
LANCASTER—Lancaster’s three 
public schools are expecting 1,249 stu-
dents to walk through the doors Tues-
day as a new school year begins.

At Lancaster Primary School (LPS), 
420 children are pre-registered for pre-
school through third grade. Lancaster 
Middle School (LMS) plans on 444 
students for grades four through eight, 
and the Lancaster High School (LHS) 
guidance office estimates 385 students 
will report for grades nine through 12. 

“The past year has given us some 
valuable data on where to focus our 
resources throughout the division,” said 
superintendent Steve Parker. “Without 
a doubt, that focus has to be on literacy. 
We will be implementing scaffolded 
supports at each school to improve 
reading, writing and communication 
skills for all of our students. While we 
are pleased with the growth in achieve-
ment, we certainly have a ways to go to 
distinguish ourselves as a model school 
division, and that remains our vision.” 

 Parker gathered a group of school 
officials and citizens this summer to 
plan and implement improvements 
in the school system, academics and 
within the community as part of a five-
year strategic plan. 

“I am pleased with the work that’s 
been accomplished so far, and look 
forward to having a recommended plan 
to the board in the next month,” said 
Parker.

SOL and accreditation
While the schools showed growth 

in most subjects, accreditation status 
will not be known until results are 
announced, possibly in October, said 
Parker. 

“We raised our reading pass rate in 
the third grade by nearly 11 percentage 
points. Here’s the irony—even with that 
growth in reading, under the current 
accreditation standards our primary 
school would not be fully accredited 
but has met all of its federal annual 
measurable objectives. Our middle 
school, which had previously not met 
benchmarks in any subject, has shown 
phenomenal growth,” he said.

Improvement is needed in English 
and math at LHS and math at LPS.

The state board of education and the 
state superintendent are expected to 
make a decision on taking significant 
growth into consideration, which could 
change the status of Lancaster schools, 
Parker noted.

“Of course we would like for all 
of our schools to be fully accredited 

immediately, but change takes time. I 
am very pleased with the growth we 
have seen in student achievement, and I 
look for considerably more growth this 
year as we begin to address some of the 
underlying issues hindering learning for 
our students,” he said.

LPS
Some of the new things occurring 

at Lancaster Primary School begin 
with a new principal. Announcing the 
appointment of Mike Daddario as prin-
cipal last spring, Parker said the former 
LMS principal’s strengths would be 
extremely beneficial in moving the pri-
mary school forward.

“He is instructionally very sound at 
a point in children’s education that is so 
critical for their future academic suc-
cess,” said Parker. “His strengths are in 
instructional practices and intervention 
for kids that are struggling. He is a team 
builder who will bring unity and soli-
darity to a singular purpose.”

Daddario has wasted no time in pro-
moting a new behavioral program that 
students are sure to love—the River-
dogs.

“Our PBIS committee (Positive 
Behavior Intervention Support) has 
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NEWPORT NEWS—The Vir-
ginia Marine Resources Com-
mission (VMRC) on August 25 
approved a limited entry policy for 
oyster hand scrapes and dredges, 
which will take about half of the 
current license holders for those 
gears out of the state’s public oyster 
fishery.

The policy will eliminate oys-
termen with licenses who either 
did not report any harvest or who 
worked less than 20 days in the 
2013-14 or the 2014-15 seasons. 
The reason they selected those sea-
sons is because they were the best 
harvest years on public grounds in 
25 years and had the best manda-
tory reporting system, said oyster 
replenishment program manager Dr. 
Jim Wesson

“If an oysterman did not report a 
harvest or worked only 20 days in 
either of those years, they were not 
but so serious about it,” said Wesson.

Th executive director of the Shell-
fish Growers of Virginia, Mike Oes-
terling, said with the come back of 

Virginia oysters, there has been a 
“gold rush mentality with guys . . . 
jumping into the fishery to make a 
few dollars at the beginning of the 
season, then getting out, getting the 
gravy and leaving the pickin’s for 
those serious watermen who stick it 
out for the rest of the season.”

VMRC officials are predicting the 
upcoming public oyster season har-
vest to be 65% of what it was last 
year. They based this on research 
that revealed a poor spawn year for 
the 2015-16 season.

There are 1,144 hand scrape (22”-
wide dredge) license holders, said 
Wesson. With the new limited entry 
ruling there will be 571. There are 
685 dredge (4-foot wide) license 
holders and the ruling will cut that 
to 206. The 4-foot dredge is only 
allowed on public oyster grounds in 
Tangier and Pocomoke sounds. The 
new limited entry ruling does not 
impact the use of hand oyster tongs 
or those who oyster on public rock 
with patent oyster tongs.

“It’s still a lot of effort and we have 
not gotten to where we want to be,” 
said Wesson. “We’ve been trying to 

IRVINGTON—Addressing a stake-
holders meeting on August 25, Domin-
ion Virginia Power representatives 
indicated that discussing alternatives 
to its proposed overhead power lines 
spanning the Rappahannock River 
near the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge is “not a realistic outcome.”

“Realistically, I don’t necessarily 
know if there’s much to talk about,” 
said project communications manager 
Greg Mathe. “We have all the permits 
approved for an overhead transmis-
sion line. The cost is not something 
that Dominion is willing to put on the 
backs of other ratepayers for a three to 
five times more expensive line. We’re 
talking through the construction pro-
cess right now.”

Mathe reiterated the utility’s argu-
ments for the project at the meeting, 
which brought together government 
and community organizations from 
both sides of the river at the Tides 
Inn. He pointed to the higher cost and 
shorter lifespan of underground lines. 
The project will replace the current 
seven footings and 14 bridge attach-
ments with 10 concrete and steel 
towers next to and higher than the 
bridge.

Lancaster County board of super-
visors chairman Jason Bellows, who 
organized the meeting, said the pro-
cess of designing and approving the 
new towers was “completely un-trans-
parent” and excluded local govern-
ment.

Bellows said this type of community 
meeting should have taken place at the 
beginning of the project.

“We should have had all the commu-
nities who were going to be affected at 
the table as decision makers planning 
this together,” Bellows said. “When 
Dominion showed up to the board of 
supervisors in May, when it really got 
onto our radar, they showed up and 
said ‘here it is, hope you like it.’”

Others disputed Dominion’s claim 
that the company notified residents 
near the bridge.

“Something must have gotten past 
me, because of the 12 homes on High 
Bank, only one person, who happened 
to be our president who lives in Rich-
mond, received the notice,” said Hilda 
Page. High Bank is a residential area 
overlooking the bridge from the Lan-

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervisors 
last week filed an appeal chal-
lenging the Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission 
(VMRC) decision to allow 
Dominion Virginia Power to 
replace the overhead transmis-
sion power line across the Rap-
pahannock River.  

The notice of appeal, filed in 
Lancaster County Circuit Court 
August 25, restates the county’s 
support for installation of a 
new underwater transmission 
line instead, as was done on 
other rivers in the state.  

Board chairman Jason Bel-
lows said the action should 
stop Dominion Power from 
proceeding until the appeal 
receives judicial review.

“If Dominion Power pro-
ceeds with construction of 
these looming towers—taller 
than the bridge itself—it will 
despoil one of the Common-
wealth’s most valuable eco-
nomic assets,” Bellows stated. 

“We all want to ensure reli-
able access to electricity for 
the Middle Peninsula and 
Northern Neck,” he continued. 
“However, we must do so in a 
way that does not sacrifice one 
of our most treasured assets. 
The unobstructed views both of 
the bridge and from the bridge 
belong to all Virginians. They 
are both an aesthetic asset and 
an economic asset to our com-
munity. They do not belong to 
Dominion Power.”

After a morning of team-building exercises, Lancaster’s new public school teachers were treated to 
lunch recently at the Tides Inn by general manager Gordon Slatford. From left are (front row) Nicole 
Motillo, Sarah Hastings, Tish Scott, Stacey Canter, Sandra Kidd, Glenda Bryant and Keith Forrest; (next 
row) Thirza Trant, Judy Emanuel, Heather Rice, Gretchen Sproat, Becca Sterrett, Catherine Serchen 
and Slatford; (next row) Tiffany Harding, Sandra Cavey, Jessica Lindberg, Denise Hasse-Bushong and 
instructional coordinator Anna Kellum; (next row) superintendent Steve Parker, William Saunders, Bill 
Romesburg, Nick Greer, Jonathon Nelson and Michael Bannan.

Lancaster schools to focus on literacy

Oyster harvesters perform their dredging choreography.

encourage Maryland to cut back on 
part-timers. We are both out of con-
trol (with the number of oystermen 
in the fishery) and it would have 
been easier (for us) if both states 

had been working together.”
The oyster season opens in Octo-

ber, but the limited entry policy 
does not go into effect until Janu-
ary 1, 2016. VMRC also approved 

a four-day season from October to 
December and will return to five 
days after January 1. The 8 bushel 
per man, 24 bushel per boat daily 
catch limit remains in force.

