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HEATHSVILLE—Reedville area-
residents packed the Northumberland 
board of supervisors public hearing 
public hearing chambers July 9.

All were of a single mind —build 
the proposed cell-phone tower, please. 
Verizon has applied for permission to 
build a 195-foot tower near the Bay 
Motel, which it says will improve ser-
vice in Reedville.

Their only complaint—build it taller.
Speakers at the hearing said a rumor 

circulated on social media that some-
one would show up to speak against 
the tower. Reedville residents, pan-
icked that they might not get the cell 
tower, turned out in droves.

Bill Turville asked Verizon represen-
tatives for technical details, suggesting 
they make the tower much taller.

“There’s things that could be done, 
and those people are not going to see 
another opportunity to get a tower 
built,” Turville said.

Building the tower is essential for 
911 service, said Fairfield Volunteer 

Fire Department chief Phillip Keyser. 
Cell phones are now a necessity rather 
than a luxury.

“Safety is a big issue for me,” said 
Keyser. “Early notification is very 
important when it comes to a positive 
outcome for any event or emergency.”

First responders need to be able to 
use their phones, said Buddy Silvia of 
Smith Point Sea Rescue.

Susan Brack of Reedville also 
agreed, telling the board reports of a 
fire on Main Street on Father’s Day 
were delayed by lack of cell service.

Katie Powers told the board reliable 
cell phone coverage is also important 
for business. She and her husband both 
work from home.

“I find myself having to drive into 
Burgess to take conference calls when 
I’m in Reedville,” Powers said.

Richard Harding of Reedville said 
he just came out to voice his support.

“I didn’t get the rumor,” Harding 
said. “I don’t have any cell reception.”

By a unanimous 5-0 vote, the 
board approved the conditional use 
permit.

From left, Bill Turville questions attorney Sean Hicks and planner 
Jeff Holland about plans for a Verizon cell tower near the Bay Motel.

Reedville area to 
get new cell tower

IRVINGTON—People like to walk 
around town and sidewalks help 
make the journey safer. But where 
the sidewalk ends turned into an issue 
last week when one business owner 
requested it not cross his property.

After months of planning, includ-
ing council discussions and a public 
meeting, the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) is well under 
way in implementing several aspects 
of the project. But plans suddenly hit 
a bump in the road when a represen-
tative for Doug Dorsey of Mt. Hope 
L.L.C., requested that new sidewalks 
planned for the loop around the corner 
gas station and east to the end of the 
commercial district terminate at the 
post office.

“We would like the town to consider 
modifying its request and end the side-
walk between the post office property 
and the Mt. Hope property,” attorney 
Lee Stephens told council members 
last week. Stephens’ law office is in the 
building along with real estate com-
pany Select Properties, Dorsey and a 
few other independent offices. 

Stephens noted there are two plant-
ers with vegetation and lighted sig-
nage in the area required for the side-
walk, which the owner does not want 
to move because the plantings add 
visual appeal to the town. 

“Dorsey attended the public meet-
ing and stated his objection,” said 
Stephens.

However, council members said they 
did not recall any public objections by 
Dorsey and suggested his comments 
may have been made privately.

“People could not get by if there’s 
a break in the sidewalk,” said council 
member Kathleen Pollard. Pedestri-
ans would have to maneuver through 
the building’s parking lot which is 
usually packed with cars, she added.

“A resident was killed crossing the 
street to the post office,” councilman 
Wayne Nunnally reminded council. 
“This is the first time we’ve heard the 
owner was upset.” 

He asked Stephens if he had a sug-
gestion for an alternative plan, but 
none was offered.

“Plantings are in the existing right-
of-way,” said David Brown, VDOT 
resident administrator. “We probably 

couldn’t retain the lighting, but we 
could move the sign and plantings. 
If the town wants to modify the plan, 
you need to let us know right away.”

“He built in the right-of-way, so he 
knew this would be a problem later 
on,” said Nunnally.

Stephens disagreed, saying Dors-
ey’s survey of 2001 doesn’t indicate a 
right-of-way. 

Brown said VDOT hopes to com-
plete the project by October.

“Changes would require modifica-
tions to the plan,” he added. 

Council did not have a quorum so 
no vote could be taken. Only Mayor 
Ralph Ransone and council members 
Kathleen Pollard, Wayne Nunnally 
and Mike Merrill were in attendance. 
Fran Westbrook, Gene Edmonds and 
Jerry Latell were out of town.

The mayor called for a special 
meeting before the end of the month 
when all members could attend. How-
ever, no meeting date was set.

New sidewalks are part of safety 
improvement plans to include cross-
walks, road strips to alert drivers to 
reduced speed limits and traffic calm-
ing bump-outs.

End of the sidewalk could
be closer than anticipated

After a random phone call on a June afternoon in 
2014, Pillar and Peacock co-owners Adrianne Bugg 

and Brandeis Short embarked on a year-long adven-
ture, designing a major renovation of a historic property 
in Richmond County. Oh, and the whole process was 
recorded for the world to see. 

Irvington’s Pillar and Peacock was the design firm used 
in the HGTV/DIY Networks’ current series, American 
Rehab: Virginia, which focuses on the remodel of Mount 
Airy in Warsaw. 

The series debuted on the DIY Network with the 
Curved Kitchen and Master Suite episodes  June 8 and 
will rerun those along with other episodes throughout the 
month of July (see sidebar). 

In all, Bugg and Short remodeled 13 spaces for 10 epi-
sodes.

“It’s such a unique old property,” said Bugg. “We were 
so excited about being involved with it.”

A Palladian mansion, Mount Airy has been in the Tayloe 
family for 10 generations. Some 250 years old, the home, 
farm and estate is now run by Tayloe and Catherine Emery 
and their two sons, Tayloe and Thomas. Tayloe, who has 

worked in film and production, gave up a career in the 
non-profit industry and Catherine left a career in journal-
ism when the two moved to Mtount Airy from Charlottes-

by Audrey Thomasson

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

by Renss Greene

From left, Adrianne Bugg and Brandeis Short are interviewed by DIY Network crew members during 
Photo by Bruce Nelson

Carnival to feature two new rides

Festival is coming July 30 through August 8, to the KVFD Carnival 

Ledford, Kaden Painter and Bob Barrack assemble a new swing ride. 
This new ride as well as a spinner ride both arrived July 14 from 

Chevrolet Camaro LT V6 coupe. Tickets may be purchased from 
KVFD members, at upcoming special events and at the carnival. 
Noblett Appliances & Propane, 17 South Main Street, Kilmarnock 

Photo by Maggie Somerville

Mount Airy renovation 
project involves local firms

Background from left, Catherine Emery and 
Jason Maloney work through issues in the kitchen 
remodel. Photo by Bruce Nelson

MOUNT AIRY RENOVATION, continued on page A2



tesville four years ago after 
Tayloe’s grandmother died. 

The house was built in 1764 
by John Tayloe II, a tobacco 
farmer who used the farm for 
horse-breeding. Mount Airy 
has played host to some nota-
ble visitors, including Marquis 
de Lafayette and Declaration 
of Independence signer Francis 
Lightfoot Lee, who married 
into the Tayloe family and is 
buried on the property. 

The Emerys had a vision 
to remodel the mansion and 
pitched a reality show to 
Magnetic Productions. A 
family friend of Bugg’s called 
Bugg in June 2014 with a 
scoop about Mt. Airy’s reno-
vation and the do-it-yourself 
show. Bugg and Short 
reached out to the production 
company. They met with the 
show’s executive producer 
Nicole Sawatzke, took a tour 
of Mount Airy and met the 
Emerys. 

Although the main hall and 
east wing had been renovated 
in the last 50 years, the west 
wing of the house hadn’t been 
touched in over 100 years, said 
Short. 

“We were literally stepping 
over bat skeletons,” she said.

