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WHITE STONE—With a little 
help from some grant funding, White 
Stone Town Council hopes to become 
a property owner by the end of 
November. 

Council held a special meeting last 
Tuesday and voted unanimously, 4-0, 
to have town manager Patrick Frere 
move forward with an option to pur-
chase a commercial property at 606 
Chesapeake Drive in White Stone. 

The town will pay $350,000 for 
the 1.2-acre site including the former 
White Stone Event Center. The event 
center is in the former White Stone 
school building adjacent to the White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Department. 

Blair Kenyon made the motion to 
have Frere sign the option to purchase 
and Irving Brittingham seconded with 
Kenyon, Brittingham, Joe Sliakis and 
William Hubbard voting in favor. 
Council members David Jones, Jen-
nifer Hodges and Kelli Blankenship 
were absent. Several conditions apply 
including council having a $2,250 
appraisal prepared and a $4,200 
architectural report. Brittingham 
made the motion to have the appraisal 
and report completed with Kenyon 
making the second. Council voted 4-0 
to approve.

The sale is also contingent on 
council receiving a low interest loan 
from the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture Rural Development Community 
Facilities Direct Loan and Grant Pro-
gram, and grant funding from the Vir-
ginia Industrial Revitalization Fund. 
This grant would be separate from 
two Community Development Block 
Grants the town is already involved 
in for housing rehabilitation, a sewer 
project and downtown revitalization. 
Frere must now apply for the indus-
trial revitalization grant for the com-
mercial purchase. 

Council hopes to close on the prop-
erty by November 30. 

According to Frere, council plans 
to use the property for a combina-
tion of mixed uses, including com-
patible commercial use, compatible 
municipal/non-profit uses, and a pos-
sible visitor center/headquarters for 
regional trails related to the tourism 
industry. The building also offers the 
possibility for rental income for the 
town, said Frere.

Council will hold two special meet-
ings regarding its community devel-
opment block grants on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 29, at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. and 
will hold its regular monthly meeting 
October 1, at 7 p.m. at the town office, 
433 Rappahannock Drive.

KILMARNOCK—Sen. Ryan 
McDougle met Monday afternoon 
with key players in the dispute over 
Dominion Power’s plans to disconnect 
power lines from the Norris Bridge 
across the Rappahannock River and 
relocate the line onto 10 steel struc-
tures about 100 feet east of the bridge. 

The closed session was held at the 
Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion’s (VDOT) Fredericksburg office 
and included representatives from 
Lancaster and Middlesex, VDOT’s 
bridge division and Dominion Power. 
McDougle had agreed to call all the 
parties together as a result of his dis-
cussion of the project last week with 
Lancaster County Republicans. 

During that visit, the issue circled 
around to the aging Norris Bridge 
and what role it played in the contro-
versy. The questions became: Why is 
the bridge too weak to support new 
power lines, yet strong enough not to 
be replaced? If more structures are 
installed, are they limiting the loca-
tion for a replacement bridge? And 
can a temporary solution for the util-
ity be mediated until the bridge issue 
is resolved?

Leading up to those questions, resi-
dents from Middlesex and Lancaster 
counties put some tough questions to 
Sen. McDougle, Del. Margaret Ran-
sone and Dominion. 
Did Dominion

Dominion Power representatives 
held fast to claims they followed all 
procedures and properly notified 

FREDERICKSBURG—Mitigation was elusive at Sen. Ryan McDougle’s 
closed session Monday with representatives of Dominion Power, VDOT’s 
bridge division and officials from Lancaster and Middlesex counties. 

“McDougle facilitated the conversation which basically involved everyone 
re-establishing their positions,” said Lancaster County administrator Frank 
Pleva. No steps were taken toward working out a solution and the meeting 
adjourned after two hours, he added.  

“It was pretty much more hashing of each position,” said Lancaster supervi-
sor Jason Bellows. “I don’t think we made any progress. We did review pos-
sible alternatives” including what is involved in laying underground cable.

Attendees included Bellows, Pleva, Lancaster supervisor William Lee, Mid-
dlesex County administrator Mathew Walker, Dominion Virginia Power presi-
dent Paul Koonce, director of electric transmission development and execu-
tion Bob McGuire, VDOT bridge and structure engineer Annette Adams, and 
Transportation Commission Board member Henry “Hap” Conners.

White Stone signs option 
to buy Event Center site

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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LANCASTER—County planning 
commission members last week sent 
a unanimous recommendation of 
approval for a rezoning application to 
accommodate a new craft brewery off 
Boys Camp Road in Kilmarnock.

About 15 citizens attended Thurs-
day’s planning commission meeting 
to support the application of Robert 
Pilato and Beth Burnside to rezone 
a 69.29-acre parcel for a small farm 
craft brewery and agriculture. 

The farm “would be similar to 
Good Luck Winery off Good Luck 

Road,” according to planning and land 
use director Don Gill. “The brewery 
building has strategically been located 
in the center of the western third of 
the property overlooking the non-tidal 
pond, as far away as possible from the 
nearest residential parcels.”

The applicants are asking that the 
property be rezoned from residential 
to agriculture.

Under Virginia code, brewery pro-
duction cannot exceed 15,000 barrels 
of beer per year and the ingredients 
must be produced on the farm.

There were no objections to the 
application.

Planners support brewery
by Audrey Thomasson

This rendering was prepared by Ian Ormesher for the NoTowers.org website and professes to show how 

rendering and said they will issue their own version next week.

Bridge conditions added to towers discussion
McDougle holds
closed meeting

From left, Del. Margaret Ransone and State Senator Ryan McDougle 
discuss the Dominion Power project with supervisor Butch Jenkins, 
Roger Martin and Carl Smith at last week’s Lancaster County 
Republican Committee meeting.

by Audrey Thomasson

No progress reported at McDougle gathering
by Audrey Thomasson

Lancaster County of project plans to 
replace the towers last fall and again 
in May.

“You did not show the height of the 
structure until you had approval” from 
VMRC, said District 1 supervisor 
Butch Jenkins.

Supervisors insisted they have 
always called for an underground line. 
Jenkins said the power company has 
not been transparent with details or 
sketches of the project and that prom-
ised follow-up never materialized.  

McDougle and Ransone claimed 
Virginia Power told them the power 
lines were at a critical stage and that 
the county had no objections to new 
towers. 

“It seemed like a logical direction 
to go,” said McDougle, who wrote 
Senate Bill 1030 approving the proj-
ect. “We try to do the best we can with 
the information we have. We’ve asked 

Dominion to go back and re-look at it. 
I don’t want towers more than anyone 
else, but I want people on this side of 
the river to have power.”

“In passing that bill with an expe-
dited review...you’ve left us with this 
problem,” said Joy Gwaltney.

Emily Davies said both legislators 
failed to contact any local officials. 
Davies criticized their failure to con-
sider their constituents by exploring 
other options before rushing to draft 
a bill that sailed through the General 
Assembly.

The Record’s General Assembly 
coverage as early as January 15 men-
tioned  SB 1030, to authorize the Vir-
ginia Marine Resources Commission 
to convey an easement and right of 
way to Dominion Virginia Power to 
construct an overhead transmission 
line across the Rappahannock River 
in Middlesex and Lancaster.

Additionally, McDougle and Ran-
sone declined a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request from Lancaster 
County asking for copies of their cor-
respondence with Dominion. Both 
cited an exemption under Virginia 
Code regarding working papers and 
correspondence of a member of the 
General Assembly. 

However, the law does allow disclo-
sure at a member’s discretion. 

When asked how much money 
Dominion donates to members of the 
General Assembly, Greg Mathe, the 
company’s public relations representa-
tive, said he didn’t know.  

“According to the Virginia Public 

TOWERS, continued on page A2

Wings, Wheels & Keels

in Topping on Saturday, September 26. Over 60 arts and crafts booths 
and festival food will be available from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. An airshow 
will begin at 1:30 p.m. For more details, see the special supplement 
in this week’s paper.
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Organized by the VMFA Office of Statewide Partnerships and is supported by the Jean Stafford Camp Memorial Fund
RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, 804- 436 - 9309

Speaker: Celeste Fetta, VMFA - The Public Is Invited

R
RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

Since the 1890s, the name Cartier has been synonymous with sparkle, glamour, and op-

ulence. But behind the iridescent jewels lies a tale of multiple inventions, famous clients, 

cutting-edge design, and a love affair with material, color, and fashion. In this lecture, you’ll 

explore these tales and see examples of the various styles Cartier popularized from 1900 to 

the 1950s.

Cartier: Innovation
& Inspiration

Art Talks 
Monday, September 28, 1pm

            Quilting Fabrics & More

New Classroom Open House
Light refreshments and hourly prize drawings!

September 26, 2015
10 am - 2 pm
60 First Street

White Stone, VA 22578
804.577.7272

 

.

Sign up for classes online at
www.sewlovelee.com or call today to enroll.

Inspiring Creative Expression

Awareness Project, Dominion 
executives, employees and lob-
byists have contributed approx-
imately $1.5-$1.6 million to 
state political campaigns in this 
election cycle,” said Carl Smith.

McDougle and Ransone have 
accepted donations from the 
utility company.

“Dominion does a lot of good 
with its contributions to non-
profits,” replied Mathe.

“The General Assembly is 
not a nonprofit,” several people 
responded. 

Citizens accused Dominion 
of pushing the tower project 
through the process without con-
ducting an environmental study 
or being sensitive to its impact 
on the scenic and historic fea-
tures of the river and bridge. 

Others accused Dominion 
and the legislators of stomping 
on the rights of watermen by 
seizing rights to public oyster 
grounds in order to install the 
10 steel towers that would span 
the river at heights ranging from 
112 to 179 feet.                                                                                            

According to Mathe, the 
Army Corps of Engineers did 
not require a study.

“Was there an economic 
impact analysis done on this 
proposal?” asked Smith.

“No,” Mathe replied.
“No one has looked at the 

visual aspect of this project—
one of the concerns for citi-
zens,” said Len Engstrom.

“It wasn’t overlooked,” 
replied Wes Keck, Dominion 
Power project manager. “We 
weighed the visual impact with 
the costs...We did not want to 
put the additional rate for it on 
the backs of rate payers.”

“We’re paying for saving the 
view for those in Yorktown and 
Alexandria,” Engstom replied, 

noting those costs are shared by 
all customers across the state. 

Dominion Power confirmed 
they’ve installed underground 
cables in several other counties.

Underground line 
costs

Del. Ransone defended her 
support of the towers, saying 
she didn’t want to put a rate 
increase on the poor. 

District 3 supervisor Jason 
Bellows argued the proposed 
towers would take a bigger toll 
on the poor, “...because we’re 
dependent on tourism for jobs. 
Find a solution that will benefit 
everyone.”                                                                                                                       

Dominion conceded the 
power line from Middlesex 
is the back-up system for the 
lower Northern Neck with the 
main trunk line coming from 
Warsaw. But they added it is 
critical to having an additional 
power source to the area. Keck 
stood fast on an estimated cost 
of underground cable at $235 
million versus $30 million for 
towers. 