VMRC action will limit ‘gold rush mentality’ among some oystermen
by Larry S. Chowning

Dominion: Underwater 
power lines ‘not realistic’

County appeals
VMRC decision

by Audrey Thomasson

by Renss Greene

caster side.
Lancaster County administrator 

Frank Pleva admitted that Dominion 
representatives had met with county 
staff in May, but said information at 
that time was very vague, and that 
additional meetings were promised 
which never happened. At that time, 

by Audrey Thomasson

DOMINION, continued on page A2LANCASTER, continued on page A2
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created a new identity for LPS.  
We are excited to announce that 
we are now the Riverdogs,” said 
Daddario. “DOGS—Do your 
best, Obey rules, Give respect, 
Show responsibility. The com-
mittee has created rules and pro-
cedure charts that are based on 
our ‘DOGS’ anchor that explain 
our expectations for various 
locations in our building.”

Whether in the cafeteria, 
classroom, bus, hallways, bath-
room, or playground, students 
can earn “DOGS” tickets when 
they exhibit behaviors that meet 
school expectations. The tickets 
can then be traded in for special 
prizes.

Good behavior translates to a 
better learning environment, he 
said. 

“There will be a renewed 
focus on literacy. Students will 
be instructed in reading at their 
instructional level and reading 
and writing will be incorporated 
across all content areas,” he said.  

LOTTSBURG—Northum-
berland school superintendent 
Dr. Rebecca Gates said Nor-
thumberland schools are stay-
ing the course with the new 
academic year.

“We just want to continue 
to increase the number of 
advanced diplomas,” Gates 
said. “Our governor’s school is 
up to 20 students. We want to 
just continue to move forward 
with the direction that things 
are going and that I’m very 
excited about.”

The school system will this 
year experiment with busing 
all grade levels together to save 
on time and money. The school 
system also has purchased two 
new buses ahead of its original 
schedule. The buses come with 
more cameras on the inside 
as well as cameras on the out-

side to capture people passing 
stopped buses. The board of 
supervisors recently passed a 
change in county code allowing 
the county to use those images 
to levy a $250 fine against per-
petrators. In addition, all school 
district cars used to transport 
students are now equipped with 
cameras and GPS.

Both the high school and 
elementary school will be fully 
accredited this year.

“The elementary school 
made every one of the federal 
benchmarks, which is quite a 
feat, except for special educa-
tion in reading, and our high 
school made all the federal 
benchmarks,” Gates said, “and 
we’re very excited about our on-
time graduation rate of 98%.”

The middle school, which 
missed accreditation by six-
tenths of a percent, may be 
accredited this year under new 

rules being developed at the 
state level, which Gates said 
will allow different levels and 
options for accreditation for 
near misses like NMS.

Students at the elementary 
school will be greeted with a 
completely new gym floor and 
repainted gym this year. The 
previous carpeted floor has 
been replaced with an imita-
tion wood floor, providing more 
practice space for middle and 
high school athletic teams.

The alternative education 
program will no longer bus 
students to the regional alter-
native education program at 
the Northern Neck Technical 
Center in Warsaw. The program 
will now be held at the high 
school from 4 to 7 p.m. The 
alternative education program 
serves students who have been 
pulled from regular classes for 
behavioral problems.

Northumberland’s new public school faculty members reported for orientation last 
week. From left are (front row) Lenore Marque, Sarah Ganrude, Molly Frazier, Shauna 
McCranie and Dawn Seto; (next row) Shanita Curry, Jessica Rill, Jasmine Burrell, 
Shae Rhodes, Holly Rynard, Tia Felton, Marcus Cutler and Michael Baker; (next row) 
Sterling Harris, Zachary Moore, Howard Aderholt and Dale Harter.

From left are Lancaster Middle school principal Jessica 
Davis and vice principal Brian Hahn.

Lancaster Primary School 
principal Mike Daddario

Lancaster schools
continued from page A1

“Students will be placed into a 
reading program based on pre-
assessments that will be given in 
the beginning of the year.”

Students may begin arriving 
for school at 8 a.m. and they must 
be in their seats at 8:25 a.m. Dis-
missal will be at 3:05 p.m. 

LMS
LMS students also will be 

greeted with new leadership. 
Jessica Davis is stepping up 
from vice principal to princi-
pal and will be joined by Brian 
Hahn as vice principal. 

Hahn joins LMS from Nor-
thumberland High School where 
he was special education teacher 
and head football and assistant 
baseball coach. 

“We are placing a strong 
emphasis on infusing literacy 
into all content areas, not just in 
reading class,” said Davis. “In 
math, science, history and 
expanded core classrooms stu-
dents will be learning vocabu-
lary, writing, and reading text 
about the content. We want all 
of our students to be successful 
readers! Along with develop-
ing reading skills, LMS wants 
to motivate and reward students 
as they find success. As students 
read and gain comprehension, 
they will have the opportunity 
to earn invites to special celebra-
tions and privileges.”  

“We will continue on the 
path of providing educational 
opportunities to help all students 
become successful and be well 
prepared for their future. The 
school currently operates on 
block scheduling.

“We want our school and 
school system to be the best. We 
want our students and families 
to wear our colors with pride. 
We want our students to be con-
fident, take ownership in their 
learning and to work hard,” she 
said.

Opening bell is at 8 a.m. and 
dismissal will begin at 3:10 p.m.

LHS
LHS is initiating block sched-

uling.
“We have been extremely busy 

and working long hours into the 
night to prepare our school for 
new and exciting things for the 
upcoming school year,” said 
principal Erskine Morgan. 

Block scheduling “will give 
our students four classes of 90 
minutes each instead of having 
seven classes of 52 minutes 
each. This will give them more 
time in their classes and the 
teachers will have additional 
time to differentiate the lessons 

they teach,” he said.
For the second semester, stu-

dents will take four new classes, 
giving them an extra “block” 
to make up a poor grade by re-
taking the class or signing up for 
elective courses.

“Our main focus is on liter-
acy,” he stressed.

Two special reading programs 
will help every student with 
reading and comprehension, 
including special education stu-
dents, he added.

“We will make a total push 
to see that no student is left out 
when it comes to being able 
to read, because reading has a 
direct correlation between our 
test scores and the student’s 
opportunity for gainful employ-
ment in the future,” said Morgan.

“We made some very good 
strides this year with improved 
scores in SOLs for earth sci-
ence, biology, chemistry, algebra 
II and geometry. Algebra 1, as 
with many high schools across 
the state, seems to be our Achil-
les heel...because some students 
have difficulty reading and 
understanding the word prob-
lems on math tests. This is why 
our new corrective reading pro-
grams are so important,” he said.

Morgan praised the successes 
of students attending Governor’s 
School and those taking advan-
tage of dual enrollment through 
Rappahannock Community Col-
lege. 

“We have some new, exciting 
teachers who will bring great 
experiences and some added 
value to our school system,” he 
said. Three new math teachers 
and a math specialist who will 
also tutor have been added to 
the school’s math department. 
Also, an intern from University 
of Virginia will advise seniors on 
college.

Morgan’s goals include regain-
ing full accreditation, improving 
reading skills, and seeing all 
seniors graduate and attend col-
lege, vocational school, enlist in 
the armed services or become 
gainfully employed.

“I want the community to see 
the improvements we have made 
in the climate of our school, the 
discipline and courtesy that our 
students present, the dedication 
of our teachers and staff, the 
improved security and cleanli-
ness of our buildings, and the 
positive attitude that we express 
every day by showing our Red 
Devil pride,” said Morgan.

Students may arrive for break-
fast at 7:55 a.m. The first block 
will begin at 8:15 a.m. The fourth 
block will end at 3:10 p.m. Buses 

School bus routes, C6 Northumberland ninth-grade English teacher Sean Lewis stocks up on paper and 
notebooks for the new school year. Northumberland gave teachers $25 Walmart 
gift cards to purchase classroom school supplies and bused them to the Kilmarnock 
Walmart. Photo by Renss Greene

Northumberland superintendent
wants schools to ‘move forward’

by Renss Greene

there were no conceptual draw-
ings available.

“At the time it was concep-
tual engineering and it wouldn’t 
have done justice to take a 
picture of something that was 
already in flux,” Mathe said. 
“We fully disclosed that it 
would be an overhead line.”

Mathe said schematics of the 
structures were available in the 
115-page joint permit applica-
tion on Dominion’s website. As 
of press time, that application 

is still available on Dominion’s 
web pages.

“Moving into the VMRC per-
mitting process, I feel like there 
was enough information to get 
an idea of what the line would 
look like,” Mathe said.

Artist renderings of the 
towers next to the bridge, which 
have also been at issue in this 
debate, were not available until 
days before the project’s hearing 
at the VMRC.

“We followed the permitting 
application,” Mathe said. “They 
don’t require visual impacts. 
We filled out the application to 
its fullest. We followed the rules 
and regulations involved.”