After brainstorming with 
the Emerys about their vision 
for the mansion and a month 
or two of design work, con-
struction and filming began 
at Mount Airy in August 
2014 and continued for eight 
months, wrapping up March 
20. In between there were 
hectic, long days of filming 
and rushing to get jobs com-
pleted in the network’s time 
frame. 

“The master bath was prob-
ably the most difficult,” said 
Bugg. “We did that design 
in a week and they wanted it 
demoed and completed within 
two weeks.” 

The renovation on the 
mudroom was completed in 
three days. A kitchen table 
was built over a weekend. The 
time demands were unlike any 
Bugg and Short have encoun-
tered. 

“I’d be there on a Monday 
and look around at the con-
struction and then by Thurs-
day I was there staging the 
room. It always astounded 
me how it happened in the 
time we had, how it all came 
together,” said Bugg.

Often, added Bugg,  “I’d 
say, Go, go, go. You can do 

it. We had to have this done 
yesterday.”

There were often six to eight 
different projects taking place 
during the same episode. And 
because of the home’s his-
torical significance all of the 
renovation designs had to be 
approved by the Department of 
Historic Resources. 

“It had to be a perfect 
alignment of the stars” to get 
everything done on time, she 
said. 

Bugg and Short went to 
their “go-to painter,” Bill 
Rosalia, owner of Rivah 
Painting and Repair in White 
Stone, and his crew of Craig 
Pittman, Doug Blankenship 
and Dan Nicholson, to do all 
the painting projects. 

“Some nights we were there 
until 3 o’clock in the morn-
ing,” said Rosalia. “In fact, 
I spent the night one night 
when it was supposed to snow 
and we had to have a job com-
pleted the next day.”

Courthouse Construction of 
Gloucester  were “the gener-
als” of the project, said Bugg. 

“We tried to use local as 
much as possible. Actually 
we are pretty defensive about 
[using local suppliers and 
contractors] since we are a 
local business. But again it all 
came down to budget, avail-
ability and price.” 

Among the local busi-
nesses and artists used were 
Bob Whitehead, Tall Pine 
Builders, Sheryl Barlow, Matt 
Chapman, Robert Yeatman, 
Courthouse Construction, 
Hoskins Creek Table, Brack-
ett Vaughan, Rivah Painting 
& Repair and Johanna Car-
rington. Of course many of 
the supplies and paints were 
also purchased locally, said 
Rosalia. 

When the renovation was 
complete in late March, the 
Emerys invited their extended 
family to see the house. 

“It was really emotional,” 
said Bugg. “They were crying 
and I was crying. It was so 
emotional and it was such a 
dramatic change.”

Bugg said as she drove 
down the long driveway leav-
ing Mt. Airy at the end of the 
nearly year-long renovation 
process, she stopped the car 
to cry. 

“I couldn’t believe it was 
over. All that time spent there 
and it was finally done. I was 
sad,” said Bugg.
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spruced up the master bedroom. Photo by Bruce Nelson

The curved kitchen got a facelift with a painted antique 
Photo 

by Bruce Nelson

American Rehab: Virginia 
Show subject, dates and times of airing on DIY Network 

HEATHSVILLE—Northum-
berland supervisors on July 9 
voted unanimously,  5-0, to allow 
cameras to catch drivers passing 
stopped school buses.

The board changed the county 
code to allow the school system 
to mount cameras on the buses 
which will capture drivers pass-
ing by buses loading or unloading 
students. The new code specifies 
a $250 fine.

The board also approved the 
planning commission’s adding 
breweries in county ordinances. 
The change establishes a defini-
tion for “brewery/microbrewery/
distillery” and authorizes them 
as a conditional use in the agri-
cultural, residential waterfront, 
and business districts. The board 
also will allow farm breweries as 
a permitted use in the agricultural 
district. Farm breweries are pro-
tected from some local regulation 
by state law.

In other business, the board 
approved the use of golf carts in 
the Northumberland Shores sub-
division, an exception to the Bay 
Act near Cockrell Creek, and a 
code change allowing the county 
to send fingerprints of emergency 
medical personnel directly to Vir-
ginia State Police, streamlining 
the hiring process.

LANCASTER—The follow-
ing cases were heard in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court on July 10 
by Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III.

Dwayne Donta Noel of New-
port News was in court on a 
charge of probation violation. The 
case was continued to August 10 
due to additional charges pending 
in Northumberland County.

Brandon Michael Dunaway of 
Newport News is incarcerated in 
Newport News and was not trans-
ported to court for a bond hearing 
on probation violation. The case 
was continued to July 24.

Devon Nattele Robinson of 
Lancaster was denied bond on an 
appeal from Juvenile and Family 
Court. Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney Kenny Kunkle 
argued Robinson is charged with 
assault and battery and expressed 
concern the defendant would go 
after the victim again. Defense 
attorney Will Hubbard argued 

they are pending charges that his 
client denies.   

Joseph D. Harcum of Weems, 
charged with probation viola-
tions, was not transported from 
the Middle Peninsula Regional 
Jail for his hearing. His case was 
continued to July 24.

Brandon T. Fischer of White 
Stone is charged with probation 
violations for falling behind on 
restitution payments. The court 
appointed Thomas Hughes to 
represent him. The case was con-
tinued to July 24.

The trial of Antonio Denmore 
Roy of Montross, charged with 
violating a protective order, was 
continued to July 24.

Gary Levern Conaway of 
Heathsville was released on 
$30,000 unsecured bond pend-
ing trial on a felony larceny 
charge. Trial was continued to 
August 10.

Mya T. Sumiel of Farnham 
did not appear in court on an 
update to her probation violation 

because she could not get a baby-
sitter, according to her attorney. 
The case was continued to July 
24. The judge issued a capias.

Andrew Thomas Jones of 
White Stone was sentenced to 
four years, all suspended, on forg-
ery convictions. He was ordered 
to pay court costs totaling $2,683.

Terrell Lamarr Gilreath Sr. of 
Weems was charged with proba-
tion violation. His case was con-
tinued to August 10. 

James M. Sellers of Warsaw 
was found guilty of probation 
violation on 48 felonies. He was 
returned to jail to serve an active 
sentence of 9 months.           

A trial for Wayne Larnell Ran-
some charged with three felony 
manufacture of a controlled sub-
stance violations was continued 
to September 28.  

Correction: In the April 2 court 
report, it was incorrectly reported 
that Calvin Flanders Taylor III 
was arraigned on charges. He 
was in court on other business. 

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster County School Board on 
July 13 raised school lunch prices 
for the coming session.

“I don’t think we have a 
choice,” said chairman Dr. Robert 
Westbrook.

The Paid Lunch Equity is 
requiring Lancaster schools to 
increase student and adult lunch 
prices by an average of 17 cents. 
Primary school lunches will 
increase from $2.20 to $2.35, 
middle and high school lunches 
will increase from $2.35 to $2.45. 
Adult lunches will increase from 
$3 to $3.25 for a regular lunch. 

Westbrook said that approv-
ing the increases would “slow 
the hemorrhage” and potentially 

allow the school to break even. 
Board member Donald McCann 
made the motion which was sec-
onded by Westbrook. The 5-0 
vote was unanimous.

Director of operations and 
transportation John Mann pre-
sented the proposed School 
Security Equipment Grant Appli-
cation with $125,000 estimated 
for all projects. If all projects are 
approved and selected, the grant 
will award $100,000, requiring 
a $25,000 local match.The grant 
includes plans for a school wide 
and classroom intercom in the 
high school, card readers for the 
cafeteria area and exterior doors 
for the primary, middle, and high 
school buildings, and upgraded 
exterior cameras for the primary 
school. Westbrook moved to 

proceed with the grant as it was 
presented. Board member Patrick 
McCranie seconded the motion. 
The vote was unanimous.

McCranie asked the board 
to approve additional polo shirt 
colors for Lancaster’s primary 
and middle school uniforms. 
Currently, there are seven pos-
sible color choices, allowing 
students to wear navy blue, light 
blue, gray, red, black, white, and 
pink. The board discussed not 
wanting to stray too far from the 
goal of uniformity by not regu-
lating colors but unanimously 
added two colors to be decided 
upon by the administration. 

