
When Robert Carter III freed more than 500 slaves 
over a period of more than 10 years, their stories 

didn’t stop there.
Dr. Lauranett Lee, founding curator of African Ameri-

can History at the Vir-
ginia Historical Society, 
told the story of freed 
slaves in Virginia in the 
late 18th and early 19th 
centuries at the Founda-
tion for Historic Christ 
Church’s Manumission 
Day on September 5.

Lee is a scholar of 
African American 
and slave history, and 
helped launch a genea-
logical database called 
Unknown No Longer: 
A Database of Virginia 
Slave Names. She has 
studied what happened 
to slave families after 
they were emancipated.

Many freed slaves in 
the Tidewater region 
moved to towns like 
Richmond and Peters-
burg, Lee said, but in 
rural areas in the north 
and west of the state, 
such as the Carter 
plantations, freed men 
and women tended to 
remain in more famil-
iar, rural areas, in part 
because of patronage 
and family ties.

Robert Carter III, 
grandson of Robert 
“King” Carter and 
inheritor of more than 
65,000 acres of plan-
tation land and hun-
dreds of slaves, lived 
at Nomini Hall in 
Westmoreland County 
and owned plantations in the Shenandoah Valley. In 
1791, he penned a plan to gradually emancipate all 
of his 453 slaves. Each year, starting with the oldest 
slaves he owned, more slaves were to be freed. The 
executors of his will continued liberating his slaves 
well after his death, eventually freeing more than 
500 people. It was the largest single emancipation until 

Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation in 1863.
Carter’s Deed of Emancipation was recorded in the 

Northumberland District Court on September 5, 1791.
His piecemeal method of freeing slaves was designed 

to minimize impact on the surrounding community, Lee 
said, but often meant that some members of a family 

would be freed ahead 
of others, then have to 
wait for the rest of their 
family members to be 
emancipated. Many 
of these freed people, 
however, did eventu-
ally make their way to 
found a town across 
the Shenandoah River 
called “Leestown” or 
“Smoketown” at what 
is now Morgan Ford in 
Warren County.

“A present peril, 
however, mars this 
idyllic narrative,” Lee 
said. “A proposed 
elevated bridge and 
elevated approaches to 
the bridge by Warren 
County and the Virginia 
Department of Trans-
portation at Morgan 
Ford have been pro-
posed.”

The proposed project 
on Route 624 would 
replace a low-water 
single-lane bridge built 
in 1924 with a two-lane 
bridge approximately 
480 feet long, accord-
ing to the online VDOT 
project page. Lee said 
the southern approach 
to the bridge goes over 
the site of Smoketown, 
and that archaeological 
research must be done 
on the site before it is 
destroyed by road con-
struction.

“In this place, this place called the breadbasket of Vir-
ginia, where many of the people freed by Robert Carter 
III lived, worked, and raised families; at this intersection 
of hope and promise, where they sought sanctuary from 
the vicissitudes of slavery, we must seek a solution and 
remember the people who were freed by Robert Carter 
III,” Lee said.
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First day of school
Northumberland Elementary School students Markel Keeve and Chase Jenkins pick out books to read 

Photo by Renss Greene

LANCASTER—Lancaster County 
is pushing back against Dominion Pow-
er’s proposal to erect steel and concrete 
towers near the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge. The towers are part of 
a plan to replace the transmission lines 
now attached to the bridge.

On August 25, the county filed an 
appeal of the Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission decision of July 28 approv-
ing Dominion’s plan to build the new 
towers in the Rappahannock. 

The appeal was filed in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court and names both 
Lancaster County and the Lancaster 
board of supervisors as appellants. The 
appeal was filed by attorney James E. 
Cornwell Jr. of Sands Anderson law 
firm, which has offices in Richmond, 
McLean, Fredericksburg, Christiansburg 
and Raleigh. 

As of September 8, no response had 
been filed and no hearing date set.

Meanwhile, Lancaster board of 
supervisors chairman Jason Bellows 
has responded to an open letter from 
Dominion electric transmission project 
development and execution director Bob 
McGuire. McGuire’s letter concluded, 
“Our plans provide for adequate, secure 
and dependable electric service at a rea-
sonable cost for addressing aging infra-
structure” and said the company could 
not justify the additional cost of under-
water lines “for the subjective aesthetics 
of a few.”

“On this I must take strong excep-
tion,” Bellows wrote.

In less than a month since details of 
the project became available at the July 
28 VMRC hearing, by unanimous reso-
lutions the boards of supervisors in Lan-
caster and Middlesex counties, the towns 
of Irvington and Urbanna, the Lancaster 
Republican Committee, Friends of Lan-
caster County, Hospice Turkey Shoot 

Lancaster takes
transmission
line opposition
to another level 

by Renss Greene

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Irvington White Stone Rotary Club, 
with the assistance of the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department, will fly an 
American flag some 100 feet above the entrance to Camp Kekoka for the 25th 
annual Bay Seafood Festival on September 11. 

Take a picture of the flag and send it to editor@rapprecord.com, said club 
member Bill Cronheim. The pictures will be judged by the Record news and 
editorial staff. The winning entry will receive two tickets to the 2016 Bay 
Seafood Festival.

The 20-foot by 38-foot flag will be visible from many parts of Lancaster 
and Northumberland counties, said Cronheim. Photographers do not have to 
attend the festival to enter the contest.

Entries must be received at the Record by September 18 and the winners 
will be announced in the September 24 paper, online at www.rrecord.com and 
on the Record’s Facebook page, as well as the KIWs Bay Seafood Facebook 
page, facebook.com.pages/bay-seafood-festival/106895422684861.

Those entering the contest must agree that their photos can be published in 
the Record, on the website and on Facebook.

WHITE STONE—The town council 
will begin the long process this month of 
preparing a Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) application for a 
downtown White Stone revitalization 
project. 

Town manager Patrick Frere told 
council Thursday that a facilitated plan-
ning strategy meeting has been sched-
uled for 11 a.m. September 28 at Town 
Hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive, White 
Stone. This will be the first of a long 
list of criteria which must be met for the 
application.

The meeting will begin an eight-
month-long planning process, “similar 
to the one” the town just completed for 
a residential rehab project, said Frere. 
“This probably won’t be done until the 
end of March.”

On August 6, the town received up 
to $35,000 in a planning grant to pre-
pare the application for funding from 
the Department of Housing and Com-
munity Development (DHCD) for the 
project. Beverley Coleman, a commu-
nity development specialist in the state’s 
Community Development Division, has 
been assigned to work with the town in 
the planning efforts and to help conduct 
the strategy meeting. 

White Stone also recently received a 
CDBG letter of intent for a $1.4 million 
block grant for a residential revitaliza-
tion project, which includes a town sewer 
system. The letter means the DHCD has 
committed the funding for the town’s 
project but several key components are 
lacking. 

Frere said he believes the missing 

White Stone council
schedules meetings 
on revitalization grants

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Rotary, KVFD and Record
announce 9-11 photo contest

Manumission Day speaker 
appeals to save Smoketown

the keynote speaker at Manumission Day, September 5 

by Renss Greene

POWER LINES, continued on page A2

WHITE STONE, continued on page A2
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Come See The Labor Day Show Winners!

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF
R

RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA
804- 436 - 9309 / ralgallery.com

People’s Choice Winners
Pat Ramey & Elizabeth Lee

Regatta, realtors, marina owners 
and others have expressed their 
opposition to the towers, he said.

“I respectfully suggest that is 
more than just ‘a few’,” Bellows 
wrote.

He organized a meeting 
August 25 among Dominion 
representatives and community 
stakeholders from both sides of 
the river, at which Dominion 
project communications manager 
Greg Mathe said, “I don’t know 
if there’s necessarily much to talk 
about” and that Dominion was 
moving forward with construc-
tion plans. 

Bellows wrote his letter after 

the meeting, arguing “Dominion 
does not truly understand our 
opposition.”

In response to McGuire’s letter, 
Bellows wrote: “It was with some 
surprise that I noticed that your 
four-page letter did not once make 
reference to the impact those 
towers would have on the natural 
beauty of the Rappahannock. The 
unobstructed views both of the 
bridge and from the bridge belong 
to all Virginians. They are both an 
aesthetic asset and an economic 
asset to our community. They do 
not belong to Dominion Power. I 
suggest, with utmost respect, they 
are not yours to take.”

pieces are “additional funding” 
for the sewer system which has 
been requested from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and 
Rural Development and from the 
Department of Environmental 
Quality. Most of the necessary 
paperwork has been completed, 
said Frere.  

A meeting regarding contract 
negotiations between the state 
and council on this grant will be 
held at 1 p.m. September 29 at 
Town Hall.
Other action

By a unanimous 6-0 vote, 
council allocated $4,000 from 
its capital improvement fund to 
purchase 24 banners and brack-
ets to place on the electric poles 
around town. The new banners 
will be purchased from Mosca 
Design in Raleigh, N.C., and 
will be blue and white. They will 
welcome visitors to White Stone, 
stating the town was incorporated 
in 1953 and is the Southern Gate-
way to the Northern Neck. 

Councilman Blair Kenyon 
made the motion to designate 
the money for the purchases. 
Irving Brittingham seconded the 
motion. Kenyon, Brittingham, 
David Jones, Kelli Blankenship, 
Jennifer Hodges and Joe Sliakis 
voted in favor. Councilman Wil-
liam Hubbard was absent. 

Mayor Randy Reeves also 
appointed Hodges and Blanken-
ship to work with the White Stone 
Business Association on design-
ing new permanent signage to be 
placed at the town limits on Rap-
pahannock Drive. 

Roy Carter said the business 
association wanted to have brick 
columns on each side of the sign 
and have them placed on a con-
crete base. He estimated the proj-
ect would cost $3,000.

“We have already raised about 
$1,000, but we will need your 

help,” he said. 
Jones and Reeves said they 

could probably have the concrete 
and masonry work donated. 

The signage, along with a 
town website and maintenance 
of the bump outs and town 
properties, were among issues 
brought before council by Norm 
Faulkner, vice president of the 
business association. 

Carter said the town needs to 
be visually appealing. 

“We’ve gotten rid of some 
of the eyesores in town and the 
town is beginning to look better,” 
he said. “With the grants that we 
have now, the town will continue 
to look better.”

