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Sometimes, to be a hero, you have 
to get your feet wet.

Michael Quentin Haynie taught 
that lesson in the early hours of 
Sunday, May 31. A father and son 
had run aground on a sandbar off 
Fleeton Point in Ingram Bay. Their 
sailboat had run aground at around 
8 p.m. that evening. Smith Point Sea 
Rescue dispatched Rescue I, their 42 
foot Provincial boat, but Rescue I ran 
into trouble and had to retreat.

“Unfortunately, the captain 
backed over a crab pot and part of 
our towline and put Rescue I out of 
commission,” said Smith Point Sea 
Rescue senior boat captain Buddy 
Sylvia. The sandbar, with its pre-
cipitous drop into deep water, is a 
popular spot for crab pots, and the 
floats that mark the crab pots can be 
nearly invisible in the dark among 
the waves. One crab pot wrapped 
rebar around a prop shaft on Rescue 
I, shutting the port side engine down 
completely.

Smith Point Sea Rescue called 
the U.S. Coast Guard, but their boat 
could not get close to the sailors due 
to shallow water.

When Haynie arrived at 2 a.m., the 
stricken 19-foot sailboat was still on 
the sandbar, rocked and battered by 
waves and wind. After six hours on 
the sandbar, the two sailors aboard 
had lost all contact—their cell phone 
had died, they had diesel fuel in their 

bilge pumps, and the electronics on 
their boat were dead. Unbeknownst 
to them, their rudder had also been 
bent and jammed as the waves 
repeatedly picked the boat up and 
slammed it back down on the sand-
bar. The Coast Guard said they would 
have to call in a helicopter if nobody 
could get the sailors out.

Haynie waded into the action. No, 
really—he walked out to the boat.

Haynie grew up playing on the 
beach at Fleeton Point, and he knows 
the sandbar there as well as anyone.

“I played out here my whole life,” 
Haynie said. “All my life has been 
spent on this shoreline.”

His wife, a Northumberland 
county dispatcher, had woken him 
with a phone call at about 1:30 a.m. 
to see if he could get their 20-foot 
center console boat out to the stuck 
sailboat. Still shaking sleep from his 
head, he visualized the problem.

“I started thinking about where 
they were, I’m still trying to clear 
my head, I thought about it for a 
little while, and I said, well, I don’t 
know if I can get our boat to them, 
but I feel like I can walk out there to 
them,” Haynie said. “It’s pretty shal-
low water.”

Haynie walked the quarter-of-a-
mile out on the sandbar to the sail-
boat and coaxed the exhausted and 
shaken sailors to jump overboard and 
walk with him back to shore.

WHITE STONE—The town council is playing a waiting 
game on a few issues. The biggest is a Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG), which would allow White Stone 
to add a municipal sewer system and offer residential rehabili-
tation projects. 

Town manager Patrick Frere told council at its July 2 meet-
ing he was still waiting to hear word from the governor’s office 
on the CDBG application made to the Department of Housing 
and Community Development (DHCD) back in March. The 
grant was for phase one of a proposed three-part town reno-
vation project. The first phase deals primarily with residential 
rehabilitation and a public sewer system. 

Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s office should announce the recipi-
ents of over 30 grants in the next few weeks, said Frere.

“They usually announce by the end of June,” said Frere. 
“But we have not heard yet.”

He assured council the minute he hears, “everyone will know.”
In another issue, Mayor Randy Reeves said he received a 

letter from Taxing Authority Consulting Services (TACS) 
regarding a land purchase for the town. 

“And now we’re just waiting,” he said. 
Council voted in April to purchase a .3999-acre parcel at 

576 Rappahannock Drive for a possible town parking lot. The 
property, which includes a home and is adjacent to a town-
owned parking area next to the post office, was auctioned on 
March 27. Reeves placed the high bid of $14,300 in hopes the 
town would want to purchase it for off-street parking. 

Council voted to buy the contract from Reeves and he said 
last week the paperwork is being processed and “[we] should 
have the land and house titled to the town within the month.” 

Reeves said the sooner the better since the abandoned house 
on the property continues to deteriorate and “something needs 
to be done.”

During his financial report, Frere said White Stone finished 

“in the black” and ended the 2015 fiscal year July 1 “exceeding 
the [projected] revenue.”

“We will finish about $27,000 or $28,000 to the good,” he 
said. 

Although cigarette tax income was lower last year with the 
closing of The Buoy convenience store, Frere said the town 
saved about $11,000 because it did not employ a part-time 
deputy in 2015.