School board members also 
went into closed session to discuss 
student matters and the acquisition 
of the library building. 

School board increases
lunch prices some 17%

by Maggie Somerville

Supervisors
okay bus
cameras and
breweries

by Renss Greene

LANCASTER CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson
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Sept. 14-16 – “AMISHLANDS” – Featuring Sight & Sound’s 
“Joseph”. Tour of the Amish Countryside.

Sept. 23-29– “MACKINAC ISLAND” – Carriage tour of 
island, Tahquamenon Falls, Hydro-jet ferry, Soo Locks dinner 
cruise.

Oct. 3 – “GRAVES MOUNTAIN APPLE FESTIVAL”,  Fun 
Filled Family Day with music, arts & crafts, hay maze, hayrides 
& great food.

Oct. 11-17 – “CAPE COD” – Chatham, Plymouth, Boston, Prov-
incetown and Hyannis Harbor Cruise.

Nov. 15-20 – “JACKSONVILLE, ST. AUGUSTINE, & 
SAVANNAH” – Featuring the Holy Land Experience.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

MOTOR COACH TOURS

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

www.deedavidandco.com

We Design Kitchens, Bathrooms, 

Laundry Rooms, Outdoor Kitchens 

and more!
Call to schedule an in-home consultation

or to visit the Studio in Lottsburg.
–804-724-0829–

80th FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL

TICKETS

JULY 30th - AUGUST 8th

(every night except Sunday)

Win This Car!!

Support the
KILMARNOCK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT’S

80 th ANNUAL FIREMEN’S FESTIVAL

DO NOT HAVE TO BE PRESENT TO WIN

2015 CHEVROLET CAMARO

Provided by Northern Neck Chevrolet & Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Dept.

$10.00 TICKET DONATION
ONLY 5,500 TICKETS BEING SOLD!

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS 

&
Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

Lancaster County Sher
 this 

week reported charges against 
eight individuals.
Felonies

Thomas M. Blackwell, 55, of 
Richmond was charged July 7 
with felony violation of probation 
on June 30.

Maria S. Brooks-Brown, 22, 
of Lancaster Creek Drive was 
arrested for 10 counts of check 
forgery and one count of grand 
larceny, all felonies.

Dwayne D. Noel, 37, of New-
port News was charged July 10 
with two counts of felony viola-
tion of probation, one on May 
29 in a Northumberland County 
case and one on June 4 in a Lan-
caster County case.
Misdemeanors

A Rocky Neck Road man, 28, 
was charged July 8 with destruc-
tion of property.

A Wiggins Avenue man, 34, 
was charged July 10 with destruc-
tion of property.

A Browns Store Road, woman, 
36, was charged July 12 with 
public drunkenness.

A Dragon Fly Road woman, 
30, was charged July 12 with 
public drunkenness.

A Pierces Road man, 32, was 
charged July 14 with grand lar-
ceny.

Activity report
 Staff received a 

destruction of property report 
from a resident in the 1200 
block of Irvington Road ($50 
damages to real estate), a 
motorist’s complaint of a reck-
less driver in the area of James 
B. Jones Hwy. and Harris Road, 
a complaint of a moving van 
knocking down a mailbox on 
Norris Road, a complaint of 
numerous persons loitering fre-
quently at a Lively area business 
around 2 a.m., and a complaint 
of an unknown male solicit-
ing sales on Blueberry Point 
Road; notified Northumberland 
authorities of a disturbance call 
in the 600 block of Light Street; 
and responded to an assault 
call on Shady Lane (complain-
ant declined to prosecute), to 
a domestic disturbance in the 
2500 block of Merry Point 
Road (complainant was gone 
on arrival), with Virginia State 
Police (VSP) to Buzzards Neck 
Road on a report of a boy with 
a shotgun walking in a yard 
(subject was gone on arrival; no 
corroborating witnesses), and 
to the 1300 block of Irvington 
Road on a complaint of a male 
and female drinking and caus-
ing a disturbance.

 Staff discovered open 
doors at two Kilmarnock area 
businesses during routine late 
night building checks (no crimi-
nal incidents); notified the utility 
company of a downed power line 
on Old Orchard Road near Mary 
Ball Road, and Middlesex author-
ities of a drunk/reckless driver 
traveling from White Stone to 
the Greys Point area; responded 
with Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a disorderly con-
duct call on Wiggins Avenue, and 
with KPD to a fight call on North 
Main Street; and received an 
attempted burglary report from a 

Braden Lane resident ($50 dam-
ages to door). 

 Staff notified Nor-
thumberland authorities of 
numerous reports of a downed 
tree blocking Jessie duPont 
Highway in the area of Wic-
omico Church; responded to 
the Hills Quarter subdivision 
in an attempt to locate a person 
reported as missing from Essex 
County (cooperative residents; 
missing subject is not known to 
them), to Jones Drive on a report 
of a homemade cart being left in 
the complainant’s yard, and to a 
domestic trespass complaint on 
Pinckardsville Road (magistrate 
issued domestic assault war-
rant and emergency protective 
order); and received a destruc-
tion of property report from the 
1800 block of Windmill Point 
Road ($300 damages, passenger 
window; arrest reported on July 
10).

 Staff notified Vir-
ginia Department of Transporta-
tion (VDOT) of a downed tree 
interfering with traffic in the 
1800 block of Devils Bottom 
Road, and an overhanging tree 
that was a traffic hazard on Crab 
Point Road; received a walk-in 
report of the theft of property 
from a parked vehicle (Amazon 
Kindle Fire, Kodak camera, 
prescription drugs; $263 loss), 
and a complaint of unlicensed 
drivers in the Litwalton area; 
responded with KPD to the area 
of Kamps Mill on a report of sev-
eral young children riding bikes 
on Mary Ball Road (motorist 
was concerned for their safety; 
the children were taught where 
to ride when on the highway), 
with KPD and VSP to a single-
vehicle traffic crash near Mary 
Ball and Boys Camp roads; and 
checked on the well-being of a 
Keep Safe program participant 
after prearranged telephone con-
tact could not be made (no emer-
gency services needed).

 Staff responded with 
emergency medical services 
(EMS) to a medical emergency 
on Wiggins Avenue, with EMS to 
a medical emergency on Carlson 
Road; received a sexual assault 
report (no further information 
released in order to protect the 
victim and due to the nature of 
the investigation), and with KPD 
to a domestic disturbance in a 
parking lot on North Main Street; 
notified VDOT of a downed 
tree interfering with traffic on 
Tomlin Trace, and an overhang-
ing tree interfering with traffic 
on Crab Point Road, and Nor-
thumberland authorities of shots 
fired complaints in the Indian 
Creek Estates/Clifton Landing 
subdivision area; and received a 
fraud complaint from a Mollusk 
area resident (complainant was 
referred to KPD as the incident 
occurred within the town), and 
a destruction of property report 
from an Ice House Drive resident 
($500 damages to vehicle).

July 12: Staff responded with 
KPD to North Main Street to 
assist VSP involved with a traffic 
stop, to a domestic disturbance in 
the 300 block of Browns Store 
Road (first arrest reported above), 
to a single-vehicle traffic crash, 
vehicle unoccupied, at the inter-

president Jim Bullard reported crews 
responded to the following calls for assis-
tance in June:

 At 8:30 a.m., a homeowner 
called for assistance. His 28-foot Grady 
White with two Yamaha engines had sunk 
at his dock on Harvey’s Creek. The crew 
from Rescue I was able to roll the boat over, 
pump the water out and put the boat back 
on its lift. Time on call, 3.5 hours.

 The sheriff’s office dispatched 
the crew of Rescue I to investigate a 29-foot 
sailboat tied up at Fairport Marina that was 
reportedly taking on water. The crew deter-

mined that the cockpit was flooded with 
rain water as the scuppers were blocked 
with leaves and debris. The scuppers were 
cleared and the owner, a resident of Rich-
mond, was called. Time on call, 1 hour.