However, citizens noted it had 
vastly overestimated the cost for 
the 3.5-mile York River project 
with actual costs being $85 mil-
lion. Since the Rappahannock 
River is just 2.4 miles across, 
they figured the cost should be 
closer to $60 - 65 million. 

Charlie Costello responded 
that using the adjusted figure, 
the increase to each customer’s 
bill would be two cents a month, 
for a total increase over 30 years 
of $12.34.

“Who can’t afford two cents a 
month?” Costello asked. “Even 
the poorest of us can afford that.”

Ransone noted that her home 
power bills are $300 to $400 
a month, her oyster business 
power bill runs into thousands 
of dollars and that she isn’t will-
ing to bear the increase. 

“This is not just about you,” 
said Ransone. “I’m not going to 
pass this on to other businesses. 
Rate increases and line out-
ages also impact Northern Neck 
Cooperative customers because 
they buy power from Dominion.”
Replacing the bridge

Roger Martin suggested the 
power line project should be 
viewed together with replace-
ment of the Norris Bridge 
because the large number of 
proposed towers would severely 
limit options on where a new 
bridge could be located. “We 
need to focus on coordinating 
the two together in alignment,” 
he said.

Previous reports indicated the 
bridge was due to be replaced 
between 2015-20, but is off 
VDOT’s schedule due to lack 
of funding. Completion of the 
bridge painting project was also 
suspended after funding ran 
out. It will require an additional 
$10 million to complete. Cur-
rently, VDOT has indicated it is 
considering weight restrictions 
on the bridge. 

Dominion was advised the 
bridge can no longer support 
the cable and that the power line 
interferes with bridge work. 

CLARAVILLE—Two can-
didates for Northumberland 
Clerk of Circuit Court traded 
barbs at a candidate forum 
September 15.

Challenger Toni Allison and 
incumbent Deborah Bing-
ham took jabs at each other 
in front of an audience at the 
Northumberland High School 
auditorium. The event was 
organized cooperatively by the 
Northumberland Democratic 
and Republican parties.

Neither faced any ques-
tions from the audience, but 
both faced challenges from the 
other.

“I am the only candidate 
with the experience for the job, 
and have the hands-on train-
ing needed,” Bingham said, 
mentioning the more than 
800 duties enumerated for the 
office of the clerk of court. “No 
one walks off the street and just 
does this job. You have to have 
personal training through the 
Supreme Court. You learn new 
things every day. I have 40 cer-
tificates of training.”

Allison, who currently works 
in the Northumberland Com-
monwealth’s Attorney’s office, 
said the clerk’s job is one of the 
most important in the county, 
and that it’s being done poorly.

“We have had a lot of prob-
lems,” Allison said. “Most 
recently, sealed indictments 
were exposed to the public, 
which caused great concern to 
the Commonwealth’s Attorney, 
and it jeopardized my friends 
and coworkers and the Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff’s 
Office, Virginia State Police, 
and citizens of this county.”

Allison charged that court 
records are not being kept 
properly and court orders are 
not being prepared correctly.

“Fixing the problem with 

the circuit court orders is very 
simple: by being in court when 
the court proceedings are 
going on, caring about what is 
going on, and caring that you 
do it right,” Allison said.

She urged voters to “stop the 
nepotism in Northumberland 
County.”

“Since the last election 
in 2013, nothing much has 
improved. The same problems 
are still occurring. I encourage 
you to go and ask any attorney 
that practices law in Northum-
berland County, or any member 
of the Northumberland sher-
iff ’s department, and they will 
confirm what I am telling you 
tonight.”

The audience had no ques-
tions for either candidate, so 
moderators George Beckett and 
Frank Kober turned the candi-

dates on each other, allowing 
them to take the podium again 
to challenge one another.

Bingham stood up to defend 
herself, starting with charges 
that do not appear on a defen-
dant’s record. When people are 
charged, she said, they are fin-
gerprinted.

“If those fingerprints don’t 
come through our office, and 
I can’t put that code into our 
criminal management system, 
it’s not going to show on the 
defendant’s record,” Bingham 
said. “So that does not lie 
with us. Number two, on the 
court orders, we only state in 
the court order what is stated 
in court. I cannot put infor-
mation in there that whoever 
wants that’s not directed by 
the judge, and I won’t do that. 
Number four, I just had an 
incident when Miss Allison 
informed a defendant to pay 
a victim directly, when they’d 
been court ordered to pay it to 
the court.”

Bingham said by not know-
ing how the system works, the 
clerk’s financial system was 
messed up.

Allison took the podium 
again to resume her offensive. 
She said the payment to vic-
tims was part of a program to 
collect restitution owed to vic-
tims.

“The reason we had done 
that was because most of the 
money that was paid through 
the clerk’s office was being 
applied to court costs, and not 
to the restitution first,” Alli-
son said. “And the reason we 
got into that was because the 
money was not being handled 
correctly.”

She added that court orders 
lack basic information such as 
who is present, the purpose of 
the hearing, what the charges 
are, and what the disposition is.

“The charges, most of the 
time, are wrong,” Allison said. 
“And whether or not they’re 
even found guilty is sometimes 
a question.”

With nothing else from 
the audience, Kober thanked 
“these two very brave candi-
dates” and let the candidates 
for clerk leave the stage.

LANCASTER—County supervisors are expected to 
review a settlement offer on their lawsuit against Dr. Randolph 
Latimore at tonight’s board of supervisors meeting. The meeting 
begins at 7 p.m. in the board meeting room of the County Admin-
istration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road.

The county sued the former school superintendent over some 
$208,000 he claimed for unused leave time.

Members will also present a resolution to the Lancaster High 
School boys track and field team and consider a Rappahannock 
River Basin Commission Resolution regarding the Dominion 
Power transmission line project over the Rappahannock River.

The Sandy Lane subdivision preliminary plat will be reviewed 
for approval.

WHITE STONE—There will be two special meetings of the 
White Stone Town Council on Tuesday, September 29, in 
the town office at 433 Rappahannock Drive. 

At 11 a.m., council will hold a facilitated planning strategy 
meeting, which begins an approximately eight-month-long plan-
ning process for a downtown revitalization Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) application, according to town man-
ager Patrick Frere.  

Also on September 29, council will hold a 1 p.m. meeting for 
contract negotiations between the state and the town regarding a 
second CDBG grant for housing rehabilitation and a town sewer 
system. The town received a letter of intent for a $1.4 million 
block grant for the project which needed certain criteria to be 
completed. The letter means the Department of Housing and 
Community Development has committed the funding for the 
project, but several key components are lacking. According to 
Frere, the process is moving forward with other agencies approv-
ing and completing necessary grants. 

Towers discussion
continued from page A1

Sparks fly between clerk candidates
by Renss Greene

The Agenda
Local Government News

LANCASTER—The County 
of Lancaster will utilize the 
CodeRED Emergency Notifica-
tion System on September 30, 
national PrepareAthon! Day, to 
call the entire community.

The calls will begin at 11 a.m. 
and will continue until the entire 
database has been attempted.

This call will give Lancaster 
County Emergency Services 
personnel the chance to oper-
ate the system as if there has 
been a community wide disaster, 
reported chief of emergency ser-
vices Terrence McGregor.

The message that is being 
delivered directs recipients to 
the Lancaster County website to 
add additional contact numbers, 
and it also asks that recipients 
spread the word by mentioning 
the system to family, friends and 
neighbors.

McGregor suggests that “all 
individuals and businesses 
should take the time to visit 
our website and add contact 

Lancaster County to conduct
emergency test call Sept. 30

Neither the cable height or 
bridge meet current regulations 
for safety, it was reported.

“It’s too weak to handle 
power cables...yet big trucks go 
across that bridge, not one at a 
time, but in herds,” Martin said. 
“We should focus on coordinat-
ing the projects together...get a 
small group of people together 
in one room—key people at 
the transportation commission, 
Dominion, and local govern-
ments on both sides of the 
river—for collaborative prob-
lem solving.” 

“That’s the best thing I’ve 
heard yet,” said Ransone.

“Somebody named Norris 
led that charge 58 years ago. 
It would be nice if someone 
would lead that charge again,” 
Martin suggested.

McDougle said the problem 
rural areas are facing is that all 
the transportation tax dollars 
for this district go to the Fred-
ericksburg area. “We’ve been 
trying to change how VDOT 
prioritizes that and get them to 
focus on safety.”

“This is an opportunity for 
a public/private partnership 
between VDOT and Dominion 
Power for this crossing,” Jenkins 
offered. “What we need here is 
to buy time...in order to come up 
with a temporary solution.”

McDougle agreed and prom-
ised to set up the meeting.

Last Friday, Dominion Power 
mailed customers three docu-
ments explaining its position 
and why they are proceeding 
with the tower project.

On Monday, Lancaster 
County filed an appeal of 
VMRC’s approval of the project 
in Circuit Court. 

“Our petition includes a 
request for the permit to be 
placed ‘on hold’ while the 
matter is before the Court,” said 
county attorney Jim Cornwell.

information to include cellular 
phones and other non-traditional 
phones as well as email and text 
addresses. If your contact infor-
mation is not in the database you 
will not receive a call when an 
urgent message is sent.” 

In particular, businesses 
should register, as well as indi-
viduals who have unlisted phone 
numbers, who have changed 
their phone number recently, and 
those who use a cellular phone 
exclusively or have VoIP phones 
(such as Vonage or Magic Jack) 
as their primary numbers, he 
said.

McGregor urges citizens to 
log onto the Lancaster County 
website at lancova.com and go 
to the Emergency Management 
page. Follow the CodeRED link 
under the Code Red Community 
Notification System.

Those without Internet access 
may call 436-3553 Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Required information 
includes a street address (physi-
cal address, no post office boxes) 
for location purposes and a pri-
mary phone number. Additional 
phone numbers, email and text 
addresses may also be entered.

More information about the 
CodeRED system is on the 
website; any questions should 
be directed to Lancaster County 
Emergency Services at 436-
3553.

Northumberland 
County Electoral Board 
chairman Joe Schlatter 
urges citizens to vote, 
either on November 3 
or with absentee bal-
lots.
Northumberland voters 
had an opportunity to 
meet the candidates 
for local office in the 
upcoming election 
at forums conducted 
September 15 and 17 at 
Northumberland High 
School in Claraville.
The forums were orga-
nized by the Northum-
berland Democratic 
and Republican parties.
Related coverage 
appears on pages A3, 4, 
5 and 8.

Allison Bingham
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What she needs is in your hands:
the goodness of God.

Given the easy, simple opportunity to save and serve 
and enrich 3,000 to 4,500 lives for generations to 
come, would you?

October 10th

th

Walk for Water/Save Lives 

What if you could give $10.00 

or $100.00 or more and give 

 

Your funding
Living Water Sustain-

able Treatment System that will purify up to 10,000 gallons of 

people, especially women and children, for many years to come.

glennccockrell@gmail.com
 

visit www.watermissions.org

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock, VA

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

Adventure Travel presents . . .