“The view that you didn’t 
show was the view from the 
bridge,” said Carl Smith, presi-
dent of the Dymer Creek Envi-
ronmental Preservation Asso-
ciation. “The view that you did 
show was the view from five 
miles upriver, from fives miles 

out to the bay, but not the one 
that twenty-some-thousand 
people will see every day. This 
is the view that’s going to char-
acterize our region, and you’re 
taking that from us. That’s what 
this amounts to: A taking.”

“We made a conscious deci-
sion not to take that picture 
because of safety reasons,” 
Mathe explained earlier in the 
meeting. “We didn’t have a way 
to close down the bridge to get 
our photographer on the bridge 
to take that kind of picture.”

“Dominion is a business,” 
said Joy Gwaltney. “They’ve 
got a bottom line. That may be 
our Jordan, but it’s just water to 
Dominion.”

Bellows closed the meeting 
saying the community “wants 
to work with” Dominion.

“Is Dominion listening?” he 
asked. “I certainly hope that 
they are, and that they’re willing 
to come to the table.”

Dominion
continued from page A1

WHITE STONE—Grant 
updates will highlight the White 
Stone Town Council meeting 
tonight, September 3. The meet-
ing will begin at 7 p.m. in the 
Town Office, 433 Rappahannock 
Drive, White Stone. 

Town manager Patrick Frere 
noted there are no public hearings 
or action items on the agenda. 
Instead, he will report on two 
Community Development Block 
Grants, one for residential and 
sewer improvements and another 
for commercial revitalization.

White Stone recently received 
a $1.4 million grant with a letter 
of intent for a comprehensive 
project including housing reha-
bilitation and a public sewer 
system.  Frere will discuss with 
council the conditions that need 
to be met to receive the funding. 

The Agenda
Local Government News

NORTHUMBERLAND—
The Northumberland board of 
supervisors will hold two public 
hearings Thursday, September 
10.

The board will meet at 5 p.m. 
in the Northumberland Courts 
Building, 39 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville.

Beginning at 7 p.m., the board 
will accept comments on propos-
als from:

13-foot-wide alley which runs 
through her property on Fleeton 
Wharf road. 

Inc. to construct a six-slip com-
mercial pier to provide boat 
mooring for restaurant patrons at 
Tommy’s Restaurant on Cockrell 
Creek at 729 Main Street, Reed-
ville. 

on Monday, September 14, will 
hold a public hearing on a request 
from ICN Enterprises LLC to 
rezone property at South Main 
Street and Claybrook Avenue 
from medium density residential 
to general commercial use. 

The commission will convene 
at 6 p.m. in the Town Hall, 1 

The commission also will 
continue its discussion regarding 
mobile vendors in the Steptoe 
Overlay District and consider two 
applications to join the planning 
commission.
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How do you hide the truth? Dominion Power has done it. It plans to install new, 180-ft 

towers across the Rappahannock River at Norris Bridge by the fiction “replace aging 

infrastructure”  The counties and local residents have been blindsided: they have had no 

voice in the details, development, or approval of the plan.

Their purpose has been to conceal the true impact on our most visible and valuable 

asset—our coastal attraction to tourists and residents. Transmission towers will destroy the 

peerless view of the broad Rappahannock and the Chesapeake Bay.

 Del. Ransone (804-472-4181, 

DelMRansone@house.virginia.gov), Del. Hodges (804-277-9801, 

DelKHodges@house.virginia.gov), Sen. McDougle (804-658-7504, 

district04@sov.state.va.us), and Gov. McAuliffe (804-786-2211).

L A N C A S T E R — J u d g e 
Harry T. Taliaferro III on 
August 31 set sentencing for 

of killing and hiding the body 
of Claudine J. Gifford, for 9 
a.m. December 4. Sentencing 
will take place in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court.

August 4 of second degree 
murder and concealment of a 
body by a jury in Spotsylvania 
County Circuit Court. The jury 
recommended the maximum 
sentence of 45 year years.

Gifford was last seen with 

Point Marina July 6, 2014. 
Her body was never recovered, 
however, the authorities con-
tinue to follow up on possible 
leads to its location.

Judge Taliaferro also set a 
trial date for a second unrelated 

of felony aggravated malicious 
wounding and assault and bat-

Northumberland Sheriff Chuck Wilkins this week 
reported charges against seven individuals.

Felonies
Roger Nicholas Roberts, 24, of Callao was charged August 26 

with strangulation and abduction by force. These were Northum-
berland County charges served by Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Wayne Martell Woods, 31, of Lancaster was charged August 
28 with assault and battery, third offense, on a family member.

Misdemeanors
An Irvington man, 43, was charged August 25 with driving 

under the influence of alcohol, reckless driving and failing to 
drive on the right side of the road.

A Heathsville man, 38, was charged August 27 with a capias/
attachment of the body from the Northumberland County Juve-
nile and Domestic Relations Court for failing to pay child sup-
port. He was served by the Hanover County Sheriff’s Office.

A Heathsville woman, 30, was charged August 28 with driving 
a motor vehicle with a suspended/revoked drivers license, third 
offense.

A Lottsburg man, 28, was charged August 30 with petit lar-
ceny of a bottle of liquor from the Virginia ABC store in Callao.

A Heathsville woman, 24, was charged August 30 with failing 
to appear in the Virginia Beach General District Court.

Rappahannock Pistol and Rifle 
Club will offer the crime pre-
vention and personal safety 
seminar “Refuse To Be A 
Victim” on September 19 and 
November 7.

Both sessions will be con-
ducted from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at Lancaster Community 
Library, 235 School Street, 

Refuse To Be A Victim was 
developed by the National 
Rifle Association in 1996 
in response to nationwide 
requests for crime prevention 
seminars, reported instruc-
tor Bob Heller. Members of 
the law enforcement commu-
nity across the country have 
endorsed the program, which 
is appropriate for teenagers 

and up. Refuse To Be A Victim 
is not a firearms-related pro-
gram.

Topics address personal 
safety in the home, automobile, 
and public places, while also 
addressing telephone, techno-
logical and travel security, said 
Heller. Seminar participants 
are presented with a variety of 
common-sense crime preven-
tion and personal safety strat-
egies and provided a display 
of devices they may integrate 
into their daily lives to improve 
their personal security.

The fee is $35, which 
includes all program materials 
and light refreshments. Pre-
registration is required. Visit 
refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-be-a-
victim.aspx, or rprclub.com/
pages/RTBAV.html.

Kessler sentencing
date set December 4;
to stand trial on assault
charges in January 2016

The Honorable
 Harry T. Taliaferro III

by Audrey Thomasson

tery stemming from an alterca-
tion with a couple at the same 
bar on July 19, 2014. That trial 
is set for January 4, 5 and 6, 
2016. 

Defense was granted a 
change of venue. A location 
has not been determined for 
the second trial. 

SHERIFF’S REPORT

Two upcoming sessions address
crime prevention, personal safety

LANCASTER—Supervi-
sors last week awarded Bay 
Design Group an $18,000 
contract to design a public 
boat ramp at Windmill Point 
Marina. 

In addition, supervisors 
approved using the engineering 
firms of Bay Design of Glenns 
and Resource International 
Ltd. of Ashland for additional 
projects on an “as needed” 
basis. 

According to county admin-
istrator Frank Pleva, Bill 
Burton of Bay Design will 
begin designing structural, 
mechanical, civil, electrical 
and geotechnical, survey-
ing and other services for 
the public access boat ramp. 
The county recently received 
$150,000 in grant funding for 
the project. 

“We expect the ramp to be 
operational by sometime next 
summer,” Pleva reported.

Chairman Jason Bellows 
pushed to have the ramp com-
pleted by Memorial Day 2016. 
His motion passed, 5-0.

Other action
Supervisors also unani-

mously awarded an $847,980 
contract to Franklin Mechani-
cal, the only bidder, for instal-
lation of a low-pressure sewer 
system in the Greentown/Gas-
kins roads area. Construction 
is expected to begin in mid-
September and be completed 
at the end of April 2016.

“This is 25% less than the 
project’s construction cost 
estimate of $1.13 million in 
the engineer report,” Pleva 
reported.

By a 5-0 vote, the board 
approved a change order of 
$70,204.84 for upgrades to the 
emergency 911 radio system. 
The changes will provide addi-
tional radio consoles for dis-
patchers and increase capabil-
ity to interface with surround-
ing counties. Also included is 
an increase in the height of the 
tower in Ottoman by 20 feet, 
to 195 feet, and school radios 
will be upgraded to the latest 
models.

When completed, the cost for 
all the upgrades in the county’s 

LANCASTER—The Virginia 
Department of Transportation 
is set to pay up to $400,000 to 
bring back the left turn lane on 
James Jones Memorial Highway 
at North Main Street adjacent to 
Walgreens. The road is an alter-
nate route for trucks.

VDOT removed the left 
turn lane in 2014 when trucks 
traveling south on Main Street 
were unable to make the right 
turn onto James Jones without 
running over the curb and also 
encroaching into the left turn 
lane due to the corner’s tight 
radius, said VDOT representa-
tive David Brown.  

