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Northumberland school administrators surprised the entire student 
body last Monday at a ceremony celebrating the school system’s 
accreditation.

At an all school assembly on the Northumebrland High School 
athletic field in Claraville, administrators announced Stacey Lee, an 
English teacher at Northumberland Middle School, has been named 
regional teacher of the year.

Lee joins seven other teachers across the state with this honor, and 
was selected from among teachers in 17 school systems, including 
larger systems like Spotsylvania and Fredericksburg. She is Nor-
thumberland’s first regional teacher of the year.

Lee was surprised with a bouquet, banner, proclamations from 
the governor, and a ride around the Northumberland football field in 
school board member Jim Michel’s Ford Thunderbird as faculty and 
students cheered. Lee thanked God and Northumberland students in a 
brief speech.

“Students of Northumberland county, all I have to say is this: this is 
all for you,” Lee said. “Give yourselves a round of applause. What I 
do day in and day out is for you, and that’s it. That’s all I do. So thank 
you all for being my students and allowing me to be a part of your 
lives.”

A panel, including classroom teachers, representatives of profes-
sional and educational associations, the business community and 
2015 Virginia Teacher of the Year Jaclyn M. Roller Ryan of Shenan-
doah County reviewed the portfolios and selected the eight regional 
teachers, according to the Virginia Department of Education.

Next month, the panel will interview each of the eight teachers 
to select the 2016 Virginia Teacher of the Year. The decision will be 
announced October 19 in Richmond during a ceremony hosted by 
Gov. Terry McAuliffe.

The 2016 Virginia Teacher of the Year will be the Commonwealth’s 
nominee in the National Teacher of the Year Program. The recognition 
is given by the Council of Chief State School Officers, in partnership 
with the Voya Foundation and People to People Ambassador Pro-
grams. 

IRVINGTON—Public opinion con-
tinues to heat up over Dominion Pow-
er’s proposal to erect towers across the 
Rappahannock River. The towers would 
carry transmission lines to replace those 
that are now attached to the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge.

Hilda Page asked the Irvington Town 
Council for permission to hold a rally 
on the commons to inform residents of 
Dominion Power’s plans and to gather 
support for an alternative plan to run the 
lines under water. 

According to Page, Dominion spent 
$85 million to run 3.5 miles of cable 
under the York River, after predicting 
the cost would be $235 million. 

Based on the actual costs of the York 
River project, “The Rappahannock 
project, which is just 2.4 miles wide, 
should cost between $60 to $65 mil-
lion,” she said. The cost of the towers 
is estimated at $30 million. “It is not 
three to five times more expensive, as 
Dominion Power is reporting.  

“Preserving the Rappahannock River 
will require vigorously opposing their 
tower plan,” she said.

Council unanimously approved 
giving the “No Towers.org” organiza-
tion use of the commons for the rally. 

The event will take place from noon 
to 4 p.m. October 31 and is family-
oriented. Organizers will provide food, 
non-alcoholic beverages and music. 

The Irvington Halloween event for 
kids will follow at about 5:30 p.m.

Irvington 
authorizes
use of the
Commons 
for anti-
tower rally

by Audrey Thomasson

Teacher Stacey Lee was honored during a school-wide 
assembly last Monday in Claraville. She is pictured with her 
children, Amiyah and Kameron. Photo by Rachel Hall

Northumberland English 
teacher Stacey Lee named
regional teacher of the year

by Renss Greene

IRVINGTON—Town council last 
week opened discussions on a real estate 
tax for town residents that could take 
effect next year. 

Members set up a tentative date for a 
public information meeting on October 
19 at 7 p.m. 

“You’re going to have people who 
have never been taxed before who will 
want to know why we want to tax now,” 
said Mayor Rannie Ransone.

Two years ago, council discussed a 
real estate property tax as a contingency 
plan in case the town suffered a loss in 
one of its revenue streams.

Earlier this year, the Tides Inn 
announced plans to become a destination 
spa resort which would include elimina-
tion of a number of hotel rooms and con-
struction of privately owned residences 
on their grounds. The changes would 
result in significant losses in the town’s 
occupancy tax receipts. 

Thursday night, Lancaster County 
Commissioner of the Revenue Sonny 
Thomas answered council questions on 
procedures and deadlines for putting a 
town tax into place.

He said the town would have to let him 

Irvington
council begins
discussions on
real estate tax

by Audrey Thomasson

KILMARNOCK—Following an 
executive session Monday night, the 
Lancaster school board voted to pur-
chase the Lancaster Community Library 
and surrounding property at 235 School 
Street in Kilmarnock for $610,000.

The library property, including 2.5 
acres of parking area, is adjacent to Lan-
caster Middle School. 

According to school board chairman 
Dr. Robert Westbrook, the board voted 
unanimously, 5-0, to empower him to 
sign the contract for the purchase. Dis-
cussions to purchase the property began 
six months ago. 

The Lancaster Community Library 
is moving to 16 Town Centre Drive in 
Kilmarnock. 

Patrick McCranie made the motion to 
have Dr. Westbrook sign the contract and 
Don McCann made the second. Voting 
in favor were Dr. Westbrook, McCranie, 
McCann, Ella Davis and Robert Smart. 

According to Dr. Westbrook, the prop-
erty includes the building on a 1.5-acre 
site which includes a parking area. An 
adjacent one-acre parking area is owned 
by the county. The school board plans to 
ask the county to release the money for 
the purchase and to sign a quick claim 
deed for the far parking lot, said Dr. 
Westbrook. 

The school board hopes to close on 
the property following inspections by 
November 30. 

“Because of its proximity to the 
school, it will be very useful to us,” he 
said. “We are beginning the process of 
[investigating] what we have now and 
what we need,” regarding school facili-
ties. 

Jimmie Carter chairs a 20-member 
school facilities committee recently 
appointed by the board. Carter said 
the committee “represents a cross sec-
tion of the community” and includes 
parents, teachers, business owners, 
bankers, coaches and others concerned 
about the future of our schools. The 
goal is to investigate the functional-
ity of the county’s school facilities 
and determine needs. The committee 
has scheduled on-site visits to Lan-
caster Primary School September 17, 
Lancaster High School October 1 and 

Lancaster Middle School October 15. 
The current enrollment in Lancaster’s 

school division is 1,271, which includes 
101 preschool students, said superinten-
dent Steve Parker. 

Parker told the board the division has a 
potential problem as it starts the 2015-16 
school year, but, “it’s a good one.” 

“We have 40 more students than we 
expected...many of them in kindergar-
ten,” said Parker. The increased enroll-
ment, however, is increasing some class 
sizes, he added. 

In other business, the board voted 
unanimously, 5-0, not to allow eligible 
employees to direct voluntary contribu-
tions to an employer-sponsored hybrid 
403(b) plan. According to the school’s 
director of finance, Whitney Barrack, 
only one employee currently uses a vol-
untary contribution plan. 

Employees which would use the 
hybrid system are those hired after Janu-
ary 1, 2014, and are new to the Virginia 
Retirement System (VRS). 

The board is asked by VRS to pass a 
resolution every year regarding this con-
tribution system, said Parker.  

During the public comment session, 
Lloyd Hill asked the board why Lan-
caster had hired only one person of color 
while neighboring Northumberland 
County had hired five. Hill wondered 
whether Lancaster didn’t have any to 
apply, or if they did were the candidates 
not qualified, and what kind of recruiting 
of minorities did the school system have 
in place. 

Jan Smith also addressed the board 
concerning tee-shirts distributed during a 
high school freshman orientation. Smith 
said the shirts showed an LHS logo on 
the front and had a candidate’s name on 
the back. He asked the board to publicly 
state it does not support any candidates 
in the upcoming county elections. 

The board did not respond to Hill’s or 
Smith’s comments.

The board also recognized the accom-
plishments of Lancaster High’s varsity 
baseball and boys track teams, which 
both finished as state runners-up during 
the 2015 spring season. The track team 
also had a state championship relay 
team, which was recognized. Coaches 
and players were presented certificates 
of recognition by Westbrook and Parker. 

It’s official:
Lancaster school board
to acquire library tract

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

KILMARNOCK—Town planning 
commission members on September 
14 looked into some complicated 
concepts, including the possibility of 
a floating zone, to regulate itinerant 
vendors in Kilmarnock.

Planning and zoning director Mar-
shall Sebra, at the request of the com-
mission, came to the meeting with 
some proposed ordinance updates 
to address mobile food vendors in 
Kilmarnock. His suggestions, which 

he characterized as a starting point, 
include a distinct definition for itiner-
ant food vendors in the town’s exist-
ing itinerant vendor code.

The updated code would clarify 
that all itinerant vendors are still gov-
erned by all town business licensing 
fees and other regulations, as well 
as clarifying that itinerant vendors 
must have written permission from 
the owner of the land on which they 
operate. The town’s two current itin-
erant food vendors as defined in the 
suggested ordinance, Terrie’s Place 

and Barbara’s Hot Dog Cart, already 
comply with these rules and would 
be grandfathered under any new 
rules.

The suggested code updates would 
explicitly allow itinerant vendors of 
every type by right in the C-1 com-
mercial district, and through a con-
ditional use permit (CUP) in the 
Steptoe’s Overlay District. Sebra 
suggested the commission consider 
whether this should be specific to 
itinerant food vendors, and pointed 
out the conditional use permit would 

require public hearings and allow the 
town flexibility in imposing rules 
such as limits to how long an itinerant 
vendor may remain in one place.

The CUP idea raised concerns with 
some members. Ann Towner noted 
the CUP is a two-month process. Neill 
Shultz suggested that it would dis-
courage food truck owners who just 
want to test the waters in Kilmarnock. 
Chairman Lindsy Gardner said it 
would discourage itinerant vendors in 

Planning commission floats new zoning ideas
by Renss Greene

TOWN TAXES, continued on page A2 FLOATING ZONE, continued on page A2

NEWS BREAK
 Hazardous and electronic waste disposal
The Fall 2015 Household Hazardous Waste and Electronic Waste 

Collection for Lancaster County will take place from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
September 19 at the Kilmarnock Refuse Center, 320 White Pine Drive, 
Kilmarnock.