 At 2:30 p.m., a boater called 
for assistance when the engine quit on his 
25-foot sailboat. Rescue I found the boat in 
the Potomac just north of Smith Point jetty. 
The crew towed the sailboat to the owner’s 
dock in Bridge Creek. Time on call, 3 
hours.

 At 12:20 p.m., a captain 
reported that a hose had broken and the 
engine stopped running on his 26-foot 

wooden cabin cruiser. Rescue I located 
the boat on the Great Wicomico River and 
towed it to the owner’s dock in Reason 
Creek. Time on call, 1 hour.    

 At 10:30 a.m., the crew of 
Rescue III assisted a sailboat with engine 
failure. The 27-foot Bristol was towed from 
Lodge Creek to Krentz’s Marina where it 
was to be pulled from the water. Time on 
call, 1 hour.

Smith Point Sea Rescue can be reached 
on channel 16 or by calling 911. Rescue 
I and II are based on the Great Wicomico 
River and Rescue III is on Lodge Creek off 
the Yeocomico River.

FREDERICKSBURG—The 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) recently 
announced upcoming routine 
bridge safety inspections at the 
following locations in Mathews 
and Middlesex counties:

bridge over North End Branch 
in Mathews County.  Westbound 
motorists will be restricted to 
one lane on the bridge located 
between Route 198 and Route 3. 

bridge over Burke Mill Stream in 

Mathews County. Motorists will 
be restricted to one lane on the 
bridge located at the Gloucester/
Mathews County line. 

17 bridge over Dragon Run in 
Middlesex County. Southbound 
motorists will be restricted to one 
lane on the bridge located at the 
Middlesex/Gloucester County 
line. 

The inspections will take place 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Flaggers 
will direct traffic through the 
work zone.

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE REPORT

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

Bridge inspections
may cause brief delays

section of Jessie duPont High-
way and Goodluck Road (vehicle 
was reported earlier to KPD as 
stolen; VSP investigated the traf-
fic crash), with KPD to Southport 
Lane for a domestic assault by 
threat complaint, with KPD and 
EMS to an intentional drug over-
dose incident on First Avenue, 
at the request of a concerned 
citizen to check on the well-being 
of a White Stone area resident 
(elderly subject was deceased of 
apparent natural causes), with 
KPD to a shoplifting call on 
North Main Street, with White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Department 
(WSVFD) to the 4200 block of 
Windmill Point Road to extri-
cate several puppies trapped in a 
culvert, with EMS and VSP to a 
medical emergency on Richtown 
Road (subject was transferred to 
MCV due to severity of injury), 
and with EMS to the 1800 block 
of Windmill Point Road on a 
report of an attempted intentional 
self-wounding (second arrest 
reported above); and received 
a motorist’s report of a reckless 
driver in the Chinns Mill-Lively 
area (no officer in position to 
attempt to intercept).

 Staff responded to a 
suspicious persons complaint in 
the 2200 block of Windmill Point 
Road, to a domestic destruction 
of property complaint on Christ 
Church Road, to a domestic 
disturbance call on Spindrift 
Road, to a Lively area resident’s 
complaint of assault by threat-
ening message, to Twin Branch 
Road to assist Northumberland 
authorities with execution of an 
arrest warrant, and to a traffic 
complaint in the 4300 block of 
Black Stump Road; and received 
a complaint of child custody/
visitation from a White Stone 
area resident (no child endan-
germent involved; subject was 
advised to file for court hearing), 
and a domestic assault complaint 
(subject requested anonymity and 
declined to prosecute)..

 Staff responded to 
a suspicious person/subject in 
need of assistance near Weems 
and Lumberlost roads, to a sexual 
assault complaint (no further 
information released in order to 
protect the victim and due to the 
nature of the investigation), and 
to an E911 disconnect call on Old 
Saint Johns Road.

Sheriff’s staff also conducted 
15 traffic stops, issued three 
summonses, assisted a motorist, 
handled a call for traffic control, 
investigated nine building alarms, 
processed a mental health order, 
logged three inmate transports, 
and fielded eight calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a traf-
fic crash near Mary Ball and 
Boys Camp roads, to assist EMS 
on Wiggins Avenue and to a fire 
alarm on Harris Road. Upper 
Lancaster VFD responded to a 
traffic crash in the 1900 block of 
White Chapel Road and WSVFD 
responded to a fire/smoke alarm 
in the 3500 block of Windmill 
Point Road.

Northumberland Sher
 this week 

reported charges against  seven 
individuals.
Felonies

Dwayne D. Noel, 37, of New-
port News was charged July 10 
with a felony capias to show 
cause. He was served by the Lan-
caster County Sheriff’s Office.

Marcus Delonte Hundley, 28, 
of Tappahannock was charged  
July 10 with a rule to show 
cause for failing to appear in the 
Northumberland County Cir-
cuit Court. He was served by 
the Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Tina Rebecca Parsons, 48, of 
Heathsville was charged July 10 
with credit card fraud and obtain-
ing money by false pretenses, 
both felonies. She also was 

charged with misdemeanor credit 
card fraud and obtaining money 
by false pretenses.
Misdemeanors

A Callao man, 53, was charged 
July 10 with a capias/attachment 
of the body for failing to obey a 
court order for not showing up for 
weekend confinement.

A Reedville man, 20, was 
charged July 11 with contributing 
to the deliquency of a minor.

A Reedville man, 24, was 
charged July 11 with a capias to 
show cause from the Northum-
berland County Circuit Court.

A Reedville man, 66, was 
charged July 12 with driving 
under the influence, second 
offense in five years, and speed-
ing.
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Excerpts
by Henry Lane Hull

Since boyhood I have been fascinated by 
words, whether they be in speech, writing, 
crossword puzzles or whatever. I am intrigued 
by hidden meanings and the use of words in 
new contexts, especially when they appear as 
puns. My friend the late local reporter Isabel 
Gough, who lived her entire life in Ditchley, 
once told me that she informed all of her 
friends never to give her a book of crossword 
puzzles because she would stop whatever she 
was doing to work through the one on each 
page. Like Isabel, I limit myself, in my case to 
three puzzles a week.

I also enjoy developing new phrases. Syn-
onyms, antonyms and homonyms are my 
hobby. What follows are a few examples of 
the latter. A few days ago at dinner we were 
discussing literary matters, and then passed to 
conditions in the barnyard. I used the occa-
sion to ask the Younger B.E. if she knew what 
a chicken’s first egg was called. She immedi-
ately insisted upon the answer, and I replied, 

“A pullet surprise.”
Several years ago in a conversation with 

June Turnage, who spent her career in the 
nursing profession, I remarked that the only 
difference between her family, the Hudnalls, 
and mine was that they had DNA and we did 
not. June responded by saying that everyone 
has DNA, but I persisted 
that I did not, explain-
ing that if one removed 
“dna” from the middle 
of her maiden surname, 
it would go from being 
Hudnall to Hull, thus I 
do not have “dna.”

Two weeks ago I wrote about Hugh Mann, 
truly a legendary figure in the Northern Neck, 
one who also delighted in plays on words. 
Hugh was the youngest of three boys with no 
sisters. Over 40 years ago I described to him 
what could have been a family scenario that 
would have begun with his parents having 

presented him with a younger sister. Growing 
up, if he had been her favorite brother, upon 
marriage she might have wanted to perpetuate 
his name, Hugh being a bachelor, by naming 
a son after him. Had she married a man by 
the name of Bean, lets say a son of the actor 
Orson Bean, their child then would have been 

“Hugh Mann Bean.”
In his typical fash-

ion, Hugh immediately 
retorted, “She might 
not have liked me that 
much.”

Back in the Dark 
Ages when I was in 

graduate school I was having dinner in a pri-
vate home with my mentor and several of his 
European friends. I was the only American at 
the table. The host asked what I should like to 
drink, and as everyone was speaking in many 
tongues, I humorously replied “Eau naturel,” 
causing all to burst into laughter. I was using 

the sound to mean “natural water,” but the 
French homonym for that expression is “au 
naturel,” which means undressed.  

