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Carnival opens
Haley Smith, the daughter of Lisa and Bobby Smith of White Stone, 
was crowned princess of the 80th annual Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department Firemen’s Festival by sheriff Ronnie Crockett, festival 
president John Smith, KVFD chairman of the board Tom Jones and 
Rep. Rob Wittman on Friday, July 31. Smith has become the Northern 
Neck’s most famous face of epileptic conditions while her mother 
battles in Richmond and Washington for access to treatments to 
help those with similar challenges. 

From left, Krystal Jones, Auran Jones and Darrick Jones wave 

Saturday’s attendance was the best ever. Festivities will continue 
through Saturday, August 8, at the KVFD Carnival Grounds, 200 
Waverly Avenue, Kilmarnock. More photo coverage appears at 
RRecord.com. Photos by Renss Greene

LANCASTER—Debate over a 
boat tax continued at the Lancaster 
board of supervisors meeting on 
July 30. The board compromised 
with boat and marina owners on a 
partial tax weeks ago by eliminating 
the property tax on boats over five 
tons, while keeping the current tax 
of $1.52 on boats under that weight. 
Still, many are not satisfied that the 
tax was not reduced to zero for all 
boats. 

“It has come to my attention that 
auditors now project over a $5 mil-
lion balance leaving fiscal year 2015. 
There is no better time than the pres-
ent to remove this tax now for all 
boats and help the little guy as much 
as the big guy,” said Chesapeake 
Boat Basin owner Clay Holcomb, 
who is in favor of removing the tax 
completely.

“We’re the only county in the state 
of Virginia, that I know of, that went 
partial,” said Holcomb.

He continued to argue that the 
partial tax is difficult to advertise 
and that a lot of his customers were 
confused by the compromise and 
unsure of whether their boats met the 
cutoff. As an advocate for smaller 
boats, Holcomb is further driven to 
encourage the board to reduce the tax 
to zero for all boats. “Just because a 
person owns a small boat, that does 
not mean that they do not make 
big decisions about where to keep 
that boat,” Holcomb continued, “A 
30-foot boat can cost $300,000 with-
out blinking an eye.”

Those in favor of removing the 
tax completely for all boats used the 
county’s current healthy fund bal-
ance as motivation for being able to 
afford the loss in tax revenue. Board 
chairman Jason Bellows added to 
Holcomb’s comments, saying, “I 
think it would be best to eliminate 
the boat tax because we’re looking 
good financially.” 

However, Bellows was met with 
opposition by two board members. 

“With all due respect Mr. Bellows, 
those fiscal numbers are projections. 
A boat is a luxury, pure and simple,” 
said member Wally Beauchamp. 
Board member Ernest Palin agreed 
that boats are a luxury and not a neces-
sity saying, “If we go back to a vote, 
I am going to vote for a tax because 
eventually that will be a burden to 
[non-boat owning] tax payers.”

In addition, Charlie Costello, a 
boat owner in Lancaster, is opposed 
to reducing the tax to zero. Although 
Costello’s boat weighs six tons and 
he is therefore not required to pay 
the tax, he presented a check to the 
board amounting to the full amount 
of tax that would be owed, insisting 
that he will continue to do so.

“At some point you have to start 
replenishing the fund balance to 
account for future years and future 
expenses. The tax payers are going 
to be the ones to pick up the bill 
and they’re the ones being forgotten 
and I don’t think that’s right,” said 
Costello. 

NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission on 
July 28 approved a permit application 
from Dominion Virginia Power seek-
ing authorization to put new steel pil-
ings for transmission lines across the 
Rappahannock River.

The new infrastructure would be 
erected east of the Robert O. Norris 
Jr. Memorial Bridge, replacing the 
power lines which are currently 
attached to the bridge.

VMRC staff recommended several 
conditions, including restrictions pre-

Lancaster’s boat tax debate still afloat

by Renss Greene

by Maggie Somerville

VMRC approves permit
application for power line
project on Rappahannock
River despite local protests

venting pile driving between February 
15 and June 30 to protect migrating 
fish, and within 600 feet of any active 
peregrine falcon nest between Febru-
ary 15 and July 15. The conditions 
also require bubble curtains around 
pile driving in shallow waters, which 
protects fish from damaging noise, 
and a total $64,120 royalty to the 
state.

The application faced resistance 
from Lancaster and Middlesex resi-
dents, who came to the public hearing 
to ask the state to consider requiring 
the lines go underground under the 
river.

“It’s a critical piece of infrastructure 
for Dominion,” said project manager 
Wes Keck. “That said, this is what we 
call a reliability project.”

Keck said the river crossing helps 
assure service in the Northern Neck 
in case of line damage elsewhere, and 
that the current lines were installed in 
1962 to outdated standards in a salt-
water environment.

However, going underground with 
the lines, Keck said, would be expen-
sive and inconvenient for customers.

“If a line came down, which is very 

POWER LINES, continued on page A4

Exclusive daily reports by 
Rappahannock Record 
reporter Audrey Thomas-
son from the Spotsylvania 
County courthouse appeared 
at RRecord.com throughout 
the trial. They are repeated 
on pages A2-3.

The Lancaster County Sheriff’s investigative team spent thousands of man hours over the past year, 
working nights, weekends and holidays gathering evidence and interviewing dozens of witnesses for 
the trial of James “Todd” Kessler in the disappearance of Claudine J. Gifford. From left are (front row)  
chief investigator E. T. Self, assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Kenny Kunkle and Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Robert Cunningham; (next row) investigators Shawn Hogge, Steve Sorensen and Brian O’Bier.

by Audrey Thomasson

Jury finds Kessler guilty of second degree murder

Day 6: Jury finds, continued on page A2

SPOTSYLVANIA—James “Todd” 
Kessler was convicted Tuesday of 
second degree murder and disposing 
of the body of his missing girlfriend, 
Claudine Jaquier Gifford, 43. The 
verdict came at 11:35 p.m., after six 
days of testimony. 

Second degree means the murder 
was committed in the heat of pas-
sion and not with premeditation, as 
required for a first degree conviction.

The jury of 10 women and two 
men then returned a recommended 
maximum sentence of 40 years for 
the murder and five years for con-
cealment of the body. Formal sen-
tencing by the court will occur in 
approximately eight weeks.

Special prosecutor Tony Spencer 
asked for the maximum sentence 
based on Kessler’s “...conduct for 
what he has done.”

Gifford’s 16-year-old daugh-
ter, Gabrielle, gave the only victim 
impact statement, thanking the jury 
and asking for justice for the mother 
who she said was the most important 
person in her life. 

“I will forever miss what could 
have been, but will always cherish 
what was—her gentle, loving spirit, 
her caring soft-spoken personality 
that taught me so much and protected 

me as I grew up and became who I 
am today,” she said through tears.

The conviction came after a full 
day of rebuttal witnesses and over 
three hours of closing statements 

arguing over whether Gifford is dead 
or walking around Dallas or South 
Carolina.

Defense attorney Craig Cooley told 
jurors, “The Commonwealth must 

prove beyond a reasonable doubt that 
she is dead and that the defendant is 
responsible for her death.” 

He claimed, “Just because she’s 
missing doesn’t mean she’s dead,” 
and that there was no evidence that 
Gifford was planning to rent an 
apartment in Florida with her daugh-
ter, as Gabrielle previously testified.

“What evidence is there that Todd 
planned to kill her? So there is no 
premeditation. According to her hus-
band, she’s taken off twice before.”

Cooley said there is no body, no 
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SPOTSYLVANIA—Jurors 
trying James “Todd” Kessler 
for the alleged murder of Clau-
dine J. Gifford of Burgess faced 
several immediate questions 
posed by attorneys in opening 
statements Tuesday, July 28 
They include:

Did a controlling Kessler 
strangle Gifford in a fit of rage 
when he discovered a note 
indicating she may be leaving 
this area to return home to her 
daughter?

Did Gifford fear harm from 
her husband, as indicated in a 
letter found among her belong-
ings?

Did Gifford leave the area on 
a flight to Texas, as claimed by 
a witness?

The opening statements, 
preceded by selection of the 
jury, consumed the entire first 
day of the trial of Kessler, 54, 
charged with murder and con-
cealment of a body. Gifford, 43, 
was last seen leaving a bar with 

the defendant on July 6, 2014. 
Despite a wide-scale search 
effort, her body has not been 
found.

  It took four and a half hours 
to seat a jury of 11 women and 
three men—12 jurors and two 
alternates, all residents of Spot-
sylvania County who testified 
to having little or no knowledge 
of the case.      

While jurors took a lunch 
break, Lancaster County Circuit 
Court Judge Harry T. Taliaferro 
III, spent the next hour and 
40 minutes reviewing verbal 
motions over the admittance of 
certain evidence by Caroline 
County Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Tony Spencer who is spe-
cial prosecutor on the case with 
Lancaster Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Robert Cunningham 
and Assistant Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Kenny Kunkle, and 
defense attorneys Craig Cooley 
and James Breeden.

“I’m getting an enormous 
amount of evidence based on 
evidence not entered in court 

yet,” said Judge Taliaferro in 
trying to wrap up the motions 
and get on with the case. He 
said he could not rule on most 
of the evidence until he saw it in 
the context of the case. 

In an extremely detailed two-
hour opening statement, the 
prosecution claimed Kessler 
was obsessed with Gifford, and 
that he was physically abusive 
and controlling, even stalking 
and threatening her. Spencer 
said Kessler claimed to all his 
friends that Gifford was the love 
of his life and then strangled her 
in a fit of anger when he found 
a text message on Gifford’s cell 
phone from her daughter asking 
‘Where are you? I thought you 
were just going to get your 
things and come home,’ he read.

“She played me,” Spencer 
quoted Kessler as saying to Gif-
ford’s best friend, Susan Page. 
Spencer outlined Kessler’s and 
Gifford’s alcohol abuse, Kes-
sler’s strange behavior and drug 
abuse after the alleged murder, 
including many different ver-

S P O T S LY V A N I A —
”Sweet” was how friends and 
family described Claudine 
Gifford, the woman who dis-
appeared on July 6, 2014, 
after leaving a beach bar at 
Windmill Point Marina with 
her boyfriend, James “Todd” 
Kessler. She has not been seen 
since.

Sixteen witnesses testified 
for the prosecution in Spot-
sylvania Circuit Court on the 
second day of Kessler’s trial 
on charges of murder and con-
cealment of a body.

Special prosecutor Tony 
Spencer took every opportu-

by Audrey Thomasson

Day 1: Murder trial opens with jury selection, opening statements

Claudine J. Gifford James “Todd” Kessler

sions of the July 6 evening Gif-
ford disappeared after the two 
spent the afternoon drinking 
at the “Tiki Bar at Windmill 
Point.” 

The defense claimed “Clau-
dine was, is, a nice person...Is 
she dead? No one has seen her. 
Does that mean she’s dead? No. 
Even the law in Virginia says 
she has to be missing seven 
years” before its recognized as 
a death, said Cooley. “She may 

be walking around Richmond 
or Texas.”

He claimed investigators in 
the sheriff’s office withheld 
information from the defense 
and the prosecution until two 
days before the trial. The evi-
dence included a witness who 
came forward last October 1 
claiming to have seen Gifford 
on a flight to Texas. “They told 
the witness not to tell anyone,” 
said Cooley. 