Frere also reported on the status of another CDBG planning 
grant application which is due to the state next Friday, July 17. 
This application is for a downtown revitalization project and 
included seven criteria, one of which was met two weeks ago 
when the town held a well-attended visioning session. Some 
51 people crowded into the town office to express their visions 
for the commercial area of White Stone. The session was facil-
itated by former DHCD director Neal Barber. 

A management team meeting, which is also a requirement, 
will be held from 4 to 6 p.m. today, July 9, at the Town Office, 
433 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone. 

Frere says he hopes to have the application completed a 
“few days early” and actually submit it by July 11. 

In other business, council gave consensus approval to the 
Lancaster Players to allow the arts group to place banners at 
the town limits in celebration of its 32-year anniversary. Repre-
senting the community theater, Sheila Brown said the banners 
would be about two-feet by four-feet and would be placed at 
the “four locations coming into town.”

Council approved the signage and member Joe Sliakis con-
gratulated the Lancaster Players on their anniversary, saying 
the group is one of White Stone’s assets. 

Council also recognized Judy Brooks and Vicki Bartlett, 
who introduced themselves as partners in a new accounting 
firm. Brooks said they would be opening the business on Rap-
pahannock Drive on August 1. Reeves welcomed them and 
said council is always happy to have new businesses open in 
town. 

Tricycles, bicycles and decorated strollers colored in red, white and blue trailed behind banner carriers welcoming visitors to Irvington’s 4th of July Hometown Parade last 
Friday. The annual parade, which made its way along King Carter Drive, was attended by thousands. More parade photo coverage appears on page A4 and at RRecord.com. 
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Irvington’s parade welcomes 4th of July to lower Northern Neck

Town anticipates word any day
on residential rehabilitation grant 

Saluting independence
Thousands of people braved intermittent rain showers throughout the day to line Reedville’s Main 
Street shoulder-to-shoulder for the annual Independence Day Parade Saturday, July 4. Among the 
dignitaries, George Washington salutes the crowd from an Annapolis Yacht Sales vessel. More parade 
photo coverage appears on page A5 and at RRecord.com. Photo by Renss Greene

Michael Quentin Haynie stands on the beach at Fleeton Point where 
he rescued two sailors from a sailboat that had run aground far from 
shore on a sandbar.

Coast Guard commends 
Haynie for rescue of sailors

by Renss Greene

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

RESCUE, continued on page A2
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“They were real hesitant to 
get off the boat, and I was like 
man, just get off the boat and 
walk to shore!” Haynie said.

Haynie and the two sailors, 
North Carolinians Pat Miller 
and his son, Austin, walked 
back to shore. Haynie took 
them back to his home nearby, 
made them a pot of coffee, and 
gave them a bed.

Sylvia said the sandbar, 
between buoy #4 and the shore, 
is a common trap for boaters.

“This is an unlit day marker, 
a nun buoy, in other words,” 
Sylvia said. “It does not have 
a light on it, and right on the 
other side of it is that bar. 
Believe me, he is not the last 
or the only one that’s ever  
been up there. I’ve been in Sea 
Rescue since 1994 and I have 
pulled many boats off that bar.”

Coast Guard sector com-
mander Capt. C.S. Keane 
wrote a letter of commendation 
to Haynie, saying his “vol-
unteering spirit and devotion 
to the task of the sailors was 
extraordinary.” Haynie also 

was given a challenge coin, a 
token of respect and recogni-
tion among military services, 
which he says now lives in his 
pocket.

Pat Miller said he had 
bought the boat in Annapolis 
and was making his way back 
to North Carolina. He was on 
his way to a marina in Cock-
rell Creek when he hit the 
sandbar.

In the morning light, Smith 
Point Sea Rescue was able to 
get Rescue I working again—
thankfully, it was undam-
aged—and within a half-hour 
had freed the sailboat. They 
took the Millers and their boat 
to Jennings Boatyard, where 
the boat was repaired and the 
Millers took to the water again.

On July 6, Haynie was 
accepted into the all-volunteer 
Smith Point Sea Rescue.

“I’m a Christian, and I 
believe in the tenets of be cou-
rageous and of good cheer, and 
do whatever you can to ease 
the suffering of others,” said 
Haynie.

