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KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock 
planning commission has broadened 
the scope of its mobile vendor delibera-
tions.

By the end of the August 10 meeting, 
the commission had shifted focus from 
mobile food vendors to mobile vendors 
generally. Commission chairman Lindsy 
Gardner asked planning and zoning 
director Marshall Sebra to research 
guidelines and ordinances in other local-
ities on mobile vendors generally.

In response to an upwelling of public 
support for mobile food vendors Ter-
rie’s Place and Barbara’s Hot Dog Cart, 
the only two mobile food vendors in the 
Steptoe’s Overlay district, commission 
members also emphasized they are not 
targeting or closing any specific busi-
nesses.

“Hopefully, the citizens that under-
stand how this process works would 
also understand that we’d have to have 
two public hearings and invite the 
public in to have comment before we 
would ever make a decision on that,” 
said planning commission council liai-
son Chris Allen.

Gardner said the planning commis-
sion should go “above and beyond to 
make this discussion very transparent” 
and that she was “encouraged by the 
passion and enthusiasm for Kilmarnock 
businesses.”

“There was a lot of outpouring of 
support for local businesses, and a lot 
of discussion, and that made me very 
happy, that people were taking an inter-
est and stating opinions,” Gardner said. 
“That’s certainly the intent of the demo-
cratic process.”

“There is going to be some impact on 
current businesses,” said commission 
member Spike Nunn. “It shouldn’t be 
restrictive. It should be protective, not 
only for our own businesses, but for the 

merchant who might want to come in 
on a temporary business to try it out, see 
how it works.”

Commission members also raised 
the prospect of encouraging food trucks 
in the town, particularly in the planned 
Town Centre Park. Commission vice 
chairman Ann Towner took a note from 
West Point, which has mobile vendor 
regulations.

“I noticed in the West Point guide-
lines it says the town reserves the right to 
establish separate rules and regulations 
for the operation of pushcarts and mobile 
food units on lands owned by the town,” 
Towner said. “Would that be something 
that would be considered for the park?”

Sebra said the conversation has come 
up before.

“I think that some type of food 
vending is going to be warranted and 
needed, and there’s a very high potential 
to create some type of Kilmarnock food 
truck program,” Sebra said. “If we had 
a showing of people that really wanted 
to jump in this business, and we had a 
place for them to do it, I mean, I see that 
being a really good thing.”

Commission member Neil Shultz 
pointed out that many food trucks have 
strong social media followings.

“They want to know where the taco 
truck is going to be that day,” Shultz 
said. “And so if you did an event at the 

town park, or in town, it might be worth 
reaching out to some of these food 
trucks and saying hey, would you be 
interested in coming here while we do 
this event, and it might actually expose 
some people to the area.”

Gardner said she had heard hesita-
tion to create new regulations from the 
public.

“At the same time, I know it’s the plan-
ning commission’s responsibility to have 
a vision for the future, and to look beyond 
just this month and this year, to what 
could be,” Gardner said.

“We just wanted to make sure that what 
we have in place is going to be the best for 
the Steptoe’s District,” agreed Allen.

Vice mayor Rebecca Nunn read 
a letter to the planning commission 
expressing regret that “in response to an 
inflammatory headline on the Rappa-
hannock Record’s website in late July, 
that some citizens and neighbors were 
erroneously led to believe there was any 
interest on either my part or the part of 
the town council in closing any of our 
existing food vendors.”

On the paper’s website containing 
articles from the July 23 edition of the 
Record, the draft headline “Kilmarnock 
may go after mobile food vendors” 
appeared rather than the final headline, 
“Should Steptoe’s include mobile food 
vendors?” which appeared in the print 
version. The website headline was cor-
rected Monday, July 27.

“Council’s administrative and finance 
committee, at the request of several citi-
zens, simply asked the planning com-
mission to examine the town’s code 
as it relates to food trucks and other 
non-permanent vendors,” Nunn read, 
adding, “No business is going to be shut 
down or closed up nor was it ever the 
intention of the council or the commis-
sion to do so.”

Nunn is the chair of that commit-
tee, which in its June 4 meeting min-

Commission continues to research ‘mobile vendors’
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SALUDA–The Middlesex board of supervi-
sors voted August 4 to support Lancaster County 
officials who want Dominion Virginia Power to 
place power lines beside the Robert O. Norris 
Bridge underwater and out of sight.

Dominion has received a permit from Vir-
ginia Marine Resources (VMRC) to place power 
lines across the Rappahannock River on 11 new 
120- to 180-foot high towers 100-feet east of the 
bridge.

During a public comment session at the Mid-

dlesex board meeting, several Lancaster County 
public officials urged supervisors to join them in 
an effort to stop Dominion from installing the 
overhead lines.

VMRC approved the permit on July 28 to 
install the towers, and all state delegates from the 
Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula have sup-
ported  the proposal.

Harmony Village board member Jack Miller 
questioned whether the “horse was not already 
out of the barn.” Since VMRC has already 
approved the permit is there any hope of chang-
ing the situation?” he asked.

George Bott of Lancaster said that although 
local state representatives had supported Domin-
ion Power’s permit to install new lines across the 
river they did not endorse overhead lines.

 “This leaves us some wiggle room to go back 
to our delegates and ask for a change,” said Bott.

Carl Smith of Lancaster said it is not too late 
because “we the people have the power to stop 
this. If we all join together and make our voices 
heard, the power of the people is greater than 
Dominion Power.”

Miller asked, “Then where do we go with this? 
It has been approved b VMRC. What is next?”

Lancaster county administrator Frank Pleva 
said it will take “legal and political” action 
to stop Dominion Power. Pleva urged Middle-
sex supervisors to pass a resolution in sup-
port of underwater lines and to contact their 
delegates.

Miller made the motion to have Middlesex 
County administrator Matt Walker draft a res-
olution in support of Lancaster’s request and 
Saluda District representative Pete Mansfield 
seconded the motion. The board voted unani-
mously to support “our sister county,” as stated 
by Miller in his motion.

Middlesex adds support for underwater power lines
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by Larry Chowning

utes recommended for further study 
“request that the Planning Commission 
review the language in the Steptoe’s 
Overlay ordinance to prohibit or restrict 
non-permanent structures (i.e. mobile 
food vendors).”

“I really don’t think we should have 
trailers in Steptoe’s,” Nunn said in a 
recording of the June meeting of the 
council administration and finance com-
mittee. “I know Stevie’s is, but that’s in 
the Ordinary. In the Ordinary, I don’t 
care, but I think if you have what you 
consider a historic district, you shouldn’t 
have a trailer in the middle of it.

“I don’t have a problem with Terrie’s 

place if it weren’t in Steptoe’s,” Nunn 
added. “I mean, I’m pro-business.”

Following the planning commis-
sion meeting Monday, Nunn said, ”I 
mentioned Terrie’s Place in particular 
because I had had complaints from citi-
zens because originally it was said that 
it was going to be seasonal, and that the 
whole unit would be moved, was my 
understanding.”

She added that she was unaware at 
that time Lancaster County had required 
Terrie Alderks to anchor her business 
down. Alderks confirmed that the busi-
ness is anchored with six tiedowns, 
making the structure harder to move.

by Renss Greene

“No business is going to be 
shut down or closed up nor 
was it ever the intention of 
the council or the commis-
sion to do so.”

—Rebecca Nunn,
vice mayor, Kilmarnock

80th carnival concludes
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LANCASTER—Belle Isle 
State Park recently acquired 
152 acres of property through 
the purchase of Belle Isle Farm, 
which includes a 1700s-era 
house, a barn and two smaller 
outside buildings.