Editor’s note: The Day 1 
installment initially appeared 
in the July 30 Rappahannockl 
Record.

Entering court for day two in the trial of James “Todd” Kessler for the murder of 
Claudine Gifford from left are Lancaster victim’s advocate director Towsey Yount, 
Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Kenny Kunkle, sheriff’s investigator Brian 
O’Bier and chief investigator E.T. Self.

Day 2: 16 witnesses testify on Wednesday for the prosecution

and inconsistent stories made 
him the prime suspect in her 
mind and she went to police.

Spencer played a police 
recording of one of Kessler’s 
phone calls with Page in 
which he sounded intoxicated 
and became angry when Page 
questioned him on inconsis-
tent statements and how he 
could leave a woman on the 

side of the road when he said 
she was so drunk he had to 
carry her to the car.

Defense attorney Craig 
Cooley attacked Page’s cred-
ibility and accused her of tar-
geting Kessler from the begin-
ning by spreading rumors 
about Kessler and keeping 
notes of their conversations.

“You thought he did it,” 

Cooley said.
“Yes, I did.”
“You wrote down every-

thing he said that you thought 
to be incriminating.”

“Yes, I did,” Page replied.
Prosecutors plan to begin 

the third day with evidence 
collected by investigators. 
Some 56 witnesses remain on 
the witness list.

“There is no proof she is 
dead. There is no proof she was 
strangled. And there is no proof 
(Kessler) abused her,” said 
Cooley. 

He said the sheriff’s depart-
ment also withheld a letter 
among Gifford’s belongings 
written in 2012 but never sent. 
In the letter, she indicated fear 
that her husband might harm 
her, according to Cooley.  

Also, he claimed Kessler 
had been very cooperative with 
investigators, allowing deputies 
to search his property and did 
not “lawyer up.”

Spencer was expected to call 
Lancaster deputy Keith Hogge 
and Gifford’s 16-year-old 
daughter, Gabrielle, as his first 
witnesses Wednesday.

The trial is expected to con-
tinue through Monday. For daily 
updates, go to RRecord.com.

nity to introduce witness testi-
mony that Kessler was physi-
cally abusive to Claudine. 
Each time the judge had the 
jury step out of the courtroom 
before hearing arguments on 
the evidence and then ruling it 
as hearsay and not admissible.

Two friends testified to 
seeing signs of bruising and 
other physical abuse. Several 
witnesses said Claudine had a 
drinking problem. And every-
one testified they had not seen 
or heard from her since the 
day she went missing.

Jurors also heard testimony 
from witnesses at the beach 
bar who saw Claudine become 
so drunk that Kessler had to 
carry her to his car.

Gabrielle Gifford, Clau-
dine’s 16-year-old daughter, 
talked about her relationship 
with her mother, sometimes 
through tears.

“She was the best mother. 
She was always there for me,” 
Gabrielle said in a soft voice. 
She acknowledged her par-
ents’ marriage was over, that 
her mother drank heavily in 
the evenings and that her par-
ents fought a lot in the final 
years before separating, but 
she dismissed allegations her 
father was physically abusive 
to her mother as the defense 
claimed in opening state-

ments.
Although Claudine was 

living in Burgess while her 
daughter lived with her father 
in Florida, Gabrielle said she 
maintained a close relation-
ship, texting and talking on 
the phone with her mother 
“seven or eight times a day.”

“Mom was going to come 
back to live with me,” she said.

She also confirmed her 
father was with her the week-
end her mother disappeared. 
Claudine left her daughter a 
voice mail July 6 and Gabri-
elle replied with the text: ‘I 
thought you were just getting 
your things and coming back.” 
That was their last communi-
cation, she said.

Spencer claimed in his 
opening statement that Kessler 
discovered the text and figured 
out Claudine was leaving him. 
“That was his motive” for kill-
ing her, putting her body in a 
suitcase and dumping it off his 
brother’s boat into the river, he 
said.

The most damaging testi-
mony of the day came from 
Claudine’s best friend, Susan 
Page, who reported her miss-
ing after an early morning call 
with Kessler saying that he 
left her on the side of the road 
near Windmill Point.

Kessler’s strange behavior 

Spotsylvania County Circuit Courthouse

Day 6: Jury finds Kessler guilty of second degree murder
continued from page A1

admission, no omission, no direct evi-
dence and no malice. 

He reminded jurors of her medical 
records from a clinic that showed a 
history of depression and living in fear 
of her husband—even from 800 miles 
away—and, perhaps, suicide.

He claimed Spencer only called one 
forensic scientist, who couldn’t even 
testify about the blood found on Kes-
sler’s shirt. “There’s no evidence that 
the blood is Claudine’s.”

Spencer said that in the interest 
of time, the forensic scientist for the 
blood evidence did not testify. Instead, 
the defense stipulated that the blood 
evidence belonged to Gifford. “Stipu-
lation is better than testimony,” Spen-
cer said. 

“The blood on the t-shirt, passen-
ger side of the car was Gifford’s. The 
blood on the driver’s side was Kes-
sler’s. It’s not fair for him to say that 
when he stipulated to the evidence.”

Cooley said investigators ignored a 
witness who swore Gifford was on the 
same flight from Dallas on September 
30. Defense investigator Jim Tice tes-
tified in rebuttal that he checked the 
passenger manifest, focusing on a 
Lisa Andrews. Of the five women of 
that name in the immediate Richmond 
area, four said they had not been on 
that flight. Because the fifth died years 
earlier and had worked in an area Gif-
ford was familiar with, defense spec-
ulated she could have assumed her 
name.

Spencer discredited the airline wit-
ness. “They know this guy. He calls 
(the sheriff ’s office) 30 times for ser-
vice. I don’t doubt he believes he saw 
Claudine, and he should be applauded 
for coming forward, anyone should. 
But he got the description wrong.” 
Additionally, Spencer proved the wit-
ness mixed up the identities of the 

attorneys and investigators who spent 
an hour in his home. 

Cooley noted potential suspects who 
were never investigated, like Gifford’s 
best friend, Susan Page, who he said 
was on a “witch hunt” to get Kessler 
within hours after learning Gifford 
was missing. 

He pointed a finger at Richard Gif-
ford as well. Cooley was critical of 
police for only taking the word of his 
daughter that he was in Florida the 
July 4, 2014, weekend Gifford van-
ished, saying they did not track his cell 
phone or check his work sites. And he 
reminded jurors that one of the Com-
monwealth’s witnesses saw four men 
follow the couple out to the parking 
lot at the Tiki Bar shortly after she was 
last seen.

Spencer accused Cooley of trying to 
distract jurors by pointing them in dif-
ferent directions. “So Richard Gifford 
drove up here and hid behind a tree in 

the hope Claudine would get out of the 
car? Or Susan drove from her home, an 
hour away, and hid behind the tree?” 

Spencer directed jurors to Gifford’s 
and Kessler’s cell phone records that 
show the phones were together the 
evening she disappeared, until her 
phone remained at his home while he 
took a late night trip across the water 
to his family cabin and back while 
claiming to be home alone all night. 
And then tracking the phones together 
all the next day when Kessler claimed 
to receive a text from Gifford that she 
left town. “Susan was no where near 
those tracking bands,” he reminded 
jurors. 

Spencer asked jurors to be fair to 
Gifford, her family and the Common-
wealth. 

“You are the judges of facts and 
the credibility of witnesses and their 
appearances,” he said. “Only one wit-
ness was not believable...Only one 

witness laughed throughout their tes-
timony. There’s only one conclusion: 
He’s lying.” 

According to the law, the Common-
wealth does not have to prove a cause 
of death, Spencer explained. Without 
a body, he said they only needed to 
prove a sudden disappearance because 
she hasn’t been seen since July 6. Evi-
dence of a violent struggle was shown in 
bruising on Kessler’s body including a 
defensive hand print. He said the action, 
conduct and statements by the defendant 
must be considered, including Kessler’s 
bizarre behavior, a barrage of cell phone 
texts every two minutes, some threaten-
ing, when she was in Florida.  And the 
sudden change in personal relationships, 
such as a complete loss of communica-
tion with her daughter. 

“She is dead. And he killed her,” he 
said. The evidence is the blood on his 
shirt and in the car, Kessler’s inconsis-
tent statements and lies, their two cell 
phones tracking together the day after 
she vanished...on the same system 
used by the FBI to find abducted chil-
dren. We know he went to the cabin 
that night based on cell records.

“After Lt. Self asked him, ‘Tell me 
where the body is for her daughter’s 
sake,’ Kessler’s reply was, ‘Let me go 
to Richmond and talk to my son and 
clear my head and I’ll tell you tomor-
row,’” Spencer quoted.

“There’s no reasonable theory of 
innocence. Please use common sense,” 
he told jurors. 

After court dismissed, Susan Page 
said Gifford’s family and friends are 
not the only victims.

“Todd’s son, Dillon, is a victim, too. 
He is a wonderful, polite young man 
who has now lost his father.”

This is only the fourth conviction 
for murder without a body in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 
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SPOTSYLVANIA—When chief 
investigator Lt. E.T. Self showed 
up at the Cox’s Farm Road house of 
James “Todd” Kessler two days after 
the disappearance of Claudine J. Gif-
ford, Kessler greeted him with “Hey, 
Timmy. I’ve been expecting you.” 

Self was the first of three investiga-
tors to testify Wednesday, including 
Shawn Hogge and Steve Sorensen. 
All told the same story, that they 
found Kessler outside power washing 
the back walk and dock.

“He was cooperative,” Self said 
of their first encounter with the man 
being tried for murder and conceal-
ment of Gifford’s body. Kessler gave 
them permission to search his home 
and vehicle.

What they collected were samples 
from small amounts of blood splat-
ter in the vehicle and in several loca-
tions in the house. In the master bed-
room they found a blood stained red 
t-shirt and tan shorts in the hamper 
that witnesses described he was wear-
ing at the Tiki Bar on July 6, 2014, 
the night Gifford disappeared. When 
investigators started taking pictures of 
the clothes, Kessler got agitated, said 
Self.

“He said, ‘I wasn’t wearing that 
shirt,’ and he pointed to a white shirt 
hanging in the closet,” Self testified. 
“He said he got blood on the red shirt 
from carrying Claudine out to the 

car. Then he stopped and said, ‘Wait 
a minute. I’m confused,’ and left the 
room.”

Kessler had an explanation for all 
the blood splatter. The blood in the 
car was from tearing a fingernail on 
her seatbelt, the Florida room blood 
from when she was drunk and tripped 
hitting her head on a grill and injur-
ing her nose, and the blood on the 
bathroom door was because she was 
always cutting herself shaving.

Witnesses testified they had seen 
Gifford with bruises on her body 

and a black eye on another occa-
sion. When a friend asked her what 
happened, Kessler answered that she’d 
been in a car accident. She told a co-
worker she walked into a shelf while 
sleepwalking. 

Under questioning by special pros-
ecutor Tony Spencer and defense 
attorney Craig Cooley, Self said Kes-
sler was cooperative when they took 
pictures of his swollen and bruised 
right forearm and hand, which he 
said he got when Claudine slammed 
the car door on his arm as he reached 

across her to fasten her seatbelt. The 
bruises under his arms and puncture 
wounds on his forearm were from 
water skiing, he said.

“He started getting irritated and 
asked if I wanted to take a picture of 
his ass because he had a bruise on 
it from skiing,” Self stated. Kessler 
also cooperated with giving his DNA 
samples.

