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On December 12, 2008, as he was headed home from 
the Kilmarnock Christmas Parade, Ryan Mitchell 

Wilcox lost control of his vehicle and swerved off the 
road. He was only 17 years old, a junior at Christchurch 
School with great plans for the future. 

The son of Kylie and Kenneth Bransford, Wilcox was 
active in service and leadership as a leader in his boycott 
troop, a coxswain on his school’s rowing team, and a 
volunteer firefighter. The night that he died Wilcox was 
on his way home from the Kilmarnock Christmas Parade 
where he had participated with fellow firemen.

Almost eight years later, Wilcox is not forgotten. Ryan 
served as a junior firefighter with the Kilmarnock Vol-
unteer Fire Department, laying hoses, assisting with the 
pump truck during fires, and in overhauling the building 
to make sure the fire was out. But Ryan also helped to 
paint and repair rides at KVFD’s Fireman’s Festival each 

year. This year one ride that Ryan worked on and rebuilt 
is being dismantled and replaced by a newer model but 
the old swing will not be left to waste. 

On Thursday, July 23, the KVFD remembered Wilcox 
by presenting the Bransfords a seat from the ride.

 “Ryan built the swing himself and painted it,” said 
Tom Jones, KVFD fund-raising chairman. 

Stenciled across the top of the seat are the words, “In 
Honor and Memory of Firefighter Ryan Wilcox.” 

“Ryan was an exceptional young man who unfortu-
nately left this world too soon,” said Jones. 

“Ryan was a dedicated member of the fire department 
and I was fortunate to work side by side with him as Car-
nival president,” added Johnny Smith.

The 80th annual Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment Fireman’s Festival will open at 7 p.m. tonight, July 
30, and continue through Saturday, August 8 (except 
Sunday), at the KVFD Carnival Grounds, 200 Waverly 
Avenue, Kilmarnock. 

From left are Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department carnival president Johnny Smith, Kenneth 
Bransford, chief Roy Hall, president Chris Crowther and Kylie Bransford. In memory of Ryan Wilcox, 
the KVFD presented this ride seat to his parents. 

Ryan Wilcox remembered at carnival time
by Maggie Somerville

TOPPING—An Emmy-winning 
documentarian is again turning 
his lens on food and culture in the 
Northern Neck and Middle Penin-
sula.

Dave Miller, through his com-
pany Dave Miller Productions of 
Virginia, has produced and directed 
two full-length documentaries 
on the Chesapeake Bay already. 
“Stripers: the Quest for the Bite” 
and “Breathing Life into the Chesa-
peake: of Oysters, Boats, and Men” 
came out in 2013 and 2014. This 
year, Miller and chef Win Goodier 
return to their favorite watershed 
to produce a PBS documentary, 
“Journey on the Chesapeake: the 
Way Back Home.”

“The theme of the documentary 
is history, culture and cuisine,” 
Goodier said. Goodier is an award-
winning chef and owner of Ware 
River Culinary, where he provides 
training and consultation. He has 
worked as executive chef at hotels, 
restaurants, country clubs and even 
team chef for NASCAR. He has 
also hosted television programs 
before, including a brief stint with 
Miller on the local cable program 
“Virginia Flavors,” which won a 
Telly award in 2002.

“This is really something that 
we’ve been talking about doing for 
probably the past 10 or 12 years,” 
Goodier said. “So when he called 
me and said hey, you want to start 
this again, I said absolutely.”

Miller said his vision for “Jour-
ney on the Chesapeake” has gained 
new direction since involving 
Goodier and Joni Carter, execu-
tive director of Northern Neck 
VISIONS.

“Originally I was going to travel 
the entire circumference of the 

PBS documentary to put middle bay in the spotlight

Marchetti and host Win Goodier at the oyster company’s farm near Topping.

small oysters for Dave Miller’s 
upcoming documentary “Journey 
on the Chesapeake.”

by Renss Greene

Virginia lower bay, and I may 
still do that, but this f ilm actu-
ally developed when Win and Jodi 
got involved and said we should 
probably limit it to the middle bay 
around the York and Rappahannock 
rivers,” Miller said.

“We’re looking for those little 
out of the way places,” Carter said.

“We’re going to interview local 
watermen, maybe Donk’s Theater 
in Mathews, all the stuff around 
here that doesn’t really get much 
attention, that you wouldn’t know 
about unless someone brought it to 

light,” Goodier said.
Both Goodier and Miller fell in 

the love with the bay as soon as 
they discovered it. Goodier told the 
story of growing up on a farm in 
Pennsylvania. His family moved 
to the Eastern Shore of Maryland 
when he was 14, and he fell in 
love with the water. Before going 
to culinary school, Goodier said, 
he was a waterman, crabbing and 
tonging for oysters. During culi-
nary school, he worked on a lobster 
boat in Rhode Island.

After culinary school, he was 

recruited by Colonial Williams-
burg, bringing him back to the bay 
area. He has focused on regional 
cuisine ever since, which in this 
area, he said, means seafood.

For his part, Miller said he has 
been visiting the Fleeton area for 
30 years. A neighbor in Richmond 
had a father-in-law with a cabin 
there. Knowing that Miller was 
an avid fisherman, he suggested 
Miller try the area.

“As soon as I dropped a line in 
the salt water and started catching 
fish, I fell in love,” Miller said. “I 

always wanted to share some of my 
experience and share some of the 
beauty of the Chesapeake, and I 
had such great times up there.”

The film is still in early produc-
tion stages. Miller said he is trying 
to winnow a list of more than 40 
potential interview spots down to 
the handful that will f it into the 
documentary. He is glad to bring 
viewers to the Chesapeake.

“One thing I love about broad-
casting and filmmaking is that 
you can bring a different story 
to people,” Miller said. “It’s not 
something someone’s dreamed up 
on TV.”

“It’s a lot of fun, and I’ll tell you, 
you can’t buy this kind of expo-
sure,” Carter said. “None of us 
could afford to do this, because the 
cost of TV, even cable, is way out of 
our reach.”

“Journey on the Chesapeake: the 
Way Back Home” is scheduled for 
release to PBS stations and small 
movie theaters in August 2016.

Murder trial opens
with jury selection,
opening statements

by Audrey Thomasson

MURDER TRIAL, continued on page A2

SPOTSYLVANIA—Jurors trying 
James “Todd” Kessler for the alleged 
murder of Claudine J. Gifford of Bur-
gess faced several immediate ques-
tions posed by attorneys in opening 
statements Tuesday. They include:

Did a controlling Kessler strangle 
Gifford in a fit of rage when he dis-
covered a note indicating she may be 
leaving this area to return home to her 
daughter?

Did Gifford fear harm from her 
husband, as indicated in a letter found 
among her belongings?

Did Gifford leave the area on a flight 
to Texas, as claimed by a witness?

The opening statements, preceded 
by selection of the jury, consumed the 
entire first day of the trial of Kessler, 
54, charged with murder and conceal-
ment of a body. Gifford, 43, was last 
seen leaving a bar with the defendant 
on July 6, 2014. Despite a wide scale 
search effort, her body has not been 
found.

  It took four and a half hours to seat 
a jury of 11 women and three men—12 
jurors and two alternates, all residents 
of Spotsylvania County who testified 
to having little or no knowledge of the 
case.      

While jurors took a lunch break, 
Lancaster County Circuit Court 

Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III, 
spent the next hour and 40 minutes 
reviewing verbal motions over the 
admittance of certain evidence by 
Caroline County Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Tony Spencer who is spe-
cial prosecutor on the case with Lan-
caster Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Robert Cunningham and Assistant 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Kenny 
Kunkle, and defense attorneys Craig 
Cooley and James Breeden.

“I’m getting an enormous amount of 
evidence based on evidence not entered 
in court yet,” said Judge Taliaferro in 
trying to wrap up the motions and get 
on with the case. He said he could not 
rule on most of the evidence until he 
saw it in the context of the case. 

In an extremely detailed two hour 
opening statement, the prosecution 
claimed Kessler was obsessed with 
Gifford, and that he was physically 
abusive and controlling, even stalking 
and threatening her. Spencer said Kes-
sler claimed to all his friends that Gif-
ford was the love of his life and then 
strangled her in a fit of anger when 
he found a text message on Gifford’s 
cell phone from her daughter asking 
‘Where are you? I thought you were 
just going to get your things and come 
home,’ he read.
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Carnival boogie

Fire Department Carnival Grounds. “The concert is a huge success,” said KVFD fund-raising chairman Tom Jones, 

seems to be having a good time. I see a lot of smiling faces and I’m hearing a lot of complimentary remarks. We’re 

Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

KINSALE—A Kinsale man 
has died from injuries sustained 
in a crash on July 22 after the 
bicycle he was riding and a trac-
tor trailer collided in Westmore-
land County, according to a Vir-
ginia State Police report.

The crash occurred at 7:15 
p.m. on Sandy Point Road just 

Kinsale man killed
in two-vehicle crash

Murder trial
continued from page A1

CENTER CROSS—Vibrio 
vulnificus, a flesh-eating 
bacteria, most likely killed 
Charles Edward “Charlie” 
Horner, 75, of Mechanicsville 
who died Wednesday, July 22, 
after becoming ill from an 
infection he contracted over 
the weekend at his summer 
home at Center Cross on the 
Rappahannock River, accord-
ing to health officials.       