Also, town “parking has to 
be more business friendly,” said 
Jones during a discussion of the 
town’s parking ordinance. 

In the past, Frere and Jones, 
the town’s zoning administrator, 
have wrestled with the ordinance 
which requires a business to have 
one parking space for every 100 
square feet of office space, said 
Frere. For instance, if someone 
opens a business in a house that’s 
1,000 square feet, the business 
has to have 10 parking spaces. 

“It’s a very strict ordinance 
that needs to be looked at,” said 
Frere. “It needs to be more user 
friendly....and in line with the 
county’s ordinance.”

Frere said he will have the 
planning commission review the 
ordinance and make a recom-
mendation. 

Following an executive ses-
sion, council voted unanimously, 
6-0, to have Frere and town attor-
ney Matson Terry negotiate an 
option to purchase a commercial 
property in town contingent on 
the town receiving grant funding. 
Joe Sliakis made the motion with 
Kelli Blankenship making the 
second.

GREAT BIG COMMUNITY

ESTATE 
And Yard Sale

SATURDAY, SEPT. 12, 2015
8:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.

at TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PAVILION

Sponsored by St. Mary’s Whitechapel and Trinity 
Episcopal Churches

PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT THE WORK OF 
THE CHURCHES AND LOCAL COMMUNITY 

Directions: 

CALLAO—Residents and 
business owners on September 
1 packed the Callao Volunteer 
Fire Department for the first 
meeting of a planned down-
town revitalization project.

Northumberland County 
has received a grant from the 
Virginia Department of Hous-
ing and Community Develop-
ment to begin planning for a 
possible Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (CDBG). 
No funding beyond the initial 
research is guaranteed at the 
moment, but Callao stake-
holders showed they meet 
at least one criterion for the 
larger block grants—passion 
for the project.

“I can tell you right now, 
I can see it’s going to be an 
overwhelming success on the 
attendance, because there is 
some bearing on if there’s 
interest in the project,” said 
county administrator Kenny 
Eades. “The state does look at 
that.”

Northern Neck Planning 
District Commission execu-
tive director Jerry Davis 
explained the CDBG process.

To earn a CDBG, a locality 
must use the funds to address 
at least one of three areas: it 
must eliminate blight, ben-
efit low- to moderate-income 
people, or address an urgent 
need. Davis held up Montross, 
which enjoyed a renaissance of 
downtown art and commerce 
after rehabilitating its down-
town with $530,000 in block 
grant money, as an example of 
a successful CDBG commu-
nity. $140,000 of that money 
is in a revolving loan program, 
wherein once money is lent 
out and paid back, it becomes 
available for lending again.

Callao will be a candidate 
for a downtown revitalization, 
which typically addresses 
physical or economic blight, 
Davis said.

“We had to do some con-
vincing with the state rep-
resentatives to try this pro-
cess in an area that has a lot 
of characteristics of a small 
town downtown, but it’s not an 
incorporated town,” he said.

Callao is a village, meaning 
it falls under Northumberland 
County government and has 
no council of its own. Davis 
said this could create hesita-
tion at the state level, where 
officials like to see a single 
organized body that can be 
held accountable for grant 
money and “look after that 
investment going forward.”

“It’s going to be very impor-
tant early on that a group of 
stakeholders come together 
that is willing to become this 
Main Street organization, 
because that’s going to be your 

Community development grant
receives warm welcome in Callao

by Renss Greene Meet the management team
A 20-person management team has been assembled 

the Community Development Block Grant, said 
Northumberland planning commission chairman Bill Kling.
Management team:
Bob Burgess, Callao Supermarket.
Chris Cralle, Cralle Insurance, Northumberland planning 
commission.
Lisa Deitz, Callao Supply.
Joe Fallin, Pritchard & Fallin.
David Fine, Fine Things Antiques, River & Rural Realty.
Merthia Haynie, Abilities Abound.
Debbie Newsome, Van Land Realty.

Callao resident.
W. H. Shirley Jr., Northumberland planning commission, 
Callao resident.
Chet Williamson, Eagle Rivers Construction.
Jane Woodle, Mosaic Consignment, Northumberland 

Sam Walker, Dominion Power.
Robert Farmer, Dominion Power.

Kenny Eades, Northumberland county administrator.
Luttrell Tadlock, assistant Northumberland county 
administrator.
Bill Knight, Northumberland building and zoning director.
Theresa Lambert, Northumberland economic development 
commission executive director.
Jerry Davis, Northern Neck Planning District Commission 
executive director.

local marketing and promot-
ing group,” Davis said.

“There’s so much here, but I 
have heard people say there’s 
nothing there,” said Betty 
Cralle at the meeting. “Well, 
there’s a lot here, but we just 
need to glorify it a little. We 
need to expand on the beauty 
of what we do have.”

For now, Davis explained, 
the county has put together a 
management team and will 

conduct a building survey 
to inventory the buildings 
in downtown Callao. At the 
end of the month, if the state 
approves, Callao will move on 
to a visioning session with a 
professional moderator to ask 
stakeholders what they want 
the village to look like in the 
future.

“We are so excited,” said 
Leigh Olsham. “You’re going 
to see a lot of momentum.”

White Stone grants
continued from page A1

Power lines
continued from page A1
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Is it a
done deal?

No! Transmission towers across the Rappahannock are NOT a “done deal.” 
Dominion Power’s plan is being appealed and will be fought by local 
governments with every means available until an agreed-upon compromise 
is reached that doesn’t require towers.

Contact your Representatives and tell them “No Towers.”

Go to www.NoTowers.org

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

FEB. 15-26 - SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN & PANAMA CA-
NAL SUNFARER CRUISE 11 Days of sun and fun on 
 America’s Zuiderdam.

MAR 10-18  - CUBA TOUR
10 Days- Experience cultivating history, beautiful architecture and 
the heritage of Cuba.

APRIL 14-21 - LONDON & PARIS TOUR 
Highlights include Buckingham Palace, Big Ben, London Theatre 
Performance, Eurostar Train, Eiffel Tower Dinner, & Seine River 
Cruise.

APR. 28-May 7 - ADRIATIC & DALMATION COAST 
CRUISE -
ture and architecture of Old World Europe.

AUG. 7-16 - BEST OF BRITAIN & THE ROYAL TATTOO 
TOUR Windsor Castle, Shakespeare’s Birthplace, York 
Minster, Edinburgh Castle, Tower of London, Cardiff Castle, 
Stonehenge & The Beatles Story.

SEPT 15-24 - CANADA-NEW ENGLAND CRUISE
10 Days- Royal Caribbean’s Grandeur of the Seas - Fall Cruise 
with many interesting ports of call

OCT 29-NOV 5 - MEXICAN RIVIERA CRUISE
7 Days on Holland America’s Westerdam. Round trip from San 
Diego. Cabo San Lucas; Mazatlan; and Puerto Vallarta.

MOTORCOACH TOURS 2015

OCT 3 - GRAVES MOUNTAIN APPLE FESTIVAL 
family day, Music, Arts & Crafts, Hay Rides, Hay Maze, & Great 
Food.

OCT 11-17 - CAPE COD - Chatham, Plymouth, Boston, Provinc-
etown & Hyannis Harbor Cruise.

NOV 21 - “MAME” - Riverside Dinner Theatre, celebrated 
Broadway Musical. 

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

COMING ADVENTURES
CRUISES & TOURS 2016

-
 this 

week reported charges against 
seven individuals.
Felonies

James E. Ashburn Jr., 42, of 
Courtney Road was charged 
August 24 with felonious assault.
Misdemeanors

A Newport News man, 37, was 
charged August 26 with destruc-
tion of property.

A River Road man, 27, was 
charged August 26 with failure to 
appear in court as a witness.

A Richtown Road man, 38, 
was charged August 28 with 
domestic assault and battery.

A Johns Neck Road man, 25, 
was charged August 30 with 
violation of the community cor-
rections program in a Richmond 
City case. 

A Carlson Road man, 30, was 
charged September 2 with assault 
and battery and destruction of 
property.

A Windmill Point Road man, 
37, was charged September 5 
with public drunkenness. 

 Staff checked on 
the well-being of a Johns Neck 
Road resident at the request of 
Gloucester authorities based on 
a third party complaint (no emer-
gency services needed; subject 
voluntarily surrendered firearms 
for the time being); notified Vir-
ginia Department of Transporta-
tion (VDOT) of reports of large 
chunks of concrete broken free 
and a traffic hazard on the Norris 
Bridge; responded to a landlord/
tenant eviction complaint in the 
3500 block of Lara Road, to a 
domestic disturbance/assault on 
Courtney Road (arrest reported 
above), to a domestic disturbance 
in the 3000 block of Lara Road, 
and to a suspicious activity com-
plaint on Wilson Lane.

 Staff responded to 
Holly Haven Road on a com-
plaint of a deer stuck in a fence 
(the animal was freed), with Vir-
ginia State Police (VSP) to a sin-
gle-vehicle traffic crash, numer-
ous mailboxes struck, no per-
sonal injuries, on Mosquito Point 
Road, to a child custody dispute 
on Cherry Point Drive, to a com-
plaint of large parked vehicles 
interfering with traffic on Chesa-
peake Drive, to the area of Rap-
pahannock Drive on a complaint 
of a loud argument between a 
parent and a child, to a shots fired 
complaint in the area of the 700 
block of Nuttsville Road, with 
VSP to a single-vehicle traffic 
crash on Ocran Road, and to the 
Lively-Chinns Mill area in an 
attempt to locate a reported over-
due motorist.

 Staff received a 
destruction of property report 
from the 800 block of King Carter 
Drive (carpeting damaged; $100 
loss), a fraud report from a Hadlea 

Drive resident (antique fly fishing 
rod shipped for restoration and 
never returned; $1,500 loss), and 
received a walk-in complaint of 
a larceny; attempted to intercept 
a reported reckless driver, com-
mercial vehicle, last reported on 
Pinckardsville Road; checked 
on the well-being of a Buzzards 
Neck Road resident at the request 
of a concerned citizen (no emer-
gency services needed), and 
on the well-being of a Thomas 
Road resident at the request of 
a concerned out-of-town family 
member (no emergency services 
needed); and responded to a com-
plaint of impersonation of police 
officers by two white males oper-
ating a white unmarked car who 
made a traffic stop and searched 
a vehicle (it was determined that 
no officers from any local agen-
cies made such a traffic stop or 
vehicle search; attempts to locate 
the suspect vehicle were unsuc-
cessful). 

