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GREAT WICOMICO RIVER—Oyster reefs in the Great 
Wicomico River are making a comeback.

This comeback is the result of work by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and the Virginia Marine Resources Com-
mission (VMRC), who are this month restoring 12 acres of 
oyster reef in the river.

The goal is to build an oyster population that can main-
tain itself in the long term without intervention. The National 
Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration, Virginia 
Institute of Marine Science and the VMRC collaborated to 
establish guidelines for these “restored tributaries.” Accord-
ing to the Corps of Engineers, in the Great Wicomico there 
are 13 federal sanctuary reefs covering about 85 acres. It is 
illegal to harvest oysters from sanctuary reefs.

The Corps of Engineers has this year returned to restore 
reefs that either weren’t built high enough to sustain them-
selves or were damaged by poaching. These reefs were origi-
nally built in 2004, but some were built “low relief,” only 
about six inches high. The Corps of Engineers has since 
found that a reef must be “high relief,” or about 12 inches 
high, to sustain itself.

Susan Conner, Corps of Engineers chief of the environ-
mental analysis section and oyster program manager, said 
techniques for building reefs have improved since 2004.

“Previously when we built the reefs, we used water can-
nons that shot the shells over a really large area,” Conner said. 
Pointing to the GPS-guided claw crane which now lowers 
oyster shell into the river, she said “this is a much more 
specific type of construction. We’re able to drop the shells 
exactly where we want them.”

Meanwhile, the Virginia Marine Police have stepped up 
enforcement on poachers, running patrols at all hours of the 
day and night, employing undercover agents, and checking 
boats near protected reefs. According to First Sgt. Herbert 
Bell, there has been an increase in both police action and 
penalties for poaching—up to a five-year suspension of the 
oystering license, and up to a $10,000 civil penalty.

But, Bell said poaching still is a big problem in the Great 
Wicomico.

“We do get a lot of complaints,” Bell said. “As far as being 
successful and catching them every time you get a complaint, 
it’s not going to happen.”

The bottom of the Chesapeake Bay watershed has changed 
drastically since European colonists arrived in the area. Conner 
said the oyster population sank to less than 1% of its historical 
numbers.

“Now, there’s not really a consensus, but perhaps we might 
be back up to 2 or 3% of the historic population,” Conner said. 
“So we’re still really not making a big dent in getting to where 
we need to be to really make a significant difference with filter-
ing the water in the Chesapeake Bay, but to get to that point, 

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmar-
nock planning commission is consid-
ering new regulations on mobile food 
vendors like Terrie’s Place and Bar-
bara’s Hot Dog Cart.

The commission is acting on a 
request from vice mayor Rebecca 
Nunn, who said she is “concerned 
to keep the integrity of the Steptoe’s 
District.”

“What I’m concerned about mostly 
is trailers in town in the Steptoe’s 
District,” said Nunn. “Not for like a 
day, you know, like for the Christmas 
parade or something like that, but on a 
more or less permanent basis.”

There are only two restaurants on 
wheels in the Steptoe’s Overlay Dis-

The 80th annual Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department Fireman’s Festival 
will open at 7 p.m. Thursday, July 30, and continue through Saturday,  

August 8 (except Sunday), at the KVFD Carnival Grounds, 200 Waverly 
Avenue, Kilmarnock.

The carnival will feature rides, food, games, prizes and raffles. Carnival presi-
dent Johnny Smith recently announced a new swing ride and a new spinner ride.

The grand prize for the annual raffle is a 2015 Chevrolet Camaro LT V6 
coupe, said Smith. Tickets ($10 each) are available from KVFD members, at 
upcoming special events and at the carnival.

Pre-festival activities will include an “under the stars” concert from 6 to 
9 p.m. July 25 at the carnival grounds. The concert will feature Slapnation, 
known for Motown, beach music and disco.

The fee is $10 per person and patrons must be ages 21 or older. Hot dogs, 
hamburgers, soft drinks and adult beverages will be available for purchase. 
Proceeds will benefit the KVFD.

KVFD fundraising chairman Tom Jones urges folks to “put on their danc-
ing shoes” and enjoy the concert.

Raffle tickets will be available at the concert.

From left, Makayla, 4, and Jacob Gordon, 7, try a seat in the new 
spinner ride. They are the children of carnival and KFD volunteers 
Jennifer and Ryan Gordon of Kilmarnock. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Carnival to open July 30

NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission in 
Newport News will hold a public hear-
ing at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, July 28, on an 
application for a permit from Dominion 
Power to install new 15 KV transmis-
sion line pilings across the Rappahan-
nock River, 100 feet east of the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge between 
Topping and White Stone. 

The proposal calls for relocating two 
miles of power lines across the Rappa-
hannock on the new pilings. Dominion 
Power wants to replace and remove the 
existing seven wood structures currently 
in the water, and remove the 14 attach-
ments on the bridge.

The lines will be upgraded and placed 
on 11 new 120-to-190-foot-high steel 
structures with concrete foundations in 
the water. Project supervisor Wes Keck 
recently told the Middlesex board of 
supervisors Dominion Power wants to 
replace the aging infrastructure on the 
bridge that has been in place since 1962 
and has reached its “end-of-life.”

Keck noted the new line will increase 
reliability and operation efficiencies by 
upgrading and relocating the line. The 
rebuild also will upgrade the line to meet 

current standards, and the new clear-
ances will reduce vulnerabilities of an 
aging line, lessening the risk of outages.

“This transmission line provides criti-
cal electric power to the lower end of 
the Northern Neck peninsula, which 
includes 19,000 customers of Dominion 
Power and electric co-op customers,” 
said Keck.

Emily Davies of Urbanna has submit-
ted a formal objection to VMRC and has 
been asked to testify at the public hear-
ing on Tuesday. “My letter of objection 
is that this project will pose significant 
negative aesthetic impact on our beauti-
ful Rappahannock River. It’s going to be 
11 H-shaped metal towers, 190-feet tall, 
across the river.

“Also, I’m going to show them the 
little one inch by two inch legal notices 
in the Southside Sentinel and the Rap-
pahannock Record,” she said. “That’s 
the only way I knew about it. I think the 
transparency process needs some work.

“The power lines are under the water 
across the York River because the bridge 
has a draw,” said Davies. “They say it’s 
too expensive [to go underground across 
the Rappahannock] but it can be done. 
I just disagree with their findings. I 
feel they should put the lines under the 
water.”  

Public hearing on replacing 
aging power lines across 
Rappahannock is Tuesday

by Larry Chowning

Great Wicomico oyster 
reefs are ‘on a good path’

A Corman Marine Construction claw crane loaded with oyster shells splashes into the waters of the 
Great Wicomico.

Susan Conner, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers chief 
of the environmental analysis section and oyster 
program manager, explains the Corps’ goals in 
the Great Wicomico. Reefs in the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed have a long way to go, she said, but are 
“on a good path.”

by Renss Greene

Barbara Johns, who runs Barbara’s Hot Dog Cart, currently in front 
of Steptoe’s Store in downtown Kilmarnock, says she has been in 
Kilmarnock more than eight years.

Should Steptoe’s include mobile food vendors?
by Renss Greene

KILMARNOCK, continued on page A2

OYSTER REEFS, continued on page A2



InsideNews    July 23, 2015
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAA2 

Subscribe to the Record!

Name:_________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________

City:________________________________________ State:______ Zip:__________

Email: ____________________________  Phone: ____________________________

Credit Card No.: ________________________ Exp. Date: ___________________

Signature: ____________________________________________________________

❑ Payment enclosed     ❑ New  ❑ Renewal

❑ Bill me  ❑ Charge to

❑ $35.00 per year

For papers mailed to addresses 
in Lancaster, Northumberland, 

Richmond, Westmoreland 
and Middlesex counties:

❑ $27.00 newspaper only

❑ $39.00 paper & online versions

For papers mailed to other areas:
❑ $37.00 newspaper only  

❑ $49.00 paper & online versions 

Student subscription:
(9 months)

❑ $25.00  newspaper only    

❑ $34.00 paper & online versions 

Online (PDF) version only:

Order your subscription online at 
www.rrecord.com/pdf-sub.asp, or use this form:

Mail to: Rappahannock Record Circulation Dept.

Local news you won’t find anywhere else.

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.