The estimated costs include 
curb and gutter relocation, 
pavement work, re-lining 
lanes, relocating the Walgreens 
sign, and moving signal heads 

Traffic engineers redesign North Main Street intersection
by Audrey Thomasson to line up with the new left-

hand lane, Brown told supervi-
sors last week.

Several years ago, town offi-
cials requested through truck 
traffic to be rerouted around 
the downtown business sec-
tion for safety and aesthetics 
purposes. At the time, the engi-
neering study of the intersec-
tion did not identify the radius 
needs of big rig trucks, Brown 
explained.

expected to cover some of the 
costs. Additional funding will 
be through VDOT’s secondary 
six-year plan. Brown noted the 
project is at least a year away 
from starting.

Brown said costs to make the 
changes in 2014 were $9,900 
which included pavement 
markings, traffic signal modifi-
cations and sign installations at 

the intersection.
Norris Bridge

Supervisors also questioned 
Brown about plans for replac-
ing the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge.

While he couldn’t give a 
definitive answer based on the 
excessive funding needs to 
replace it, Brown said, “The 
Norris bridge is a component 
of our major bridge structure 
in Virginia...We may have to 

reduce posting to ‘restrictive’ 
for weight limits in the future.”

“It will take $15 million to 
finish painting it,” said board 
chairman Jason Bellows.

District 1 supervisor Butch 
Jenkins noted the bridge was 
named for the man who secured 
the funding to build it. “Norris 
was the chairman of the finance 
committee,” which was all that 
was needed to make the bridge 
happen, he said.

Supervisors award design
contract for public boat ramp

by Audrey Thomasson emergency communications 
systems will be $2,019,720.14.

Supervisors unanimously 
approved a rollover of some 
$26,000 from last year’s school 
budget textbook category into 
the new fiscal year. Superin-
tendent Steve Parker earlier 
had requested the ability to roll 
over textbook funding to create 
more purchasing power by 
buying more books and educa-
tional materials at one time.

The General Assembly 
approved carry-over of text-
book funding between fiscal 
years in the 2015 session.

The board also authorized 
contract buyers John and 
Rennie Dutton to enlarge an 
existing residential structure 
on a 6.3-acre parcel at 176 

property is currently owned by 
Preservation Virginia.
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Wildest Dreams Boutique
Women’s Fashion Clothing

702  Jessie  DuPont  Hwy. • Burgess, VA • 804-453-9453

Weekend Sale
Pick from our special discount jar!

It can be used on Summer Sale items 

or new Fall items

CLOSED Monday

Irvington Farmers Market is this Sat. Sept. 3rd 
(Last week’s ad was incorrect)

IRVINGTON—Some 70 
nonprofits serving Lancaster, 
Northumberland and Middle-
sex counties will take part in 
the 2015 Amazing Raise, from 
6 a.m. September 16 to 6 p.m. 
September 17.

The Amazing Raise is a two-
day online giving event hosted 
by The Community Foundation 
Serving Richmond and Central 
Virginia and its regional affili-
ates, including River Coun-
ties Community Foundation 
(RCCF), reported regional 
grants management associate 
Leslie Franklin. 

The event is designed to 
inspire and grow philanthropy 
by raising as much money as 
possible for local organizations, 
said Franklin. Giving during 
The Amazing Raise helps the 
organizations win additional 

incentive prizes ranging from 
$500 to $15,000.

“Last year, through The 
Amazing Raise, over $73,000 
was raised for organizations 
serving the three counties in 
just 36 hours. That was part 
of the combined $1.7 million 
raised for the Greater Rich-
mond area, Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula,” said RCCF 
advisory board chairman Susan 
Pittman.

“Gifts can be as small as 
$25, which gives everyone the 
opportunity to make a differ-
ence,” said Pittman.

The event brings in local 
donors and through its online 
platform, donations from across 
the nation and around the world 
as well, said Franklin.

Regional director Margaret 
Nost and Franklin, with The 

Community Foundation Serv-
ing Richmond and Central 
Virginia, are eager to see the 
community come together in 
a collective way, to bolster the 
amazing work being done.  

“The event allows donors and 
the foundation to collectively 
support our nonprofits through 
one fun event, both through 
donations and prizes. Founda-
tion grants are able to reach 
many, but not all organizations, 
and so this is an additional way 
we reach out to support strong 
and eligible nonprofits,” said 
Franklin.   

During the 36 hours, go to 
TheAmazingRaise.org, choose 
a local organization and  make 
a donation. The theme is  “Be 
Vocal. Give Local.” 

For assistance, contact RCCF 
at 438-9414. 

RICHMOND—Organiza-
tions in the regions served by 
Dominion are invited to apply 
for grants of up to $50,000 
each for programs that provide 
essential community services 
in areas of housing, food secu-
rity, medicine and medical ser-
vices.

Dominion’s philanthropic 
arm, the Dominion Foundation, 
has pledged to provide grants 
totaling $1 million for eligible 
programs meeting these criti-
cal community needs.

“Dominion’s long commit-
ment to charitable initiatives 
has one goal: to serve and 
strengthen the communities in 
which we work and live,” said 
Hunter A. Applewhite, presi-
dent of the Dominion Founda-
tion. “These grants will fund 
programs that create greater 
stability and well-being for 
many people by providing 
nutritious food, shelter and 
access to medicine and medi-
cal services.”

The Dominion Foundation 
is dedicated to improving the 
physical, social and economic 
well-being of the communities 
served by Dominion compa-
nies, including Dominion Vir-
ginia/North Carolina Power, 
Dominion East Ohio, Domin-
ion Transmission, Dominion 
Hope, Dominion Carolina Gas 
Transmission and Millstone 
Power Station in Connecticut. 
Dominion Foundation grants 
are funded by shareholder dol-
lars and not borne by custom-
ers.

Eligible organizations in 

IRVINGTON—The U.S. Air Force Heritage of America Band 
presented a concert August 25 on the Irvington Commons. The 
performance marked the band’s 25th visit to Irvington.

“This year’s concert was the perfect late summer entertain-
ment, combining the musical talents of one of the top-rated mili-
tary bands in the country, a beautiful setting, perfect weather and 
a very appreciative audience,” said Dermot McNulty, who heads 
up the all-volunteer Irvington Village Improvement Association, 
organizers of the concert.

Several large groups set up around the perimeter of the Com-
mons, including volunteers from the Steamboat Era Museum, the 
Rappahannock River Yacht Club, and a 50-strong contingent 
from Campbell Memorial Presbyterian Church in Weems. Ches-
apeake Bank again distributed free hot dogs, chips, soft drinks 
and cupcakes. 

Shoreline planting discussion
The  Northern Neck Master Gardeners’ Shoreline Evaluation Team on August 28 
presented “Shoreline Plants for Beach and Bank” at the Northumberland Public 
Library in Heathsville. Presenters were Sue Lindsey and Jackie Ferriter. 

Ziegler of the Gardeners 
Workshop in Newport News 
was the guest speaker at the 
August meeting of the Rappa-
hannock Garden Club. 

Ziegler covered topics from 
her new book, Cool Flowers, 
focusing on planting flow-
ers for the cooler months, 
reported publicity chairman 
Margie Redlin. The concept is 
to plant now for early spring 
blooms. 

Ziegler instructed members 
to place cool season flower 
and vegetable seeds in soil six 
to eight weeks before the first 
frost. The seeds will germi-
nate and then must be thinned 
out. Root development will 
allow the plant to survive the 
winter. In the spring, you will 
have a head start with your 
plants. Some seeds are better 
to sow directly in the soil 
while others preform better 

Annual Amazing Raise
extends giving opportunities

Bluegrass floats along the river
Rappahannock Crossing on August 29 shared vocal harmonies and string melodies of 
their favorite bluegrass, gospel and original songs with the Music by the River crowd 

season for the popular family concert series produced by the Friends of Belle Isle with 

civic organizations and the Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts. From left are Doug 
Cherrington, Curtis Brizendine, Mike Nicely, Randy Crittenden and Dickie Cannon. 
Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Dominion Foundation issues call
for critical needs grant proposals

targeted areas of Connecticut, 
Maryland, New York, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina, 
Virginia, West Virginia and 
other areas within Dominion’s 
footprint are urged to apply. 
On-line applications will be 
accepted until October 12.

Priority will be given to 

organizations that demonstrate 
the ability to serve communi-
ties through partnerships and 
have a proven track record of 
meeting basic human needs 
and preventing future need for 
assistance.

To apply, go to https://www.
dom.com/communityneeds-
grants.

Garden club focuses on cool weather plantings

From left are Suzanne Frye and Lisa Ziegler. 

This aerial view of Irvington Commons shows the U.S. 
Air Force Heritage of America Band entertaining a 
Northern Neck audience August 25.  Irvington resident 
Gary Hooper took this shot from an unmanned aerial 

Heritage of America Band
gives 25th Irvington concert

sowing inside pots. 
It is important to know 

which seeds are for cooler 
months and their require-
ments. Snapdragon, Sweet 
William, and bachelors but-

tons are great choices for cool 
season and direct sow.