Horner’s wife of 53 years, 
Carolyn, said in a Richmond 
Times-Dispatch interview that 
while taking some children to 
play in the river on July 18, her 
husband stepped on the sharp 
spine, or barb, of a catfish, cut-
ting his foot. Bacteria entered 
his bloodstream through the 
cut and an infection began 
spreading overnight.

At the time of the incident, 
the Horners were hosting their 
Fairmount Christian Church 
Bible School Class of about 
50 at their home on the Rap-
pahannock, as they have been 
doing for about five years. 

Horner on July 19 was 
taken to the emergency room 
at Memorial Regional Medi-
cal Center in Mechanicsville 

Man dies four days after cutting 
foot in the Rappahannock River
Vibrio infection suspected

by Larry Chowning where doctors started treat-
ing the infection, said Mrs. 
Horner. By the evening of 
July 20, his leg was ampu-
tated, but by then he had con-
tracted “sepsis,” a life-threat-
ening complication caused 
when the immune system 
fights off an infection. Sepsis 
can cause widespread inflam-
mation and organ failure.

A memorial service for 
Horner was held July 26, at 
Fairmount Christian Church 
in Mechanicsville. He was a 
retired engineer with Philip 
Morris and volunteered his 
expertise in the health care 
industry, from overseeing 
the construction of Memo-
rial Regional Medical Center 
to inspecting buildings for 
nonprofits looking to move or 
expand.
Vibrio dangers

On July 27, Dr. Thomas 
Franck of the Hanover Health 
Department said he could not 
specifically discuss Horner’s 
case, but explained the dan-
gers of Vibrio vulnificus and 
how to protect oneself from 
the bacteria. He said Horner’s 

lab results had been com-
pleted, but he could not elab-
orate.

“Vibrios are bacteria that 
are ‘naturally occurring’ . . . 
in other words, they are not 
associated with pollution,” 
said Dr. Franck. “They have 
been here for a long time. 
They grow better in the warm 
weather months and are most 
dangerous between June and 
August.”    

There are several different 
types of Vibrio, but the most 
dangerous found in the Ches-
apeake Bay are Vibrio vulni-
ficus and Vibrio parahaemo-
lyticus. Vibrios are found up 
and down the Atlantic Coast, 
in the Gulf of Mexico and on 
the Pacific Coast. The bacte-
ria usually do not affect the 
mainstream population even 
though it may come in contact 
with it.

Vibrio vulnificus infection 
manifests itself in two main 
ways: a person, typically with 
a history of liver disease or 
alcohol abuse, is in danger 
after eating raw or improperly 
cooked seafood; or a person 

wounds himself and exposes 
an open wound while work-
ing with oysters, fish or crabs 
while in saltwater. Several 
cases of vibrio infection have 
occurred in watermen while 
they work crab pots and/or 
oyster cages and cut them-
selves, said Dr. Franck.   

He also said the State Health 
Department has been monitor-
ing Vibrio infections over the 
past several years. From 2009 
to 2013 there were 34 cases 
reported annually in the state, 
with an average of two deaths 
a year. He said there have been 
17 cases diagnosed in 2015 
with the one death.

Dr. Franck cautioned 
people not to go in the water 
if they have an open cut. If a 
person receives an open cut 
while in the water, the person 
should flush out the wound 
with a water hose as soon as 
possible.

Another form of preventive 
medicine is to have bleach 
and hydrogen peroxide on 
boats or keep them at beach 
houses. After fishing, clean 
and scrub the boat and all 
areas that come in contact 
with fish and other seafood 
with bleach and water. 

If someone is cut on the 
boat or while in the water, 
clean the wound immediately 
with fresh water and hydro-
gen peroxide.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of super-
visors will meet at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, July 30, at the Lan-
caster County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

Agenda topics include a 
Lancaster High School varsity 
baseball team resolution, an 
update on Belle Isle State Park 
and a roof replacement bid 
award for the sheriff’s office. 

It was erroneously noted in 
a campaign release last week 
that James R. “Doc” Lyons, 
candidate for Northumber-
land County Sheriff, was the 
lead investigator at the Vir-
ginia Tech multi-death tragedy. 
However, he was one of several 
investigators and not the lead.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Correction

“’She played me,’” Spencer 
quoted Kessler as saying to Gif-
ford’s best friend, Susan Page. 
Spencer outlined Kessler and 
Gifford’s alcohol abuse, Kes-
sler’s strange behavior and drug 
abuse after the alleged murder, 
including many different ver-
sions of the July 6 evening Gif-
ford disappeared after the two 
spent the afternoon drinking 
at the “Tiki Bar at Windmill 
Point.” 

Defense claimed “Claudine 
was, is a nice person...Is she 
dead? No one has seen her. 
Does that mean she’s dead. No. 
Even the law in Virginia says 
she has to be missing seven 
years” before its recognize as 
a death, said Cooley. “She may 
be walking around Richmond 
or Texas.”

He claimed investigators in 
the sheriff’s office withheld 
information from defense and 
the prosecution until two days 
before the trial. The evidence 
included a witness who came 
forward last October 1 claim-
ing to have seen her on a flight 
to Texas. “They told the wit-
ness not to tell anyone,” said 
Cooley. 

“There is no proof she is 
dead. There is no proof she was 
strangled. And there is no proof 
(Kessler) abused her,” said 
Cooley. 

He said the sheriff’s depart-
ment also withheld a letter 
among Gifford’s belongings 
written in 2012 but never sent. 
In the letter, she indicated fear 
that her husband might harm 
her, according to Cooley.  

Also, he claimed Kessler 
had been very cooperative with 
investigators, allowing deputies 
to search his property and did 
not “lawyer up.”

Spencer was expected to call 
Lancaster deputy Keith Hogge 
and Gifford’s 16-year-old 
daughter, Gabrielle, as his first 
witnesses Wednesday.

The trial is expected to con-
tinue through Monday. For daily 
updates, go to RRecord.com.

north of Kinsale Bridge Road.
Virginia State Police Trooper J. 

Baker is investigating the crash.
A 2001 Peterbilt and a Can-

nondale Supersix bicycle were 
traveling south on Sandy Point 
Road when the two collided.

The driver of the 2001 Peter-
bilt, Harvey Wilson Jr., 65, of 
Kinsale was not injured in the 
crash. The bicyclist, Paul C. 
Reber, 55, of Kinsale was trans-
ported to MCV Hospital where 
he later died from injuries sus-
tained in the crash. He was wear-
ing a helmet.

The Virginia State Police First 
Division Crash Reconstruction 
Team is assisting with the crash 
which remains under investiga-
tion.



RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  
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“Somewhere in time”

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett this 
week reported charges against 
five individuals.
Felonies

Randy M. Phipps, 46, of 
Greenwood Court was charged 
July 22 with threatening to burn 
a residence (felony).

Joseph D. Harcum, 27, of 
Saluda was charged July 23 with 
a felony probation violation.
Misdemeanors

A Shady Lane man, 25, was 
charged July 21 with non-pay-
ment of fines/costs in a Rich-
mond County case.

A Johns Neck Road woman, 
31, was charged July 21 with 
contempt of a Northumberland 
County court order.

A Mary Ball Road man, 25, 
was charged July 23 with using 
profane/threatening language 
over the public airway.

Staff received a 
walk-in report of a threat to burn 
a residence (arrest reported on 
July 22), a report of tampering 
with an automobile (lug nuts 
removed from one wheel), a 
walk-in complaint of unauthor-
ized use of a motor vehicle by 
a family member (complain-
ant declined to prosecute at this 
time), a walk-in complaint for 
an emergency protective order 
(order issued by the magistrate), 
and a complaint of a motorist 
interfering with another’s right to 
pass, followed by a walk-in com-
plaint about a telephone dispute 
between the two motorists (arrest 
reported on July 23); responded 
to the community hospital on a 
report of a gunshot victim seek-
ing medical care (accidental 
injury; no criminal incident), 
and with the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to Old Fair-
grounds Way on a complaint 
of unauthorized use of a motor 
vehicle (complainant declined to 
prosecute at this time). 

Staff received a 
walk-in complaint of the unau-
thorized use of a motor vehicle 
by a family member (complain-
ant declined to prosecute at 
this time); and responded with 
KPD and Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) to a man down 
call near South Main Street and 
Waverly Avenue, to a trespass 
complaint in the 3900 block 
of White Chapel Road, and to 
a hit-and-run complaint, dam-
ages only (estimate of $1,100), 
on Old Fairgrounds Way.

 Staff assisted a 
citizen in recovering personal 
property from a bag that blew 
out of a boat being towed in the 
Kilmarnock/White Stone area 
(no criminal incident involved); 
responded with KPD to a 
domestic disturbance on School 
Street (adult siblings involved), 
to a suspicious person complaint 
on Irvington Road (subject was 
lawfully taking pictures), with 
assistance from KPD and Vir-
ginia State Police (VSP) to the 
area of Lancaster Middle School 
in an attempt to locate and arrest 
a woman wanted by Northum-
berland authorities, and a pos-
sible child abuse/neglect com-
plaint (no further information 
released in order to protect the 
victim and due to the nature of 
the investigation; Department of 
Social Services was notified of 
the complaint); responded to a 
domestic disturbance on Woods 
Drive; responded to a domestic 
disturbance on Jeffery Avenue; 
received a bad check report 

The Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers seeks 
information regarding 
the whereabouts of Roger 
Allen McMahon.

