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Were you and your spouse a 
match made online? Or did you 

meet on a blind date? Did your eyes 
meet across a crowded Rolling Stones 
concert and you were instantly drawn 
to one another? 

Or maybe your parents have photos 
of the two of you playing in the yard 
as toddlers and a lifelong friendship 
blossomed into love?

We’re looking for the unusual, 
funny or romantic ways you and your 
significant other first met for pub-
lication in Bliss, our 2016 wedding 
guide to appear in the Rappahannock 
Record and Southside Sentinel.

Please submit a photo of you and 
your mate and a brief explanation of 
how the two of you met by Monday, 
January 18, to the Rappahannock 
Record by email at editor@rappre-
cord.com, by mail to P.O. Box 400, 
Kilmarnock VA 22482, or in person 
at 27 North Main Street, Kilmarnock.

Submit information to the South-
side Sentinel by email at editor@
sentinel.com, by mail to P.O. Box 
549, Urbanna, VA 23175, or in person 
at the office at 276 Virginia Street, 
Urbanna.

LANCASTER—On the final day 
of 2015, Ronnie Crockett walked out 
of the Lancaster Sheriff ’s Office for 
the last time as the county’s chief law 
enforcement officer. He got into a 
vehicle with the number “2” license 
plate, indicating he is the second lon-
gest serving sheriff in the Common-
wealth of Virginia.

Lining the roadway in front of the 
building was a long procession of 
police vehicles with flashing lights, 
rescue squad vehicles and fire trucks 
from White Stone, Kilmarnock 
and Upper Lancaster volunteer fire 
departments.

Crockett’s wife, Cathy, and son, 
Adam, joined some 50 law enforce-
ment officers, firemen, EMTs, office 
staff and court officials lining both 
sides of the circular drive and salut-
ing as Sheriff Crockett drove away.

“I’m going to miss him,” said Val-
erie Rich who cooks for prisoners in 
the jail behind the sheriff ’s office. 
“He hired me 21 years ago.”

“It’s been an amazing experience,” 
said Ashley O’Bier, communication 
supervisor and 911 operator. Like 
most of her fellow employees, she 
spent her entire career working for 
Crockett. “He cares very much about 
his people. We’re all going to miss 
him very much.”

Farewell to Sheriff Ronnie Crockett
Capt. Shirilla also retires

Bliss: How did you 
meet your mate?

“It’s always been a family atmo-
sphere,” investigator Brian O’Bier 
said of Crockett’s leadership.

Capt. Marty Shirilla, who followed 
his boss into retirement after 28 years 
in the sheriff ’s office, said Crock-
ett always looked after his staff. “In 
terms of benefits, he always put them 
first. He put himself last.”

“Sheriff Crockett and Capt. Shirilla 
have been outstanding, dedicated 
servants to Lancaster County,” said 
District 5 supervisor Wally Beau-
champ. “It’s a sad day for the county, 
but a great day for those guys.”

After 32 years as sheriff of Lan-
caster County, Crockett chose not to 
run for a ninth term in the November 
2015 election. 

“You have to be a little insane to 
keep running for sheriff,” said Crock-
ett, admitting he didn’t care for the 
political side of the job. “I don’t like 
anything about it, but it’s something 
you have to do.”

A former Virginia State Police 
trooper, Crockett left the state police 
to return to the place where he grew 
up, Lancaster County. He spent six 
years working in the family’s Irving-
ton seafood business, but missed law 
enforcement. In 1983, he ran for the 
constitutional office of sheriff and 
beat a sitting sheriff, Jack Hammel, 
and a former 16-year sheriff, Gar-
land Forrester. He ran unopposed 

for the next five elections, but faced 
competition in 2007 and 2011. 

“I’m tired. After 32 years of 
responsibilities, I’m ready for a 
break,” he said. 

When he first took the helm Janu-
ary 1, 1984, there were 24 employ-
ees. Today, there are 36 full- and 
part-time employees, including 
administrative staff, court bailiffs, 
jailers and school resource officers. 
“There are a lot of wonderful people 
working here,” he said.

Crime in the county has changed 
over the years, he said. Thirty-two 
years ago, most crime was commit-
ted by local people, which made it 
easier to match up a criminal with 
the evidence left behind.

“Today, there are people and work-
ers passing through from places like 
Richmond, Williamsburg and New-
port News. It makes it more difficult 
to solve crimes...because they move 
on to other counties,” he said.

One of the biggest cases he 

encountered after he was first elected 
to office dealt with a wealthy indi-
vidual bringing in a huge stash of 
drugs aboard his yacht. “The Daddy 
Warbuck’s case,” he called it. “One 
of the deputies and I got a tip about 
a big shipment of drugs coming 
into the county. I could see the boat 
coming through Carter’s Creek from 
my house.” 

The bust resulted in the seizure 
of $10 million in marijuana. “It was 
exciting taking place in the first six 
months of my career,” he said.

He attributed much of his success 
to county residents putting their trust 
in him. “People trust me. They know 
me. They know I will do what I have 
to do.” 

Having a local jail is a real asset 
for the county, he added. “It provides 
an investigative tool where we can 
talk to and interact” with inmates 
to gather information on cases. “It 
would be a big mistake to get rid of 
it.”

Special services initiated during 
Crockett’s administration include the 
Drug Abuse Resistance Education 
(DARE) program, a deputy-led edu-
cational effort aimed at fifth-graders 
on the effects of drugs, alcohol and 
tobacco on the body. Another pro-
gram goal is to develop self-confi-
dence.  

Keep Safe is a program that checks 
daily on elderly citizens living alone, 
and the Explorer program involves 

Susan Elizabeth Haynie of Reed-
ville was crowned Queen of the 

Holly Realm on December 28, 2015, 
at Indian Creek Yacht and Country 
Club in Kilmarnock.

Miss Haynie was chosen to serve 
as the 120th Queen of the Holly Ball, 
the Tidewater Foundation’s fundrais-
ing arm. Fourteen Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula debutantes 
were presented.  

Retired Lt. Col. Montgomery 
Carter Deihl of Reedville provided 
an eloquent oration for the gala event 
and crowned Miss Haynie with the 
traditional crown worn by former 
queens, reported publicity committee 
member Amy Humphreys.

Miss Haynie succeeds reigning 
Queen Hannah Ellery Kellum of 
Farnham, the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Ellery Kellum of Reed-
ville and Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Gray 
Barrack Jr. of Farnham.                                        

Miss Haynie is the daughter of 
John Willard Haynie Jr. of Reedville 
and Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Chilton 
Kelley of Kilmarnock. She was pre-
sented by her father, Mr. Haynie, and 
escorted by Carter Manning Deihl.

Miss Haynie crowned Queen of the Holly Realm

by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFF, continued on page A2

MISS HAYNIE, continued on page A2
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students in early law enforce-
ment recruitment activities. 

More than anything else, 
Crockett is proud of his staff 
and the professional prog-
ress they’ve made over the 
years in every department. 
He noted that when he first 
took office, investigations 
were handled by state troop-
ers because his office didn’t 
have the training and staff-
ing to be tied up for months 
on one case. 

As an example, he cited 
the August 1985 abduction 
and murder of Mary Keyser 
Harding from her Ottoman 
home. “Most of the investi-
gation was handled by state 
troopers with some assis-
tance by the FBI,” he said. 

In contrast, the investiga-
tion of the July 2014 disap-
pearance of Claudine Jaquier 
Gifford and subsequent 
conviction of James Todd 
Kessler for second degree 
murder 14 months later, was 
handled by the four investi-
gators of Lancaster County 
Sheriff ’s Department.

“It shows the growth of the 
sheriff ’s office from having 
to depend on the state police 

for manpower to our four 
investigators handling the 
investigation. It was only the 
fourth murder conviction in 
Virginia without a body,” he 
said with pride. 