Newsroom:
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor 

extension 25, Editor@RappRecord.com
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

extension 23, Lisa@RappRecord.com
Audrey Thomasson

extension 22, Audrey@RappRecord.com
Renss Greene

extension 28, Renss@RappRecord.com

Display Advertising:
Sara Amiss, Manager

extension 13, Sara@RappRecord.com
K.C. Troise

extension 19, KC@RappRecord.com
Marilyn Bryant

 extension 11, Marilyn@RappRecord.com
Troy Robertson

extension 15, Troy@RappRecord.com

Angie@RappRecord.com
or dial the main number: 435-1701

Production:
Wayne Smith, Manager 

extension 26, Wayne@RappRecord.com
Susan Simmons, Publications Manager
extension 18, Susan@RappRecord.com

extension 17, Sarah@RappRecord.com
Gloria Bosher 

extension 17, Gloria@RappRecord.com
Brenda Burtner 

extension 24

Publishing/Business:
Frederick A. Gaskins, President

extension 20, Fred@RappRecord.com
Bettie Lee Gaskins, Treasurer

extension 21, blgaskins@SSentinel.com
Kate Oliver, CPA, Business Manager

extension 21, Kate@RappRecord.com
Lindsay Bishoff, Accounts Manager
extension 14, Lindsay@RappRecord.com
Angie Garrett, Accounts Manager
extension 12, Angie@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions:
Anna Ticer, Circulation Manager
extension 16, Anna@RappRecord.com

Subscriptions (payable in advance): $27 per 
year in the Northern Neck and Middlesex 

Single copy: $.75.

appahannock

 ecordR USPS (455-600)

27 N. Main St., P.O. Box 400
 Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

804-435-1701 
Fax: 804-435-2632

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Managers

Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor

J.E. Currell, Publisher, 1927-1993

at Kilmarnock, Lancaster Co., VA

Periodicals Postage Paid at Kilmarnock, VA 

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
the Rappahannock Record, P.O. Box 400, 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482-0400

Member: Virginia Press Association

Printed on recycled paper.

All items submitted for publication are 
subject to inclusion in digital or other 

electronic formats for use in other 
Rappahannock Record products.

To reach members of the staff, dial the 
main phone number, 435-1701, and 

prompted, or use the e-mail address.

trict: Terrie’s Place, 90 North 
Main Street, and Barbara’s Hot 
Dog Cart at 49 North Main 
Street.

“I’d like to see them come up 
with a list of ordinances specifi-
cally for the Steptoe’s District, 
what can and cannot be there,” 
Nunn said, adding she would 
like to allow only “permanent 
structures.”

Barbara Johns, owner of the 
hot dog cart, said she has never 
had a problem in Kilmarnock in 
8 and a half years.

“I get along with everybody, 
and I’m not interfering with 
anybody, because nobody else 
wants to sell hot dogs,” said 
Johns.

Until this year, Johns ran her 
hot dog cart on a side street, but 
said she gets better foot traffic 
on Main Street. She said she 
has an agreement with Terry 
Bowen, owner of Steptoe’s 
Store, to run her food cart in 
front of his shop.

“They should have more than 
that anyway,” Johns said. “They 
should have trucks and all that.”

She squeaks out a living 
from the cart, she says, but just 
barely.

“I’m 70-some years old,” she 
said. “I’m not a kid anymore. It 
ain’t a whole lot of money being 
made nowhere.”

Terrie Alderks, owner of Ter-
rie’s Place, seems equally mys-
tified and surprised by the idea, 
and said she has never had any 
complaints.

“I’ve even had people say they 
were so happy, and it’s about 
time Virginia and Lancaster 

County got with the program, 
because concession stands and 
food trucks are everywhere,” 
said Alderks.

She has invested too much in 
plumbing and electricity at her 
current location to move now, 
said Alderks.

“I would never catch up and 
get out of debt if I had to keep 
moving,” Alderks said.

Alderks said she is disap-
pointed that anyone wouldn’t 
like her business, but that “you 
can’t make everybody happy.”

Kilmarnock planning and 
zoning director Marshall Sebra 
cautioned the commission that 
regulating mobile food estab-
lishments would require care-
ful wording, such as to define 
what distinguishes a food truck 
from a push cart, and to avoid 
prohibiting vendors at spe-
cial events like the Christmas 
Parade. Those vendors already 
have a separate permitting pro-
cess.

Currently, mobile food ven-
dors like Terrie’s Place or Bar-
bara’s Hot Dog Cart must obtain 
the same business license and 
restaurant permit and pay the 
same taxes as a permanent res-
taurant. They also fall under the 
same food safety rules.

Commission members had 
mixed reactions to the idea of 
imposing more regulations on 
mobile food vendors.

“What we’re concerned about 
is things in the Steptoe’s District 
that are not in keeping with the 
tone that we would like to have 
set for our visitors,” said com-
mission member Spike Nunn. 

“We have established, now 
we’re trying to maintain, the 
ambience of the business dis-
trict.”

“We should be protecting 
Steptoe’s,” agreed commission 
member Joan Gravatt.

Commission member Ann 
Towner asked whether the town 
knew of any positive or negative 
impacts of mobile food vendors 
on surrounding businesses. 
Sebra answered that he did not 
have any concrete information 
in either case.

“So it’s purely, purely an 
aesthetic thing,” Towner con-
cluded.

Commission chairman 
Lindsy Gardner said prohibit-
ing mobile food establishments 
in Steptoe’s would have a dras-
tic impact on places like Bar-
bara’s Hot Dog Cart.

“Where else in town would 
you be able to push a food 
cart and sell hot dogs, other 
than where the sidewalks are?” 
Gardner asked. “We would 
really essentially be making it 
very difficult for any food cart 
business.”

She added that she had not 
heard any complaints about 
either business.

“Most people that I’ve talked 
to think it’s awesome to have 
a local version of fast food, 
because we may not ever get 
another franchise fast food res-
taurant,” said Gardner.

The commission asked Sebra 
to do further research, and pres-
ent a review of his findings at 
the Monday, August 10, com-
mission meeting.

Kilmarnock planning commission
continued from page A1

Gerald Rogers, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, takes 
photos from a Corman Marine Construction crane 
spreading shell in the Great Wicomico River.

Oyster reefs
continued from page A2

management, explains the 
VMRC’s involvement with 
sanctuary reefs in the Great 
Wicomico. The VMRC 
provided shell mined from 
the James River, Wesson 
said.

we’re moving in the right direc-
tion.”

Cleaning the water is only one 
of the oyster’s many ecological 
benefits. Oyster shell also once 
provided a hard surface for the 
living things on river and bay 
bottoms—including an essential 
home for larval oysters, or spat.

“Originally, the Chesapeake 
Bay had a lot more hard substrate 
at the bottom,” Conner said. “As 
the oyster population has really 
plummeted to just a small per-
centage of what it originally was, 
there’s a lot more muddy areas 
than originally.”

The work is 25% funded by the 
VMRC, which mines and pro-
vides oyster shell from the James 
River to build the reefs.

“This is an important river 
for us,” said Jim Wesson with 
VMRC fisheries management. 
“We have about 100 acres of state 
bottom that we take care of for 
both producing seed oysters for 
moving to other areas, as well as 
harvest areas for market oysters. 
This is an important river for pri-
vate people.”

Wesson explained that spat 
tends to set more often in the 
Great Wicomico. This leads to 
greater numbers of oysters, but of 
smaller size individually. Oysters 
that start life in the Great Wic-
omico are taken to other places 
where they will grow larger.

The shell comes from a previ-
ous ice age about 10,000 years 
ago. Once in the reef, however, 
the shell doesn’t last forever.

“We always think about the 
oysters living, but the main thing 
that drives oyster success is shell,” 
Wesson said. “Believe it or not, 
those shells do disappear over 
time. They have about a four- or 
five-year half life.”

Because shell is so important 
for growing oysters, there is a 
busy market for shell in the com-
mercial oyster industry. For that 
reason, the Corps of Engineers 
is looking at other substrates for 
oyster reefs, including crushed 
granite and concrete.

“Everybody’s competing right 

now for shell, so it’s best for us 
not to be competing with them, 
because the private money grow-
ing oysters is really the future for 
oysters for people to eat,” Wesson 
said.

But once they’re in the water, 
these oyster reefs are not compe-
tition for private or commercial 
oyster reefs—they’re a boon. 
Spat from the sanctuary reefs not 
only reseeds those reefs but also 
finds its way onto other oyster 
reefs, increasing the oyster popu-
lation all around.

“Sanctuary reefs and harvest 
aquaculture are all very comple-
mentary to each other,” Conner 
said. “To really restore the oyster 
population in the Chesapeake 
Bay, we really need all of that.”

Corman Marine Construction, 
the Corps of Engineers contrac-
tor, is scheduled to work on the 
$2 million project in the Great 
Wicomico until July 29. 

According to Corps of Engi-
neers spokesman Patrick Blood-
good, the Corps of Engineers 
plans to construct over 20 acres of 
sanctuary reefs in the Piankatank 
River next summer in partnership 
with the VMRC and The Nature 
Conservancy.

KILMARNOCK—Kilmar-
nock has entered an $87,465 
contract with Land Planning 
and Design Group for engi-
neering and architectural 
services at the town park, 
reported streets, sidewalks and 
playground committee chair-
man Keith Butler at the town 
council meeting Monday.