For almost two decades Leon Safelle as 
been the godfather of the environment in 
the Northern Neck by providing a finan-
cially attractive and lucrative method for 
folks to dispose of their waste metals at his 
center near Lottsburg. Every rusty piece 
of steel or abandoned car or aluminum can 
taken to Leon is one less in the landfill or 
worse, by the side of the road. Leon also 
enjoys using words in different meanings.  
On one occasion I asked him how one 
describes a biker who goes for a second 
long ride on the same day. He looked at me 
quizzically, and I said, “He is re-cycling.”  
Leon liked the analogy.

These plays on words have been a few of 
my escapes from the pleasures of more eru-
dite usages. Next week I promise faithful 
readers to be more myself. 

I am intrigued by hidden 
meanings and the use of words 
in new contexts, especially 
when they appear as puns.

Focal Point

Even a squirrel gets too hot to play sometimes.

Photo by Sandie Doptis

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

The people
vs. tyranny

For decades, liberals and 
Republican elites have forced 
“politically correct” (PC) 
speech on our culture to the 
point that no open discussion 
of “controversial” subjects is 
permitted because someone 
might be offended. All are to 
think and believe the same or 
be punished. 

People with opinions differ-
ing from elitists are labeled as 
racist, sexists, homophobes, 
demagogues, evil, and other 
adjectives with no evidence. 
However, it is not PC to make a 
statement against these attacks 
that have no substance. Being 
offended has become a one-
way street. 

I was offended when the 
arrogant Speaker John Boehner 
sent Deputy Whip Patrick T. 
McHenry to bully our con-
gressman, who voted “No” on 
a rule vote, that would have 
brought a bad bill to the House 
floor. Somehow, McHenry con-
vinced Rob Wittman to flip his 
vote from No to Yes so that a 
“fast track” trade bill, that only 
President Barack Obama and 
House leadership wanted, was 
sent to the floor the following 
day and ultimately for Obama’s 
signature.

Boehner retaliated against 
congressmen who voted their 
convictions, which were 
opposed by the speaker, by 
removing them from their 
committees. 

I was offended when the 
Supreme Court defiantly over-
turned the meaning of mar-
riage that has been the order 
established by the creator since 
the beginning of time. How 
dare they? Do these judges 
believe they are more supreme 
than the supreme? The people 
in the various states voted for 
an amendment to their State 
Constitution that defined mar-
riage is between one man and 
one woman. 

Now there is work afoot to 

More science,
less politics

Two letter writers on July 2 
focus on climate-related scien-
tist “surveys.”  Both claim that 
skeptical scientists are affili-
ated with the fossil fuel indus-
try. But most alarmist scientists 
are feeding at the government 
trough. The 97% consensus 
“surveys” have numerous 
problems, invariably include 
skeptics in their counts, among 

Stick to
the science

Persons who opine about 
global warming and wish to 
be taken seriously must brush 
aside the bogus experts and 
feverish polemics that populate 
the public debate on climate 
change and direct their atten-
tion to the scientific evidence 
of the matter.

Centuries of human experi-
ence have demonstrated that 
science delivers the most reli-
able knowledge of the natu-
ral world. Countless medical, 
engineering, and other techno-
logical advances based on sci-
ence confirm its capabilities. 
Therefore, it is science that we 
turn to when we need accurate 
descriptions of the Earth’s cli-
mate, factual explanations of 
its causes, and reliable predic-

Help poisoned
U.S. Marines

Marines stationed at Camp 
Lejune, N.C., from 1953 
to 1987 were poisoned by 
chemicals in the water supply. 
Marines ingested chemicals 
3,400 times the level permitted 
by safety standards. The two 
major sources of contamina-
tion were gasoline/diesel leaks 
from underground storage 
tanks and a dry cleaners plant 
leaking solvents into the water 
supply.

The investigation by The 
Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry found 
cover-ups and withholding of 
documents by the Navy/Marine 
Corps. The contaminated water 
chemicals have caused a host 
of ailments, disease and death. 

This is probably the biggest 
EPA disaster in U.S. history 
affecting the human body. Esti-
mates are 750,000 to 1,000,000 
Marines, family and base work-
ers. Yet the federal government 
is very slow to right a wrong. 
If only we could get the powers 
to be and their families to drink 
contaminated water containing 
gasoline and dry cleaning sol-
vents.

The Veterans Administration 
is finally accepting Marines 
from Camp Lejune for medi-
cal treatment of 15 listed medi-
cal conditions. This bill was 
signed into law by President 
Obama on August 6, 2012. 

However, the Veterans 
Administration and lawmak-

Expanding
agendas

Most of the discussion 
about climate change revolves 
around the science. How much 
has the climate changed and 
to what degree is the mankind 
part of the problem? Progres-
sives want to declare the sci-
ence settled so it can move on. 

 A local climate protagonist 
and frequent letter writer has 
dealt with the carbon tax sev-
eral times over the last couple 
of years. It seems clear that the 
progressive agenda involves a 
substantial tax increase in the 
name of saving the planet. My 
belief is that it is more about 
the former than it is the latter.

The writer has pointed out 
that a few well-known right 
of center dignitaries have lob-
bied for a carbon tax. Their 
approaches all have something 
in common. They are truly 
revenue neutral, and they are 
designed to alter behavior and 
not to generate income for the 
expansion of government.

Now, consider what we hear 
from luminaries on the left. 

penalize those whose views 
differ from those judges. 

When government oversteps 
its rightful authority, “we must 
obey God rather than men.” 
Abraham Lincoln declared, 
“We the people are the rightful 
masters of both congress and 
the courts, not to overthrow the 
Constitution, but to overthrow 
men who pervert the Constitu-
tion.” 

Lyn Neira,
Lancaster

ers have not made any type 
of mandatory compensation 
regardless of whether their dis-
ability is 10%, 30%, 50% or 
100%. The current approach 
is that the Marine must prove 
the medical condition was 
obtained at Camp Lejune. Our 
great Veterans Administration 
as of January 31, 2014, has 
denied 96.4% of 9,703 claims 
processed for compensation. 
The Marines are the few, the 
proud and in this case forgot-
ten.

Perhaps this is one of the few 
times the citizens of the U.S. 
can fight for the Marines. You 
can call and write your con-
gressmen and the powers to be, 
for mandatory compensation 
based on percent of disability 
due to the listed 15 medical 
conditions.

Callao

California has its own carbon 
tax which generates over $2.2 
billion in revenue. Gov. Jerry 
Brown has recently announced 
that he’d like to use $400 mil-
lion of it to build subsidized 
housing. Larry Summer’s ver-
sion of the carbon tax would 
use the revenue to replenish 
the infrastructure. Just last 
week Sen. Schumer (D-NY), 
at a gathering of environmen-
talists, opined that if Clinton is 
elected president, a carbon tax 
could be an excellent source 
for a government “starving” 
for additional revenue.

The writer has written that 
the tax would be progressive, 
thereby protecting the middle 
class.

 In my view, it is crystal 
clear that the real progressive 
agenda behind the carbon tax 
is both government expansion 
and additional income redistri-
bution. Can anyone imagine a 
scenario where the federal gov-
ernment might collect a trillion 
dollars in taxes over a decade 
and then not use it for general 
purposes?

Norman Smith,

tions of its future.
Science is all about hard 

evidence, not opinion. What 
makes mental somersaults like 
the Global Warming Petition 
(Letters to the Editor, June 14, 
2015) so much hooey is that 
they have nothing to do with 
science, nothing to do with 
scientific discovery or the sci-
entific method. Rather, the pur-
pose of such pseudoscience is 
not to expand our knowledge 
of the world but to win a par-
tisan argument and promote a 
particular ideological doctrine.