The uses or purpose of most of 
the rooms and the exact history 
of the home are not completely 
known, but the two buildings 
outside were previously used to 
store grain, said Eastern regional 
field operations manager Tim 
Shrader. 

The property is structurally 

LANCASTER—A jury will 
be asked to decide next week 
whether former Lancaster 
school superintendent Dr. Ran-
dolph H. Latimore is entitled to 
$208,261.04 in pay for unused 
sick and leave days during his 
years in working in the Virginia 
school system.

The three-day jury trial is set to 
begin at 9 a.m. Monday, August 
17.

The payout was given at the end 
of his contact in 2007 and cov-
ered his years served in Lancaster 
and the years he spent teaching in 
King and Queen County school 
system. Latimore claimed he 
was owed for over 400 days, but 
the county disagrees, saying the 
figure should be 140 days.

Lancaster County attorney 
James Cornwell and defense 
attorney John Cafferky were in 
Lancaster County Circuit Court 
Monday, filing pre-trial motions 
over certain evidence being 
allowed into the trial. 

The county is suing to recover 
a majority of the payment, which 
they allege was overpayment and 
never authorized by the school 
board as required by law. The 
money was paid out of Lancaster 
school’s appropriated funds from 
county taxpayers.

In a pre-trial motion, Cafferky 
argued that some $70,000 of the 
figure went to taxes and that it 
could not be reclaimed or the tax 

forms amended because state and 
federal limitations are three years.

The county originally filed 
suit in March 2008, and included 
the school board as a defendant. 
Lancaster County Circuit Court 
Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III 
delayed responding to the suit 
for over five years, eventually 
dismissing the case against the 
school board but allowing the 
case against Latimore to proceed. 

In his decision in June 2013, 
the judge wrote: “The day before 
the superintendent’s employment 
ended, he and (school finance 
director Sue) Salg obtained the 
$208,261.04 payment out of a 
county transmittal amount of 
$657,350.09 for public schools. 
This exceeded the maximum 
number of days allowed in the 
employment contract. Despite 
this error, Latimore accepted the 
payment which both he and Salg 
approved by signing the (trans-
mittal) form. The school board 
did not approve the payment prior 
to it being made.”  

“It’s far too late for Dr. Lati-
more to submit tax amendments,” 
Cafferky claimed, in asking 
the judge not to include the tax 
amount for jury consideration. 

“He can take it off this year’s 
income tax,” Cornwell replied.

The judge ruled the whole 
amount could come into the case. 
He overruled a motion to block 
contractual agreements between 
the school board and Latimore 
prior to his final contract of 2004.

Lawsuit involving former
school superintendent to
be heard beginning Monday

by Audrey Thomasson

Belle Isle State Park expands
by Maggie Somerville sound, but a tremendous amount 

of work needs to be put into the 
house in order to restore it to good 
condition, said Shrader. Recently, 
the Youth Conservation Corps, 
made up of girls ages 14-17 from 
Virginia, came to Belle Isle for 
three weeks and spent most of 
their time cleaning up and doing 
grounds work around the outside 
of the house. 

Still, the house will take much 
more time and a lot more man-
power to restore, he said. 

“There’s a long system that the 
state uses. We’d start by hiring 
an architectural engineering firm 
who comes up with a feel for 
what kind of renovations should 
be done, and the plans they draw 
up are reviewed by a series of 
people including the Art and 
Architectural Review Board for 
the state, and they’ll make rec-
ommendations so that things 
are consistent with the period,” 
Shrader said, “It is a lengthy and 
expensive process.”

The park, which has been 
interested in purchasing the prop-
erty since its opening in 1992, 
kept up a positive relationship for 
years with the Gruis family who 
owned the house. 

“We had asked if they had 
wanted to sell and when they 
didn’t at first we just did our best 
to be good neighbors in hopes 
that they would consider our bid 
first down the road,” said Shrader. 

Eventually that was exactly 
what happened. 

“I was so thankful that the 
Gruis family called us to give us 
the first option to purchase this. 
It’s just so important that we pro-
tect it and I think that it’s probably 
pretty emotional for them to have 
to sell this place, but to have it in 
public use and be able to come 
back and visit, I’m sure that is 
reassuring to them,” said Shrader. 

The 152-acre purchase returns 
the Belle Isle Park acreage to the 
original landholdings, something 
Tim Shrader is proud to have 
helped with before he leaves the 
park after 22 years as park man-
ager. He recently was promoted 
to his new position where he will 
continue to have some oversight 
over Belle Isle and 17 other parks 
in the Eastern part of the state. 

LANCASTER—The fol-
lowing cases were heard in 
Lancaster County Circuit Court 
on August 10 by Judge Harry T. 
Taliaferro III.

Raymond Nathen Forshaw of 
Saluda was given an active sen-
tence of nine months in jail for 
probation violation. The sen-
tence will run concurrent with 
a sentence in Essex County.

Terrell Lamarr Gilreath Sr. 
of Weems, charged with felony 
probation violations, had his 
case continued to September 
28, on motion by defense.

Dwayne Donta Noel of New-
port News pled guilty to proba-
tion violation and was given an 
active jail sentence of 30 days. 
He must report to jail August 17.

Joseph D. Harcum of Weems 

was sentenced to an additional 
20 days in jail for probation 
violation on burglary and con-
spiracy convictions. 

The case against Cynthia Ann 
(Jenkins) DeMarco of Newport 
News, charged with probation 
violation, was continued to Sep-
tember 11.

Gary Levern Conaway of 
Heathsville pled guilty to felony 
larceny for writing a check on a 
closed bank account. Sentenc-
ing was set for September 28. 
On a motion by defense, a fail-
ure to appear offense was con-
tinued to September 28.

Brandon T. Fischer of White 
Stone was charged with proba-
tion violation. The case was 
continued to October 23.

Vincent O’Neal Noel of Bur-
gess was issued a capias by the 
court for failure to appear for 

trial on felony changes. The trial 
was continued to October 23.

Kendra Patrice Brooks of 
Lancaster was charged with 
multiple counts of grand lar-
ceny, forgery and uttering. The 
trial was continued to Novem-
ber 9.

Robert Lee Noel Jr. of White 
Stone pled guilty to a third 
offense of domestic assault 
and battery. Noel was given no 
active jail time but restricted to 
no contact with the victim, one 
year supervised probation, and 
is required to take substance 
abuse and anger management 
courses.

Deondre Lampkin of Heaths-
ville did not appear in court 
for trial on shoplifting charges. 
The court issued a capias and 
rescheduled trial for October 23.

Brandon Michael Roberts of 
Lancaster pled guilty to abduc-
tion with intent to defile for 
holding his girlfriend against 
her will and threatening to kill 
her. He was sentenced to five 
years in prison, with four years 
and nine months suspended. 
The judge ordered Roberts to 
complete a substance abuse 
program and not have con-
tact with the victim. A second 
charge of use of a firearm in 
commission of a felony was not 
prosecuted.

Kevin O. Grimes of White 
Stone was denied bond in an 
appeal of a family and juvenile 
court decision for violating a 
protective order in a domestic 
case.

by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
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 this week reported charges 
against four individuals.
Felonies

Keyvone T. Williams, 24, of Taylors Creek 
Road, was charged August 5 with possession 
of burglary tools, three counts of grand lar-
ceny, two counts of possession of a firearm by 
a convicted felon, and breaking and entering 
(all felonies), and misdemeanor destruction 
of property.

James. L. “Butch” Sutton Sr., 61, of Oak-
land Park Lane, was charged August 6 with 
robbery (felony), domestic assault and bat-
tery, and violation of a protective order.