Later in the day, Self said, “He got 
emotional. I asked him to tell me what 
happened to Claudine for Gabrielle’s 
sake. He said he needed to go to Rich-
mond and talk to his son to clear his 
head and that he’d tell me tomorrow.”

Self explained they also collected 
evidence at the Kessler family cabin 
on Hunton Lane. He said the investi-
gation to find Gifford is ongoing.

Spencer played a video of Self serv-
ing Kessler with the grand jury indict-
ments for murder. However the audio 
was so fuzzy and inaudible, prosecu-
tors released the transcript. 

On the video Kessler can be heard 
laughing. “I knew it was coming.” 
Without deputies asking one ques-
tion, he launched into a lengthy 
explanation of “two big spots on the 
rug are going to be from the fish” his 
dog caught. Other spots were from his 
dog’s cut paw and blood spots found 
on the couch were from scratch-
ing himself. “I scratch myself all the 
time,” he went on. 

Witnesses testified to his behavior 
in the weeks after the disappearance.

Trooper Josh W. Hudson said 
he clocked Kessler on his motor-
cycle going 100 mph down Cherry 
Point Drive in White Stone. After he 
crashed in a field, he said, “I’m the 
guy in the newspaper,” and proceeded 
to spill the story of how he left Gif-
ford at the Tiki Bar and that getting 
a speeding ticket would result in him 
being plastered on Facebook. “If I hit 
you, will you arrest me?” he asked 
Hudson.

Wanda Rose relayed a similar inci-
dent at the Tiki Bar when Kessler 
came up to their table and asked her 
and her husband if they knew who he 
was and then blurted out his story. 
When she told him about her dream 
that Gifford was alive and chained 
in a basement, Kessler slammed his 
beer on the table and yelled, “She’s 
dead.”

Her testimony was cut off when 
attorneys agreed to stipulate to the 
physical altercation that followed.

Jurors also heard from Eric George 
who was in Lancaster jail with Kes-
sler for nearly a year. In a conversation 
about a murder victim’s body being 
discovered, George claimed Kessler 
said, “If she was in deeper water, she 
never would have been found.”

He also heard Kessler talking about 
“some fishing hole by the bridge.”

“What did he say?” Spencer asked.
“That it was really deep.”
Prosecutors will begin day four pre-

senting forensic evidence.

SPOTSYLVANIA—Special 
prosecutor Tony Spencer con-
cluded the state’s case Friday 
against James “Todd” Kessler 
for the murder and concealment 
of the body of Claudine Gifford. 
His final witness showed that the 
victim’s cell phone movements 
the day after she went missing 
were consistent with Kessler’s 
cell phone.

Special prosecutor Tony Spen-
cer left court Friday after present-
ing 43 exhibits and some 30 wit-
nesses over four days. The Com-
monwealth rested its case late 
Friday afternoon.

FBI agent Wendell Cosenza, 
an expert in tracking cell phone 
movement, testified he calculated 
the movement of the two phones 
by triangulating off cell phone 
towers. Using records from Veri-
zon Cellular, on the afternoon 
of July 6, 2014, he placed their 
phones around Windmill Point 
Marina. Gifford was last seen 
leaving a beach bar at the marina 

with Kessler in the early evening 
hours.

Kessler had told investigators 
that he and Gifford left the Tiki 
Bar, but that less than a mile away, 
she got out of the car to return to 
the bar. However, Agent Cosenza 
said her cell phone continued 
on to the area of Kessler’s home 
off Cox’s Farm Road, where it 
remained until 10:16 p.m. when 
it stopped pinging off the towers.

“The phone is relatively sta-
tionary. There’s no activity,” he 
said.

“Does that mean it was turned 
off?” Spencer asked.

“It could. Or a tower was unable 
to pick up the signal because it 
was in a basement or blocked 
by tall buildings, which the area 
does not have,” he replied.

However, he noted Kessler’s 
phone continues to track to the 
area of his family’s cabin on 
Hunton Lane on the Corrotoman 
River between 7:58 and 9:02 p.m.

“It shows movement that is 
not inconsistent with traveling to 
the cabin and then back from the 

cabin. I can’t say the phone is at 
the cabin. The location is near the 
cabin.”

The signal on Gifford’s phone 
was picked up again at 7:21 
a.m. on July 7, still in the area 
of the defendant’s residence and 
remained there when Kessler 
phoned Gifford’s best friend, 
Susan Page, to ask if she knew 
where Gifford was.

According to phone records, 
the phone was also with Kes-
sler’s cell phone when he claimed 
to have received a text message 
from her phone saying she was 
fine and going to South Carolina 
on a job offer. When he met Page 
and her mother at the Alley Cafe 
at 1:09 p.m., Gifford’s phone was 
still tracking with his, and when 
he left there at 3 p.m. to go to 
the Rappahannock Grill, both 
phones appeared to track in that 
direction and back again to Alley 
Cafe at 4:27 p.m.

“There were 126 calls and 
text messages during the two-
day time frame the phones were 
tracked,” Cosenza said. “There’re 

looking like the same activity. I 
can’t say the phones are together, 
but they’re tracking in the same 
band.”

FBI forensic examiner Dr. 
Cynthia Morris Kukoski was able 
to determine Gifford’s blood on 
Kessler’s shirt. Both the shirt and 
blood tested positive for cocaine.

Spencer was able to estab-
lish a pattern of Kessler’s drug 
use through several witnesses, 
including Christian Lyons who 
testified to partying at the Cox’s 
Farm Road house in what he said 
Kessler dubbed as “safety meet-
ings.”

“Todd supplied lines of cocaine 
on the table tops to snort. While 
men were allowed to pick and 
choose, he told the women where 
they had to be,” Lyons said, in 
describing Kessler as controlling 
of women.

Investigator Brian O’Bier 
obtained pictures Kessler drew 
of Gifford from Yours Truly Pho-
tography. According to Spen-
cer’s opening statement, Kessler 
wanted to make them into Christ-

mas cards.
O’Bier stated blood samples 

from Kessler’s carpet, sofa and 
wall were not substantial enough 
and came back from a state foren-
sic lab as inconclusive.

Defense attorney Craig Cooley 
was able to put his first couple of 
witnesses on the stand before the 
trial adjourned for the weekend.

In attempting to establish Gif-
ford as suicidal and her husband 
as physically abusive, he pre-
sented Gifford’s medical records 
from one visit to the Northern 
Neck Free Health Clinic.

Therapist Robert Richey read 
from his report that Gifford had 
panic attacks about her abusive 
husband. But under cross exami-
nation by Spencer, he said she 
didn’t report any physical abuse, 
just “verbal tirades.” On a client 
form, Gifford had checked boxes 
that indicated panic attacks, 
depression, sadness, and lack 
of desires. However, she also 
checked “I am not suicidal.”

The trial resumes at 9 a.m. 
Monday.

SPOTSYLVANIA—The 
first full day of defense evi-
dence in the trial of James 
“Todd” Kessler for the murder 
and concealment of a body of 
Claudine Gifford included tes-
timony from the defendant and 
a witness who believes he saw 
Gifford on a plane months after 
her disappearance. 

Kessler told the court that he 
didn’t kill the woman he loved. 

Special prosecutor Tony 
Spencer, working with Lan-
caster Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Robert Cunningham and 
Assistant Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Kenny Kunkle, 
attempted to discredit both 
their key witness and the 
defendant.
Gifford sighting

Defense witness Richard 
“J.R.” Morgan Jr. told jurors he 
was positive he saw Gifford on 
his September 30, 2014, flight 
from Dallas to Richmond. 

The Lively resident said he 
recognized her from posters 
plastered all over the county for 
the past three months and that 
she passed him several times 
on her way to the restroom, 
which was located behind his 
seat.

“If this isn’t the lady, she has 
an identical twin,” he insisted. 
“Looked like someone broke 
the bridge of her nose.”

He described himself as 
6 feet, 3 inches tall and that 
she was about eight inches 
shorter and weighed 130 to 150 
pounds. Previous witnesses 
had described Gifford as being 
5-foot to 5-foot 3-inches tall 
and 100 pounds.

Spencer was able to show 
the court that during a lunch 

break, Morgan mistook him for 
defense attorney Cooley. Both 
men have gray hair and wear 
glasses. 

He also proved Morgan con-
fused Lancaster sheriff’s inves-
tigator Brian O’Bier with Steve 
Sorensen, describing both as 
bald. 

“Did you confuse them 
because you said their hair is 
the same?”

“Right,” Morgan replied.
Spencer stood the investi-

gators side-by-side to show 
Morgan that O’Bier has a full 
head of cropped brown hair 
while Sorensen is bald and is 
over 20 years older.

“Investigator O’Bier was in 
your house for over an hour,” 
Spencer said.

“But he never said anything,” 
Morgan claimed.

The prosecutor produced 
a passenger manifest that 
showed Gifford was not listed 
on the flight and showed bank 
records as evidence there was 
no activity by Gifford on her 
bank account since late June, 
2014.

Kessler was the first wit-
ness of the afternoon. Under 
defense questioning he was 
polite and soft spoken, claim-
ing he and Gifford had a won-
derful and happy relationship 
and he would do nothing to 
harm her.

“We had a blast. We were 
like two kids,” he said. “We did 
whatever we wanted to do. Yes, 
sometimes her drinking did get 
a little aggravating. She would 
embarrass herself or she would 
embarrass me.” 

He denied wearing a bloody 
red t-shirt, despite a time-
stamped photograph of him 

in the shirt at the beach bar 
the day Gifford disappeared. 
Investigators found it in his 
laundry basket two days later.

He denied he used cocaine, 
despite expert forensic witness 
testimony that cocaine was 
found in the sweat on the shirt.

He said Susan Page, the 
person who reported Gifford 
missing, was “evil” for trying 
to trick him and lying about 
what he said and claimed other 
witnesses against him were 
lying.

He claimed phone records 
supplied by Verizon of his and 
Claudine’s phone calls and 
texts were inaccurate.

He became emotional when 
he talked about stories in the 
Rappahannock Record.

“Where ever I went, I could 
hear people saying things about 
me. I couldn’t believe what the 
Rappahannock Record said 
about me. I didn’t think they 
were allowed to say that stuff 
about me,” he said tearfully. 

During five hours of tes-
timony, the defendant later 
became belligerent and hos-
tile with the prosecution, often 
chuckling with his response. 
Kessler continually spoke over 
Spencer’s questions and several 
times turned questions back 
around, resulting in admon-
ishments from Circuit Court 
Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III.

Spencer confronted Kes-
sler with a letter he wrote to 
Gifford’s daughter less than a 
month after her mother disap-
peared.

“You thought it was a 
good idea to send this to a 
15-year-old girl who just lost 
her mother?” Spencer asked, 
waving the letter in the air.

“Yes, I did.”

Spencer noted that many of 
the paragraphs were marked 
with the label “happy” or 
“sad.” Reading from the pages, 
he said, “You told her about 
work? About your collection of 
duck decoys? You muscle cars? 
...Your motorcycle?”

Kessler answered yes to 
each.

“And then you said you like 
your toys? You wrote this to a 
15-year-old girl who just lost 
her mother?”

“I thought her mother would 
want her to know about me.”

Spencer continued to read. 
“’The one thing I want you to 
know about me is that I loved, 
love, your mother.’ You said 
‘loved.’”