Fireworks’ red glare
Despite the threatening weather, the Reedville 

vessel Albatross, which was part of the Great Wicomico 
Cruising Club. Photo by Kent Eanes

L A N C A S T E R — S u p e r-
intendent Steven Parker and 
school board members Ella 
Davis, Donald McCann and 
Bob Smart along with teach-
ers, parents and other commu-
nity members hit the drawing 
board June 30 to discuss the 
future of Lancaster’s public 
schools. 

The strategic planning ses-
sion attracted approximately 
30 people. There were a lot of 
viewpoints to be expressed, 
but Parker kept the meeting 
well organized, addressing the 
schools’ “current realities” and 
limitations first. Parker quoted 
author Jim Collins’ book, 
Good to Great, saying, “You 
must retain faith that you will 
prevail in the end and at the 
same time you must confront 
the most brutal facts of your 
current reality, whatever they 
might be.”

“If we are going to have 
world-class schools—and we 
are —we first need to confront 
the brutal reality of our current 
situation, as difficult as that 
can be at times,” said Parker.

Going around in order, each 
community member listed a 
current reality for the schools 

in order to frame where they 
are now. Poor demographics, 
lack of accountability and low 
expectations for students were 
all noted as current realities 
the schools are facing. But the 
existence of the school Volun-
teer Tutor Program, which has 
been a huge success for Lan-
caster’s students, and greater 
community involvement in the 
schools within the past year 
were also noted. 

“The community support 
is phenomenal. We have the 
teachers, we have the staff, we 
have the resources and when 
you look at this committee—
why aren’t we successful?” 
said assistant superintendent 
Dan Russell. 

Parker added that nearly 
80% of community members 
in Lancaster are high school 
graduates. In addition, 50% 
of the community are col-
lege graduates and 30% have 
attained advanced degrees. 
The support and the statistics 
are there, Parker said. 

After listing the current real-
ities, those 65 items were cat-
egorized into five main objec-
tives in what Parker called his 
“Roadmap to 2020.” The five 
objectives are to continually 
improve student achievement; 

Community support, pride, cited 
in strategic planning for schools

by Maggie Somerville

Rescue
continued from page A1

promote and maintain posi-
tive, productive relationships 
throughout the schools and 
the community; provide safe 
and secure schools that meet 
the needs of the 21st century 
and are a source of community 
pride; attract, develop, and 
retain quality staff; and con-
sistently and effectively main-
tain learning and management 
technology.

One of the objectives that 
received the most support was 
the goal of creating a source 
of community pride within the 
schools. 

“How many people ask you 
where you work? I’m proud 
of where I work. When people 
ask me I say I don’t care what 
the history is, I know who I 
work with and I appreciate 
that,” Russell added, “And if 
your kids are in this commu-
nity they should go to these 
schools and demand better. We 
need pride.”

Small groups were then 
created depending on which 
objectives people were pas-
sionate about in order to estab-
lish specific goals, strategies, 
timelines and responsibilities.

These small groups will 
meet again for additional stra-
tegic planning meetings in 
the coming weeks. Any com-
munity members interested 
in joining the discussion can 
contact Parker at sparker@lcs.
k12.va.us, or 462-5100.

COLONIAL BEACH—The 

Advisory Committee will 
meet at 6 p.m. Wednesday, July 
15, in the PRFC Office, 222 
Taylor Street, Colonial Beach.

The agenda will include a 
recap of the June 11 PRFC 
meeting, review and discus-
sion of the recommendations 
from the commercial Hook & 
Line Work Group, updates on 
ASMFC items, a discussion on 
bowfishing for cow nose rays 
and a preview of items for the 
September PRFC meeting.

IRVINGTON—The town 
council will begin discus-
sions on updates to the five-
year comprehensive plan at 
7:30 p.m. July 9 in the Irving-
ton Town Hall, 235 Steamboat 
Road, Irvington

Council also will hold a 
closed session on acquisition 
of property.

K I L M A R N O C K —T h e 

commission will meet 
Monday, July 13, to discuss 
regulations to restrict tempo-
rary food establishments in the 
Steptoe’s overlay district.

The commission will meet 
at 6 p.m. in the Town Hall, 1 
North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock.

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
school board will meet at 
6:30 p.m. Monday, July 13, at 
Lancaster Middle School, 191 
School Street, Kilmarnock.

Items on the agenda include 
primary school lunch price 
increases, the Community Eli-
gibility Provision, a compre-
hensive evaluation for instruc-
tional resource professionals’ 
performance report, and goal-
setting for student academic 
and program growth.