Dawn M. Clarke, 42, of Sandston was 
charged August 7 with unauthorized use of a 
vehicle and two counts of destruction of prop-
erty, all felonies. 

A Sandston woman, 42, was charged 
August 6 with  assault and battery

 Staff received a residen-
tial burglary report from an Ottoman Ferry 
Road resident (no property damages or loss 
reported); responded to the 5100 block of 
Irvington Road on a report of men yelling 
for an extended time (workers on two differ-
ent homes yelling back and forth), to a juve-
nile behavioral complaint on Reynolds Farm 
Road (parent was advised to contact juve-
nile probation officer); and to an attempted 
telephone fraud complaint on Paynes Creek 
Road (“Grandparent Scam” involved; caller 
used the name “Don King” and used the tele-
phone number 888-495-8010).

 Staff transferred to Northum-
berland authorities an E911 call at the caller’s 
request (unknown reason for the E911 call); 
responded to a complaint of an animal being 
locked in a closed vehicle on North Main 
Street (caller cancelled response when the 
driver left business), to Buzzards Neck Road 
on a complaint of needles being found near 
a mailbox (used diabetic needles recovered 
and disposed of), to a larceny call on Lan-
caster Creek Drive, to a shots fired complaint 
on Mosquito Point Road (target practice), to 
a domestic assault call involving robbery on 
Gaskins Road ($300 cash; arrest reported 
on August 6); notified Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) of a downed 
tree blocking Peirces Road; and received a 
report of an abandoned/disabled vehicle in 
the 11800 block of Mary Ball Road, and a 
residential burglary report from a Levelgreen 
Road resident ($50 damages).

 Staff responded to an unat-
tended death on Granville Bay Road (M. 
Joanne Deitz, 65, from natural causes), with 
Northumberland authorities to East Church 
Street to attempt to locate a person, to an E911 
disconnect call in the 12200 block of Mary 
Ball Road (child playing with the phone), to a 
noise violation complaint on Mosquito Point 
Road, to an E911 disconnect call in the 5300 
block of Morattico Road (child playing with 
the phone), to an assault call in the 3200 block 
of Irvington Road (arrest reported above), to 
a mental health emergency in the 3100 block 

of Irvington Road (subject was flagging 
down vehicles; Emergency Medical Services 
dispatched), with Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a shoplifting call in the 100 
block of Irvington Road, to Rowes Point to 
assist a house guest who accidently locked 
herself out while on an upper level balcony, 
to a suspicious vehicle complaint in the 600 
block of Goodluck Road; and notified Vir-
ginia Marine Resources Commission of a 
report of a sunken boat off of Oak Leaf Drive 
(no victims; complainant concerned about 
hazmat incident and danger to other boaters), 
and the game warden to contact a fisherman 
who reported catching a snakehead fish in a 
pond in the Merry Point area. 

 Staff responded to an unau-
thorized use of a vehicle and destruction of 
property complaints in the 3200 block of 
Irvington Road (1993 Ford Ranger, $2,000 
damages; 1952 Ford farm tractor, $1,500 
damages; arrest reported above), to a destruc-
tion of property complaint in the 5800 block 

of Irvington Road, and to a domestic tres-
pass complaint on Pond Park; responded to a 
fight call in the 800 block of Goodluck Road 
(subjects gone on arrival); notified VDOT 
of a large animal carcass in the roadway on 
Weems Road; and received an attempted tele-
phone fraud complaint from a resident in the 
9300 block of Mary Ball Road (IRS scam; no 
financial loss reported).

 Staff responded to a trespass 
complaint in the 2200 block of Windmill 
Point Road (subject was gone on arrival), to 
a domestic disturbance in the 1100 block of 
Carlson Road, to the 10300 block of Jesse 
duPont Highway on an assault call (incident 
occurred in the 2400 block of Merry Point 
Road), to a burglary in the 1000 block of 
Ottoman Ferry Road (no loss reported), to 
a noise violation complaint on Washington 
Street, to a trespass complaint in the 1800 
block of Little Bay Road (realtor reports 
squatters using a foreclosed home) to a sus-
picious vehicle complaint on Dream Point 
Road, and to a juvenile behavioral complaint 
involving a 16-year-old sneaking a 25-year-
old into the home; attempted to intercept a 
reported reckless driver in the White Chapel/
River Road area; and notified Richmond 
County authorities of a motorist’s complaint 
of numerous motorcyclists driving recklessly 
from the Chinns Mill area towards Warsaw.

 Staff responded with KPD to 
a domestic disturbance on James B. Jones 
Memorial Highway, to Jones Drive on a stolen 
vehicle complaint (co-owner took the vehicle; 
no criminal incident), to a possible burglary 
on Binnacle Lane (no criminal incident), with 
Virginia State Police to a two-vehicle traffic 
crash, entrapment involved, near Mary Ball 
Road and Simmons Lane (med-evac involved 
for two patients); to a domestic disturbance on 
Newtown Road; to multiple E911 disconnect 
calls that originated on Shore Drive (child 
playing with the phone); and to the 10100 
block of River Road on a complaint of several 
persons walking around a house and banging 
on the doors late at night (subjects were gone 
on arrival).

 Staff responded to Rose 
Drive on an assault call (newspaper delivery 
person reported unknown male threatened 
him with a bat; the man reported to the deputy 
that the delivery person drove too fast); and 
received an assault complaint from a resident 
in the 4300 block of Irvington Road.

Sheriff’s staff also conducted three traffic 
stops, assisted five motorists, investigated 
eight building alarms, logged seven inmate 
transports and received 10 E911 hangup calls.

Kilmarnock and White Stone volunteer 
fire departments responded to a brush fire on 
James B. Jones Highway; however, the call 
was cancelled when it was determined the fire 
was a controlled burn.

White Stone VFD also responded to a fire/
smoke alarm in the 3500 block of Windmill 
Point Road.

Kilmarnock VFD also responded to a traf-
fic crash at Mary Ball Road and Simmons 
Lane. 

 
reported crews responded to the 
following calls for assistance in 
July:

 At 12:35 p.m., a 
boater called for assistance when 
the engine on his 20-foot center 
console began leaking oil and 
would not start. He reported he 
was near the Great Wicomico 
light. Rescue I towed him to his 
trailer at Shell Landing. Time on 
call, 1.5 hours.

July 5: At 2:15 p.m., the cap-
tain on a 35-foot sailboat called 
to report his engine had failed 
and with no wind, he needed 
a tow. Rescue III towed him 
from the Birthday Cake in the 
Potomac River to Olverson’s 
Marina on Lodge Creek. Time 
on call, 1.5 hours.

July 7: At 3:30 p.m., Smith 
Point Sea Rescue was called 
by a waterfront homeowner 
who reported four youths were 
aboard a paddle boat that was 
being blown further and further 
offshore of Judith Sound in the 
Potomac River. The wind and 
current overpowered the ability 
of the boaters to return to shore. 
Rescue III arrived on scene 
and discovered a neighbor had 
launched a powerboat and had 
the paddleboat in tow toward 
home with all children safe. 
Time on call, 3 hours.

July 12: At 9:10 p.m., the cap-
tain of a 26-foot center console 
reported his engine had failed as 
he was entering the Yeocomico 
River off the lower Potomac. 
Rescue III towed the vessel 

with three aboard into Krentz’s 
Marina. Time on call, 2.5 hours.    

July 16: At 9:10 p.m., the 
skipper of a 42-foot sailboat 
reported his engine would not 
start. He was adrift near B-8 
in the Great Wicomico River, 
in stiff winds, with four people 
aboard. Rescue I towed the sail-
boat to Jennings Boatyard. Time 
on call, 1.5 hours.