“I caught myself and changed 
it to love,” Kessler replied. “It 
was an easy mistake...I loved 
her more than I love myself.”

“How many times did you 
help search for the woman you 
loved more than yourself?”

“She wasn’t missing, so why 
should I search for her?”

Spencer questioned Kessler 
about his version of the “truth” 
because statements in the letter 
were very different from his 
testimony.

“This is a padded letter to 
a child. I did not think she 
wanted to hear that her mother 
had met me and we had sex 
that night,” Kessler replied.

“In your padded, fictional 
letter that you sent to Gabri-
elle, you told her it was your 
idea that she go to Florida, not 
her mother’s?”

“Yes.”
Spencer then noted the top-

less photo of Gifford that 
Kessler sent to her cell phone 
while she was in Florida as a 
threat for her to return or he 

Day 3: Investigators found blood in Kessler’s home and vehicle

Defense attorneys Craig Cooley (left) and Jim Breeden team up 
outside the Spotsylanvania County Circuit Court. Virginia State 
Trooper Josh W. Hudson was one of several prosecution witnesses.

by Audrey Thomasson

Special prosecutor Tony 
Spencer leaves court 
Friday after presenting 
43 exhibits and some 30 
witnesses over four days. 
The Commonwealth 
rested its case late Friday 
afternoon

Day 4: FBI agent traces Gifford’s cell phone to Kessler’s home
by Audrey Thomasson

Day 5: Kessler tells court he didn’t kill the woman he loved
by Audrey Thomasson would post it and a sex video 

on the internet. 
“Claudine taped us having 

sex,” he stated. “I called her 50 
times. Richard (Gifford) had 
her phone.”

Spencer also went after Kes-
sler for claiming he would do 
anything to help Gifford stop 
drinking.

“Is part of your helping her 
having a couple of beers at the 
house before going to the Tiki 
Bar and buying drinks?” he 
asked.

“She’s a grown woman. I 
can’t stop her,” he replied. 

“Ever threaten your wife?” 
Spencer asked of Kessler’s 
estranged wife.

“Yes
“Ever threaten to kill her?”
“Yes. She knew I would 

never hurt her. She got a 
restraining order, but she took 
it back.”

“Ever say, ‘I’m going to f---
--- kill you’ and ‘I know where 

you are’?”
“No. I said I couldn’t live 

without her. My wife and I 
are still friends. She’s been in 
this court room every day,” he 
replied.

 No evidence was presented 
as to where Gifford’s body 
might be. 

He stated Gifford was in 
constant touch with her daugh-
ter, that she would have told 
her everything he said in the 
letter and that she could not 
live without talking to her 
daughter every day.

Then why hasn’t she con-
tacted her in over a year, Spen-
cer asked.

“Well, I guess after all this 
time, maybe, well...,” he said, 
shrugging his shoulders. “I 
don’t think she’d stay away this 
long.”

The day ended with defense 
resting. Rebuttal witnesses are 
scheduled for Tuesday morning, 
followed by closing arguments.

Claudine Jaquier Gifford’s family, from left, includes 
daughter Gabrielle, husband Richard and sister Julianne 
Jaquier, pictured during a candlelight vigil August 3, 
2014, nearly one month after her disappearance.
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rare, we could get it up within a 
day or two,” Keck said. “With a 
submarine cable, or a pipe-type 
cable under the water, we’re 
talking months.”

Keck said Dominion estimates 
that underwater lines would be 4 
to 5 times more expensive than 
the overhead lines, over the life 
of the lines.

“The residents of Lancaster 
County and the board of super-
visors are vehemently opposed,” 
said Jason Bellows, chairman of 
the Lancaster board of supervi-
sors. Bellows presented a peti-
tion opposed to the application 
with 185 signatures. He also told 
the VMRC that Lancaster super-
visors have passed a resolution 
opposed to Dominion’s applica-
tion.

Bellows said local boards of 
supervisors were not consulted 
on the project.

“I think that a project of this 
scope, that has such an impact 
on the local communities, that 
the local boards of supervisors 
should have some input on this 
process, and these alternatives 
should be more thoroughly 
vetted,” Bellows said.

Lancaster county administra-
tor Frank Pleva agreed with Bel-
lows at the hearing.

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity,” Pleva said. “Once 
this project is put in, it’s going 
to be there 40 to 50 years from 
now.”

Pleva asked the VMRC to halt 
the permitting process while a 
third party looks at underground 
alternatives. He pointed out that 
the proposed power lines would 
be higher than the level of the 
bridge, which Keck confirmed: 
The bridge reaches 165 feet over 
the water at its peak, while the 
towers would reach up to 180 
feet.

Keck responded that Domin-
ion has reduced the height of the 
towers to the absolute minimum 
clearances allowed by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and 
the U.S. Coast Guard.

“Maybe some third party that 
has some engineering or marine 
science background could look 
at these alternatives,” Pleva said. 
“Cost is obviously a factor. We 
just think it’s not the only factor.”

Emily Davies of Urbanna 
prompted the public hearing by 
objecting to the application after 
spotting a notice in the South-
side Sentinel.

“Although I do support 
replacement of the existing 
power line, I’m concerned about 
the lack of transparency of this 
process, in that it has minimized 

NEWPORT NEWS—The 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission last Tuesday 
approved a permit application 
authorizing Mr. B’s Oyster 
Company LLC to deploy 512 
commercial aquaculture floats 
in the West Yeocomico River 
at Oyster Shell Point in Nor-
thumberland. The company 
will pay an annual $40.50 roy-
alty on 8,000 square feet of 
state-owned submerged land.

Aquaculture 
permit issued

Interior Rescue
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LANCASTER— At the 
July 30 meeting of the Lan-
caster board of supervisors,  
Virginia State Parks Eastern 
Region field operations man-
ager Tim Shrader presented 
an update on Belle Isle State 
Park.

He noted the park’s recent 
acquisition of Belle Isle Farm 
built in the 1700s. The his-
toric property was purchased 
as a part of a recent 152-acre 
expansion by the state three 
weeks ago.

“The house is structurally 
very sound, but it needs a lot 
of work. It should look great 
once it’s done,” said Shrader. 

In 1993, the state used 
nearly $3 million to buy a 
peninsula on the Northern 
Neck that would become 
Belle Isle State Park, the first 
state park on the Rappahan-
nock River. 

“Now the park is nearly 
900 acres and as near as I can 
tell, with this acquisition and 
another two-acre acquisition, 

I think the original bound-
aries of Belle Isle are back 
together from the late 1600s,” 
he said.

Shrader, who has been with 
the park since the very begin-
ning, is leaving by the end of 
the summer after 22 years of 
dedicated service. He recently 
was  promoted to Eastern 
Region field operations man-
ager, where he says he will be 
going away from the opera-
tions side of state parks and 
transitioning to supporting 18 
state parks in the Eastern half 
of Virginia through policy 
and legislation.

“I have never seen a person 
come into a county and make 
himself a part of its social and 
civic life like you have from 
day one. You have turned 
around and given consistently 
to the county and lots of its 
people,” said board member 
F.W. “Butch” Jenkins Jr. 
The entire board recognized 
Shrader for his efforts with 
the park and the community 
and wished him success in 
the future.

Big green caterpillars
This Hickory Horned Devil Caterpillar was one of two 
recently spotted on the grounds of Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury in Irvington. They are the 
largest caterpiller in North America reaching lengths 
up to 6 inches long, said Amy Lewis. The specimens at 
RWC are 5 inches long. If the plump caterpillars don’t 
become snake snack food, they burrow into the ground 
and change into shiny brown pupae. The pupae remain 
underground for one or two winters. In the spring, the 
adult royal walnut moth (or regal moth) emerges. This 
beautiful, orange-striped moth with yellow markings has 
a wingspan of up to 5½ inches. Photo by Amy Lewis

State adds Belle Isle 
Farm to park holdings

by Maggie Somerville

public involvement, and as a 
result has eliminated the need 
for further discussion of proj-
ect alternatives,” Davies said. 
“I’m the only person that wrote 
a written objection to this whole 
project, and my understanding 
is, without that, there wouldn’t 
even be a public hearing.”

VMRC associate board 
member John E. Zydron of 
Chesapeake moved to approve 
the application, seconded by 
James Minor III of Richmond.

“I think we need to look at the 
public in general,” Zydron said. 
“I don’t think anybody likes to 
be without power, so it’s not just 
the people who live on the river, 
it’s the people who live in the 
county.”

Zydron added that VMRC 
must consider its jurisdiction.

“It ain’t the sky,” Zydron said. 
“It’s not the view. It’s the sub-
aquatic grounds down there.”

Board member A.J. Erskine of 
Kilmarnock, aquaculture man-
ager for Cowart Seafood and 
Bevans Seafood, supported the 
motion.

“I think the applicant has done 
a fairly good job minimizing 
the environmental impacts, and 
I understand the opposition is 
more or less an aesthetic issue,” 
Erskine said. “That is taken into 
consideration in this commis-
sion.”

The motion to approve Domin-
ion’s application was approved 
with staff-recommended condi-
tions, 8-0-1, with commission 
member Lynn Haynie of Reed-
ville abstaining due to a conflict 
of interest.

Power lines
continued from page A1

REEDVILE—Early eve-
ning on July 29, the Omega 
Protein fishing vessel Tide-
lands pulled double duty as 
a rescue ship when it came 
to the aid of a tugboat whose 
barges became entangled at 
the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-
Tunnel, at the mouth of the 
Chesapeake Bay.

The tugboat, which was 
heading toward New York and 
was towing two barges loaded 
with bridge trestles, had just 
cleared a narrow section 
of the bridge between two 
pylons. But a quick-moving 
tide pushed the barges off 
course and into the bridge 
pylons. Seeing that the tug-
boat and barges had become 
snared by the bridge, Capt. 
Tom Moore, at the helm of 
the Tidelands, set out with 
crew members aboard the 
vessel’s purse seine boats to 
unmoor the stranded ships.

“We had to go. We were 
right there watching it,” said 
Capt. Moore, a fifth-gener-
ation menhaden fisherman 
who has worked with Omega 
Protein for the past 20 years, 
eight as a captain.

“If I was captain on the 
tugboat, I would have surely 
wanted someone in my situa-

Omega Protein vessel 
aids stranded tugboat

tion to come help me,”  said 
Capt. Moore.

The purse seine boats, 
which are normally used to 
catch schools of menhaden, 
were able to push the barges 
free of the pylons, rescuing 
the tugboat from a near-disas-
ter, and allowing the boat to 
continue on its way. 

Because of the quick 
actions of the crew of the 
Tidelands, the incident was 
quickly resolved within 15 
minutes. When the U.S. Coast 
Guard arrived to aid in the 
operation, the Tidelands had 
already cleared the tugboat 
and its barges of the bridge 
pylons.

Although the bridge sus-
tained some minimal damage, 
the rapid response from Capt. 
Moore and his crew helped 
prevent further problems for 
the tugboat, its barges, and 
the bridge

“He was in a bad way. 
Thank goodness we were 
there, because it could have 
been a lot worse than what it 
was,” added Capt. Moore.

Engaging individuals, strengthening community

For a monthly community calendar visit: www.nnconnection.org
A source for volunteerism
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25th Annual 

HURRY!
TICKETS ARE 

90% Sold Out
Get your tickets today!