This part of the project is 
expected to take three months, 
and will lead up to execution 
of construction documents, 
which is the point at which the 
town would hire a construc-
tion contractor.

Park engineering continues,
DEQ checks off on consent
order, town to install book boxes

by Renss Greene Michael Sutherland, chair-
man of the water and waste-
water committee, reported the 
Virginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality consid-
ers the town’s consent order 
completed. The consent order 
stems from a violation at the 
wastewater treatment plant 
last winter.

Extreme cold caused the 
town’s water treatment plant 
to discharge slightly more 
than the acceptable amount 
of ammonia in its effluent, he 
said. The consent order, which 
was developed cooperatively 
between the town and DEQ, 
ordered the town to pay a 

$5,513 charge and submit a 
corrective action plan to the 
DEQ.

Upon motion by vice mayor 
Rebecca Nunn, council voted 
unanimously, 6-0, to partner 
with St. Andrews Presby-
terian Church in the “Little 
Free Libraries” program to 
set up small book collections 
at the town hall, the play-
ground, and the town park. 
The church will build the 
miniature libraries, which are 
essentially boxes about the 
size of a birdhouse contain-
ing only a handful of books; 
the town will provide instal-
lation.
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SPOTSYLVANIA—The trial 
of James Todd Kessler for the 
murder of Claudine J. Gifford 
is scheduled to begin at 9 a.m. 
Tuesday, July 28, in Spotsylva-
nia County Circuit Court, 9115 
Courthouse Road, Spotsylvania. 

The change of venue was 
requested because Kessler’s 
attorneys said their client could 
not receive a fair trial in Lan-
caster.

Kessler, 54, is charged with 
first degree murder and conceal-
ment of a body.

Gifford, 43, was last seen 
leaving a bar with the defendant 
on July 6, 2014. Despite a wide 
scale search effort, her body has 
not been found.

The trial will begin with jury 
selection from residents of Spot-
sylvania. The trial is expected to 
last four days. 

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported charges seven 
against  individuals.
Felonies

Steven P. Tilley, 62, of either Semmes Avenue 
or Kennerly Road, both in Richmond, or the 4300 
block of Merry Point Road, was charged July 18 by 
Richmond City authorities for felony probation vio-
lation in a Lancaster County case.
Misdemeanors

A Mary Ball Road woman, 19, was charged July 
15 with contempt of court in a Gloucester County 
case.

A New South Road man, 34, was charged July 
16 with contempt of a Newport News court order.

A Farley Lane woman, 58, was charged July 17 
with unauthorized use of a motor vehicle.

A Mary Ball Road woman, 20, was charged July 
17 with contempt of court in a Richmond County 
case.

A Yorkshire Road woman, 24, was charged July 
17 with driving while her license was suspended/
revoked.

A Myway Lane man, 49, was charged July 18 
with driving under the influence.
Activity report

July 14: Staff responded to a trespass/civil com-
plaint in the 200 block of Rocky Neck Road; and 
attempted to locate a described PT Cruiser with an 
unrestrained child in the hatchback portion of the 
vehicle, last seen in the White Stone area.

July 15: Staff responded to a single-vehicle 
traffic crash in the 1000 block of Windmill Point 
Road, to an E911 disconnect call in the 300 block of 
Weems Road (telephone line problem),  to a noise 
violation complaint on Jeffery Avenue (loud music 
from a parked car; vehicle was gone on arrival), and 
to an E911 disconnect call on Brent Court (unable to 
determine the location of the call); received a walk-
in complaint of the unauthorized use of a vehicle 
(arrest reported on July 17), a speeding complaint 
from an Oak Hill Road resident (the event was 
reported 20 minutes after it happened according 
to the complainant), a walk-in complaint of sexual 
assault (no further information released in order 
to protect the victim and due to the nature of the 
investigation), an assault by threat complaint from 
a Fitchett Lane resident, and a walk-in complaint 
for a protective order (complainant was advised to 
file the complaint with Northumberland authorities 
because the incident happened in that county); and 
at the request of concerned citizens checked on the 
well-being of a resident in the 2300 block of Mos-
quito Point Road (deceased subject was found out-
side of the home; cause of death pending medical 
examiner’s report, due in approximately 4-6 weeks).

July 16: Staff received a credit card fraud report 
from a Levelgreen Road resident ($8,998 loss; iden-
tity theft involved), a complaint from a Farley Lane 
resident of destruction of property (complaint based 
on officers executing a search warrant to recover a 
vehicle from a locked outbuilding; related to unau-
thorized use of a vehicle report received on July 
15),  an attempted telephone fraud complaint from 
a Windmill Point Road resident (IRS tax scam; no 
financial or personal information was released), and 
a walk-in complaint of a domestic disturbance (com-
plainant recovered personal property and moved 
elsewhere); responded with Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a domestic disturbance on 
Roseneath Avenue (adult siblings involved in verbal 
dispute over personal property), and with Virginia 
State Police (VSP) to a single-vehicle traffic crash 
near Courthouse and Beanes roads (power utility ser-
vice was interrupted due to the crash). 

July 17: Staff received a complaint from a 
Kilmarnock area business of attempted telephone 
fraud (caller purported to be calling from Virginia 
Power and in order to avoid loss of electrical ser-
vice to go to Food Lion, reload existing or buy pre-
paid gift cards, and provide the card numbers for 
payment; the call originated from 855-505-3273); 
responded to a suspicious person complaint on 
Holly Haven Road (suspect purportedly working for 
a resident; the resident advised the person does not 
work for him or any family member), to repeated 
complaints of speeding on Oak Hill Road, to the 
300 block of Chesapeake Drive on a civil complaint 
involving recovery of personal property, to a two-
vehicle traffic crash, minor damages involved, near 

Mary Ball and White Chapel roads, and to a domes-
tic disturbance in the 1800 block of Morattico Road 
(argument over operation of a vehicle); and notified 
Northumberland authorities of a disorderly conduct 
complaint on Light Street; Verizon transferred all 
E911 calls to Northumberland County in order to 
make a service repair at Lancaster.

July 18: Staff responded with KPD to a fight 
call on Fox Hill Drive, with KPD to assist Northum-
berland authorities on a shots fired call in the area 
of Beanes Corner, to the local hospital on a report 
of an assault victim seeking medical care, and to 
a reported single-vehicle traffic crash on Black 
Stump Road (no damages involved); received a lar-
ceny report from the 100 block of Griffins Landing 
Road (Okuma fishing reel and rod, trolling wheel; 
$175 loss), and a walk-in complaint for a protective 
order (no order issued by the magistrate); checked 
on the well-being of a Mosquito Beach Lane resi-
dent at the request of a concerned citizen (no emer-
gency services needed), and on the well-being of a 
Mosquito Beach Lane resident at the request of the 
Department of Social Services (no emergency ser-
vices needed).

July 19: Staff checked on the well-being of 
separate Keep Safe program participants after 
prearranged telephone contact could not be made 
(telephone line problem in both instances); received 
a residential burglary report from Ottoman Ferry 
Road (entry made, no loss reported); notified 
Middlesex authorities of a fight call, man down, at 
the Stingray Point Marina; responded with KPD to 
attempt to intercept a reported reckless/drunk driver 
in the Kilmarnock area (vehicle was intercepted by 
KPD), with VSP to a single-vehicle traffic crash in 
the 3400 block of White Chapel Road; to a single-
vehicle traffic crash in the 2100 block of White 
Chapel Road, to a domestic disturbance (mother/
adult daughter) on Iberis Road, to a traffic complaint 
on Sandlin Drive, and with VSP to a shots fired call 
in the area of Gaskins and Greentown roads.

July 20: Staff received a reckless/aggressive 
driving complaint from a motorist in the Brookvale 
area (no officer in position to attempt to intercept), 
a walk-in report of fraud ($348 loss); responded to 
Dawson Lane on a civil complaint involving ash 
floating from a neighbor’s fire in the complainant’s 
pool and yard, to a domestic disturbance on Green-
wood Court, with KPD to a shoplifting complaint 
on Old Fairgrounds Way; and checked on the well-
being of a Keep Safe program participant after pre-
arranged telephone contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed).

July 21: Staff encountered a disoriented person 
who had wandered from home (subject’s family 
was contacted and the person was returned home 
unharmed).

Sheriff’s staff also responded to 11 traffic stops, 
issued seven summonses, assisted seven motorists, 
recorded two deer strike accidents, handled three 
calls for traffic control, investigated 10 building 
alarms, processed a mental health order, logged 
nine inmate transports, received 19 E911 hang up 
calls and fielded a call for animal control service.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a brush fire in the 900 block of Fleets 
Bay Road and to a fire alarm in the 400 block of 
South Main Street.