Ziegler grows flowers for 
Colonial Williamsburg. She 
also sells to Fresh Market and 
Harris Teeter. 

Vice president Judy Ripley 
thanked Ziegler and her assis-
tant Suzanne Frye for the 
informative lecture.

The business meeting 
covered the flower show on 
September 10. The public 
is invited to this free event 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Grace Episcopal Church 

a shopping venue and tick-
ets also are available for a 
pork barbecue lunch during 
the event. To purchase tickets 
for the barbecue lunch, call 
Margie at 435-1653.

Display awards included:

Brooks, 5 points.

63 points including Best in 
Show; Cheryl Brown Davis, 
5; Debbie Burgess, 16; Susan 
Edmonds, 5; Jean Ehlman, 
10; Jan Litsinger, 36; Robin 
Perks, 5; Redlin, 10; and Ann 
Gray Wood, 10.

Burgess, 5 points; Susan 
Edmonds, 5; and Bonnie 
Schaschek, 42 .

Rappahannock 
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Home. It’s where everyone wants to be. To live. To recover from an illness or 
surgery. To spend their final days. “Riverside knows that”, says Sharon 
Thompson, who works for the health system’s Home Care team.  It’s why 
Riverside’s vision for caring for older adults is “as I age, I will control my 
destiny in a place of my choosing.” And it’s because Riverside has a range of 
services to help make home a safe place to age that older adults on the 
Middle Peninsula can choose home.  
 

. At Riverside Home Health, we offer a complete 
array of specialized services designed to enhance your recovery and 
rehabilitation following surgery, an injury or hospitalization. We also provide 
the tools and comprehensive teaching needed to successfully manage chronic 
health conditions such as diabetes and heart disease at home. 
 

The companions and aides at Riverside In-Home Private Care assist with the everyday activities that 
promote safety and independence at home—such as light housekeeping, meal preparation, medication reminders or 
assistance with personal care. We work to find the caregiver best suited to your needs. 
 

Advances in medical technology aren’t just making the experience of 
receiving care in a hospital or doctor’s office better, it is allowing older adults to live independently in their homes. 
Riverside Alert, our 24/7 medical response system, and our Medication Dispensing Device, are among the technologies 
that make it possible.  

 When individuals and families are facing a life-limiting illness or condition, the Riverside Hospice team is there 
to provide specialized care and support to ensure comfort, dignity and the greatest quality of life. From medical 
management of symptoms to counseling for loved ones, the goal of Hospice is more and better living in the time 
remaining. Many of those we care for tell us “I wish I had known about Hospice sooner.” 
 

August 24, a memorial stone 
and a tombstone, which had 

Museum, were turned over to 
the board of directors of His-
toric White Marsh Church, to 
be placed in their cemetery at 
11040 Mary Ball Road, Lan-
caster.

The memorial stone was 
that of Clarissa Pollard Hall, 
reported board member Win-
field Talley. Although the date 
of her death was November 10, 
1824, her son, Addison Hall, 
erected a stone in her memory 
35 years later. It reads, “Erected 
April 1859 by Addison Hall, in 
memory of his mother Clarissa 
Pollard Hall.”

 It is unclear where Clarissa 
Pollard Hall is buried, but there 
are a number of members of the 
Hall family buried at Historic 
White Marsh Church, who are 
her descendants, said Talley. 
This stone had been found 
on the property of Warren 
Johnson and was donated to 

The tombstone is that of 
an unnamed, three-week-old 
daughter of Herbert P. and 
Mary H. Hall, who are both 
buried at White Marsh Cem-
etery, said Talley. Again, it 
is unclear where this baby is 
buried, but this tombstone also 

Museum. 
It reads, Infant daughter of 

Born, Nov. 21, 1869; Died, 
Dec.11, 1869. The stone will 
be placed next to her mother’s 
grave in the cemetery, said 
Talley.

“We don’t know where Clar-
issa Pollard Hall and the infant 
are buried, but the board (of 

it appropriate to place these 
stones at the White Marsh 
Cemetery,” said Carroll Lee 
Ashburn. “We are confident the 
stones will be cared for and well 
maintained at White Marsh. So, 

Museum, I present the Clarissa 
Pollard Hall and infant stones to 
Historic White Marsh Church.”

The Rev. Wesley Addison 
Hall, a great-great-great-
grandson of Clarissa Pollard 
Hall, accepted the stones and 
remarked on the accomplish-
ments of some of her descen-
dants. 

Her son, the Rev. Addison 
Hall, was a preacher, lawyer, 
judge and statesman, said Rev. 
Hall. Henrietta Hall Shuck, her 
granddaughter, was the first 
woman missionary to China; 
and the Rev. Wesley Addison 
Herbert Hall, her great-great-
grandson was a Methodist 
preacher in this area. 

Rev. Wesley Addison Hall 
was the pastor of Richmond 
Bible Church for 26 years. He 
has served as pastor of Historic 
White Marsh Church since Jan-
uary 2014, when it  re-opened 
for regular Sunday services.

ATLANTA, GA—Jessie 
Ball duPont Fund trustee Lynn 
Huntley died Sunday morning 
at her home in Atlanta after a 
six-month illness. She was 69.

Huntley had served as a 
trustee of the Jessie Ball 
duPont Fund since 2008 and 
as chairman in 2012 and 2013.

“Lynn was a remarkable 
woman,” said the Rev. Eddie 
Jones, current chairman. “She 
had a great intellect, great 
passion and great humor.”

Sherry Magill, president of 
the Jessie Ball duPont Fund, 
had been a friend and col-
league of Huntley’s for many 
years.

“She had an enormous 
sense of justice and deep con-
cern for those less fortunate,” 
said Magill. “I think that was 
why she found philanthropy 
so satisfying; she felt that in 
some way she was helping 
to rebalance the scales. She 
always said that in practicing 
philanthropy, ‘first and fore-
most, have humility.’ “

Huntley was not all busi-
ness, however. She had a huge 
repertoire of jokes suitable 
for all occasions and loved 
to tell them one after another 
after another. And she often 
teased her fellow trustees 
with snippets of a secret novel 
that she allegedly was writing 

Church.
Organization members distributed over 100 book bags and 

supplies, reported Annette Clark. They also served a light lunch 
for the children. 

“All the children were very happy to receive their book bags,” 
said Clark. “You get a wonderful feeling when you can put a 
smile on a child’s face.”

The organization’s motto is “No child shall go without,” she 
added.

who donated,” Clark said.

Jessie Ball duPont Fund trustee Lynn Huntley dies

Lynn Huntley

that would feature them in all 
kinds of salacious scandals.

“She had a huge personal-
ity and she loved to laugh,” 
said Jones. “But she also was 
incredibly smart. She was 
a formidable adversary in a 
debate.”

Huntley attended Fisk Uni-
versity, received a bachelor’s 
in sociology from Barnard 
College and a law degree 
from Columbia University 
Law School. Her first career 
was in the law.

She worked as law clerk 
for a federal judge, as staff 
attorney at the NAACP Legal 
Defense and Educational 
Fund, as general counsel to the 

New York City Commission 
on Human Rights and as sec-
tion chief and deputy assistant 
attorney general in the Civil 
Rights Division of the U.S. 
Department of Justice.

In 1982, she joined the staff 
of the Ford Foundation where 
she directed the founda-
tion’s Rights and Social Jus-
tice Program. Over 13 years, 
she focused on minority and 
women’s rights, refugee and 
migration issues, legal ser-
vices for the poor and minori-
ties and media.

In 1995, she joined the 
Southern Education Founda-
tion, the South’s only African-
American led and directed 
philanthropic organization 
working on education policy 

she was named president of 
SEF. She retired in 2010.

Huntley received many 
honors, including the Thur-
good Marshall Award of the 
Association of the Bar of the 
City of New York, and the 
Lucy Terry Prince Award of 
the Lawyers’ Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law.  She 
was a member of the Board of 
Trustees of Providence Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, Grant-
makers for Education, CARE 
USA, the Interdenominational 
Theological Center, the Mar-

guerite Casey Foundation and 
The Community Foundation 
for Greater Atlanta.

The Jessie Ball duPont Fund 
trustees will address plans to 
select her successor during 
their October meeting.

The Jessie Ball duPont Fund 
makes grants to more than 330 
eligible organizations iden-
tified by Mrs. duPont in her 
will, including several in the 
Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula. The Fund has assets 
of more than $292 million and 
has awarded $353 million in 
grants since 1977.

The Rev. Wesley Addison Hall exhibits a memorial stone 
for Clarissa Pollard Hall (left) and a tombstone for an 
unnamed Hall infant (right). Rev. Hall is a great-great-
great-grandson of Clarissa Pollard Hall. Photo by Renss 
Greene

Hall stones are presented to 
Historic White Marsh Church

From left are Heart of Gold Organization Inc. members 
Licia Miles, Annette Clark, Jaylyn Carter and Latoya 
Robinson.