McMahon, 37, is 
wanted for failure to 
appear in juvenile and 
domestic court on July 
23. He is described as a 
white male with blond 
hair and blue eyes. He is 
5 feet 10 inches tall and 
weighs 185 pounds. His 
last known address is 367 
Chesapeake Drive, White 
Stone. 

Report related informa-
tion to Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers at 462-
7463. 

You do not have to give 
your name or appear in 
court. You could receive 
a reward up to $1,000 if 
your information is useful 
to law enforcement. 

LANCASTER—The follow-
ing cases were heard in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court on July 24 
by Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III.

Thomas Mark Blackwell of 
Richmond was assigned court-
appointed attorney Elizabeth 
Hurd to represent him for proba-
tion violation on a felony hit-and-
run conviction. A hearing was set 
for September 11.

Allen Conaway of Wicomico 
Church was sentenced to six 
months active sentence for proba-
tion violations, with credit for one 
month served on probation viola-
tions. He will report to jail on July 
31 and was granted work release 
at the discretion of the sheriff.

Frank Reese of Warsaw failed 
to appear in court on probation 
violation. The judge issued a 
capias against Reese and set a 
review hearing for September 11.

Carlesha Shawvel Reed of 
Lancaster is charged with proba-

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson tion violations on eight convic-

tions. The case was continued to 
October 23.

Montae Javon Smith of Lan-
caster was charged with proba-
tion violations on four convic-
tions. A show cause hearing was 
set for October 23.

Mya T. Sumiel of Farnham was 
scheduled for review on charges 
of probation violation. The case 
was continued to October 23.

Steven Preston Tilley of Rich-
mond will go to trial on August 
24 for probation violations. The 
court appointed Charles McK-
erns to represent him.

Joseph D. Harcum of Weems 
was charged with probation vio-
lations on convictions of two 
misdemeanors and one felony 
of receiving stolen property. The 
court appointed Will Hubbard to 
represent him. A hearing was set 
for August 10.

Brandy Nicole Bartron of 
Newport News was in court for 
case review on completion of a 

substance abuse program as part 
of her probation. The case was 
continued to October 23.

Nathan Cornelius Crockett 
of Lancaster was in court on 
deferred disposition of a charge 
of carnal knowledge of a minor 
in which he entered an Alford 
plea in August 2014.  Assis-
tant Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Kenny Kunkle requested the 
charge be reduced to misde-
meanor contribution to delin-
quency of a minor because he 
had successfully completed all 
requirements and is currently 
working in his church. The judge 
accepted the reduced conviction. 
Crockett received a 30-day sen-
tence, all suspended.

Brandon T. Fischer of White 
Stone was charged with violat-
ing probation on a felony offense. 
The case was continued to Octo-
ber 23.

Brandon Michael Dunaway of 
Newport News was in court on 
probation violations. The case 

A juvenile, appealing a family 
and juvenile court conviction, 
requested a jury trial. Trial was 
set for October 15.

A grand jury returned true bills 
of indictment on the following 
defendants:

Robert Lee Noel Jr. of White 
Stone, one true bill for assault 
and battery of a family member, 
third offense. Trial was set for 
August 10.

David Wayne Walton of White 
Stone, two true bills for forgery 
and uttering and obtaining money 
under false pretenses. Trial was 
set for September 28.

Deondre Lampkin of Heaths-
ville, two true bills for shoplifting 
and altering merchandise. Trial 
was set for August 10.

Brandon Michael Roberts 
of Lancaster, two true bills for 
abducting with intent to defile 
and use of a firearm in commis-
sion of a felony, first offense. Trial 
was set for August 10.

Randy Modell Phipps of 
Weems, one true bill for mali-
cious assault. Trial was set for 
September 28.

Marion Denise Brown of Top-
ping, two true bills for petty lar-
ceny. Trial was set for October 9.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
Crystal Lane, and with EMS to a 
medical emergency on Cardinal 
Lane.

 Staff responded 
with VSP to a two-vehicle traffic 
crash on Jessie duPont Memo-
rial Highway; notified VDOT of 
a downed tree blocking traffic 
near Mary Ball and Peirces roads 
(roadway blocked for approxi-
mately 30 minutes); received a 
complaint of numerous persons 
frequenting an apparent aban-
doned house on Pinckardsville 
Road, a walk-in complaint for 
a felony warrant involving the 
theft of a vehicle (complainant 
was referred to KPD because 
the incident happened within the 
town; state law prohibits felony 
warrants to be issued unless 
investigated by law enforcement, 
and a complaint of trespassing 
and unlawful timbering in the 
Bluff Point area (complainant 
was advised to file report with 
Northumberland authorities).

Sheriff’s staff also conducted 
13 traffic stops, issued two sum-
monses, assisted four motorists, 
handled one call for traffic con-
trol, investigated three building 
alarms, processed one mental 
health order, logged five inmate 
transports, received 20 E911 
hangup calls and fielded one call 
for animal control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock and White 
Stone volunteer fire departments 
responded to a structure fire on 
Tuckahoe Drive.

The Kilmarnock VFD also 
responded to a brush fire near 
Mary Ball and Devils Bottom 
roads, and to a a traffic crash on 
Jessie duPont Memorial High-
way.

The White Stone VFD also 
responded to a hazmat gas spill 
on Rappahannock Drive.

The Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a CO2 alarm in 
the 2200 block of Merry Point 
Road.

Northumberland Sher-
iff Chuck Wilkins this week 
reported misdemeanor charges 
against five individuals.

A Reedville man, 37, was 
charged July 20 by the Rich-
mond County Sheriff’s Office 
with obtaining money by false 
pretense. 

A Weems woman, 31, was 
charged by the Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Department with 
capias/attachment of the body 
for failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County General 
District Court.

A Farnham woman, 49, was 
charged July 21 with driving 
under the influence, reckless 
driving and driving with an open 
container.

A Callao man, 24, was 
charged July 22 with two counts 
of assault and battery of a family 
member.

A Reedville man, 51, was 
charged July 22 with assault and 
battery of a family member.

was continued due to his partici-
pation in a residential substance 
abuse program. Secured bond of 
$12,000 was continued until the 
case is reviewed on July 22, 2016.

Tyrell Maurice Crockett of 
Weems was scheduled for trial 
on nine felony charges of manu-
facture and possession of a con-
trolled substance. The trial was 
continued to September 28.

Demetria Key of Saluda was 
scheduled for trial for shoplift-
ing. Defense requested a continu-
ance after witness Edward Grif-
fin failed to appear. A show cause 
was issued against Griffin. Trial 
was reset to August 24.

Patrick Meis of White Stone, 
charged with misdemeanor 
assault, was scheduled for trial. 
The case was continued to Octo-
ber 23 on a motion by defense.

Antonio Denmore Roy of 
Montross pled guilty to violation 
of a protective order. He was sen-
tenced to 12 months with eight 
months suspended.

John Robert George of Kilmar-
nock was charged with probation 
violation. A show cause hearing 
was set for October 23.

from a Kilmarnock area busi-
ness ($103 loss), and a walk-in 
complaint for a criminal war-
rant/emergency protective order 
(magistrate declined to issue 
either a warrant or a protective 
order). 

 Staff responded 
to a destruction of property 
complaint on Gaskins Road 
(no criminal incident; vehicle 
glass broken by object thrown 
by mower); checked on the 
well-being of an Irvington 
area resident at the request of a 
concerned out-of-town family 
member (no emergency services 
needed); and received a stalk-
ing complaint from an Irvington 
area resident.

Staff received a 
report of a theft from a vehicle 
parked at Windmill Point (1911 
Springfield .45 pistol, $760 
loss), from a Hazard Lane resi-
dent a complaint of an aircraft 
that continuously flew low over 
the area (complainant advised 
he would contact the FAA), 
and an assault complaint from a 
boater off of Smith Point (com-
plainant was advised to dock so 
that Northumberland authori-
ties could take the report; boater 
declined to do so); responded 
with KPD and VSP to a single-
vehicle traffic crash near Harris 
Road and Braxton Way (med-
evac from RGH involved), 
with KPD to a fight call in the 
400 block of E. Church Street, 
with KPD to a sexual assault 
call (no further information 
released in order to protect the 
victim, who declined to pros-
ecute), to a suspicious person 
complaint on Forest Hill Road 
(subject taken into custody for 
emergency mental health evalu-
ation), to a two-vehicle traffic 
crash, minor damages only, near 
Mary Ball Road and Avis Trail, 
to an assault call in the 13200 
block of Mary Ball Road, to an 
assault call at Belle Isle State 
Park (assault arrest made by 
state park chief ranger), and to 
a noise violation complaint on 
Bayview Drive.

July 26: Staff responded to a 
trespass complaint in the 3900 
block of White Chapel Road, to 
a target shooting complaint on 

CRIME 
SOLVERS

David Freeman of Mathews 
won a round of mini golf and ice cream for 4 guests at 

Bethpage Miniature Golf and Ice Creamery!

Rivah Roundup
We have a winner!

Thanks for playing 
Rivah Roundup!
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80th FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL

TICKETS

JULY 30th - AUGUST 8th

(every night except Sunday)

Win This Car!!

Support the
KILMARNOCK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT’S

80 th ANNUAL FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL

DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT TO WIN

2015 CHEVROLET CAMARO

Provided by Northern Neck Chevrolet & Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Dept.

$10.00 TICKET DONATION
ONLY 5,500 TICKETS BEING SOLD!