Premier sponsor
Bon Secours Rappahannock General Hospital

September 11th
New location! 

Camp Kekoka, Boys Camp Road, Kilmarnock
With water taxis and plenty of parking, you can come by car OR by boat! 

SAME GREAT MENU

 Oysters, Crab Cakes, Steamed Shrimp, Soft Shell Crabs,
Fish, Clam Chowder, Pork BBQ, French Fries, Salad,
Sweet Potato Fries, Corn On the Cob, Hush Puppies,

Cole Slaw, Ice Cream
Domestic Beers $2     Wine and Cocktails $3     Craft Beers $4

Dance under the stars with En’ NOVATION, 
one of the area’s premier dance bands.

All this for just $50!!!

To Order Festival Tickets
800.777.9717

kiwsrotary.com

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE CONDUCT ESTATE SALES
&

Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported charges against 
four  individuals.

Felonies
Michael P. Monahan, 44, of Richmond 

was charged August 3 with being wanted by 
Henrico County authorities for possession of 
heroin.

Misdemeanors
A Mad Calf Lane man, 33, was charged 

July 27 with  violation of probation.
A Clover Lane man, 26, was charged July 

28 with failure to appear in King William 
court in connection with a traffic case.

A Mary Ball Road man, 39, was charged 
July 29 with assault and battery.

Activity report
July 27: Staff responded to a landlord/

tenant dispute in the 3500 block of Lara Road, 
at the request of a concerned citizen to the 
area of Coxs Farm Road to check on the well-
being of a pedestrian (no emergency services 
needed), and with Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment to the community hospital to assist staff 
with a mental health emergency; received 
from a Bagpipe Lane resident a complaint of 
a low-flying helicopter in the area of Carters 
Creek, from a Lancaster area resident a com-
plaint of attempted fraud (IRS tax scam tele-
phone call; no financial loss reported), and  a 
walk-in complaint for a protective order.

July 28: Staff discovered an open door to a 
White Stone area business during routine late 
night business checks (no criminal incident 
involved); transferred a cellular E911 call to 
Middlesex authorities on the request of the 
caller (no information given as to the reason 
for the call); attempted to locate a juvenile 
male who had run away from a Newport News 
behavioral center; responded to an E911 dis-
connect call on Salem Place (no emergency 
services needed), and with KPD to an assault 
call in the 15800 block of Mary Ball Road 
(arrest reported on July 29).

July 29: Staff responded to an unattended 
death on Midway Lane (John D. Stokes, 59, 
died from apparent natural causes), to a lar-
ceny complaint on Methodist Church Road 
(cash, stamps; $51 loss), to the 3500 block of 
Lara Road on a renter’s complaint of a large 
crowd gathering, to assist Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) with a call on Beach Road, to 
the area of Chinns Mill on a motorist’s report 
of several persons around a stopped vehicle 
(vehicle and person were gone on arrival), 
to a threatening text message complaint on 
Mount Vernon Lane (text messages were sent 
to the wrong number; no threat intended), and 
to a domestic disturbance on Sandlin Drive; 
received an attempted fraud complaint from 
a Poplar Neck Cove resident (caller claimed 
to be with Windows service department and 
directed the complainant, who does not have 
a computer, to turn on the computer so remote 
servicing could be performed; no financial 
loss involved); and received a report of theft 
from parked vehicles on Lancaster Drive (no 
contact made with the complainant).

July 30: Staff responded to an apparent 
self-inflicted gunshot incident on Beach Road 
(Richard Moffit, 71, was pronounced dead at 
the scene), received a larceny report from a 
Lancaster Drive resident (golf clubs, Geico 
golf club bag, $525 loss), and an attempted 
telephone fraud complaint from a Clark Road 
resident (complainant purportedly won $800, 
and needed to call 202-000-1112 to make 
arrangements to collect the money; no finan-
cial loss or personal identifying information 
released); and notified Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) of a downed tree 
blocking Cherry Point Drive. 

July 31: Staff notified Virginia Dominion 
Power of a reported line down on Bald Eagle 
Drive, and Northumberland authorities of 
a possible mental subject reporting persons 
with firearms in the 800 block of Beanes 
Road; responded to a domestic disturbance in 
the 4200 block of Morattico Road, and to a 
domestic disturbance/assault call in the 1400 
block of Irvington Road; and received a walk-
in report of unauthorized use of a credit/debit 
card ($102 loss). 

August 1: Staff responded to Tilden 
Lane to check on the well-being of an over-
due motorist who travelled from Maryland 
(response cancelled when the complainant 
reported receiving a message that the motor-
ist had arrived safely); notified Northumber-
land authorities of a medical emergency call 
in Heathsville; responded to an E911 discon-
nect call that originated from the 100 block 
of Morattico Church Road (no emergency 
services needed), with EMS to a medical 
emergency call on Gemini Lane, with EMS to 

check on the well-being of a Fitzhugh Street 
resident at the request of a concerned citizen 
(subject declined EMS services), to a two-
vehicle traffic crash, minor damages only, 
on Waverly Avenue, and to an assault call in 
the 2000 block of Morattico Road; received 
a larceny report from a Newtown Road resi-
dent (purse, cash, Social Security card, check 
book, bank card; purse recovered; $40 loss); 
checked on the well-being of a Reynolds Farm 
Road resident at the request of a concerned 
citizen (EMS dispatched; patient refusal); and 
intercepted a reported reckless driver in the 
Chinns Mill—Lancaster area.

August 2: Staff responded to a protective 
order violation on Woods Drive, to a fight 
call in the 1300 block of Harris Road, with 
EMS to the 100 block of Courtney Lane for 
a medical emergency call, to a shots fired 
complaint on Ocran Road, to a motorist’s 
complaint of a pedestrian interfering with 
traffic near the Ottoman Ferry (intoxicated 
person was taken home by a friend), to the 
1000 block of Beanes Road for a reported 
shooting (incident happened on Light Street; 
investigation being handled by Northumber-
land authorities; med-evac involved for one 
patient), and to a burglary on Grand Villa 
Drive (42” LG flat screen TV, 50” Sony flat 
screen TV, Phillips DVD player, assorted 
costume jewelry, coins, Winchester .22 
semiautomatic rifle, Russian SKS 7.62 cal. 
carbine, 20 round Tabco magazine, brown 
soft side long gun case, green bag with 
assorted ammunition, damage to doorway; 
$3,075 loss); checked on the well-being of 
a Loblolly Road resident at the request of a 
concerned out-of-town family member (sub-
ject had an argument with his girlfriend; left 
the home for a walk to calm down); received 
an assault complaint from the 9300 block of 
River Road (complainant declined to pros-
ecute), a debit card from a citizen who found 
it in a parking lot on Old Fairgrounds Way 
(owner lives in Northumberland; email mes-
sage left advising the card had been found), 
and a complaint from a kayaker off of Farley 
Lane of being cursed by a female onshore.

August 3: Staff assisted Northumberland 
authorities with a second shooting incident on 
Light Street; notified VDOT of a downed tree 
blocking Woods Drive; responded to a curse 
and abuse complaint in White Stone (call 
cancelled by complainant), to a residential 
burglary in the 900 block of Ottoman Ferry 
Road (coins, damages to door; $185 loss), 
to a domestic disturbance in the 300 block 
of Irvington Road (wanted person arrest 
reported above), and to an apparent suicide in 
the 300 block of Chesapeake Drive (Stephen 
M. Sheets, 22, of Chesapeake Drive, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene); and checked on 
the well-being of a Holly Haven Road resi-
dent at the request of a concerned citizen (no 
emergency services needed). 

Sheriff ’s staff also conducted 12 traffic 
stops, issued four summonses, assisted eight 
motorists, reported three deer strike acci-
dents, handled two calls for traffic control, 
investigated seven building alarms, logged 
five inmate transports, received 21 E911 
hangup calls and fielded four calls for animal 
control service.

Fire Calls
Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department 

responded to a CO2 alarm in the 1400 block 
of Corrotoman Drive and established a med-
evac landing zone at the firehouse in Lively.

Kilmarnock VFD responded to a traffic 
crash (unfounded) at Mary Ball and Good-
luck roads.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins this week reported charges 
against seven individuals.

Felonies
Lacey Renea Edwards, 24, of Lottsburg was 

charged July 27 with grand larceny.
Ryan Gene Swann, 29, of Heathsville was 

charged July 29 with malicious shooting into 
an occupied motor vehicle and brandishing a 
firearm.

Misdemeanors
A Heathsville man, 55, was charged July 27 

with being drunk in public.
A Burgess man, 30 was charged July 28 

with reckless driving.
A Hampton man, 33, was charged July 28 

by Newport News Police Department on a 
capias/attachment of the body for failing to 
pay child support.

A Lancaster man, 27, was charged July 31 
with reckless driving.

A Lancaster man, 36, was charged August 2 
with assault and battery.

Bromley charged in Light Street shooting 

Stanford Bromley
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H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland County 
Sheriff ’s Office on Tuesday 
night apprehended a suspect 
in a triple shooting Sunday 
night on Light Street.

Shortly after 7 p.m. August 
4, Stanford Cintaz “Lil Wac” 
Bromley was apprehended 
without incident at a rela-
tive’s house on Light Street 
following an anonymous tip.

Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins had 
asked citizens to be on the 
lookout for Bromley as a 
person of interest in the 

shooting.
At approximately 7 p.m. on 

August 2, the Northumber-
land County Sheriff ’s Office 
received information that a 
shooting had occurred in the 
1000 block of Light Street. 
The victims were identified as 
Darvell Kelly and Kendrick 
Diggs, both residents of Nor-
thumberland County.

At 3:39 a.m. on August 
3, another shooting call was 
reported at the same address in 
the 1000 block of Light Street. 
The victim of this shooting 
was Laquita/Laqueeta Palmer. 
Palmer was asleep on her 
couch when a person in an 

unknown vehicle fired into the 
residence wounding her.

Bromley has been charged 
with two counts of attempted 
murder and possession of a 
firearm by a convicted felon. 
The third shooting is still 
under investigation.

All three victims were flown 
to VCU Medical Center and 
are in stable condition. Kelly 
and Palmer have been oper-
ated on. A bullet was removed 
from the back of Kelly’s head.

To provide an anonymous 
tip to Northumberland Sher-
iff ’s Office, call 580-5221.
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Focal Point

Dandelion: Attractive nuisance

Photo by Laura Dent

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

One afternoon nine years ago as I was 
driving through Kilmarnock, I noticed what 
seemed to be endless scores of cars parked 
for blocks along Main Street. That evening 
I told my good wife that I had witnessed the 
parking for what must have been one of the 
largest funerals I ever had seen. Only a few 
days later did I learn that the service had 
been for Bud Swanell, who along with his 
wife, June, comprised one of the most giving 
couples ever to come to the Northern Neck.  

They had settled on a bucolic lane off of 
Windmill Point Road in a Victorian water-
man’s house that they carefully restored, 
retaining the ambience of its period to the 
extent that a visitor easily became lost in 
time. Into that setting they placed scenes 
painted by June’s ancestor, Charles John-
son, an illustrator from the Civil War period, 
along with typical Chesapeake Bay vistas. 
The house was their museum.

In 1997, they moved to a cottage in Rappa-
hannock Westminster-Canterbury, and after 
Bud’s death, June moved first to an apart-
ment, then to assisted living, and last month 

she died at the age of 88, having retained the 
appearance of a person far younger.