July 18: At 7:30 p.m., a 
boater reported the engine on 
his 24-foot Sundeck had failed 
and he was beached near Bay 
Quarter Shores on the Potomac 
River. When Rescue III arrived, 
it was determined the water 
was too shallow for the rescue 
boat to operate. A member of 
Sea Rescue then brought his 
personal skiff to the scene and 
towed the Sundeck to the ramp 
at Bay Quarter Shores. Time on 
call, 2 hours.

July 23: At 11:15 a.m., it was 
reported that an 18-foot center 
console with a dead battery 
was aground near buoy 4 on the 
Great Wicominco River. Rescue 
II reached the boat in shal-
low water and carried the tow 
line to Rescue I, which towed 
the vessel to Jennings Marina.  
When the engine could not be 
started at the marina, Rescue II 
towed the boat to Shell Land-
ing. A Sea Rescue member then 
drove the captain to his home 
so he could retrieve his car and 
trailer, and collect his boat. 
Time on call, 1.5 hours.

July 25: At 6:30 p.m., the 
captain on a 20-foot outboard 
reported engine problems in the 

Great Wicomico River across 
from Horn Harbor. Rescue I 
towed the boat with two onboard 
to their home on the upper Great 
Wicomico. Time on call, 1.5 
hours.

July 25: At 9:30 p.m., a cap-
tain on a 25-foot Carolina Skiff 
reported he was adrift in the 
Potomac River with three adults 
and six youth aboard. The cap-
tain reported battery problems. 
Rescue III had trouble locat-
ing the vessel in the dark. After 
some searching, the vessel was 
located well west of its reported 
location. Rescue III provided a 
battery jump box and the captain 
was able to restart his engine 
and return home under his own 
power. He was asked to report 
when home safe and he did so. 
Time on call, 2 hours.

July 26: At 6:45 p.m., the 
captain of a 19-foot inboard/out-
board reported he’d lost power 
and was aground off Chesa-
peake Beach in the bay. There 
were four people aboard. Rescue 
I towed the vessel to Buzzard’s 
Point Marina. Time on call, 2 
hours.

July 28: At 9 a.m. a 32-foot 
cabin cruiser with a blown 
engine was towed by Rescue 
III from the Yeocomico River 
to Lewisetta Marina for haul-
out and repairs. Time on call, 3 
hours.

Smith Point Sea Rescue can 
be reached on channel 16 or by 
calling 911. Rescue I and II are 
based on the Great Wicomico 
River and Rescue III is on Lodge 
Creek off the Yeocomico River.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

The Lancaster County Crime Solv-
ers seeks information regarding the 
whereabouts of two individuals.

Deborah Thompson, 52, is wanted 
for probation violation. She is 
described as a white female with 
brown hair and hazel eyes. She is 
5 feet 5 inches tall and weighs 195 
pounds. Her last known address was 
2112 Smallwood Street, Baltimore, 
Md. 

Cintez Gibson, 29, is wanted for 
destruction of property and assault. 
He is described as a black man, with 
black hair and brown eyes. He is 5 feet 
10 inches tall and weighs 155 pounds. 
He is possibly living in the Kilmar-
nock area.

Report information on these two 
individuals to Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers at 462-7463.

You don’t have to give your name or 
appear in court. If your information is 
useful to law enforcement, you could 
receive a reward up to $1,000. 

Gibson

CRIME
SOLVERS

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE REPORT

SALUDA—The Middle-
sex County Sheriff ’s Off ice 
is awaiting the f indings of 
a state medical examiner 
who will perform autopsies 
on two persons who died in 

Middlesex in separate inci-
dents within the last two 
weeks, reported Major M.E. 
Sampson.

On Sunday, August 9, 
police were called to Mill 

Wharf Road in Wake regard-
ing a shooting death of a 
28-year-old man. The Vir-
ginia State Police also are 
investigating. Preliminary 
indications are that the 

death was apparently a sui-
cide, said Major Sampson.

Law enforcement is also 
investigating the death of a 
55-year-old woman whose 
body was found on Satur-

Middlesex authorities report two die in separate incidents
day, August 1, aboard a boat 
docked in Urbanna Creek, 
Major Sampson reported.

Middlesex deputies and 
emergency  personnel were 
dispatched to Molly’s Way 
in the Urbanna Harbour sub-
division after a dispatcher 
received calls from two 
separate individuals in ref-
erence to an unresponsive 
female aboard a boat docked 
in the Urbanna Harbour slips 

on the East side of Urbanna 
Creek. Police identif ied the 
victim as Polly Jan McK-
eeman of Richmond. 

Major Sampson said there 
was possible evidence of 
drug use at and around the 
scene.

The case remains open 
pending further investiga-
tion and analysis from the 
state laboratory in Rich-
mond.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

BIDDEFORD POOL, MAINE—After an 
absence of four years, we are here once again 
on a family vacation overlooking the Atlantic 
from Timber Point. Since our last visit most 
of the Point and Timber Island have become 
the property of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, incorporated into the Rachel Carson 
National Wildlife Refuge. The Service is 
attempting both to maintain the site as a natu-
ral area, and to allow access to the public.

The principal approach for the latter is 
from Goose Rocks Beach by wading across 
the river separating it from the Point at low 
tide, although limited parking space has been 
provided on this side as well. One of the fields 
has been planted in blueberries as an attrac-
tion for butterflies, with signage noting that 
the berries are not for human consumption.

The major concern at the moment is the fate 
of the magnificent mansion that was designed 
by the celebrated New York architect, Charles 
Ewing, as his summer home. It sits with its 
multi-bay garage and other outbuildings 
awaiting a decision as to its future. A recent 
poll conducted by the Service offered three 
alternatives: demolition, partial maintenance 

or full restoration. The middle version won, 
but no action is pending at this time. 

The house has 14 bedrooms, a Vermont 
slate roof, and solid wood paneling in each 
room, including the bathrooms. It is a gem 
from the 1920–1930 period, still as solid as 
the rocky coast which it commands from its 
spectacular crest. The 19th-century barn has 
been dismantled and reconstructed near the 
1820s farmhouse that did not become part of 
the Fish and Wildlife Service purchase. It had 
been brought to Timber Point in pieces and 
reassembled by Charles Ewing’s sons three-
quarters of a century ago. Now it is in its 
third venue with the massive exposed hand-

hewn beams once again firmly in place. The 
building is a study in pure mortise and tenon 
construction.

Up the road, the city of Biddeford remains 
virtually unchanged. The old brick mills 
along the Saco River separating Biddeford 
from its sister city of Saco are continuing to 
be repurposed into stores, offices and con-
dominiums, or should the plural be “condo-
minia?” Fortunately, the city has not been 
gentrified, and retains its former authenticity. 
It is not a tourist trap, but rather a community 
in transition from its manufacturing past to a 
new role still unfolding.

Biddeford Pool, the city’s satellite resort, 
also has not been discovered in the way Ken-
nebunkport eight miles down the road has. 
Many attractive second homes line the coast, 
but commercial activity centers around the 
venerable market, which also offers fantastic 
homemade cuisine to be eaten on the closed 
porch, the seaside grounds or to be carried 
away.

For activity of the tourist nature, Ken-
nebunkport looms to the south. The Bush 
compound on Walker’s Point draws the usual 

crowds of watchers hoping for a glimpse of 
one of the presidents, first ladies, first pets, 
or whatever. Farther along U.S.1 is Wells, the 
antiques capital of Maine, with shops at each 
turn offering everything from pre-historic 
relics to vintage clothing that many of us 
might donate to a thrift shop. The hubbub of 
Route 1 obscures the presence of the ocean 
less than a mile to the east. 