Crews will be accepting household chemicals and other substances that 
pose a danger to the environment if not disposed of properly; electron-
ics including old televisions, computer monitors, rechargeable batteries, 
telephones, printers and fax machines; as well as used motor oil, old gas-
oline, cleaners, oil based paint, antifreeze, spent fluorescent light bulbs 
and pesticides.
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Exhibit September 8 - 26 

Come See The Labor Day Show Winners!

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF
R

RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA
804- 436 - 9309 / ralgallery.com

People’s Choice Winners
Pat Ramey & Elizabeth Lee

know by June 2016 in order to 
impose a rider onto county taxes.

“(County Treasurer) Bonnie 
Haynie could add it to the county 
tax bill and charge the town a 
fee,” Thomas explained. He 
noted a 1-cent tax would produce 
$17,000 in revenue to the town. 

“You may already be empow-
ered to do a tax in the town char-
ter. If not, you’ll have to propose 
an ordinance,” he said. 

“Nothing in the charter pre-
cludes a tax,” said town attorney 
Wes Charlton. He said he would 
circulate an ordinance for coun-
cil’s review.

the Steptoe’s Overlay District, 
since they would be allowed in 
the C-1 district without a CUP.

Vice mayor Rebecca Nunn 
suggested allowing food trucks 
in the municipal parking lot 
on Main Street next to the 
Masonic Lodge until the Town 
Centre park is finished. Then, 
she said, food trucks could 
have a spot in the park.

Several members agreed 
with this idea. Joan Gravatt 
called it “a win-win.”

“People would know where 
these trucks would be,” Gra-
vatt said. “Also it alleviates the 
traffic situation and parking on 
Main Street.”

Chris Allen suggested 
Kilmarnock take a page from 
Charlottesville’s farmers 
market with the concept of a 
“floating zone,” or a zone that 
is written into town ordinances 
but only takes effect under cer-
tain conditions.

Charlottesville municipal 
code creates a city market, 
with a location and rules desig-
nated by the city manager. The 
city market allows vendors to 
sell their own produce and cre-
ations under normal appear-
ance and operational regula-
tions but without the more 
stringent “certificate of appro-
priateness” usually required of 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock planning commis-
sion elected a new slate of offi-
cers at its meeting Monday, Sep-
tember 14.

After much discussion and 
playfully threatening to nomi-
nate one another, commissioners 
elected experienced planner and 
vice chairman Ann Towner to 
the post of chairman. Chris Allen 
was elected vice chairman and 
Spike Nunn, secretary.

The commission also said 
goodbye to two members 
who had their last meeting 
this month. Former chairman 
Lindsy Gardner and commission 
member Joan Gravatt have each 
announced they will not seek 
another appointment.

“I have really appreciated your 
leadership, your professionalism, 
and your expertise,” Towner said 
to Gardner. “You have been my 
mentor during the past year, since 
I’m used to being a staff person, 
and now I’m a commissioner. It 
will be very difficult to fill your 
shoes. And Joan, I have also 
really enjoyed working with you. 
You’ve got a wonderful sense of 
humor, and you’ve got a lot of 
knowledge.”

The commission also rec-

Towner elected chairman
of planning commission

Ann Towner

by Renss Greene

From left are Lindsy Gardner and Joan Gravatt.

ommended two new members 
for appointment. Commission-
ers unanimously endorsed Les 
Spivey, controller at Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club and 
former member of both the plan-
ning commission and the town 
council, and Bernice McElroy, a 
former secretary-treasurer in the 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and 
former president of the Lancaster 
County Lions Club.

The town also received 
applications from realtor Betsy 
Crowther and retired master 
mechanic John Raymonn. Town 
council will now weigh the 
applications and the commis-
sion’s recommendations and 
appoint two new commission 
members to fill the seats vacated 
by Gardner and Gravatt.

Floating zone
continued from page A1

itinerant vendors in Charlot-
tesville. The city market rules 
only apply in the area desig-
nated by the city manager, and 
within that area the city man-
ager can designate hours of 
operation and rules governing 
business conduct.

At the end of the discussion, 
Towner, without objection 
from the commission, sug-
gested the commission look 
into floating zones, using the 
municipal lot for food trucks 
in the short term, and revisit-
ing the definition of itinerant 
vendors.

For any rules governing use 
in any zone to have any prac-
tical effect, itinerant vendors 
would have to be forbidden 
in other zoning districts, said 
Sebra.

In other business, the 
commission recommended 
approval of a zoning change to 
allow a coffee shop on the first 
floor at 139 South Main Street, 
at the corner of South Main 
Street and Claybrook Avenue. 
The property would be rezoned 
from medium-density residen-
tial to general commercial.

The commission agreed ten-
tatively not to meet in October 
due to schedule conflicts. The 
commission’s next meeting 
will be in November.

Town taxes
continued from page A1

HEATHSVILLE—Northum-
berland supervisors on Septem-
ber 10 authorized the construc-
tion of six boat slips at Tommy’s 
Restaurant on Cockrells Creek in 
Reedville.

“We’ve been talking about 
putting in the dock so that water-
borne patrons can come in and 
not have to go down to the Crazy 

SALUDA—Representatives 
from Dominion Virginia Power 
answered questions from Mid-
dlesex County Supervisor Pete 
Mansfield on September 1 with 
regards to replacing the aging 
power line infrastructure that has 
been in place since 1962 on the 
Robert O. Norris Bridge. The 
2.1-mile-long bridge across the 
Rappahannock River connects 
Middlesex and Lancaster coun-
ties.

The Dominion plan calls for 
the power lines across the Rap-
pahannock to be upgraded and 
placed on 11 new 120-190 foot 
high steel structures with con-
crete foundations in the water.

Mansfield asked why the 
new power lines could not be 
mounted to the bridge as the cur-
rent lines are.

Dominion official Wes Keck 
said the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) has not 
encouraged attachment of the 
new lines to the bridge because 
of the bridge’s “age and con-
dition.” He noted that “stan-
dards” for mounting lines have 
changed since the present lines 
were mounted in 1962. “It’s very 
prohibitive now because of the 
standards now required for new 

construction,” he said.
Keck said if the power lines 

were mounted to the bridge, the 
increased weight of the higher 
voltage lines would require 
building a “pull box” on the 
bridge, and the physical configu-
ration of the bridge does not lend 
itself to such an undertaking.

Mansfield asked, “This is 
going to cost you $25 million to 
build the towers and run the elec-
tric lines. Why don’t you donate 
$25 million toward a new bridge 
and ask VDOT to allow you to 
place your lines on it?”

Keck responded, “That’s 
above my authority.” 

He also noted that in “numer-
ous conversations” with VDOT, 
Dominion officials have been 
told VDOT has no immedi-
ate plans to replace the bridge, 
which was built in 1957.

Mansfield also voiced con-
cern that Dominion Power used 
a technicality to avoid having to 
present its proposed power line 
plan to the State Corporation 
Commission (SCC). 

Dominion only had to get 
permits from Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission 
(VMRC) and the Army Corps 
of Engineers to build the power 
line towers.

The towers across the Rappah-

annock will carry a 115 KV line 
but the capacity of the towers 
will hold a 200 plus KV line.  
Mansfield said if Dominion had 
requested a “full capacity” in the 
number of volts, the company 
would have been required to go 
before the SCC for additional 
approval. Mansfield suggested 
this may have been a maneuver 
by Dominion to avoid going 
before the SCC.

“This somewhat negates the 
spirit of the General Assembly 
because if you go back now and 
request to install full capacity 
voltage lines, and you already 
have the tower capacity, who will 
turn you down?” said Mansfield.

Keck said all indications are 
that the time is “way, way in the 
future” when residential and 
commercial business growth 
will warrant full capacity lines 
on the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula.

The tower power lines issue 
has heated up over the past few 
weeks. The Lancaster County 
Board of Supervisors has filed 
an appeal of the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission decision 
approving Dominion’s plan to 
build the new towers. As of Sep-
tember 15, no response has been 
filed and a hearing date has not 
been set.

Middlesex supervisor indicates power line
tower plan should have had SCC approval

by Larry Chowning

Supervisors approve boat slips at restaurant
by Renss Greene Crab and moor and then walk up 

to Tommy’s,” said Tom Kelly, one 
of the owners of the restaurant.

Monty Deihl, who described 
himself as a frequent patron of 
the restaurant, supported the 
request. He was the only citizen 
to speak at the hearing.

The permit was approved 
unanimously, 5-0.

The board also approved 
another in a series of houseclean-
ing measures in the Bayshore 
subdivision. The county aban-
doned an alleyway at the request 
of Dixie Deihl, who owns prop-
erty in the subdivision. County 
administrator Kenny Eades said 
he, like many others, actually 
thought the alleyway had already 
been abandoned, but discovered 
last month that technically the 
county still had a right of way 
through Deihl’s property.

Eades contacted Deihl to ask 
if she wanted the county to aban-
don the alleyway, as it has done 
with other alleyways in the sub-
division.

“She agreed she’d like to have 
it done, because it does go right 
down the middle of her garage,” 
Eades said.

The board voted unanimously 
to abandon the alleyway.

Eades announced the county 
will begin seeking applicants to 
replace assistant county admin-
istrator Luttrell Tadlock when 
he takes the county administra-
tor position in January. The new 
position is a director of com-
munity development, reshuf-
fling responsibilities to give the 
county’s IT administrator control 
of the county’s geographic infor-
mation system and entrusting 
the new position with oversight 
of public works. The county 
will begin advertising and Eades 
plans to have a new hire to train 
during December.

The board approved a motion 
to allow short-term borrowing in 
anticipation of a possible budget 
shortfall next year. Although the 
board has not yet decided that it 
will borrow, it will now have the 
option in the face of shrinking 
local, state, and federal revenues 
and the possibility of budget con-
flicts at the state and federal levels 
causing funds to localities to be 
delivered late.