Heart of Gold holds
back-to-school drive
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Across the Rappahannock the town of 
Urbanna bears the name of Queen Anne, 

the British monarch from 1702 to 1714. The 
name in Latin is “Urbs Annae,” meaning 
“City of Anne,” appropriate for a community 
that derives its origin from a queen. In more 
modern times, Urbanna has been the home of 
another “Queen,” Evelyn Ryland, who died 
early this week at the age of 95. 

Evelyn left her Southwest Virginia home 
to study at Duke University, to which she 
remained a loyal alumna throughout her life. 
She came to Urbanna seven decades ago 
through her marriage to J. William Ryland, 
and spent her days in a venerable old Victo-
rian home on the commanding point over-
looking the harbor. There she presided over 
all the town’s happenings of significance.

The areas of her involvement could not 
have been handled by anyone in less than 
the almost century that she lived. She taught 
school, served as U.S. Postmaster for many 
years, retiring to enter a new line as an 
antiques dealer. In the meantime, she became 
the recognized authority on the history of 
Urbanna and Middlesex County. She spent 
years in research perusing documents in the 
town archive and the county courthouse, all 
of which resulted in her splendidly composed 

and eloquently written manuscripts.
Whenever asked to autograph one of her 

volumes, she first replied by asking questions 
of her own in order to make each inscription 
personal. On the spot she would write as if she 
had been thinking of her words for hours. In 
every respect she was a master of the English 
language.

After Evelyn retired from the post office 
and Bill from the Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission, where he had served as the first 

Chief of the Marine Police, the Rylands set 
out on a new venture, an antiques shop in the 
heart of Urbanna. They rented the store where 
a previous owner had operated a dry goods 
business, calling their project Miss Bettie’s 
Shop, after the lady who had preceded them. 

They both thrived on the operation, and it 
became the social center of Urbanna. Origi-
nally, their frame building had been on the 
corner where the Virginia Street Café has 
been for the past 25 years, and had been 
moved to the rear when the brick building had 
been put up to be the hardware store. Evelyn 
was also an authority on President Andrew 
Johnson, and she displayed in the shop a pier 
mirror that he had given to his daughter. It 
was a conversation piece, but shortly before 
they closed the shop, she sold it, making sure 
that the buyer knew its historical importance.

Ending their business life did not diminish 
Evelyn’s interests in antiques. She remained a 
regular at estate sales and visiting shops. She 
spent time on their home, recognizing that the 
time had come to live on one floor, resulting 
in a new wing, which became indistinguish-
able from the period house. In addition to 
their own Victorian home, they owned the 
Gressitt House, one of Urbanna’s surviving 
18th-century masterpieces on Rolling Road 

next to the Tobacco Warehouse. Whenever a 
structure of historical value fell into decay, or 
worse to the wrecking ball, Evelyn mourned, 
knowing that future generations would not 
have that link to their past.

Both of the Rylands had an affinity for 
small children, speaking to them as if they 
were adults, thereby raising their level of 
comprehension. On one occasion when we 
were visiting them, the Younger B.E., then 
about three, wandered off from the conversa-
tion. We could hear her talking, and found her 
in the new bedroom, where Bill, then past 90, 
spent much of his time, with the two of them 
seeing which could roll a pencil down his or 
her nose more quickly. They both seemed dis-
appointed by our interruption.

After Bill died 15 years ago, Evelyn con-
tinued her research, but she said she would 
not write, as she was concerned she could 
no longer be confident she had amassed all 
the relevant information. In the last analysis, 
whether teaching, postmastering, or antiqu-
ing, for many Evelyn was the center of the 
town, recognized by all who knew her as “The 
Queen of Urbanna.” Most importantly, she 
was the heart of the town.

Evelyn Quillin Ryland, February 12, 
1920—August 30, 2015. R. I. P.

She came to Urbanna seven 
decades ago through her 
marriage to J. William 
Ryland, and spent her days 
in a venerable old Victorian 
home on the commanding 
point overlooking the harbor. 
There she presided over all 
the town’s happenings of 
significance.

Focal Point

From the dock of a Reedville restaurant, customers enjoy the stunning sunset on 
a stormy August evening. Reedville’s iconic stack is in the distance.

Photo by Hailey Gordon

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

In my reading of a recent 
article entitled “White Stone 
receives planning grant for 
housing rehabilitation and 
public sewer project” (Rap-
pahannock Record, August 
20), I learn that dozens of 
property owners in White 
Stone and a small gerryman-
dered portion of Irvington 
will be enriched via millions 
of dollars seized primarily 
from citizens living in other 
parts of the country.

Interestingly, my conversa-
tions with residents of White 
Stone and Irvington—all of 
whom favor this plan—have 

Seize-and-distribute accountability as well
expressed their opposition 
to the seize-and-distribute 
paradigm for governance on 
numerous occasions over 
the 10 years that I have lived 
here. In the words of W.C. 
Fields, perhaps we now have 
“an equine of a different 
hue.”

I suggest that the beneficia-
ries of this taxpayer-financed 
property enhancement reim-
burse the treasury via a sur-
charge on their sewage bills. 
I suggest that the increase in 
property values be amortized 
over 20 years with the provi-
sion that the surcharge cannot 

be discharged in bankruptcy 
or via a sale of the property. 
I would like to see this reim-
bursement protocol be made 
commonplace throughout the 
country.

Furthermore, I suggest that 
Congressman Rob Wittman, 
a self-described champion 
of conservative principles 
and common-sense govern-
ment, draft this legislation 
and take a leadership position 
in moving this nation away 
from seize-and-distribute and 
toward fiscal accountability.

Andrew J. Billups III,                                                                      
White Stone

YOUR LETTERS

Centuries ago the author of 
the Book of Psalms wrote “. 
. . they have eyes but they do 
not see.” I was reminded of this 
Sunday school lesson by two 
letters on climate change in last 
week’s newspaper. 

In one letter, instead of 
hard evidence we got bumper-
sticker slogans; while in the 
other, instead of science we got 
pseudoscience sleight-of-hand. 
On such shaky ground the case 
against anthropocentric global 
warming has been built.

Anyone who follows sci-
ence news closely cannot help 
observing that evidence for 
anthropocentric global warm-
ing grows stronger every day. 
In an earlier letter in this space 
I noted that scientific discov-
ery is a journey, not an event, 
and the findings of science 
are always tentative and con-
tinually tested by scientists. In 
stark contrast, pseudoscience is 
static and authoritarian. 

One of last week’s letters 
illustrated the empty-headed 
nature of climate pseudosci-
ence when it dusted off the 
musty old cliché “correlation 
does not imply causation.” 
Scientists have another vener-
able adage: Correlation doesn’t 
imply causation—except when 
it does.

To be sure, much of scientific 
evidence is based on a correla-
tion of two or more variables. 
The causal connection between 
gravitational forces and tides 
and between the amount of 
displacement along a geologic 
fault and earthquake magni-
tude are just two examples. I 
can’t speak creditably of any 
connection between carbon 
dioxide and a letter writer’s 
age.

Physics is the link. Corre-
lation becomes a confirmed 
cause and effect relation when 
physics explains and predicts 
what is observed. In a series of 
physics experiments in 1859, 
John Tyndall demonstrated 
that carbon dioxide, along with 
water vapor, absorbs strongly 
in the thermal infrared energy 
range—the so-called “green-
house effect” – and he reasoned 
correctly that CO2 plays an 
important role in regulating the 
climate of the Earth. And the 
rest is history.

Frank W. Fletcher,
Reedville

Pseudoscience
on display

I agree with a letter writer on 
August 13 regarding a defini-
tive resolution of the confusion 
spread by using the terms “tax” 
and “fee” interchangeably in 
discussions of the free market 
method for reducing CO2 
emissions.

It seems the confusion arose 
when a few Republican sena-
tors came to affirm human-
induced global climate change, 
and now favor a carbon tax and 
dividend (CT&D) approach to 

CT&D terminology

cutting CO2 emissions because 
it employs the free market to 
guide consumer and invest-
ment dollars to the most appro-
priate alternatives to fossil 
fuels.

However, these senators 
had signed Grover Norquist’s 
Taxpayer Protection Pledge to 
never vote for any new taxes. 
Word on the street has it that 
Mr. Norquist granted them per-
mission to support the CT&D 
if “fee” were substituted for 
“tax,” thus CF&D. Perhaps, 
if this rumor is true, Mr. 
Norquist justified the substitu-
tion because the tax in this case 
would be revenue neutral—by 
law, 100% of the revenue col-
lected would be distributed 
equitably by monthly check to 
all American households.

Why should the carbon con-
tent of fossil fuels be taxed in 
the first place?

The true cost of carbon 
fuel includes the burden placed 
on current and future genera-
tions that will pay the price 
of suffering from, adapting 
to, or recovering from all the 
climatic disruptions caused 
by CO2 emitted from burning 
fossil fuels today. 