 Staff received a 
motorist’s complaint of an aggres-
sive driver in the Lancaster-
Brookvale area, a motorist’s com-
plaint of a reckless driver in the 
Brookvale area (white box truck, 
unknown flooring company; no 
units in position to attempt to 
intercept), a larceny report from a 
Ring Farm Road resident (purse 
lost/stolen, containing $550 cash, 
negotiable check, bank card), and 
a destruction of property report 
from a Goodluck Road resident 
(truck bed; $500 loss); notified 
Northumberland authorities of 
a motorist’s report of a logging 
truck being driven recklessly 
from Lara Road towards Callao 
(motorist reported being run off 
the road by the other vehicle); 
responded to the Department of 
Social Services (DSS) on a pos-
sible child sexual assault inci-
dent, to the White Stone area on 
a domestic assault by threat com-
plaint, and with DSS to check 
on the well-being of a Thomas 
Road resident (no emergency 
services needed); and checked on 
the well-being of a Moran Creek 
Road resident at the request of a 
concerned citizen (no emergency 
services needed).

 Staff responded to a 
domestic disturbance on Wilson 
Lane; with VSP to a single-vehi-
cle traffic crash, car in the woods, 
at the north end of the dual lane 
highway near Devils Bottom 
Road, with VSP to a traffic crash 
at Taylors Creek and Lumber-
lost roads, and with Kilmarnock 
Police Department (KPD) to the 
500 block of North Main Street 
on a complaint of four juveniles 
on bikes throwing bottles at cars; 
received a complaint from the 
owner of a trash hauling business 
of a Crab Point Road resident 
threatening the driver of the trash 
truck and striking the vehicle with 
a rake because the citizen did not 

Windjammer Lane to assist VSP 
with a narcotics search; received 
a motorist’s complaint of a reck-
less motorcyclist in the Chinns 
Mill area (no officer in position 
to attempt to intercept; described 
vehicle/driver later observed 
operating normally in the Kilmar-
nock area), a walk-in report of a 
theft (prescription drugs; $125 
loss), and a request to check on 
the well-being of a Hoecake 
Road resident at the request of 
a concerned citizen (subject had 
been checked on previously; no 
emergency services needed); and 
notified VDOT of a downed tree 
blocking the road near Browns 
Lane and Hoecake Road. 

 Staff received a lar-
ceny report from Lovers Lane (3’ 
x 5’ campaign sign; $125 loss), 
and a call from a boater seeking 
permission to cut the propeller 
from a fishing net (USCG Mil-
ford Haven advised that a boater 
is not liable for damages to a net 
that must be cut free from a pro-
peller); notified the game warden 
of an injured deer that had been 
attacked by a dog; responded to 
a noise violation complaint on 
Beach Creek Road, with KPD 
to East Church Street on a report 
of a woman screaming for help 
(noise from a party located on 
Clifton Avenue; no one in need of 
assistance; noise abated), and to a 
domestic disturbance in the 1600 
block of Windmill Point Road; 
attempted to intercept a reported 
reckless/drunk driver in the area 
of Lumberlost Road, and to inter-
cept a reported reckless driver on 
the Norris Bridge. 

 Staff received a 
destruction of property report 
from a Lively area business (hit 
and run damage to a vehicle 
for sale; damage estimate not 
reported), and a residential bur-
glary report from a Peirces Road 
resident (no property damage/
theft value reported); responded 
to a domestic disturbance in the 
2500 block of Merry Point Road; 
responded to a domestic distur-
bance on Reynolds Farm Road 
(call cancelled by complainant), 
to a fight call, shots fired, in the 
100 block of Buzzards Neck 
Road (witnesses reported no gun 
fire; fight instigated by subjects 
from Westmoreland who left 
prior to deputies arrival), and to 
a noise violation complaint on 
Bayview Drive (noise abated); 
and notified USCG Milford 
Haven of a boater befouled by a 
fishing net in Antipoison Creek 
(USCG involved in search opera-
tion; boater made contact with 
a family member who provided 

LANCASTER COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

LANCASTER—The planning commission will hold a 
public hearing at 7 p.m. Thursday, September 17, on a rezoning 
request. The meeting will be held at the County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Robert Pilato and Beth Burside are seeking a change of zoning 
district classification from general residential to general agriculture 
for a 69.29-acre parcel off Boys Camp Road near Kilmarnock. The 
intended use is a small farm craft brewery.

KILMARNOCK—The  will meet  
at 6:30 p.m. Monday, September 14, at Lancaster Middle School, 
191 School Street, Kilmarnock. 

The board will recognize recent accomplishments of the high 
school track and baseball teams. Principals will report on the begin-
ning of the school year. Committee reports are expected from Sandy 
Armstrong on the tutoring and mentoring program, Jimmie Carter 
on new facilities, and Sandy Zeiler on special education. A closed 
session will be held on property acquisition. 

HEATHSVILLE—The -
visors will hold two public hearings Thursday, September 10. The 
board will convene at 5 p.m. in the Northumberland Courts Building, 
39 Judicial Place, Heathsville. Hearings will begin at 7 p.m.

Hearings will address requests from:

through her property on Fleeton Wharf Road.

commercial pier to provide boat mooring for restaurant patrons 
at Tommy’s Restaurant, 729 Main Street in Reedville.

IRVINGTON—The  will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
September 10, in the Town Hall, 235 Steamboat Road, Irvington. 

Council will renew discussions on a possible future property tax, 
procedures for updating the comprehensive plan and use of the north 
commons property. 

A closed session will be held on property acquisition and potential 
litigation.

tow). 
 Staff received a 

walk-in complaint for a protec-
tive order and child protective 
custody; responded with assis-
tance from VSP to a fight call in 
the area of Buzzards Neck and 
Merry Point roads (subjects were 
gone on arrival), to an intoxicated 
person complaint on Woods 
Drive (subject was inside the resi-
dence; no criminal incident), and 
to the area of Pinckardsville and 
Mary Ball roads on a complaint 
of several persons flagging down 
vehicles (flashlights being used 
by pedestrians to avoid being 
struck by traffic).

 Staff accompanied a 
citizen to recover personal prop-
erty from a Pinckardsville Road 
residence.

Sheriff’s staff also conducted 
23 traffic stops, issued seven sum-
monses, assisted  14 motorists, 
recorded three deer strike acci-
dents, investigated 16 building 
alarms, processed a mental health 

order, logged six inmate trans-
ports, received 27 E911 hangup 
calls and responded to two calls 
for animal control services
Fire calls

White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to sepa-
rate traffic crashes on Ocran 
Road, Taylors Creek and Lum-
berlost roads, and the 3300 block 
of Irvington Road; a fire alarm on 
Shoreline Drive, a smoke report 
on Beach Road and with Kilmar-
nock VFD to a structure fire in 
the 100 block of Taylors Creek 
Road.

Kilmarnock VFD also 
responded to a fire alarm at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country club, a 
traffic crash near Devils Bottom 
Road, a smoke report/controlled 
burn on East Church Street and 
with the Virginia Department 
of Forestry to a brush fire near 
Kamps Mill.

Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a traffic crash in the 
10400 block of Mary Ball Road.

want that vehicle in the area, a 
spotlighting complaint from a 
Holly Haven Road resident, a lar-
ceny complaint from a Gaskins 
Road resident), and a walk-in 
complaint for a protective order 
(magistrate declined to issue 
the order); and at the request of 
York, Pennsylvania, authorities, 
attempted to locate a Lively area 
man regarding leaving his wife at 
a fast food restaurant (the male 
told deputies he and his wife are 
having marital problems and she 
refused to get back in the car). 

 Staff responded to 
a prowler complaint in the 700 
block of Morattico Road, to an 
E911 disconnect call that origi-
nated in the 5100 block of Mary 
Ball Road (residential tenant 
causing a problem with the duty 
staff), and to a domestic distur-
bance on Bellows Drive East 
(adult siblings involved; intoxi-
cated person insisted on driving); 
destroyed two injured game ani-
mals reported by a Brightwaters 
Drive resident; and received a 
larceny report from the 100 block 
of Morattico Road (keys, frozen 
food, assorted mechanic’s tools, 
Craftsman saws, Ryobi recharge-
able flashlight; $307 loss).

 Staff checked on the 
well-being of a Reynolds Farm 
Road resident at the request of a 
concerned citizen (no emergency 
services needed); and responded 
to a trespassing complaint on 
Buzzards Neck Road.

 Staff checked on 
the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could 
not be made (telephone line 
problem); responded with Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) 
to a man down call on Blueberry 
Point Road, to the 100 block of 
Sullavans Road on a complaint of 
an unknown person having burnt 
something in the driveway, to 
East Church Street on a motorist’s 
report of a woman being shoved 
out of a moving vehicle (victim 
reported she jumped out of the 
vehicle on her own), and with 
KPD to a domestic disturbance 
on New South Road; received a 
residential burglary report from 
the 2200 block of Merry Point 
Road (Hi-Point 9 mm pistol, .22 
caliber pistol, antique hand gun, 
X-Box game station and X-Box 
Connect, cash; $4,038 loss); and 
contacted the owner of a vehicle 
involved in a pursuit in Rich-
mond County.

 Staff checked on 
the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could 
not be made (telephone line 
problem); responded with KPD 
to a suspicious person complaint 
near South Main Street and 
Hatton Avenue (subject report-
edly dressed like “Darth Vader” 
with helmet and heavy jacket; 
subject told deputies he suffered 
frost bite in the past and always 
felt cold), to a cellular E911 
call, first received by Middlesex 
authorities, to the 300 block of 
Nuttsville Road (child playing on 
the phone), with VSP to a two-
vehicle traffic crash in the 3300 
block of Irvington Road, and with 
KPD to an assault call in the 400 
block of North Main Street (com-
plainant reported a male was 
trying to remove a female from 
a vehicle); and notified VDOT of 
an animal carcass that needed to 
be removed from Bewdley Road.