The motion authorizes the 
county administrator and trea-
surer to negotiate a note “at the 
best possible interest rate” to 
borrow money to meet expendi-
tures, to be paid off no later than 
December 31, 2015.

 Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol 

and Rifle Club will spon-
sor Refuse To Be A Victim, a 
crime prevention and personal 
safety seminar, from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. September 19 at Lan-
caster Community Library, 235 
School Street, Kilmarnock.

The seminar will be open 
to the public at a cost of $35, 
which includes all program 
materials and light refresh-
ments. Pre-registration is 
required. To register, visit 
refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-be-a-
victim.aspx, or rprclub.com. 

NEWS 
BREAK
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The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

            Quilting Fabrics & More

New Classroom Open House
Light refreshments and hourly prize drawings!

September 26, 2015
10 am - 2 pm
60 First Street

White Stone, VA 22578
804.577.7272

 

.

Sign up for classes online at
www.sewlovelee.com or call today to enroll.

Inspiring Creative Expression

Stop the
Towers

Dominion Power’s tower plan across the Rappahannock is their 
low-budget solution.These towers will ruin our coastal appeal, cost us 
tourist revenue, new housing starts, sales revenue, real 
estate sales and JOBS. We will be the losers. Let your voice be heard.

Delegate Ransone 804-472-4181, DelMRansone@house.virginia.gov
Delegate Hodges 804-277-9801, DelKHodges@house.virginia.gov
State Senator McDougle 804-698-7504, district04@sov.state.va.us
Governor Terry McAuliffe 804-786-2211

Your Representatives: 

Dominion Power  powerline@dom.com

Write… Call…

Get involved www.NoTowers.org

High-Speed 
Internet Available 

Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula
Call Mike 

@ N.N.S.S.

(804) 450-4851

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported charges against 
seven individuals.
Felonies

Jessica R. Dameron, 35, of East Church Street 
was charged September 10 with felony violation 
of probation in a Westmoreland County case. 
Misdemeanors

A Lumberlost Trail man, 20, was charged Sep-
tember 8 with violation of the community correc-
tions program.

A Gaskins Road woman was charged Septem-
ber 8 with contempt of a court order.

A Kathy Drive man, 23, was charged Septem-
ber 8 with violation of the community correc-
tions program.

A Merry Point Road man, 19,  was charged 
September 8 with destruction of property.

A Morattico Road man, 24, was charged Sep-
tember 10 with domestic assault and battery.

A Merrry Point Road man, 21, was charged 
September 11 with two counts of hit and run 
damage to property, both in Northumberland 
County cases.

A Sandlin Drive man, 23, was charged Sep-
tember 13 with assault and battery.
Activity Report

September 8: Staff responded to the Tay-
lors Creek Road area on a complaint of a sus-
picious vehicle in the area during the time chil-
dren were departing from a school bus, and to a 
prowler complaint on Farley Lane.

September 9: Staff responded to a suspi-
cious vehicle complaint in the 12000 block of 
Mary Ball Road, to a theft of gasoline complaint 
at a White Stone area convenience store, to a 
domestic assault call in the 2500 block of Morat-
tico Road (arrest reported on September 10), and 
with the Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) 
to a domestic disturbance/assault call on South 
Main Street.

September 10: Staff responded to the area 
of Summers Lane on a complaint of a suspi-
cious/intoxicated person (subject was gone on 
arrival), to a possible burglary on Quarters Cove 
Drive (call cancelled by complainant; no crimi-
nal incident), to the Lively area to meet the juve-
nile probation officer who recovered personal use 
marijuana from the parents of a juvenile, and to 
a single-vehicle traffic crash near Irvington and 
Weems Roads (no fire/EMS response required).

September 11: Staff responded to a distur-
bance call in the 2500 block of Irvington Road, 
to a suspicious vehicle complaint on Shady Lane 
(subject parked behind a business, waiting for 
a family member to arrive from the Richmond 
area), and with Virginia State Police (VSP) to 
a hit and run traffic crash in the area of Regina 
and Davis Mill Roads (VSP effected arrest for hit 
and run personal injury, DUI, driving suspended, 
refuse blood/breath test, drinking while driving, 
seat belt violation, fail to obey highway sign). 
Staff received a destruction of property report 
from a Woods Drive resident (1997 Mercedes 
E32 side view mirror, front spoiler, paint; $4,000 
damages), and a walk-in report of a larceny 
(assorted sterling silver, serving pieces/trays, 
prescription drugs; $8,050 loss).

September 12: Staff responded with KPD 
and emergency medical services (EMS) to a 
medical emergency in the 400 block of North 
Main Street (highly intoxicated person), to a tres-
pass complaint in the 2800 block of Lara Road 
(disabled vehicle parked in driveway, note left 
on windshield by the driver), to a noise viola-
tion complaint in the 10700 block of Courthouse 
Road (noise abated), and with KPD to an assault 
call on Campbell Road. At 10:18 a.m. staff 
received from U.S. Weather Service Wakefield 
and announced via fire/rescue/sheriff’s radio 
channels a tornado warning in effect until 11 

a.m. Staff notified Virginia Department of Trans-
portation of a downed tree incident (location not 
logged), and county building/land use officials of 
a silt fence that failed at a construction site in the 
Eagles Landing area causing silt water to enter 
the creek, and effected a traffic stop that led to 
a foot pursuit in the area of Rappahannock and 
Chesapeake Drives.

September 13: Staff responded with 
EMS to a call on Methodist Church Road, to a 
destruction of property complaint on New South 
Road, to Gemini Lane for an assault incident 
that occurred on Sandlin Drive (arrest reported 
above), to a disorderly conduct complaint at the 
Pine Trail recycling center (subject attempted to 
scavenge a desk from the dumpster), to the bank 
in Lively on a complaint of a suspicious pack-
age near the entry (item determined to contain 
copies of  The Local Scoop free magazine), and 
at the request of Middlesex authorities to the area 
of the Norris Bridge in an attempt to locate a 
reported suicidal person (call cancelled by Mid-
dlesex); received a destruction of property report 
from a Chesapeake Drive resident (rear window, 
2002 Lincoln Town Car; $300 damages), and a 
burglary report from a Gaskins Road resident 
(Samsung 37” flat screen TV, black Timberland 
boots, size 7 pink Fugga boots, window screen 
damaged; $630 loss); and checked on the well-
being of a Keep Safe program participant after 
prearranged telephone contact could not be made 
(telephone line problem).

September 14: Staff responded to a tres-
pass/suspicious persons complaint in the 2200 
block of Windmill Point Road.

The sheriff’s staff also conducted 16 traffic 
stops, issued three summonses, assisted four 
motorists, handled a call for traffic control, inves-
tigated three building alarms, processed a mental 
health order, logged nine inmate transports, 
received 12 E911 hangup calls and responded to 
two calls for animal control services
Fire calls

The Virginia Department of Forestry and the 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a brush fire on West Highview 
Drive. ULVFD also responded to a traffic crash 
at Regina and Davis Mill roads and a fire/smoke 
alarm on Lookout Point.

Kilmarnock VFD and White Stone VFD 
responded to a fire/smoke alarm at Chesapeake 
Commons.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins this week reported charges 
against seven individuals.
Felonies

Stanford Cintaz Bromley, 21, of Heathsville 
was charged September 8 with two counts of 
malicious wounding.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 22, was charged Septem-
ber 1 with failing to appear in the Northumber-
land County Juvenile and Domestic Court.

A  Reedville man, 51, was charged September 
4 with a summons for occupying a uninhabitable 
travel trailer.

A Heathsville man, 41, was charged September 
4 with assault and battery of a family member.

A Newport News man, 30, was charged Sep-
tember 5 with failing to obey a court order from 
the Northumberland County General District 
Court. He was arrested by the Newport News 
Sheriff’s Office.

A Lancaster man, 21, was charged September 
11 with hit and run (unattended vehicle) and hit 
and run (attended vehicle). He was arrested by 
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office.

A Lancaster man, 54, was charged September 
13 with failing to pay child support. This was for 
Hampton City Juvenile and Domestic Relations 
Court.

Smith Point Sea Rescue vice 
president Jim Bullard reported crews 
responded to the following calls for assis-
tance in August:

August 8: At 3 p.m., a boater called 
911 and reported he had lost engine 
power on his 27-foot sailboat. The sheriff 
requested help from Rescue I out of Reed-
ville. The sailboat was adrift in heavy wind 
near Dameron Marsh. Upon arrival at the 
scene the Rescue I crew discovered the 
sailboat under tow to Ingram Bay Marina. 
Time on call, 1.5 hours.

August 14: At 7 p.m., the captain on 
a 21-foot skiff called to report his engine 
had failed in Ingram Bay. Rescue I towed 
the boat to the owner’s dock on Crane 
Creek. Time on call, 1 hour.

August 15: At 3:45 p.m., Smith Point 
Sea Rescue was called to tow a 20-foot 

Sea Ray with engine failure from the 
upper Great Wicomico River to a ramp 
where the boat owner’s trailer was located. 
Time on call, 2 hours.

August 22: At 9:30 a.m., the sheriff 
received a call from a commercial crab 
fisherman that he’d lost engine power 
and was being swept ashore by wind and 
waves along Hughlett Point. Rescue I was 
dispatched from Reedville but could not 
approach the disabled vessel in such shal-
low water. The crew returned to the boat-
house, then drove a vehicle to Hughlett 
Point where they found the 24-foot crab-
bing boat beached with no occupant. They 
secured the boat higher onto the beach and 
called the sheriff who reported the crabber 
was safe and no longer needed assistance. 
Time on call, 2 hours.    

August 26: At 3 p.m. the skipper of 

a 22-foot Sting Ray bowrider with three 
aboard called to report his engine would 
not start. He was adrift near upper Mill 
Creek off Ingram Bay. Rescue I towed 
the vessel to Buzzard’s Point Marina for 
repairs. Time on call, 2 hours.