Maine’s lobstermen are experiencing a 
great harvest this year. The fishery is regu-
lated to encourage reproduction, which is 
working well. Phil Bozenhard, a lobster-
man who lives at Timber Point, caught one 
10-pound specimen this season. He took 
some good photographs, then released the 
noble creature to bring forth progeny for 
future years’ harvests.

Maine is a place, but it is also a state of 
mind. Being here the cares of the world 
seem far off in the distance, albeit return-
ing to them remains dimly in the back of 
one’s mind. After all, one easily can become 
acclimatized to lobster, once a food served 
to prisoners because it was cheap, on a daily 
basis in a myriad of forms.

The Bush compound on 
Walker’s Point draws the 
usual crowds of watchers 
hoping for a glimpse of one 
of the presidents, first ladies, 
first pets, or whatever.

Focal Point

This bumble bee enjoys breakfast at the wild hibiscus diner. 

Photo by Sharon Fine

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

YOUR LETTERS

A frequent letter writer 
again wanders into the climate 
science arena by claiming the 
science is “unequivocal.” 

Suffice it to say that during 
most of our planet’s history 
the co2 level has been several 
times higher than now, and 
even over geologic periods 
there is no empirical evidence 
showing that co2 has ever had 
any impact on global warm-
ing. Actually, over geologic 
periods there is a strong corre-
lation showing the opposite—
temperature variation occurs 
first and only many hundreds 
of years later do similar varia-
tions occur in co2 level. 

A comparison of our current 
interglacial with the immedi-
ate four prior interglacial peri-
ods (a span of about 340,000 
years) shows that our current 
maximum global temperature 
is about two degrees cooler 
than in any of the four earlier 
interglacials. But our cur-
rent co2 level is 40% higher 
than during any of these ear-
lier periods, which also dem-
onstrates that co2 level, has 
had little, if any, influence on 
global temperature. The earth 
is greening even as this contro-
versy continues.

The only other known 
human activity which might 
impact global temperature is 
the Urban Heat Island effect, 
but even knowledgeable pro-
ponents of global warming 
have admitted that UHIs have 
little or no impact on global 
temperature because the rural 
areas immediately surround-
ing UHIs show little impact, 
and urban areas represent 
a very small portion of the 
earth’s surface. 

Where’s the heat? Since both co2 level and 
UHI have little, if any, impact 
on global temperature, what is 
the basis for the IPCC (and its 
cohorts) claiming that the prin-
ciple cause of global warming 
is due to human activity?  

The two weather satellites 
show no additional warming 
for the past 18+ years. Alarm-
ists add even more speculation 
to their unjustifiable hypoth-
esis by now offering dozens 
of excuses about the “missing 
heat.”  

Denis Ables,
Mollusk

I want to recognize the 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Rescue Squad for the ser-
vice they performed during 
the evening of Wednesday, 
August 5, and unfortunately, 
the morning of Thursday, 
August 6, during the passing 
of my wife, Joanne Dietz.

They performed this ser-
vice in an extremely compas-
sionate, comforting manner 
for Joanne and as well as 
myself. I would only wish I 
could remember their names 
to speak with them individu-
ally. We are very fortunate to 
have them all, individually as 
well as a team.

I also want to recognize 
the members of the sher-
iff ’s department, especially 
Deputy Sheriff Hogge and 
his officers. They are pro-
fessional and compassion-
ate. They are a credit to the 
department as well as all the 
county law enforcement com-
munity.

Roy Carroll,
Lancaster

EMS response
is recognized

We find it curious the town 
council of Kilmarnock, who 
should be out front in incubat-
ing and supporting small busi-
nesses which create the back-
bone of small-town America, 
would instead be “concerned” 
about trailers and carts serving 
the public.

On our trips to D.C., N.Y., 
Chicago, San Franciso, New 
Orleans—all of which have his-
toric districts—trailers and carts 
meld into the tapestry, lending 
a buzz and vibrancy to the city. 
No one there is concerned that 
these businesses are not tradi-
tional brick and mortar opera-
tions. Indeed, the only concern 
of the city is that they are prop-
erly run.

We suspect that while the 
council chooses to turn their 
eyes away from Stevie’s Ice 
Cream, a trailer that has become 
an institution and source of pride 
for Kilmarnock as an example 
of a successful business, the real 
motive behind this scrutiny is 
that places like Terrie’s are cut-
ting into other restaurants’ prof-
its—and they don’t like it! 

Maybe it’s Terrie’s innovative 
rotating menu, and fast, great 
eats at a fair price that has them 
upset? But we do know one 
thing. The basis of capitalism 
is competition, and the judges 
are the public—they decide who 
succeeds and who fails. This is 
the American way.

Finally, to the nay-sayers 
of trailers and carts, even my 
grandma’s Department 56 Snow 
Village has business trailers and 
carts in this mythical Christmas 
town. To the town council we 
say, “Bah, humbug!”

Paul and Sheryl Cosing,
White Stone

‘Bah, humbug!’

It was a delight to attend the 
community health fair, Senior 
University, presented last 
Wednesday offering education 
and resource materials for the 
purpose of “good help,” or in 
French it’s “bon secours.” 

Held at the White Stone 
Church of the Nazarene, the 
perfect venue for such an 
important mission of health-
care, many display booths 
were set up by various sup-
portive programs. The booths 
were beautifully presented and 
staffed by experts who kindly 
shared their passion and pub-
lications along with choco-
lates and treats. We left the fair 
armed with printed materials, a 
raffle prize, and new ideas, not 
only for our own health, but for 
future community care efforts 
with others, including church 
outreach programs.

The seminar portions of the 
health fair offered detailed 
and practical facts allowing a 
time of audience question and 
answer participation. The pro-
fessional presentations could 
not have been better and helped 
us to become more acquainted 
with physicians, nurses, phar-
macists and supporting health 
industry staff.  

We highly recommend this 
big effort annually presented 
in Lancaster County towards 
a higher and higher quality 
of a healthy life-style. After a 
tasty lunch provided and good 
music to entertain, we headed 
home feeling encouraged with 
learning that no matter what 
the years ahead may hold, there 
will be professional health-
community friends ready to 
provide us with “bon secours,” 
good help.

Rev. Dr. Grace Harley,
White Stone

Good help

In a recent letter, the writer 
made it unconditionally clear 
that the Carbon Fee/Dividend 
(CFD) plan he supports is a 
“fee” and not a tax.

Nonsense. And here’s why:
In his letters dated February 

6, 2014, and August 21, 2014, 
he explicitly called his CFD 
plan a tax six times

He insisted that I read a 
detailed report produced by 
the Citizens Climate Lobby 
to fully understand his posi-
tion. Well, I read it and, by my 
count, the report, directly or 
indirectly, called the CFD plan 
a tax 15 times.

George Schultz, often cited 
by the letter writer as an unim-
peachable economic authority 
on this subject, has called the 
CFD plan a tax many, many 
times, including when he and 
Gary Becker introduced the 
idea in the Wall Street Journal 
in 2013.

To clarify the difference 
between a fee and a tax in 
this limited space, consider a 
boater who launches his boat at 
a government-owned ramp.

The money the boater pays 
is called a fee and is given in 
return for a specific service. 

Fee, or tax?

The fee is voluntarily paid. If 
the boater doesn’t launch his 
boat, he pays no fee. Nor does 
he pay a fee to the government 
for launching at a private ramp. 
At no time does he get penal-
ized.