 Staff responded to 
the Cowshed Road area on a 
report of several rental trucks in 
the area (complainant concerned 
about possible burglary; no 
criminal incident involved), and 
to a disorderly conduct/trespass 
complaint at an Irvington area 
business (subject was gone on 
arrival); and received a walk-in 
complaint for a protective order 
(order issued by the magistrate).

 Staff received a 
motorist’s complaint of a reckless 
driver on Jessie duPont Highway 
(no officer in position to attempt 
to intercept), and an assault by 
threat complaint from a Pinck-
ardsville Road resident (incident 
occurred in Essex County); and 
responded with VSP to a two-
vehicle traffic crash in the 10400 
block of Mary Ball Road.

 Staff responded to 
an assault by threat complaint 
on Lancaster Creek Drive, to 
James Wharf Road on a motor-
ist’s complaint of children sit-
ting/playing in the roadway, to 
a motorist’s complaint of heavy 
debris interfering with traffic 
on the Norris Bridge (debris 
removed by VDOT before the 
deputy arrived), and to the area of 

The Agenda
Local Government News

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock planning commis-
sion on Monday, September 14, will hold a public hearing on a 
rezoning request. The commission will convene at 6 p.m. in the 
Town Hall, 1 North Main Street, Kilmarnock.

ICN Enterprises LLC is seeking the rezoning of property at South 
Main Street and Claybrook Avenue from medium density residential 
to general commercial use to establish a coffee shop. 

The commission also will continue its discussion regarding 
mobile vendors in the Steptoe’s Overlay District.
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The Kilmarnock Museum Presents

Dance Extravaganza 2015
Featuring

Ed & Isabelle Bunch
Dancing with The Northern Neck 

Saturday,
September 19th

7:00 pm
LANCASTER

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Kilmarnock

ONLY SHOW OF ITS KIND!
ONE PERFORMANCE ONLY

Tickets On Sale Now
Rappahannock Record
Heads Up Hair Works
Foxy in Kilmarnock

Bank of Lancaster, Main Office & White Stone
Chesapeake Bank, Main Office & Lively

Kilmarnock Museum
or call 296-0930

Adults $10 In Advance
$15 at the Door

Child $5 - $7 at Door
A HAY-BURN PRODUCTION

Sponsored in part by the Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts

ALL NEW

IRVINGTON—River Coun-
ties Community Foundation, 
an affiliate of The Community 
Foundation Serving Richmond 
and Central Virginia, urges the 
community to give local during 
the 2015 Amazing Raise.

Giving to nonprofits from 6 
a.m. Wednesday, September 16, 
to 6 p.m., Thursday, Septem-
ber 17, provides support for the 
organization and helps them win 
additional incentive prizes rang-
ing from $500 to $15,000.

“Be a part of the giving frenzy 
as the area tries to break its record 
of raising over $73,000 during the 
event,” said regional grants man-
ager Leslie Franklin. “Because 
all giving is done online, you 
can make your donation at 1a.m. 
when you cannot sleep or on your 
lunch break at work.”

To donate, visit a giving station 
in Lancaster, Northumberland, or 
Middlesex counties.

“Locations we have confirmed 
include all local libraries during 

normal business hours, the North-
ern Neck YMCA in Kilmarnock 
(7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.), and The 
Local in Irvington during normal 
business hours,” said Franklin. 
“At each location, there will be 
a laptop or computer for you to 
make your online donation, along 
with a list of our local nonprofits 
participating.”

“We are thrilled to be a part of 
the excitement around the Amaz-
ing Raise. Through one event, 
our community is able to collec-
tively support the nonprofits in 
this community,” said Stephanie 
Dudley, owner of The Local. “If 
you come out and make an online 
donation here at The Local, we 
have a free cup of coffee or iced 
tea for you.”

The foundation has teamed 
with businesses like The Local, 
the Lancaster Chamber by the 
Bay, Chesapeake Bank and Bank 
of Lancaster.

Give online at TheAmaz-
ingRaise.org, or call 438-9414.     

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Rappahannock Art League’s 
54th annual Labor Day Art 
Show concluded May 7. The 
winners exhibit will continue 
through September 28 at the 
Studio Gallery, 19 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

At the First Friday Recep-
tion and Awards Ceremony 
September 4, a crowd of par-
ticipating artists, RAL mem-
bers and guests celebrated 
the art and the winners with 
food and drink organized by 
social committee chairman 
Diana Jamison, and her team 
of volunteers.

Show co-chairmen Mary 
Ellis and Sharon Mundy con-
ducted opening ceremonies 
and presented the awards. 
The Best of Show Award Pre-
sentation Cup was donated 
by Ross Christiansen of 
Ross’s Rings and Things.

Some 32 awards were 
presented.  All awards were 
made via an open competi-
tion with the judging based 
on creativity, originality and 
craftsmanship for all media, 
reported Ellis. The show 
was judged by Bev Purdue 
of Richmond, a Signature 
member of the American 
Watercolor Society. 

Best in Show, “Persever-
ance” by Ron Taylor.

The Experimental Group’s 
Pat O’Shaughnessy Memo-
rial Award for Non-Tradi-
tional Approach, “Rainbow 
Sunset” by Jacquie Colligan.

The Jane Stouffer Memo-
rial Award, “Red Right 
Returning” by Eileen Tullner.

The Kennedy Memorial, 
“Autumn Sparkles” by Mel 
Neale.

Blue ribbons, “Totem” by 
Lella Lee Edwards, “The 
Landing #2” by Bonnie 
Murray, Untitled by Joan 

Labor Day Art Show winners announced 

Photo by Renss Greene

Robinson, “The Heron” by 
Rebecca Grow and “Hero” 
by Charles Huggins.

Red ribbons, “Recall-
ing the Falls” by Ann Vliet, 
“Girls’ Walk” by Peggy 
Moore, “New Point Com-
fort Light” by Bob Haynes, 
“Grandpa Racing the Storm” 
by Jim Pancoast, “Williams-
burg Tavern” by Charles 
VanDenburgh and “Trees in 
Season” by Kathryn Murray.

Yellow ribbons, “Maze 
Master” by Barbara Ker-
shner, “River’s Edge Har-
mony” by David Zuck, 
“Tie Up To Me” by Mary 
Ellis, “Flora Dancing” by 
Linda Goldstein, “Stella” 

by Cheryl Rembisz, “Great 
Expectations” by Shirley 
Kinney and “Spring on 
Route 3” by Marge Alder-
son.

White ribbons, “Following 
the Sun” by Lynn Savarese, 
“Summer Sea” by Herb 
Aman, “Autumn Glory” 
by Darryl Adams, “Ice 
Princess” by Gail Weyant, 
“Marley” by Tommy Fox, 
“Stingray” by Jan Dobrowol-
ski, “Momentum” by Nancy 
Reath and “Touch of Tur-
quoise” by Gary-Lou Upton.

People’s Choice, (tie) 
“Creek Reflections” by Eliz-
abeth Lee and “Spring has 
Sprung” by Pat Ramey.

ing tickets. A reception with 
light refreshments made by 
club members will begin at 5:30 
p.m. Anyone who purchases a 
raffle ticket is welcome to come 
to the drawing, said executive 
director Phillip Mumford.

Kilmarnock Mayor Mae 
Umphlett has agreed to draw 
the winning ticket for the trailer, 
worth nearly $20,000, which 
was donated to BGCNN by a 
generous supporter, said board 
president Donna Anderson. 

Tickets are $20 each, or 6 for 

$100, she said. Only 1,000 tick-
ets will be sold. 

“Everyone involved with this 
raffle over the past few months 
has been moved by the support 
of the local community, and by 
the large number of people who 
bought multiple tickets, said 
Mumford.

“Nearly 100 people bought 
six or more tickets, which 
tells me that we have a lot of 
generous supporters and a lot 
of people who would like to 
own this amazing outdoor-

lifestyle trailer,” he said. 
The trailer is an expandable 

model by Forest River. It has 
one auto slider that expands the 
hard body when parked, plus two 
canvas popouts which further 
extend the living and sleeping 
space. The lightweight, air-con-
ditioned model sleeps six in two 
queen size beds and two convert-
ible beds. 

Second prize will be two 

Dinner November 4. Third prize 
is one ticket to the dinner.

WARSAW—The Fall 2015 
Household Hazardous Waste and 
Electronic Waste Collection for 
Lancaster County will take place 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Septem-
ber 19 at the Kilmarnock Refuse 
Center, 320 White Pine Drive, 
Kilmarnock.

The collection, a collaborative 
effort among Lancaster County, 
Virginia Cooperative Extension, 
and the Northern Neck Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
(NNSWCD) gives residents an 
opportunity to safely dispose of 
household chemicals and other 
substances that pose a danger to 
the environment if not disposed 
of properly, said NNSWCD 
education/outreach specialist 
Kathleen D. Watson. Residents 
may also bring electronic items 
such as old televisions, computer 
monitors, rechargeable batter-
ies, telephones, printers and fax 
machines.  

“We will take used motor oil, 
old gasoline, cleaners, oil based 
paint, antifreeze, spent fluores-

36-hour Amazing Raise
starts at 6 a.m. Sept. 16

Hazardous waste collection
slated for Lancaster residents

cent light bulbs and pesticides,” 
she said. “These are all items that 
should be disposed of in a way 
that will keep them out of land-
fills, out of our waterways and 
away from wildlife.”

There are some items that resi-
dents should not bring, such as 
ammunition, radioactive materi-
als, tires, car batteries, medical 
waste, prescription drugs and 
latex paint.

“Many people don’t realize 
that latex paint can be disposed of 
in the trash as long as it has dried 
up, which can be done by simply 
removing the lids and letting it sit 
before throwing it away,” added 
Watson. “As for prescription and 
expired medications, the Lan-
caster County Sheriff’s Office 
takes them any time. They have a 
receptacle at their office.”

Anyone with questions about 
the Household Hazardous Waste 
and E-Waste collection event 
should call the Extension office 
at 462-5780, or NNSWCD, 313-
9102.

Mayor Umphlett to pick winning ticket in travel trailer raffle
KILMARNOCK—Fewer 

than 100 tickets remain for a 
21-foot Rockwood Roo travel 

of the Northern Neck (BGCNN). 
The winning ticket will be 

drawn at 6:15 p.m. Tuesday, Sep-
tember 15, at the BGCNN, 517 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock.

