building. 

Council’s original option to 
buy the building and transform 
it into the White Stone Cultural 
and Commerce Center expired 
January 12. The new option, 
if accepted by owners Craig 
Miller and Lauren Davenport, 
would expire 90 days from that 
date. 

The town is still waiting to 
hear about grant funding for 
the purchase of the former 
White Stone Event Center at 
606 Chesapeake Drive, which 
was originally a schoolhouse. 
The new cultural and com-
merce center would function 

as a regional tourism center 
and trail headquarters for the 
artisan, oyster, bike and wine 
trails in the Northern Neck. 
There also would be a senior 
center component, according 
to Frere. 

Councilman Irving Britting-
ham made the motion to have 
Frere and Terry negotiate the 
contract extension, while coun-
cil woman Jennifer Hodges 
seconded the motion. Voting 
in favor were Brittingham, 
Hodges, Joe Sliakis, Will Hub-
bard, Blair Kenyon and Paul 
Elbourn. Council woman Kelli 
Blankenship was absent. 

In other business, the design 
firm of PMA Architecture of 
Newport News and its associ-
ates, Bowman Consulting and 
Community Futures, updated 
council on its plans to trans-
form the downtown area 
of White Stone if the town 
receives a Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG) 
for the revitalization project. 

The grant application is due 
to the state by the end of March 
and the town plans to hold a 
first public hearing on the proj-
ect at 7 p.m. February 4 in the 
Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock 
Drive. A second public hearing 
will be on March 3 and a third 
on March 17. 

“I know [the timeline] is 
very tight but we have to move 
fast,” said Frere. 

Additionally, Frere said there 
needs to be a show of support 
from the businesses and the 
public at the hearings. 

According to Neal Barber 
with Community Futures, the 
downtown renovation plans 
include a 23-space public 
parking lot with improved 
landscaping throughout town. 
Building facades would also be 
improved and pedestrian areas 
added. 

A good conceptual plan, 
short term and long term, 
“starts with improving appear-
ance and function,” he said.

WHITE STONE—Smokers 
may soon be paying ten cents 
more per pack in White Stone. 

Town council voted unani-
mously, 6-0, last Thursday to set 
the wheels in motion for increas-
ing the White Stone cigarette 
tax from 15 cents per pack to 25 
cents with plans to use the addi-
tional revenue for a public sewer 
project.

Although the motion made 
by Blair Kenyon and seconded 
by Irving Brittingham did not 
specify the revenue be used for 
the septic project, both Mayor 
Randy Reeves and town man-
ager Patrick Frere indicated the 
money may be used for the proj-
ect if additional state and grant 
funding isn’t available.

Council is still waiting to 
hear about funding for an ongo-
ing Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) hous-
ing rehab and septic project. 
Although the town has received 
a letter of intent for $1.4 mil-
lion towards the project from the 
Virginia Department of Housing 
and Community Development, 
more is needed to complete the 
public sewer project. Council 
will learn this month the ratio 
of grant-to-loan funding avail-
able from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Rural Develop-
ment program and what funding 
is available from the Department 
of Environmental Quality. 

Meanwhile, Reeves and Frere, 
along with the rest of council, 
say they are determined to keep 
residents’ monthly septic fees 
to a minimum and can use the 
additional cigarette tax revenue 
as a contingency plan for fund-
ing.

The 10 cents increase per 
pack would bring the town tax 

White Stone Town Council
plans to increase cigarette tax

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi to 25 cents per pack, still lower 
than the 30 cents tax in neigh-
boring Kilmarnock. 

The town’s 15 cents per pack 
tax started in March 2012 and 
over a 44 month period has 
raised some $112,000. Kenyon’s 
motion was to have Frere begin 
the process of raising the tax, 
which will include a public hear-
ing. 

Kenyon, Brittingham, Joe 
Sliakis, Will Hubbard, Jennifer 
Hodges and new town council 
member Paul Elbourn voted 
in favor. Council woman Kelli 
Blankenship was absent. 

In a related matter, Frere 
shared some good news with 
council. A $22,000 USDA 
search grant recently awarded 
to the town allowed for 
Bowman Consultants of Wil-
liamsburg to do additional 
soil work for the septic proj-
ect. The “work showed better 
soil” than anticipated, said 
Frere, which could result in 
as much as a $400,000 sav-
ings in construction cost. 

Because of that, an amended 
Preliminary Engineering Report 
will be submitted to the USDA 
with the lower cost projections.

Town seeks an extension
on option to buy old school

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

RICHMOND—The 2016 
General Assembly was sched-
uled to convene January 13 in 
Richmond. The 60-day session 
will conclude March 12.