The department’s handling 
of the case won the respect 
and praise of members of 
Richmond City’s investiga-
tion unit and special pros-
ecutor Tony Spencer. Both 
were amazed at their thor-
oughness and evidence col-
lection—and with only four 
investigators as opposed 
to having a big department 
with a large staff, Crockett 
noted.

“I’m really proud of what 
they accomplished. It makes 
me proud of the people that 
worked for me. The county 
was good to me with the 
budget. It allowed me to 
invest in a lot of training. This 
is not a rinky-dink depart-
ment. Now, this department 
is as good as any sheriff ’s 
office in Virginia,”  he said.  

On January 1, Crockett 
took up residence as a real 
estate agent with Middle Bay 
Realty on North Main Street 
in Kilmarnock. But he had 
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She chose as her attendants 
Peyton Teal Brady, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Milo Avery 
Brady of Colonial Heights, 
and Katilyn Elizabeth Duryea, 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Adam Joseph Duryea of 
Kilmarnock. Miss Brady was 
presented by her father and 
escorted by Benjamin Ertel. 
Miss Duryea was presented 
by her father and escorted by 
Jack Andrew Belden.

Richard Aubrey Farmar III 
served as master of ceremo-
nies.  

Other debutantes included 
Kallie Marie Carson, the 
daughter of Scott Bradley 
Carson of Tappahannock and 
Mr. and Mrs. David Asher 
Jones of Tappahannock, 
presented by Mr. Carson, 
escorted by Robert Blake 
Walker; Haley Nicole Dull, 
the daughter of Charlotte 
George Dull of Kilmarnock 
and Richard Barron Dull of 
Weems, presented by her 
father, escorted by Noah 
David Hook; and Makenzie 
Paige Fletcher, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Brian 
Fletcher of Deltaville, pre-
sented by her father, escorted 
by Mr. Kyle Harrison Blan-
kenship.

Also, Myra Makenzie 
Hall, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. David Wayne Hall 

KILMARNOCK—During 
the final Kilmarnock town 
council meeting of 2015, mem-
bers appointed a new member 
and reviewed committee prog-
ress on outstanding issues. 

Betsy Crowther was the 
unanimous choice to fill the 
remaining half year of Chris 
Allen’s term on council. Allen 
resigned after moving to Rich-
mond in a job transfer.

Crowther is a native of 
Kilmarnock and works in the 
real estate industry. The posi-
tion will be up for election 
in May; however, the term 
doesn’t officially end until 
July. Crowther will be sworn in 
at the January council meeting.

In committee reports, vice 
mayor Rebecca Nunn said the 
administration and finance 
committee recommended 
council not give financial sup-
port to Save the Rappahan-
nock’s legal battle with Domin-
ion Power over construction of 
towers across the Rappahan-
nock River. While she said it 
is a worthy cause, Nunn said, 
“We feel it should be financed 
with private monies.”

No vote was taken on the 
issue.

Save the Rappahannock is 
made up of local residents who 
have successfully halted con-
struction of Dominion’s plans 
pending a full review by the 
State Corporation Commis-
sion. The group has asked local 
governments for financial help 
with some $55,000 in legal 
fees. 

In his report from the plan-
ning commission, councilman 
Curtis Smith noted there is a 
lot of confusion on how to pro-
ceed with the issue of mobile 
and temporary vendors operat-
ing in town. 

“They’re looking for direc-
tion from council before 
moving forward,” said Smith.

“The town of West Point has 
a good community plan,” said 
Nunn. She suggested planners 
start by reviewing those plans.

Councilman Emerson Gra-
vatt said the public safety and 
police committee is working 
on a “legal firearm discharge 
ordinance. We’re also review-
ing pedestrian safety issues for 
crosswalks in town, including 
the intersection of Irvington 
Road and Main Street,” he said.

Town manager Tom Saun-
ders expressed concern over 
the recent accident involving 
a couple being hit by a vehicle 
while crossing East Church 
Street after evening church ser-
vices.

“We’re looking at lights, 
crosswalks...there and other 
places,” he said. “We may 
upgrade street lights. It’s some-
thing for us to look at care-
fully.”

“Christmas parade atten-
dance was up over last year,” 
reported councilman Keith 
Butler for the streets com-
mittee. He noted many public 
compliments on the town’s 
holiday lights.

Saunders praised town staff 
for their work in decorating the 
town and residents for adding 
to the festive look by decorat-
ing their homes. 

“We thank everyone who 
participated in organizing the 
Christmas parade, especially 
Susan Cockrell and Ann Pap-
perella of Lancaster by the Bay 
Chamber of Commerce,” he 
said.

Council member Michael 
Sutherland reported the waste-
water treatment plant is run-
ning well. He noted an appli-
cation for a testing lab at the 
plant is on track.

On a motion by Nunn, coun-
cil voted to change the meeting 
dates for January and February 
due to holidays. The new dates 
are January 25 and February 
22.

Betsy Crowther is appointed
to Kilmarnock Town Council

by Audrey Thomasson

Miss Haynie crowned 
continued from page A1

Sheriff Crockett retires 
continued from page A1

of Warsaw, presented by her 
father, escorted by Zachary 
Allen Kent; Jaclyn Marie 
Humphreys, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hub-
bard Humphreys Jr., of White 
Stone, presented by her father, 
escorted by Bobby Arjun 
Nazrini; Corinna Jo Ireland, 
the daughter of Deanna Weber 
Ireland of Lancaster and Craig 
Allen Ireland of Norfolk, pre-
sented by her father, escorted 
by Sean Jones; and Kyndall 
Susanne James, the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur 
Theodore James IV of White 
Stone, presented by her father, 
escorted by Joseph Hubbard 
Humphreys III. 

Also, Le’Aria Domanique 
Kelley, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Warren 
Tucker of Lancaster, pre-
sented by her father, escorted 
by Brandon Blake Self; 
Miss Anna Brooks Thomas, 
the daughter of Capt. and 
Mrs. Michael Don Thomas 
of Newtown, presented by 
her father, escorted by Paul 
Thomasson Kelly; Jordan 
Brooke Whelan, the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Keith 
Whelan of Warsaw, presented 
by her father, escorted by 
Johnathan Haynie Hinton; 
and Audrey Renae Williams, 
the daughter of Kenneth Ran-
dall Williams of Reedville 

and Laura Lemmons Williams 
of Callao, presented by her 
father, escorted by Joseph 
Camilo Megel.

Ushers were Joseph Davis 
Biddlecomb Jr. of Reedville, 
Connor Chaple Duryea of 
Kilmarnock, Charles Wil-
liam Faulkner IVof Wicomico 
Church and Clifford Braxton 
Galleher of Weems.

Proceeds from the ball are 
dispersed by the Tidewater 
Foundation to a variety of 
charitable organizations sup-
porting education and youth in 
the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula. During the last 
decade, the Tidewater Founda-
tion has contributed approxi-
mately a quarter of a million 
dollars to local entities.

some advice for incoming 
sheriff Patrick McCranie—a 
former trooper like Crockett.

“Sit back and watch what 
they can do,” he said of his 
former staff. 

The Lancaster native 
expressed gratitude to citi-
zens for entrusting him to 
serve and protect them.

“It has been a pleasure to 
be allowed to be sheriff for 
32 years,” Crockett said.



The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

FARM & HOME SUPPLY
SPECIAL

Lawn Mower and
Power Equipment Service
10% OFF Parts & Labor
for the Month of January

Call: 804-435-3177

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS 

&
Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

LANCASTER—The man 
serving 45 years for the second 
degree murder of Claudine Gif-
ford was found guilty Monday of 
unlawful wounding of a couple in 
an altercation that took place just 
days after Gifford’s disappear-
ance.