The ceremony will begin 
at 5 p.m. with a “last chance” 
opportunity to buy any remain-

■ Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol and 

Rifle Club will sponsor Refuse 
To Be A Victim, a crime preven-
tion and personal safety seminar, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Septem-
ber 19 at Lancaster Commu-
nity Library, 235 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

The seminar fee is $35. Pre-
registration is required. To regis-
ter, visit refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-
be-a-victim.aspx, or rprclub.com. 

NEWS 
BREAK



RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

Benefit
Fashion 

Sale
35 S. Main St. Kilmarnock

(804)435-8800

October 23 - 25

Pearl is now accepting  gently loved,
current fashions in exchange for a 

25% discount card to be used on regular priced
clothing every time you shop between now and 10/25

We Need Your Donations Now

100% of the SALE proceeds go directly to The Haven
The Haven provides free services to 
those who have experienced sexual 
or domestic violence within the 
Northen Neck and Essex Co.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland Association for 
Progressive Stewardship (NAPS) 
has chosen Lee Allain to receive 
the 2015 Distinguished Citizen 
Award in recognition of his con-
tinuing service in community 
planning and education.

“We are pleased to honor this 
significant community contribu-
tor as NAPS Distinguished Citi-
zen of 2015,” said NAPS presi-
dent Bill Estell.  “We will make 
this award official at our annual 
NAPS Social, Saturday, October 
17.”

Allain “retired” to Northum-
berland in 1998, and immedi-
ately started his volunteer work 
with NAPS, the Northumberland 
County Economic Development 
Commission (EDC), the Lions 
Club, the Master Gardeners and 
his church, reported publicity 
coordinator Jay Walker. Some 
of Allain’s first work with NAPS 

REEDVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Lions 
Club recently honored former 
president Richard “Dick” 
Saxer for “Setting the Standard 
for Lionism.”

He was presented a letter 
from Lions Club International 
president Dr. Jitsuhiro Yamada 
and a statue, reported Lion 
Mike Harwood.

Saxer served as president of 
the club from 1999 to 2000, 
2005 to 2006, 2011 to 2012 
and 2014 to 2015, said Har-
wood. He previously was pre-
sented the Melvin Jones Fel-
lowship award.

Among his many accom-
plishments with the club, Saxer 
arranged for the joint owner-
ship of Pedia-Vision eye test 
equipment with the Lancaster 
Country Lions Club, continued 
Harwood.

He examined  the eyes of 
some 3,000 Northumber-
land County school children 
in 2012, 2013, 2014 and will 
examine more this year. He 
also conducted Pedia-Vision 
eye testing at Tangier Island 
along with other Lions

Saxer arranged with local 
businesses to have White Cane 
days on their premises, and set 
the schedule for them eight 
times.

He also obtained Christ-
mas gift certificates at Callao 
Market and Walmart for needy 

Lion Saxer honored

LANCASTER—The North-
ern Neck Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocate (CASA) program 
recently announced five new 
board members, Marilyn Crea-
ger, Claudette Henderson, Tif-
fany Wittman, Craig Kauffman 
and Will Hubbard.

CASA is a national organiza-
tion that advocates for the best 
interests of children involved 
in the Juvenile and Domes-
tic Relations Court process, 
reported director Betty Wirth.  
These children have either been 
abused, neglected or are in need 
of services and/or supervision. 

CASA advocates act as the 

eyes and ears of juvenile court 
judges who make decisions 
involving children, said Wirth. 
A CASA is charged with know-
ing about the child and the 
child’s world.

A potential advocate goes 
through 50 hours of training, 
she said. The CASA is then 
sworn in as an officer of the 
court. CASAs also are welcome 
examples of continuity. For 
many children in foster care, 
CASAs are sometimes their 
only everyday support.

To become an advocate or 
a “Friend of CASA,” call 462 
0881.

Members appointed
to area CASA board

Allain to receive Distinguished Citizen Award

YARD SALE!
Saturday, September 12th

7am ‘til Noon
Bethel-Emmanuel United Methodist Men’s Building

Rt. 201 South in Lively, VA

Household items, tools, sporting goods, appliances, 
electronics, cooking utensils, furniture, pots & pans-

dishes, linens, pictures, books & bicycles! 
Food available, coffee, pastry, cold drinks and much 
more . . .Proceeds are shared with youth programs, 

local charities, volunteer services, churches & the needy. 

involved acquiring grants, three 
years in succession, from NOAA/
Fish America for renovating nat-
ural marsh areas in local water-
ways.  

With the EDC he was instru-
mental in providing “how to” 

information regarding oyster 
aquaculture to watermen, con-
tinued Walker. He led the Lions 
World Service effort by designing 
and setting a team in place to con-
struct home entry ramps for more 
than a half dozen people confined 
to wheelchairs. At his church, he 
led the long-range planning com-
mittee, which resulted in con-
struction of a fellowship hall. 

He formed ‘Vision 2048,’ to 
provide input for the county’s 
comprehensive plan within the 
NAPS definition of appropriate 
land use.  

Allain is involved with sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and math (STEM) initiatives 
within the local school system. 
The goal is to increase student 
science and math participation. 
He has assisted high school 
students as they constructed a 
Solar Array starting with raw 
solar cells. Under his guidance, 
students converted the array for 
use as a cell phone charging sta-
tion.  

He also has won two grants 
from Rivah Counties Community 
Foundation (RCCF) for STEM 
Boost, a project at both the ele-
mentary and middle schools, to 

start students thinking and plan-
ning in three dimensions as they 
construct buildings and bridges 
from plastic construction toys. 
In addition, he has arranged and 
chaperoned Eco-Tours of area 
waterways with local certified 
watermen/captains for a number 
of Northumberland students and 
Scouts.  

Allain continues to be active 
on the EDC and attends most 
planning commission and board 
of supervisors meetings. He also 
represents the county on Rep. 
Rob Wittman’s environmental 
advisory council.    

Allain grew up in Maine as a 
lobster fisherman, gardening and 
building houses with his parents. 
Today he enjoys fishing the Ches-
apeake Bay, gardening and travel-
ing with his wife.  

Allain has a master’s in electri-
cal engineering from Villanova 
University and a bachelor’s in 
physics from the University of 
Maine. His career, which began 
in the aftermath of Russia’s first-
in-space satellite, Sputnik, was 
primarily involved with develop-
ment of advanced U.S. satellite 
electronic control and communi-
cations systems. 

families, organized crews and 
helped build handicap ramps 
for over five homes, bought 
Broom Sale items from the 
Industries For the Blind, helped 
man the booths at farmers mar-
kets over the past seven years 
and helped build an outdoor 
classroom in the woods behind 
the Northumberland Elemen-
tary School.

STRATFORD HALL—Dis-
trict II Virginia Daughters of the 
American Revolution recently 
held its 2015 annual meeting at 
Stratford Hall.   

The District II is composed 
of 20 chapters from the central 
Virginia area, reported public-
ity coordinator Susan Hudson. 
District director Hilary R. Clare 
of Richmond presided over the 
luncheon meeting, hosted by 
the Chantilly Chapter. Their 
regent Middy Morris welcomed 
all attendees.

State officers and state chair-
men residing in District II, dis-
trict chairmen and presidents 
of the area Regents’ Club and 
regents of chapters in District II 
all provided summaries of their 
goals and work for the coming 
year, said Hudson. 

New chapter regents were 
presented and the election of 
district officers for the 2016-
19 administration was con-
ducted, she continued. It also 
was announced the District has 
chosen the Ronald McDonald 
House in Richmond as its ser-
vice project.

The Cobbs Hall Chapter 
received numerous District II 
awards and recognition.  Cobbs 
Hall brought home the Chapter 

Achievement Level One Award, 
which is the highest level of 
achievement a chapter can 
receive, said Hudson.

Cobbs Hall also was recog-
nized within the Virginia Dis-
trict II for having a significant 
increase in community service 
hours over last year and the Cel-
ebrate America National Com-
mittee recognition for serving 
the community.

Individual recognition went 
to registrar Jude Degen, who 
received the Excellent Researcher 
Award from the National Lineage 
Research Committee.

  Virginia Daughters, now 
over 9,000 strong, have a his-
tory of preserving artifacts and 
buildings, supporting schools 
and child and adult literacy pro-
grams, providing scholarships 
and awards, supporting active 
duty and veteran military mem-
bers and their families, provid-
ing good citizenship programs 
and awards for youth and com-
memorating historic events in 
American history.

The Cobbs Hall Chapter will 
meet at 1 p.m. Monday, Sep-
tember 14, at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury, 132 
Lancaster Drive, Irvington. To 
join, call Degen, 435-6307.  

Cobbs Hall Chapter recognized

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

For the last 27 years of the almost 32 that I 
have written this item, many of the pieces 

that I have turned in to the Rappahannock 
Record have been set by Anna Ticer, particu-
larly in the early days with those composed 
before I achieved my current “level” of com-
puter proficiency. Last Thursday Anna retired 
as circulation manager, but her role at the 
paper covered many other fronts as well. 

Prior to joining the Record staff, Anna 
worked for almost 10 years at another news-
paper, thus publishing has been her entire 
career. She gives expansive meaning to the 
word “perfectionist,” and the high quality of 
her work is complemented by the speed with 
which she does it. At times she would ask me 
a question about a word or phrase I had used, 
causing me to realize that she had typed the 
piece more quickly than I could have read it.

New technology never has daunted Anna, 
as she has thrived on mastering advances that 
made her work more efficient and productive. 
She has not met a computer that left her ques-
tioning how to handle it, and she immediately 
makes the tool her friend and her helper.  At 
the outset of the computer age, when aca-
demic seminars were being held to discuss the 

nature of artificial intelligence, those esoteric 
debates could easily have been resolved by 
having Anna present to weigh in on the dis-
cussions. 

In every aspect of her life, Anna is uni-
formly attentive to detail. Her yard reflects 
her interest in flowers, and I have often said 
that every flower that ever met Anna liked 
her, and did its best to perform accordingly. 
She knows her plants, and they know her, 
combining their colors to the best advantage 
of each. Anna may not talk to her plants, but 
they clearly talk to her, and to everyone who 
passes her house. I am anxious to see how her 
flower collection grows and benefits from the 
additional hours she will have to devote to it 
in retirement.