Alert: The U.S. Coast Guard recently 
removed the Great Wicomico Light, a nav-
igation mark locally known as the “spider 
light.” Boaters leaving Reedville or the 
Great Wicomico River should travel all the 
way to the red #4 then directly to the red 
#2 to avoid a submerged rock pile just to 
the north of this line. There is currently a 
small unlighted white buoy over the rocks.

Smith Point Sea Rescue can be reached 
on channel 16 or by calling 911. Rescue 
I and II are based on the Great Wicomico 
River and Rescue III is on Lodge Creek off 
the Yeocomico River.

The Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers is seeking help 
regarding the whereabouts of 
three individuals.

Maurice Channel Veney, 24, 
is wanted for protective order 
violation and destruction of 
property. He is described as a 
black male with brown eyes, 
black hair and a tattoo on his 
right arm. He is 5 feet 7 inches 
tall and weighs 175 pounds.

Veney’s last known address 
is 325 Twin Branch Road, 
Heathsville.

Roger Allen McMahon, 
37, is wanted for failure to 
appear in Lancaster County 
Circuit Court on July 23. He is 
described as a white male with 
green eyes and blond hair. He 
is 5 feet 10 inches tall.

McMahon’s last known 
addresses are 367 Chesapeake 
Drive, White Stone, and 1449 
Windmill Point Road, White 
Stone.

Hunter Andrew Terry, 31, 
is wanted for violation of a 
court order. He is described as 
a white male with brown eyes 
and hair. He is 6 feet tall and 
weighs 185 pounds. 

Terry’s last known address 
is 247 Farriers Road, White 
Stone.

Report related information 
to Crime Stoppers at 462-
7463. If your information is 
useful to law enforcement, 
you could receive a reward up 
to $1,000. 

You do not have to give your 
name or appear in court.

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE REPORT

CRIME 
SOLVERS

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
CodeRED system that has 
served as the foundation for the 
Lancaster County emergency 
planning and communications 
outreach since 2011 has now 
contracted with the county to 
also provide Code Red Weather 
Warnings. 

This service is an automated 
weather warning technology that 
delivers phone calls, text mes-
sages, and emails to registered 
residents and businesses within 
the direct path of severe weather, 
reported chief of emergency ser-

vices Terrence J. McGregor.
 The CodeRED Weather Warn-

ing system is an opt-in service 
that automatically notifies those 
registered of tornado, flash flood, 
and severe thunderstorm warn-
ings just minutes after an alert is 
issued by the National Weather 
Service, he said. 

All residents living within 
Lancaster County are urged to 
visit lancova.com and click on 
the CodeRED link to enroll addi-
tional contact information includ-
ing cell phone numbers, text and 
email addresses, said McGregor. 

This link also will allow residents 
to opt-in to receive the automated 
Weather Warnings. 

Residents and businesses are 
urged to enter both a cell phone 
number and email address, and 
designate the types of weather 
warnings to be received. 

Those who have previously 
signed up to receive CodeRED 
alerts, must log in or sign up 
again to opt in for the customized 
weather warning alerts, he added.

Anyone with questions 
regarding the system may call 
McGregor at  436-3663

Weather warning system now 
available in Lancaster County

Find us on Facebook!
RRecord.com
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Bring the family to Commonwealth Assisted Living at
Farnham for our Family Fall Festival, complete with 
music, games, food, bounce house, face painting and 
tractor pull rides. There will be fun for the entire family!

RSVP today.
(804) 394-2102

511 Cedar Grove Road, Farnham
www.CommonwealthAL.com

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
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LOTTSBURG—The first 
week of the new school year 
left some parents in an uproar 
over Northumberland’s new 
bus schedules that resulted in a 
10-hour day for their children and 
had all grades riding together on 
the same buses.

“Why are there so many deci-
sions made without parent and 
faculty input?” asked Lacey 
Nance at Monday night’s school 
board meeting. “I don’t like high 
schoolers on the same bus with 
my 6-year-old.”

Nance said other parents were 
also complaining about their chil-
dren being picked up as early as 
6:15 a.m. and dropped off at 4:15 
p.m. “People are scared to come 
forward because of repercus-
sions,” she said.

Nance could not remember 
the locations of the problems and 

would not give out the names of 
those complaining. However, she 
admitted the problems were from 
the first few days of school. “I 
don’t know. I drive my children 
to school,” she said when asked 
about specifics.

“Who are these mythical 
people,” asked member Gerald 
Howard. “They need to call and 
give us their names. We need to 
know if it’s still going on. We 
need to know the bus routes.” 

“Give us time to work this out,” 
said member Dean Sumner. By 
combining all the students on the 
bus, he noted the routes should be 
shorter and therefore the time on 
the bus should have improved. 

Last year the district ran three 
buses with combined students. 
“We had the lowest number of 
complaints on the combined 
routes,” said Sumner. “We didn’t 
just pull it out of the air. We 
looked at things.”

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school board on 
Monday shut the door on a pro-
gram that would have put at-risk 
3-year-olds in a class to prepare 
them for success in kindergarten 
and beyond.

Kids First Foundation offered 
the school district $225,000 in 
grant funding to help start a class 
for 12 children “from genera-
tional poverty” for a jump start in 
learning skills aimed at putting 
them on a level field with other 
children when they enter public 
school. 

According to foundation 
president Tom Kinney, the pro-
gram included $100,000 the first 
year to set up a classroom, add 
a teacher and equip the class-
room with teaching materials 
and equipment. The grant drops 
to $75,000 the second year and 
$50,000 the third year, with the 
school required to start picking 
up the expenses.

“Lancaster Primary School 
has seen enormous success with 
the program...and now have two 
classes,” Kinney said. “We want 
to catch kids early, when their 
brains are still developing.”

Students in the Kids First Foun-
dation program outperformed 
even their more privileged peers 
by 25% on average when they 
reached kindergarten...and con-
tinued to outperform their class-
mates for several years, marking 
up an average 15% higher” on the 
Phonological Awareness Literacy 
Screening (PALS) test, an assess-
ment of early childhood literacy 
fundamentals, he added.

Chairman Dick Saxer asked 
what commitment Kids First 
received when he presented the 
program to county supervisors.

“They asked if we would start 
up two classes, but I said ‘Let’s 
start with one class first’,” Kinney 
replied. “It takes a lot of time for 
us to raise the $225,000 from the 
community.”

“I wanted a commitment from 

KVFD thanks volunteers
The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department served a 
seemingly endless supply of steamed crabs Saturday 
night during an appreciation feast for the 80th annual 
KVFD Fireman’s Festival volunteers. Fundraising 
chairman Tom Jones and carnival president Johnny 
Smith again thanked the volunteers and the community 
for supporting the carnival and other KVFD fundraising 
events. They previously noted that the 80th carnival was 
the best-attended yet.

Code Blue Bluegrass band entertained the crowd 
throughout the evening. From left, guitar picker Bud 
Finch gets a little help from Tom Jones on the jug. Photos 
by Robert Mason Jr.

Parents are upset with new school
bus schedules in Northumberland

by Audrey Thomasson “It’s difficult to speak when 
you act very rude,” said NHS 
senior Mary Kathryn Hall.

“We have rules,” said Saxer, 
who had used his gavel several 
times to quiet attendees who 
filled the room and spilled out 
into the hallway. “What’s wrong 
with asking ‘What bus was that?’ 
or ‘What person was that?’”

Howard denied members were 
rude. He gave parents credit for 
speaking out, but said they needed 
to bring specific facts and not gen-
eralized information, or change 
their story half way through. 

“When you come don’t make a 
statement that’s not true,” he said. 
“You’re talking like there’s a vast 
communication problem between 
all the parents. As to being rude, 
I simply said not to come up and 
make a false statement; to tell the 
truth...Don’t say it’s happening 
and when we pull the cameras 
from the bus it’s not a problem.”

Gates confirmed the bus tapes 
were available for parents to 
review. 

In other business, Saxer intro-
duced a motion to toughen up 
the schools’ policy against sexual 
offenders on school property by 
attaching the state code to the 
policy. The measure passed 5-0.

One parent noted he lived in the 
Remo Road area and confirmed 
that his third-grader is picked up 
at 6:20 a.m. and dropped off at 
4:30 p.m.

Sumner said the board would 
review the bus route.

“It took me three emails to all 
the board before I got an answer 
from (school superintendent 
Dr. Rebecca) Gates. She basi-
cally said ‘Nothing’s going to 
change’,” said Nance, noting that 
no one else responded. 

Member James Michel said he 
received the email. “I came up 
to talk to Dr. Gates and she said, 
‘Let’s see what we can do about 
it,’” said Michel.

“We’ve always said if this new 
thing doesn’t work, we’ll change 
it,” said chairman Dick Saxer.

Board member Betty Christo-
pher said a parent called her to 
report kids were “being beaten 
up on the bus” but she found no 
problems when she reviewed the 
camera footage from the bus.

“Where was the letter to par-
ents reassuring parents that 
everything was fine?” asked 
Dana O’Bier. “The school needs 
to improve communications.”

Nance and O’Bier also accused 
the board of being rude to them.

School board says no
to Kids First program

by Audrey Thomasson supervisors,” Saxer said.
During the discussion, mem-

bers expressed concern that 
supervisors might not approve 
future funding for the program. 
However, Saxer noted there 
should be enough money in 
the budget to fund it since they 
always have a surplus at the end 
of the year.

Supervisor Jim Long said he 
could not speak for the other 
supervisors, but that he supported 
the program. 

“I’m totally in support of Kids 
First,” said Long. “It will elimi-
nate drop-outs...and help the kids 
that need that help. We should all 
support this program.”

“But after a couple of years the 
whole price will be on us,” said 
member James Michel.

Long replied that voters should 
talk to their supervisors to ensure 
they will support future funding.

“We needed approval at that 
meeting, or we’ll have to with-
draw the offer and make it avail-
able to another district,” said 
Kinney. He said the foundation 
first approached the board in Feb-
ruary.

Saxer’s motion for approval 
died from lack of a second. His 
second motion to approve the 
program on condition it would 
not interfere with the school’s 
Head Start program also failed. 
Saxer’s was the only favorable 
vote. Voting down the funding 
were Betty Christopher, Gerald 
Howard, Dean Sumner and James 
Michel.