In contrast, if a corporation is 
charged a “fee” for producing 
CO2, it gets nothing in return 
and the “fee” is involuntary. 
Also, the corporation must pay 
the “fee” to the government, 
and to no one else. Finally, if 
it doesn’t pay, it gets penalized. 
Such a “fee” is a tax.

I’ve long been puzzled by the 
letter writer’s chronic unsound 
reasoning.

But now, heck, I think he’s 
just been messin’ with us for 
the fun of it.

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

Abortion is non-debatable if 
you believe the Word of God to 
be infallible, which I do.

The Bible states “to love one 
another as Christ has loved 
us.” Then, if we are to love the 
unborn as one another, would 
we in any way harm these cre-
ations of God?

Oh, I know according to your 
letter, they are only fetus tissue 
subject to only miniscule pain. 
I would call into question this 
author’s understanding of what 
is being destroyed. In Genesis 
1:27-28, God created man in 
His own image, and in 28 God 
said unto them, be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the 
earth.

Abortion destroys one cre-
ated in God’s own image. 
Abortion causes one to cease 
from opportunity to being 
fruitful, or multiplying and of 
replenishing the earth. God 
has a plan. In Jeremiah 1:5 
God said he knew Jeremiah 
before he was formed in the 
womb, and before he came out 
of the womb, he sanctioned 
and ordained. If God knew 
Jeremiah and had a plan for 
his life, do you not think God 
knows each aborted and had a 
plan for each of them just as he 
did for each of us.

The Bible states, “Thou 
shalt not commit murder,” yet 
that occurs each time a child is 
aborted and the charge is laid 
to mother, doctor and nurse, 
none are guiltless.

Yet God, in all of his maj-
esty, has said that if we would 
ask his forgiveness of these 
things and repent, he would 
forgive. Through Jesus Christ, 
who gave himself for our sins, 
we can know a forgiveness and 
unconditional love that will 
sustain us into all the ages. And 
our sins will be cast as far as 
east to west. Our task is share 
Jesus with the world.

Rev. C. Richard Lynn,
Kilmarnock

More on abortion

I regret that, in response to 
an inflammatory headline on 
the Rappahannock Record’s 
website in late July, some citi-

It’s all a gross
misunderstanding

zens and neighbors were erro-
neously led to believe there 
was any interest on either my 
part or the part of the town 
council in closing any of our 
existing food vendors.

This is categorically untrue.
Council’s administrative 

and finance committee, at 
the request of several citi-
zens, simply asked the plan-
ning commission to examine 
the town’s code as it relates 
to food trucks and other non-
permanent vendors. That’s 
what the council and the plan-
ning commission are supposed 
to do; continually review and 
consider our ordinances and 
policies to make sure they are 
appropriate for the present day, 
that they are fair to current 
residents and businesses while 
allowing for growth and the 
inevitable changes that society 
depends upon progress.

No specific businesses were 
ever mentioned by council to 
the planning commission, so 
there was obviously a misun-
derstanding somewhere along 
the way. There was no request 
from council for suggested 
rules and regulations regard-
ing any existing business and 
if there had been, existing 
businesses would have been 
grandfathered. The council is 
definitely pro-business.

Apparently, a small group 
doesn’t recognize the fact that 
studying an existing situation 
is not the same as targeting it. 
This has all been much ado 
about nothing and is a case of 
a total misunderstanding on 
several levels. No business 
is going to be shut down or 
closed up, nor was it ever the 
intention of the council or the 
commission to do so.

The council and the planning 
commission are proud of the 
work they do in Kilmarnock 
and I intend to continue doing 
my best to work with Mayor 
Umphlett, my fellow council 
members and the members of 
the planning commission to 
keep Kilmarnock the wonder-
ful place it is to live and do 
business.

Rebecca  Tebbs Nunn,
Vice mayor, Kilmarnock

I have been sailing up the 
Rappahannock River from 
Deltaville to attend the Oyster 
Festival for 45 years and the 
most wonderful landmark and 
sight on the trip up and down 
is the Rappahannock River 
bridge. And now you are per-
mitting the power company to 
destroy that marvelous sight.

For me, a person who has 
lived in every section of the 
country, the only comparable 
sight is sailing up to and under 
the San Francisco–Oakland 
Bay Bridge. What a catastro-
phe it would be to destroy that 
bridge with a similar power 
line addition.

I hope it is not too late to 
reconsider the decision to 
approve this project.

Ray Sorrell,
Deltaville

Don’t destroy
landmark sight
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VCS is Excited to Offer Comprehensive 
Cardiology Services at Bay Internists

VCS will be scheduling appointments  
starting June 2015.   

The following doctors will see patients  
on a rotating basis at Bay Internists.

Please call 804-435-3103 

to schedule an appointment.

vacardio.com

Dr. Carolyn Burns, MD Dr. Robert Sperry, MD

T&J’S DAIRY BARN

Margarita Ville
Block Party in Burgess!

Friday & Saturday - August 14th & 15th

Special Deals, Special Drinks & Food!

The General Store
Antiques & Collectibles

804-453-3066

Wildest Dreams Boutique
Women’s Fashion Clothing

You’re invited to the 2nd Annual

804-453-9453 

I am concerned about the 
apparent lack of consider-
ation of the costs and ben-
efits of the proposed overhead 
transmission lines across the 
Rappahannock River along-
side the Norris Bridge.

Remember, the overhead 
lines are proposed to replace 
existing overhead lines. The 
estimated additional cost to 
bury transmission lines under 
the river bottom was said by 
Dominion to be some five 
times as expensive when the 
project life expectancy is con-
sidered and at an initial incre-
mental cost of $70,000,000. 

I listened to the audio 
recording of the VMRC hear-
ing, and VMRC said that the 
overhead lines would be more 
environmentally friendly 
as the towers would disturb 
less area in the river bottom. 
Dominion said the project 
is to replace aging lines and 
improve reliability and that 
the repair of an overhead line 
would be much quicker (1-2 
days) compared to as much as 
a month to diagnose, dig up 
and repair underwater lines. 

A quick calculation shows 
that a toll of $1.25 per cross-
ing would be required of 
the average of 8,600 vehicle 
crossings of the bridge each 
day (VDOT data for 2014) to 
pay off a $75,000,000 loan at 
4% interest over 25 years. 

How much different would 
the view be with new towers 
and lines? Would it be worth 
the extra cost to bury the 
lines? Who would pay for 
the extra cost of underwater 
lines?

It’s not free to choose the 
much more expensive option. 
It would have to be paid by 
someone such as you and me. 
Would you agree to pay a toll 
of $1.25 each time you use 
the bridge? 

Oh, and please keep your 
eyes on the roadway as you 
cross the bridge if you are the 
driver. My wife and I were 
victims of a careless driver 
who caused an accident.

Tom Smith,
White Stone

Sharing the cost?

Do you Remember?
The Kilmarnock Museum seeks information regarding the demolition of Hackney’s Castle 
(above). The structure was started in the late 1800s or early 1900s by Capt. Hackney 
at the current site of YMCA/APYC Camp Kekoka at the end of Boys Camp Road near 
Kilmarnock. However, it was never completed and eventually torn down. Little is known 
of its demolition. Report related information to Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn, 296-0930. “Do you Remember?” is a community service of the museum. 

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the August 11,1905, issue of the 

Virginia Citizen)
Wonders Of Flies

A vessel sails for the North Pole. There are flies 
as soon as a piece of meat is exposed.