There will also be closed 
sessions to discuss student, 
personnel, and legal matters.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will con-
duct  six public hearings today, 
July 9. The meeting begins at 5 
p.m. in the Courts Building, 39 
Judicial Place, Heathsville. 

Hearings beginning at 7 p.m. 
will address:

Wireless to construct a com-
munications tower near the 
Bay Motel near Reedville.

Rosalie Maranto to build a sin-
gle-family dwelling within the 
resource protection area along 
Cockrell Creek on Molly’s 
Lane near Fairport.

-
ment to define “brewery/micro-
brewery/distillery” within the 
code and allow it within certain 
zoning districts.

golf carts in the Northumber-
land Shores subdivision.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school 
board will hear routine 
reports at 6 p.m. at its monthly 
meeting Monday, July 13, at 
the school board office, 2172 
Northumberland Highway, 
Lottsburg. 

The board will consider a 
request from Shiloh Baptist 
Church to use a bus. 

WHITE STONE—There 
will be a management 
team meeting at the White 
Stone Town Office, 433 Rap-
pahannock Drive, White Stone, 
from 4 to 6 p.m. today, July 9.

The meeting is one of seven 
requirements for a Commu-
nity Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) planning grant appli-
cation, which is due to the state 
by July 17. 

The management team will 
discuss a downtown revital-
ization project and comments 
resulting from a visioning 
session two weeks ago, where 
business owners and stake-
holders shared their thoughts 
on revitalizing the commercial 
center of town.

The Agenda
Local Government News

allow the county to send EMS 
personnel fingerprints directly 
to Virginia State Police.

school bus cameras. 

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RappRecord.com

Dead l ine:  Tuesday  a t  noon
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Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers seeks information 
regarding items missing 
from a boat, as well as a 
missing boat. 

On July 4, Lancaster 
County deputies responded 
to a call at 47 Mad Calf 
Lane, Irvington. The prop-
erty owner advised them 
of items taken from a boat. 
The missing items include 
a Furuno GPS, Furuno fish/
depth finder, Uniden fixed 
mounted GPS, a Sea Ranger 
hand-held radio, Uniden 
hand-held portable radio and 
a pair of binoculars. 

On July 5, officers 
responded to 423 Greentown 
Road, Weems, and took a 
report of a missing jon boat, 
described as a metal 12-foot-
long boat, with an outboard 
motor. The brand is Lowe 
with registration number 
VA4719BM. The boat was 
last seen on June 13. 

Report related informa-
tion to Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers at 462-7463.

You will not have to 
appear in court or give your 
name. If your information is 
useful to law enforcement, 
you could receive a reward 
up to $1,000.

CRIME 
SOLVERS

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

YARD SALE!
Saturday, July 11th

7am ‘til Noon
Bethel-Emmanuel United Methodist Men’s Building

Rt. 201 South in Lively, VA

Furniture, appliances, electronics, cooking utensils, 
pots & pans, dishes, household items, tools, sporting goods, 

linens, pictures, books & bicycles. Food available, 
coffee, pastry, cold drinks and much more . . .

Proceeds are shared with youth programs, 
local charities, volunteer services, churches & the needy. 

Lancaster County Sher-
 this 

week reported charges against 
seven individuals.
Felonies

Philip L. Hayden Jr., 29, of 
Warsaw was charged June 30 
with felony probation violation in 
an Essex County case.

 Ian A. Perkins, 24, of Dog-
wood Lane was charged July 1 
with felony probation violation in 
a Middlesex County case.

Thomas M. Blackwell, 55, of 
Richmond was charged July 7 
with felony violation of probation 
in a Lancaster County case.
Misdemeanors

A Newport News man, 53, was 
charged June 29 with contempt 
of court.

A Jeffery Avenue man, 29, was 
charged June 29 with violation of 
a protective order in a Northum-
berland County case.

A Levelfields Lane woman, 
33, was charged July 2 with con-
tempt of court.

A Dilvers Road man, 42, was 
charged July 3 with domestic 
assault and battery. 
Activity report

June 29: Staff responded to a 
telephone request for informa-
tion about a domestic property 
dispute; received a complaint of 
violation of a protective order, to 
a suspicious person complaint in 
the 900 block of Ottoman Ferry 
Road, and to a suspicious persons 
complaint in the 1000 block of 
Windmill Point Road (subjects 
were removing abandoned vehi-
cles with permission of the prop-
erty owner).