Record reporter Renss Greene 
contributed to this story.

 Road work
Route 3 will be reduced to a 

single travel lane overnight next 
week in Lancaster County and 
on the Robert O. Norris Bridge 
Jr. Memorial Bridge for paving 
work. Traffic will be reduced to a 
single lane between 7 p.m. and 5 
a.m. each evening from Monday, 
September 21, through Thurs-
day, September 24.

 A flagging crew will direct 
motorists through the work 
zone. Paving will be under way 
in Lancaster between Old Ferry 
Road and the bridge. The bridge 
will not be paved, but due to the 
position of the work zone in Lan-
caster, traffic will be  reduced to 
a single lane on the bridge.

NEWS 
BREAK

 Amazing Raise
The 36-hour Amazing Raise 

giving event continues until 6 
p.m. today, September 17. To 
participate, visit TheAmaz-
ingRaise.org and make a dona-
tion of $25 or more to a non-
profit. Donors may search for 
organizations based on name, 
focus area, or location.

According to the River Coun-
ties Community Foundation, 
an affiliate of The Community 
Foundation Serving Richmond 
and Central Virginia, the overall 
goal of $2 million for the par-
ticipating organizations across 
Central Virginia, including the 
Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula. 

MATHEWS—Longt ime 
commercial fisherman Laurey 
Hudgins, 76, of Mathews 
County died September 6 
while fishing his gill net in a 
16-foot skiff on the Chesa-
peake Bay.

Virginia Marine Resources 

Mathews fisherman
dies working gill net

Commission (VMRC) offi-
cials said the Hudgins family 
reported that Hudgins went 
out at 4 a.m. on Sunday to 
fish his net and did not return. 
His registered boat and buoys 
were later found washed up on 
a beach.

During a search by a U.S. 
Coast Guard helicopter and 
small VMRC plane, Hudgins’ 
body was spotted Monday 
floating in the “middle area of 
Winter Harbor” in Mathews 
County. VMRC officials said 
Hudgins’ grandson went out 
in a small boat and picked up 
the body.

VMRC officials said the 
incident is under investiga-
tion.
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LANCASTER—The following 
cases were heard September 17 in 
Lancaster County Circuit Court by 
Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III.

Thomas Mark Blackwell of Rich-
mond was charged with probation 
violations on two felony convictions. 
The case was continued to January 

22, 2016, for review after Blackwell 
completes an addiction recovery pro-
gram. As part of the continuance, 
Blackwell signed a waiver allowing 
his parole officer to check in on him.

Frank Reese of Warsaw was under 
review for restitution payments on a 
misdemeanor offense. His case will 
come up for review again on April 22, 
2016. 

Kevin Johnson Hall of Callao was 
charged with probation violation on 
three misdemeanor convictions for 
not reporting in to his probation offi-
cer and failing to keep up restitution 
payments. He was given an active sen-
tence of three months and supervised 
probation was extended to one year.

Steven Preston Tilley of Richmond 
was given an active sentence of 80 

days for probation violation on two 
felony convictions.

Cynthia Ann DeMarco of Newport 
News was scheduled for a January 22, 
2016, review of a probation violation.

Russell Lee Dodson Jr. of Callao, 
charged with felony extortion, was 
scheduled for trial on October 23. 

Diakeshia Brooks of Farnham was 
given a deferred disposition on mis-

demeanor shoplifting. The case will 
be reviewed on October 23.

Tanya Brown of White Stone pled 
guilty to a first offense misdemeanor 
DWI. She was given a sentence of 60 
days, all suspended, and fined $250.

Ariel Bernice Mahoney of Kilmar-
nock, charged with first offense mis-
demeanor DWI, was scheduled for 
trial on November 9. 

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson

20% Off
All Regular
Priced Items

T H E  D A N D E L I O N
Distinctive Ladies Clothing & Gifts

Irvington, Virginia
Hours: Monday - Saturday 10:00 - 5:00

For Shop & Eat by the Bay ticket holders!

20% off all in stock 
jewelry & giftware

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

Shop Local By the Bay 
 Thursday, Friday & Saturday

The Wild Bunch
                                    ~ Florals ~

~ Unique Floral Accessories and Vases
~ Decorative Home and Garden Accents

804-435-1044
18 North Main Street

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
www.thewildbunchflowers.com

A great gathering place
for family & friends to meet
for BREAKFAST & LUNCH

CATERING 
OUR

SPECIALTY

481 North Main Street
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

804.435.0405

W. F. Booth & Son, Inc.

W. F. Booth & Son, Inc.

Custom Interiors
Our Services Include:

20 % off Second Entree

At the foot of the bridge, 

Ladies Apparel
Casual, Cruise 

& Special Occasion
Jewelry & Accessories

Sun. 12 pm-4 pm

 12 South Main Street, Kilmarnock, Va.
804-435-2200

Substantial 
discounts for 

Shop & Eat by the 
Bay ticket holders!

804-435-1388
Mon. - Fri. - 10 to 6 

Sat. - 10 to 5:
44 Irvington Rd. 

Kilmarnock, Va 22482

Cathy’s
Unique Pursuits

20% off 
storewide!

Stylish Fashions & Accessories
*Gift Certificates Available*

One-of-a-kind Handmade Bags & Purses

Fabulous finds for you & your home.
New arrivals daily!

20% off your purchase
at the Tides Gift Shop and Golden Eagle Golf Shop*

valid for ticketholders only - Friday & Saturday, September 18-19

480 King Carter Drive, Irvington 438-4440
(*does not include hard goods at the Golden Eagle Golf Shop)

20% off
Any Spa Service or Spa Boutique Purchase

480 King Carter Drive, Irvington  804-438-4430
please mention Shop & Eat by the Bay at time of booking

 valid for ticketholders only - September 18-19, 2015

Visit the businesses advertised below to receive exclusive deals with your ticket.

See complete list of participating retailers at 
www.lancasterva.com/shop-and-eat-by-the-bay.html

Sandpiper Restaurant
20 % off 

all appetizers
& desserts

Specializing in Fresh Seafood & Hand-Cut Charbroiled Steaks

804.435.6176
850 Rappahannock Drive
White Stone, VA 22578

sandpiper-restaurant.com
Sandpiper.restaurant82@gmail.com
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

George Washington’s Mount Vernon is 
both the most visited and most recog-

nizable American home. Although located in 
Fairfax County, we can claim it for the North-
ern Neck by the protocol of the Grand Assem-
bly of October 12, 1648, designating all the 
land between the Potomac and Rappahannock 
rivers as Northumberland County, reaching 
from the Chesapeake Bay up until a line con-
necting their headwaters.

This past Sunday my good wife and I trav-
eled up to the National Colonial Farm near 
Accokeek in Prince George’s County, Mary-
land. We parked, toured the fields and the 
planter house, visited the heritage animals, 
then boarded “The Spirit of Mount Vernon” 
for the short trip across the river to George 
Washington’s idyllic home and gardens over-
looking the Potomac.

The occasion was orchestrated to celebrate 
the viewshed from the same perspective that 
the Father of Our Country enjoyed two and a 
half centuries ago. The Mount Vernon Ladies 
Association, which owns the estate, hosted 
the gathering to give guests the opportunity to 
see the house and grounds without the normal 
crowds.  

Since the Association took title to the home 
a century and a half ago, over 85 million visi-
tors have toured the property. The Association 
accepts no public funding, either from the 
federal, state or local governments. Rather, 
ticket sales and donations and bequests have 
maintained their operation independent of 
governmental intrusions.

As all three floors of the mansion were open 
for our scrutiny, we climbed all the way to the 
base of the cupola, which is part of an overall 
restoration project now taking place. Rotten 
wood is being replaced to stem a leak that 
developed at the base of the cupola. The house 
also now manifests a sand finished beige paint 

on the exterior surface in lieu of the more tra-
ditionally recognizable white paint. The shade 
blends effectively with the red shingle roof.

Each time I have visited Mount Vernon I 
have learned more about the extraordinarily 
varied interests and endeavors of our Found-
ing Father. This time I was most impressed 
by his greenhouse and conservation of citrus 
fruits for year-round growth. The green-
house is a reconstruction on the site and to 
the dimensions of the original one, but now at 
nearly 80 years old, it has acquired the proper 
patina to harmonize with the setting.

Washington’s architectural concerns, agri-
cultural activities and general cultural pro-
clivities often become overshadowed by those 
of his protégé, Thomas Jefferson, but they 
should not be. His managerial ability to orga-
nize and operate the broad panoply of day-to-
day routine of the estate indicates that mili-
tary affairs were not his only proficiency. His 
surviving letters demonstrate a keen aware-
ness of nature and man’s ability to use it for 
the betterment of society.

To stand on Washington’s hillside enjoy-
ing his viewshed thanks to the persistent 
efforts of the late Congresswoman Frances 

Payne Bolton of Ohio and her colleague the 
late Congressman Gilbert Gude of Maryland, 
renews my hope that one day their successors 
in concert with a wise president will overturn 
Richard Nixon’s ridiculous change of the 
1970s that designated George Washington’s 
Birthday as an amorphous “Presidents Day,” 
an utterly meaningless term that denigrates 
the Father of Our Country by equalizing him 
with far lesser individuals who have occupied 
the office that he first served.

No American ever has equaled Washington 
in the broad scope of his work that now has 
resulted in almost 240 years of liberty for our 
citizens. He undertook his role with steadfast-
ness and modesty, confident of himself, and 
without concern for his personal welfare. 
Truly, he made the Thirteen Colonies into 
one Nation, and then set its institutions on the 
course of freedom for our people.  

Every American across the centuries 
remains in Washington’s debt, and every citi-
zen of the world has in him the model of self-
less service that is the mark of true nobility. A 
visit to Mount Vernon brings all of those sen-
timents to mind, and puts one in close contact 
with the Greatest American of all.

Each time I have visited 
Mount Vernon I have 
learned more about the 
extraordinarily varied inter-
ests and endeavors of our 
Founding Father.