Hunters go a thousand miles from civilization, 
set up a tent and camp out. Instantly there are flies. 
Wherever man is there are flies. Where did the fly 
in the heart of the wilderness come from? Did he 
follow the hunter from the city? What makes the 
fly buzz, the movement of his wings or his thoracic 
vibrations? It is said that the latter amount to 1,300 
a second, while his wings flap 650 times a second. 
Talk about electric fans and such!
New Weems Steamer

The steamer George Weems, the pioneer of the 
recently organized Baltimore and Carolina Steam-
ship Co., left Skinner’s dry dock this morning 
shortly before noon and proceeded to McClure’s 
Wharf, at the foot of Commerce Street, which is to 
be her temporary landing place. She immediately 
began the taking on of her maiden cargo, and will 
depart for her first trip to Georgetown, S.C., tomor-
row afternoon at 3 o’clock.

As a token of regard for their new venture, and 
recognizing the sentiment of the thing, Captain 
Thompson of the Maryland, Delaware and Virginia 
Steamboat Company has granted to Mr. Mason 
Williams permission to use the old private signal 
of the Weems line, which has been in the family 
for many years, so that when the George Weems 

gives a parting blast from her whistles she will 
have streaming from her mast the red ball in a field 
of blue. She will also have the old mark on her 
smokestack, a black “W” across a red ball.
Irvington

F. G. Newbill is attending the State Bar Associa-
tion this week at Old Point.

Dr. H. M. Wharton, of Germantown, Pa., spent 
Monday with Thomas J. Haydon.

Walter Daly, of Baltimore, is visiting at the 
home of his aunt, Mrs. W. T. Barnett, at Tombs.

L. B. Cox, of Norfolk, spent Monday and Tues-
day at the home of Capt. S. P. Simmons.

Glenn Wilkerson of Tappahannock, spent a few 
days the past week with S. B. Griffiith’s family.
Millenbeck

Miss K. G. Floyd and her mother, Mrs. B. 
Thomas, and Miss Kate Shubrook, all of Bal-
timore, are visiting at the home of Mrs. W. H. 
Warren.

The wharf and freight house at this place are 
being repaired.

Mrs. Henry Chilton, of Ottoman, was here on 
Monday last.

J. H. George and family are visiting Mrs. 
George’s sister at Harborton.

Mrs. Eugene Schools and her daughter, Mrs. 
Sadie Plant, of Portsmouth, are visiting at the 
home of R. S. Schools in Middlesex county.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of 
the Mary Ball Washington and Library)

YOUR 
LETTERS

Lancaster board of supervi-
sors chairman Jason Bellows will 
address the Lancaster County 
Republican Committee on Tues-
day, August 18. The meeting will 
begin at 7 p.m. at Chesapeake 
Bank Training Center, 51 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

Bellows, who represents Dis-
trict 3, will discuss the recent 
controversy over the proposed 
construction of power line 

towers beside the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge.

The Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission recently approved 
a related permit requested by 
Dominion Virginia Power. Many 
residents are opposed, preferring 
an underground transmission 
method. Bellows and the Lan-
caster board of supervisors have 
expressed opposition to the proj-
ect.

Bellows to speak at August Republican committee meeting
Sue Clingan, Republican 

Party Chairman, noted that 
all are welcome to attend.

The committee also will 
discuss the date for a grand 
opening of the Republican 

Committee Headquarters on 
Main Street in Kilmarnock, 
and other activities promot-
ing Republican candidates 
running for local offices in 
November, she said.

A Great Source for local 

sports   RRecord.com

Are atrocious table manners considered comical 
today? Or, even worse, acceptable?

If you’ve watched several of the TV ads involving food you 
would think so! I know from conversations with many of you 
that you are concerned about what young people learn from 
these. I am also.

Fred Astaire, who was not in the etiquette business but who 
was undeniably a gentleman, once said, “The hardest job kids 
face today is learning good manners without seeing any.” Of 
course, young people do see and hear good manners all the time, 
but the bad ones are so much in our faces—everywhere on every 
form of media—that there is the danger of thinking they are 
acceptable.

However, elbows and attached arms splayed on the table, hold-
ing a spoon like an ice pick, leaning down almost into your bowl 
(risking a milk VanDyke) to scoop up cereal will never work in 
one’s favor. Being able to navigate politely through a meal, with-
out taking away the appetite of your companions, still matters 
because of the pleasure it gives to all at the table.   

Parents, be alert to the chance to teach by these bad examples! 
Don’t miss the opportunities generously provided by these ads 
and such. It might be fun for you to host your own bad manners 
meal; as you eat, make mistakes on purpose and challenge your 
children to point them out. An extra dessert or a “pass” from 
helping clean up could be awarded to the child who noticed the 
most of them. A quick on-line search for the 10 top table man-
ners will be an excellent resource for your “script.” And eat in a 
group as often as possible.

We must not think that our youth naturally know the right way 
to handle utensils, napkins, traffic flow and body parts at the 
table. They do not. But because such knowledge will be impor-
tant to them socially, academically and in their careers, we need 
to bravely face their possible groaning and heavy sighing and 
show them the magic of good table etiquette! They “will” thank 
you some day.

Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because You Are Polite….
LLC. You are invited to e-mail your manners questions to her 
and she will respond as time and space allow. You may contact 
her at youarepolite1@verizon.net and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

Because You Are Polite
. . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 
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SAVE THE DATE - August 25

The US Air Force 
Heritage of America Band

Concert
 
        Where:   The Irvington Village Commons
        When:    Tuesday, August 25
           Free concert 7:00 p.m.

Bring your friends and family, picnics, lawn chairs, flags, 
and a desire to hear our country’s foremost military band

Presented by 
The Irvington Village Improvement Association

25th Annual 

HURRY!
TICKETS ARE 

95% Sold Out
ADVANCE TICKET SALES ONLY! 

TICKETS WILL NOT BE SOLD AT THE DOOR.
Premier sponsor

Bon Secours Rappahannock General Hospital

September 11th
New location! 

Camp Kekoka, Boys Camp Road, Kilmarnock
With water taxis and plenty of parking, you can come by car OR by boat! 

Silent Auction –

 Oysters, Crab Cakes, Steamed Shrimp, Soft Shell Crabs,
Fish, Clam Chowder, Pork BBQ, French Fries, Salad,
Sweet Potato Fries, Corn On the Cob, Hush Puppies,

Cole Slaw, Ice Cream
Domestic Beers $2     Wine and Cocktails $3     Craft Beers $4

Dance under the stars with En’Novation, 
one of the area’s premier dance bands.

All this for just $50!!!

To Order Festival Tickets
800.777.9717

kiwsrotary.com

LANCASTER—The unidentified remains of a female body 
found in Suffolk, Long Island, N.Y., are not those of Claudine 
J. Gifford.

According to Lancaster County Sheriff’s Department chief 
investigator Lt. E. T. Self, the remains were discovered by the 
Long Island Police Department about March 22.

“We have been in contact with Long Island police, but it has 
been confirmed that DNA from the remains did not match that of 
Claudine Gifford,” Lt. Self reported. 

James “Todd” Kessler was convicted Tuesday, August 4, of 
second degree murder and concealment of Gifford’s body. The 
jury recommended the maximum sentence of 45 years. 

It was confirmed by the Gifford family that Kessler refused a 
deal that would have given him 25 years in prison if he admitted 
to the murder and revealed where he hid the body.

The murder conviction was only the fourth in the Common-
wealth without a body. The special prosecutor for the Kessler 
trial, Tony Spencer, successfully prosecuted two of the four cases.

LANCASTER—Rober t 
Cunningham, Lancaster 
County Commonwealth’s 
Attorney, had wide praise this 
week for the team of prosecu-
tors and investigators who put 
in countless hours of work 
for more than a year to get a 
conviction of James “Todd” 
Kessler for the slaying of a 
Lancaster County woman who 
disappeared last year.  