Lancaster County Circuit 
Court Judge Harry T. Taliaferro 
III declared James Todd Kessler, 
55, guilty of unlawful wounding 
of William Rose, which carries a 
sentence of five years. Unlawful 
wounding is a lesser offense than 
aggravated malicious wounding 

sought by the prosecution. 
Also, the judge upheld a previ-

ous conviction of misdemeanor 
assault and battery of Rose’s 
wife, Wanda, in the July 19, 2014, 
attack outside the same Windmill 
Point Marina bar where Gifford 
was last seen on July 6, 2014. 
Kessler was sentenced to one 
year in jail on that conviction.

“This court is not surprised 
to hear two conflicting sides in 
this case,” said Judge Taliaferro. 
While noting that alcohol was a 
big factor in events and that wit-
nesses don’t always confess to 
how much they drank, he said 
some witnesses were believable 

while other witnesses were not. 
Defense witnesses Neal 

Dameron, a bar patron, and bar 
employee Carter Aines both testi-
fied that Rose was the aggressor 
in a scuffle that took place inside 
the bar. They also admitted to 
being friends of Kessler.

William Rose said he did not 
start the altercation. He testified 
that as a result of the attack, he 
suffers memory loss and broken 
bones in his femur and pelvis 
that “...will cause lingering prob-
lems the rest of my life.” Wanda 
Rose said her injuries included a 
dislocated shoulder and broken 
vertebrae from Kessler’s unex-

pected attack outside the bar as 
the couple walked to their car.

Judge Taliaferro said the physi-
cian’s testimony noted the serious-
ness of Rose’s injuries. “There is 
no question of aggravated injury,” 
he said in rendering the verdict.

“The judge was very good, 
very fair,” Wanda Rose said out-
side the courtroom.

The case took place on newly 
elected Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Jan Smith’s first day on the 
job and was his first case as a 
prosecutor. 

“Kessler turned down a plea 
offer that would have resulted in 
nine years served concurrent with 

KILMARNOCK—Eight 
vehicles in town were targeted 
by thieves during the Christ-
mas holiday season, according 
to Chief of Police Mike Bedell. 

The crimes occurred at night 
in the neighborhoods of Chase 
Street, Heatherfield’s and East 
Church Street. Two other inci-
dents took place during the day 
to cars parked in front of Food 
Lion and Dollar General, but 
police are unsure if they are 
related.

“It’s a crime of opportunity. 
The doors were all unlocked,” 
said chief Bedell. 

The thieves rummaged 
through glove compartments, 
scattering papers on the floor. 

Among the items taken were 
Christmas presents, an iPad 
and sunglasses.

The crimes started around 
December 15 and continued 
through New Year’s weekend.

“We believe juveniles are 
involved. Warm evening 
weather at 75 degrees has kids 
milling around. The only cars 
hit were the ones unlocked. 
They did not break any win-
dows or vandalize the vehi-
cles,” he reported. “Anyone 
who may have witnessed an 
incident or has information 
that can help us is asked to call 
435-1200.” 

Bedell reminds citizens to 
keep the doors to their vehi-
cles locked and valuable items 
hidden from view.

ROBLEY—Virginia State 
Police responded to a fatal, sin-
gle-vehicle crash at 9:06 a.m. 
December 28 on Mary Ball 
Road, eastbound, 1/10th mile 
west of River Road at Chinn’s 
Mill Pond in Lancaster County. 

VSP Trooper J. B. Thompson 
investigated the crash.

The trooper’s investigation 
revealed that a 2006 Inter-
national tractor trailer was 
traveling east on Mary Ball 
Road, when it overturned in 
the roadway and caught fire, 
reported VSP First Division 

public information officer Sgt. 
Stephen Vick. The truck was 
loaded with logs that spilled 
onto the roadway. There was a 
minimal diesel fuel spill that 
was contained.  

The driver of the 2006 Inter-
national, Lester L. Brann, 74, 
of Hague, died at the scene. He 
was not wearing a seatbelt.   

Motorists were directed to 
use a detour route established 
by the Virginia Department 
of Motor Vehicles on Maon 
and Alfonso roads until crews 
cleared the scene.

SOMERS—Virginia State 
Police responded to a single-
vehicle crash at 1:19 a.m. Janu-
ary 2 at Nuttsville and River 
roads in Lancaster County. 

Virginia State Police Trooper 
R. M. Reed investigated the 
crash.

The trooper’s investigation 
revealed that a 1991 Ford Crown 
Victoria was traveling north on 
River Road when it ran off the 
road to the left, struck a tree and 
caught fire, reported VSP First 

Division public information offi-
cer Sgt. Stephen Vick.

The driver of the 1991 Ford 
Crown Victoria died at the 
scene, said Sgt. Vick. The driver 
was not wearing a seatbelt.

The remains were transported 
to the Office of the Chief Medi-
cal Examiner for positive identi-
fication and autopsy. The name 
will be released once this has 
been completed, said Sgt. Vick.

The crash remains under 
investigation.

WARSAW—A Mechanics-
ville man was fatally shot in a 
hunting accident in Richmond 
County on January 3.

According to the Virginia 
Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries (DGIF), Keith 
Williams, 60, was shot in the 
torso and pelvic area around 
3 p.m. near Shandy Hall and 
Suggetts Point roads. He was 
airlifted to Virginia Common-
wealth University Medical 
Center, where he later died.

Williams was hunting with 
a group of some 50 hunters, 
according to the DGIF. They 
were driving dogs and Wil-
liams was at the front of the 
drive. When the shooter saw 
movement, he believed it be 
game, and discharged a round 

of buckshot from a 12-gauge 
shotgun. The victim and the 
shooter were wearing blaze 
orange.

Wavely Veney, 45, of Wash-
ington, D.C., was arrested and 
charged with involuntary man-
slaughter, hunting without the 
proper licenses, violation of a 
protective order, reckless han-
dling of a firearm and attempt-
ing to take deer unlawfully. 
Investigators say Veney wasn’t 
legally supposed to have a gun 
because of a protective order 
against him, according to the 
VDGIF.

Veney is being held at the 
Northern Neck Regional Jail 
without bond.

The incident remains under 
investigation.

The Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers is seeking information 
regarding the whereabouts of 
two individuals wanted for pro-
bation violation.

Matthew Quentin Rosner, 
30, is described as a white male 
with blue eyes and brown hair. 
He is 5 foot, 8 inches tall and 
weighs 150 pounds.

Timothy Lamarr Moody, 29, 
is described as a black male 

with brown eyes and black hair. 
He is 5 feet, 7 inches tall and 
weighs 150 pounds. His last 
known address is Hampton.  

Report information on 
Rosner or Moody at 462-7463. 

Do not give your name. A 
number will be issued to you 
for further contact. You will not 
have to appear in court. 

You could receive a reward up 
to $1,000 if an arrest is made.

KILMARNOCK—The 
 will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, January 11, at Town Hall, 1 

North Main Street, Kilmarnock.
Discussion items will include temporary structures in the 

Steptoes Overlay District, the Virginia Department of Transpor-
tation Route 3 Study and the 2015 annual report.

KILMARNOCK—The  will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Monday, January 11, at Lancaster Middle 
School, 191 School Street, Kilmarnock.

The agenda will include reports from the chairman, the super-
intendent, regional boards and committees, as well as the adop-
tion of a proposed student attendance policy.

HEATHSVILLE—The 
 will meet at 5 p.m. January 7 in the Northumberland County 

Courts Building, 39 Judicial Place, Heathsville.
The meeting will open with a reorganization session to elect 

officers and adopt by-laws. 
Progress reports are expected from the Virginia Department of 

Transportation, school superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates, emer-
gency services chief Rick McClure and county administrator E. 
Luttrell Tadlock. 

At 7 p.m., the board will hear public comments on amending the 
zoning ordinance to allow bed and breakfast/tourist home estab-
lishments as a permitted use in all the residential zoning districts. 