The legislature is scheduled 
to reconvene on April 20 to 
consider the governors amend-
ments and/or vetoes.

Among prefiled legislation of 
local interest, District 98 Del. 
M. Keith Hodges of Urbanna 
has prefiled House Bill 453 to 
expand the membership of the 
Northern Neck-Middle Penin-
sula Public Education Consor-
tium to include King George 
County and King William 
counties. The bill also would 
update the list of senatorial and 
house districts represented by 
the legislative advisory mem-
bers of the consortium’s govern-
ing board.

According to the Virginia 
General General Assem-
bly Legislative Information 
System, House Bill 435 has 
been referred to the House 
committee on education.

Del. Hodges also has pre-
filed House Bill 526 to exempt 
living shorelines from taxes. 
The bill provides that any living 
shoreline project approved by 
the Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission (VMRC) or the 
applicable local wetlands board 
and not prohibited by local 
ordinance shall qualify for full 
exemption from local property 
taxes.

District 65 Del. R. Lee Ware 
of Powhatan has prefiled House 
Bill 17 to require disclosure of 
storage or land application of 
industrial waste and sewage 
sludge. 

The bill requires the owner 
of land upon which indus-
trial waste or sewage sludge 
has been stored or to which 
industrial waste or sewage 
sludge has been applied pursu-
ant to a permit issued by the 
Department of Environmental 
Quality(DEQ) to disclose such 
storage or application to a pro-
spective purchaser or lessee of 
the land.

If the owner of the subject 

land fails to make the disclosure 
in writing, on a form developed 
by the Real Estate Board in 
consultation with DEQ, prior 
to acceptance of a contract for 
the sale or lease of the subject 
land, the prospective purchaser 
or lessee may institute an action 
to recover actual damages. The 
disclosure and remedy provi-
sions of the bill are similar to 
those in the Virginia Residential 
Property Disclosure Act.

According to the Virginia 
General Assembly Legislative 
Information System, House 
Bill 17 has been referred to the 
House committee on agricul-
ture, Chesapeake and natural 
resources.

District 10 Del. J. Randall 
Minchew of Leesburg has 
House Bill 283 to require local 
hearings for electrical transmis-
sion line siting.

The bill requires the State 
Corporation Commission 
(SCC) to hold at least one 
hearing in the area that would 
be affected by construction of 
an electrical transmission line 
of 138 kV or more, upon the 
request of the governing body 
of any county or municipality 
through which the line is pro-
posed to be built. 

Currently the SCC is required 
to conduct a hearing in the 
affected area if requested by 
20 or more interested parties. 
The measure also provides that 
the affected localities are given 
the same protections whenever 
a significantly different route is 
deemed desirable by the SCC.

According to the Virginia 
General Assembly Legislative 
Information System, House 
Bill 283 has been referred to the 
House committee on commerce 
and labor. 

District 82 Del. Jason S. 
Miyares of Virginia Beach 
has prefiled House Bill 204 to 
increase the membership of the 
VMRC.

The bill adds a member who 
is a recreational user of water 
and owns property that abuts 
the waters in Virginia Beach. 
The bill increases the number 
of members for a quorum from 
five to six. Obsolete provisions 
regarding the initial staggering 
of terms would be eliminated.

According to the Virginia 
General Assembly Legislative 
Information System, House 
Bill 204 has been referred to 
House committee on agricul-
ture, Chesapeake and natural 
resources.

District 8 Sen. Bill R. 
DeSteph Jr. of Richmond has 
prefiled Senate Bill 102, simi-
lar to House Bill 204. Accord-
ing to the Virginia General 
Assembly Legislative Informa-
tion System, Senate Bill 102 
has been referred to the Senate 
committee on agriculture, con-
servation and natural resources.

District 6 Sen. Lynwood W. 
Lewis Jr. of Accomac has pre-
filed Senate Bill 283 to require 
a turtle excluder device on 
recreational crab pots. The bill 
directs the VMRC to require 
that turtle reduction devices 
be attached to each crab pot 
covered by a recreational gear 
license.

Sen. Lewis also has pre-
filed Sen. Bill 248 regarding 
the taking of oysters for rec-
reational use. Senate Bill 284 
limits the exemption for taking 
up to one bushel of oysters for 
personal use on Sunday to those 
Sundays within a prescribed 
oyster harvest season and 
from public oyster grounds or 
unleased bottom that has been 
designated as open for harvest-
ing.

According to the Virginia 
General Assembly Legislative 
Information System, Senate 
Bills 283 and 248 both have 
been referred to the Senate 
committee on agriculture, con-
servation and natural resources.

Legislators return to State Capital