I resisted the urge to scowl 
“Aaarrr, matey” as I climbed 

aboard the Brown Pearl at 
Pirate’s Cove in Harryhogan. 

Dan Corder, aka Captain 
Dan, had given me simple 
directions to his waterfront 
home in Northumberland 
County. “We’ll be the house 
with the pirate ship. You can’t 
miss us.”

It was a sunny, clear July 
afternoon, hot and humid, but 
a perfect day to get on the 
water, something Capt. Dan 
says he can’t resist. 

“I love the water. I’ll take 
any opportunity to get out on 
the river,” he said, steering the 
24-foot sailboat-turned-pirate 
ship out of its home port on 
Lodge Creek and easing it 
towards the Yeocomico River. 

“Everybody around here 
loves this pirate ship. It’s 
the scourge of the Northern 
Neck,” he said with a laugh. 

Capt. Dan channels his 
inner pirate every chance he 
gets. He spotted a sailboat and 
turned the “Brown Pearl” in its 
direction. “Let’s see if we can 
menace this sailboat.”

Of course, he was only 
joking, as we pulled closer to 
the sailboat and waved a hello 
to those on board. Capt. Dan 
keeps fake gold coins aboard 
the ship and passes them out to 

Dan Corder, aka Captain Dan, builds pirate ships at his home in Harryhogan. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Brown Pearl is lurking on Pirate’s Cove in Harryhogan

booty.  Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Photo by Lisa 
Hinton-Valdrighi

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

children on other boats. He’s 
one of those friendly pirates. 

A retired firefighter and 
transplant from Northern Vir-
ginia, Capt. Dan and his wife 
own and manage the Callao 
Community Trading Post. He 
and his son, Dan Jr., also have 
a handyman business. But in 
his spare time, he fuels his real 
passion, converting old, aban-
doned, bound-for-the-junkyard 
boats into pirate ships, com-
plete with make-shift canons, 
skeletons and booty.

He’s made seven pirate 
ships, about one a year, since 
he took on the hobby. 

One was featured in an 
HGTV series, My Yard Goes 
Disney: Galloway. Capt. Dan 
had listed the 24-foot boat 

for sale on Craigslist and got 
a “very benign email from 
someone wanting my phone 
number,” he said. “A few min-
utes later, I got a call from a 
man who said he was the vice 
president with Disney corpo-
ration and he was interested in 
the boat. “

Capt. Dan immediately 
suspected one of his fire 
department buddies playing a 
joke and said, “Look partner, 
I don’t know who you are but 
you’ve got about two minutes 
to tell me the real deal or I’m 
hanging up.” 

Capt. Dan researched the 
man on a Disney website 
and called him back. Seems 
Disney had partnered with 
HGTV to convert a backyard 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, into a 
Disney theme, complete with 
a pirate ship play area. They 
buried the ship and surrounded 
it with blue flowers for a water 
effect. 

“The funniest thing was 
going up the interstate towing 
a pirate ship,” said Capt. Dan, 
who hauled the ship with his 
son and daughter-in-law from 
the Northern Neck to Ohio. 
“You should have seen the 
looks we got.”

Another one of his conver-
sion ships is taking passengers 
on pirate ship tours in Key 
West. Some he makes by spe-
cial order, others he makes and 
then tries to sell by word of 
mouth, Facebook, Craigslist 
or Ebay. Right now, there is a 

16-foot pirate ship for sale at 
Callao Community Trading 
Post.

“You know what we do is 
not all that impossible to do,” 
said Capt. Dan. “Really it’s an 
art. Anybody with a little bit 
of imagination can do one of 
these things.”

Capt. Dan’s first project 
was converting a dinghy into 
a pirate ship yard ornament, 
then his neighbor offered up 
an old boat he was discarding 
and Capt. Dan turned that into 
a pirate ship. 

“It kind of got out of hand 
from there” said his son. 

He’s converted all kinds of 
boats into pirate ships—center 
consoles, sailboats, even a 
pontoon boat. A visitor from 
Smith Mountain Lake saw the 
second boat he made and said 
“I’ve got to have it,” and that’s 
when he started selling them. 

“They really are remark-
ably affordable for the detail,” 
said Capt. Dan, whose HGTV 
boat sold for $7,000 and the 
28-foot model sailing now in 

Key West went for $5,000. 
“The only way it makes 

financial sense is by using old 
boats and being creative with 
what we put on them,” he said. 

He and his son take the hull 
of the boats and add several 
rows of old wood, paint every-
thing brown, distress it, add 
ragged and worn sails, skel-
etons, flags and pirate para-
phernalia. 

“Even though it’s a brown 
pirate ship, it’s a ‘green’ ship,” 
said Capt. Dan, who is all 
about recycling. 

Looking at the Brown Pearl, 
I notice its crow’s nest. 

“That’s an old wooden 
planter. Most people have a 
half dozen at their house.” 

The mast is an old porch 
column. The safety warning 
horn is an old Model A horn 
that Capt. Dan literally blows 
by mouth. His “working” 
canon is made from PVC pipe 
and painted black. “It’s basi-
cally a powerful potato gun,” 
he said. 

“If you look at the details 

on the ship, you’ll see that we 
look at something and decide 
how we can repurpose it.”

A lot of the skeletons, flags, 
plastic swords and guns and 
treasures he finds at yards 
sales, thrift stores, even after-
Halloween sales. 

The Brown Pearl, which has 
a 25-horsepower engine and 
will hold about seven people, 
can maneuver in as little as 
eight inches of water. Capt. 
Dan just hasn’t been able to 
part with her. 

“People around here really 
love the Pearl” he said. “It’s 
probably my favorite, too.”

On one of the Brown Pearl’s 
first voyages on Lodge Creek, 
Capt. Dan was approached by 
the marine police, asking for 
his license and registration. 

“I jokingly said, ‘No sir. 
U.S. Coast Guard regulations 
don’t apply to pirate ships.’ 
Then the guy laughed and I 
went on and handed him the 
information. Obviously, I just 
have a lot of fun with these 
ships.”
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25th Annual 

kiwsrotary.com

HURRY!
TICKETS ARE 
SELLING FAST!

Premier sponsor
Bon Secours Rappahannock General Hospital

September 11th
New location! 

Camp Kekoka, Boys Camp Road, Kilmarnock
With Water Taxis and Plenty of Parking you can come by car OR by boat! 

Dance under the stars with En’NOVATION, 
one of the area’s premier dance bands.

All this for just $50!!!

SAME GREAT MENU

 Oysters, Crab Cakes, Steamed Shrimp, Soft Shell Crabs
Fish, Clam Chowder, Pork BBQ, French Fries, Salad
Sweet Potato Fries, Corn On the Cob, Hush Puppies

Cole Slaw, Ice Cream
Domestic Beers $2     Wine and Cocktails $3     Craft Beers $4

Jean Ingram

It’s Tough to 

When You 
Can’t Lift 
Your Arms.
A commercial daffodil farm is no place for severely 

damaged shoulders. Read how 
orthopedic surgeon Barbaro Perez, MD, 
helped Jean get her range of motion back 
and return to what she enjoyed. 

Read Jean’s story at  
riversideonline.com/orthostories.

Jean Ingram

Are you living with joint pain?
Make an appointment  
today (804) 693-0529.

Barbaro J. Perez, MD

riversideonline.com/ortho

Orthopedic Specialists
Gloucester

Picking and praying

Upcoming concerts will include The Cruisers, a U.S. Navy contemporary entertainment 

IRVINGTON—River Counties Community 
Foundation (RCCF), an affiliate of The Com-
munity Foundation Serving Richmond and Cen-
tral Virginia, is gearing up for the fifth annual 
Amazing Raise.

This online giving event, “Be Vocal. Give 
Local.” provides an opportunity for people who 
care about the Northern Neck and Middle Pen-
insula to showcase their generosity by donating 
online to local nonprofits—starting at 6 a.m. 
September 16 through 6 p.m. September 17, 
said regional grants manager Leslie A. Franklin.  

A training session for nonprofits will be held 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, August 5, in 
the lecture hall at Rappahannock Community 
College-Glenns Campus, 12745 College Drive, 
Saluda. The training is free and open to non-
profit staff or volunteers involved in the devel-

opment and implementation of their organiza-
tion's strategy for The Amazing Raise. 

The session will include a review of event 
details including eligibility criteria, rules and 
prizes; details on new features of the site; les-
sons learned from previous years and giving 
days in other locations; tips on how to prepare, 
including suggested timelines and examples 
of creative donor-engagement, marketing and 
communications strategies; and plenty of time 
for questions and answers. The training also 
will include a panel of local nonprofit organi-
zations.

To register, visit tcfrichmond.org and click on 
“News and Events” at the top of the page, then 
“Amazing Raise Information Session-Northern 
Neck/Middle Peninsula,”  or contact Franklin at 
438-9414, or lfranklin@tcfrichmond.org. 

WARSAW—The Northern 
Neck Chesapeake Bay Public 
Access Authority has received 
a donation from the Estate of 
Charles Fears in the amount of 
$3,169.61.  

The funding will be used to 
assist the authority in its mis-
sion to increase the usefulness 
of existing sites, create new 
public water access sites and 
increase public awareness of 
the Authority and its ability to 
accept donations of funds or 
waterfront property to enhance 
public access, said Northern 
Neck Planning District Com-
mission environmental planner 
Stuart McKenzie.

The authority has:

existing public water access 
sites.