Focal Point

The Carters Creek Duffy Fleet second annual rendezvous (above) was held August 29.

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

The campaign season is here. Signs and a few advertisements 
foretelling the upcoming contests have been appearing for 
weeks throughout the community.

Forums are slated in Lancaster and Northumberland to 
allow local candidates and citizens an opportunity to become 
acquainted.

In the past, we have interviewed candidates in contested races 
or provided questionnaires. However, this season, we intend 
to yield to the public, choosing instead to closely cover the 
forums and include as many of the questions you raise and the 
responses the candidates provide.

Meanwhile, our Opinion pages offer a forum for letter writers 
to be heard.

Letters to the Editor commenting on positions of candidates 
in the November 3 election will be published in the Record as 
space allows through the October 22 issue.

No election letters will be published October 29. Letters from 
candidates will not be published prior to October 29 and then 
only if there is a demonstrated need to respond to a specific 
issue raised in a prior letter. Candidate thank you letters will not 
be published.

Letters should contain the name of the writer, place of resi-

dence and phone number. Phone numbers will not be published, 
but are required in case the writer needs to be contacted.

Letters should be concise and to the point. There is a 300-
word limit on all letters. All letters are subject to editing.

No more than two letters from the same writer will be pub-
lished. Letters from the same writer will not be published in 
consecutive issues.

In the event multiple letters contain the same or similar mes-
sage, they may not all run. Letters obviously part of a letter-
writing campaign will not be published.

No attacks on a candidate’s personal life will be published. 
Statements that are obviously false, rumors and hearsay will 
not be published. Writers are reminded it is a misdemeanor in 
Virginia to knowingly submit false information for publication 
in a newspaper.

Letters are due by 11 a.m. on Tuesdays.
Candidates and their supporters are reminded that an adver-

tisement in the Rappahannock Record could be the best way to 
relay a message to the voters. Our advertising staff and graphic 
designers are ready to help.

For candidate advertising, contact Sara Amiss at sara@rap-
precord.com, or 435-1701, extension 13.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

I would like to expand upon 
editorial comments of September 
10 regarding “Character counts.” 

As many of us have witnessed, 
much to our chagrin, in the past 
25 years at local, state and fed-
eral levels, character is of utmost 
importance as a citizen and much 
more so for those who are granted 
authority and fiduciary powers as 
elected officials. As our national 
elections approach we are con-
stantly witnessing how disgusted 
Americans are with candidates 
who have questionable past, dubi-
ous distinctions and less than 
impeccable character. There is 
no substitute for character, ethics, 
morality, and courage for a law 
enforcement official at any level.      

As a former law enforcement 
official and military officer, I 
can attest that Patrick McCra-

McCranie has 
the character 
that counts

nie embodies all of the afore-
mentioned attributes. He has 
served over 20 years honorably 
as a Virginia State Trooper, been 
assigned to various specialty 
units which include the VSP Tac-
tical Team, Governor’s Executive 
Protection Unit, Field Training 
Officer for Trooper Candidates, 
State Police Chaplain and other 
assignments within the Depart-
ment of State Police. 

These “special units” are 
exactly that, special. The respon-
sibility associated with these 
units requires that candidates be 
interviewed, tested and selected 
only after tremendous scru-
tiny. Patrick McCranie passed 
such scrutiny on multiple occa-
sions. Patrick has investigated 
a variety of criminal violations 
against persons, property and 
narcotics, which have afforded 
him the opportunity to interact 
with local, state and federal agen-
cies. 

He is a native Virginian, a 

graduate of Old Dominion Uni-
versity, a graduate of Merchant 
Marines Seafarers School, served 
on Chesapeake Bay Governors 
School Board, interacts con-
stantly with juvenile offenders 
and performs a host of commu-
nity services.  

In conclusion, Mr. Patrick 
McCranie possesses a “charac-
ter” in all areas that is beyond 
reproach, not to mention being a 
paragon of society in Lancaster 
County. 

Steve Bryant,
Irvington 

Election time is fast 
approaching, and hopefully all 
of you are planning to vote on 
November 3. 

Dick Saxer, who is currently 
on the school board in Nor-
thumberland County in District 
5, is running again. 

We are so lucky to have some-
one as experienced and dedi-

Vote for Saxer

cated to children as Dick Saxer. 
Not only has he been an educa-
tor for 28 years in school dis-
tricts as a teacher, principal and 
superintendent of schools for 
17 years, but he has devoted the 
last four years of his retirement 
to being on our school board. 
We have had many changes and 
improvements since Dick has 
been a part of the board. 

Not only is Dick interested in 
the best education we can give 
our children, but he is active 
in the Northumberland County 
Lions, president four times, and 
past executive director of the 
Northumberland County Eco-
nomic Development Commis-
sion and present member. 

Dick truly demonstrates his 
desire for all students to achieve 
through his hard work and long 
hours. Dick has my vote and 
support, and I encourage you to 
give him yours. 

Kitty Creeth,
Reedville

YOUR LETTERS

Bob got it right in the Fact or 
Fiction column September 10.

Perhaps the real reason for 
climate change is all the hot 
air being expended on both 
sides to debate the issue. Not 
being a scientist, I don’t know 
the cause and whether or not 
humans are the chief cause.

I differ with the writer, how-
ever, in that if the distillation 
process or growing of hops 
were to be affected there would 
be a much greater outcry 
world-wide.

It is much appreciated that 
efforts thus far have led to 
cleaner air thus improving the 
view of the Norris Bridge—
which brings us to the view of 
the water.

I don’t likewise know the 
economic effect of the various 
proposals to provide electric-
ity to the area. Just know that 
however it is done, it must 
continue uninterrupted. I am 
too dependent on the benefits 
of the luxuries it affords us as 
opposed to the rest of the world 
who survive with no, little or 
intermittent electricity. 

As it seems that every 
body of water, bay or ditch in 
the Hampton Rhodes area is 
devoid of towers for that pur-
pose, are the customers in the 
lower Neck being treated as 
second-class customers? Just 
sayin’.  

Remember when the plan to 
paint and resurface the Norris 
Bridge was pegged at $33 mil-
lion? Then the pins that kept it 
from falling into the river were 
replaced, twice, at a cost of 
umpteen million? 

The logical replacement of 
the bridge at a staggering cost 
of $100,000,000 was deemed 
too much. Guess the repairs 
were worth it as it would take 
another 20 years to get a new 
bridge, if the project were 
started today. 

Bet the repairs over the years 
will surpass the cost of replace-
ment. 

Perhaps that is a worthy argu-
ment to have???? Just sayin’.

Roy Camero,
White Stone

Just sayin’

Very few times in my life 
have I been really excited 
about someone running for 
elected office. This is one of 
those times. I am excited about 
the prospect of Peyton Waller 
becoming Northumberland 
County’s next sheriff.

Every aspect of Peyton 
Waller’s personal and profes-
sional life is inspiration. At 
a time when our youth need 
a role model, no one fills the 
bill better than Peyton Waller. 
He has coached the Northum-
berland Middle School boys’ 
basketball team and the girls’ 
junior varsity softball team. 
He is a past member of the 
Northumberland County Little 
League Board and Major Boys’ 
baseball team coach.

Born and raised in Lan-
caster County and a resident of 
Northumberland for 28 years, 
Waller brings 15 years of expe-

Vote for Waller

rience in the sheriff ’s depart-
ment. He was the department’s 
first School Resource Officer 
and is currently responsible for 
overseeing road sergeants, evi-
dence technician, and adminis-
tration of scheduling and trans-
portation. Waller knows the 
sheriff’s office inside out.

His law enforcement expe-
rience does not end there. 
He worked for the Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office for six 
years as well as the Haynes-
ville Correctional Center as a 
corrections officer. 

He is the pastor of New 
St. John’s Baptist Church in 
Kilmarnock and a former 
pastor of the Mt. Vernon Bap-
tist Church in White Stone.

Waller is a devoted husband, 
father of two sons, and a grand-
father. At a time when this 
country’s youth desperately 
need a role model, Waller fills 
the bill. Every aspect of his life 
has been devoted to making 
this a safer place to live and 
helping our youth. 

Northumberland County 
needs the experience and integ-
rity of Peyton Waller. 

David Cariens,
Kilmarnock

Although we hear little about 
it, we should be concerned 
about pending legislation that 
could destroy our sovereignty 
as a free and independent 
nation.

 We already have NAFTA, 
which is responsible for the 
loss of many jobs to outsourc-
ing. Then there is the pending 
TPP—Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship—which would merge our 
country into a regional govern-
ment in the Pacific. Sold as a 
means of beating out China in 
trade agreements, we are not 
told how China could join TPP 
later on in spite of our objec-
tions. 

In addition, TTIP—Trans-
atlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership—would merge us 
with the EU which is now com-
prised of what were once sover-
eign nations in Europe, having 
been sold on it that it would 
help their economy.

Now, there is yet another to 
add to the mix, TiSA—Trade 
in Services Agreement. As 
if it isn’t enough that much 
of American manufacturing 
production has already been 
shipped out, leaving services as 
the main stay of the American 
economy, now services are on 
the chopping block.

The TiSA would give the 
UN’s World Trade Organization 
unprecedented control over the 
service sector, including jobs in 
banking, finance, courier and 
postal services, delivery and 
freight services, energy distri-
bution, health care, insurance, 
maritime, professional services, 
legal services, licensing, real 
estate, telecommunications, 
transportation and tourism.

We need to insist that our leg-
islators vote against this threat 
to our country.

Sue Long,
North

Save our
service jobs
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Care Designed around...

Riverside Medical Group is pleased to welcome  

Montecia Burno, NP to White Stone Family Practice  

on the Northern Neck.

 
Care designed around you is what your Personal Health 

Team is all about. It starts with finding your priorities, then 

building a relationship that lasts…keeping you  

at the center of your care.  

Montecia Burno, NP is now accepting new patients at  

White Stone Family Practice and looks forward  

to being a part of Your Personal Health Team. 