White Stone VFD responded to a fire/smoke 
alarm on Snowbird Lane.

Upper Lancaster VFD responded to a vehicle 
brake fire in the 5300 block of Mary Ball Road, 
a traffic crash in the 3400 block of White Chapel 
Road, and a traffic crash in the 2100 block of White 
Chapel Road.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins this week reported charges 
against three individuals.
Felonies

Daniel Lewis Stokes, 28, of Reedville was 
charged July 14 with carnal knowledge of a child 
without force, indecent liberties/propose sex act, 
and contributing to the delinquency of a minor.

Curt Dowdy, 40, of Farnham was charged July 15 
with obtaining money by false pretenses.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 55, was charged July 15 
with brandishing a firearm and possession of brass 
knuckles.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

RICHMOND—Conservation 
Police Officer (CPO) Cameron 
Dobyns has been named the 
National Association of Boating 
Law Administrators (NASBLA) 
Boating Officer of the Year for 
2014.

CPO Dobyns is an eight-year 
veteran of the Virginia Depart-
ment of Game and Inland Fish-
eries (DGIF) Law Enforcement 
Division. Assigned to Essex 
County, he routinely patrols the 
major rivers in his district and a 
portion of the Chesapeake Bay. 

CPO Dobyns is a certified 
Department of Criminal Justice 
Instructor, a certified NASBLA 
instructor, a Field Training Offi-
cer (FTO), and an instructor on 
the DGIF Boat Training Cadre, 
instructing both new recruits 
and veteran officers.

He is one of the lead instruc-
tors on the Boat Training Cadre, 
reported Lt. Scott Naff of the 
DGIF. He has contributed to the 
Division’s readiness in boating 
enforcement by assisting with 
the Region 1 training for the new 
seated field sobriety tests imple-
mented in 2014.  He instructed 
the Emergency Pursuit and Tac-

tical Maneuver Course as part of 
the Live Fire scenario training 
exercise. His instructor training 
evaluations during the year were 
exceptional. 

As a FTO and instructor, he 
assisted in preparing four new 
probationary officers assigned 
to Region I by successfully 
acclimating them to their first 
boat patrol experiences on the 
waterways of Virginia, contin-
ued Lt. Naff.

During 2014, Dobyns was 
the leader in his district’s rank-
ing in boat enforcement. With 
each inspection and contact with 
the public, he provides a boat-
ing safety message along with 
any enforcement action he may 
take to ensure that the public is 
aware and educated about boat-
ing safety, continued Lt. Naff.

CPO Dobyns provides a 
public service through his 
actions in assisting boaters in 
distress when necessary and did 
so on eight occasions throughout 
the year. One of these included 
the rescue of two individuals 
who were clinging to the side of 
an overturned sailboat.

He organized and set up two 

Kessler 
trial to 
begin 
Tuesday

by Audrey Thomasson

CPO Cameron Dobyns is named
2014 Boating Officer of the Year

■ Communication 
skills clinic

The Montross Tea Party will 
host a skills clinic on effec-
tive communications with 
elected officials from 6 to 8 
p.m. August 4. The clinic will 
be given by Melody Clarke at 
American Legion Hall, 14576 
Kings Highway, Montross.

There will be a free pot luck 
dinner. All are invited. Non-
members are urged to call Doc 
Dugan, 450-6030.

boating safety classes within his 
community and assisted others 
in the state with their programs. 
CPO Dobyns partnered with the 
U.S. Coast Guard in an effort to 
enhance the district’s on-water 
assignments and to supplement 
the shortage of personnel for 
the numerous boat patrols con-
ducted each year. 

During the past calendar year, 
CPO Dobyns received several 
commendations from rank-
ing law enforcement officials 
in other agencies in the district 
he is assigned. He was publicly 
recognized for his efforts in 
boating enforcement by Region 
I law enforcement manager 
Capt. M. Robinson, for his 
exceptional performance and 
competence. On more than one 
occasion Capt. Robinson was 
contacted directly by citizens 
who praised CPO Dobyns for 
his discretion, his pleasant and 
informative demeanor, and his 
exceptional representation of the 
Virginia Conservation Police. 

Officer Dobyns is a highly 
respected officer and leader in 
his district who is strongly com-
mitted to boating safety and 
education, said Lt. Naff. His 
standards and appearance are 
beyond reproach. He’s an excel-
lent choice to represent the Vir-
ginia Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries’ Law Enforce-
ment Division as the NASBLA 
Boating Officer of the Year for 
2014.
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80th FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL

TICKETS

JULY 30th - AUGUST 8th

(every night except Sunday)

Win This Car!!

Support the
KILMARNOCK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT’S

80 th ANNUAL FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL

DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT TO WIN

2015 CHEVROLET CAMARO

Provided by Northern Neck Chevrolet & Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Dept.

$10.00 TICKET DONATION
ONLY 5,500 TICKETS BEING SOLD!

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster planning commission on 
July 16 set a public hearing on 
proposed additions to the coun-
ty’s future land use map. The 
hearing will be held at 7 p.m. 
August 20.

The commission intends 
to update the map to include 
eight existing and four pro-
posed public use areas across 
the county. The existing spots 
include Westland Beach, the 
Windmill Point canoe/kayak 
launch site, the Greenvale Creek 
boat ramp, Belle Isle State Park, 
Hickory Hollow Nature Trail, 

Baylor Park Nature Trail, Ches-
apeake Nature Trail and Chilton 
Woods State Forest.

Proposed sites include the 
Windmill Point boat ramp and 
county-owned properties at 
Ashley Cove, Taylors Creek and 
Brookvale.

The commission also heard 
a report prepared by the North-
ern Neck Planning District 
Commission (NNPDC), which 
conducted a study of road end-
ings for possible conversion to 
public access sites. The study 
originally targeted 10 sites, but 
was reduced to focus on three 
sites due to the “complexity of 
the issue.”

The three roads under con-
sideration are Old Ferry Road 
(Route F-689), River Road 
(Route 354) and Beach Road 
(Route 639).

The NNPDC report con-
cludes that none of the three 
sites are suitable for a public 
access site, since all three roads 
end at private property.

“I’m not sure that this is all 
that disappointing,” said com-
mission member David Chupp. 
“First of all, he only did 30% of 
the sites that he started out to 
do, and I’m not even sure that 
10 were all of the possibilities. 
It seems to me that there are still 
possibilities to be explored.”Farming 101: Threshing Day 

John Jenkins operates a 1930s-era International Harvester binder, pulled by a late 
1940s International Harvester Super driven by Bill Tolson. The Northern Neck Farm 
Museum hosted Threshing Day on July 18, after it was rained out the previous week. 
Volunteers and farmers demonstrated new and antique engines and farm equipment, 
showing the changing business of farming in the Northern Neck over centuries. Photo 
by Renss Greene

Hearing set on update 
to county land use map

by Renss Greene

HEATHSVILLE—James R. 
“Doc” Lyons recently kicked 
off his election campaign for 
Northumberland County Sher-
iff with appearances at 4th of 
July parades and the placement 
of signs throughout Northum-
berland County.

Lyons served 26 years with 
the Virginia State Police. He 
currently holds the position of 
major, second in command, on 
the management team of the 
Northumberland County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Lyons was the chief medical 
technologist in the Department 
of Pathology at Twin County 
Community Hospital in Galax. 
He went on to serve as vice 
president of operations for the 
facility whose responsibilities 
included the budgeting for and 
the oversight of all hospital 
operations. This hands-on exec-
utive experience he brought 
with him when he decided to 
pursue a career in law enforce-
ment, said Lyons.

His first career assignment 
as a Virginia State Trooper was 
patrolling the Northern Neck 
area. For the remainder of his 
career, he continued to prepare 
for and was given more com-
plex responsibilities.

His first assignment after 
being promoted from patrol 
duty, was that of a special agent 
investigating narcotic viola-

tions, arson and other felonies. 
Lyons was then appointed to the 
violent crimes unit investigat-
ing homicide cases throughout 
Virginia. Lyons was the lead 
investigator at the Virginia Tech 
multi-death tragedy, he said.

He has been the liaison 
between the office of the chief 
medical examiner and the 
National Missing and Unidenti-
fied Persons System.

He is the recipient of two 
awards of merit for solving 
“cold cases” and bringing suc-
cessful prosecutions, continued 
Lyons. Both cases had been 
unsolved for nearly 20 years. 
One case was featured on the 
nationally viewed Discovery 
Channel.

Lyons is a graduate of the Vir-
ginia Forensic Science Acad-
emy. He became a Department 
of Criminal Justice Certified 
Instructor, and has presented 
numerous case studies to both 
in-state and out-of-state police 
agencies. Lyons has taught 
regularly at the Virginia State 
Police Academy.

Lyons and his wife, Patty, 
live in the Mallard Bay area of 
Northumberland County. They 
are both members of Northern 
Neck Baptist Church where 
Patty is active in the music min-
istry.