London & Paris
April 14-21, 2016

Highlights . . . Buckingham 
Palace, Big Ben, London 

Theatre Performance, Eurostar 
Train, Eiffel Tower Dinner, 
Seine River Cruise, Arc de 
Triomphe, Paradis Latin 

Cabaret. Book NOW & save 
$100 per person!

*Airfare subject to increase 
after Oct. 1, 2015. 

Insurance available & recommended.

Wildest Dreams Boutique

804-453-9453
702 Jessie duPont Hwy., Burgess, VA 22432

Women’s Fashion Clothing

Scarf Event  Oct. 9 & 10
Special Sale - Buy a scarf with matching 

sweater, top or jacket and get 20% off both!

{Scarf Tying Demo}
* Special drawing to win $25 Gift Card *

CLARAVILLE—Northum-
berland school board vice chair-
man and District 4 incumbent 
Betty Christopher had key 
philosophical differences on the 
achievement gap with challenger 
Allen Garland at the candidate 
forum September 17.

Christopher, a retired 45-year 
teacher and former co-president 
of the Northumberland Educa-
tion Association, said she is run-
ning on her history and expe-
rience with Northumberland 
County schools.

“I believe I can invest a lifetime 
of experience,” Christopher said.

Northumberland deputy sher-
iff Allen Garland Jr. has worked 
in the schools in both informa-
tion technology and as a school 
resource officer.

“My experience and back-
ground is well-rounded, but it’s 
well-rounded centered around 
the school system,” Garland said.

An audience member asked 
the two candidates for office how 
they would tackle the achieve-
ment gap among students.

“As a teacher, I treated all of 
my students equally, and as a 
school board, I believe that is the 
thought of all school board mem-
bers too, that everyone should be 
treated equally and have the same 
opportunity,” Christopher said.

“The achievement gap is real, 
but there’s a problem when you 
address the achievement gap,” 
Garland said. “For lack of a better 
term, you don’t want to dumb 
down the higher-level ones while 
you’re bringing up the lower-level 
ones.” Garland said the school 
has a small budget, but should 
be conscious of the differences 
among students.

“You want to treat everybody 
the same, but you want to give 
everybody the same opportuni-
ties, too,” Garland said. “Some-
times that means not treating 
them the same. If you have kids 
that are struggling, we need 
to make sure that they get the 
attention that they need, and if 
you have kids that are excelling, 
you don’t want them sitting in a 
lower level class just to narrow 
the achievement gap. You want 
them to excel. What you want 
to avoid is sacrficing one group 
for the betterment of the other 
group.”

He also said that rural areas 
like Northumberland are differ-
ent from larger school systems, 
where students attend schools 
with their economic peers. In 
Northumberland, he said, chil-
dren of millionaires and the poor 
sit in the same classrooms. Strug-
gling students and affluent stu-
dents, he said, don’t see the world 
the same way and don’t learn the 
same way.

“I’ll be honest, I don’t have a 
straight-cut answer for that, but it 
needs to be addressed,” he said. 
“Seeing those types of kids was 
really what touched me when I 
was a school resource officer.”

Moderator Frank Kober asked 
what the candidates would do to 
address teacher pay, and to make 
sure teachers don’t have to take 
second jobs.

Christopher pointed to her 
experience fighting to raise 
teacher salaries.

“I was president of the Nor-
thumberland Education Associa-
tion for two years,” Christopher 
said. “We did work hard to get 
teacher salaries up.”

In her time at the school board, 
she said, she has continued that 
work.

“I have worked hard since I’ve 
been there every year in increas-
ing and fixing that salary scale,” 
Christopher said. “We have 
started to fix it.”

CLARAVILLE—Northum-
berland District 5 supervisor and 
board of supervisors chairman 
Ronnie Jett met challenger Kitty 
Creeth onstage at the candidate 
forum September 17, and their 
discussion turned to talk about 
reservoirs and rescue squads.

Jett started by briefly recount-
ing his 30 years of experience 
each with the Fairfield Volun-
teer Fire Department and the 
Northumberland Rescue Squad, 
including 20 years as captain at 
the rescue squad. He also was 
one of the founders of Cock-
rell’s Creek Seafood and Deli in 
Reedville in 1986 and still works 
there.

Kitty Creeth is a former nurs-
ing home administrator with 
licenses in California, North 
Carolina, and Virginia, and is 
involved in several local orga-
nizations, including as a board 
member of the Red Cross and 
Northumberland Preservation 
Inc., which maintains Shiloh 
School.

Joe Schlatter, who helped 
with the forum and is chair of 
the Northumberland County 
Board of Elections, asked Jett 
what the board of supervisors 
is doing about the shrinking 
Potomac aquifer, the source of 
fresh water for the county. He 
mentioned the county’s compre-
hensive plan, which addresses 
future water shortages, and 
wondered if the board had made 
any progress on a study of pos-
sible reservoirs.

“We haven’t brought anybody 
on board to actually study it,” Jett 
said, pointing out that the aquifer 
also supplies southern Mary-
land and West Point’s RockTenn 
paper mill, a large user of aquifer 
water. He said the water problem 

“hasn’t gone away” but that he 
doesn’t know whether reservoirs 
“would ever be feasible or possi-
ble in Northumberland County.”

“But we will have to look into 
it to assure the drinking water,” 
Jett said.

Creeth, in her introduction, 
said she is “very concerned” 
about the aquifer and that the 
county needs to set aside money 
and land for reservoirs.

One audience member asked 
the candidates what they thought 
about the new professional 
rescue squad crew, and what 
they would do to improve emer-
gency services in the county.

“I would try really hard to 
listen to the volunteers on the 
squad to see what they feel their 
needs are, and then try to do 
what they recommend,” Creeth 
said.

Jett said the current sched-
ule, which has the professional 
squad on duty from 6 a.m. to 6 
p.m. at rotating squad buildings, 
was developed in cooperation 
with the volunteer squads.

“We did not want to cut them 
out, for all they’ve done in the 
past, and all they’re still doing,” 
Jett said. “They’re the ones who 
made the decision that they want 
some relief at times, but didn’t 
want to be taken out of the pic-
ture entirely.”

Moderator Frank Kober asked 
each candidate what they would 
do with an increased contribu-

tion from the state, and whether 
they would keep local funding 
at the same level or let the state 
pick up slack.

Jett said he would keep the 
local contribution the same “if 
the need was there.”

“We don’t base anything just 
because we’ve got money to 
spend,” Jett said. “If the need 
is there, we try to find a way to 
get it. Just because we get extra 
money coming in doesn’t mean 
we would throw it to somebody 
where there wasn’t a need.”

Creeth said she would main-
tain the local level and put the 
extra money toward a park.

“We do not have one,” Creeth 
said. “Westmoreland County has 
one, Lancaster County has one, 
why doesn’t Northumberland 
County have one?”

 As a political newcomer to 
Northumberland, Creeth faced 
some extra questions from the 
audience. One audience member 
noted that Creeth has never run 
for office before and asked why 
the audience should vote for her 
now. Creeth responded by point-
ing out her 30 years of admin-
istrative experience and myriad 
community activities.

“I think I’d bring fresh eyes 
and ideas to the board,” Creeth 
said, adding that people who stay 
in the same position for a long 
time develop “tunnel vision.”

“I feel as if it’s time for a 
change,” Creeth said.

Another audience member 
asked what Creeth meant by 
“smart growth” in her published 
materials. Creeth said that until 
the county gets high-speed inter-
net and reliable cell coverage 
throughout, “we’re not going to 
have smart growth.” She added 
that she would like to see another 
project like Mercer Place near 
Kilmarnock.

District 4 school board candidates take on the achievement gap

Garland Christopher

by Renss Greene Garland said the key is to 
retain the best employees and 
bring down turnover.

“If we can retain our best 
employees, everything else falls 
into place,” Garland said.

One audience member stood 
up to ask the candidates about 
school board actions with which 
they have agreed or disagreed 
recently.

“I think I have supported most 
of the issues,” Christopher said. 
“If it’s something I feel strongly 
against, I certainly have stood up 
and said I disagree with it.”

Garland said he disagreed with 
the school board’s decision a few 
years ago to release experienced 
part-time teachers, of whom his 
father was one.

“You have a known, quality 
teacher, you know what you’re 
getting with them, you’re just 
paying them part time,” Garland 
said.

Answering a different ques-
tion, Christopher defended the 
school board’s decision. She 
said the Virginia Retirement 
System does not allow part-
time teachers to work more 

than a certain number of hours 
a week, and that many of those 
part-time teachers were over 
that limit. Instead of owing a lot 
of money, she said, the school 
board released them.

District 5 candidates talk 
about aquifers, rescue squads

Jett Creeth

by Renss Greene

HEATHSVILLE—Virginia 
E-ZPass On-the-Go transpon-
ders are now available for pur-
chase at six DMV Select offices, 
including the Northumberland 
County Treasurer’s Office at the 
Old Courthouse, 72 Monument 
Place, Heathsville.

“I am delighted to add this 
service to those our office cur-
rently provides,” said treasurer 
Ellen Booker Kirby. “With our 
proximity to Maryland, North-
ern Virginia and the Hampton 
Roads area, I thought many of 
our citizens would want the con-
venience of having an E-ZPass 
for tolls on bridges and roads 
they travel and DMV agreed.”

Other DMV Select offices 
include Fairfax City, 10455 
Armstrong Street, Room 224, 
Fairfax; James City, 3127 Forge 
Road, Toano; Oak Hall, 8171 
Lankford Highway, Oak Hall; 

Virginia Beach, 2401 Court-
house Drive, Building 1, Vir-
ginia Beach; and Cheriton, 
21314 South Bayside Road, 
Cheriton.

The offices join DMV’s 
30-plus customer service cen-
ters and five mobile offices 
across the state already sell-
ing E-ZPass, said public rela-
tions and media liaison Brandy 
Brubaker.

DMV contracts with private 
citizens and local governments 
to conduct mostly vehicle-
related transactions at DMV 
Select offices. Transactions 
include vehicle titles and regis-
trations, license plates, disabled 
parking placards, driver tran-
scripts and voter registration 
applications.

“We thank our Select part-
ners for adding this transaction 
to their repertoire,” said DMV 

Commissioner Richard D. Hol-
comb. “We already sell these 
transponders at three dozen 
locations across the Common-
wealth, but now they are even 
easier for Virginians to access, 
particularly in Coastal Vir-
ginia.”

E-ZPass is an electronic toll-
collection system that makes 
paying tolls fast and easy. 
The tolls are paid from the 
customer’s prepaid E-ZPass 
account that can be connected 
to the user’s bank or credit card 
accounts for auto-replenish-
ment.

Virginia’s E-ZPass On-the-
Go can be obtained for $35 and 
used immediately with a $15 
toll credit. The remaining $20 
toll credit is available for tolls 
when the transponder is regis-
tered at EZPassVA.com or 877-
762-7824.

E-ZPass transponders now available from
Northumberland County Treasurer’s Office
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Bring the family to Commonwealth Assisted Living at
Farnham for our Family Fall Festival, complete with 
music, games, food, bounce house, face painting and 
tractor pull rides. There will be fun for the entire family!