June had spent much of her career with 
the now long gone Woodward and Lothrop 
Department Store in Washington. When she 
first told me that 20 years ago, I replied that 
my maternal grandmother had worked with 
the old Boston Dry Goods Store, the precur-
sor of Woodies, as the store had come affec-
tionately to be called, which proved to be a 
tie that immediately bound us as friends.  

June and Bud were the quintessential vol-

unteers. If a worthy project existed in their 
midst, they were part of it. They lived to 
be of service, whether to their church, the 
needy, the ill, or the lonely.  Many people 
in those categories came to know them well. 
They were happiest doing for others, and 
their energy levels in the myriad exploits of 
serving were amazing. Being of service was 
their fun activity.

June spent her life learning. She continu-
ally tried to discover new aspects of life, 
whether they were in playing bridge, or 
studying local history, or mastering newly 
found recipes. She liked writing to describe 
her observations and reflections, and was 
as gifted with a pen as she was in all of her 
other pursuits. 

With respect to health, whether her own or 
that of those for whom she volunteered, June 
was both knowledgeable and attentive to 
every detail. Her compassionate concern for 
the beneficiaries of her volunteerism carried 
over in later life to those who cared for her. 

About five years ago she decided the time 
had come for her to move from her apart-

ment to a suite in the assisted living section. 
I commented that I thought she was being 
premature, to which she replied that when 
the time came for her to need that level of 
care she did not want her children or health 
providers to need to make those decisions. 
June wanted to make a small footprint in 
this world, but by the life she led, she made a 
large and inspirational one for everyone who 
knew her.

June recognized physical illness and inca-
pacity when she saw those characteristics in 
others as well as in herself, and she wanted 
to be certain that her own passage through 
life impinged on as few people as possible. 
In truth, by her very nature she never could 
be a burden on anyone, and she never was.  

The Northern Neck is replete with chari-
ties, organizations, and societies to which 
June and Bud contributed their time and tal-
ents. They came here asking what they could 
do as contributors, and they departed having 
given generously and happily.

Edith Rodman “June” Swanell, January 
23, 1927 – July 24, 2015,  R.I.P.

 

Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

June and Bud were the 
quintessential volunteers. If 
a worthy project existed in 
their midst, they were part of 
it. They lived to be of service, 
whether to their church, the 
needy, the ill, or the lonely.

YOUR LETTERS

In their rush to support the 
pro-life movement, it seems that 
Christians have forgotten their 
true mission, which is to protect 
the life of the soul. The 50 million 
abortions you protest represent 
50 million souls in heaven.

That’s a 100% success rate. 
How many of your churches can 
say the same? I suspect none.

You argue that if the child were 
allowed to live he would surely 
oppose the right of his mother to 
abort him. This may be true, but 
how many of these souls when 
brought before God’s judgment 
and unsaved will thank you for 
your rescue efforts? Absolutely 
none.

I any case, God terminates far 
more pregnancies than humans 
ever will. If morals are absolute 
as Christians so often claim, we 
can hardly be condemned for 
doing what God does thousands 
of times everyday.

And what part of abortion con-
stitutes the sin anyway? Is it the 
momentary pain experienced by 
the fetus?

Surely that pain is minuscule 
compared to the infinite torment 
of a lost soul in hell. However, if 
the real sin of abortion is that it 
deprives a child of earthly exis-
tence, then sexual abstinence 
must be counted a far greater sin 
for it deprives a child not only of 
earthly existence, but heavenly 
existence as well.

Perhaps the need to regain the 
public spotlight has made Chris-
tians forget what really matters. 
It’s not physical existence. In 
fact, Christ said that we should 
take no thought of our earthly 

Another point 
to ponder in the 
abortion debateThe proposed Dominion 

Power transmission lines across 
the Rappahannock River pose a 
significant threat to our greatest 
assets—the southern gateway 
to the Northern Neck and the 
majestic Rappahannock River. 
If built as proposed, the looming 
towers—nearly 180 feet tall—
will forever mar the bay and 
shoreline vistas.

The towers and huge buttresses 
will increase hazards to naviga-
tion, and will negatively impact 
the environment and wildlife. 
Dominion Power also proposed a 
new transmission line across the 
James River near historic James-
town. These proposals demon-
strate Dominion Power’s callus 
disregard for the importance of 
these vital assets to Virginia and 
the Northern Neck. It is mor-
ally incomprehensible that our 
elected leaders in the General 
Assembly and those responsible 
at Dominion Power would even 
consider such a grotesque abuse 
of these natural treasures.

This is the 21st century—we 
can do much better than accept 
1950s-technology. Theses rivers 
are no place for this overhead 
electrical infrastructure blight. 
Tell Dominion Power to get with 
the 21st century and submerge 
these lines.

Don’t be fooled by scare tac-
tics over rate increases, initial 
costs associated with underwater 
cables or power outages. The cost 
to all Virginians for losing these 
natural resources is immeasur-
able.

A Joint Legislative Audit and 
Review Commission study in 
2006 suggests that submerging 

Since my previous account of 
the insane State of the Nation, 
even more under-cover videos of 
Planned Parenthood’s ghoulish 
and evil dealings in baby body 
parts has come out.

A restraining order on the 
release of the damning evi-
dence was issued by an Obama 
appointed ‘judge’ known for rais-
ing over $200,000 for Obama’s 
last campaign. Can you say cro-
nyism/cover-up/conspiracy?

Apparently, last week’s critic 

Should power lines across the 
Rappahannock River at Norris 
Bridge be replaced for redun-
dancy and reliability? Before you 
answer, ask, “With what?”

The existing power lines run at 
bridge deck level (attached to the 
bridge) for the majority of the trip 
across, offering that breathtaking 
view both upstream and down to 
the Chesapeake Bay. Dominion 
Power is on track now to replace 
those lines. 

The replacement lines will be 
10 to 14 towering steel structures 
over 179 feet tall from shore to 
shore, placed 100 feet from the 
bridge—taller than the bridge at 
the center. Gleaming spires with 
triple draping lines will march 
across the bay view as a testa-
ment to the one-size-fits-all men-
tality of the power company.

I recently sent an email to 
Sen. Mark Warner asking him 
where his outrage is over the 
recent revelations concerning 
the harvesting of unborn baby 
body parts by Planned Parent-
hood and their negotiations over 
the price to be paid for them.

His reply referred to “con-
cerns about the recent contro-
versy involving two employees 
of Planned Parenthood unknow-
ingly videotaped in conversa-
tion with activists.”

Really Sen. Warner?  You 
have no outrage over the pre-
cise crunching of unborn babies 
so the organs worth the most 
to Planned Parenthood can be 
harvested intact? Our outrage 
should be directed at you.

Alan Merkel,
White Stone

I write to protest in the stron-
gest terms my objection to the 
construction of power line towers 
alongside the Norris Bridge.

That bridge is the principal 
entry to the Northern Neck from 
Eastern/Central Virginia, and to 
destroy its beautiful vista of the 
river and the bay with the erec-
tion of power lines is simply out-
rageous.  

 Bolling Williamson,
 White Stone

Outrageous

Submerge these
transmission lines

cables had minimal impact on 
rates to customers. Furthermore, 
by Dominion’s own admission, 
the Rappahannock line was taken 
out of service for over a year while 
the adjacent bridge was painted, 
which suggests that their claim of 
a blackout is disingenuous. 

Contact delegates and demand 
they protect the Commonwealth’s 
public assets. The Lancaster 
board of supervisors stands 
united in opposition and will 
fight to preserve these treasured 
resources. Please join us.

Shame on you Dominion 
Power. Do what’s ethically and 
morally right. Submerge these 
transmission lines.

Jason Bellows, White Stone, 
chairman Lancaster County 

Board of Supervisors 

Proposed power
lines will create
visual pollution

Dominion Power is not budg-
ing on alternatives to these behe-
moths. There has been no study 
of alternatives, no consideration, 
no compromise, no public input, 
no delay, no arguments, no envi-
ronmental impact study.

At the hearing last week before 
the Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission, Dominion Power 
gave the commission one 
choice—approve the towers, or 
reject the project. Full stop—no 
postponement, no alternatives, no 
further study.

This doubling down is in spite 
of, or because of, the Lancaster 
board of supervisors’ unanimous 
vote to oppose the towers. They 
support an underwater alterna-
tive. 

The Norris Bridge is an icon 
of our region, our water and our 
values. It is featured in our history, 
art, literature and conversations 
and evokes this part of Virginia. 
The proposed project will be an 
eyesore that should offend every 
Virginian who loves the area. 

This is the 21st century. We can 
do better. If we lose what we have 
now, we won’t get it back.

Joy Gwaltney,
White Stone

Objection 
to towers

lives. What matters is the soul’s 
eternal destiny. Everything else 
pales to infinitesimal significance 
by comparison. If you are truly 
a Christian, maybe you  need to 
seriously ponder whether or not 
you actually believe that.

Charles VanDenburgh,
Wicomico Church

Exposing evil

agreed with me that labeling 
the Confederate Flag as “hate 
speech” and removing it as “col-
lective white guilt” was wrong, 
though I doubt she meant to lend 
to that appearance.

Yes, indeed, Obama did order 
the flags flown at half mast/staff 
after that ‘observant’ Muslim 
murdered those unarmed 
Marines…wait for it…5 days 
after they were slaughtered due to 
the outrage of his praising Islam 
on the very same day and never 
saying a word about the murder 
of those young adults.

Even worse—the Obama 
administration has had the armed 
Navy officer that shot and killed 
the Muslim shooter charged with 
‘firing his personal weapon.’

When referencing the Found-
ing Fathers in regards to ‘equal-
ity,’ it’s interesting to note that the 
very First Amendment protects 
freedom of religion. The lesbian 
couple that insisted that Chris-
tian bakers bake their ‘wedding’ 
cake, or else, knew they were 
Christians. They knew they were 
asking them to do something 
unalterably contrary to the Bibli-
cal Covenant of Holy Matrimony. 
At the time, gay marriage was not 
legal in their state, but that didn’t 
stop a judge from fining them 
$135,000 for refusing to and 
‘hurting their feelings.’

Apparently, I am “mean-spir-
ited, exaggerating, vicious, and 
inflammatory” because I am 
outraged by these events, not 
inclined to ‘celebrate diversity,‘ 
and I definitely draw the line in 
having it crammed down my 
throat.

If exposing evil is ‘inflamma-
tory,’ I will gladly pour gas on a 
match.

Catherine Crabill,
Irvington

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
“Beer, if drunk in moderation, softens 

the temper, cheers the spirit and promotes 
health.”—Thomas Jefferson

 Get out the frosty mugs.
The first Friday in August is International 

Beer Day (IBD). Yes, that would be this Friday, 
August 7.

You’ve probably seen the shirts, posters and 
greeting cards that say Benjamin Franklin gave 
us the popular adage: “Beer is proof that God 
loves us and wants us to be happy.”

However, Franklin scholars and beer histori-
ans acknowledge there’s no proof Ben ever said 
it. They’re not even sure he liked beer.

He was probably misquoted, intentionally 
or not. Corresponding with a Frenchman, Ben 
wrote something like: “Behold the rain which 
descends from heaven upon our vineyards, there 
it enters the roots of the vines, to be changed 
into wine, a constant proof that God loves us, 
and loves to see us happy.”