One of his goals, if elected 
sheriff, is to begin a citizens 

Lyons campaigns for election to 
Northumberland County Sheriff

COLONIAL BEACH—The Potomac River Crab Advi-
sory Committee will meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday, July 28, at the 
PRFC Office, 222 Taylor Street, Colonial Beach.

The agenda will include an update of the 2015 crab harvest, 
recap of the June 11 PRFC meeting, review of the 2014-15 fishery 
performance, a report of the Chesapeake Bay Stock Assessment, a 
discussion on the 2015-16 crab management responses, a discus-
sion on crab pot license transfers to family members and a preview 
of items for the September 10 PRFC meeting.

IRVINGTON—The town council will hold a special meeting 
Tuesday, July 28, to discuss the extension of the town sidewalk in 
front of the offices of Mt. Hope LLC and Select Properties. 

The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the Town Hall, 235 Steam-
boat Road, Irvington.

The sidewalk issue came up at the July 9 town council meeting, 
when a representative for Mt. Hope LLC told council the sidewalk 
would result in elimination of plantings and lighted signage they 
feel is an enhancement to the area. 

Council did not have a quorum present and, therefore, was 
unable to take any action on the issue.

NEWPORT NEWS—The Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will meet at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, July 28, at VMRC 
Headquarters, 2600 Washington Avenue, Newport News.

Habitat management applications are generally considered early 
on the agenda, followed by fisheries management items.

Habitat applications to be addressed on Tuesday will include a 
request from Virginia Electric and Power Company for authoriza-
tion to cross the Rappahannock River with a new 115kV trans-
mission line immediately downstream of the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge between Middlesex and Lancaster counties. 

The existing line will be removed from the bridge and the new 
line will be suspended on 10 new towers, with a fender system to 
be installed around the two new towers on either side of the navi-
gation channel. The project is protested by a citizen in Urbanna.  

Mr. B’s Oyster Company LLC seeks authorization to deploy 
a total of 512 commercial aquaculture floats in an 8,100-square-
foot area along the West Yeocomico River at Oyster Shell Point 
in Northumberland County. The project is protested by an upland 
property owner.

Among fisheries items, a public hearing is slated on a VMRC 
proposal to modify criteria for an exception to the two-year delay 
process for a Commercial Fisherman Registration License.

Staff also will request a hearing in August on proposals to estab-
lish the 2015-2016 public oyster harvest seasons and management 
measures that could include lower bushel limits.

The Agenda
Local Government News

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
heard a timeline for receiving 
Standards of Learning scores 
and other school accountabil-
ity reports at a brief meeting 
Monday, July 13.

Superintendent Dr. Rebecca 
Gates shared the memo from 
the Virginia Department of 
Education indicating SOL 
pass rates and federal annual 
measurable objectives will be 
officially released on Septem-
ber 15. However, preliminary 
division and school-level SOL 
pass rates are available at doe.
virginia.gov.

In other business, school 
board chair Dick Saxer and 
vice chair Betty Christopher 
were appointed delegate and 
alternate for the annual Vir-
ginia School Board Associa-
tion conference. The school 
board also renewed contracts 
with Northern Neck Head Start 
and the Department of Social 
Services.

Pack The Bus, a program 
to gather school supplies for 
needy students, will be held 
August 8 at the Dollar General 
store in Callao.

academy so the public will have 
a better understanding of the 
working of law enforcement in 
the county and to be a part of 
the department when their skills 
are needed, said Lyons. He also 
believes that a Law Enforcement 
Explorer Program would give 
the young people of the area the 
real view of a law enforcement 
agency, not just what is seen on 
television, he added.

School board
receives 2015 
SOL timeline

by Renss Greene
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Two members of the Northern Neck 
Master Gardener group, Diane Kean and 

Sandy Sperry, recently qualified as Tree 
Stewards at the 28th annual Master Gar-
dener College at VA Tech in Blacksburg. 

The gathering of Master Gardeners from 
all over the state offered the opportunity to 
take the advanced Tree Steward training, 
reported communications chairman Cathie 
Ward. Kean and Sperry are now qualified 
and will be using their expertise on issues 
related to tree selection and care to serve 
the community. 

Kean, the current president of the North-
ern Neck Master Gardeners, plans to use the 
knowledge gained through the Tree Steward 
training to assist the Shoreline Evalua-
tion Program in providing advice on issues 
related to tree care, said Ward. 

Many waterfront property owners have 
forested banks, and the stability, size and 
density of trees is a frequent cause of con-
cern, said Ward. While Shoreline team 
members will always recommend that a 
certif ied arborist be consulted when large, 

mature trees are concerned, many common 
questions relate to younger growth and 
pruning strategies that can be safely han-
dled by a homeowner.

Kean and Sperry also are working on a 
presentation for the public on general tree 
health and management.

KILMARNOCK—Kilmar-
nock Garden Club commu-
nity beautification chairman 
Olga Speck and members of 
the club gathered last week to 
present the first ever “Garden 
of the Month” to Charlotte 
Swaffin of Irvington Road in 
Kilmarnock.

This new endeavor by the 
Kilmarnock Garden Club is 
to show the club’s apprecia-
tion and to encourage com-
munity beautification through 
horticulture in the town limits 
of Kilmarnock.

Beginning with July’s 
“Garden of the Month” selec-
tion and continuing until 

October, 2015, the Kilmar-
nock Garden Club will select 
home gardens which exem-
plify “Community Beautifi-
cation,” reported committee 
member Genny Chase.

Swaffin retired after 44 
years as a teacher and librar-
ian in Lancaster County and 
now has a little more time to 
spend with her garden, which 
she stated is her “passion.”  

Along with the help of her 
grandchildren, especially her 
grandson, Eli Pittman, she has 
enlarged her gardens this past 
year, explained Chase. Pitt-
man and his team participated 
in the All-Star baseball games 

recently and Charlotte said 
she would purchase a new 
plant for every baseball game 
Eli’s team won—she now has 
four new perennials in her 
garden.

The Kilmarnock Garden 
Club is looking forward to 
continuing the spirit of com-
munity involvement which 
began with the club over 47 
years ago, said Chase.

The club meets at 1 p.m. 
on third Tuesdays, March 
through December, at Kilmar-
nock Baptist Church, 65 
East Church Street, Kilmar-
nock. Contact the club at 580-
4833.

BLACKSBURG—Every 
year Virginia Cooperative 
Extension recognizes Master 
Gardener volunteers who have 
achieved certain milestones of 
contributed hours to the Com-
monwealth.

This year 19 members of the 
Northern Neck Master Gar-
dener association received cer-
tificates and pins acknowledg-
ing their accumulated hours, 
reported communications chair-
man Cathie Ward. Several of 
them were present at the awards 
ceremony at Virginia Tech’s 
Master Gardener College in 
June. 

The career hours for those 
19 volunteers receiving awards 
this year is over 29,000, or the 
equivalent of a year of 14 full-
time paid positions valued at 
$670,000. 

Among the awards, Judy Earle 
and Diane Hagler were rec-
ognized for 1,000 hours; Ruth 
Huber, Diane Kean and Janice 
Mahoney, 2,000 hours; Scottie 
Watson, 3,000 hours; and Anne 

Olga Speck.

Club selects ‘Garden of the Month’

Master Gardeners earn service awards

From left are Scootie Watson, Susan Lindsey, Tami 
McCauley, Diane Keane and Sandy Sperry.

Olsen and Susan Lindsey, 5,000 
hours.

Olsen is well-known to gar-
deners throughout the Northern 
Neck as a knowledgeable and 
engaging speaker on horticultural 
issues who brings a wealth of 
experience to her presentations, 
said Ward. She chairs the Just 
Gardens tour, which will return 
in May 2016 offering another 
opportunity to support The 
Haven while exploring delightful 
gardens in Lancaster County.

Many residents are familiar 
with Olsen’s beautiful garden on 
Barrett Creek, which highlights 
a range of native plants, added 
Ward.

Lindsey chairs the Shoreline 
Evaluation Program, and is a 
frequent speaker on shoreline 
issues, said Ward. She will 
be one of the presenters for a 
program on August 28 at the 
Heathsville Library on “Shore-
line Plants for Beach and 
Bank.” 

Sperry and Kean qualify as Tree Stewards

From left are Sandy Sperry and Diane 
Kean.



CommunityForum July 23, 2015
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VA A6

 
Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

A wide range of aspects come to mind 
when speaking of E.W. Haynie, who 

died earlier this month at the age of 93. 
Most people knew him as the person to 
whom they turned in times of loss, entrust-
ing the remains and services of deceased 
family members to his care for conducting 
final obsequies. 