RSVP today.
(804) 394-2102

511 Cedar Grove Road, Farnham
www.CommonwealthAL.com

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
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We depart for Antwerp,
armed only with our

loupes, tweezers,
and brains

(Sounds scary, doesn’t it?)
   We leave soon for Antwerp, Belgium. We’re travel-
ing several thousand miles to the Diamond Capital of 
the World where we’ll personally inspect and grade 
thousands of diamonds. With tweezers in hand, and 

-
est diamonds we see, at prices you won’t see here in 
America.
   Can we put our tools of the trade to work
for you? Call us today.

CLARAVILLE—Northum-
berland’s only three-way race 
for office highlighted the can-
didates’ different approaches 
to bridging the gap between the 
county’s school board, parents, 
and teachers.

Amy Lamb, a 30-year teach-
ing veteran and president of 
the Northumberland Education 
Foundation, put that question 
to District 1 candidates Jim 
Michel, Dana O’Bier, and Matt 
Brent at a candidate forum on 
September 17.

Technically, there is no 
incumbent for the seat. Michel 
was appointed to the seat, 
vacated by former board 
member Susan Saunders, in a 
contentious school board vote 
in February and has served 
since then, including through 
budget season; however, he has 
not yet won a public vote for 
the seat. Brent and O’Bier also 
applied for the seat at that time; 
the motion to nominate Brent 
failed. O’Bier made an impas-
sioned application but was not 
nominated.

“I need to know how you plan 
on including the expertise of the 
teachers in the decision-making 
process of the school system, 
and secondly, I would like to 
hear a plan for improving com-
munication with parents and 
familes,” Lamb said, adding she 
had detected a hostile tone at 
the school board when parents 
came forward with concerns.

“This really bugs me, but 
I’ve been told that people are 
afraid to talk to the school board 
because of the repercussions,” 
Michel acknowledged, but said 
he hasn’t felt any of that hostil-
ity.

“The teachers, as far as 
I’m concerned, they’re our 
resource,” Michel said. “We 
have to know what they need, 
what do they need to succeed 
in educating our children. So if 
they’re not included, we’ve got 
to be pretty foolish.”

O’Bier said she would try to 
make monthly school boards 
more welcoming, the school 
board more transparent, and 
herself and other board mem-
bers more available to the 
public.

“I would strive for it to be 
a better, and more inviting, 
and more caring environment 

for the public to come in and 
give advice or ask for things,” 
O’Bier said.

Brent said he had in fact 
been president of the Lancaster 
Education Association, during 
which time the superintendent 
instituted an advisory council, 
on which he served.

“That helped tremendously, 
in my opinion,” Brent said.

As for including parents, he 
said as a parent he has received 
robocalls about sports but none 
about changing start times.

“I think making sure we are 
aware of those resources, and 
using them will definitely help 
as well,” Brent said.

Moderator Frank Kober 
asked what the board could do 
to put more money in the budget 
for teacher salaries, pointing out 
that although Northumberland 
salaries are competitive in the 
region, teachers nationally are 
underpaid and many Northum-
berland teachers take second 
jobs.

“Nationally, I think, teachers 
are underpaid as a profession,” 
Michel said, but added there is 
“no bottomless pit of money.” 
He said the school board last 
year increased insurance cover-
age to take some of the burden 
off of teachers, and that this 
year all teachers got a raise.

“We have to make sure that 
we get the funding from the 
county from our board of super-
visors to keep up with the local 
counties around us and what 
they pay the teachers, and make 
it an inviting environment to 
come in and stay here,” O’Bier 
said. She said the county gets a 
lot of first-time teachers.

“I really would like to see us 
keep teachers here for the long 
term, and listen to what they 
said,” O’Bier said.

“We’re way below the 
national average in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia,” Brent 
said. “The thing is, though, 
the research that’s been done 
on teacher pay doesn’t neces-
sarily indicate that paying a 

teacher more is going to make 
them perform better.” He said 
the county needs to approach 
the problem in other, more cre-
ative ways, including reducing 
costs associated with turnover 
and training new teachers. He 
said the county needs to “grow 
our own” teachers to get people 
who are part of and involved in 
the community.

“We have to do a good way 
of marketing ourselves to let 
people know that this is a great 
school division,” Brent said. 
“We might not be able to pay 
what New York City can pay, 
but you know what? We’ve got 
a lot of good things going on 
here too that are just as impor-
tant as salary.”

Another audience member 
asked the candidates what they 
would do to close the achieve-
ment gap between black and 
white students.

“Our board’s a colorblind 
board,” Michel said, adding that 
the problem is a difficult one 
that involves students’ home 
life.

“We have the children from 
the time they get on the school 
bus to the time they get off,” 
Michel said. “After that, there’s 
not a whole lot we can do.”

O’Bier, a former teacher and 
substitute teacher in the Nor-
thumberland school system, 
said she has always made sure 
children are treated equally.

“I look at a child first from the 
inside out, not from the outside 
in, as far as race,” O’Bier said. 
“And we need to make sure 
all the children are treated the 
same, with respect, and given 
the same opportunity.”

Brent again cited research 
findings.

“From a historical perspec-
tive, we’ve known about the 
achievement gap since the 
‘60s,” Brent said, adding that 
the achievement gap was tied 
not only to race but to socio-
economic status and income. 
Unfortunately, he said, students 
can’t control their race or how 

much their parents make.
“What we can do, as a school 

division and as a community, 
is recognize that students have 
different needs,” Brent said. 
He said research indicates that 
the best avenue is to start early 
education, and said he was 
“disappointed” that the schools 
declined an offer to start early 
education in Northumberland 
by the Kids First Foundation. 
Michel was among those board 
members voting against the 
Kids First Foundation three-
year-old classroom.

He also referenced a study 
which found that positivity in 
the classroom created better 
performance among students—
a positive attitude makes kids 
believe they can succeed.

One audience member asked 
the candidates whether they’d 
be in favor of another project 
like Mercer Place to provide 
affordable housing for teach-
ers.

“I’m not even familiar with 
that, so I can’t answer,” O’Bier 
replied, but offered to com-
municate with the audience 
member later.

“I was really excited about 
Mercer Place,” Brent said. “I 
was teaching at the time. I think 
it’s a phenomenal idea.” He said 
he would definitely be in favor 
of working with a local commu-
nity group for a similar project.

“I’d certainly be in favor, but 
like Matt said, it’s an outside 
organization that has to build 
that,” Michel said. “I think it’s 
been looked into a little bit here, 
and they just couldn’t gain any 
traction. But, you know, why 
would you not be in favor of 
something like that?”

An audience member asked 
Michel how the school might 
tackle the dropout problem, 
although graduation rates 
are high in Northumberland. 
Michel said the key is to get 
early commitment to education 
from the children.

“Kindergarten, pre-K, that’s 
where you get the buy-in from 
the children.”

Moderator George Beck-
ett asked Michel if he would 
“continue asking the hard ques-
tions.”

“If I’ve shocked the admin-
istrators, I apologize,” Michel 
said. “I’m me, and I ask ques-
tions because I think the ques-
tions need to be asked.”

CLARAVILLE—A brief 
discussion among Northum-
berland  school board chair-
man and District 5 incumbent 
Dick Saxer and challenger Gail 
Sterrett at a candidate forum 
September 17 centered mainly 
on teacher salaries.

Moderator Frank Kober 
asked the candidates what they 
would do to address teacher 
salaries and ensure teachers 
don’t need to take second jobs.

“Most teachers I know are 
not in the profession for the 
money,” Sterrett said. “They 
need to live, and they would 
love to have more money, but 
if they are teachers, they stay 
because they love to teach. As 
a school board member, I think 
it’s one of our top priorities to 
ensure that our teachers are 
well paid. Why do we have to 
keep up with the other coun-
ties? Why can’t we go ahead of 

the other counties?”
Sterrett said Northumber-

land should set its goals higher 
and become leaders.

“I basically agree with Gail,” 
Saxer said. “A year ago, I sent 
a letter out to all employees 
that we were only able to come 
up with 1% because of other 
things that we had to do. I 
told them also that I would do 
anything I could, everything I 
could, for a 3% raise. They got 
a 3% raise.”

Saxer said he remembers the 
days of 10% raises and would 
continue to try to bring up 

District 1 school board candidates 
tackle parent, teacher involvement

Lamb Michel O’Bier Brent

by Renss Greene

District 5 school board candidates discuss salaries
by Renss Greene

Sterrett Saxer

were awarded in fields unre-
lated to what they teach.

The discussion, the last of a 
three-hour forum, was brief.

 Forums continue
Northern Neck Candidate Forums, hosted by the 99th District 

Tea Party, will continue at 6:30 p.m. October 13 and 27 at the 
Lancaster Middle School Theater, 191 School Street, Kilmar-
nock. Candidates on October 13, will include those seeking elec-
tion to Sheriff and Commonwealth’s Attorney; and October 27, 
those seeking election to the school boards.

The forums will include question-and-answer sessions with 
candidates seeking offices in Northumberland and Lancaster 
counties. The public may submit questions at 2015NNForums@
gmail.com, or place them in a basket as they enter LMS on the 
forum nights. 

 Grant writing
Northern Neck Connection will hold a grant writing workshop 

from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. October 8 at the White Stone Church of 
the Nazarene, 57 Whisk Drive, White Stone. The speaker will be 
Nancy Paschall, executive director of Dream Catchers at the Cori 
Sikich Therapeutic Riding Center, Williamsburg.

The fee is $35 by September 26, or $45. The fee includes 
lunch. For registration details, visit nnconnection.org.

NEWS BREAK

teacher pay.
“No matter who is elected, 

we will do our best to give 
teachers not only decent raises, 
but as Mr. (Jim) Michel said, 
to address the insurance policy 
that is crippling teachers.”

An audience member asked 
the two which school board 
actions they supported or 
opposed recently. Both agreed 
that enticing Amy Lamb to 
return to the school system 
was a good decision. Sterrett 
said her biggest disagreement 
was allowing retired teachers, 
who were working part-time, 
to leave.

“Policies and practices 
were not followed to the letter 
before, two or three years ago,” 
Saxer said. He gave the exam-
ple of salary scales, which offer 
bonuses for a master’s degree 
or doctorate. When he looked 
into doctorates in the school 
system, however, he found that 
the system’s two doctorates 

donk’s
THEATER

IN MATHEWS, VA
Phone (804) 725-7760

IN OUR 40TH YEAR OF OPERATION

A Night of Classic Country
 

  PLUS  
 

  
 

TICKETS: 
Lynne’s Family Restaurant, Mathews 725-9996

The Seabreeze Restaurant, Gwynn’s Island 725-4000
The Mathews County Visitor Center, Mathews 725-4229

Ginny’s Place, Gloucester Point - 642-8780
Marketplace Antiques, White Marsh, Gloucester 694-0544

Cobbs Creek Diner, Cobbs Creek 505-1017

For Information and Reservations 725-7760
Website: www.donkstheater.com

ROUTE 198 at HUDGINS
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No Towers over
the Rappahannock

at Norris Bridge
Lancaster County has filed an appeal to stop Dominion Power’s plan to 
construct 14 overhead transmission towers across the Rappahannock River.  
Heights up to 179’ imperil aircraft safety. More concrete pilings 
affect boater safety. Stop the clutter. 