There appears to be about as much confu-
sion over exactly where and when the unofficial 
IBD originated. Some say it was in a bar in 
Santa Cruz, Calif., others say in a pub in San 
Francisco, Calif., by Jesse Avshalomov, Evan 
Hamilton, Aaron Araki and Richard Hernandez. 
It could have been 2007, or 2008.

The source of the confusion could very well 
be from the celebratory consumption, or over 
indulgence, of a concoction of hops, malts, yeast 
and water.

Beer is an alcoholic beverage made by fer-
menting sugars found in cereal grains such as 
wheat or barley. Many beers are brewed with 

hops, herbs or fruits to add flavor.
Considered one of the world’s oldest thirst 

quenchers, beer is the third most consumed bev-
erage in the world after water and tea.

Beer aficionados tend to agree on the purpose 
of IBD:

beer, especially any original brew.

by celebrating the beers of all nations together on 
a single day.

From a humble and well-meaning toast on the 
West Coast of the U.S. just a short time ago, IBD 
has evolved into a global celebration.

Then again, how much arm twisting does it 
take to convince a beer connoisseur to do a few 
arm curls?

Do you really need an excuse to enjoy a cold 
beer?

Even if you’re not a regular beer drinker, there 
are a number of ways you can participate in IBD.

Visit a pub.
Buy a stranger a pint. 
Treat your friends to a mug.
Buy a round for the house.
Step out of your domestic comfort zone and try 

an import.
Tour a brewery.
Tap a keg.
Remember to “drink in moderation.”
Avoid drinking and driving.
And remember, you don’t want to be party to 

the unofficial International Beer Hangover Day 
on Saturday.
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WHO IS TONI ALLISON? 
WHO IS RUNNING FOR 

CIRCUIT COURT CLERK 
IN NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY?

 
Toni is a native of Northumberland County and has been 

employed in the legal profession since November 1990. 

She has been employed as the administrative assistant for 

the Northumberland County Commonwealth’s Attorney’s 

Office since 1996. Her duties there have included prepar-

ing criminal cases for trial in the Circuit Court as well as 

preparing the criminal dockets; the schedule used by the 

Court, Commonwealth Attorney, defense attorneys, the Northumberland County Sheriff ’s 

Office and the Northern Neck Regional Jail. Toni attends every day of criminal court and is 

responsible for seeing that orders reflecting the Court’s rulings are correct. She has assisted in 

matters ranging from hunting violations to first degree murder trials, to hearings on resto-

ration of driving privileges and civil rights. She has also served as clerk for the Multi-Jurisdic-

tion Grand Jury for the past 6 years.

Toni has a broad understanding of the legal system and the need for necessary changes in 

the Circuit Court Clerk’s Office. Among the issues Toni would like to address in the Nor-

thumberland County Circuit Court Clerk’s Office is ensuring correct data entry to produce 

accurate criminal records. This is critical to the proper running of our legal system, so citi-

zens are treated fairly and the safety of law enforcement officers in Northumberland County 

is enhanced.

Toni currently resides in Lottsburg with her 
husband, Joey Allison, and her two children, 

Hannah, 15, and Will, 12. Her family owns and 

operates Allison’s Ace Hardware in Lottsburg. She 

is a graduate of Northumberland High School and 

Rappahannock Community College and holds a 

paralegal certificate from Old Dominion Univer-

sity. 
Paid for and authorized by Karen. O. Allison 
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Do you Remember?
The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department’s carnival 

grand prize, as well as a Spindrier washing machine, a 
7-tube console radio and 100 tickets to the the Fairfax 
Theatre. During the World War II years, a new car was 
not available, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn. Notice the ticket price. The 80th edition 
of the KVFD Firemen’s Festival continues through  
Saturday, August 8, at the KVFD Carnival Grounds, 200 
Waverly Avenue, Kilmarnock. “Do you Remember?” is a 
community service of the museum. 

(Reprints from the  Virginia Citizen dated August 4,1905)

Millenbeck
Mrs. J. A. Rogers has returned home after several months at 

Irvington with her daughter, Mrs. S. P. Simmons.
Bessie Carter, who has been in Baltimore for several weeks, 

has returned to his home.
Jas. E. Amos, of Reidsville, N.C., was here last week, visiting 

at the home of Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Davis, Sr. On returning home 
he purchased from W. H. Warren a fine home of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. W. Davis, Sr. On returning home he purchased from W. H. 
Warren a fine horse known as Boy Wills.

Irvington
Capt. J. H. Whealton was a guest of W. McD. Lee yesterday.
Miss Mela Rose, of Fredericksburg, is a guest of Miss Kate 

Messick.
B. G.  and W. B. Crowther, of Mila, dropped in to see us a few 

days ago.
Miss Helen Croxton, of Tappahannock, is the guest of her 

cousin, Miss Estelle Griffith..

White Stone
Dr. M. C. Oldham called Dr. H. B. Treakle in consultation over 

J. Sharp Chowning, of Merry Point, who has been critically ill. 
Mrs. Chowning is now somewhat improved.

Miss Eola Wagner, of Wilmington, is visiting friends here. She 
is accompanied by her two little sisters.

The infant son of Mr. and Mrs. T. Arthur Treakle, which has 
been critically ill for the last week or so is slowly improving.

Norwood Hall, son of Rev. N. N. Hall, of Front Royal, is visit-
ing at the home of his Uncle Neville Hall.

Weems
Miss Naomi D. Howeth, of Elizabeth City, N.C., arrived here 

Saturday morning to take in the camp and visit her brother, G. 
O. Howeth of Corrottman Point. Miss Howeth has just returned 
from a trip north and will spend some time with friends in Irving-
ton before returning home.

Miss Mollie Brent, of Ocran, has been visiting Miss Bonibel 
Cross this week.

Whealton (Morattico)
C. W. Fullerton has taken charge of the post office.
The Misses Higgins, of New York, are visiting at the home of 

Mrs. L. M. Thomas.
Capt. E. L. Thomas left for Baltimore Monday.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball 

Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

A hero: “….a man who is 
endowed with great courage 
and strength…..”

  It is curious how the Wash-
ington establishment “news” 
media and personalities (Fox, 
ABC, CBS, NBC), the presi-
dential want-to-be’s (Perry, 
Bush, Rubio, Graham,  Kasich)  
jump on the anti-Trump band-
wagon. They take Trump’s 
words, cherry pick them and 
charge that Trump insulted 
McCain, veterans, former 
POWs and all military.

Donald Trump is 
right. McCain is a lousy leg-
islator. Trump does not bow to 
political correctness. He tells 
the truth; bluntly and non-apol-
ogetically.

Some McCain background: 
1958 graduate of the U.S. 
Naval Academy, 5th from last 
in his class of 899, achieved 
the reputation for being a 
non-conformist, founder of 
the unofficial club, “The Bad 
Boys.” McCain was actively 
shepherded through the acad-
emy and his naval career by his 
admiral father.

Shot down over Vietnam in 
October 1967, he spent five 
years in a Vietnamese prison, 
refused early release from 
prison offered to him in 1968 
while his four-star admiral 
father was CINCPACFLT, in 
charge of executing the naval 
war in the Pacific. His refusal 
was the right thing to do. Had 
he accepted, his name and 
future would have been irrepa-
rably damaged. Fellow POWs, 
active duty forces and retired 
veterans worldwide would 
have been greatly insulted and 
belittled at his release because 
of his father’s position.

It is my opinion that every 
naval aviator and all other ser-
vice pilots who flew combat 
missions in Vietnam displayed 
extraordinary courage, strength 
and unmatched bravery, espe-
cially the hundreds who were 
shot down, captured and tor-
tured in Vietnamese prisons.

My classmate, Leo Hyatt, 
spent the longest time in one of 
those prisons, after his VIGI-
LANTI  RA5C was shot down 
in August 1967. I classify all of 
these airmen as “Heroes.” Most 
have received very little press. 
It is not possible, nor appropri-
ate, to treat any of these POWs 
as more courageous than the 
other.

F. C. Dugan III,
Captain, USN

retired, Hague

Trump right
on McCain

Henry Hull recently outlined 
the tragic death of Paul Reber, 
executive director, Stratford 
Hall. Riding his bicycle, Paul 
was killed by a tractor-trailer in 
Westmoreland County. Mr. Hull 
sensitively detailed Paul’s career 
and covered his rich contributions 
to the Northern Neck’s historic 
legacy, and our region’s economic 
vitality.

Paul Reber was a dear friend, 
but I’m not the only colleague 
who suffers deep heartache for 
Paul’s suffering wife and chil-
dren. His friends were indeed 
legion, and Paul will be badly 
missed as one of our region’s 
crown gems, Stratford Hall. 

Mr. Hull noted Paul was an 
experienced biker and further, 

Reber’s legacy

I have a treasure trove of pic-
tures from Northumberland and 
Richmond counties, particularly 
the Farnham area, that were taken 
from the early to mid-1900s.

Sadly, many are not labeled. 
However, happily, many are. I 
would be delighted to pass them 
on to family members.

The surnames include Barton, 
Beatley, Bond, Boyle, Brown, 
Bryant, Coates, Conley, Court-
ney, Davis, Dawson, Dodson, 
Douglas, Dunaway, Elmore, For-
rester, Hall, Headley, Hinson, 
Hinton, Jones, King, Landman, 
Lawson, Lewis, Miller, Prescott, 
Rowe, Sisson and Warwick.

Anyone interested in these 
pictures can contact me at pnew-
some@hotmail.com, or write 
Peggy Newsome, P.O. Box 66, 
Cobbs Creek, VA 23035.

Peggy Newsome,
Cobbs Creek.

Old photos
to share

 Last week a writer called me a 
“bellwether”—a compliment if it 
were true.  A “bellwether” is one 
who “leads and indicates trends” 
and I do not see myself in that 
role. The climate scientists are 
truly the bellwethers. 

The writer also asked some 
good questions, although in a 
deprecating tone; and invented 
some false conclusions from my 
letters.

  I do not recommend a carbon 
tax. I support a carbon fee and 
dividend (CF&D) approach that 
puts an initial price on carbon 
at the entry point into the econ-
omy and increases it each year. 
The revenues are all returned to 
households, thereby making it 
revenue neutral. Grover Norquist 
agrees to this. Congressmen who 
support this approach are not 
violating their “no new taxes” 
pledge.

Economic analysis shows 
when CF&D is implemented, an 
increase in GDP and employ-
ment will occur due to increases 
in consumer spending of the divi-
dends.

 The question, “How can 100% 
of taxes be returned to taxpay-
ers?” is easily answered. Fees are 
returned the same way part of the 
stimulus package was returned 
to households in 2009 when the 
economy tanked. Using the exist-
ing list of taxpayers, each is sent 
a check. 

 The writer claimed my state-

Bellwether not

ments to be “intellectually 
boring.”  I suggest he download 
the report that provides the basis 
for my claims from citizenscli-
matelobby.org/remi-report/ and 
read the comprehensive eco-
nomic analysis. It describes the 
methodology, analysis and con-
clusions in detail used by REMI.

 Speaking as a “bellwether,” 
the science is unequivocal that 
if something is not done to curb 
CO2 emissions, and keep the 
concentration in our atmosphere 
under 450 ppm, our Earth will be 
a very different and difficult place 
to live in for our grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 

A carbon fee and dividend pro-
gram to shift us away from fossil 
fuels is an important part of the 
solution.