During the course of her sojourn at the 
Record, Anna married Paul Ticer, who hailed 
from the metropolis of Glebe Point in Nor-
thumberland County. Paul spent his life in 
maritime affairs, as did his brother Lloyd. 
Both Paul and Lloyd were recognized experts 
on marine shipping, and even in retirement 
they were being called to give testimony as 
expert witnesses in cases across the world.  

Although Anna and Paul each had their 
own children and grandchildren, they kindly 
“adopted” the two B.E.s, who came to think of 
them as honorary grandparents, a role Anna 
has continued since Paul died. Anna’s level of 
creativity is extraordinary, as she comes up 
with unique ideas for gifts and remembrances 
that always reflect her own personality. In her 
gifts to others Anna shows that she is gifted 
herself.

Perhaps the most lasting of Anna’s journal-
istic accomplishments has been her typeset-
ting the annual “Letters to Santa” section of 
the Rappahannock Record.  Each December 
the paper has encouraged the children of the 
community to submit letters to Santa with 
their wish lists of what they would like to 
receive for Christmas. It is one of the Record’s 

many signature contributions to readers, and 
it has been Anna’s delight to read and produce 
the letters across the years. In that effort she 
combines her distinctive maternal traits with 
her great professional skills.

Local newspapers are challenged every day 
to meet the assaults of the information tech-
nology revolution, but they are the lifeblood of 
American communities. People easily can find 
out what is happening in Afghanistan or what 
Congress is doing, or not doing, but largely 
only through small-town papers can we learn 
about church suppers, high school soccer 
matches, or marriages and funerals. Anna has 
understood that reality, and throughout her 
career she has contributed to the enabling of 
a more active and vibrant life in the Northern 
Neck by doing her own part to make the news 
at hand available to the readers. 

As she enters retirement, Anna deserves the 
appreciation of the many who have benefited 
from her services without ever knowing her, 
for she has participated in carrying on the 
tradition of service that has characterized the 
Rappahannock Record for the past century.

Happy Retirement, Anna!  Go plant another 
flower!

She gives expansive meaning 
to the word “perfectionist,” 
and the high quality of her 
work is complemented by the 
speed with which she does it.

More than a year ago, I noted that when it comes 
to global warming, or climate change, or whatever 
the politically correct nomenclature of the week is, 
I’ve heard enough.

“In fact, I’ve heard way too much. I’ve heard so 
much I don’t really care who’s fault it is, who’s doing 
what, or not; what the problem is, what the potential 
effects are, or what the consequences will be. I’ve 
heard so much, I can’t get interested in it. I can’t be 
bothered.”

And for a few weeks, the back and forth banter 
which now appears to hinge more on getting the last 
word in than it does on science, or pseudoscience, 
cooled down. He said, she said, did not, did too—
doesn’t lend credibility to any position.

Who cares?
Other than the few writers who regularly com-

ment, no one seems to care, or at least they’re not 
chiming in.

I learned a long time ago if there is something I 
can do nothing about, not to let it bother me, con-
sume my time or energy.

Until now, I really hadn’t lost any sleep over 
global warming, climate change, greenhouse effect, 
CO2 or who’s at fault, who’s going to do anything 
about it, who is going to pay for it, or what study to 
believe.

Previously, I noted that if “you’re Christian, it 
could be a part of God’s plan. What’s to worry? It 
could lead to streets paved with gold.

If you believe in the evolution thing, it could be a 
natural progression of species’ adaptation, or extinc-
tion. In which case, another species develops; or we 
find a way to exist on another planet.”

Now, I might add that it seems like a wash. If it 
is truly getting warmer, my heating, ventilation and 
air conditioning system might have to work a little 

harder to cool my house in the summer and a little 
less to heat it in the winter. 

Have a little faith in mankind. Look at all the 
changes in the last several thousand years. Maybe 
someone in the next several thousand years will 
solve the issue. 

No one seems to mind sticking your children and 
grandchildren with the national debt. What’s the big 
deal over a few degrees?

However, National Geographic recently brought 
me up to date on a study, the results of which 
deserve further attention and perhaps immediate 
action. 

According to an item in the September 2015 
National Geographic magazine, by Kelsey Nowa-
kowski, a graphics reporter for National Geographic 
in Washington, D.C.,  “By 2050, climate change 
could halve the land that’s suitable for growing 
coffee—one of the world’s most valuable commodi-
ties, with some 100 million people economically 
dependent on the industry. As climate zones shift, 
new areas may have the right growing conditions, 
but the land may be forested or otherwise unavail-
able.”

The two-page spread, with graphics, cites work 
by World Coffee Research and WCR’s Coffee Rust 
Project director David Laughlin.

Apparently, as temperatures rise, coffee plants 
become more susceptible to the coffee rust disease 
and it can spread to higher altitudes where the good 
stuff grows.

The cause and effect is now real. Finally, it all 
makes sense. This could drive up the price of coffee.

Any carbon fees imposed on power plants and 
other sources of carbon pollution, tax or not, should 
direct funds to solving the world’s brewing coffee 
crisis—or at least subsidize my habit.

Focal Point

Photo by Janet Pawlukiewicz

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

Two letters of September 3 
attempt to rebut earlier skep-
ticism of claims that human 
activity is the principle cause 
of our global warming. 

Writer #1 refuses to accept 
that correlation does not imply 
causation. Ironically, insofar 
as the “climate change” issue 
there is no supporting correla-
tion indicating that rising CO2 
level increases global tempera-
ture, even over geologic peri-
ods when CO2 level was much 
higher.

However, the opposite cor-
relation exists—CO2 variation 
mimics (800+ years later) ear-
lier variations in temperature.

Writer #1 demands “hard” 
evidence, not recognizing that 
it is the proponents of anthro-
pogenic global warming who 
must provide evidence. Nei-
ther has the alarmist “science” 
been able to accurately predict 
temperature. Their computer 
model output has been diverg-
ing from actual global temper-
ature, even after several revi-
sions to the models.

Our two weather satellites 
show a current 18+ year trend 
of no additional warming 
which is not explainable by the 
models. 

Writer #1 refers to an old 
experiment which shows that 
rising CO2 level within a 
confined container causes an 
increase in temperature. But, as 
CO2 level increases, its capa-
bility to influence temperature 
diminishes. Also, a greenhouse 
does not permit convection 

Rebutting 
rebuttals

from within, whereas satellites 
detect heat escaping from the 
open atmosphere into space.

In the four immediately pre-
ceding interglacials (a period of 
340,000 years), the global tem-
perature was 2 degrees warmer 
than our current period. How-
ever, the CO2 level is now 
40% higher, evidently CO2 is 
having no measurable impact 
on our current temperature.

Some of the above also 
addresses Writer #2 issues.  #2 
provides some history and the 
usual “theory” which is sorely 
in need of serious revision 
because there is no empirical 
evidence to justify that hypoth-
esis.  Arctic sea ice was likely 
lower during the 1930s.

Several years ago at a 
local Tea Party meeting, one 
person asked the audience 
of 40 how many knew indi-
viduals whose constitutional 
rights had been violated by 
law enforcement during crim-
inal prosecution. 

Six attendees raised 
their hands, my wife and I 
included.

This person continued 
and pointed out that 85% of 
attendees who didn’t raise 
their hand probably believe 
that there must be more to 
the story—that our consti-
tution guarantees a speedy 
trial and due process among 
other rights. It’s fair to say 
that 85% of us don’t have 
personal involvement with 
the criminal justice system 

Character counts

and that we rely on the con-
stitutional guarantee. There is 
more to the story.

In counties like those on 
the Northern Neck, the Com-
monwealth Attorney (CA) 
and the county Sheriff are the 
elected officials responsible 
to ensure our constitutional 
rights are upheld. They are 
also pressured by the public 
to solve crimes and prosecute 
offenders.

Prosecutors are protected 
by absolute immunity that 
essentially shields them 
from any civil liability for 
even egregiously bad behav-
ior, even when said behavior 
results in a wrongful con-
viction. There are situations 
where the citizens had to vote 
out a CA to get an improper 
prosecution reversed and the 
defendant acquitted.

This is not a suggestion 
that the character of any 
candidate in this election is 
questionable, but the issue of 
personal character for each 
of these candidates is and 
should be an important com-
ponent in the voter’s decision.  

The Sheriff and CA can 
have a major impact on your 
life and future. I encour-
age you to find out who the 
candidates are and if you 
are comfortable empowering 
them with the authority they 
will have over you.

If you can, attend candi-
date forums to meet them and 
make an informed decision.  
Please don’t forget to vote on 
November 3.

The photo on page A8, Sep-
tember 3, is very interesting.  
But I am not sure which is the 
illusion, the floating lamp post 
or that downtown Kilmarnock 
is open for business?

As a “come here” for more 
than 50 years, I have experi-
enced the reality of needing 
to rush to town before 5 p.m., 
noon on Saturday, to get items. I 
also understand the Catch 22 of 
the merchants (Why be open 
if there is no business?) and 
consumers (If they aren’t open, 
there’s no need to do business).

I am sorry to admit that, like 
a lot of folks, I shop when it’s 
convenient to me. If that is after 
my work hours or on weekends, 
and not far out my travel path, 
I’ll stop. I put off buying cer-
tain items in the city because I 
know that a Kilmarnock mer-
chant has the item and will be 
open when I can get there. I 
even put off buying items to 
Sunday to give those businesses 
something to show (even if it is 
only light bulbs) for their effort.

It is a shame that I am forced 
to not “shop local” when “real 
local” can’t afford to be open 
for lack of business. I don’t 
have an answer but we, as a 
community, need to show our 
support (and business) to all 
who are open after 5 p.m. and 
on Sunday.  

Otherwise, sadly, Walmart 
will be the only business open 
and I won’t run the gauntlet of 
miss-timed traffic lights going 
there.

Expanded illusion

With the obvious concern 
many have regarding the 
Planned Parenthood videos, 
I want to remind all of the 
Quasar Conference to be held 
this Saturday, September 12, 
from 9 a.m. to noon at First 
Baptist Church, 3585 Court-
house Road, Heathsville.  