Drill the power lines underground like the York River.

Write to your Senators, Representatives, Governor, and to
the Editor of your local paper. “Put the power lines under the 
Rappahannock River.”

NO TOWERS
on the Rappahannock

NoTowers.org

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

SEW HAPPY
We will be closed 
through Sept. 30

RE-OPEN Oct. 1st 
in our 

NEW LOCATION: 1417 Tappahannock 
Blvd., Suite D (Across from Walmart)

Look for our new sign.

Monday - Friday 10:00 - 5:00
For all your sewing needs!

CLARAVILLE—Northum-
berland incumbent District 4 
supervisor Tommy Tomlin and 
challenger Syd Garriss talked 
about the county’s rescue 
squads and aging population as 
they fielded questions at a can-
didate forum September 17.

Tomlin began by mentioning 
his 22 years with the Depart-
ment of Juvenile Justice and his 
membership in the Northum-
berland County Rescue Squad. 
Garriss said he is a Vietnam 
War veteran with more than 40 
years in the computer industry, 
both public and private.

Moderator George Beckett 
asked Garriss what experience 
he has to assist in the financial 
management of the county. 
Garriss replied that he has han-

dled large budgets and man-
aged his own company.

“I’ve done a spreadsheet 
before,” Garriss quipped.

Moderator Frank Kober 
asked both what they would 
do with extra money from the 
state, and whether they would 
keep local contributions the 
same if extra money came in.

Tomlin bemoaned the coun-
ty’s high composite index, the 
measure used for calculating 
how much money the state 

gives a locality. Higher com-
posite indexes indicate more 
wealth in a county and mean 
less state funding.

“We have been, accord-
ing to the composite index, as 
wealthy as Fairfax County,” 
Tomlin said.

Tomlin said he would main-
tain the local effort, particu-
larly around the schools.

“The schools have a very 
good reputation. We want to 
keep it going,” Tomlin said. 
“You need to have quality pro-
grams, quality teachers, to get 
a quality result.”

Garris agreed there is always 
a use for more money.

“Should the county receive a 
windfall from the state or any 
other body, I suspect strongly 
that the school board, and the 
sheriff’s office, and emergency 

CLARAVILLE—They are 
running for re-election unop-
posed. Historically speaking, 
their re-election is almost certain. 
But four incumbents in uncon-
tested Northumberland elections 
met the public to field questions 
anyway at candidate forums Sep-
tember 15 and 17.

The forums, organized coop-
eratively by the Northumberland 
Democratic and Republican par-
ties and hosted at the Northum-
berland High School auditorium, 
gave candidates of every political 
affiliation and office to meet the 
public before the November 2015 
general election.

Among the uncontested 
incumbents  in the November 
election are Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Jane Wrightson, Com-
missioner of Revenue Todd 
Thomas, Treasurer Ellen Booker 
Kirby, and District One supervi-
sor Joe Self. Each fielded ques-
tions from the event organizers, 
Northumberland Republicans 
vice chair George Beckett and 
Northumberland Democrats 
chair Frank Kober, as well as 
questions from the audience.
Jane Wrightson, Com-
monwealth’s Attorney

Beckett asked Wrightson what 
citizens can do to help the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney. Wrightson 
emphasized community involve-
ment and victim outreach in her 
answers.

“If you’re involved as a wit-
ness, as a victim, in a criminal 
offense, come forward,” Wright-
son said. “We’re here to help you. 
We can’t help if people won’t par-
ticipate in the process.”

Kober asked Wrightson her 
policy on civil forfeiture. Wright-
son said her office only seizes 
cash related to drug transactions 
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Northumberland’s District 4 supervisor candidates address elder care
by Renss Greene

Tomlin Garriss

“You need people who cut 
the grass, teach the schools, 
our law enforcement officers, 
the EMS has been mentioned 
several times,” Tomlin said. 
“So the board can do a few 
things, but it would bring a 
type of zoning which has not 
been applicated here before.”

“That’s one of the great-
est challenges that we have, 
to keep a balanced economy,” 
Garriss said. He added that 
there is little direct action the 
board can take, and programs 
like Habitat for Humanity can 
only make “a very small dent.”

“One of our challenges is 
keeping opportunities here so 
that young people can get jobs 
and stay here,” Garriss said.

Both said they are willing 
to put the county check reg-
ister online for transparency, 
but Tomlin said it might not be 
very informative. The check 
register shows only amounts 
paid and to whom.

One audience member 
bemoaned the exodus of young 
people from Northumberland 
once they graduate high school, 
and asked what the board can 
do to bring businesses and jobs 
into Northumberland.

“Developing a robust econ-

omy is a significant issue, and 
I think communications is the 
best answer that can be offered 
at the moment,” Garris siad. 
“In order to bring more jobs, in 
order to bring in other compa-
nies, we need to join the global 
economy, and to do that, we need 
to join the global network.” He 
said that, although unlikely, a 
project akin to the Rural Elec-
trification Act to bring internet 
into Northumberland is needed. 
He added that he would like to 
pursue grant money.

“Short of doing something 
drastic to join the global econ-
omy, we have a tough road to 
hoe,” Garriss said.

“We’re at the end of the 
world,” Tomlin said. “It’s hard 
to get businesses to come here 
unless the business is very spe-
cific.” He pointed out the coun-
ty’s farm, timber, and fishing 
businesses, but said the fishing 
industry is “under attack.”

“Those of use who gradu-
ated and are still here, it’s 
because we were lucky enough 
to either find a job, or have 
family members who have a 
job, or whatever,” said Tomlin, 
a Northumberland native. “It’s 
a real challenge. We hate to see 
our fellow classmates leave.”

services would have plenty of 
suggestions, and the difficulty 
would be choosing which is the 
most important,” Garris said.

An audience member wanted 
to know what each would do to 
address the medical needs of 
the county’s aging population 
and the lack of nursing homes.

“I believe there will be a 
growing demand for emer-
gency services,” Garriss said. 
He said the county would need 
to find faster, more economi-
cal ways to transport seniors to 
medical care, and would need 
to court retirement homes and 
make sure the business world 
is aware of the community in 
Northumberland.

Tomlin said the geriatric 
population makes up a big 
part of EMS calls, and that the 
county also suffers problems 
with technology infrastructure.

“It’s going to take some major 
action from all partners—fed-
eral, state, and local—to get us 
to what would be considered 
basic nowadays,” Tomlin said.

Another audience member 
asked what the board could do 
to address the dearth of doctors 
in Northumberland. Both said 
the problem may be beyond the 
board’s control.

“It is an economic issue that 
is not going to be easily solved 
by the community unless we 
somehow find funds to subsi-
dize it, which I doubt is going 
to happen,” Garriss said.

“That is a national issue, 
rural healthcare in particular,” 
Tomlin said.

An audience member asked 
what the board could do to 
address the lack of affordable 
housing in the county. Tomlin 
said working people are essen-
tial to the county.

Uncontested incumbents take 
questions at candidate forums

by Renss Greene

Wrightson Thomas

Kirby Self

The winner in the recent 
9-11 photo contest at 
Camp Kekoka during the 
Bay Seafood Festival is 
Sheila Rollins, whose entry 

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department’s ladder truck 
and she captured them 
both in this unique angle. 
She wins two tickets to the 
2016 Bay Seafood Festival. 
Thanks to all who entered 
the contest, sponsored by 
the Kilmarnock Irvington 
White Stone Rotary 
Club and judged by the 
Rappahannock Record 
news and editorial staff.

Winning
flag photo

and guns used in a crime. Fire-
arms go the Northumberland 
sheriff’s office for training or 
destruction at the sheriff’s dis-
cretion. She only seizes cash or 
guns if there’s a related criminal 
charge, and only in the case of 
a conviction or guilty plea. This 
goes beyond statutory restrictions 
on civil forfeiture.

“My view is that there should 
not be a civil forfeiture without a 
criminal charge,” Wrightson said. 
“That’s not required, but I think 
the practicalities of doing it any 
other way—I think that’s very 
dangerous.”

An audience member asked 
Wrightson what her specific 
goals are for improving the way 
her office functions. Wrightson 
emphasized victim outreach and 
community involvement, in par-
ticular staying in contact with 
crime victims through the trial 
process. She said she is open to 
input from community leaders on 
how to engage the public.

“One of the cheif difficulties 
we have in trying cases is the 
reluctance of victims and wit-
nesses to testify,” Wrightson said. 
“I would welcome any opportu-
nity to help educate and encour-
age people to come forward.”

Another audience member 
wanted to know why so many 
sentences include so much sus-
pended prison time. Wrightson 
explained that sentences for 
felony charges are based on a 
point system developed by the 
Virginia Criminal Sentencing 
Commission, which takes into 
account prior offenses, victim 
injury, firearms, and myriad other 
factors to produce a score on a 
numerical sentencing table. That 
table provides a sentencing range. 
Wrightson said judges typically 
sentence within that range, and 
although they may go outside the 
suggested range, they are evalu-
ated on the judicial level by their 
consistency in sentencing within 
the guidelines.

“The sentencing guidelines 
drive a tremendous amount of 
what we do,” Wrightson said. 
“If someone is tried by a jury, 
the jury doesn’t get sentencing 
guidelines. They just sentence 
within the statutory range. But 
for better or for worse, we’re 
largely driven by that. I can and 
have asked the judge to go above 
the guidelines. I’ve occassionally 
asked or agreed with the defense 
attorney to go slightly below the 
guidelines. That’s less frequent.
Todd Thomas, Com-
missioner of Revenue

Beckett asked Thomas what 
major changes he foresaw 
for Northumberland County. 
Thomas said there are quite a few 
which will have to be addressed 

by the board of supervisors, 
including the increased cost of 
adding professional emergency 
services.

“I think we have a lot of seniors 
in the county, and I think that it’ll 
be well worth it for the increase 
in taxes, based on the fact that we 
need those services, because we 
do not want calls to go out and 
they’re not answered.”

Kober asked Thomas how he 
works with the county and board 
of supervisors so they can under-
stand what their projected reve-
nues will be as they are preparing 
a budget. Thomas said each year 
he provides data on year-by-year 
revenue figures to county admin-
istrator Kenny Eades. The past 
few years, he said, have been dif-
ficult, with slumping real estate 
markets and fewer new big-ticket 
purchases affecting the county’s 
tax base.

“But it’s coming back,” 
Thomas said. “But it’s not coming 
back very fast.”
Ellen Booker Kirby, 
Treasurer

Kirby faced few questions, but 
in her introduction emphasized 
new services she has brought 
to the treasurer’s office beyond 
the position’s normal bailiwick. 
These include issuing passports, 
online payments, and selling 
E-ZPass transponders.

Kober asked Kirby how she 
keeps her staff up to date with 
changing technology. Kirby 
responded that her staff goes 
through a certification program 
with several classes, continuing 
annual education, and cost-sav-
ing online classes.
Joe Self, board of 
supervisors, District 1

Of the three supervisor seats 
up for grabs in 2015, only Self 
is uncontested. He represents 
the northernmost district of the 
county, including those areas 
north of Callao.