-
ment of a public water access 
boat launch site, Bonum Creek 
Landing in Westmoreland 
County.

Army Corps of Engineers in 
2010 to create a Northern Neck 
Regional Shallow Draft Navi-
gation and Sediment Manage-
ment Plan to estimate the costs 
of dredging local federal creek 
navigation channels .

Richmond counties in creating 
successful grant applications to 
the 2014 Virginia Department 

of Game and Inland Fisheries 
Grants to Localities for Public 
Boating Access Program.

Lancaster County received 
approval for a large boating 
access site at Windmill Point 
Marina. Richmond County 
received approval for a medium 
boating access site to improve 
the boat ramp at Farnham Creek 
Landing and provide additional 
parking.

To inquire about donating 
property, visit nnpdc.org and 
click on Public Access, or call 
McKenzie at 333-1900, ext. 25.

Maps of Northern Neck water 
trails are available at northern-
neck.org under the Recreation 
tab.

MONTROSS–Summer heat 
and humidity can be physically 
stressful and dangerous to the 
frail elderly.

To help ensure their health 
and comfort, Bay Aging recently 
launched its 22nd year of Fan 
Care, an electric fan distribution 
program sponsored by Domin-
ion Virginia Power in partnership 
with the Virginia Department for 
the Aging.

Each year, Bay Aging provides 
fans to senior adults in the Middle 
Peninsula and Northern Neck 
area, said coordinator Dwayne 
Sawyer.

With a grant from Dominion 
Virginia Power, Bay Aging will 
purchase a limited number of 
electric fans and window air con-
ditioners and will distribute them 
to eligible senior adults, said 
Sawyer. The fans are free to those 
who are eligible and become 
the property of the individual. 
Arrangements can be made for 
fans to be delivered to those indi-
viduals who are unable to pick 
them up from a Bay Aging office.

To qualify for Fan Care, a 
person must:

-

ation that presents a threat to the 
person’s health and well-being.

household income of no more 
than $17,655  for a household of 
one, $23,895 for a household of 
two. Not all persons in the home 
need to be seniors to qualify for 
a fan but their incomes must be 
counted. There is a limit of one 
fan per household.

The program continues 
through September. For arrange-
ments, in the Middle Peninsula 
call 1-800-693-6109, in the 
Northern Neck, call 1-800-493-
0238.

What should I do when 
someone keeps asking 
me about my medical 
problems, and I don’t 
want to share?

Wondering in Weems

Dear Wondering,
 Ever since the slew of medi-

cal dramas on television in the 
20th century, some of us have 
felt quite confident assuming 
the role of would-be medical 
professionals. 

As a teen with a crush on Dr. 
Kildare, I considered I might 
be a brilliant neurosurgeon. 
Thankfully, reality took hold 
when I found chemistry greatly 
disliked me, and I greatly dis-
liked blood that was real. My 
interest in medical descriptions 
faded.

We may feel our medical 
acumen has been increased, 
too, by the information on the 
ever present drug advertise-
ments in the media (where is 
the Pillsbury Doughboy when 

you need him?) Deep inside, 
many of us feel we know what’s 
best, medically, for ailing 
acquaintances. And, honestly, 
some of us are just plain nosey. 

Add those things to the fact 
that today there is precious 
little having to do with per-
sonal health that isn’t fodder 
for public chewing and diag-
nosing and the result is high 
potential for the right to pri-
vacy being greatly abused. We 
do well to remember that shar-
ing is a private decision and a 
little knowledge is a dangerous 
thing.

Not only are medical details 
personal, but being constantly 
reminded by others of what 
ails us can be detrimental to 
healing. A good friend will 
be sensitive to that. Others, 
though well meaning, may not. 
In that case, responding to their 
questions with “Thank you for 
asking, but I’d rather not talk 
about it.” Or “I’m doing well, 
thanks, and I’ve found that 

not dwelling on the way I feel 
makes me feel better. I hope 
you understand.” Changing the 
focus with “I’m alright thank 
you. How are you doing? Have 
you seen your grandchildren 
lately?” has been known to 
have success.

Thank you for your excellent 
question. I sincerely hope all 
will soon be well.

Ginger Philbrick is the 
owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited to 
e-mail your manners questions 
to her and she will respond as 
time and space allow. You may 
contact her at youarepolite1@
verizon.net and visit her web-
site at becauseyouarepolite.
com. RSVP! 

Area public access authority
receives gift from Fears Estate

Fan distribution continues through September

Because You Are Polite
. . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

Amazing Raise workshop slated

RRecord.com

RRecord.com

Find us on 
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

For almost 90 years Stratford Hall has 
been in the custody of The Robert E. 

Lee Memorial Association. For the past nine 
of those years the guiding force behind the 
preservation and interpretation of that iconic 
Northern Neck landmark has been Paul Reber, 
the executive director of the association. Last 
week Paul’s illustrious tenure in that position 
came to an abrupt end with his untimely death 
while cycling on the roads near his home in 
Kinsale.

Under Paul’s guidance Stratford Hall has 
made profound progress in presenting an 
authentic rendition of the plantation’s his-
tory over the past three centuries. Paul came 
to his position from an academic perspec-
tive, having obtained a doctorate in Ameri-
can history from The American University in 
Washington, D.C., but he was far more than 
an ivory tower intellectual. He thrived on the 
hands-on work of re-presenting both the man-
sion and the grounds at Stratford Hall in new 
ways that allowed visitors to experience the 
organic growth of the mansion from its con-
struction in the 1730s down through the early 
19th century.

The original restoration of the 1930s 

undertaken by the architect, Fiske Kimball, 
had purged the mansion of many of its post-
1776 additions in Kimball’s attempt to make 
every aspect appear to be pre-Revolutionary. 
In that process many significant embellish-
ments by General Lighthorse Harry Lee, 
such as the internal staircase and the config-
uration of the dining room, were removed, to 
be replaced by addenda that Kimball deemed 
appropriate.

From a different perspective, Paul envi-
sioned history as an organic whole, and with 
the support of the association’s board of direc-
tors, he set out to re-interpret the mansion’s 
history by focusing different rooms on spe-
cific periods. In the course of that transition, 

the mansion came to present itself to visitors 
as a living home, rather than a stratified survi-
vor from one particular period of history.

Paul reinstalled Lighthorse Harry’s stair-
case, re-purposed the Federal parlor, and this 
year completed the return of the dining room 
to its earlier configuration. Paint analysis 
in each of the rooms has led to the renewed 
vibrancy of the new wall colors, enhanced by 
the taking down of barriers at the doorways 
in order for visitors to enter the rooms not as 
tourists, but as guests.

The mansion was not Paul’s only focus, as 
he also worked to engage the grounds as a 
more cohesive part of the overall experience 
for all who come to Stratford Hall. The dis-
tinctive English breeds of Devon and High-
lander cattle became new residents of the 
pastures and meadows, and gardens were re-
interpreted to offer a more realistic vision of 
how the plantation presented its earlier life-
style. Two years ago he arranged for Stratford 
Hall’s participation in the Down On The Farm 
tour, thereby manifesting that the plantation’s 
agricultural mission was parallel to its histori-
cal purpose, forming a complete picture for 
those who come to visit.

Stratford Hall was not Paul’s only inter-
est in supporting the local community. For 
the past six years he served as chairman of 
the Northern Neck Tourism Commission 
where he worked to promote the five counties 
as a worthy destination for tourists to place 
on their agendas when traveling on the East 
Coast. He tirelessly presided over meetings 
and attended conferences to work for greater 
recognition of our area. One of his principal 
goals was to see the Northern Neck declared 
a National Heritage Area, a designation that 
would give the region the proper recognition 
that its history richly merits.

Ironically, he hoped to see the counties 
of the Northern Neck embrace cycling as a 
means of attracting tourists and promoting 
physical fitness for our local residents as well. 
Paul was boundless in his energy and his inter-
ests were extremely wide-ranging. In the nine 
years he spent in our midst, he enriched the 
lives of many and has left in his wake indel-
ible results that make the Northern Neck in 
our time the worthy successor of those from 
here who founded our nation. 

Paul Crowl Reber, November 26, 1959  –  
July 23, 2015. R.I.P.

In the course of that transi-
tion, the mansion came to 
present itself to visitors as a 
living home, rather than a 
stratified survivor from one 
particular period of history.

Focal Point

Dolphins frolic in local waters. The dolphin in the left photo staged a “show” on the Potomac River while those 
in the right photo were acting up in Little Bay, just off Antipoison Creek.

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

Have some in our govern-
ment here in town just “lost 
it”? Why would anyone want 
to take away two very germane 
businesses like Barbara’s Hot 
Dog Stand or Terrie’s Lunch, or 
any similar future businesses?

As reported in last week’s 
paper, vice mayor Rebecca 
Nunn expressed her opposi-
tion to such businesses, with 
additional opposition stated 
by Nunn’s husband, planning 
commissioner Spike Nunn. 
Commissioner Joan Gravatt, 
wife to another councilman, 
joined in these concerns.

This seems unwarranted to 
me. These are hard-working 
vendors who shouldn’t be 
demeaned for what they do. 
Those in our government who 
want to prohibit these busi-
nesses should become more 
educated in exactly how hard 
these individuals work in order 
to gain some appreciation for 
what these people do.

How many on the council or 
the planning commission actu-
ally own a business or even 
work in Kilmarnock?