A hearing also will be held on a request from Quang Thuan D. 
Nguyen for authorization to construct a second pier at his lot on 
Circle Drive in Bay Quarter Shores Subdivision. 

LOTTSBURG—The  
will meet Monday, January 11. The meeting will begin at 5 p.m. 
with a closed session and open to the public at 6 p.m. in the Cen-
tral Office, 2172 Northumberland Highway in Lottsburg.

According to the agenda, the closed session will deal with per-
sonnel matters, student placement and legal matters regarding 
registered sex offenders.

Other agenda items include a report by superintendent Dr. 
Rebecca Gates and facility usage requests.

WHITE STONE—Grant proposal updates will be the focus when 
the  meets at 7 p.m. tonight, Janu-
ary 7, in the Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone. 

Town manager Patrick Frere will deliver updates on three grant 
proposals involving the town. The first is a Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) for a residential rehabilitation and sewer 
project and the second is an ongoing CDBG planning grant applica-
tion for a downtown revitalization project. Council also will discuss 
a grant to purchase the old White Stone School building, 606 Chesa-
peake Drive, White Stone. 

The winners of the holiday decorating contest for residential and 
commercial properties also will be announced.

COLONIAL BEACH—The 

 will meet at 6 p.m. Wednesday, January 13, at the PRFC 
Building, 222 Taylor Street, Colonial Beach. 

The agenda will include a recap of the December 4 PRFC 
meeting, a preview of the January 19 special PRFC meeting, 
a review of oyster surveys for Beacon, Horseshoe and Pope’s 
creeks, and a discussion and recommendation for possible miti-
gation options in response to the closure of several lower river 
oyster bars. 

Any recommendations developed by this committee will be 
forwarded to the PRFC for consideration prior to implementa-
tion. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

James Todd Kessler convicted of unlawful wounding
by Audrey Thomasson

his 45 years,” said Smith. “With 
the conviction, he is now facing 
an additional 5 years that will be 
served consecutively. I’m pleased 
with the conviction.” Judge Talia-
ferro set Kessler’s sentencing for 
9 a.m. March 11.

Meanwhile, defense attorney 
James Breeden last week filed 
for appeal on Kessler’s convic-
tion of second degree murder of 
Claudine J. Gifford. It was only 
the fourth conviction for murder 
without a body in Virginia.

CRIME SOLVERS

KILMARNOCK—A deer 
broke through the glass front door 
of the American Standard Insur-
ance building last week, startling 
employees and leaving a trail of 
blood and damage in its wake.

According to Chief of Police 
Mike Bedell, the incident 
occurred around 11:30 a.m. 
Monday, December 28, when a 
mature buck with antlers charged 
through the door and attempted 
to jump over the counter before 
running wildly through the build-
ing.

“Employees said it sounded 
like a gunshot when he hit the 

door,” said Bedell. “They called 
911 and moved into a safe room 
until police arrived.” 

The deer knocked over cubical 
walls, some equipment and left 
a trail of blood. The animal had 
to be put down for humane pur-
poses, he added. 

“The ladies were very lucky 
no one was injured and that there 
were no customers at the coun-
ter,” Bedell said. 

The office, at 36 South Main, 
was closed for most of last 
week for professional clean-
ing. Although the front door is 
boarded up until the glass can be 
replaced, the company is again 
open for business.

Truck driver killed in crash

Identity not yet released
on driver in fatal accident

Deer hits insurance office
by Audrey Thomasson

Thieves ransack eight vehicles
by Audrey Thomasson

Hunter dies following shooting 
accident in Richmond County

Kilmarnock Inn
presents

Dinner & a Movie

January 13th

Salade Lyonnaise

 

Beouf Bourguignon

Or
Coq au Vin

Or
Flounder Meuniere

Raspberry Bavarian Cream

435-0034
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

For the past two decades crossing the 
Harry W. Nice Bridge on Route 301 over 

the Potomac River from Charles County, 
Maryland, into King George County or, at the 
other end of the highway’s passage through 
King George, at the Rappahannock River 
Bridge from Port Royal in Caroline County, 
motorists beheld a large billboard advertising 
a local realtor. The sign depicted him sitting 
in a wheelchair, smiling as he did all his life.

His name was Ralph Peregory, and last 
month he died after a lifetime afflicted 
with disability. Ralph was a native of King 
George, and a product of its high school.  
While in school coming home one day on the 
school bus, he was involved in a major traf-
fic accident, from which he recovered, but the 
experience was one that stayed on his mind 
throughout his life.

Stated succinctly, Ralph had been a big 
boy. His weight was his lifetime affliction, 
but despite it as an adult he functioned well, 
owning and operating his own hardware store 
by the entrance to the naval base in Dahl-
gren. He was Mr. Popularity, with friends 
all through the Northern Neck and Southern 
Maryland.  If anyone needed a certain tool or 

particular box of nails, Ralph was the person 
to see.  

As the years passed Ralph’s weight 
increased to over 700 ponds; then in the early 
1990s his health crashed. He collapsed and 
was in the hospital unconscious for several 
months, but remarkably he came back. He 
lost 300 pounds, and enjoyed what, consider-
ing his disability, was a good quality of life.  

He closed the hardware store and sold the 
building to his friend, Cap’n Billy Robertson, 
the iconic Southern Maryland seafood pur-
veyor, famous for his crab house overlook-
ing the Potomac. Grateful to be alive after 

his bout with illness, Ralph set out on a new 
course, studying real estate, and obtaining his 
license in short order under the aegis of his 
friend, Stan Palivoda.  He specialized in com-
mercial property, but sold a good amount of 
houses as well.  

He was able to drive his car and pickup 
to show clients properties, and managed his 
wheelchair with impressive dexterity. He 
thrived on the intricacies of writing detailed 
contracts, and was ever patient in answer-
ing his clients’ questions. He often said that 
in his first year in real estate he had earned 
$44,000, more than in any year in the hard-
ware business. His success led him to move 
from his trailer in Dahlgren to a nice home 
in a residential community. In business each 
year Ralph’s shining moment in the sun came 
during the King George Home and Craft 
Show where he held court greeting one and 
all who came.

Ralph was an extraordinarily thoughtful 
person. He truly cared about other people 
and spent his life trying to be helpful, all the 
time without expecting others to see him as a 
charity. He was a “computer genius,” capable 
of resolving any issue that confronted him or 

any of his friends. When the latter became 
mired in cyberspace, the first call to be made 
was to Ralph. 

Upon initially meeting him, new people 
saw his obesity, but almost immediately, that 
characteristic was lost as one appreciated 
this multi-talented and gregarious individual 
with the inquiring mind as to how he could 
be of assistance. Gradually, the multitude 
of his health problems continued to mount, 
and sadly Ralph retired from real estate, but 
through the internet he kept in regular con-
tact with friends and clients alike, constantly 
commenting on Facebook posts, and sending 
chatty little messages. In retirement he lived 
quietly, and last year he entered hospice care, 
and then finally the nursing home.

For 20 years Ralph was literally a poster 
boy for real estate, but far more importantly, 
he was a poster boy for triumph over adver-
sity. He spent his life seeing what he could 
do, rather than focusing on what he could not 
do. In that process he became both one of the 
most recognizable and most beloved figures 
in the Northern Neck.

Ralph Montgomery Peregory, June 5, 1955 
– December 22, 2015.  R.I.P.

He was Mr. Popularity, 
with friends all through the 
Northern Neck and South-
ern Maryland.  If anyone 
needed a certain tool or par-
ticular box of nails, Ralph 
was the person to see.  

Focal Point

Carter Creek and beyond from the Rappahannock River Yacht Club,  November 
2015.