Beckett asked Self what big 
changes he sees on the horizon 
for Northumberland. Self said 
the county is “moving in the right 
direction, slower than I would like 
to see it.”

“I’m in the real estate busi-
ness,” Self said. “We are seeing a 
little more activity.”

Kober asked Self what he 
would do with a windfall from the 
state, and whether he would keep 
local funding levels the same or 
relax them with the extra money 
from the state. Self pointed out 
that state funding to Northumber-
land is tight, thanks to the county’s 
very high composite index. The 
composite index is the measure 
of wealth in a county that the state 
uses to determine how much fund-
ing that area will receive.

“In representing the entire 
population, I have to look at the 
overall of everything in order to 
say what I would do on a given 
issue,” Self said. “I think that this 
board and the previous boards 
have given our various depart-
ments the necessary money that 
they need to work with.”

An audience member asked 
Self what big challenges he sees 
for Northumberland in the next 
few years.

“I don’t see anything on the 
horizon that is going to cause 
the county to have to spend big 
money, such as capital outlays,” 
Self replied. “All of those big-
ticket items, so to speak, are in 
place and operating very well, 
and they were all in place at this 
year’s budget, and we did not 
increase taxes this year.”
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

For many decades one of the iconic sights 
in the Northern Neck was Mrs. Cephro-

nia Cockrell’s gas station and store at Glebe 
Point. She operated the miniscule station until 
shortly before her death almost 40 years ago. 
She sold Amoco gasoline, and accepted credit 
cards, which she called “courtesy cards,” each 
of which she handwrote, not using a machine.  

At the end of each summer her regular cus-
tomers received a jar of her homemade green 
tomato relish, which in our family’s case we 
rationed for months, enjoying it well into the 
winter. Several years ago when the little station 
was being razed, I wrote a column commemo-
rating those truly good old days trading with 
the “lady of the house.”

Miss Phronie, as she was known, had a 
daughter, Ruby, who after the death of her 
first husband, Jeter Gaskins, married Old Man 
Cooney. The Cooneys regularly dined at Lee’s 
Restaurant, and there we became friends, but I 
never knew Mr. Cooney’s first name. He wore a 
baseball cap inscribed, “Old Man Cooney,” and 
that is the way everyone knew him. He would 
introduce himself with the words, “I’m Old 
Man Cooney.”

Ruby had a son from her first marriage, who 

became as identifiable with the image of the 
Northern Neck as had his grandmother and 
his mother and stepfather. His name was Rus-
sell Wayne Gaskins, and he spent most of his 
72 years as a working waterman. Although 
modern in carrying on his work, Russell 
Wayne was rooted in an earlier age.  

From his decades on the water, he could 
speak extensively on any specie as well as any 
geographical point, whether on the bay, river 
or creek bottom, and he knew the land equally 
well. He made his living off of the water, and 
he treasured its resources, always worrying 
about threats to the survival of the way of life 

that he had enjoyed throughout his career.   
Russell Wayne was an active member of the 

Virginia Watermen’s Association, where his 
peers respected his knowledge and judgment. 
He usually reserved the fourth Tuesday of each 
month to travel down to Newport News to attend 
the fisheries segment of the monthly meetings 
of the Virginia Marine Resources Commission. 
He was as well versed in the goings and com-
ings of the regulatory process as he was of the 
habitat and creatures that it addressed. When 
he spoke in public hearings or in private con-
versation, he showed the results of a lifetime of 
exposure to his subject.  His stature was well 
respected across the Chesapeake Bay region, 
and when he gave his views, people listened.

Russell Wayne was troubled by both the 
threats to the fish, crabs and oysters that he had 
husbanded all those many years, and about the 
decline of the trade that had supported him and 
his family. He frequently said that although 
he could understand why young people were 
not entering the seafood business because of 
the problems of disease and decline of species, 
particularly with respect to oysters and crabs, 
he grieved to contemplate that part of our heri-
tage being lost to future generations.

Given the multiplicity of creeks and rivers 
and the miles of shoreline, for generations the 
water has been the lifeblood of many young 
people growing up in the Northern Neck. 
Working on the water, farming or working in 
trades comprised the core of the local econ-
omy. With development of much of the land, 
farming has suffered along with the seafood 
industry as disease and pollution have threat-
ened its viability.  

Russell Wayne was one of the genuinely 
authentic spokesmen for the continued propa-
gation of our maritime heritage. He was the 
first to admit that he did not have the answers 
to the problems that have affected his trade, but 
he cared diligently to do his part to perpetu-
ate the craft and skill of which he was proud to 
have been his life’s work.  

Last week Russell Wayne died, ending a 
career hallmarked by hard work, vast knowl-
edge and a gentlemanly spirit that never faded. 
We hear the term “gentleman farmer,” which 
paraphrased in his context should be “Gentle-
man and Waterman.” He excelled at being 
both.

Russell Wayne Gaskins, December 7, 1942 – 
September 17, 2015.  R. I. P.

He made his living off of the 
water, and he treasured its 
resources, always worrying 
about threats to the survival 
of the way of life that he 
had enjoyed throughout his 
career.   

Focal Point

Photo by Kathy Lacey

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

I am pleased to respond to 
Dominion Power’s Dan Weekly.

Mr. Weekly says Dominion 
“began working with local gov-
ernments starting in 2014” but 
in fact I, as chairman of the 
Lancaster Board of Supervisors 
(BOS), was not briefed until 
May 2015. 

This sort of lawyerly decep-
tion has been a consistent pat-
tern for Dominion on this proj-
ect. For example, Dominion 
claims to have “fully disclosed 
project details as early as Sep-
tember 2014.” In fact, there 
were no “project details” to 
disclose in September 2014. By 
Dominion’s own admission, the 
project was still under devel-
opment when they briefed the 
Lancaster Board of Supervisors 
on May 28.  Few details were 
offered at that meeting, and not 
a single pictorial depiction of 
the project was presented nor 
was there any mention of the 
public’s Baylor oyster grounds 
having to be vacated.

Mr. Weekly goes on to say 
that with no concerns raised 
by local governments, Domin-
ion “successfully obtained the 
necessary permits needed to 
rebuild the overhead line.” Not 
true, objections were raised. The 
Lancaster Board of Supervisors 
voted unanimously on June 25 

Straight talk
from Dominion
said missing

in opposition to the overhead 
proposal—a full month before 
Dominion appeared before the 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission (VMRC) on July 
28. 

Dominion has done a master-
ful job of “hiding the football” 
as they raced to the goal line 
to obtain their permits. For this 
they may be admired, even by 
those who oppose them. But for 
straight talk, they have come up 
short.

Mr. Weekly says: “We 
[Dominion] value community 
engagement and are very open 
to suggestions.” I must say, with 
all due respect, that has not 
been evident to many of us in 
the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula. 

I reaffirm my commitment 
to work with Mr. Weekly and 
all involved parties to come 
up with a mutually acceptable 
solution.

Please help stop this ugly 
idea that Dominion Power has 
for our beautiful area. 

The crossing of the bridge is 
the highlight of the trip when 
going from the Middle Pen-
insula to the Northern Neck; 
looking upriver and downriver 
to check the river conditions 
and see what boats are travel-
ing below. It’s fun, exciting and 
always rewarding, no matter 
what the weather conditions.

But now one will only see 
these ugly towers! For what? 
To save a few bucks!  Domin-
ion, shame on you for destroy-
ing our visual environment for 
the sake of your shareholders.

Stop this ugly idea

The article in the Septem-
ber 10 Record says the school 
board authorized its chairman 
to sign a purchase contract for 
the Community Library tract 
for $610,000, and then it plans 
to ask the county to release the 
funds for the purchase. 

Further, discussions to pur-
chase began six months ago. 
Finally, the board thinks the 
property “...will be very useful 
to us...” but that they are only 
“...beginning the process of 
investigating what we have 
now and what we need...”

Am I the only one who 
thinks this is peculiar?

Why didn’t the school board 
get funding approval from the 
supervisors before negotiating 
to purchase the property? How 
can the school board authorize 
its chairman to sign a purchase 
contract before the supervisors 
authorize funding?  

Why is the school board 
planning to spend $610,000 
of taxpayer money to purchase 
a property they think “will be 
very useful to us” but appar-
ently don’t yet have a definitive 
need for since they are only 
just “beginning the process 
of investigating what we have 
now and what we need”?

It’s our money, fellow Lan-
caster taxpayers. Is this how 
you want to see it spent?

Lancaster

‘Peculiar’ timeline
for library purchase 

I was appalled that the 
state’s attorney handed out 
free t-shirts with his name on 
the back in the county school 
on opening day. Last week, the 
Record reported the county 
school board passed a motion 
stating they do not support par-
ticular candidates.

Think about it. It is sad 
someone in the school system 
went along with the scheme. 
It is sad that the school board 
found it necessary to go on 
record to state what should be 
obvious. It is sad the state’s 
attorney doesn’t know better. 

School system 
shouldn’t accept 
campaign items

The right to due process under 
law is guaranteed by the Fifth and 
Fourteenth Amendments. The 
citizens of the Northern Neck 
and the Middle Peninsula who 
live near the Rappahannock’s 
Norris Bridge have been denied 
due process.

Dominion Power plans to 
move power lines now attached to 
the side of the bridge onto metal 
towers that will be higher than the 
bridge. The industrial appearance 
of the towers and attached cables 
will degrade the natural beauty of 
the area. 

County governments and the 
public only recently learned of 
the project, after approval for the 
towers was obtained from Vir-
ginia Marine Resources and the 
Army Corps of Engineers. These 
agencies are not charged with 
taking into consideration the 
visual changes or economic 
effect of the towers. This is left to 
the State Corporation Commis-
sion, but only when the proposed 
transmission line is designed to 
carry 138  Kv or more. Domin-
ion states that its line will carry 
115 Kv. Therefore no agency is 
charged with the responsibility 
to hear public input about the 
towers.  Citizens are silenced! 

All Virginians should be con-
cerned about this denial of due 
process and the negative impact 
of unsightly towers on Rivah resi-
dents, tourists, and boaters.

Due process denied

I was astonished to read in last 
week’s Record an article on the 
September school board meet-
ing where the issue of the recent 
distribution of political campaign 
material at the Lancaster High 
School freshmen orientation 
was raised. The article refers to 
tee-shirts having the Red Devil 

School board 
should retract 
t-shirt endorsement

logo on the front and “Robert 
Cunningham - Commonwealth’s 
Attorney” (CA) on the back. 

During the meeting, Jan Smith, 
who is also running for CA, 
requested that the board publicly 
and strongly denounce the dis-
tribution of the shirts and issue 
a statement noting that the board 
does not endorse any candidates. 
I can’t imagine that the school 
board’s policies and procedures 
don’t already prohibit that kind 
of political tactic (as most other 
school boards in Virginia do).