 

Appointments available now.  
Just call 888-550-2865.

 

 

riversideonline.com/chooseus

   or text CHOOSEUS to 78234

GREAT BIG COMMUNITY ESTATE 
& Yard Sale  Continues . . .
SATURDAY, SEPT. 19, 2015

9:00 A.M. – 12:00 noon
at TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH

PAVILION

PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT THE WORK OF 
THE CHURCHES AND LOCAL COMMUNITY 

 

Do you Remember?
The Dancing Wheels received a standing ovation at Dance Extravaganza in 1998. The 
wheelchair-bound dance team traveled from Hampton and was among 12 different 
groups to perform, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. Dance 
Extravaganza, a fundraiser supporting the Kilmarnock Museum, returns at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, September 19, to the Lancaster Middle School, 191 School Street, Kilmarnock. 
Purchase advance tickets at the museum, or 296-0930. “Do you Remember?” is a 
community service of the museum. 

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the September 22, 1905, 

issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Some Weddings
Miss Vergie Ashburn and George Benson 

were married at 8 o’clock on Wednesday 
Night of last week at the Baptist parsonage 
at White Stone by Rev. G. Y. Bradley.

James D. Lewis and Miss Blanche King, 
both of Richmond county, were married at 
Farnham, September 10th, by Rev. Robt. 
Williamson.

Arthur L. Hughes and Miss Eva Hazel-
wood, daughter of Mr. John R. Hazelwood, 
of Middlesex county, were married a few 
evenings ago at the home of the bride’s 
father, Rev. W. W. Sisk officiating.

Lancaster Courthouse
Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Barrier and children, 

Mervin and Annie, who have been visit-
ing the lady’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. T. H. 
Edwards, near Brookvale, returned to their 
home in Baltimore.

Rev. L. R. Combs will preach Sunday 
night, 8 o’clock, at Trinity.

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Palmer, formerly 
of Heathsville, but now of Baltimore, have 
been visiting at their kinsman’s, S. P. Gresh-
am’s, White Stone.

Millenbeck
A. W. Davis, Sr., has moved to Towles 

Point.
Miss Ethel Harper has returned to Bal-

timore, after several months stay at her 
parental home near Ottoman.

T. J. Downing and R. O. Norris, Jr., were 
seen here on Saturday last.

Miss Alice K. Blakemore left on Friday 
last to attend school at Farmville.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. N. F. Oliver, 
near here, was made happy Saturday the last 
by the arrival of a fine baby boy.

Westland
Mrs. A. R. Mitchell has returned home 

after spending time in Essex and Richmond 
counties.

Geo.  E. Hastings is at Saluda this week 
on business.

Mrs. Sallie Moon and Mrs. Walter Plum-
mer have returned to their home in Balti-
more after visiting relatives.

Dink Yerby and J. H. Shelton have gone to 
Potomac river this week after oysters.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

YOUR LETTERS

Two weeks ago I scripted for 
this paper a physics tutorial on 
the “greenhouse effect.” That 
is an unfortunate term since it 
suggests that without a glass 
roof preventing convection of 
warmed air, there can be no 
greenhouse effect; this is not 
the case.

In 1859, John Tyndall, an 
Irish physicist, measured the 
thermal properties of atmo-
spheric gases including water 
vapor, CO2, nitrogen, and 
others, concluding that water 
vapor and CO2 are primary 
controllers of the earth’s atmo-
spheric temperature. The term 
“greenhouse effect”was coined 
some 60 years later. Two weeks 
ago another writer pointed out 
physics is the link for causing 
atmospheric warming by CO2; 
it is not mere correlation.

Nature has many links 
between cause and effect that 
are hard to comprehend. For 
example, Sir Isaac Newton 
knew that two objects exerted 
an attractive force on one 
another (gravity) but was mys-
tified as to how they could do 
so without physical contact. 
We now understand the physics 
concept of gravitational fields.

A 2013 National Academy 
of Sciences report discusses 
how climate change can 
impact ocean currents, ocean 
chemistry, rising sea level, 
increased violent weather, re-
arrangement of rainfall and 
atmospheric temperatures. 
The likely onsets of these 
changes are given, before and 
after the year 2100, in tables 
in the report’s summary, which 
indicate our understanding 
of the geophysical processes 
involved. For example, the rises 
in sea level have many scien-
tific facets and are unquantifi-
able today.

Thus, pointers are given for 
intensive research, such as the 
extensive Argo floats mea-
suring temperature, salinity 
and pressure throughout the 
world’s oceans so that oce-
anic and atmospheric clima-
tological models can be tested 
against real data.

Climate change is real and 
widely pervasive.

Sam Marshall,
White Stone

Climate change:
Real and pervasive

Our Eiffel Tower, Arc de Tri-
omphe, Statue of Liberty and 
Golden Gate rolled into one—
I’m talking about our one and 
only Robert Opie Norris Jr. 
Bridge, two-mile architectural 
marvel and gateway to the 
Northern Neck peninsula’ s six 
counties via its scenic southern 
route.

Lancaster’s arm reaches one 
mile across “Rapidly Rising 
Water,” aka the Rappahan-
nock River, named by the local 
native tribe. On opposite shore, 
Middlesex extends her arm one 
mile, and they cut covenant 
with hands clasping 100 feet 
above sparkling water. Beneath 
their sheltering arms, osprey 
and peregrine falcon nest and 
produce young. Overhead, 
gulls, pelicans, cormorants and 

Bridge is ‘ours’

anhingas perch. West, or up-
river, lies the oldest existing 
seaport in the U.S., Urbanna 
harbor. Look east, or down-
river from our bridge and see 
the Rappahannock gulped into 
the mouth of the largest estuary 
in the U.S., the gem of the Tide-
water, the famed Chesapeake 
Bay, covering all the District 
of Columbia and six states as 
well. The Chesapeake Bay is a 
4,500-mile estuary, 200 miles 
long, 30 miles wide and 21 feet 
deep.

Each morning, the sun rises 
over the Chesapeake Bay, turn-
ing our blue bridge golden-
pink before strewing his multi-
faceted diamonds alongside 
her trusses. The moon, not far 
behind, pursues him across the 
watery byway, beams casting 
and catching until she disap-
pears in his wake.

Framing our most important 
natural resource, our beauti-
ful Rappahannock River, our 
bridge is much more than 
pretty face, wildlife refuge 
and historic boundary. She is 
our “Best in the Show” iconic 
architectural sculpture, favor-
ite fishing spot, waterman’s 
livelihood, backdrop for our 
boaters’ playground, naviga-
tional anchor, and significant 
economic support.

By now, you understand the 
operative in this essay is a small 
four-letter word with huge 
implications, “ours.” Keep her 
undefiled.cleardot.gif ¬

Hilda Page,
White Stone

The work that needs to be 
done on the Rappahannock 
River/Norris Bridge project is 
coming. An underwater option 
appears to be best for protect-
ing wildlife, fisheries and aes-
thetics. 

Remember the old saying 
“you get what you pay for.” So 
don’t shortchange your county 
for a cheap job vs. an impact 
factor.

Let your legislators know 
your opinion on the proj-
ect. You have a voice now and 
the people of the counties can 
make the difference between 
what is best for their commu-
nity. 

Kerry Robusto, 
Urbanna

No towers

The upcoming election for 
Lancaster County Sheriff is an 
important decision for citizens. 
A healthy democracy depends 
on responsible, well-informed 
voters who make electoral 
decisions based on a candi-
date’s proven record of service.

Patrick McCranie, a can-
didate for Lancaster County 
Sheriff, has an outstanding 
record of service. McCranie 
has served this community 
well for nearly 26 years as a 
Virginia State Trooper. During 
that service he received 44 
commendations; was assigned 
to the riot team and color guard; 
was a field training officer and 
applicant investigator; and was 
acclaimed for his role in city/
state drug task force operations 
in Richmond and Portsmouth.

Patrick was also a State 
Police chaplain, served on the 

Important race

critical incident stress manage-
ment team, and was assigned 
to the execution protection unit 
for the Virginia governor.

Patrick’s service to this 
community hasn’t included 
only law enforcement duties. 
He founded a Troopers on 
Patrol for Students (TOPS), a 
highly successful program to 
mentor students attending the 
Lancaster County Alternative 
School. He served as a member 
of the Lancaster County Edu-
cation Foundation, the board of 
directors for the Kekoka Boys 
Camp, and served on the Ches-
apeake Bay Governor’s School 
Board from 2008 to 2009.

McCranie was elected and 
has served on the Lancaster 
County School Board for 
nearly eight years, two of those 
years as its chairman.

I have known Patrick McCra-
nie for over 25 years. He is ded-
icated to his family, his church 
and the community he has 
served for many years. I have 
been fortunate enough to work 
with Patrick in law enforce-
ment during those years. I con-
sider Patrick a person that I can 
always depend on.

Patrick McCranie will be 
a fine, honest, effective and 
dedicated sheriff for Lancaster 
County.

William “Bill” Webb,
Reedville

Safety, reliability, envi-
ronmental impact and cost 
are among considerations at 
Dominion Virginia Power as 
we work to meet customers’ 
energy needs. Maintaining 
the right balance is important 
when we build new facilities 
and when we replace existing 
ones.

Such is the case with 
upgrades to the 52-year-old 
Norris Bridge line, which 
provides electricity to more 
than 20,000 people in Lan-
caster, Northumberland and 
the Northern Neck. Dominion 
began working with local gov-
ernments in 2014 to establish 
open lines of communication 
and address concerns or alter-
natives to rebuilding the line. 
With none raised and the pas-
sage of supportive legislation 
in 2015 that allows for the 
crossing of the river, Dominion 
obtained the permits to rebuild 
the overhead line.

Just as we are preparing to 
begin construction, the Lan-
caster and Middlesex supervi-
sors passed a resolution to bury 
the line under the Rappahan-
nock River.

Such a monumental change 
presents logistical and cost 
challenges. The overhead line 
is estimated to cost $30 mil-
lion and the price tag if the line 
were placed under the river 
would increase three to five 
times. There are challenges 
related to locating transition 
stations, the availability of 
rights-of-way, and environ-
mental disturbances.