As past chairman of the 
planning commission, I still 
have a feel for the appropriate 
and necessary functions of this 
body, and I feel regulating-out 
vendors is not one of them.

A more dangerous collateral 
issue here, in my opinion, is 
the presence of spouses serv-
ing on different bodies of our 
government. I think this should 
be banned by ordinance, and, 
in the meantime, where appli-
cable, it would be appropriate 
for one spouse to resign. This 
would preclude the appearance 
of conflict of interest on any 
issue.

I just saw an announcement 
accompanying the vendor 

Discussion raises
another issue

article on a website which 
states Rebecca Nunn now will 
include a letter in this week’s 
paper explaining that she 
doesn’t really want to prohibit 
these businesses.

Since this didn’t go over so 
well with the public, let’s all 
read her letter and see the vice 
mayor try to “walk it back.”

Raymond C. Booth Jr.,
Kilmarnock

In an article entitled “Should 
Steptoe’s include mobile food 
vendors?”, vice mayor Rebecca 
Nunn commented on whether 
the town should enact new regu-
lations on mobile food vendors 
such as Terrie’s Place and Bar-
bara’s Hot Dog Cart, that she is 
“concerned to keep the integrity 
of the Steptoe’s District.”

Spike Nunn chimes in to say 
that “what we’re concerned 
about is things in the Steptoe’s 
District that are not in keeping 
with the tone that we would like 
to have for our visitors.”   

In a town with over 10 thrift 
shops and second-hand clothing 
stores, what is the “integrity of 
the Steptoe’s District” and what 
is the “tone” that the town has 
for its visitors? The town has an 
abandoned building at its main 
intersection, with many dead 
birds inside. Many businesses 
that sold new merchandise 
closed their operations inside of 
the Steptoe’s District, becoming 
tired of answering the proverbial 
question: “Is your stuff new?”

I have been eating hotdogs 
with Barbara for over five years. 
She always has a smile on her 
face. These two mobile ven-
dors, as the article points out, 
must obtain the same business 
licenses and restaurant permits, 
and pay the same taxes, as a per-

What is the
‘integrity’ and 
‘tone’ of Steptoe’s

manent restaurant, and they fall 
under the same food safety rules. 
They are not trespassing: they 
have the owner’s permissions to 
be there. Health and licensing 
issues are not at stake here.  

Establishments such as these 
two mobile vendors definitely 
do not affect the “integrity,” nor 
the “tone” of this “thrift” town. 
Hopefully they don’t get the pro-
verbial question: “Is your stuff 
new?”

If you really want to do some-
thing for the Steptoe’s District 
to enhance its “integrity” or 
its “tone,” have the planning 
commission enact and enforce 
regulations to forbid junk yards 
within the town limits and/or 
force owners to repair unsightly 
facades on town properties.

Raymond L. Britt Jr.,
White Stone

The boundaries of what is 
known as the “Steptoe’s District” 
are not clear to me, but I do know 
that there are “eyesores” far more 
offensive than Terrie’s Place and 
Barbara’s Hot Dog Cart.

When these small-business 
owners applied for permits, didn’t 
these requests come to the atten-
tion of the Kilmarnock planning 
commission? I think the addition 
of these two small vendors adds 
a bit of character to the town and 
reflects the nationwide trend of 
food trucks/vendors serving a 
community. Future permits, if 
decided, can be controlled to pre-
vent proliferation of vendors on 
our streets.

I would suggest the good 
people who serve on the Kilmar-
nock planning commission 
broaden their sights and look 
more closely at the North and 
South Main Street corridor 
through town. One example: the 
empty storefront at the highly vis-

Focus on
eyesores

ible intersection of Route 200 and 
Main Street (which has remained 
vacant for over a decade), falls 
far short of the “ambience” they 
wish to create.

I submit this for their consid-
eration: Upon approval from the 
owner of this building, approach 
the art departments at the Lan-
caster Middle and High schools. 
There are many talented students 
at these schools. Enlist them in a 
community project to paint the 
windows with appropriate art 
work.

We have a lovely little town 
enhanced by the plantings, ban-
ners, uniquely designed retail 
windows, sidewalk benches, 
restaurants and the friendliest 
people in the Northern Neck. 
Therefore may I suggest the plan-
ning commission leave these two 
small-business owners to enjoy 
the fruits of their efforts.

Ann Downey-Heckt,
Natty Point

There seems to be a great 
deal of misunderstanding and 
a lot of name-calling over a 
concern of mine as a council 
member in Kilmarnock. 

I do not want to restrict 
Terrie’s Place or Barbara’s 
Hot Dog Stand from doing 
business and I am definitely 
pro-business, especially pro-
business in Kilmarnock. My 
concern arose as several 
citizens mentioned their 
concerns to me about one of 
the businesses in that they 
thought it was supposed to 
be seasonal. 

The entire council, not 
only I, asked the planning 
commission to look at the 
situation to see if there was 
a possibility that we may in 
the future wish to place some 
restrictions on non-perma-
nent structures or have some 
type of rules and regulations 
on what could and could not 
be in the Steptoe’s District 
since we are attempting to 
preserve it and make it a true 
historic area.

There was never any intent 
to do away with Terrie’s Place 
or Barbara’s Hot Dog Stand 
and the title of the Record’s 
website article last week 
was not only misleading, but 
also inflammatory. When a 
matter is turned over to the 
planning commission, seven 
more people are looking at 
the situation and are study-
ing it and then they bring 
their recommendations to the 
council who may or may not 
act on it.

For the record, I am 
pro-business and I am not 
opposed to either of the busi-
nesses nor do I want them 
removed. Also for the record, 
I have partaken of Barbara’s 
hot dogs and Terrie’s ham-
burgers on numerous occa-
sions.

 Rebecca Tebbs Nunn,
vice-mayor, Kilmarnock

 

Misunderstanding
about current
mobile vendors

YOUR 
LETTERS

The Kilmarnock planning commission has a new assign-
ment to come up with more regulations to control what the 
vice mayor sees as a serious problem in the Steptoe’s Dis-
trict.

A hot dog cart and a lunch wagon both have excellent food 
and a loyal following are the problem. This is of course for 
the sake of “aesthetics.”

In school we all learned beauty was in the eye of the 
beholder. Style and diversity are far more important along 
with providing a needed service to the community than 
beauty. If the town has enough regulations it can elimi-
nate any business it wants. I see many Steptoe’s businesses 
that could easily fall prey to “regulations”—antique stores, 
beauty parlors, auto repair shops.

We have a number of vacant spots, which the planning 
commission could be seeking incentives to fill—not close 
down successful ones. Kilmarnock and Lancaster County 
have long had the reputation of being a difficult area to 
establish a new business. I suggest the planning commis-
sion has better things to do than regulate our town out of 
business.

R. A. Ludwig,
Kilmarnock

Don’t regulate 
Kilmarnock out of business

Author, storyteller and humor-
ist Garrison Keillor claims “Sex 
is good, but not as good as fresh 
sweet corn.”

I’m not sure if I agree with 
him, but corn is pretty remark-
able.

I don’t pretend to be an expert 
in either, but I do tend to enjoy 
both. 

For the sake of not offending 
anyone, I won’t begin to com-
pare the two.

I especially like to pursue corn 
this time of year when good 
fresh maize is readily available 
right off the farm.

I’m partial to Silver Queen, 
but I’ll take yellow or white, as 
long as it’s sweet.

Corn is cholesterol free. It’s a 
good source of vitamins A and 
C, potassium, thiamine and fiber. 
It’s also very high in antioxi-
dants. It’s high in natural sugars/
starches, and amino acids.

An ear of corn packs 80 calo-
ries; a gram of fat; 17 grams of 
carbohydrates, including 2 grams 
of dietary fiber and 3 grams of 
sugar; and 3 grams of protein.

Corn, sweet and for grain, 
is America’s number one field 
crop, leading all other crops in 
value and volume of production.

Corn ranks number six among 
Virginia’s top 20 agricultural 
commodities, behind broilers, 
cattle/calves, dairy products, 
turkeys, and nursery/greenhouse, 
sod/turfgrass.

Worldwide, corn is the third 
most important crop based on 
production volume, behind 
wheat and rice. In terms of 
acreage planted, it’s second to 
wheat.

Americans consume about 25 
pounds of corn per person, per 
year.

Among other corn math:

in a pound.

about a cup of corn kernels.

kernels in 16 rows.

some 1,300 kernels.

8 gallons.

-
tent after 6 hours at room tem-
perature.

Fresh corn on the cob can be 
eaten raw, but it’s best boiled, 
zapped or roasted on the grill 
with lots of butter, salt and 
pepper.

Some will argue the cob is 
meant to be picked clean by 
attacking it row by row, chewing 
lengthwise left to right, twirling 
the cob forward (up).

Others insist the ear should be 
twirled forward per bite.

However, the proper way to 
clean the cob is to twirl forward 
per bite at each end, thus provid-
ing a good hand hold to zip end-
to-end, left to right.

Fresh corn on the cob should 
be paired with steamed crabs and 
followed with sex for dessert.
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Pick up a copy this weekend to 
see what’s made it one of the most 

popular visitor’s guides 
on the Northern Neck and 

Middle Peninsula since 1993! 
Packed with information -- where to 

eat, where to stay, entertainment 
listings and a calendar of 

family-friendly events!