In that regard he was “always there,” ever 
ready to provide his professional services, 
but more importantly to offer his sympathy 
and kindness in times of distress. E.W. may 
have made his living in the funeral business, 
but he made his reputation as a devoted and 
caring friend to everyone he encountered. 

During the Second World War, he had 
an illustrious military career, but he left to 
others descriptions of his brave deeds. He 
was more interested in the present, more 
concerned about conditions here and now, 
more anxious to know how he could be help-
ful in areas yet to unfold. 

Before the dawning of the age of EMTs 
and rescue squads, when funeral homes 
provided transportation for the critically 

ill, E.W. drove innumerable people in seri-
ous medical conditions to hospitals in Rich-
mond and the Tidewater area. In times of 
crisis, he conveyed calmness and serenity to 
those affected. He was the uniform picture 
of composure; perhaps having lived through 
the harrowing experiences of wartime, for 
him those moments of tension in later life 
paled in comparison. 

For many of his friends, one of E.W.’s 
greatest gifts was his sense of humor. He 
thrived on a good story or a joke, the latter 

of which often was a pun on himself. When-
ever I introduced him to a new person, I 
referenced the traditional undertaker com-
ment that he “would be the last person ever 
to let you down.” Every time E.W. laughed 
as if he had never heard it. When he retired 
in 2000, I told him that the joke would no 
longer have the double entendre meaning, as 
I knew he always would continue to be of 
service whenever anyone was in need.

Only as one might have suspected, my 
words were accurate. He converted his new 
free time into a wide variety of charitable 
activities, most notably volunteering at the 
Free Health Clinic. He was enthusiastic 
about helping people to be better, doing his 
part, in any circumstance, to lift burdens 
from others’ shoulders. Whether in wartime, 
in his professional career, or in, what I must 
put in quotations when speaking of him, 
“retirement,” E.W. was one who counted. 

In the process of his life unfolding, E.W. 
enjoyed every stage. He was an accomplished 
golfer and skier. In recent years whenever 
he told me he was going skiing, I refrained 

from showing my amazement that a person 
of his age still could handle the slopes as 
if he were a half-century younger. He kept 
himself in truly impressive shape physically, 
and thrived on athletic challenges, which I 
am sure contributed to his longevity.

E.W. was an extremely open person, read-
ily sharing his thoughts and views with his 
friends. Shortly after his first wife, Sue, 
received a diagnosis of a terminal medical 
condition, he called to me in the grocery 
store to relate the news, saying he knew I 
would want to be aware of their situation. On 
that occasion, and until she died, he spoke of 
her progress with acceptance and resolution, 
demonstrating that in any circumstance, he 
was determined to handle that which God 
had given him.

Although E.W. spent much of his life “let-
ting people down,” one only can use that 
term in the context of his career, for in all 
other facets of the near-century that he lived, 
he “never let anyone down.”

Emory William Haynie, Jr., October 24, 
1921 – July 10, 2015. R.I.P.

Whenever I introduced him to 
a new person, I referenced the 
traditional undertaker com-
ment that he “would be the last 
person ever to let you down.” 
Every time E.W. laughed as if 
he had never heard it.

Focal Point

Photo by Ken Knull

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

A “Planned Parenthood” 
senior administrator was 
caught on tape discussing 
how they manage the sale 
of aborted baby parts. The 
head of Planned Parenthood 
was forced to apologize for 
her subordinate’s “tone.” Her 
tone? Slaughtering beauti-
ful little bodies made in the 
image of God for big bucks 
should provoke national out-
rage. This is a felony. Yet an 
apology for “her tone” has, 
seemingly, sufficed.

In another example of col-
lective national insanity, the 
Confederate flag has been 
identified as hate speech due 
to the collective ignorance of 
Americans. Wildly apologiz-
ing for collective ‘white guilt,’ 
members of the South Caro-
lina legislature demanded 
the removal of the Confeder-
ate flag. The success of this 
petulant, irrational, temper 
tantrum set into motion peti-
tions and other demands to 
sandblast Confederate heroes 
off of monuments and remove 
the fallen remains of the Con-
federate dead from cemeter-
ies across the South.

 The 10th Amendment 
was/is the guarantor of state 
sovereignty. It was meant to 
prevent the accumulation of 
overwhelming, uncontestable, 
centralized power that we are 
subjugated under today, by 
retaining the individual right 
of self determination to the 
people and the states. That 
is what the civil war and the 
Confederate flag was about. 

Collective
insanity

Ending slavery didn’t make 
Lincoln’s top 10 reasons, 
though we can unreservedly 
affirm the joy of its demise.

Christian businesses con-
tinue to be persecuted and 
prosecuted for not partici-
pating in, nay, celebrating 
homosexual ‘marriage,’ in 
direct violation of everyone’s 
right to freedom of religion, 
conscience, and association. 
When ‘tolerance’ is no longer 
a two-way street it’s called 
fascism, especially when 
there’s a gun to your head.

On the very day of the 
Chattanooga Muslim terror-
ist attack killing five Marines, 
Obama made no comment, 
but did salute the Muslim 
community on its last day of 
Ramadan while the Empire 
State building was lit up in 
Islamic Green.

 

I was extremely happy when 
I read three letters to the editor 
in the July 16 issue: “Expand-
ing Agendas,” “Stick to the 
Science” and “More Science 
less Politics.” The authors 
wrote with common sense, 
facts and no political agenda. 
There has been so much else 
said and printed based on mis-
information and emotion that 
it is easy to become confused 
about an issue that affects us 
all.

Now it is time to defund 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency. I firmly believe this 
agency has lost sight of the 
original purpose for which it 

Climate sense

exists.
It is inarguable that all 

of us want to live in a safe, 
habitable, and friendly envi-
ronment. We should strive 
to be excellent shepherds 
of the earth given us by the 
Almighty.

In recent decades, actions 
of the EPA have been increas-
ingly driven by radical envi-
ronmentalists, big government 
and a political agenda that 
has as its goals control of the 
population and confiscation 
of money for distribution to 
social programs and “friends” 
of politicians. Several of their 
drastic actions have put the 
lives and livelihood of hun-
dreds of thousands of our citi-
zens in jeopardy just to save 
an insignificant minnow, bird 
or other creature. 

Don’t get me wrong, I 
love all creatures of God, but 
Mother Nature has a way of 
losing species and finding 
new ones every day.

The EPA has turned a rain 
puddle on private property or 
a drainage ditch into a govern-
ment controlled “waterway.”  

These are just a few of 
many examples of the abuse 
of power and gross overreach 
exercised by the EPA. What 
sense does that make?  

Have you noticed that mass 
killings occur in churches, 
schools and gun-free military 
areas, but not at gun shows or 
police stations? Wonder why?

North

Gun controls ?

YOUR LETTERS

The president continues his 
denial of radical Islam terror-
ists. The murder of five mem-
bers of the military and the 
injuring of four others in Chat-
tanooga is an act of terrorism 
that the president calls “a lone 
gunman attack.” How disin-
genuous. 

ISIS calls for such acts, the 
perpetrator is a Muslim and his 
post on the internet calls for 
action. Instead of terrorism, 
the president calls it “a lone 
gunman attack.” This president 
shares some responsible for 
the rise of ISIS and denies it. 
He called them minor league 
which was true before he failed 
to take appropriate action. This 
president has put our country 
in a dangerous position and 
now denies any responsibility 
and denies acts of terrorism as 
such.

This president uses divi-
sive language in describing 
America. He uses law enforce-
ment issues to divide races; he 
uses rich against poor, gays 
against straights, right to life 
against abortion rights, ille-
gal immigrants against those 
who believe differently. He 
describes anyone who has a 
different opinion with hateful 
language.

A true leader would be talk-
ing about the greatness of this 
country and about the oppor-
tunities afforded everyone in 
this country. But he acts as a 
community organizer. When 
it comes to anything concern-
ing race issues this president is 
fully involved. When it comes 
to threats to our society as a 
whole, he is in denial or worse. 
Differences in opinion are 
appropriate but a real leader 
would tone down rhetoric. To 
the vulnerable in society, hate-
ful and divisive language gives 
credence to the radical lan-
guage by terrorist groups.

Calling terrorist acts “work 
place violence” and “lone 
gunman attacks” are political 
speak denying responsibility 
for failed policies. We need 
leaders that will stand against 
radical Islam with truth.

God bless the families of 
those who lost their lives in this 
terrorist attack.

Al Hall, 
Reedville

A terrorist attack
by any other name

Last week another writer 
talking about “Expanding 
agendas” misconstrued what 
I assume were my earlier 
letters. He stated: “In my 
view, it is crystal clear that 
the real progressive agenda 
behind the carbon tax is both 
government expansion and 
additional income redistribu-
tion.”

He had also quoted “Lumi-
naries on the left” to build 
his case. His characteriza-
tions of Gov. Jerry Brown, 
Larry Summers and Sen. 
Schumer were probably cor-
rect in their desire to use any 
revenues from a carbon tax 
for “general purposes.” 