With the tax/fee, fossil fuels 
will begin to bear their true 
cost in the current market 
for energy-producing fuels, 
making carbon-free alterna-
tives more competitive, let-
ting the “hidden hand” of the 
market direct consumer and 
investment dollars to the most 
efficient and least malignant 
fuels.

Bob Lindsey,
Callao

I urge everyone to read Nico-
las Kristof’s August 25 editorial 
in the New York Times, “Lessons 
from the Virginia Shooting.”

Kristof asks if we can learn 
from the slaying of two journal-
ists in Virginia as well as mourn 
their loss. He states explicitly the 
appalling facts and figures of the 
toll that guns take on American 
lives—“one life every 16 min-
utes on average in the United 
States.”

Kristof feels this is a public 
health crisis. To protect the 
public, we regulate many 
things—toys, mutual funds, 
ladders, swimming pools, cars. 
Shouldn’t guns be regulated as 
seriously? We will never elimi-
nate all gun deaths in this coun-
try but as Kristof continues “ the 
United States is an outlier both 
in our lack of serious policies 
towards guns and in our mortal-
ity rates.”

We can all write, call, email 
our representatives—local, 
statewide, national—to press 
for comprehensive, doable, gun 
laws. We can urge them to disre-
gard the threats of the NRA and 
gun industry lobbies and work 
towards greater safety for all 
Americans. Our voices count as 
do our votes.

Nancy Reath,
Irvington

Shout out for
gun controls

Apparently there exists some 
long-standing confusion regard-
ing the origin of Labor Day.

By most accounts, Matthew  
Maguire, a machinist, first 
proposed the holiday in 1882  
while serving as secretary of 
the Central Labor Union of 
New York.

By those same accounts, 
Peter J. McGuire, cofounder 
of the American Federation of 
Labor, started labor Day in May 
1882 after witnessing the annual 
labour festival held in Toronto, 
Canada.

History books credit Presi-
dent Grover Cleveland with 
signing the legislation estab-
lishing the national holiday in 
1894.

The legislation mandated the 
holiday would be celebrated by 
parades to recognize the coun-
try’s working class, especially 
those in trade and labor unions. 

Oh, and the day off, except 
for essential employees.

Eventually, speeches became 
a major component in the cel-
ebration, followed by retail sales 
events, football games, picnics, 
political rallies, family reunions, 
fishing, and a last day at the 
rivah, beach or swimming pool 
before school resumed.

Naturally, in a free-market 
society, we’d find a way to cash 
in on the holiday.

I don’t understand where all 
the confusion came over who 
started Labor Day.

The first mention of setting 
a day aside following a six-day 
workweek comes in Exodus.

We don’t have to wait for 
Labor Day to roll around once a 
year. We can benefit from a day 
of rest once a week.

Exodus 20:8-11, according to 
King James, says:

“Remember the sabbath day, 
to keep it holy.

“Six days shalt thou labour, 
and do all thy work:

“But the seventh day [is] the 
sabbath of the LORD thy God: 
[in it] thou shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
daughter, thy manservant, nor 
thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, 
nor thy stranger that [is] within 
thy gates:

“For [in] six days the LORD 
made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that in them [is], and 
rested the seventh day: where-
fore the LORD blessed the sab-
bath day, and hallowed it.”

Unfortunately the pressures 
on the working class—mort-
gages, tuitions, electric bills, 
copy deadlines—and the nature 
of our chosen professions don’t 
always allows us the luxury to 
observe the sabbath as we’d 
like too.

That’s what makes Labor Day 
so special. So when Monday 
rolls around, sit back, do noth-
ing and thank God you’ve got a 
day off. 

I’ll be working.
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VOTE KAREN O.

CIRCUIT COURT CLERK
PAID FOR AND AUTHORIZED BY TONI ALLISON FOR CLERK.

Why should you be elected?
Let us help you get the 

word out to VOTERS about 
your candidacy!

The Rappahannock Record offers
Print  & Online Advertising

Business Cards  •  Flyers  •  Mailers  •  Etc…

Don’t wait… 
Call Sara, Marilyn or Jessica today!

(804) 435-1701

Don’t we have a responsi-
bility to cherish, respect and 
preserve our heritage to the 
best of our ability?

How can we sit back and 
let Dominion raise towers 
that will not only denature 
the architecture of the Rap-
pahannock bridge but disfig-
ure the landscape it crosses ?

Is corporate interest going 
to override the best interests 
and the will of the people? 
What next?

If those towers go up, 
they will be a testimony to 
that apathy for many years 
to come. I hope I will never 
have to cross “that” bridge.

Anne-Shelton Aaron,
White Stone

Responsibility
to the future

Do you Remember?
A large crowd gathered in 1961 for this beauty contest at the old school in Irvington. 
Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn seeks help indentifying the young 
ladies in the photo. Call Ashburn at 296-0930. “Do you Remember?” is a community 
service of the museum. 

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the September 1, 1905, issue 

of the Virginia Citizen)

Caught On The Fly
No fair will be held at Tappahannock this 

year, but a race meeting will take place in 
October instead.

The Daughters of the Confederacy of Tap-
pahannock have raised $1,200 toward the fund 
for a Confederate monument.

Governor Montague has gone to Middlesex 
county to join Mrs. Montague and rest a few 
days.

Addison Ball, of Monaskon, suffered the 
misfortune to have two of his fingers badly cut 
recently. The wounds are healing nicely.

Frank Tomlin, aged seventeen years, 
drowned Saturday at Greenvale Creek, Rappa-
hannock river, Lancaster county. The boy was 
out sailing, and in attempting to lower the sails 
of his boat lost his balance and fell overboard. 
The body was recovered.

Millenbeck
Geo. E. Lewis was in Middlesex last week.
Miss Ethel Harper, of Ottoman, was the 

guest of Miss Zennie Davis recently.
Dr. Poole, of Baltimore, is the guest of Hon. 

Jno. C. Ewell, at Bertrand.

Misses Etta and Bonnie Schools are the 
guests of  their brother, E. T. Schools.

A. W. Cooper, of Baltimore, is at Towles 
Point.

A large crowd was present at the Corrotto-
man Baptist church on Sunday last. Protracted 
meeting has been going on there all week.

Merry Point
Mrs. Alice Leman, a former resident of this 

county, but now of Baltimore, made a flying 
visit via launch to relatives and friends recently 
from Urbanna, where she has been stopping 
with friends at the Hotel Nelson.

Miss Gertie Beane returned recently from 
an extended visit to Stronghurst, Ill. She was 
accompanied home by Ernest Brent.

Mrs. E. G. Hall and son, Catesby, visited her 
mother, Mrs. Fannie Currie, recently.

Mrs. Brent, of Illinois, is visiting her daugh-
ter, Mrs. T. P. Towles.

Our popular teacher, Miss Lola Haynie, will 
teach again next session, much to the gratifica-
tion of the patrons.

The tomato pack promises to be short this 
season as there is no yield of fruit.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer 
of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

YOUR LETTERS

Solar radiation reaches the 
earth which re-radiates some 
of the energy primarily at 
infrared frequencies which, 
in turn, is absorbed by CO2 
and water vapor in the atmo-
sphere which re-radiates it, a 
three-step process.

Part of this radiation is 
directed at the earth which 
absorbs it, the “greenhouse 
effect.” If the earth had no 
atmosphere, the solar radia-
tion would warm it to about 
-18 degrees Celsius. But the 
warming influence of CO2 
and water vapor raises it on 
the global, temporal average 
to approximately 14 degrees 
Celsius. These are scientific 
facts.

Now, if the atmospheric 
CO2 level is raised, addi-
tional infrared energy will 
be radiated to the earth. This 
heat will be manifest as latent 
heat and sensible heat. Latent 
heat will melt snow and ice, 
and sensible heat will raise 
temperatures. 

The melting of snow and 
ice decreases the earth’s 
albedo (reflectivity) and 
melting will accelerate the 
melting. For the last 20 years 
we have dumped millions of 
tons of CO2 into the atmo-
sphere and oceans daily, 

Climate 
change 101

melting a lot of snow and ice.
For example, Arctic polar 

ice has been reduced by 33% 
since 1978. Permafrost and 
glaciers throughout America 
and elsewhere have been 
substantially reduced. Soon, 
sensible heat will raise tem-
peratures significantly.

Some 65 million years ago 
a giant comet struck in what 
is now the Yucatan penin-
sula. It left a crater greater 
than 100 miles in diameter 
and created giant tsunamis 
and a dense cloud of dust, 
water, and CO2. Sunlight 
was blotted out; photosyn-
thesis ceased for years with 
the extinction of dinosaurs.

When the dust cloud set-
tled, the excessive water 
vapor and CO2 provided a 
prolonged worldwide green-
house of elevated tempera-
tures. Through absorption 
and diffusion into space the 
CO2 levels have been moder-
ated along with a cooler cli-
mate. Conclusion: Look for 
climate change.