Photo by John P. McKim

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.
“There is no friend as loyal as a book.”—

Ernest Hemingway
I made over 40 loyal acquaintances in 2015, 

including a new best friend, House of the 
Rising Sun, by James Lee Burke. 

Although I was hoping for another Dave 
Robicheaux adventure from Burke, I’ll take 
a Hackberry Holland tale. The former Texas 
ranger is faced with all sorts of challenges 
on his journey to reunite with his son after a 
lifetime apart. 

A tale of the old west and the new west con-
verge within the pages, spanning roughly the 
1890s to 1920. It’s full of intrigue, romance, 
betrayal, violence, frontier justice, hard living 
and good loving, humor, blood, sweat and 
tears. It educates and entertains. For details, 
read the book. 

House of the Rising Sun gained multiple 
Fiction or Fact honors, winning best work of 
fiction, best historical novel, best prose, best 
dialog and best storytelling. Beyond literary 
accolades it also takes best fights, best sur-
vival instincts, best use of the landscape, best 
sunrises and sunsets, best attention to detail, 
best hot bath and best zingers. 

Enjoy these excerpts (with all due respect 
to Mr. Burke): “The girls heated the water in 
buckets on a woodstove next to the tub and 
poured it gently over his shoulders and head 
while he lathered himself in the tub with a bar 
of Pears soap. They seemed to take no notice 
of his nudity, and he felt no sense of discom-
fort in front of them. …

“The girls brought him unpasteurized milk 
and tortillas stuffed with green peppers and 
onions and the pork the Mexicans had cooked. 
As he gazed at the shade and the rain advanc-
ing across the hardpan, cooling and cleansing 
the land, he felt years of rage and violence 
seep from his body into the bottom of the tub. 
He closed his eyes and let the wind touch his 
face and anoint his brow as though he were 
reliving his baptism by immersion in the Gua-
dalupe River. He heard a rumble of thunder 
that could have been mistaken for cannon fire. 
In truth, he didn’t care if it was. The earth 
abideth forever, he thought.

“He opened his eyes and realized the dust 
had transformed the sun into a reddish-purple 
melt, and the bathwater that rose to his chin 
looked dark and thick as blood, so sticky in 
texture he would never be able to wipe it from 
his skin.”

That is a bath I won’t soon forget. 
Other winners

The Holy Bible, King 
James Version.

parable, John 8:7, “So when they continued 
asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto 
them, ‘He that is without sin among you, let 
him first cast a stone at her.’”

The 
Pillars of the Earth and World Without End, 
both by Ken Follett.

series: (tie) The Pillars of the Earth and World 
Without End.

An 
Irish Doctor in Peace and War, by Patrick 
Taylor.

The Paleo Approach 
Cookbook, by Sarah Ballantyne, PhD.

The Beginning Run-
ner’s Handbook, by Ian MacNeil and The 
Sport Medicine Council of British Columbia.

How To Think Like 
Sherlock: Improve Your Powers of Observa-
tion, Memory, and Deduction, by Daniel 
Smith.

Single, Shy, and Looking for 
Love: A Dating Guide for the Shy and Socially 
Anxious, by Shannon Kolakowski, PsyD.

Back In The Day: 101 Things 
Everyone Used to Know How to Do, by 
Michael Powell.

The Elements 
of Journalism: What Newspeople Should 

Know and the Public Should Expect, by Bill 
Kovach and Tom Rosenstiel.

Ford Ranger 2011 
Owner’s Guide and Driving Your SUV or 
Truck Supplement.

Virginia State Uni-
versity, The One-Hundred Twenty-seventh 
Spring Commencement Ceremony, Saturday, 
May 2, 2015, Richmond Coliseum.

100 Things You’re 
Not Supposed to Know, by Russ Kick.

100 Things You’re Not 
Supposed to Know.

newspaper columns: You Can’t Put No Boo-
gie-Woogie on the King of Rock and Roll, by 
Lewis Grizzard.

You Can’t Put No Boo-
gie-Woogie on the King of Rock and Roll.

You Can’t Put No Boogie-
Woogie on the King of Rock and Roll.

You Can’t Put No 
Boogie-Woogie on the King of Rock and Roll.

The Book of Holiday Awesome, by Neil Pas-
richa.

Dry River Sto-
ries, by Elizabeth Thomas Payne.

Dry River Stories, 
including illustrations by Betty Howard 
Payne.

Rod: The Autobiogra-
phy, by Rod Stewart.

Rod: The Autobiography.
Embattled Rebel: Jeffer-

son Davis as Commander in Chief, by James 
M. McPherson.

Tales of the Legendary Texa-
cos: A look behind the scenes of the Northern 
Neck’s most famous Softball team, by Carroll 
Lee Ashburn. (still reading)

Dry 
River Stories, including photos by Homer 
Franklin Thomas; and Tales of the Legendary 
Texacos, including photos from the Rappahan-
nock Record archives.

Tales of the Legendary 
Texacos.

story: Tales of the Legendary Texacos.
The Fraud, 

by Brad Parks.
The 

Fraud.

(tie) Tales of the Legendary Texacos; and Vir-
ginia Tech: Make Sure It Doesn’t Get Out, by 
David S. Cariens Jr.

Tugging on a 
Heartstring: Life on a Family Tugboat on the 
Chesapeake Bay, by E.V. Lambert.

Amish Confidential, by 
“Lebanon” Levi Stoltzfus and Ellis Henican.

Virginia Tech: 
Make Sure It Doesn’t Get Out; and Amish 
Confidential.

Pilots on Food 
Stamps: An Inside Look at Why Your Flight 
Was Cancelled, by Ben Mandell.

The Rebel Raiders: The 
Astonishing History of the Confederacy’s 
Secret Navy, by James Tertius deKay.

family member or co-worker: (tie) The Pil-
lars of the Earth, Dry River Stories, and The 
Escape, by David Baldacci.

Gray Mountain, by 
John Grisham.

Gray 
Mountain.

each) Mean Streak and Friction, by Sandra 
Brown; Twelve Mile Limit and Cuban Straits, 
by Randy Wayne White; Robert B. Parker’s 
Kickback and Robert B. Parker’s Wonderland, 
by Ace Atkins; and Robert B. Parker’s Iron-
horse and Robert B. Parker’s The Bridge, by 

FICTION OR FACT, continued on page A5

YOUR LETTERS

We too, have been puzzled 
by the lack of small birds at 
our bird feeder for the last few 
months. On Indian Creek, we 
have experienced the same 
thing a recent writer noted, and 
for a long while didn’t have a 
single bird at the feeder.

In the last few days, there 
have been a very small number 
of various birds but nothing 
like all other years. 

Things that are different this 
year would be lots and lots of 
crows and eagles, and the warm 
weather.  But we are wondering 
about the problem just like the 
previous writer.

Hope some birder has some 
information to offer about this 
situation. It is so sad. Soon I 
am going to offer the bird seed 
to the squirrels. 

Catherine Merkel,
White Stone

Small birds
seem scarce

In addition to governance and 
fiduciary responsibilities, the 
Bay Aging board of directors 
advocates for services on behalf 
of seniors, their caregivers and 
families. As leaders we also share 
consumer information that is in 
the best interest of seniors in our 
communities.  

At this time of year, when the 
temperature drops, older adults 
run a higher risk of problems and 
injuries related to the weather. 
It is very important that seniors 
and those who care for them take 
common sense precautions in 
colder weather.

Winter safety
for older adults

Examples of weather-related 
injuries include hypothermia, 
frostbite and falls in ice and 
snow. Older adults tend to pro-
duce less body heat so it becomes 
harder for them to tell when the 
temperature is too low. The very 
best thing seniors can do is to 
stay indoors when it is very cold 
and windy. If they must go out, 
experts recommend wearing two 
or three thin layers of loose-fit-
ting clothing instead of one thick 
layer, a scarf to cover the mouth 
and nose, and boots or shoes with 
non-skid soles. If seniors need to 
go out when road conditions are 
hazardous, ask them to call Bay 
Transit instead of driving them-
selves, ensuring their safety as 
well as the safety of other drivers.