The body of Claudine 
Jaquier Gifford, 43, has never 
been found. She was last seen 
in the company of Kessler and 
investigators searching for her 
found her blood on one of Kes-
sler’s shirts and in the automo-
bile he was driving the night of 
her disappearance.

“I am gratified by the hard 
work of the Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office, the Virginia 
State Police, the FBI, and the 
prosecutors who worked so 
hard for so long to make sure 
that this outrageous crime 
did not go unpunished,” Cun-
ningham said in a statement 
released by his office.

“I also want to thank the 
Spotsylvania County jurors 
who listened to complicated 
testimony for more than six 
days and then took just three 
hours to reach a verdict of 
guilty,” said Cunningham.

The trial of Kessler, 54, of 
Lancaster, was moved to Spot-
sylvania County on a change 
of venue motion by his defense 
attorneys.

Because of the difficulty of 
convicting Kessler without find-
ing Gifford’s body, Cunning-
ham selected Caroline County 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Tony Spencer as a special 
prosecutor in the case. Spen-
cer had previously won a rare 
conviction of a case without a 
body. Cunningham, Spencer, 
and Deputy Lancaster Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Kenneth 
Kunkle worked together daily 
in the months leading up to the 
trial and conviction, which on 

Friends of Belle Isle (FOBI) 
members gathered August 

8 at Belle Isle State Park to 
dedicate a new park bench 
in memory of Lynn Larson, 
Weston “Bitzie” Conley, John 
Pierce and Tony Callaghan,  all 
members of the Friends group 
who had passed away in recent 
years.

Nearly 30 people, includ-
ing friends and family of those 
being honored, were present 
as the bench was installed at 
a picnic area overlooking the 
Rappahannock River. During 
the ceremony, former member 
Sonny Thomas read the names 
of those being honored and cel-
ebrated their involvement with 
the park. 

Both Larson and Conley were 
among the founding members 
of the group, while Pierce and 
Callaghan had dedicated their 
time as volunteers and leaders 
for FOBI, said Thomas. 

“Lynn Larson looked forward 
to any opportunity that would 
publicize the park, let more 
people know about the many 
wonderful things that it had to 
offer, and to help the staff with 
activities and improvements,” 
said Thomas. 

Larson also helped tend to 
the gardens around the Bel 
Air House and was an avid 
promoter of renting the man-
sion to visitors. She enjoyed 
the work of FOBI, but she also 
thoroughly enjoyed her fellow 
members and the park staff with 
whom she collaborated, Thomas 
said.

“Bitzie was known for his 
love of community and his life 
was dedicated to serving and 
helping others,” said Thomas. 
Conley was one of the earliest 
members and therefore played 
an instrumental role in making 
the park a reality in Lancaster 
County. 

Pierce had a very hands-on 
role in helping the park and the 
Friends group. “He enjoyed 
working with the park staff and 
Friends members when building 
the four floats for the parades 
in Lively and Kilmarnock, and 
the last float in the Kilmarnock 
Christmas Parade won the May-
or’s Award,” said Thomas. 

“In the spring of 2001, Tony 
Callaghan joined the Friends 
and enjoyed helping with the 
Family Fun Days, the Music by 
the River concerts, and riding 
with John Pierce in the Christ-
mas parade,” said Thomas.

Callaghan fell in love with 

Belle Isle State Park when his 
daughter’s wedding reception 
was held at the Bel Air House in 
2000. He served as vice presi-
dent of the Friends and helped 
audit the financials, Thomas 
said. 

Following the park bench 
dedication, the FOBI presented 
a gift to former park manager 
Timothy Shrader, who is leaving 
Belle Isle this September after 
more than 20 years of dedicated 
involvement since the park’s 
creation. 

Carol Dawson, one of the 
original FOBI members, for-
mally presented the gift to 
Shrader and said a few words in 
praise of his service. 

“In spite of your strong trait 
of persistence and leadership by 
example, you continue to be the 
humble individual we first met 
22 years ago. We are so sad to 
see you go,” said Dawson. 

Shrader has already assumed 
his new position as Eastern 
regional field operations man-
ager. He and his wife, Kathy, 
plan to move to Bridgewater in 
the coming weeks. 

Following the ceremony, 
family, friends and FOBI 
members enjoyed a picnic and 
a Music by the River concert 
featuring The Cruisers.

Cunningham posts statement   
regarding Kessler conviction

occasion meant long drives to 
Lancaster County for Spencer, 
said Cunningham. 

The jury hearing the case 
convicted Kessler despite the 
absence of Gifford’s body and 
recommended a sentence of 40 
years for second degree murder 
and five years for concealment of 
a body. Kessler’s formal sentenc-
ing is scheduled for later this year.

“My goal as a prosecutor is 
to keep the people of Lancaster 
County safe,” Cunningham 
said. “Unfortunately, because 
of the actions of the defendant, 

Ms. Gifford was victimized 
before she could be rescued. 
But by our actions in obtain-
ing a lengthy prison sentence 
for the man who harmed her, 
I hope we are sending a strong 
message that this kind of vio-
lence will not be tolerated in 
Lancaster County. The great-
est immediate gratification was 
the great relief expressed by 
the teenage daughter, husband 
and friends of the victim that 
the perpetrator had been found, 
convicted and would be unable 
to harm anyone else.”

Remains are not Gifford’s
by Audrey Thomasson

Family members of those honored at the dedication came out in memory of their 
lost loved ones whose support of the park was celebrated by the installation of a 
park bench in their names. From left are (front row) Marie Carroll, Vicki Carroll, Suzy 
Pierce, Frances Callaghan, Dorothy Conley and Connie Conley; (next row) Jack Larson, 
Matt Larson and Tim Shrader.

Friends of Belle Isle dedicates park bench;
presents farewell gift to the Shrader family

From left, Tim Shrader receives a gift from the Friends of Belle Isle presented by Carol 
Dawson. Shrader is leaving the park after 22 years as park manager. 

by Maggie Somerville

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland 
board of supervisors will conduct four 
public hearings Thursday, August 13.

The board will meet at 5 p.m. at the Northum-
berland County Courts Building, 39 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville. 

Hearings beginning at 7 p.m. will address:

Haynie and Catherine Silberberg to abandon 
two vacant lots off Fleet Road before Fleeton 
Wharf Road in Fleeton. 

-
pany LLC for towers at 2172 Northumberland 
Highway, 6234 Northumberland Highway, and 
11703 Northumberland Highway.

Susan Fox on her property at the end of Sandy 
Run Trail on Indian Creek. 

-
tional use permit to build a second pier on her 
lot at 1954 Bon Harbor Road, on the Yeocomico 
River in Lottsburg.

IRVINGTON—The Irvington town 
council will meet at 7:30 p.m. tonight, August 
13, in the Town Hall, 235 Steamboat Road, 
Irvington. 

Agenda items include a discussion of the 
right of way agreement with Virginia Domin-
ion Power, traffic hazards posed by untrimmed 
shrubbery on King Carter Drive and Mad Calf 
Lane, corrective measures for a sunken side-
walk panel on Irvington Road and miscella-
neous memberships and contract renewals.

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock town 
council on Monday, August 17, will discuss an 
agreement with Northern Neck Brewing. The 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. at Town Hall, 1 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock.

The town may enter into an agreement allow-
ing the company to haul effluent to be treated 
in the town water treatment plant at out-of-town 
commercial rates after testing showed no impact 
on the treatment plant by brewery waste.

The council also will hear routine committee 
and staff reports. 
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