 Gregory T Haugan, PhD,
Heathsville

My work has taken me to 
towns and cities all around the 
world for over 35 years.  

I have seen and experienced 
my share of mobile food vendors. 
And based on this experience 
my biggest concern has always 
been the sanitary conditions; I’ve 
passed up plenty I did not trust.

But unlike many undeveloped 
areas around the world which 
have lax if any food health regula-
tions, the Virginia Department of 
Health subjects these vendors to 
the same standards as any restau-
rant. With that being said, I find 
mobile food vendors a welcome 
addition to a community. 

Not only does Barbara of “Bar-
bara’s Hot Dog Cart” sell a good 
dog, she’s also a very pleasant 
person to chat with, and she fills a 
void for a fast alternative to grab-
bing a bite, especially for those 
who are on the run. Not one com-
plaint in eight and a half years 
of service? I’m guessing that’s a 
record many businesses would 
love to have.

To the powers that be, please 
don’t over-regulate the Barbaras 
out of work. They are out there 
making an honest living, filling 
a need, and in my opinion, giving 
towns like Kilmarnock a positive 
vibrant spin.  

Kent Eanes,
Heathsville

I read an article in a recent issue 
of the Rappahannock Record on 
a planning commission meeting. 
There seemed to be a concern 
from one of their members about 
2 mobile food concessions oper-
ating in Kilmarnock’s Steptoe’s 
District.

I would like to comment on 
the subject since I travel into your 
town just about every day. I con-
sider myself a local “come here” 
since 1992 and I also feel very 
strongly about this area.

I think the hotdog stand is 
very unique, especially to tour-
ists walking the city streets. As 
for Terrie’s concession unit, she 
appears to be basically perma-
nent with all the electrical and 
plumbing lines and underpinning 
connected to her unit. Also she 
has invested in very nice furniture 
and umbrellas for seating and 
shade which adds to the aesthet-
ics and is attractive and appealing 
to locals and tourists.

If the planning committee is 
truly worried about aesthetics 
and the effect on tourists visiting 
their “fancy” Steptoe’s District 
and not in keeping with the tone 
they would like to have set for 
their visitors, they need to take 
a strong look at a property that 
greets each and every resident or 
tourist when they come into the 
entrance of Kilmarnock. I might 
add, a community that is well 
kept and attractive to visitors.

Millie Walker,
White Stone

The integrity of Kilmarnock 
does not depend on the buildings 
of which the town forms, but with 
the people who are within it.

Whether you are a waitress, a 
cashier, or a food truck vendor, 

The 99th District Tea Party 
will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
August 11, at the Upper Lan-
caster Ruritan Club, 3989 
White Chapel Road, Lively.

Guest speaker Helen Heath 
will discuss Turning Point USA, 
a rapidly expanding college-age 
organization. The meeting is 
open to the public, welcoming 
college and high school stu-
dents, parents and teachers.

Within three years, this 
leadership trained group has 
expanded to all 50 states, 
deploying the largest conserva-
tive campus program in modern 
history, said vice president Lyn 
Neira. The message they offer 
their generation is sharing their 
ideas on free market common 
sense, liberty and fiscal respon-
sibility in government and a 
venue to speak about the prob-
lems of debt and big govern-
ment in their own language.

Through this young minds 
are actively engaged, said Neira. 
Members share common values 
that are in contrast to the depen-
dency agenda promoted by pro-
fessors, mainstream media and 
popular culture.Their favorite 
bumper sticker is “Government 
Sucks.” 

As newly appointed field 
coordinator for Virginia, Heath 
is one of many full-time staff 

Paul “embraced cycling as a 
means of attracting tourists and 
promoting physical fitness…” 
As an active cyclist, I supported 
Paul’s objectives and it is pain-
fully ironic Paul was killed pursu-
ing an innocent activity he loved 
so much.

Are there lessons from Paul’s 
death upon which we can reflect? 
Yes, and as one who frequently 
bikes on our back roads, please 
indulge some observations, 
respectfully offered: Taking to 
heart the slogan, “Please Share the 
Road,” most citizens give cyclists 
a courteous berth. But there are 
citizens who view cyclists as an 
inconvenient obstruction. From 
experience, cyclists try to avoid: 
Teenagers with cell phones, com-
mercial trucks, pickups flying the 
battle flag—more than one of the 
latter operators has hurled beer 
cans (empty) at my head.  

And we also try to avoid those 
who will not maintain control 
over aggressive dogs. “Bad dogs” 
often attack cyclists, and some 
owners do not realize they are 
liable for serious civil action if 
a dog attacks a cyclist or pedes-
trian who is negotiating a public 
byway. 

So, as we mourn Paul Reber, 
let’s consider our mutual respon-
sibility to respect each other, and 
“Please Share the Road.”

Clark B. Hall,
Wicomico Church

Aesthetics reaches
beyond mobile
food vendors

People are the
true integrity
of Kilmarnock

Mobile food
vendors are a 
welcome addition

Speaker to discuss
Turning Point USA

Helen Heath

involved in Turning Points 
expansion to make a difference 
on up to 1,000 college cam-
puses. Based in Virginia Beach, 
her area includes campuses 
from Tidewater to Blacksburg 
and into Northern Virginia. 

A native of Kansas, Heath 
earned a degree in political 
science from the University 
of  Missouri in Kansas City. 
She earned a master’s in gov-
ernment from Regent Univer-
sity while she also worked on 
behalf of Virginia candidates 
for office. She also has served 
as Hampton Roads field liai-
son for American Commit-
ment and worked as a private 
consultant.

we are what makes this town. 
People come here to see the 
quaint idea of people who live on 
the motto of “shop local.” Noth-
ing gets more local than Terrie’s 
Place. The food is bought from 
local businesses and sold to local 
people.

I believe that out of all the neg-
ativity the council has brought 
forth about local food trucks, it 
has given an enormous amount 
of good. 

This issue has really shown 
how the small town of Kilmar-
nock will come together and pro-
tect its own.

 On the last Friday of July 
the town celebrated Food Truck 
Friday. Both food trucks were 
flooded with support from the 
town. 

If you donated 100 hotdogs 
and free drinks, made amazing 
flyers, or even just came out to 
show your support, that’s the true 
integrity of Kilmarnock.

Andrea Davis,
White Stone

Gift Subscriptions
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Now he’s helping people  
right here in our own community.

Board-certified general surgeon Wirt W. Cross, Jr., MD, has 
performed difficult surgeries under equally difficult conditions 
during service in the U.S. Navy. 

Now as he and his family return to the area, he’s bringing his 
capabilities – and his belief that surgery is a calling – to the 
people of the Northern Neck. Dr. Cross could have practiced 
general surgery, including hernia repair, gastrointestinal 
procedures and vascular surgery, just about anywhere.  
He chose to come here. To make an appointment with  
Dr. Cross, please call Riverside Surgical Specialists at  
804-443-6232.

DR. CROSS 
served his country  

all around the world.

80th FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL

TICKETS

JULY 30th - AUGUST 8th

(every night except Sunday)

Win This Car!!

Support the
KILMARNOCK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT’S

80 th ANNUAL FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL

DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT TO WIN

2015 CHEVROLET CAMARO

Provided by Northern Neck Chevrolet & Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Dept.

$10.00 TICKET DONATION
ONLY 5,500 TICKETS BEING SOLD!

WHITE STONE—Town Council will meet at 7 p.m. tonight, 
August 6, at Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone.

According to town manager Patrick Frere, there are no public hear-
ings on the agenda, which includes committee reports, along with 
reports from Frere and police chief Cliff Dawson. 

Frere also plans to present council an update on two planning 
grant applications, one for residential rehabilitation and a town sewer 
system, the other regarding downtown renovations. 

Frere had expected to hear from the governor’s office regarding the 
phase 1, residential planning grant, in late June. But as of press time, 
there has been no announcement from Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s office. 

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock planning commis-
sion will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, August 10, at Town Hall, 1 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

The commission will continue its discussion of a request to create 
regulations for mobile food vendors in the Steptoe’s Overlay District. 

LANCASTER—The Lancaster school board will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. Monday, August 10, Lancaster Middle School Media 
Center, 191 School Street, Kilmarnock. 

Several action items such as the Comprehensive Evaluation for 
Instructional Resource Professionals and goal setting for student aca-
demic or program growth, not discussed at the July meeting, have 
been added to the agenda for August.

 In addition, the Annual Evaluation for Instructional Resource Pro-
fessionals and the Annual Crisis Plan will be discussed.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of super-
visors will conduct several public hearings Thursday, August 13.

The board will convene at 5 p.m. at the Northumberland Courts 
Building, 39 Judicial Place, Heathsville. Public hearings are slated for 
7 p.m.

Hearings will address:

Silberberg to abandon two vacant lots off Fleet Road before Fleeton 
Wharf Road in Fleeton. 

towers at 2172 Northumberland Highway,  6234 Northumberland 
Highway, and 11703 Northumberland Highway. 

at the end of Sandy Run Trail on Indian Creek.

build a second pier on her lot at 1954 Bon Harbor Road, on the Yeo-
comico River in Lottsburg.

LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland school board will 
meet at  6 p.m. Monday, August 10, at the school board office, 2172 
Northumberland Highway, Lottsburg.

Shauna McCranie, new gifted and talented teacher, will make a pre-
sentation on a proposed field trip to Port Isabella, on which the board 
is expected to take action.

The Boys and Girls Club of the Northern Neck will make a presen-
tation on a new program at Northumberland Middle School. 

Superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates will address a safety grant appli-
cation to pay for card scanners and comment regarding personnel 
vacancies.

Assistant superintendent Dr. Holly Wargo will provide a prelimi-
nary test score update. The board meets at 6 p.m. in the school board 
office at 2172 Northumberland Highway in Lottsburg.

I R V I N G T O N — T h e 
Steamboat Era Museum in 
Irvington recently nomi-
nated the pilothouse from 
the Steamboat Potomac in 
Virginia’s Top Ten Endan-
gered Artifacts campaign of 
the Virginia Association of 
Museums. 

 Plans are currently under 
way to raise funds to restore 
the pilothouse and bring it 
into the museum, as its cen-
terpiece exhibit, by 2017. 
The pilothouse is the larg-
est remaining section of any 
Chesapeake Bay steamboat.

 “Conservation is a vital 
component of our mission, 
and Virginia’s Top 10 cam-
paign enables our museum 
supporters to bring the 
importance of this mission 
into the public spotlight.” 
said museum president Eric 
Nost.

Vote at vatop10artifacts.
org by August 23. 

 The Top Ten Endan-

Potomac pilothouse nominated for
‘Top Ten Endangered Artifacts’ list

The Steamboat Potomac on the Rappahannock River

gered Artifacts campaign is 
designed to create awareness 
of the importance of preserv-
ing artifacts in care at muse-

ums, libraries and archives 
throughout the common-
wealth and in the District 
of Columbia. The campaign 

showcases the importance 
of Virginia’s diverse history, 
heritage and culture and the 
role that artifacts play in tell-
ing those stories. 

Nominations will be 
reviewed by an independent 
panel of collections and con-
servation experts; and Top 
10 honorees, as well as a 
“People’s Choice” honoree, 
will be announced Septem-
ber15. The public voting will 
be considered by the panel as 
they make their f inal selec-
tions.
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