The article notes the board 
did not respond to Smith’s com-
ments. Such inaction makes the 
school board complicit in endors-
ing a political candidate and pro-
vides free political advertising to 
a candidate for local office. The 
board should not only publicly 
retract this endorsement, but also 
should send letters to the parents 
of the LHS students to that effect. 

A recent letter in this publica-
tion addressed the importance 
of considering the character of 
candidates as we vote for indi-
viduals to hold important local 
offices such as the CA. Whether 
perpetrated by the incumbent or 
his political operatives, the stunt 
of distributing tee-shirts may be 
appropriate if he were running for 
freshman class president, but it is 
wholly inappropriate for a candi-
date for Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney. Elections matter. Character 
and integrity matter.

YOUR LETTERS

Transporting people and 
their products across the Rap-
pahannock River has con-
cerned the residents of the 
Northern Neck since Colo-
nial days, as now with cities 
and counties seeking to brand 
themselves as quiet, out-of-
the-way destinations for week-
ends and vacations.

As a result, the broad Rap-
pahannock estuary has been 
noted as the natural jewel it is. 

About a century ago, steam-
boats carried residents of the 
Northern Neck along the Rap-
pahannock and Chesapeake 
Bay to Baltimore. As farm-
ers needed transportation for 
their products, the Robert 
Opie Norris Bridge went into 
service, spanning the Rappa-
hannock with the promise of 
safe, convenient transporta-
tion for at least 50 years. Now 
60 years later, with no cogent 
plan on paper to replace it, we 
know that farmers and a grow-
ing number of individuals and 
businesses avoid driving across 
a bridge they see as having out-
lived its usefulness.

The rusting old standby is 
festooned with a tangled array 
of electrical conductors par-
tially suspended on a messy 
graveyard of towers owned by 
Dominion Power, the energy 
conglomerate who wish to add 
another string of towers. The 
battle between the people and 
the conglomerate is on.

There’s another way to pro-
ceed in providing power, has-
tening the improvement of traf-
fic flow and restoring a view of 

Consider this

the bay. It would undoubtedly 
require patience and a coopera-
tive spirit among industry, gov-
ernments and their customer-
citizens, but I think it could 
work in three steps.

First: Dominion Power 
would start by laying cables 
underneath the Rappahannock 
with capacity say 150% of 
what its towers now carry.

Second: About the towers. 
Forget the towers. Take down 
the old ones. That would be a 
good start in restoring the estu-
ary to the less impeded look of 
an earlier time.

Third: Set Virginia’s plan-
ners to work on a replacement 
for the Norris bridge as soon as 
possible.

In response to Daniel 
Weekly’s letter last week: The 
team at Dominion has done 
a remarkable job of obtain-
ing permissions to build their 
towers, in such a way that 
everyone on the Northern 
Neck and Middle Peninsula 
was oblivious of “The Plan” 
from Dominion.

Our community consists 
of caring custodians of one 
of the most beautiful areas 
around the Chesapeake, and 
we have some of the best 
brains around. How did we 
all completely miss any com-
munication, presentation and 
warning of this blight? Could 
it be because the absolute 
minimum necessary to get 
these apparent permissions 
occurred?

When dealing with areas of 
outstanding natural beauty, 
there is a moral requirement 
to go the extra mile; a moral 
duty to explore every avenue, 
to minimize any effect on the 
landscape; a moral respon-
sibility to the custodians of 
the area, to ensure they are 
involved in any decision to 
despoil the beauty of this 
unique landscape.

When an apparent miscar-
riage of justice is occurring, 
we should call for a morato-
rium, to re-explore every pos-
sible alternative. I have heard 
ideas, from sharing in the cost 
of a new bridge, adding lines 
to the existing bridge, putting 
cables underwater, etc.

The biggest question, how-
ever, is the cry of how expen-
sive it is to place cables under-
water and how it is unfair to 
burden the rest of Virginia 
with the cost. My response 
is we have shared the cost of 
doing this under the Pianka-
tank River, the Elizabeth 
River, the York, and many 
other rivers. Are we just the 
benefactors to all these other 
communities, not worthy of 
retaining our views?

Mr. Weekly, to use your 
own words, it is not the “eve 
of construction,” it is the 
dawning of your perceived 
permission!

Morality 
vs Legality?
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“DINNER & GOSPEL MUSIC
WITH THE CANDIDATE”

Join

Melvin L. Howard, Jr., Candidate for Sheriff
Saturday, October 3, 2015 @ 4:00 pm

Menu: Roast Beef & Chicken
$15 per person

For tickets call: 804-238-3307 or 804-436-4049
Location: Palestine Lodge #100, Kilmarnock, VA
Sponsored by Friends of Melvin L. Howard, Jr.

In celebration of Jim Long!
The Northumberland community celebrates 

the life and legacy of one who makes a difference 
in our community AKA the “PMA” man.

“Educator-Politican-Activist
Christian-Father”

First Baptist Church, Heathsville
O.A. Brinkley Banquet Room

$25

Banquet - Entertainment - Elegance

Joan Norris Kent
for Lanaster Sheriff

 

JoanKentForSheriff.com

joankentforsheriff@gmail.com
Donations Welcomed

Friends of Joan N. Kent Lancaster Sheriff

Paid for and authorized by Friends of Joan Kent for Lancaster County Sheriff

Do you Remember?

Photo from the Brainard Edmonds estate, provided by Susan Whitlow

YOUR LETTERS

On behalf of our mem-
bership, I have written to 
Dominion Power to express 
in the strongest possible 
terms our opposition to the 
towers they propose to build 
across the Rappahannock 
River.

Our area prides itself on its 
natural beauty, and central 
to that are our waterways, 
including the Rappahannock 
and the Chesapeake Bay. To 
damage that beauty in such 
a conscious and permanent 
manner would be a travesty, 
especially when reasonable 
alternatives exist.

In our opinion, suggest-
ing this course of action, and 
attempting to slide it through 
in what looks like an under-
handed manner, has already 
badly damaged Dominion 
Power’s reputation in this 
part of Virginia. This issue 
is far from over. People here 
are outraged and primed for 
a fight. To help in this effort 
we are contributing $500 to 
NoTowers.org.

It’s not too late to change 
course. We would suggest 
that a true analysis, not one 
based solely on accounting, 
would place an economic and 
cultural value on the beauty 
of our river as it enters the 
bay, thus offsetting the addi-
tional cost that we are told 
would be associated with 

Dominion should
value its reputation

underground cable.  
Please, Dominion Power, 

reconsider, and remember 
that corporate reputation is 
as fragile as natural beauty.  

In his letter last week in the 
Record, Daniel Weekly, vice 
president of corporate affairs 
for Dominion Virginia Power, 
made several assertions regard-
ing the proposed overhead 
transmission towers on the 
Rappahannock River adjacent 
to the Norris Bridge. The Save 
the Rappahannock Coalition 
(SRC) is pleased to offer the 
following responses.

Mr. Weekly: “Safety, reli-
ability, environmental impact, 
and cost are among important 
considerations at Dominion 
Virginia Power as we work to 
meet our customers’ energy 
needs.”

SRC response: On safety 
and reliability, we put our trust 
in Dominion. But on environ-
mental impact, the truth is that 
no environmental impact study 
was performed for this project. 
In fact, the disturbance to the 
river bottom resulting from the 
installation of ten large con-
crete bases will be significant. 
The alternative installation, 
running the cables under the 
riverbed as was done at the 

Dominion has
a blind spot

York River, would result in 
no disturbance whatsoever to 
marine life or the riverbed.

On the issue of cost, Domin-
ion performed no analysis 
of the alternatives, hence no 
meaningful cost comparisons. 
Nor was an economic impact 
study performed to assess the 
adverse effect of the unsightly 
towers on the economies of 
the Middle Peninsula and the 
Northern Neck. That is a cost 
to all of us who live and work 
in the region—a cost Domin-
ion chooses to ignore.

But the most disturbing 
aspect of Mr. Weekly’s letter is 
what he left out—any mention 
of the impact these industrial  
style towers would have on 
the irreplaceable beauty of 
the Rappahannock River. It is 
here that Dominion has a blind 
spot. Sadly, this natural beauty 
which draws some to live here, 
some to visit, and some to build 
businesses here does not even 
warrant mentioning on Mr. 
Weekly’s list of Dominion’s 
“important considerations.” 
What a shame.

The Lancaster County Demo-
cratic Committee (LCDC) will 
host a presentation by James K. 
Beazley of Dominion Virginia 
Power’s state and local affairs team 
Monday, September 28, at the 
Lancaster Community Library, 
235 School Street in Kilmarnock.

During the August LCDC 
meeting, a citizens’ group made 
a presentation, advocating for 
underwater transmission lines to 
replace failing Dominion over-
head lines across the Rappahan-
nock River. Following its presen-
tation, the citizens’ group prof-
fered a resolution for a member 
vote endorsing their position.

As the resolution was neither 
announced nor advertised before-
hand, and as only the citizens’ 
group perspective was presented, 
the chair opted to table a vote on 
the resolution until the September 

Lancaster Democrats to hear
Dominion’s views Monday

meeting, in order for the oppos-
ing side, Dominion Power, to 
present the history of the project 
and their argument for the exist-
ing approved project plan.  

The meeting will open at 6:30 
p.m. for a short social.  At 7 p.m., 
the formal program will include 
a discussion of the committee’s 
role in the upcoming election, 
and consideration of the resolu-
tion tabled last month.

Beazley has been with Domin-
ion’s Virginia State and Local 
Affairs team since May 2006.  
A native of Colonial Heights, he 
received an associate’s degree in 
science from Richard Bland Col-
lege of the College of William 
and Mary in 1998 and bachelor’s 
degree in management of human 
resources from Barton College in 
2000. He supervises local affairs 
for the Northern Neck, Middle 

Peninsula and greater Fredericks-
burg region, and is a member of 
the state government affairs team. 

Previously, Beazley supervised 
public policy efforts for the suc-
cessful 2008 permitting of a clean 
coal-fired power station in Wise 
County and early development of 
potential wind generation facili-
ties in southwestern Virginia.

Prior to his employment with 
Dominion, Beazley spent six 
years in state government and 
previously served as director of 
policy and press for Del. Terry 
G. Kilgore. From 2000 to 2001, 
he served as a special assistant 
to the Governor of Virginia. He 
was named Young Alumnus of 
Year by Barton College in 2005 
and is a 2009 graduate of LEAD 
Virginia.

The LCDC meeting is open to 
all.
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Jan C Smith
for

Commonwealth’s
Attorney

I need your vote on November 3rd to restore 
professionalism, competency and integrity to the office 
of Commonwealth’s Attorney. The people of Lancaster 
County deserve the best. Our new Sheriff deserves no 
less.

See us on Facebook: Vote Jan Smith Commonwealth’s 
Attorney in November 2015

jansmith1.com  804-761-9766
Paid for and authorized by Friends of Jan C Smith

Saturday, Oct. 3
2-5 p.m.