This conference will be led 
by deacon Georgette Forney, 
who will be coming here 
from Pittsburg, Pa., where 
she is president of Anglicans 
for Life. Georgette plans to 
spend the first hour focused 
on abortion, the second hour 
on end-of-life situations, and 
the final hour for open dis-
cussion.

For your readers who have 
questions about the penal-
ties for those who have abor-
tions, or the question: Is the 
death sentence in the case 
of a murderer part of God’s 
plan?, she will be forthright 
in replying, as she has for 
over 18 years, not just in the 
U.S. but overseas as well.

Dozens have already 
signed up, but it is not too 
late to take advantage of this 
opportunity. Just call the 
sponsor of this event: Light 
of Christ Anglican Church at 
580-4555, or e-mail LOC@
nnwifi.com.

Looking for 
answers on the 
abortion issue?As the director of the Center 

of Development in the North-
ern Neck, I direct visitors from 
Washington, D.C., to come 
across the Norris Bridge so 
they get that breath-taking great 
first impression of the area. The 
last thing we need is to degrade 
this “gateway” to our area with 
industrial power lines.  

Power lines erected now will 
be a scenic blight over the Rap-
pahannock River for 40+ years. 
As one drives over the Norris 
Bridge, or sails toward it, a 
beautiful, clear day in spring 
would be eclipsed by a set of 
180-foot power lines in the 
middle of your view.   

 Stop this short-sighted alter-
native. Other options may cost 
more, but this is a long-term 
investment we must make to 
take care of our river and the 
economy of the Northern Neck. 
We know Dominion can, and 
has, upgraded with underwater 
power lines on other rivers in 
our area of Virginia. They can 
do it here just like other utilities 
do all over the country.

“We followed the permitting 
application,” Dominion Rep 
Mathe said. “They don’t require 
visual impacts. We filled out 
the application to its fullest. We 
followed the rules and regula-
tions involved.” There is your 
sign.

There is no going back. Once 
installed, they will be there for 
good. What a regrettable out-
come for us and our children.

Weems

Don’t spoil the

More letters 
on the next page
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OFFICIAL VOTING INFORMATION
November General Election

The Constitution of Virginia requires that you be reg-
istered in the precinct in which you live in order to be 

Election Date

The Last Day to Register to Vote or Update your 
Current Registration for this election is Tuesday, 

In-Person Absentee Voting will begin on Friday, 
September 18, 2015 (for those unable to vote at 

absentee voting will be available Monday through 
-

Should you have further questions, please call 

at 462-5277.

Do you Remember?

YOUR LETTERS

I applaud last week’s letter 
writer for wanting to stop gun 
violence; however, her whole 
letter is flawed. 

As Americans we have a 
legal right to bear arms; it is 
written into our Constitution. 
She cites gun violence statis-
tics, but she doesn’t take into 
consideration that approxi-
mately 96% of those killings 
and acts of violence were com-
mitted by criminals with ille-
gal guns. These illegal guns 
are shipped from overseas into 
Mexico where there is no way 
to track them.The guns find 
their way into the U.S. via our 
southern border, which, as we 
all know, is so porous no one 
knows who or what is coming 
across into the country. 

What we need to protect our-
selves from all kinds of evil is 
to secure our southern border, 
but that’s never going to happen 
under this administration.

If all the guns were some-
how taken off the street, these 
illegal guns would still be here 
creating havoc. And, guess 
what: there would be no good 
guys with guns to protect 
themselves or anyone else. 
Believe it or not, many people 
are helped each day by a good 
person with a gun. You won’t 
hear about in the news because 
it doesn’t fit with the left-lean-
ing agenda of our media.

When the “Gestapo” comes 
to take away everyone’s guns, 
remember that only the bad 
guys will have the guns. This is 
what happened to good people 
in Europe in the late 1930s. 
Let’s not let history repeat 
itself.

Good guys
need guns too

Why the second-class treat-
ment for the Rappahannock?

Take a close look at many 
of Virginia’s beautiful river 
crossings and you will notice 
something missing: power 
lines. Cross the Nice Bridge on 
the Potomac, or the Coleman 
Bridge at the York River, or the 
bridges that cross the Pamun-
key, Chickahominy, and the 
Piankatank rivers and what do 
you notice? 

Yep, that’s right—no power 
lines. At each of these cross-
ings, the electrical cables were 
run underwater or under the 
riverbed itself. As a result, 
these crossings offer unob-
structed views of the great 

Save the scenic
Rappahannock

The three most important 
words in the single most 
important political document 
ever written are: “We The 
People.” They constitute the 
cornerstone of our democracy 
by establishing that all power 
held by the government 
derives from The People. 
There is no other source of 
governmental power in our 
country.

We The People elect those 
who will represent us. They 
in turn make and implement 
laws, some of which empower 
commercial entities such as 
Dominion Power to operate as 
a monopoly to supply electri-
cal power.

Virginia’s campaign finance 
laws, perhaps the most liberal 
in the country, impose no 
limits on individual or cor-
porate contributions to state 
political campaigns. You read 
that right—no limits. Not 
surprisingly then, Dominion 
Power donates generously to 
the campaigns of those who 
are empowered to oversee 

Usurping power

natural beauty of Virginia’s 
waterways.  

This natural beauty attracts 
some people to visit and others 
to live in the area. Some even 
come to start or expand their 
businesses. The long-term 
economic development plans 
of Middle Peninsula and the 
Northern Neck counties are 
based in large part on preserv-
ing and promoting this natural 
beauty. Dominion’s plan to 
build industrial-style transmis-
sion towers across the Rappah-
annock will destroy the beauty 
of that crossing. This string of 
concrete and steel power lines 
would look right at home along 
the New Jersey Turnpike, but it 
has no place here on the Rap-
pahannock.

Unlike the Potomac, York, 
Pamunkey, Chickahominy and 
Piankatank, which all were 
treated with great respect, the 
Rappahannock is going to get 
the equivalent of an industrial 
slap in the face. This second-
class treatment should offend 
all residents and visitors to this 
area. It is bound to hurt, not 
help, our local economy.

Come on Dominion—quit 
being a corporate bully and 
treat us and our river with 
respect. Don’t spoil one of the 
most beautiful river crossings 
in the Commonwealth. Keep 
the power lines out of sight—
you know how to do it.

and regulate Dominion’s rate 
policy, and therefore its prof-
itability. In fact, Dominion 
has for the past 15 years been 
the top corporate donor to 
Virginia state campaigns. No 
other corporation even comes 
close to matching Dominion’s 
handouts, hence its reputa-
tion for being the “800-pound 
gorilla” of political donors.

Given the apparent symbi-
otic relationship between our 
elected state representatives 
and a powerful, monopolis-
tic corporation like Domin-
ion, all Virginians should 
be concerned about the pro-
posed Dominion construc-
tion projects on the Rappah-
annock and James rivers. In 
both cases, it appears over-
whelming public opposition 
is being brushed aside while 
Dominion pursues it corpo-
rate objectives. Regrettably, 
preserving the irreplaceable 
beauty of the Rappahannock 
and the colonial appearance 
of the James do not appear to 
be among those objectives. In 
both cases, Dominion would 
despoil what is both an aes-
thetic treasure and a vital eco-

As a result of careless proof-
reading on my part, my letter 
in last week’s edition contained 
the word “anthropocentric,” 
referring to the interpretation 
of the world only in human 
terms, rather than the correct 
word “anthropogenic,” mean-
ing caused by humans.

Putting aside the fact that 
both words are breathtakingly 
clunky, I am embarrassed by 
my mistake.

I can only repeat what Lee 
Iaccoca once said after a screw-
up at Ford Motor Company. “It 
happened. It shouldn’t have 
happened. It won’t happen 
again.”

Correction

Lancaster County Republican 
Committee will hold a grand 
opening from 5 to 7 p.m. Tues-
day, September 15, at the party’s 
campaign headquarters, 544 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock.

“We are pleased to open our 
new headquarters at 544 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock, and 
to introduce our Republican 
candidates for local office.  The 
candidates will be available to 
meet voters and answer their 
questions,” said chairman Sue 
Clingan.

Republican candidates 
Robert Cunningham for Com-
monwealth’s Attorney, Pat-
rick McCranie for Sheriff, and 
George E. “Sonny” Thomas for 
Commissioner of the Revenue, 
Jason Bellows for District 3 

supervisor and Shawn Donahue 
for District 4 supervisor will par-
ticipate.

Light refreshments will be 
available during the grand open-
ing, she added.

A general business meeting 
will convene at 7:15 p.m., said 
Clingan.

There will be a discussion 
on the issue of the proposed 
construction of overhead power 
transmission lines next to the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge. 

Del. Margaret Ransone and 
Sen. Ryan McDougle will 
address the meeting and respond 
to questions. James K. Beazley 
of Dominion Virginia Power will 
also speak and respond to ques-
tions.

Republicans to hold
grand opening and
power line discussion

The Lancaster County Branch 
NAACP will meet at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, September 15, at the 
Lancaster Community Library, 
235 School Street, Kilmarnock.

The agenda will include a 
report on America’s Journey for 
Justice, said Lloyd Hill. 

The NAACP, in conjunction 
with labor, civil rights, envi-
ronmental justice, educational 
and faith-based communities, is 
marching from Selma to Wash-
ington D.C., said Hill. 

The march is traveling 
through Alabama, Georgia, 
South Carolina, North Carolina 
and Virginia and will arrive in 
D.C. on September 15, he said. 
The Virginia leg consists of 249 
miles September 8 through 10, 
ending with a rally at Virginia 
Union University in Richmond. 

The more than 800-mile 
journey is an initiative of the 

NAACP president and Chief 
Executive Officer Cornel Wil-
liam Brooks. Marchers from 
around the country have joined 
to demonstrate the need for 
justice and the protection of 
rights of every American, said 
Hill.

“We are also focusing on 
uncorrupted and unfettered 
access to the ballot box, sustain-
able jobs with a living wage and 
equitable public education,” he 
said. 

Among other agenda items, 
the church liaison officers will 
report on their efforts at registra-
tions, and restorations, said Hill.