During these coming colder 
months, we encourage our 
friends and neighbors to help us 
help others by taking a little extra 
time to check on the older adults 
living in their neighborhoods. We 
also recommend visiting bayag-
ing.org where there is a wealth of 
information and resources avail-
able for seniors and their best 
care. A toll free call to 877-869-
6046 is all it takes to schedule a 
ride on Bay Transit.

Cindy Talcott,
Bay Aging board director,

Farnham

This past week our daughter, a 
colonel in the U.S. Army, visited. 
We gave her the latest letter to 
the editor from a frequent writer. 

Our daughter wondered, as we 
do, if the Rappahannock Record 
would print a letter from a Holo-
caust denier or someone praising 
the protection of Southern white 
women in the days of the Klan. 

Enough is enough

In particular, our daughter felt it 
disgraceful to print a letter with 
the words, “allowing homosexu-
als to serve openly and flamboy-
antly.” 

She read these words and said, 
“Gays don’t serve flamboyantly. 
Maybe she needs to wake up. It’s 
2016.”

Our daughter, proud to be 
a military officer, then stated: 
“Only 1% serve our nation in an 
institution that values diversity 
and equality.” She also com-
mented on the letter writer’s 
ignorance of the army, clarifying 
that only now does each of the 
branches in combat arms have 
standards, which clearly exclude 
both men and women who do 
not meet the standards. 

She went on to say that as a 
lieutenant colonel in Afghani-
stan, while commanding 400 
of her Support Squadron out of 
the 3rd Calvary Regiment (Fort 
Hood, Texas), that she and her 
soldiers experienced combat, or 
to quote the recent letter, “the 
real terrors of war.” Her point 
was that the writer had confused 
combat arms and combat. Our 
daughter added that to address 
the letter’s hyperbole, illogic, and 
misleading information would 
be a waste of time, especially 
given the layers of prejudice. 

We agreed with our daughter. 
Still, there is a point to be made. 
In our experience of living in 
various towns and cities, this 
local paper has been the first to 
print letters on a regular basis 
from the same ranting indi-
vidual. Has this writer not sur-
passed a reasonable number of 
letters to the editor?

Col. & Mrs. Michael J. Kenna, 
Kilmarnock
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Care Designed around...

Riverside Medical Group is pleased to welcome  

Montecia Burno, NP to White Stone Family Practice  

on the Northern Neck.

 
Care designed around you is what your Personal Health 

Team is all about. It starts with finding your priorities, then 

building a relationship that lasts…keeping you  

at the center of your care.  

Montecia Burno, NP is now accepting new patients at  

White Stone Family Practice and looks forward  

to being a part of Your Personal Health Team. 

 

Appointments available now.  
Just call 888-550-2865.

 

 

riversideonline.com/chooseus

   or text CHOOSEUS to 78234

Lancaster County Presidential 
Primary Election 

Tuesday, March 1, 2016 
POLLS OPEN 6 a.m.-7 p.m.

Democratic Presidential Primary

Republican Presidential Primary

Dual Primary Requirements:  To vote in this 
election you will need to state whether you wish to 
vote in the Democratic Presidential Primary or the 
Republican Presidential Primary.  Section 24.2-545 
of the Code of Virginia allows the political party 
holding a primary to determine its requirements for 
voting in its primary.

February 8, 
2016

Final day to register to vote or 
change your voter registration in-
formation.  Voter registration ap-
plications must be postmarked 
on or before the deadline.

In-Person Absentee Voting

January 14, 
2016

In-Person Absentee Voting 
begins Monday-Friday, 8:30 am 
– 4:30 pm

February 27, 
2016

Final day to Absentee Vote In 
Person, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

Mail Absentee Voting

February 23, 
2016

Last day to apply for an absen-
tee ballot by mail.  Applications 
must be received in the Voter 

March 1, 2016

Election Day

ALL Absentee voted ballots must 
be returned to the Voter Reg-

counted.

Susan Jett, General Registrar 
P O Box 159, 8311  
Mary Ball Rd 
Lancaster, VA 22503 

 
Fax:  804-462-5228

Robert Knott.
Gath-

ering Prey, by John Sandford.
Bad 

Monkey, by Carl Hiaasen.

St. Louis & San Francisco 
Express, Robert B. Parker’s 
Ironhorse.

-
back: Territorial marshal 
Virgil Cole and deputy mar-
shal Everett Hitch, Ironhorse 
and The Bridge.

of police Jesse Stone, Robert 
B. Parker’s Blind Spot, by 
Reed Farrel Coleman.

Wonder Dog, Wonderland and 
Kickback.

Hawk, gumshoe Spenser’s 
enforcer, Kickback.

Kickback. “Bikini Wings was, 
as advertised, a bar that had 
beer and hot wings served by 
waitresses in bikinis. They 
only wore the bikini tops 
and hot pants below. Perhaps 
pants is where the health 
inspectors drew the line.”

Wings, Kickback.

Wings, Kickback.

Jack Reacher, Make Me, by 
Lee Child.

establishment in the town of 
Mother’s Rest, Make Me.

establishment in the town of 
Mother’s Rest, Make Me.

-
berry Club cafe, Eggs in Pur-
gatory, A Cackleberry Club 
Mystery, by Laura Childs.

-
tory, “Eggs in Purgatory was 
Petra’s version of baked eggs 
swimming in lethal Tabasco 
and chipotle-laced tomato 
sauce. Besides being deli-
cious, you were assured of 
getting your capsaicin fix,” 
Eggs in Purgatory.

Twelve 
Mile Limit and Cuban Straits.

Twelve Mile Limit and Cuban 
Straits.

Rawlins’ lowrider—a “Bright 
red, nineteen sixty-five two-
door Plymouth Barracuda … 
Sittin’ still that baby look like 
she goin’ fast.” Little Green, 
by Walter Mosley.

Holly Spencer and Crawford 
Hunt, Friction.

Five gift cards to Barnes & 
Noble and one to Walmart, 
all of which will definitely be 
used to purchase more read-
ing material.

Fiction or Fact
continued from page A4

Do you remember?
Miss Elizabeth Carter Ball (above) of Hardings was 
crowned Queen of the 1937 Holly Ball. She was the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Ball and a descendent of 
the Epping Forest Balls, reported Kilmarnock Museum 
president Carroll Lee Ashburn. She was crowned by the 
Hon. George Walker, Delegate for Northumberland and 
Westmoreland counties. “Do you remember?” is a public 
service of the Kilmarnock Museum. 

YOUR LETTERS

The writer of a December 17 
letter, “Physical facts suggest 
otherwise,” attempts unsuc-
cessfully to refute that climate 
change is politics by claiming 
“ice is a reliable indicator.”

South pole ice is at record 
levels, and the Arctic, open 
water in the early 60s, and 
since 2013 has begun icing up 
again. Some glaciers are grow-
ing, other glaciers are shrink-
ing. So what? We are, after all, 
between ice ages. If no glaciers 
were receding, we’d likely be 
entering our next ice age.

My letter did not suggest 
“Taku” was typical, nor that 
growing glaciers were wide-
spread. I stated that some other 
Alaskan glaciers were also 
growing, including “Hubbard” 
and “Taku” and there were 
growing glaciers elsewhere 
around the globe. I also pointed 
out that one of the two glaciers 
referred to by Obama had been 
receding since 1750, so before 
co2 began to increase, hence 
clearly ongoing for 200 years 
before any possible impact due 
to human activity. So, why now 
is it due to us?