Look for 

on stands and in blue boxes now!oon 

Places to go and things  

to do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula

Inside:
Colonial Beach Trolley

The Chesapeake Breeze greeters

Thank You
On behalf of my late husband, Edward Muddiman, 
and myself, I would like to thank Walgreens in 
Kilmarnock for supporting “Candy For the Veter-
ans” for the past six years. This project was start-
ed by my late husband and was very dear to his 
heart. During that time over 6,000 pieces of candy 
were collected from our generous community and 
delivered to the veterans and troops. The Ameri-
can Legion of Arlington, Virginia was our partner 
and was instrumental in delivering the candy to 
the veteran’s hospital as well as sending it to the 
troops abroad. It was a great partnership between 
Walgreens and the American Legion and brought 
smiles and blessings to many military men and 
women.

Although it is sad that this partnership is coming 
to the end, I am very thankful to Walgreens, the 
American Legion and especially our community 
for their amazing support. 

Ellen (Ellie) J. Muddiman

Do you Remember?
This aerial view of the Waverly Avenue carnival grounds in 1955 shows preparation for 

“new site.” Over the years the carnival moved from the front yard of Dr. Henry Jeter 
Edmonds’ home on Waverly Avenue, a block off Main Street, to Irvington Road before 

Lee Ashburn. The 80th annual KVFD Fireman’s Festival opens tonight and continues  
through August 8 (except Sunday). An exhibit featuring carnival memorabilia may be 
viewed at the museum, 76 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, through August. “Do you 
Remember?” is a community service of the museum. 

YOUR LETTERS

The science behind the 
assessment that human 
activity is primarily respon-
sible for global warming is 
founded in sound science.

Strong evidence comes 
from the analysis of air 
bubbles in ice cores from 
Greenland and Antarctica. 
Using standard analytical 
techniques, scientists have 
determined the carbon diox-
ide content of the fossil air, 
the source of the carbon, and 
the temperature of past atmo-
spheres. 

The concentration of 
carbon dioxide in air bub-
bles is measured directly by 
gas chromatography, while 
atmospheric temperature and 
the source of the carbon are 
inferred from the results of 
isotopic analyses by mass 
spectrometry. The age of the 
air bubbles is established 
from their stratigraphic posi-
tion in the ice sheets.

It’s a well-known scientific 
fact that the concentration 
of the oxygen 18 isotope in 
precipitation decreases with 
temperature. By comparing 

Credible evidence
of global warming

the isotopic ratio of oxygen 
(O18/O16) in water mol-
ecules released by melting 
the ice cores with the isoto-
pic ratio of an average ocean 
water standard, scientists 
arrive at the temperature of 
air masses over the ice sheets 
when the bubbles formed.

The ice-core data dem-
onstrate that for the past 
800,000 years tempera-
ture changes closely mir-
rored carbon dioxide trends 
through nine prominent 
climatic cycles. Moreover, 
the level of CO2 never rose 
above 320 ppm—until the 
20th century. Since 1900, 
CO2 levels have risen by 

Isotopic evidence indicates 
that the bulk of this added 
CO2 is from fossil fuels. 
The burning of fossils fuels 
increases the level of carbon 
12 in the atmosphere relative 
to carbon 13. Thus, while the 
total amount of CO2 in the 
atmosphere has increased, 
the ratio of C13/C12 has 
decreased since 1850—a 
time period corresponding to 
the Industrial Revolution.

As baseball guru Casey 
Stengel would put it, “You 
can look it up.”

Frank W. Fletcher,
Reedville

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the July 28, 

1905 issue of the Virginia Citi-
zen)

Lively
Miss Lola Haynie, after 

spending some time with her 
aunt in Baltimore, returned 
home, accompanied by her 
aunt, Mrs. Taylor.

Mr. Rice has moved his saw-
mill to W. J. Barker’s tract of 
timber.

Miss Evelyn Broun, of 
Broun’s Store, after spending 
some time with Misses Norris, 
has returned home, accompa-
nied by Miss Susie Norris.

T. J. Euank, of Broun’s Store, 
was seen in our town lately.

A launch party from Irving-
ton was seen at Old Orchard on 
Friday last.

Whealton (Morattico)
Judge Mann spoke here 

Wednesday morning to an 
audience of 75, largely com-
posed of ladies. It was an 
excellent speech and made a 
good impression, but hardly 
sufficient to change any senti-
ment. He left on the “Dilliard” 

for White Stone, accompanied 
by “Uncle Jim” Sanders and 
others.

The “Chief ” ran an excur-
sion from Whealton to Tap-
pahannock, given by Union 
Sunday school for its scholars.

Miss Iva Carr, of Baltimore, 
and Miss Ethel McCarty, for-
merly of this place, are are the 
pleasant guests of Miss Mabel 
Oakley.

Miss Susie Norris, of Lively, 
is spending a while with her 
aunt, Mrs. Curlett.

Judson and Bunyon Conley, 
who have been staying in Bal-
timore, are home on a vaca-
tion.

Miss Hattie Rogers, of 
Jersey City, is the pleasant 
guest of Mr. and Mrs. Hale.

Master Willie Coulbourn, 
of Baltimore, is spending 
the summer with his cousin, 
Straughan Marshall.

Wharton Grove 
Excursion

Steamer Chief will run 
excursions to Wharton Grove 
camp on the following days: 
July 30th, August 1st, 3rd , 5th 

and 6th.   
Leaves Sharps 7 a.m., Bay-

port 7:30, Whealton 8, Water-
view 8:30, Monaskin 8:50.   

50cts round trip, return 
same day. The Chief will also 
tow other craft if desired.              

Whealton Packing Co.

Irvington
J. T. Rilee is in Baltimore 

this week.
Arthur James, of Cherlton, 

arrived Wednesday to visit W. 
McD. Lee.

Treasurer R. M. Sanders and 
little Romulus were here tax-
gathering last week.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

The article in last week’s 
paper regarding the mobile 
food vendors in Kilmarnock 
really seemed like a witch 
hunt against the two hard-
working ladies who operate 
food trucks/carts in the Step-
toe’s District. It seems some 
members of the town planning 
commission have an issue 
with Barbara’s Hot Dogs and 
Terrie’s Place.

I have several questions...
one being, isn’t the commis-
sion in charge of the entire 
town, not just the Steptoe’s 
District? If so, what about the 
ice cream trailer in front of the 
shopping center where Peebles 
is located? Is that not an issue?

Also, why are these ladies 
being scrutinized when they 
are clearly bringing business 
to the area? They are held to 
the same laws, tax implica-
tions and health regulations 
that all “brick & mortar” res-
taurants adhere to. They are 
bringing revenue to the town. 
I find it appalling that some 
town council members feel the 
need to chastise these hard-
working ladies for bringing 
revenue to Kilmarnock.

What about the empty store 
fronts and vacant buildings 
in the Steptoe’s District, Mrs. 
Vice Mayor? Why don’t you 

Food truck frenzy

YOUR LETTERS
focus on filling those spaces 
and bring more revenue to 
the town, instead of running 
revenue away? I pray that this 
witch hunt against these two 
ladies turns around in their 
favor and their profits sky-
rocket.

Heidi McNeal,
West Point

Follow us on 
Twitter!

RRecord.com

Letters policy
Letters on current 
events and other 

topics of community 
interest are welcome. 
Please observe the fol-

lowing guidelines:
Do:

-
sible. Keep letters to 
300 words or less.

include your address 
and phone number 
for verification, or 
clarification, even when 
emailing the letter.
Do not:

matters.

private businesses.

thank you letters, mali-
cious letters, promo-
tional letters, anony-
mous letters, or letters 
addressed to someone 
else.

one letter in two con-
secutive weeks.

All letters are subject 
to editing for length, 
clarity, or potentially 
libelous statements.Newspapers bring learning to 
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Richmond County Fair   
August 11-15, 2015

On Stage Wednesday
Garner Family & Friends 

The Local Edge
Faron Hamblin 

Hard To Tell Band
On Stage Thursday

Chad Rock-DJ & Line Dancing
Josh Grigsby & the County Line 

On the Grounds:
Wednesday:  Beef Cattle Show 
Thursday: Sue Wee Pig and 

Goat Races
Sheep and Goat Show

Every Night: Exhibits, Bingo, 
Food, Games, Rides
Gates open at 5 pm 

Wednesday, 10 am Thursday

YOUR LETTERS

So, mobile food vendors 
“threaten the integrity of 
Steptoe’s District.”

Say what! 
I suppose a sushi vendor 

with saki on the side would 
be fully acceptable. 

Clearly a “hot dog cart” is 
far too low-brow and doesn’t 
f it into the town council’s 
vision and therefore is a 
threat. Town council even 
requested the planning com-
mission to consider “new 
regulations.” Let’s have 
more of that, for sure.

Somewhere we recall a 
recent on-going effort called 
“Buy Local” supported by 
many principal businesses. 
Guess that theme doesn’t 
apply to an individual 
entrepreneur, 70-year-old 
lady trying to scratch out 
a meager existence. And 
reportedly, there’s been no 
complaints about this busi-
ness and it has acquired all 
the necessary licenses, gets 
permission where she set 
up, pays the state and local 
taxes on sales and is liked by 
many.

Given that Steptoe’s Dis-
trict contains the ugliest, 
deteriorating, long vacant 
large building and roped off 
parking lot at the corner of 
Main Street and Irvington 
Road, why not take some 
action there? Oh, it’s so 
much easier to take on the 
70-year-old lady with very 
limited resources than an 
established heavy with polit-
ical connections—figured 
that out all by ourselves.