A different agenda

This is not what I have 
been proposing.

The California carbon tax 
is a fee on gasoline whole-
salers as part of a cap and 
trade system signed into law 
in 2006 by a Republican gov-
ernor. In general, cap and 
trade systems are subject to 
much mischief. The “carbon 
fee and dividend” alterna-
tive I keep espousing puts 
an annual increasing fee on 
the amount of carbon emis-
sions that would result from 
the extraction or pumping or 
import of coal, natural gas 
or oil, and all the revenues, 
100%, returned to house-
holds. 

It is revenue-neutral and 
meets conservative Republi-
can criteria. This is working 
in British Columbia. This 
approach is supported by 
Republicans George Shultz 
and Henry Paulson, Greg 
Mankiw, Douglas Holtz-
Eakin, and former Republi-
can Congressmen Bob Inglis 
and Phil Sharp. 

The key is that the rev-
enues must be returned to 
households (or a small per-
centage used to offset certain 
corporate taxes) and there 
would be net positive ben-
efits for jobs, the economy 
and the environment.

Unfortunately, if we keep 
on with business as usual 
with our increasing global 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
our descendants will be 
trying to live in an increas-
ingly hostile world. By mid-
century the economy and 
standards of living of most 
Americans as well as the rest 
of the world will be seriously 
impacted by the various 
effects of climate change.

Heathsville

Hearts can just short-circuit 
and stop. We can restart them, 
but probably not without an 
AED machine handy.

The Save Lives Lan-
caster group is placing AEDs 
throughout Lancaster County. 
Even better, they will help us 
to learn to use these devices.

“Automated External Defi-
brillator” is what the acronym 
AED stands for. “E” – think 
electrical. Hearts are pumps 
that circulate blood (plumbing) 
but they are triggered by pulses 
(electrical).

Cardiac arrest results when 
the electrical pulses short out, 
little or no warning, and cut 
off blood to the brain. By con-
trast, heart attacks result from 
plumbing problems where you 
may see or feel warning signs.

AEDs can restart the flow 
of blood to the brain. Every 
minute counts. First call 911, 
but do not wait to act. Deploy 
that AED.

I know not how to use an 
AED, yet. But they will teach 
us to use them. 

Be prepared 
with AED 
and instruction

I’m not the only one who finds 
all those candidate signs annoy-
ing this early in the campaign.

Sarah Johnson expressed her 
dislike for the recent addition 
to the landscape litter Monday 
night to the Kilmarnock Town 
Council.

“I’m Sarah Johnson, I live here 
in Kilmarnock, and I’ve lived 
here in Kilmarnock almost 33 
years in the same place. This is 
the first time I have complained, 
because I am not a complainer. I 
hate to complain, but I see things 
happening that I don’t like, and 
so I said okay, then don’t just 
complain, go do something about 
it. So I’m here to do something 
about it,” she said.

“I know I’m going to step on 
people’s toes tonight, and I hate 
stepping on people’s toes. And 
I’ll try do to it easily, and I’ll 
try to be brief, because it’s hot 
in here and I think some of you 
might leave a little hotter after 
hearing what I have to say. My 
concern is the signs of the people 
who are running for office are 
coming up already, and I think 
that is perfectly absurd,” said 
Johnson.

Keep in mind, the election is 
not until November 3.

“Well, some of these signs 
went up in June, and that is 
ridiculous,” continued Johnson. 
“They often have signs, in a 50 
foot place, four signs for the 
same person. Well, that’s stupid 
too!”

“The signs are not pretty, and 
they obliterate the landscape,” 
she said.

“I wish the people running for 
office would have a little bit more 
consideration for the public, 
because I know I don’t like them, 
and I know there are an awful lot 
of people that feel like me that 
don’t like them,” said Johnson.

I couldn’t have said it better 
myself. The signs are a blight.

However, there’s not much the 
town can do about it, as long as 
they are on private property.

According to the Code of Vir-
ginia, no locality shall have the 
authority to prohibit the display 
of political campaign signs on 
private property if the signs are 
in compliance with zoning and 
right-of-way restrictions appli-
cable to temporary nonpolitical 
signs, if the signs have been 
posted with the permission of the 
owner. 

The Virginia Department of 
Transportation generally doesn’t 
allow signs within the right-of-
way. In fact, the Code of Virginia 
prohibits signs and advertise-
ments within the limits of the 
highway right-of-way. VDOT is 
authorized to remove any sign 
that is in violation of state code, 
especially if it interferes with 
roadside maintenance or presents 
a safety hazard. VDOT also can 
levy a $100 civil penalty for each 
sign violation.

Although yard signs may or 
may not gain votes, they certainly 
become less effective after such 
long-term exposure.

Newspaper advertising is a 
much better choice.
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Candidate for Sheriff
Investigator 

Joan Norris Kent
Will speak at

Claybrook Baptist Church, Weems

Investigator Kent is a veteran of law en-
forcement who has served our commu-
nity for over 32 years. She is running in 
the 2015 November General Election 
for Sheriff and cordially invites the 
public to come out and get to know her 
and hear her viewpoints on ensuring 
that the Lancaster Sheriff’s Office will be 

the progressive and effective department citizens can 
be proud of. 

Together “We” can make a difference
Paid for and authorized by 

Friends of Joan Kent for Lancaster County Sheriff

JoanKentForSheriff.com

Announcement 
 FY2016 SIGNUP DATES 

  

VA Agricultural Best Management Practices 
COST-SHARE PROGRAM

Monday, July 13 – Friday, August 14

For information, or to schedule your appointment,
PLEASE CONTACT: 

5559 Richmond Road
Warsaw, VA 22572
804 313-9102, ext 101

Let’s talk about...

You still love a road trip. But traveling all over the area for 

medical care is not your idea of fun. So we’ve placed our 

primary care offices throughout the area, making them 

convenient to reach in a matter of minutes.  

Care designed around you is what Your Personal Health 

Team is all about. It starts with finding out your priorities, 

then building a relationship that lasts.

 

So snap that seatbelt and get rolling.  

Appointments available now.  
Just call 888-550-2865. 

 

Visit riversideonline.com/chooseus

or text CHOOSEUS to 78234

Do you Remember?

Thucydides wrote the Pelo-
ponnesian Wars to document 
how quickly the democracy of 
Athens was lost. I hope some-
one in America is taking notes 
now to record how we lost the 
Republic and the Constitution.

 Our Constitution is the con-
tract written by the states for 
common governance. We con-
sent to be governed but have 
restricted what government can 
do. We hold all the rights; no 
government grants them. 

Two recent Supreme Court 
decisions should be the first 
chapter for the new Thucydides. 
The Obergefell case and the 
Obamacare challenge stand the 
Constitution on its head.

In the Obamacare decision, 
plain language in the law was 
ignored and some meandering 
intent was conjured. The jus-
tices also ignored the intent of 
the law’s writers and summoned 
forth the exact opposite con-
clusion. The writer’s original 
goal of inducing state health 
exchanges failed. The Court 
fixed it for them. When a law 
can be rewritten by the courts, 
there is neither written law nor 
Constitution.

The Obergefell case is even 
worse. Laws are the bricks in 
the foundation of a country, but 
customs comprise the mortar.  
Marriage customs, like paren-
tal rights, are pre-political and 
embody fundamental natural 
rights.

Justice Kennedy’s statement 
that the Constitution “promises 
the liberty to express our iden-
tity” is sophomoric and deadly. 
The Court’s decision makes 
marriage a state dispensed 
right. Created by government 
fiat, this federal custom has the 
force of law. Honor and obey is 
back in the marriage vows with 
a vengeance. You will obey the 
state.

The Constitution has gone 
from a list of restraints on the 
federal government to become 
the source of our rights which 
can be doled out to those in 
favor. With all three govern-
ment branches equal, what has 
allowed the court to metastasize 
like this?

Potomac wars

The Lancaster County Dem-
ocratic Committee (LCDC) 
will meet Monday, July 27, 
at the Lancaster Community 
Library, 235 School Street, 
Kilmarnock. The meeting will 
open at 6:30 p.m. for a short 
social.  At 7 p.m., the formal 
program will include business 
essentials, planning for a Sep-
tember 7 Labor Day Picnic, 
and a discussion of the com-
mittee’s role in the upcoming 
election.   

Rappahannock Commu-
nity College dean of student 
development David Keel 
will present “More Than 
Meets the Eye,” highlight-
ing the growing importance 
of RCC in helping provide 
affordable, easily accessible 
education for the Northern 
Neck and Middle Peninsula 
region, reported chairman 
Bob Prescott. The Guaranteed 
Admissions Agreement pro-
gram which allows students 
to easily transfer to more than 
30 public and private colleges 

RCC dean of student development 
will speak to Lancaster Democrats

The U.S. Senate has unani-
mously approved bipartisan leg-
islation to help older Americans 
live longer with independence 
and dignity in their communities.