The UN’s IPCC has declared, 
with no scientific basis, that 
“human activity is the princi-
ple cause of global warming.” 
Skeptics merely admit that, at 
best, there is some possibility 
humans may have some impact 
on temperature. The 97%  “con-
sensus” includes skeptics, so is 
bogus, and claiming that skep-
tics are climate change deniers 
is political nonsense. That’s 
because, from true believer per-
spective, the expression “cli-
mate change” is synonymous 
with “human activity is the 
principal cause of warming.”

There are only two possible 
links between human activity 
and climate, the Urban Heat 
Island effect, and co2 level. The 
UHI effect generally dissipates 
before reaching even the sur-
rounding rural area. As for co2 
level, there is no empirical evi-
dence that co2 has ever—even 
over geologic periods—had any 
impact on planet warming. 

Denis Ables,
Mollusk

Misinterpretation
can be misleading

Where to go when the 
unthinkable becomes thinkable 
and Trump is elected president 
of the U.S.? 

George Will, the articulate 
voice of traditional conserva-
tive polities, is panicked. So 
the thinkable is not so wild. 

A friend has suggested a 
country. It’s a small democracy 
with beaches. No, it’s not Swit-
zerland with its lake beaches; 
however, it would not sur-
prise me to learn that George 
Will has his eye on a condo in 
Geneva. 

I’ve done some research 
on the country and learned 
that it has low taxes, a well-
maintained infrastructure, and 

Searching for
a new country

In 2014, we rescued a lost, 
starved, and dehydrated hound. 

He had a large “B-8” dyed 
into his fur with peroxide. The 
hunter who abandoned “B-8” 
never reported him missing, 
or cared he was found. “Mr. 
Bates” was eventually adopted 
and became a much loved 
companion to an elderly gen-
tleman.

On a recent freezing night, 
we encountered a disori-
ented, hungry, cold, bleeding, 

Hunting dog
abuse must stop

flea infested and dehydrated 
beagle. Again, we reported her 
to Animal Control and no one 
responded.

She is now vaccinated, 
dewormed, and fed. We doubt 
she has ever known love or what 
it is like to have someone care 
for her. She does now. She has 
been given a home. Our Lab-
rador and Brittany dogs have 
also adopted her in a touching, 
gentle manner that suggests 
they understand the tough life 
the old girl has endured.

Recently, at the intersection 
of Weems and Irvington roads 
a man was dragging a hunt-
ing dog across the road. The 
poor dog’s front feet were a 
foot off the ground as the cruel 
man choked the animal while 
he walked. The man obvi-
ously imagined himself a great 
hunter in his camouflage and 
orange cap.

However, the true “hunter” 
was being exploited and 
abused by a lazy thug who 
thinks standing alongside the 
road with a shotgun is hunt-
ing while he waits for dogs 
to chase deer in his direction. 
This is not “hunting” and 
“hunters” who abuse their ani-
mals should face appropriate 
consequences. It simply isn’t 
right that our community con-

a national health care system 
that no one wants to take away.

I’m not going to reveal the 
country, because I want to be 
in on the ground floor.  Soon 
enough the place will be 
flooded with American scien-
tists, artists, historians, librar-
ians, fact-checkers and beach 
goers.

Jay Walker,
Callao

dones this behavior, justified as 
“Northern Neck culture.” 

These people are to dogs 
what ISIS is to humanity. This 
abuse is utterly unacceptable.

The Code of Virginia prohib-
its cruelty to animals including 
overriding, overdriving, over-
loading, torturing, starving, 
ill-treating, abandoning, or 
willfully inflicting inhumane 
injury or pain. It is time to 
enforce the law.

William E. Glover,
White Stone

Although he hasn’t offi-
cially declared that he will 
run for Governor of Virginia 
in 2017, Rep. Rob Wittman 
has indicated it’s a possibil-
ity.

Meanwhile, he remains 
focused on the 2016 Con-
gressional race and repre-
senting the First District in 
Congress.

At the 2015 Republican 
Party of Virginia Advance 
recently held at the Omni 
Homestead, Rep. Wittman 
hosted a hospitality suite. 
Following the weekend, 
statewide daily newspa-
pers reported Rep. Wittman 

expressed an interest in run-
ning for governor.

A former mayor of Mon-
tross, Rep. Wittman previ-
ously represented District 
99 in the Virginia House of 
Delegates.

Ed Gillespie, who ran 
unsuccessfully for the U.S. 
Senate in 2014, and Ken 
Cuccinelli, who ran unsuc-
cessfully in the 2013 guber-
natorial race, are also pos-
sible contenders for the 
Republican nomination.

Lt. Gov. Ralph Norman has 
announced plans to seek the 
Democratic nomination for 
governor.

Rep. Wittman considers
run for governor in 2017

The Northumberland 
County Democratic Party 
will hold a caucus from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
January 9, at the Northum-
berland Public Library, 7204 
Northumberland Highway, 
Heathsville.

The caucus has been called 
for the election of officers, 
said chairman Frank Kober. 
The offices of chairman, first 
vice chairman, second vice 
chairman, secretary and trea-

surer will be voted upon, said 
Kober. 

In addition to Kober, cur-
rent officers are first vice 
chairman Jim Long, second 
vice chairman Joe Schlatter, 
secretary Kitty Creeth and 
treasurer Bill Gee.

The nominating committee, 
chaired by Gee, will present a 
slate of candidates. However, 
any member may write in the 
name of a person for any of 
the positions, said Kober.

Northumberland Democrats 
to hold caucus on January 9

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with a copy of the Rappahannock Record!
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Alzheimer’s
Information

Program
Date: Wednesday, January 13, 2016

Time: 2:30 pm

Location: Lancashire Convalescent and 
Rehabilitation Center,  Main Dining Room

We would like to invite all residents, family 
members, friends, staff and guests to this 
informative event on understanding the 

behaviors of those with Alzheimer’s.

Presented by Ellie Galloway, Regional 
Director for the Alzheimer’s Association.

RSVP to Marylee Anderson, 
Admissions Coordinator

Lancashire Convalescent and Rehabilitation 
Center (804) 435-1684

Rob Goralewicz
Certified Personal Trainer, AAFA

Private in-home strength, flexibility and 
fitness training for all ages

804-436-4668 blueridgept@yahoo.com
Continuing education in Senior/Elder Fitness

Dream It; Wish It; Do It.
Blue Ridge Personal Training

www.deedavidandco.com

We Design Kitchens, Bathrooms, 

Laundry Rooms, Outdoor Kitchens 

and more!
Call to schedule an in-home consultation

or to visit the Studio in Lottsburg.
–804-724-0829–

Best-selling author Craig 
Shirley, an authority on the 
political life of the late Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan, will 
speak at the annual dinner of 
the Northumberland County 
Republican Committee.

The event will begin at 6 p.m. 
tonight, January 7, at the Woman’s 
Club of Northumberland County 
Clubhouse, 2890 Northumber-
land Highway, Lottsburg.

Shirley, a resident of Lan-
caster and Tappahannock, is 
the founder and chief execu-
tive officer of Shirley & Ban-
ister Public Affairs in Alexan-
dria, reported Bill Kling. His 
most recent book is Last Act: 
The Final Years and Emerg-
ing Legacy of Ronald Reagan, 
published in 2015 and named 
by USA Book News as the 
year’s best narrative in the non-
fiction category.

His other works include Ren-
dezvous with Destiny: Ronald 
Reagan and the Campaign that 
Changed America, Reagan’s 
Revolution: The Untold Story 
of the Campaign That Started 
It All, Citizen Newt, Becoming 
Reagan and December 1941: 
31 Days that Changed America 
and Saved the World.

Shirley’s future plans 
include three more books: A 
detailed look at Reagan’s 1968 
run for the White House; about 
Dr. Howard Snyder, personal 
physician to President Dwight 
Eisenhower; and about George 
Washington’s family.