One can understand and 
appreciate the science behind 
the climate debate only by 
recognizing that scientific 
discovery is a journey, not an 
event. Its paths are circuitous. 
Its findings are often conten-
tious and always tentative. 
Science learns from its errors 
and advances; while pseudo-
science, contemptuous of evi-
dence and smug in its dogma, 
remains inflexible and stag-
nant.

For a comprehensive yet 
readable survey of the scien-
tific basis of climate science, 
check out Spencer Weart’s 
essays on the webpages of the 
American Institute of Phys-
ics. Simply perform a Google 
search by typing [without the 
quotation marks] “the discov-
ery of global warming” and 
select The Discovery of Global 
Warming - A History at aip.
com. 

other things. 
The IPCC and its cohorts 

claim that the principle por-
tion of current global warm-
ing is due to human activity, 
whereas skeptical scientists 
merely believe that humans 
may have some influence on 
global warming.

Data shows co2 has been 
several times higher during 
most of our planet’s exis-
tence. Data is available for both 
co2 and temperature variation 
over geologic periods. There is 
no empirical evidence that co2 
has ever had any impact on our 
global temperature. There is 
also a strong correlation over 
geologic periods showing that 
temperature variation occurs 
first, followed hundreds (or 
more) years later by very simi-
lar co2 variation, the opposite 
of what alarmists now claim.

An old experiment shows 
that temperature within a closed 
container rises somewhat when 
co2 is added. But closed con-
tainers (greenhouses) do not 
permit convection across their 
boundaries, and in the open 
atmosphere, satellites detect 
heat escaping to space.  Nei-
ther do real greenhouses expe-
rience such things as ocean 
feedback. Finally, as co2 rises 
its influence on temperature 
diminishes.

There are 5 global tempera-
ture datasets, 3 terrestrial and 
2 satellite. RSS satellite shows 
no additional warming for the 
past 18 years and 5 months. 
Using the mean of all 5 data-
sets shows no additional tem-
perature increase for the past 
13+years. (Our current el Nino 
may change this.) 

There have been several ear-
lier warmings during this inter-
glacial which were warmer 
than now, all before co2 began 
increasing.  Alarmists claim 
(contradicted by evidence from 
6,000 boreholes) that the MWP 
was not global. Even the IPCC 
admits that possibility. 

Denis Ables,
Mollusk

I’ve got blisters on my fingers, and I don’t 
even play the drums. Beatles fans will 

know what I mean.
Really, I do have blisters—on both 

thumbs—the insides. Actually, I’ve got two 
raw patches where there once were blisters.

It’s certainly not an ideal situation, but I’m 
proud of my well-worn thumbs. 

You know you’ve been out in the sun when 
you’ve got a burn to show for it.

You know you’ve done some hard work 
when you’ve got blisters to show for it. 

“Blisters are a painful experience, but if you 
get enough blisters in the same place, they 
will eventually produce a callus. That is what 
we call maturity,” says Herbert Miller.

Thanks Mr. Miller, whoever you are.
I think I got the blisters because I don’t 

have calluses.
I’m pretty sure they were caused by fric-

tion, perhaps developed as the hard surface 
of a tool handle rubbed against my hand. 
They feel like the kind of blisters that come 
from intense rubbing on a small unprotected 
area.

I had my hands wrapped around the handle 
of a push lawn mower for the better part of 
three hours last weekend as well as a pair of 

hedge shears. I didn’t think about gloves until 
it was too late. That pretty much sums up how 
I got them.

I’m not complaining. They don’t really hurt 
all that much, but I’m aware that under those 
Band-Aid adhesive strips there exists two 
slow-to-heal skin irritations susceptible to 
infection and constant irritation.

I’ve dabbed them with a little antibiotic 
ointment and I let them breathe at night. 
They appear to be healing and as of yet, I’ve 
noticed no signs of infection.

I hear petroleum jelly might help. Home 
remedies include a powerful antiseptic mouth-
wash, aloe, apple cider vinegar, diaper rash 
cream, black tea, toothpaste, a raw egg, tea 
tree  oil ointment, black tea or salt-water soak.

I’ll stick to the let-it-heal naturally, pro-
tected and dry philosophy that seems to be 
working.

The blisters are another sign that I don’t 
get from behind the computer screen and do 
enough manual labor, as often as I’d like. 

As for the bit of Beatles trivia, majority 
consensus indicates Ringo Starr shouted “I’ve 
got blisters on my fingers,” concluding numer-
ous lengthy forceful takes of “Helter Skelter” 
for The White Album.
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The “Shred-It” Truck
will be in our parking Lot!

SELECT PROPERTIES OF VIRGINIA
4503 Irvington Rd.

A Community Service
for our Area

Wednesday July 22, 2015
10AM - 12PM

Do you remember?
Alton “Soccer” Perciful was the captain of the the 1949 Kilmarnock High School Safety 
Patrol. Lieutenants were Coley Davis and Carroll Lee Ashburn, reported Ashburn, 
president of the Kilmarnock Museum. other members were George Hutchings, Cosby 

User should
pay the bill

In a letter to the editor July 
9, “Advantages of high-speed 
internet,” the writer makes two 
things clear: he wants his high-
speed internet and he wants 
someone else (i.e., the taxpay-
ers) to pay for it.

In support of his argument, 
he notes that high-speed inter-
net would add $11,815 to the 
value of a $439,000 house. He 
suggests that only a lack of 
“political will to aggressively 
move forward” would keep 
elected officials from embrac-
ing the bit of socialism he pro-
poses.

My memory of Indepen-
dence Day celebrations is a 
recent one, and I continue to be 
grateful to our founders, who 
succeeded in throwing off the 
constraints of thuggy govern-
ment. I invite the writer to join 
me and pay for his own high-
speed internet.

Andrew J. Billups III,

Beautiful
downtown

Being a plant lover, I just 
want to take the time to com-
mend the mayor, town council, 
Susan Cockrell, and the dedi-
cated young men out on the 
town at 5 a.m. most mornings 
watering the beautiful hanging 
baskets, the flower borders on 
every corner, and the islands in 
the town.

It sure does make the Step-
toe’s District a wonderful sight 
to see. The choice of plants this 
year has been gorgeous. Their 
efforts are making Kilmarnock 
so beautiful.

Kilmarnock

PUBLIC NOTICE
65% TO 75% OFF

AS A RESULT OF: UNPAID DOCUMENTS
REPOSSESSED MERCHANDISE

AT IMMEDIATE LIQUIDATION SALE ONE DAY ONLY

HANDMADE
PERSIAN RUGS

45 BALES CONSIST OF 297 PIECES FROM 2’ X 3’ UP TO 12’ X 
25’ & BETWEEN. RUNNERS FROM 2’ 6” X 8’ UP TO 50’ X 2’ 6”. 

DIFFERENT COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM: KASHAN, TABRIZ, ISFA-
HAN, BOKARA, HERIZ, BIJAR, SAROUK, QUM SILK, 10X26’ BIJAR 
12’ X 18’ TABRIZ 11’X17’ MASHED 8PC 10’X8’ TABRIZ & QUME

 PUBLIC SALE CONVENIENCE TRANSFERRED TO: 

SATURDAY, JULY 25, 10 AM - 5 PM
AT AMERICAN LEGION POST 86 KILMARNOCK

882 WAVERLY AVE OFF RT 3 KILMARNOCK
CALL ED SLATER FOR INFO 301-526-3399

WE HAVE BEEN COMMISSIONED TO LIQUIDATE A LARGE 
INVENTORY OF ORIENTAL RUGS COMPLEMENTED WITH OUR 

GOODS OF EQUAL VALUE, CONTRACTED IN AFGHANISTAN, 
PAKISTAN, IRAN, TURKEY, CHINA, ETC. ALL RUGS FURNISHED 

WITH CERTIFICATE OF APPRAISAL & AUTHENTICITY.
ALL IRANIAN RUGS WERE IMPORTED BEFORE EMBARGO.

TERMS: CASH OR CHECK, VISA, 
M/C, AM-EX, DISC. 