The reauthorization of the 
Older Americans Act (OAA), 
co-sponsored by Sen. Mark R. 
Warner and Sen. Tim Kaine, pro-
vides vital programs and services 
for nearly 12 million low-income 
seniors, including nutrition pro-
grams like Meals-on-Wheels, 
preventive health services, trans-
portation assistance, part-time 
community service and employ-
ment training, and protection 
from abuse and financial exploi-
tation.

“The Older Americans Act 
provides critical support for 
thousands of Virginia seniors,” 
said Sen. Warner. “I’m pleased 
that the Senate has voted to 
help older Americans stay out 
of expensive nursing homes 
and live longer with indepen-
dence and dignity in their own 

homes and communities.”
 “This week marked the 50th 

anniversary of the Older Ameri-
cans Act and I’m glad that the 
Senate unanimously passed a 
reauthorization of this critical 
bill,” said Sen. Kaine, a member 
of the Senate’s Special Commit-
tee on Aging. “This reauthoriza-
tion will improve the quality of 
life for thousands of Virginia’s 
seniors through programs that 
provide social and nutrition ser-
vices, family caregiver support, 
and programs to combat elder 
abuse.”

July 14 marked the 50th anni-
versary of the signing of the Older 
Americans Act by President 
Lyndon Johnson. Since it was 
enacted into law in 1965, millions 
of vulnerable older Americans 
have relied on the services pro-
vided by the OAA for their health 
and economic security. 

The OAA authorizes a vari-
ety of senior service programs 
through a national network of 

Senate passes measure
reauthorizing the OAA

YOUR
LETTERS

more than 50 state agencies on 
aging, 629 area agencies on 
aging, nearly 20,000 service 
providers, and hundreds of tribal 
organizations. The OAA was 
most recently renewed in 2006 
and has been due for reauthoriza-
tion since 2011.

 The bill approved by the 
Senate on Thursday was endorsed 
by nearly 100 national organi-
zations, including the National 
Council on Aging, Meals on 
Wheels America,  AARP and 
the National Association of Area 
Agencies on Aging.

in Virginia will be discussed.
Keel joined the RCC staff 

in 2012. He has a doctorate in 
counselor education from the 
College of William and Mary. 
He is a licensed professional 
counselor (LPC) in the state 
of Virginia, as well as being a 
nationally certified counselor 
(NCC). He has broad expe-
rience in the field of higher 
education including clinical 
service delivery, teaching and 
administrative experience, 
and more than a decade of 
alcohol education experience 
with collegiate audiences. 

The meeting is open to 
all. Snacks will be provided.

Reach thousands!
435-1701

rrecord.com

Locust Hill 
Commerce Center

1757 Healys Road - Locust Hill, Virginia - 804-824-4747

How can your business rent office or warehouse space?

Features:
Warehouse space for rent (30x55)

1,600 sq. ft. total Office/Warehouse space

Warehouse/bay with 10x12’ roll-up door • 20’ ceilings

Private restroom in each unit  7.6 X 7.6

Separate office area

Large shared parking available, up to 6 spaces per unit 

Internet hookup in each office • 24 Hour access available

Air conditioned office

Tenant responsible for electric, phone and internet
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Beer festival offers a
cold taste on a hot day

From left, volunteers Barrett Wright, Betty Martin and 
Billie Barnes pour refreshing beverages to combat the 
hot weather July 18 at the Raise the Roof craft beer 
festival at Christ Church in Weems. 

Crowd pleasers

“Dancing with the Northern Neck Stars.” Roznowski and Kenski danced in honor of 
Hospice of Virginia and were sponsored by Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield. The event 
was held July 18 by the Northern Neck Rotary Club at the Boys and Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck in Kilmarnock. Photo by Renss Greene

From left, Charlie Ridout, Dennis Peterson, Karen 
Peterson and Sarita Lentz enjoy a taste of beer. Festival 

landmark.  Photos by Renss Greene

RICHMOND—Thanks to a $3,000 grant from 
the River Counties Community Foundation, an 
affiliate of The Community Foundation Serving 
Richmond & Central Virginia, Great Aspirations 
Scholarship Program Inc. (GRASP), a college 
access organization, can continue its financial aid 
services to students at Lancaster and Northumber-
land high schools.

Funding for this grant came specifically from 
the Pim Montgomery Charitable Fund of the River 
Counties Community Foundation.

“GRASP is delighted with the support pro-
vided by the River Counties Community Foun-
dation, as we just completed our first year serv-

ing the two schools that will benefit from this 
grant,” said GRASP chief executive officer Betty 
Heggie. “This funding helps ensure that students 
at Lancaster and Northumberland high schools 
will continue to receive the financial aid advising 
that helps them embark on their postsecondary 
education paths.”

GRASP implements its services through advi-
sors who provide free, confidential, one-on-one 
counseling to students seeking financial aid and 
scholarships for continuing education after high 
school—whether that is technical school, com-
munity college or a four-year university.

GRASP advisors now serve students and fami-

GRASP receives River Counties Community Foundation grant
lies in 76 Virginia schools, from the greater Rich-
mond area to Highland County in the west, Lan-
caster County in the east and Sussex County in 
the south. The highly trained GRASP advisors are 
adept at navigating the maze of the college and post-
secondary education financial aid process. They 
also have a passion for helping today’s youth grasp 
infinite opportunities.

During the 2014-15 academic year, GRASP 
advisors met with more than 100 students individu-
ally at Lancaster and Northumberland high schools, 

helping them with a game plan for education after 
high school. Additionally, GRASP awarded three 
Last Dollar scholarships totaling $3,000 to students 
at those schools, providing additional financial 
assistance toward their educational goals.

GRASP was co-founded in 1983 by Sen. Walter 
Stosch, a Richmond County native, and Dr. Ray 
Gargiulo. GRASP advisors work one day per week 
at each school. Appointments, which are free of 
charge, can be made through the schools’ counsel-
ing offices.  

Because You Are Polite. . . Let’s Talk Manners
by Ginger Philbrick 

This question is about 
the very personal area of 
body odor.  What can I 
do when a visitor to my 
home takes off her shoes 
and the smell is over-
whelmingly bad?  I don’t 
want to be inhospitable, 
but really…..

B.B., Visitor to White 
Stone

Dear B.B.,
In this era of wild and wonder-

ful shoes, we need often to tame 
the odor produced in them by 
bacteria from well-meaning, but 
bacteria-laden, feet. 

If one wishes to be polite, 
being so extends to the toes. So, 
first, we need to be aware of what 
sort of life our feet are living. A 
quick sniff will tell us if they are 
candidates for one of the several 
odor reducing/dispelling prod-

ucts on the market. If they are, 
because we are polite we need to 
refresh them immediately. If the 
shoes are unable to be rehabili-
tated, they need to be tossed.

If you are on the other side 
of the foul feet issue, and you 
want to remain friends with the 
person who is attached to those 
feet, I suggest one of two things. 
If your guest is there for only a 
short period, suggest you both put 
shoes by the front door, or on the 
porch, saying you’d been mean-
ing to air yours out and wouldn’t 
she like to join you.

If the person is a close friend 
and this situation is likely to 
happen again, take a deep breath 
(well, perhaps a shallow one 
would be better under the circum-
stances) and let her know that, 
although she probably doesn’t 
realize it, there is an unpleas-

ant odor when she removes her 
shoes.

Tell her you know she would 
want to know that. You could 
commiserate by saying you have 
had the same problem, and you 
found that using a certain prod-
uct has helped. Be truthful, but 
be empathetic.

Otherwise, I suggest entertain-
ing in the winter only.

Ginger Philbrick is the owner 
of Because You Are Polite….
LLC. You are invited to e-mail 
your manners questions to her 
and she will respond as time and 
space allow. You may contact her 
at youarepolite1@verizon.net 
and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

25th Annual 

kiwsrotary.com

HURRY!
TICKETS ARE 
SELLING FAST!

Premier sponsor
Bon Secours Rappahannock General Hospital

September 11th
New location! 

Camp Kekoka, Boys Camp Road, Kilmarnock
With Water Taxis and Plenty of Parking you can come by car OR by boat! 

Dance under the stars with En’NOVATION, 
one of the area’s premier dance bands.

All this for just $50!!!

SAME GREAT MENU

 Oysters, Crab Cakes, Steamed Shrimp, Soft Shell Crabs
Fish, Clam Chowder, Pork BBQ, French Fries, Salad
Sweet Potato Fries, Corn On the Cob, Hush Puppies

Cole Slaw, Ice Cream
Domestic Beers $2     Wine and Cocktails $3     Craft Beers $4