The Freedom Fund commit-
tee will issue banquet tickets and 
finalize plans for the banquet. 
All members are expected to do 
their part in selling tickets for a 
successful banquet. For tickets, 
call Hill at 577-3356.

Lancaster NAACP to meet

Why should you be elected?
Let us help you get the 

word out to VOTERS about 
your candidacy!

The Rappahannock Record offers
Print  & Online Advertising

Business Cards  •  Flyers  •  Mailers  •  Etc…

Don’t wait… 
Call Sara, Marilyn or Jessica today!

(804) 435-1701

nomic asset to the surround-
ing communities.

James Madison’s gift to all 
Americans—the Constitu-
tion—appears to be imper-
iled. Who wields the ultimate 
power now—We The People 
or Dominion Power?

White Stone
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SHOP LOCAL  |  GETTING INVOLVED

Family and Community Effort
The act of shopping local is not one 

to be enjoyed by a select few. In 
other words, the more the merrier.

Local business owners are 
ready to welcome you with 
open arms. You should do the 
same for them by bringing 
along your friends, family 
members and neighbors on 
your next local shopping trip. 

LIKE FATHER,  
LIKE SON

It’s never too early to pass 
on the values that drive you to 
shop local and support your 
neighbors. The children in 
your life are impressionable.
Make a good impression by 
explaining the importance of 
shopping locally.

They may be future entre-
preneurs, and it’s never too 
early to plant that business 
acumen. Teach them the 
basics of starting a business, 
and introduce them to shop 
owners. Prompt them to ask 
questions about being a busi-
ness owner and then keep 
discussions going even after 
you’ve left the store. 

GIVE BUSINESSES 
IDEAS

Do you have a business 
degree or some kind of training 
in marketing? Why not lend 
your expertise to a small busi-
ness in need of some brand 
improvement. 

Small business owners are 

busy and can run out of time at 
the end of the day to launch an 
email marketing campaign or 
create clever social media con-
tent. 

Helping small businesses 
with activities like this is not 
only a sign of solidarity from a 
veteran businessman or 

woman, but also a great way to 
gain free, intern-like experience 
for college students. 

Build your clips now by offer-
ing to handle all social media 
accounts for a local business 
owner who agrees to put you in 
charge. You’ll be gaining valu-
able hands-on experience that 

will look strong on a resume. 

MAKE IT  
A CONTEST

This year, make shopping a 
contest with your closest 
friends. Start now by tallying up 

how much money you spend 
in local businesses. You can 
even start a blog or spreadsheet 
to track spending. 

At the end of the year, see 
who spent more locally. The 
winner gets treated to a $20 gift 
card to her favorite small busi-
ness. 
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A reminder from your LOCAL newspaper

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland Republican 
and Democratic parties are 
cooperating to put 2015 can-
didates in front of the public.

Frank Kober, Northumber-
land Democratic Party presi-
dent, and George Beckett, 
Northumberland Republi-
can Party vice president, are 
organizing candidate forums 
at 7 p.m. September 15 and 
17 at the Northumberland 
High School auditorium, 201 
Academic Lane, Claraville. 
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m.

The idea to reach across 
the aisle spawned in both 
parties’ membership simul-
taneously and somewhat 
spontaneously.

“I was kind of shocked, 
because I hadn’t heard of it 
before,” Kober said. “I think 
it was kind of a group amen.”

When Kober took his par-
ty’s idea to Beckett, Beckett 
told him he’d been working 
on the same thing.

“We were both working on 
it at the same time without 
the other knowing it,” Beck-
ett said.

 The two sat down to lunch, 
and the candidate forums 
were born.

“It’s the first time we’re 
doing it, so we are feeling 
our way through it,” said 
Beckett.

Both said these bipartisan 
forums are the first of their 
kind in the Northern Neck. 
The cooperation between the 
two since has run sharply 
contrary to the acrimony that 
dominates state and national 
headlines. Kober and Beckett 
say they’ve never had long 
interactions with the other 
before this project, but now 

KILMARNOCK—Three 2015 North-
ern Neck Candidate Forums will be held at 
the Lancaster Middle School Theater, 191 
School Street, Kilmarnock. The forums will 
include question-and-answer sessions with 
local candidates seeking public office in 
Northumberland and Lancaster counties.

All events are free and open to the public, 
reported Lyn Neira. The forums will begin 
at 6:30 p.m.

Candidates will have an opportunity to 
introduce themselves, explain why they 
want the position, share their plans and 
answer questions from the audience. Each 
forum will be moderated by a non-partisan, 

impartial moderator.
On September 22, a forum will be held 

for candidates seeking election to the boards 
of supervisors, as well as Northumberland 
candidates for Clerk of the Circuit Court.

On October 13, a forum will be held for 
candidates seeking election to Sheriff and 
Commonwealth’s Attorney. 

On October 27, a forum will be held for 
candidates seeking election to the school 
boards.

Local students are urged to volunteer for 
small duties or tasks related to the forums to 
help promote a better understanding of their 
civic responsibility and how local govern-

ment operates. They may volunteer through 
their public school contact or their home 
schooling network, said Neira.

The public is invited to ask questions 
of any candidate by submitting them in 
advance to 2015NNForums@gmail.com, 
or by placing them in a basket as they enter 
LMS on the forum nights. 

Voters are urged to attend and meet their 
candidates, hear the issues discussed, and 
become an informed voter on Election Day, 
November 3, said Neira. The 2015 North-
ern Neck Candidate Forums Committee is 
coordinating these events as a public ser-
vice.

L A N C A S T E R — Ke ny a 
Gibson Moody of Lancaster has 
announced her candidacy for the 
Lancaster school board in Dis-
trict 2. 

“I am a native of Lancaster 
County and graduated from Lan-
caster High School in 1993”, said 
Moody. 

She continued her educa-
tion at Hampton University and 
received a bachelor’s in nursing. 
She has practiced as a Registered 
Nurse since 1998, first as a vol-
unteer in Baumholder, Germany.

She worked at Georgetown 
University Hospital in Washing-
ton, D.C., for two years and then 
returned to Lancaster in an effort 
to raise her children near her 
family. 

“However, I had a love for 
the big teaching hospitals so I 
commuted to VCU-MCV Hos-
pitals in Richmond for over 13 
years,” said Moody. “I am cur-
rently the nursing supervisor at 
Riverside Walter Reed Hospital 
in Gloucester, for which I have 
been employed for the past six 
years.” She has received certifica-
tions as a legal nurse consultant, 
after receiving higher education 
from Kaplan College. She also 
has certifications in oncology and 
cardiology. Along with being the 
nursing supervisor at RWRH, she 
also assists with nursing educa-
tion, new nurse mentorship, lead-
ership and motivation. 

Having a passion for children 
and education, she started vol-

Moody campaigns for school board

Kenya Gibson Moody

untering at the  YMCA, working 
with youth in 2004 and volun-
teered there for over nine years, 
she said. 

“My husband and I started a 
mentoring program for at-risk 
youth and that organization has 
been growing over the past five 
years,” said Moody. She also is 
on the parent auxiliary board at 

advocate for children with dis-
abilities.

 “I have become a spokesper-
son for many families with chil-
dren whom feel as though their 
voices go unheard,” she said. 
She also volunteers and takes the 
youth annually on college tours, 
college basketball and football 
games, and other trips. “I often 
take children of our community 
to church in an effort to intro-
duce and  receive education and 
knowledge of God,” said Moody. 
“I am a member of Willie Chapel 
Baptist Church in Merry Point.”

She is married to Corey 
Moody Sr. and together they 
have six children; three who are 
currently enrolled in Lancaster 
schools, and four grandchildren. 
Her parents, Faye Foote and 
Reginald Gibson are both alumni 
of Lancaster High School. “I 
have a host of family that cur-
rently attends Lancaster public 
schools,” added Moody.

“In 1993, I graduated from 
the very best high school in the 
Northern Neck,” she said. “At 
that time, Lancaster County 
Schools were the pillar of all 
schools. Our teachers loved us, 
administration led by example, 
and the community support was 
phenomenal.”

“Lancaster County was more 
than a community, we were 
family. I am running for the 
school board as a service for my 
community, to assist in the edu-
cation, motivation, esteem, and 
integrity of our youth. It is my 
goal that all children receive the 
best education in an effort to be 
competitive in their next level of 
life; to shape leaders.”

“If elected to serve on the 
school board, I will assist the 
superintendent by attempting to 
excel Lancaster School Systems 
in technology, science and math 
while being financially responsi-
ble. I dare not act as though I have 
all the answers, but if elected, I 
will do my very best, with your 
support, advice and opinions,” 
she said. 

Three candidate forums slated at Lancaster Middle School 

Republicans, Democrats come
together for candidate forums
in Northumberland County

Forum schedules
September 15: Countywide offices

Thomas Bingham.

September 17: District offices

School board

District 4, Allen W. Garland Jr. and Betty B. Christopher.
District 5, Gayle Haynie Sterrett and Richard P. Saxer.

by Renss Greene

speak highly of each other, 
and in person even get in 
some good-natured ribbing.

“I’ve found that they’re 
trying to do the same thing 
we are, which is to inform the 
voters so that they can make 
an educated decision, and 
also to give people who are 
running for office an oppor-
tunity to tell the people who 
they are and what they stand 
for,” Beckett said.

“It’s really kind of nice, for 
a change,” Kober agreed. “We 
both see the value of this. 
We’re not trying to get any-
thing out of it. And each of us 
consider the other to be hon-
orable, in that fact that we’re 
not trying to get any kind of 
advantage over one another 
with it.”

Both also hope this will 
open the door to future coop-
eration on issues like voter 
registration or increasing 
rescue squad volunteerism.

“He’s not going to change 
my views, and I’m not going 
to change his, but we can 
work together,” Kober said. 
“Maybe this will lead to 
something like how can we 

make the schools better, or 
how can we make sure that 
crimefighting is better.”

At press time, Kober said 
that all but two candidates had 
confirmed they will attend 
the candidate forums. Only 
school board district 1 candi-
date Dana O’Bier and North-
ern Neck Soil and Water Con-
servation District director 
Robert G. VanLandingham, 
have not yet replied to a letter 
sent out to all candidates, but 
Kober said he will try to con-
tact them by phone.