The Lancaster County 
Branch NAACP will meet at 
7 p.m., Tuesday, July 21, at the 
Lancaster Community Library, 
235 School Street, Kilmar-
nock.

The agenda will include a 
report on NAACP National 
Convention held in Philadel-
phia and the results of 2015 
resolutions, said Lloyd Hill. 
The church liaison officers will 
report on their efforts at regis-
trations and restorations.

The Freedom Fund commit-
tee will issue banquet tickets. 
All members are expected to 
do their part in selling tickets 
so that we can have a success-
ful banquet, said Hill.

The guest speaker will be 
Terrence McGregor, chief of 
Lancaster County Emergency 
Services, who will discuss 
the community emergency 
response team.

Virginia’s probation and 
parole officers play a critical 
role in keeping communities 
safe. Their dedication will 
be honored during Probation 
& Parole Officer Apprecia-
tion Week July 12 to 18 in the 
Commonwealth and across the 
country.

Whether it’s answering a 
phone call in the middle of the 
night, offering encouragement 
before a job interview, or hold-
ing someone accountable for a 
violation of his terms of super-
vision, probation and parole 
officers play a critical—if 
often unseen—role in guiding 
offenders toward successful 
reintegration into the commu-
nity. They deserve consider-
able credit for Virginia’s low 
recidivism rate, currently the 
second lowest in the nation.

I have found pure courtesy.
She is an attractive female, possibly in her 

mid-twenties, who stands on the service side 
of the counter of the hot dog stand in Rome’s 
transportation center, directly across from the 
entrance to the Coliseum.

When she waits on us, the temperature is in 
the high 80s in the street and not much cooler 
inside….and it is noon, the busy lunch time 
hour.  

Wandering among ancient ruins and trying 
to understand the layers of history to which 
they pertain is hungry business, and the line for 
sustenance that would make it possible to con-
tinue is getting longer by the hot dog purchase.  
Although a slicker alternative for luncheon fare 
operates on the other side of the terminal, the 
young woman’s stand is obviously the favorite. 
And why?

The draw is her complete respect for her cus-
tomers. She does not rush. She smiles broadly as 
questions  about ingredients in the many condi-
ments are asked of her again and again….in dif-
ferent languages. She stands calmly as a young 
man wrestles with what his beverage choice will 

be, as though this will be the most important 
drink of his life. She gives her complete atten-
tion to the customer who stands directly in front 
of her, and she shows no hurry or impatience 
as she takes time to exchange pleasantries with 
each new one. 

She is remarkable, this young woman. But 
even more remarkable is what happens in the 
line that waits for her humble food. People who 
rush up for a place in line become transformed 
into people who don’t mind waiting. They are 
drawn in by the serenity that engulfs her there 
in that small, hot stand. They hush and listen to 
her and share smiles with their line mates at her 
good humor. She, the personified definition of 
courtesy, is unaware that she makes this world 
kinder every day. She does, though.

I’ve never enjoyed waiting for a hot dog so 
very much.

Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because You 
Are Polite….LLC. You are invited to e-mail your 
manners questions to her and she will respond 
as time and space allow. You may contact her at 
youarepolite1@verizon.net and visit her website 
at becauseyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

YOUR
LETTERS

Submit Your Letters to 
editor@rapprecord.com

Because You Are Polite
. . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

Virginia honors probation and
parole officers with special week

Lancaster 
emergency
services chief
will meet
with NAACP

Honoring 
Fridenstine

on July 11 met at the 
Kilmarnock Inn to honor 
the memory of Helen 
Fridenstine who served as 
president for the group 

son, Mark Fridenstine, 
was presented a plaque 
to acknowledge all of her 
years of devoted service. 
From left are Emily Lawson 
and Mark Fridenstine.

“Our officers do an incred-
ible job helping returning citi-
zens find a better path while 
also holding them responsible 
for their actions,” said Virginia 
Department of Corrections 
director Harold Clarke. “Our 
probation and parole officers 
use evidence-based practices 
to improve outcomes, guid-
ing offenders based on what 
research shows us is working.”

Virginia’s probation and 
parole officers bring resources 
and people together in ways 
that promote positive, often 
transformational change. P&P 
officers foster re-entry success 

through programs involving 
peer support, family reunifica-
tion, anger management, moti-
vational interviewing, and job 
readiness workshops.

“When returning citizens 
succeed, everyone benefits. 
Our P&P officers answer a 
vital need, and we owe them 
our heartfelt gratitude as they 
work throughout our commu-
nities,” said Clarke.

The Virginia Department of 
Corrections employs approxi-
mately 625 probation and 
parole officers and approxi-
mately 125 senior officers who 
supervise more than 58,600 
offenders in 43 state probation 
and parole districts throughout 
the Commonwealth.

RRecord.com
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JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN
 Garnets come in every color except 
blue. The green Demantoid is the rarest and 
most expensive of all because it has a brilliance 
that approaches the diamond. It is found only 
in the Ural Mountains of Russia.
 If you want a green Demantoid, we may 
not have it in stock but we’ll find exactly what 
you want. See us for fine diamonds, gold jewelry 
or any other jewelry item. We appreciate the 
opportunity to serve you.

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

Announcement 
 FY2016 SIGNUP DATES 

  

VA Agricultural Best Management Practices 
COST-SHARE PROGRAM

Monday, July 13 – Friday, August 14

For information, or to schedule your appointment,
PLEASE CONTACT: 

5559 Richmond Road
Warsaw, VA 22572
804 313-9102, ext 101

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock town council will hear 
routine reports at its regular monthly meeting Monday, July 20.

Council will meet at 7 p.m. in the town hall at 1 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

LANCASTER— The Lancaster planning commission 
will meet Thursday, July 16, to review an updated draft of the county’s 
future land use map. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. at the County 
administration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

In addition, the planning commission will review the Northern 
Neck Planning District Commission’s analysis of Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation road endings for potential public access. 

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of super
visors will meet with emergency medical services coordinator Rick 
McClure Thursday, July 16. The meeting will be held at 5 p.m. at the 
Old Courthouse, 72 Monument Place,  Heathsville.

The board is expected to discuss EMS issues in the county and 
career EMS workers. 

COLONIAL BEACH—The 
Advisory Committee will meet at 6 p.m. Thursday, July 23, at 
the PRFC Office, 222  Taylor Street, Colonial Beach.

The agenda will include a recap of the June 11 PRFC meeting, the 
Oyster Management Reserve Program and the Rotational Natural 
Oyster Harvest Plan, an order to open Jones Shore to hand scrapes 
based on the plan adopted by the PFRC in March and a review of 
items for the September PRFC meeting.

HEATHSVILLE—Gunshots, 
a broken ambulance windshield 
and blocked roads at a party 
June 6 caused Northumberland 
County to revoke the Northum-
berland County Community 
Center Organization’s dance hall 
permit for its Brown Store Road 
facility.

Northumberland sheriff’s 
department major “Doc” Lyons 
said deputies Turmain Turner 
and Shawn Boone had been paid 
by NCCCO to provide security 
at the party. According to police 
records, they called for assis-
tance controlling the crowds 
shortly before midnight, request-
ing other deputies and Virginia 
state police.

Calvin Taylor and his business 
partner Allen Johnson arranged 
the party. He told the Northum-
berland board of supervisors 
during the appeal that Ernest 
Kelley came to the party after 
being involved in a home inva-
sion in Lancaster County.

“Immediately when I found out 
that he was at the party, I stopped 
what I was doing and contacted 
the police,” Taylor said.

Deputy Turner said supervisor 
Jim Long, president of NCCCO, 
met Kelley at the door and told 
him he could come in if he 
promised not to “act up.” Turner 
called Lancaster County authori-
ties, but there was no warrant for 
Kelley.

“This is your building,” Turner 
said. “You want somebody in 
there, we can’t say ‘no, we’re not 
going to let you in there.’”