Cowart Seafood

Town of Irvington

In its recent advertisement recognizing those that 
helped with the Fourth of July parade, the town in-
advertently omitted the following:
Anthony and Mary Beth DeRose
Kathryn Courtney
John Younce
Jim Felthouse
Carole Rushing and her horse “Mr. B”
Richard McClain for use of his scooter
Irvington Baptist Church and Irvington Methodist 
Church for use of their parking lots

CLARAVILLE—”I want to 
tell you one thing before we 
get started,” said James “Doc” 
Lyons at the Northumberland 
candidate forum September 
15. “Peyton Waller and I have 
been friends for, what, 15 
years? We’ll remain friends 
when this thing’s over.”

Major Doc Lyons and Lieu-
tenant Peyton Waller have 
offices next door to each other 
in the new sheriff ’s office and 
shared their thoughts on law 
enforcement at a forum orga-
nized jointly by Northumber-
land Democrats and Repub-
licans. The friendly dialogue 
between the two cowork-
ers and candidates for Nor-
thumberland County Sheriff 
marked a departure from some 
of the forum’s other, more 
acrimonious conversations.

The two officers bring dif-
ferent experiences to the con-
test. Lyons worked in hospital 
administration before chang-
ing careers to spend 26 years 
with the Virginia State Police 
in various assignments; Waller 
is a lifelong Northern Neck 
law enforcement officer and 
has been a pastor for ten years.

The two faced questions 
from moderators Frank Kober 
and George Beckett, and from 
the audience.

Kober asked each their 
strategies for keeping gangs 
out of Northumberland.

“I don’t think we have any 
activity,” Waller said. “We 
have territorial groups.”

Waller said one of his goals 
would be to prevent gang 
activity with community 
policing, getting his officers 
out to talk to people, educate 
them, and give them better 
options.

“We have a few wannabes,” 
agreed Lyons. He said he 
would get young people 
interested in police careers 
involved with the sheriff ’s 
department and show young 
people that law enforcement 
officers are not “the bad 
guys.”

“I have already made 
inroads with the YMCA and 
also with the Boy Scouts,” 
Lyons said.

The audience asked Lyons 
how he would instill more 
trust and a more positive rela-
tionship with the community.

“I think it’s a very simple 
answer,” Lyons replied. “I 
think it’s communication. I 
think as long as we talk to 
each other, we won’t have a 
problem.”

Lyons said that he has 
never tolerated discrimina-
tion by police, and sees a lot 
of miscommunication in the 
community.

“I don’t see any insur-
mountable obstacles,” Lyons 
said.

Both candidates agreed that 
public perceptions of police 
are a problem.

“Law enforcement is hated,” 
Waller said. “Law enforce-
ment is just being degraded. 
Law enforcement is one of 
the worst careers that you can 
go into at this moment, with 
all of the police killings and 
everything that’s going on. 

I just want to go back to the 
point where we can get every-
one working together.”

Waller also proposed a 
community advisory board to 
meet quarterly, and said his 
officers would “stop, walk, 
and talk”; they would get out 
of their cars and introduce 
themselves in the community.

The two differed on the 
issue of department accredi-
tation. The Northumberland 
sheriff ’s office is not cur-
rently accredited with the 
Virginia Law Enforcement 
Professional Standards Com-
mission.

“That’s going to be one of 
my primary goals,” Waller 
said, adding that it would 
probably take a full term to 
prepare for accreditation.

“Until we moved into the 
new building, accreditation 
was not possible,” Lyons said, 
and agreed that it would be 
several years until the depart-
ment could be ready. How-
ever, he said, accreditation 
does not necessarily mean a 
better department.

“That would be something 
that I would look at too, but 
as of right now, it would not 
be my number one thing,” 
Lyons said.

Lyons went first in the last 
debate of a three-hour forum. 
Beckett asked Lyons if he felt 
current department staffing 
and budget are adequate.

“I think that we’re in good 
shape,” Lyons said, adding 
that the county gives the 
sheriff ’s department what it 
needs to work if the depart-
ment shows a need. He said 
he would like to add another 
school resource officer. Nor-
thumberland has only one at 
the moment.

Another audience member 
asked Lyons what his top two 
goals for the first year would 
be.

“My first objective would 
be to ensure that every officer 
that we have has the proper 
training,” Lyons said. He said 
he plans to make use of new 
office space and officers in 
the department who are cer-
tified instructors to conduct 
training in Northumberland, 
saving the county trips to 
Fredericksburg.

Second, he said he wants to 
be “a 24-hour, seven-day-a-
week sheriff ” with “officers 
just as enthusiastic and con-
scientous about their jobs as I 
am about mine.”

“I want to be the first one 
to back them up when they 
do something right, but I 
also want to be the first one 
down their throat when they 
do something wrong,” Lyons 
said.

In response to another ques-
tion, Lyons said the county 
does not have a big problem 
with violent illegal immi-
grants. Most cases involv-

ing illegal immigrants, he 
said, are related to domestic 
disputes or alcohol. Federal 
agencies, he said, are mostly 
uninterested in any problems 
Northumberland may have 
with illegal immigrants.

One audience member 
asked Lyons about automatic 
weapons for the sheriff ’s 
office, and when they might 
need them.

“My philosophy is, if 
you’re far enough away that I 
have to have a rifle to shoot 
you, I don’t need to shoot 
you,” Lyons said.

Another asked Lyons about 
the racial makeup of the sher-
iff ’s office. Lyons said race 
has “never been an issue” 
with him, and that he hires 
candidates based on qualifi-
cations and not race.

“Maybe I’m naive, but 
that’s not a problem with me,” 
Lyons said.

Finally, one audience 
member asked Lyons about 
retaining officers once they 
have been trained in Nor-
thumberland’s law enforce-
ment. Lyons said Northum-
berland salaries are good, and 
that young officers who see a 
future in the office will stay.

“Most of the good officers 
that we have, they stay here, 
so we don’t have that many 
openings,” he said.

Waller was the last speaker 
of the lengthy forum. Beckett 
asked him if he could divide 
his time between his duties as 
a pastor and a sheriff. Waller 
said he could with the help of 
the administrative staff at the 
church.

“I’ve been pastoring for 
the last 10 years, and I don’t 
think that interfered with my 
duties and responsibilities 
as a member of the sheriff ’s 
department in the last ten 
years,” Waller said.

Another audience member 
asked what the biggest law 
enforcement issue in Nor-
thumberland is. Waller said 
it’s the county’s drug prob-
lem.

“We’re doing a good job on 
it, but I think there’s still a lot 
of room for improvement,” 
Waller said.

Yet another asked why offi-
cers in Northumberland do 
not take an annual physical 
exam, and whether they are 
physically qualified for the 
job, quipping, “I’ve seen your 
officers.”

“If I were to be elected, 
and if I were to be in office, 
then I would bring my offi-
cers into physically fit shape, 
where they can perform their 
duties,” Waller said.

Both were willing to work 
under the other, and to keep the 
other employed. Waller said he 
would be in the sheriff’s office 
“as long as he wants me.”

Lyons said he would stay at 
the department until Waller 
takes office, since Lyons 
is approaching the manda-
tory retirement age of 70 
for deputies. Lyons earlier 
said he joined the depart-
ment because he heard Sher-
iff Chuck Wilkins would not 
seek re-election, and said it 
would be selfish to stay “just 
because I can.”

LANCASTER—”Sellers 
beware,” is the axiom for users 
of eBay, according to a local 
woman’s first experience sell-
ing through the e-commerce 
company.

Carol Rushing, a retired 
widow from Kilmarnock, 
last week won a $750 judge-
ment plus $65 in court costs 
in Lancaster General District 
Court against the Goliath-size 
company which operates in 30 
countries. 

Rushing testified she was a 
victim of fraud when the win-
ning bidder of a 1-ounce gold 
coin she was auctioning on 
eBay was able to go on her 
“secure webpage” and trip the 
“paid” symbol, indicating the 
$1,475 bid was paid on Paypal. 

The website records indi-
cated the buyer had a stel-
lar record for past buys, so 
Rushing mailed the coin to 
his Oregon address. When she 
discovered no money had been 

CLARAVILLE—The fall 
2015 household hazardous 
waste and electronic waste col-
lection for Northumberland 
County will take place from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. October 3 at 
the Northumberland County 
Middle School parking lot off 
of Academic Lane in Clara-
ville.

The collection, a collab-
orative effort between Nor-
thumberland County, Virginia 
Cooperative Extension, and the 
Northern Neck Soil and Water 
Conservation District, gives 
Northumberland County resi-
dents an opportunity to safely 
dispose of household chemi-
cals and other substances that 
pose a danger to the environ-
ment if not disposed of prop-
erly. Residents may also bring 
electronic items such as old 
televisions, computer moni-
tors, rechargeable batteries, 
telephones, printers and fax 
machines.  

Kathleen Watson, education 
and outreach specialist at the 
Northern Neck Soil and Water 
Conservation District, urges 
Northumberland residents to 
participate in this semi-annual 
event.

“We will take used motor 
oil, old gasoline, cleaners, oil 
based paint, antifreeze, spent 
fluorescent light bulbs and 
pesticides. These are all items 
that should be disposed of in a 
way that will keep them out of 
landfills, out of our waterways 
and away from wildlife,” said 
Watson. 

Similar waste collections in 
Lancaster County September 
19 netted over 10,000 pounds 
of hazardous materials and 
nearly 5,000 pounds of elec-
tronic waste. “That is nearly 
15,000 pounds of items that 
were properly disposed of and 
won’t pose any danger to our 
local waterways,” Watson said.

There are some items that 
residents should not bring, 
such as ammunition, radioac-
tive materials, tires, car batter-
ies, medical waste, prescrip-
tion drugs and latex paint. 

Anyone with questions about 
the waste collection event 
should call the Northumber-
land County Extension Office 
at 580-5694, or the Northern 
Neck Soil and Water Conser-
vation District at 313-9102.

Kilmarnock woman wins court
judgement for e-commerce loss

Carol Rushing lost more 
than money when a bidder 
on eBay scammed her out 
of the gold coin she was 
auctioning on the website.

by Audrey Thomasson

paid, she also discovered from 
the company’s Dispute Resolu-
tion Center that she was on her 
own in trying to track down the 
buyer and collect her money. 

Representatives told her 
either the buyer or seller can 
manipulate the paid symbol.                

“I went back and carefully 
reviewed the eBay user agree-
ment,” she told Judge Thomas 
Jones. “Nowhere does it dis-
close that the buyer can alter 
the unpaid/paid indicator on 
my eBay page” which Rushing 
said she could only access with 
her passcode. 

Attorneys for eBay argued 
that Rushing had “contributing 
negligence” because she did 
not follow up with the freight 
company when they contacted 
her.

Rushing said when the 
freight company contacted her 
it sounded like another scam, 
so she didn’t return the call.

The coin was sold on 
December 25, 2014. At the 
time, Rushing was tending to 
her dying husband and needed 
the money to pay his medical 
bills.

“My complaint is that eBay 
has a glitch, a gaping hole in 
its system that puts sellers at 
risk,” she said after the hear-
ing.

Hazardous and
electronic waste
collection due in 
Northumberland

For sheriff, a friendly contest in Northumberland
by Renss Greene

Waller Lyons
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