Ms. Johns, bring your 
wonderful Hot Dog Cart to 
the low-brow, friendly town 
of White Stone. We have 
shops, eateries—including 
great gourmet entree take-
out, under cover farmer’s 
market on Fridays and Sat-
urdays, fantastic shop with 
great ice cream, sundaes, 
homemade fudge and even 
still a functional lumber 
yard. Kilmarnock lost theirs 
long ago. We’re not trying 
to be Sunset Boulevard in 
Beverly Hills. So, come on 
down folks—and avoid the 
Kilmarnock add-on taxes!

Dana and Penny Gilmour, 
Ocran

Bring mobile
food cart to
White Stone

I’m sending this letter 
in response to your recent 
article, “Should Steptoe’s 
include mobile food ven-
dors?” I’m concerned the rea-
sons given for wanting ordi-
nances to preclude the two 
mobile food vendors from 
being in Steptoe’s District 
don’t address other perma-
nent structures in the District 
that have never been updated 
to the aesthetical standard 
being referenced here, that 
fail to keep the integrity, 
keep the tone for visitors or 
maintain the ambience of the 
District.

Is it discriminatory to not 
allow these entrepreneurs 
who pay the required town 
licenses and taxes, to con-
duct fair trades in town when 
other permanent structures 
defy the desired aesthetics? 

As of last Saturday, one 
building has a flock of dead 
birds covering the floor that 
you can see when peering 
into the Main Street window. 
Does that give a good impres-
sion to visitors?

A simple and less costly 
solution would be to provide 
these mobile food vendors 
with banners that say “Step-
toe’s Dog & Wiener Station” 
or “Ye Olde Wiener Stop” for 
the hotdog cart and “Terri’s 
Prudently Priced Plates at 
Steptoe’s” for the truck.  I 
used a search engine and 
typed in “street food vendors 
of the 1800s” and found that 
even Cracker Jack started as 
a street food vendor. New 
York, Savannah, and Paris 
had street food vendors and 
still do. Why not Kilmar-
nock?

The town website’s “New 
Business Welcome Packet” 
has a section called “Kilmar-
nock-A Business Friendly 
Place.” Let’s work with non-
bawdy town businesses to 
embrace their trades and 
help them embrace Steptoe’s 
ambience to honor that pub-
lished pronouncement. If the 
town powers won’t consider 
this, will the town give these 
entrepreneurs replacement 
jobs or compensate them in 
another way to help them 
earn a living? 

Sonja Headley,
Kilmarnock

Aesthetical
ambiguities

After reading the latest letter 
from our local global warm-
ing bellwether in support of a 
carbon tax, I was reminded of 
an exchange I recently heard 
between two squabbling chil-
dren. It went like this: “Am 
not.” “Are too.” “Am not.” “Are 
too.”

Much noise. No reasoning.
Similarly, the bellwether 

made noisy claims but offered 
no reasoning to support his 
belief that a carbon tax would 
be a good thing. Indeed, all he’s 
ever done in his many letters 
is to proclaim, in effect: “It’s 
a good thing. George Schultz 
supports it. It’s a good thing. 
George Schultz supports it. It’s 
a good thing. George Schultz 
supports it.”

Okay. Okay. I get it. The 
bellwether and George Schultz 
think a carbon tax would be a 
good thing.

But how, exactly, can a tax 
be neutral? How, exactly, can 
taxes increase net wealth? 

taxes be returned to taxpayers?
Without answering these and 

other relevant questions, the 
bellwether reveals himself as 
a mere noisemaker who has 
abandoned rational discourse. 
Like a squabbling child. Intel-
lectually boring.

Additionally, the bellweth-
er’s larger conclusion (that 
government should solve the 
problem of global warming) 
is fatally flawed because it’s 
based on a single premise. In 
effect, his reasoning is as fol-
lows. “Humans cause global 
warming; therefore, govern-
ment should solve the prob-
lem.”

Surely, anyone with a Ph.D. 
understands that a single prem-
ise cannot support a conclu-
sion. At least one more premise 
is needed; otherwise, you’ve 
got a non sequitur.

Perhaps the bellwether has 
in mind a second, implied, 
premise, namely, “government 
is good at solving problems.” 
But, clearly, such a premise 
is false because government 
makes a mess of everything 
it does. Therefore, the bell-
wether’s conclusion would still 
be unjustified, even if his first 
premise were true.

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

Climate 
squabbling

How sad to read another 
mean-spirited, exaggerated, 
vicious letter in the Record 
(July 23, “Collective Insanity”).

 No definitive information 
has been published by Planned 
Parenthood about what happens 
to aborted fetuses, but labeled 
as the “sale of aborted baby 
parts” it becomes inflammatory.

 The Confederate flag has 
many meanings attached to it, 
but identified “as hate speech” 
and symbolized as “collec-
tive white guilt.” it becomes 
inflammatory. As of this writing 
President Obama has ordered 
all American flags to be at half 
mast in memory and honor of 
those killed and injured in Chat-
tanooga, Tenn.

 As to “homosexual mar-
riage,” the laws of this country 
guarantee equality to all citzens. 
Our Founding Fathers went to 
every extreme to separate state 
and church.

 As a small community in this 
very diversified country, how 
much better to acknowledge 
and celebrate our differences, 
and address each other in civil 
and humane tones. At least, this 
way, we could have a conversa-
tion.

Nancy Reath,
Irvington

Seeking civilized
conversation

by Whitney Pipkin
Bay Journal News Service

Dragonflies, like most insects that appear 
aplenty in the summer, flourish where there’s 
plenty of water, sun and perches for resting their 
wings.

Unlike the season’s other crop of insects that bite 
or buzz in your eyes, dragonflies actually diminish 
summer’s worst pests—think mosquitoes, gnats, 
wasps and stinkbugs—by snacking on them.

Dragonfly enthusiasts prize the four-winged 
creatures for their beauty and 
rarity as much as their eating 
habits, and they say the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed 
is as good a place as any to 
become an enthusiast.

“If you’re a dragonfly 
geek, this is one of the best 
places in the country to be,” 
said Kevin Munroe, manager 
of Huntley Meadows Park 
in Northern Virginia and 
creator of DragonfliesNVA.
com.

“Some of the parks in this 
area may have some of the highest numbers of 
dragonfly species in the whole country.”

Munroe’s website reports that 83 species have 
been recorded in Northern Virginia. He’s counted 
25 different species in one day. They range from 
the region’s tiny little blue dragonlet, which mea-
sures 0.75 inches, to the comet darner and dragon-
hunter that measure about 3.5 inches long.

Dragonflies and their cousins damselflies are 
found throughout the mid-Atlantic, and local and 
state parks with water are prime places to look for 
them. The bay’s overall landscape, with marshes 
and shallow streams, provides ideal habitat for the 
predatory fliers that lay their eggs in the water.

The bay also boasts a high concentration of 
“dragonfly nuts” who lead surveys, mostly at 
parks, throughout the region.

Jim Waggener is one of them. He leads surveys 
with the Audubon Society of Northern Virginia 
every Friday from April to October, when drag-
onfly and butterfly populations are at their peak. 
Through surveys each year that cover the same 
regions, Waggener and other volunteers have 
developed a picture of which dragonflies frequent 
the area. They focus on relatively undeveloped 
portions of the watershed, he said, as a good indi-
cator of what the local wildlife might be like if the 
rest of the region was in a similar condition.

Since dragonflies are “solar-powered,” like but-

terflies, they don’t fly far unless their wings are 
warmed by the sun, the best bet for spotting them 
is a bright day. That means most surveys don’t start 
at the crack of dawn, because these insects don’t 
take to the air until the sun does.

Waggener said those who go looking are likely 
to see large numbers of dragonflies throughout 
the summer, and “some really frantic activity” in 
August and September.

A field guide will do the trick for identifying 
most of the dragonflies, and Munroe’s website 

has helpful guides for 
distinguishing them 
from damselflies, which 
have thinner bodies for 
starters.

When you see a drag-
onfly, you’re seeing “the 
last little blink of its life” 
which was otherwise 
spent mostly underwater 
as a grub, said Munroe. 
Dragonfly larvae can 
overwinter in the water 
for several years, breath-
ing with gills like a fish 

and eating other larvae. The adults only live and fly 
for a few summer months.

If you’ve ever seen a dragonfly hovering just 
over the water’s surface, she was probably laying 
eggs with the tiny tap of her abdomen. This comes 
after what can be a herculean exercise in mating.

“They do something called the wheel position,” 
Munroe explained.

This entails the female flying both backward 
and upside-down while she’s connected to the male 
for mating, coordinating their wing beats to fly in 
tandem.

“When Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers danced, 
she did everything backward in heels, and dragon-
flies are the same way,” said Munroe.

A dragonfly’s wings beat about 50 times per 

“bug eyes” dwarf those of other insects and allow 
them to see almost 360 degrees around their heads.

They’ve been known to fly across the ocean, 
having been spotted by sailors on boats near the 
midpoint.

Munroe said he uses all these facts to recruit 
new dragonfly enthusiasts both to the sport of spot-
ting and to the practice of conservation.

“I want dragonflies to be the ambassadors that 
get them excited about wetlands like the Chesa-
peake Bay,” he said.

Distributed by Bay Journal News Service

prefers shallow pools in or near a 
forest. Photo by Kevin Munroe   

Dragonflies: Winged wonders
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