According to police records, 
at 12:22 a.m., Turner reported 
shots fired. Deputy Boone told 
the board of supervisors that 
he had been directing traffic by 
Browns Store Road when two 
shots went over his head. More 
than a dozen sheriff’s deputies 
and police officers responded.

In the chaos of the party, the 
Northumberland deputies could 
not say with certainty whether 

the shots were fired inside or 
outside of the building, which 
had open double doors. Taylor 
maintains the shots were fired 
outside of the building.

Terrell Gilbreath was struck 
in the upper arm, according to 
police records. He was treated 
for a small caliber through-and-
through bullet wound at Bon 
Secours Rappahannock General 
Hospital, and did not want to 
speak to police.

Turner said when he and other 
officers rushed into the building 
in search of the shooter, Kelley 
was drinking from a bottle of 
liquor, which he spat at the offi-
cers before escaping through 
a back door. After leaving the 
building, Kelley is alleged to 
have thrown a rock and a cell 
phone at an arriving ambu-
lance, damaging the windshield. 
Another partygoer called 911 to 
say he had attempted to break 
into her car while she was in it, 
but ran away when she dropped 
her keys onto the floorboard.

Boone reported Kelley was 
in custody in the area of Craw-
fords Corner at 1:46 a.m. A 
police vehicle with a full back 
seat cage was called to contain 
Kelley, who deputies said was 
trying violently to break out of 
the car in which he was detained. 
Northumberland Sheriff Chuck 
Wilkins said Kelley was one of 
the most difficult suspects he 
had dealt with.

Sgt. Nancy Johnson reported 
a weapon found at 5:51 a.m. 
Kelley was charged with two 
counts of assault on a law 
enforcement officer, two counts 
of maliciously throwing a mis-
sile at an occupied vehicle, pos-
session of a firearm by a vio-
lent felon, use of a firearm in a 
felony, discharging a firearm in 
or at a building, and resisting 
arrest. He is being held in the 
Northern Neck Regional Jail 
without bond.

Supervisor Long recused 
himself from the appeal consid-
erations at the board of supervi-

Supervisors uphold decision to revoke dance hall permit

Standing from left are Charles Butler, Horace Adams, Irvin Nickens, Frank Kober, 

organization, the center which is owned and operated by the community, not one 
individual,” said Kober.

by Renss Greene

sors meeting July 9, leaving the 
board table to speak instead as 
president of NCCCO. He and 
other NCCCO board members 
asked the board of supervisors 
to appeal county administrator 
Kenny Eades’ letter canceling 
NCCCO’s dance hall permit at 
the community center. Dance 
hall permits in Northumberland 
typically include a clause trig-
gering an automatic revocation 
if police are summoned. The 
county also raised questions of 
street parking and exceeding the 
building occupancy rating.

Long and other NCCCO 
board members asked the super-
visors not to punish NCCCO for 
the incident, and to bear in mind 
NCCCO’s positive impact on the 
community. NCCCO is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit which, in addi-
tion to arranging social events, 
provides scholarships, food and 
help with utility bills for needy 
people.

“Everyone in every county 
knows I run a strict center,” 
Long said. “If you don’t follow 
the rules, we bar you away from 
the center.”

Northumberland school board 
member and NCCCO board 
member Gerald Howard said 
the NCCCO was a victim of the 
incident too.

“As a community organiza-
tion, we feel that we were victim-
ized by the fact that this guy was 
a convicted felon who was just 
released from jail, had two gun 
incidents, and he’s still walking 
the street,” Howard said. “He 
comes to our place, we don’t 
know him, so we have no reason 
to bar him,” adding that citizens 

did everything they could do to 
avoid the incident.

NCCCO board member Frank 
Kober said the community 
center provides one of very few 
places to congregate in the area.

“These are good citizens,” 
Kober said of the NCCCO. 
“These are solid people. And to 
blame them for the travesty that 
occurred on June [sixth] is very 
much like blaming the people at 
that church in South Carolina 
for that idiot who came in with 
a gun, and saying to the church, 
what should you have done? We 
could not have done anything 
more than we did.”

NCCCO board member Phyl-
lis D. Nickens said the violence 
came to the party, instead of 
being caused by the party.

“Trouble came to us, and that 
was not our fault,” Nickens said. 
“I hope that you as a board do 
not punish us for the trouble 
walking in our doors.”

Taylor rankled Sheriff Wilkins 
by suggesting the incident hap-
pened in part because of inexpe-
rienced deputies.

“I’m not trying to blame or 
say it’s negligence on anybody, 
on any of the officers, but I 
feel that if it was senior officers 
there, officers that dealt with 
mass crowds or parties or any-
thing else, I feel like it would not 
happen,” Taylor said.

Wilkins retorted that both 
Booth and Turner are experi-
enced deputies. Booth told the 
board he has 16 years of law 
enforcement experience, 10 in 
Northumberland.

“If I were there that night, and 
Mr. Long said let him in, I would 

let him in,” Wilkins said.
Supervisor Thomas Tomlin, 

an EMT, was in the back of the 
ambulance Kelley is alleged to 
have attacked. He said his wife 
was in the front of the ambu-
lance, and that she is “still 
traumatized by that” and that it 
would be difficult to divorce his 

emotions from his vote.
“NCCCO does great things,” 

Tomlin said. “This is not about 
the organization’s jobs, what it 
does for the community.” 

Supervisor Joe Self made the 
motion to uphold the revoca-
tion, seconded by vice chairman 
Richard Haynie. Supervisors 
recognized the positive impact of 
the NCCCO on the community.

“I know the organization does 
a lot of good things down there,” 
Haynie said. “I know that for a 
fact.”

However, supervisors echoed 
staff’s argument likening the 
appeal to a September appeal 
from Luna Restaurant in Callao. 
In that case, the board denied an 
appeal of a revoked dance hall 
permit after a less serious distur-
bance.

The board of supervisors 
voted unanimously, 4-0, to deny 
the NCCCO appeal. Chairman 
Ronnie Jett noted the revocation 
does not prevent NCCCO from 
hosting private events.

Long said the revocation does 
not affect any of the NCCCO’s 
immediate plans, and that the 
organization would eventually 
apply for a new permit. He added 
that the NCCCO plans to host 
fewer events like the one June 6.

Kelley is set to be arraigned 
in Northumberland General Dis-
trict Court on July 27.

The Agenda
Local Government News

■ Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol and Rifle Club will sponsor Refuse To 

Be A Victim, an award-winning crime prevention and personal safety 
seminar, from 7 to 9 p.m. July 22 and 29 at Lancaster Community 
Library, 235 School Street, Kilmarnock.

The seminars will be open to the public at a cost of $40, which 
includes all program materials and light refreshments. Pre-registra-
tion is required. To register, visit refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-be-a-victim.
aspx, or rprclub.com. 

NEWS BREAK

TRADOC Band chases the rain away
 Photos by Robert Mason Jr.

As summer showers saturated 
Belle Isle State park on 

Saturday, the Music by the River 
concert was moved to the Upper 
Lancaster Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment pavilion in Lively.

A U.S. Army Training and 
Doctrine Command Band 
combo performed a variety of 
rock, jazz and country music into 
the early evening as the skies 
cleared.

The concert opened with the 

national anthem and vocalist Sgt. 
Megan Van Oudenaren intro-
duced the crowd to the music of 
Lake Street Dive, a Boston indie 
pop band. The TRADOC Band 
also covered a number of George 
Benson hits and Van Oudenaren 
and guitarist Sgt. Joey Bennett 
teamed up on a trio of blue-
grass/country covers, including 
“American Honey” by Lady 
Antebellum.

“Thanks to the Upper Lan-

caster Volunteer Fire Department 
for accommodating the concert,” 
said Friends of Belle Isle Music 
by the River coordinator Robert 
Mason Jr.

The concert series continues 
Saturday, July 18, with bluegrass 
by Rappahannock Crossing. 

The show will begin at 6 p.m. 
in the picnic area at the park, 
1632 Belle Isle Road, Lancaster. 
A $4 parking fee is payable at 
the front gate. 