Other suggestions have been 
made about changes on the eve 
of construction. We have given 
them careful consideration, but 
they do not meet Dominion’s 
safety or reliability standards, 

Dominion veep
comments on plan

the Army Corps of Engineers 
regulations or height restric-
tions, the Virginia Department 
of Transportation requirements 
and federal navigation clear-
ances on Norris Bridge. 

We value community 
engagement and are open to 
suggestions. In the end, we 
must balance our obligation to 
keep costs low and ensure reli-
ability is high. This project is 
an absolute necessity to ensure 
future reliability for Domin-
ion and Northern Neck Elec-
tric Cooperative customers—a 
fact that no one disputes. We 
will continue to reach out to 
the community as construction 
begins. 

Daniel Weekley,
vice president, 

corporate affairs
Dominion Virginia Power RRecord.com
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Benefit
Fashion 

Sale
35 S. Main St. Kilmarnock

(804)435-8800

October 23 - 25

Pearl is now accepting  gently loved,
current fashions in exchange for a 

25% discount card to be used on regular priced
clothing every time you shop between now and 10/25

We Need Your Donations Now

100% of the SALE proceeds go directly to The Haven
The Haven provides free services to 
those who have experienced sexual 
or domestic violence within the 
Northen Neck and Essex Co.

Shine InLet the Sun

Quality Window Cleaning
Call the Professionals

B Clean
(804) 438-5106

KILMARNOCK—The first 
of three 2015 Northern Neck 
Candidate Forums hosted by 
the 99th District Tea Party  will 
be held Tuesday, September 22, 
at the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater, 191 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

Beginning at 6:30 p.m., the 
forum will include question-
and-answer sessions with local 
candidates seeking public office 
in Northumberland and Lan-
caster counties, reported public-
ity coordinator Lyn Neira.

Voters will meet and hear from 
Northumberland board of super-
visors candidates in District 1, 
Joe Self; District 4, Sid Garriss 
and Tommy Tomlin; and Dis-
trict 5 Kitty Creeth and Ronnie 
Jett; as well as the candidates for 
Northumberland County Clerk 
of the Circuit Court, Toni Alli-
son and Deborah Bingham. 

Lancaster board of supervi-
sors candidates will include 
District 2, Ernest Palin; District 
3, Jason Bellows; and District 
4, Shawn Donahue and William 
Roosevelt Lee. 

Some candidates did not 
respond to phone calls or emails 
to use this opportunity to speak 
to their voters, said Neira.

Candidates will introduce 

themselves and discuss issues of 
concern to their area. Questions 
submitted by local citizens will 
be asked by forum moderator 
Robbie Spiers.

Spiers is band director of the 
Lancaster High School Red 
Devil Marching Band. He is a 
graduate of James Madison Uni-
versity in music education. This 
year, Spiers is celebrating his 
30th year at the job.

The first 50 attendees to arrive 
at the forum will be given a 
pocket edition of the Declaration 
of Independence and the U. S. 
Constitution. 

The public is invited to ask 
questions of any candidate by 
submitting them in advance to 
2015NNForums@gmail.com, 
or by placing them in a basket 
as they enter LMS on the forum 
nights. 

Search Facebook for the 2015 
Candidate Forums for Northum-
berland and Lancaster Counties 
to find a schedule of events, 
dates and times; how to check or 
update voter registration; view a 
sample ballot; and see instruc-
tions on how to submit questions 
for the candidates.

Voters are urged to attend and 
meet their candidates, hear the 
issues discussed, and become an 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Friends of Lancaster County 
(FOLCVA) and the Lancaster 
Community Library (LCL) 
will conduct a two-part Candi-
dates Night at the library, 235 
School Street, Kilmarnock.

Due to the large field of can-
didates, candidates for Lan-
caster board of supervisors 
and Lancaster school board 
will begin at 7 p.m. October 
21, reported library director 
Lindsy Gardner. Candidates 
for Lancaster Sheriff and Lan-
caster Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney will begin at 7 p.m. Octo-
ber 22.  

These events will help citi-
zens of Lancaster County to 
learn more about the candi-
dates for contested elections. 
FOLCVA and the library are 
non-political and will not sup-
port or endorse any candidate 
for any position, said Gardner. 
The sole purpose of the event 
is to make it possible for each 
candidate to address as many 
voting citizens as possible.

Each candidate will have 
a specified length of time to 
address the audience and/or to 
entertain questions from the 
audience. This a forum and 
not a debate, so candidates for 
competing offices will leave 
the room during their oppo-

CLARAVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland Republican and 
Democratic parties will hold a 
candidate forum at 7 p.m. Sep-
tember 17 at the Northumber-
land High School auditorium, 
201 Academic Lane, Claraville. 
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m.

Candidates for the board of 
supervisor and the school board 
in Northumberland County will 
respond to questions.

September 17 begins the national cel-
ebration of Constitution Week. The 

weeklong commemoration of America’s 
most important document is one of the 
country’s least known official obser-
vances. The Constitution stands as a 
testament to the tenacity of Americans 
throughout history to maintain their lib-
erties and freedom, and to ensure those 
inalienable rights to every American.

The tradition of celebrating the Con-
stitution was started many years ago by 
the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion (DAR). In 1955, the Daughters peti-
tioned Congress to set aside September 
17 through 23 annually to be dedicated 
for the observance of Constitution Week. 
The resolution was later adopted by the 
U.S. Congress and signed into Public Law 
#915 on August 2, 1956, by President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. The aims of the 
celebration are to emphasize citizens’ 
responsibilities for protecting and defend-
ing the Constitution, preserving it for 
posterity; inform the people that the Con-
stitution is the basis for America’s great 
heritage and the foundation for our way 
of life; and encourage the study of the 

historical events which led to the framing 
of the Constitution in September 1787.  

The United States of America functions 
as a Republic under the Constitution, the 
oldest document still in active use that 
outlines the self-government of a people. 
This landmark idea that men had the 
inalienable right as individuals to be free 
and live their lives under their own gov-
ernance was the impetus of the Ameri-
can Revolution. Today, the Constitution 
stands as an icon of freedom for people 
around the world.

“Constitution Week is the perfect 
opportunity to read and study this great 
document which is the safeguard of our 
American liberties,” said DAR president 
general Lynn Forney Young. “We encour-
age all citizens across the country to take 
time this week to reflect on our heritage 
of freedom and come together to Cel-
ebrate America!”

The Cobbs Hall Chapter proudly 
reminds the citizens of the Northern Neck 
about the significance of the U.S. consti-
tution in various ways, said the chapter’s 
Constitution Week chairman Dotti Val-
lone.

Patriotic displays are typically placed 
in Lancaster and Northumberland public 
libraries. To reach out to young people, 
chapter members provide booklets with 
the Declaration of Independence and 
Constitution and bookmarks with the 
Preamble and other literature about the 
Constitution.

On September 17, Cobbs Hall Chapter 
will teach a class on the Constitution 
to Lancaster High School government 
classes. Additionally, all churches with 
bells have been asked and are uged to 
ring them at 4 p.m. on Constitution Day 
to participate in “Bells Across America” 
sponsored by DAR.

Known as the largest women’s patriotic 
organization in the world, for more than 
a century, the members of the National 
Society DAR, have dedicated themselves 
to historical preservation, promotion of 
education and encouragement of patriotic 
endeavors. Any woman 18 years or older, 
regardless of race, religion, or ethnic 
background, who can prove lineal descent 
from a patriot of the American Revolu-
tion is eligible. To join, call Jude Degen 
at 435-6307.

The Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation AgPAC recently 
endorsed 115 candidates 
for General Assembly seats, 
including 28 candidates for 
Senate and 87 candidates for 
the House of Delegates.

VFBF AgPAC endorsed 
the incumbent state legisla-
tors representing the Northern 
Neck and Middle Peninsula 
region, including District 4 

Sen. Ryan McDougle, Dis-
trict 28 Sen. Richard Stuart, 
District 98 Del. Keith Hodges 
and District 99 Del. Margaret 
Ransone. All four legislators 
are Republicans.

The endorsements are based 
on the recommendations of 
local committees of farm-
ers. Candidates who receive 
VFBF AgPAC endorsements 
“have demonstrated a clear 

understanding of the needs 
and challenges farmers are 
facing and/or have proven 
their support through their 
favorable voting records while 
holding positions in the Gen-
eral Assembly,” said Wayne 
F. Pryor, chairman of VFBF 
AgPAC and president of Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau. 

“We believe the endorsed 
candidates will help agricul-

DAR promotes Constitution Week

Virginia Farm Bureau endorses incumbent legislators
ture and forestry maintain its 
vitality as the No. 1 industry 
in Virginia,” added Pryor.

All 40 Senate seats and 100 
Delegate seats are up for elec-
tion November 3. 

Local candidates to face voters
informed voter on Election Day, 
November 3, said Neira.

The 2015 Northern Neck 
Candidate Forums Commit-
tee is coordinating these events 
as a public service. Additional 
forums are slated October 13 
with those seeking election to 
Sheriff and Commonwealth’s 
Attorney and October 27 with 
those seeking election to the 
school boards.

Candidates Night slated at the
Lancaster Community Library

nents’ speeches.
“We’ve had a great response 

so far from candidates for con-
tested elections,” said Gardner. 
“We look forward to getting to 
know all these candidates who 
care enough about our county 
to seek public office.” 

Northumberland
forum continues
at 7 p.m. tonight
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‘Fuel’ for the 
power lines

Dominion says the prohibi-
tive cost to run underwater 
cables is the reason for their 
decision to mar our view with 
180-foot towers across the 
Rappahannock.

Surely the “Fuel” surcharge 
they’ve been collecting from 
customers (even as the cost of 
fuel has almost halved) could 
offset some of this expense?

Caroline Wheal,
White Stone

www.cyndysbynn.com

Store Hours: Mon. - Sat  10a.m. – 5p.m. 

Cyndy’s  Bynn
of course
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