Sam Marshall,
White Stone

The Norris Bridge is the gate-
way to the Northern Neck. Why 
have these intrusive obstructions 
here?

The Rappahannock River is 
the boldest and most beautiful of 
Virginia’s streams. Much of the 
history of our country began right 
here. The cradle of the republic is 
in view as you cross the bridge. 

In 1612, John Smith is quoted, 
“Heaven and earth never agreed 
better to frame a place for man’s 
habitation.” Perhaps this remark 
was prior to his being stung by 
a stingray at the entrance to the 
Rappahannock River. 

These 120- to 180-foot towers 
with power lines devalue the real 
estate they serve. 

Can we install ten steel towers 
and two miles of cable and not 

Stewardship 
questioned

Are you kidding me?  I 
can’t believe that the SCC 
approved the cost of build-
ing a new transmission line 
across the Rappahannock 
instead of laying a new cable 
under the river. 

The article in the Rappa-
hannock Record indicated 
that there would be 10 towers 
taller than 100 feet. Won’t 
that be attractive?

I’m sure the cost of the 
entire underwater cable 
would not meet the expense 
of just one of these towers. I 
used to work for a regulated 
communications firm and 
we had to prove to the SCC 
every time we were going to 
replace or update our sys-
tems. We had to consider all 
the options. 

The SCC did not want to 
overburden the rate payers 
for an upgrade or replace-
ment that was not necessary 
or that had a better solution. 
Doesn’t Dominion have the 
same responsibility? 

If they’re worried about the 
cost of repairing an underwa-

A better way

ter cable, they should copy 
A&N Electric’s method of 
operation by placing extra 
conducting lines in the run 
that can be switched when 
service is interrupted.

Then the maintenance and 
repair of the line can be con-
ducted in a timely and cost-
effective manner.

Sue Sellman,
Lottsburg

YOUR LETTERS
affect water quality?

It is disappointing that Domin-
ion Power would consider this 
tower project. I always believed 
this power company was a good 
steward for the state of Virginia. 
Not now. 

John G. Pollard III,
Irvington

I’m curious; if abortion is 
murder, and justice requires 
a punishment commensurate 
with the crime, what punish-
ment should women receive 
who get abortions? 

The only answer I’ve heard 
Christians give is that women 
guilty of abortion should repent. 
That’s an extraordinary view 
given that Christians are not 
known for being soft on crime 
or criminals. Don’t they know 
that some of these women will 

Charges pending?

again choose to have an abor-
tion and thereby become serial 
killers?

I’ve never heard even the 
most liberal of liberals say that 
a murderer needs only to repent 
and be released back on the 
street. 

So what explains this 
extremely charitable view 
when it comes to abortion? 
The answer is obvious. Despite 
their vociferous claims to the 
contrary, even Christians know 
that abortion is not the same as 
murder.

Unless Christians want to 
charge women having abortions 
with murder, it’s obvious you 
don’t believe your own rhetoric. 
And if you don’t believe it, why 
should anyone else? 

Charles VanDenburgh, 
Wicomico Church
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Where do we stand these days re: men eating 
with their hats on? Recently I was in a restaurant 
and two men were eating with their sports caps 
on. Another thing I wonder about is the fact that 
there were three women there, too, each with their 
elbow on the table, food in their hand up near their 
face ready to shove it in when that bite was gone. 

I sat next to a man and woman in another res-

elbow on the table, holding the forks to their faces, 

the mouthful. Aren’t children taught these days to 
put everything down between bites?

By the same token, recently I was going to 
Walmart and the man in front of me took his hat 
off. I said, “How nice he took his hat off,” and his 
wife said, pointing to her son, “Yes, and so did he. 
When my son was a young boy I told him to take 
off his hat if he spoke to a girl or woman, and he 
said they laughed at him.”

I’d like your comments on all of this, please.
Anonymous, Kilmarnock

Dear Anonymous,
Congratulations on being someone who cares about the civil-

ity we express to each other in this society. Let’s consider your 
concerns one by one.

As I have written in two previous columns, men and women 
show respect in a restaurant (and other inside places) by remov-
ing their sports caps. Women leave dress hats on, always, but 
their sports caps remain inappropriate. Questions on the subject 
of hat etiquette are the most frequently I receive. It does matter!

The custom of laying down utensils in between bites is no 
longer in the etiquette books. However, stopping after several 
bites and resting your utensils for a few minutes while you digest 
and enjoy the conversation is. The reason that it is polite to do is 
that it engenders more enjoyment of food and table talk. Also, it 
cuts down on the need for antacids.

The removing and/or tipping of his hat in the presence of a 
woman or another gentleman used to be commonly regarded as 
a respectful greeting by a gentleman. I remember it as charm-
ing, but its practice belongs to yesteryear. Today, we generally 
only speak and write of hat tipping as a means of recognizing 
another’s achievement or to thank someone for a favor done. i.e., 
“I tip my hat to Mrs. Peabody for perfecting her swan imitation 
in the recent performance of ‘Swan Lake.’”

No one should ever be ashamed of showing respect to another. 
No one. We surely cannot change the manners of this whole 
world, but I am certain that by our example we can prove to others 
that good manners are so much more desirable than poor ones.

The higher road has a much more pleasant view and takes us 
to experiences to which the lower one will probably never lead.

Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because You Are Polite….
LLC. You are invited to e-mail your manners questions to her 
and she will respond as time and space allow. You may contact 
her at youarepolite1@verizon.net and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

The Lancaster County Demo-
cratic Committee (LCDC) will 
hold its annual Labor Day Picnic 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Monday, Sep-
tember 7, at the MWPH Grand 
(Masonic) Lodge, 1434 Good 

The picnic provides an oppor-
tunity to meet, greet and mingle 
with like-minded friends, local 
representatives, and perhaps a 
candidate or two, reported chair-
man Bob Prescott. The menu will 
include chicken, spiral ham, hot 
dogs, baked beans, potato and 
pasta salads and some ancestral 
desserts will be among the pro-
vided dishes.

RSVP to lcancovadems@
gmail.com are welcome but 
not required. The fee is $15 for 
singles, $25 for couples/fami-
lies. Checks and cash are wel-
come at the door.

The LCDC Annual Labor Day 
Picnic is a major membership 
drive, said Prescott. Members are 
urged to pay their annual mem-
bership dues when they attend.

A form is available at lanco-
vadems.org. Bring dues and the 
completed form to the picnic or 
mail form and check payable to 
LCDC to LCDC, P.O. Box 318, 

Recent exposure of Planned 
Parenthood’s cultivating the 
unborn to maximize income 
on sale of their body parts 
reveals a fault in America 
which must be addressed.

The basic tenant underlying 
western civilization is love of 
our fellow man. The lack of 
regard for living humans by 
Planned Parenthood and its 
backers shows how far this 
nation has regressed.

That civilization rests on 
a foundation of love of each 
other is so basic it is often 
overlooked, and must be 
stated. Without this value 
system we wouldn’t agree on 
laws. We could function as 
pirates, or stage raids on the 
local convenience store.

Other nations have tried 
laws without the human 
factor. Sparta’s utilizing 
fellow Greeks as slaves con-
tributed to the Peloponnesian 
wars. Communists tried dia-
lectical materialism and got 
Gulags. Nazis melted people 
into soap.

In a poll of German par-
ents with mentally retarded 
children, 73% agreed to the 
curtailment of their child’s 
life, and some even petitioned 
Hitler for such a program. 
This should have been a warn-
ing. Planned Parenthood is 
our warning.

Several wrongheaded con-
cepts have become fashion-
able lately. Identity politics 
minimizes our common goals 

and can lead to dehuman-
izing opponents. Someone 
wrote that it “takes a village” 
to raise children. The village 
is a market place, and left 
unchecked leads to Planned 
Parenthood. We need to 
restore the family to its former 
importance.

Margaret Sanger, Adolph 
Hitler and Joe Stalin had ulte-
rior motives for their attack on 
the family. So do those who 
back Planned Parenthood. 
This evil cannot be tolerated 
and we must shine a light on 
its core.   

Defunding them is only the 
beginning. Do not accept this 
as America’s new ethic.

Rodger Meredith,
Callao

The Rappahannock Record 
office will be closed Monday, 
September 7, for Labor Day.. 

Since the display advertis ing 
deadline is normally at 5 p.m. on 
that day, advertisers are urged to 
submit copy by Friday. The final 
advertising deadline for next 
week’s paper is 10 a.m. Tues day.

The deadline for classified 
advertisements and news items 
is noon on Tuesday. News may be 
emailed to editor@RappRecord.
com and advertisements may be 
emailed to mail@RappRecord.
com.

Because You Are Polite
. . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

Record office
will be closed
for Labor Day

Democrats
plan picnic

YOUR LETTERS
It’s time to restore the family

Main Street illusion
Shadows cast an optical illusion on North Main Street in Kilmarnock. The lamp post 

Photo by Patty Richards