Shirley appears regularly on 
many network and cable news 
programs, added Kling. He 
has written extensively for the 
Washington Post, NewsMax, 
the Washington Examiner, the 
Washington Times, the  Los 
Angeles Times, Town Hall, 
the Weekly Standard, Politico, 
Reuters and Lifezette.  

The Virginia State Board of Elections (SBE) 
has determined by random drawing the order in 
which candidates will appear on the ballots for 
the March 1 presidential primaries in Virginia.

The Democratic Party of Virginia certified 
three candidates qualified to appear on the 2016 
Democratic Presidential Primary ballot. The 
names will appear in the following order: Hill-
ary Clinton, Martin O’Malley and Bernie Sand-
ers.

The Republican Party of Virginia certified 
13 candidates qualified to appear on the 2016 
Republican Presidential Primary ballot. The 
names will appear in order  as Marco Rubio, 
Lindsey Graham, Ben Carson, Rand Paul, Mike 
Huckabee, Ted Cruz, Donald Trump, Jim Gilm-
ore, Chris Christie, Jeb Bush, Rick Santorum, 
John Kasich and Carly Fiorina.

Voting will be conducted from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
on March 1 in Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties and throughout the Commonwealth.

To participate, voters will have to state 

whether they wish to vote in the Democratic 
Presidential Primary or the Republican Presi-
dential Primary. 

The final date to register for the primary bal-
loting is February 8. 

In person absentee voting will begin January 
14 and continue Mondays through Fridays. On 
February 27, the final day to absentee vote in 
person, the registrar’s office will be open from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The last day to apply for an absentee ballot 
by mail is February 23. Applications must be 
received in the registrar’s office by 5 p.m. All 
absentee ballots must be returned to the regis-
trar’s office by 7 p.m. March 1.

The office of Lancaster County Voter Regis-
trar Susan Jett is at 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lan-
caster. Her phone number is 462-5277.

The office of Northumberland County Voter 
Registrar Katherine Davenport is at 72 Monu-
ment Place, Heathsville. Her phone number is 
580-4655.

Del. Ransone seeks input on legislative priorities;
2016 General Assembly to convene on Wednesday

District 99 Del. Margaret B. 
Ransone recently launched her 
2016 Pre-Session Legislative 
Survey.

She asks that citizens com-
plete the survey to voice their 
opinions on the important 
issues that are facing this 
region and the Commonwealth. 
The responses to the survey 
questions help her gauge legis-
lative priorities for the upcom-
ing General Assembly session.

“The General Assembly has 
a great deal of important work 
to do while in Richmond for 
the upcoming 2016 session. I 
have spent the year talking to 
constituents about significant 
issues facing the region, but I’d 
like to hear from more citizens 
about key legislative topics that 
may be addressed,” said Del. 
Ransone.

“Each year, I look forward to 
hearing the key concerns and 
priorities that my constituents 
have, and they are reflected in 
the results of this pre-session 
survey,” she said.

The survey can be found at 
www.margaretransone.com. 
Those without internet access 
may contact her district office 
at 472-4181 for a paper copy of 
the survey.

“I ask that all citizens take a 
moment to share their thoughts 
and complete the survey, so I 
can better represent the district 
while in Richmond,” said Ran-
sone.

Del. Ransone represents the 
counties of King George, Lan-
caster, Northumberland, Rich-
mond and Westmoreland, as 
well as a portion of Caroline.

The 2016 Virginia General 
Assembly will convene at noon 
Wednesday, January 13.

Prefiled legislation of local 
interest

District 81 Del. Barry D. 
Knight of Virginia Beach has 
prefiled two bills regarding 
the menhaden industry. House 

Bill 150 would require the Vir-
ginia Marine Resources Com-
mission to adopt regulations 
to implement the Interstate 
Fishery Management Plan 
for Atlantic Menhaden and 
authorize the VMRC to adopt 
regulations for managing the 
Commonwealth’s menhaden 
fishery.

The bill also would require 
that any moratorium on the 
fishery be subject to legisla-
tive review. Several sections 
dealing with quotas, alloca-
tion of allowable landings, 
and administrative procedures 
would be repealed and would 
be included in a regulatory 
framework for managing the 
fishery.

House Bill 151 would pro-
hibit fishing for menhaden 
with purse nets in the Chesa-
peake Bay and its tributaries 
within one mile of mean low 
water; and within three miles 
of shoreline of Virginia Beach 
extending to the North Caro-
lina border.

District 20 Del. Richard P. 
Bell of Staunton has prefiled 
House Bill 160 to require a 
person to be at least age 14 
and to successfully complete 
a boating safety education 
course to operate a motorboat 
of 10 horsepower or greater. 
The bill would require a person 
to have in his possession, while 
operating a motorboat, proof 
that he successfully completed 
a boating safety education 
course.

District 31 Del. L. Scott Lin-
gamfelter of Woodbridge has 
prefiled House Joint Resolu-
tion 31 to designate the second 
week in June 2016, and in each 
succeeding year, as Chesa-
peake Bay Awareness Week in 
Virginia.

District 4 Sen. Ryan T. 
McDougle of Mechanicsville 
has prefiled Senate Bill 22 
to allow a person to petition 
for expungement of convic-
tions and deferred disposi-
tion dismissals for marijuana 
possession, underage alcohol 

possession, and using a false 
ID to obtain alcohol when the 
offense occurred prior to the 
person’s 21st birthday and five 
years have elapsed since the 
date of completion of all terms 
of sentencing and probation.

Senate Bill 22 has been 
referred to the Senate commit-
tee for courts of justice.

Sen. McDougle represents 
the counties of Caroline, Essex, 
Lancaster, Middlesex, Nor-
thumberland, and Richmond, 
as well as portions of Hanover, 
King George, Spotsylvania and 
Westmoreland. 

District 37 Sen. David W. 
Marsden of Burke has prefiled 
Senate Bill 88 to increase the 
minimum wage from its cur-
rent federally mandated level 
of $7.25 per hour to $8 per 
hour effective July 1, 2016, to 
$9 per hour effective July 1, 
2017, and to $10.10 per hour 
effective July 1, 2018, unless 
a higher minimum wage is 
required by the federal Fair 
Labor Standards Act.

The measure also would pro-
vide that the cash wage paid 
to a tipped employee shall not 
be less than 50% of the mini-
mum wage and that the tip 
credit shall equal the differ-
ence between the cash wage 
required to be paid to a tipped 
employee and the minimum 
wage.

Senate Bill 88 has been 
referred to the Senate commit-
tee on commerce and labor.

District 34 Sen. J. Chapman 
Petersen of Fairfax has prefiled 
Senate Bill 114 to impose a 
five-cent per bag tax on plas-

tic bags provided to customers 
by certain retailers in locali-
ties located wholly within the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
and directs revenues to be used 
to support the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed Implementation 
Plan. The bill also would allow 
every retailer that collects the 
tax to retain one cent of the 
five-cent tax.

As proposed the Chesapeake 
Bay plastic bag tax would not 
apply to:

handles, that are specifically 
designed and manufactured for 
multiple reuse.

ice cream, meat, fish, poultry, 

leftover restaurant food, news-
papers, or dry cleaning.

alcoholic beverages or pre-
scription drugs.

in packages and intended for 
use as garbage, pet-waste, or 
leaf-removal bags.

Senate Bill 134 has been 
referred to the Senate commit-
tee on finance.

District 22 Sen. Thomas A. 
Garrett has prefiled Senate Res-
olution 3 to celebrate the life 
of singer-songwriter Robbin 
Thompson, co-author of the 
popular state song, “Sweet Vir-
ginia Breeze.” Thompson died 
October 10, 2015.

16 candidates qualify for March 1 
presidential primaries in Virginia

Reagan authority
Craig Shirley 
will speak
at annual dinner
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