June 30: Staff responded to Pond Park for a 
fight call, several 15-17 year olds involved (Emer-
gency Medical Services dispatched for one injury), 
with Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) to a lar-
ceny call on Venable Avenue (report taken by KPD), 
to a disorderly conduct/domestic disturbance in the 
700 block of Rappahannock Drive, with KPD to a 
domestic disturbance on Dogwood Lane, with KPD 
to a fight call on Fox Hill Drive, to the 5000 block of 
Mary Ball Road for a larceny call (theft of a mail-
box reported; item found to have been struck by a 
vehicle), to a larceny complaint on Thrasher Court 
(BB gun taken from a juvenile), and to a noise vio-
lation complaint on Flats Lane; received a walk-in 
complaint of juvenile misbehavior (related to BB 
gun incident reported above); and checked on the 
well-being of a juvenile on Little Bay Road at the 
request of a concerned parent (juvenile returned 
home with the parent).

July 1: Staff discovered an open door to a 
Kilmarnock area business during routine late night 
building checks (no criminal incident); notified the 
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) of 
a downed tree blocking part of Moran Creek Road; 
received a complaint of a low flying aircraft in the 
area of Millenbeck Prong Road (possible crop dust-
ing), a walk-in complaint of repeated loitering and 
noise violations on Flats Lane, a stalking complaint 
from an employee of a Lively area business (harass-
ing/threatening calls by former employees and their 
respective family members), a larceny report from 
the 2200 block of River Road (Dayton Quadra 
SE tier P215/70R15, and wheel; $100 loss), and a 
walk-in complaint of illegal dumping in the 9700 
block of Mary Ball Road; responded to a complaint 
of utility trailers interfering with traffic on Moran 
Creek Road (trailers were removed by the owner), 
to a complaint of a suspicious vehicle at Hartswell 
Baptist Church on numerous occasions (subject is 
member of the church, uses the location to obtain 
cellphone service signal), to an unauthorized use of 
a vehicle complaint on Devils Bottom Road (civil 
incident between owner and person contracted to 
repair the vehicle) and to a possible burglary in 
progress/prowlers behind a Lively area business (no 
burglary or attempt involved; subjects were gone on 
arrival); attempted to intercept a reported reckless 
driver of a motorcycle in the White Stone area; and 
checked on the well-being of a Keep Safe program 
participant after prearranged telephone contact 
could not be made (no emergency services needed). 

July 2: Staff discovered an unsecured door to a 
White Stone area business during routine late night 
building checks (no criminal incident); received a 
walk-in report of identity theft to obtain credit (case 
under investigation); responded to Ocran Road on 
a motorist’s report of a wheelchair-bound person 
believed to be in need of assistance, with KPD 
to North Main Street on a report of a 17-year-old 
jumping out of a vehicle and threatening harm to 
himself; with KPD to a fight call involving a parent 
and child on Dilvers Road, to a domestic distur-
bance on Gaskins Road, and to a suspicious vehicle 
complaint on Peake Road.

July 3: Staff responded to a domestic distur-
bance on Pine Drive, with KPD to assist Virginia 
State Police (VSP) involved with a traffic stop near 
Mary Ball and Fleets Bay Roads (tags reported 
as stolen; vehicle occupied by four persons; VSP 
effected one arrest), to a domestic disturbance on 
Chesapeake Drive, VSP to a single-vehicle traf-
fic crash on Chases Road, to the area of the 13000 
block of Mary Ball Road on a complaint of shots 
fired/noise violation, and to a shots fired/noise vio-
lation complaint in the area of the 1200 block of 
Morattico Road; attempted to intercept a reported 
reckless driver in the Lancaster/Brookvale area; 
notified Game & Inland Fisheries of a report of a 
bald eagle entangled in fishing line on Mariner 
Drive; and received a motorist’s report of a reckless 
driver in the Lancaster/Kilmarnock area. 

July 4: Staff responded to Woods Drive for a vio-
lation of a protective order complaint (complainant 
allowed restrained person to visit), to the 2000 block 
of Black Stump Road on a destruction of property 

complaint (victim declined to 
prosecute), with KPD to a larceny 
call on North Main Street (report 
taken by KPD), to an assault by 
threat (text messaging involved), 
to a domestic disturbance in the 
1900 block of Goodluck Road 
(EMS dispatched for a man 
down on the road), and to a hit 
and run complaint at Windmill 
Point (no damages to complain-
ant’s vehicle); assisted Northum-
berland authorities involved 
in a foot pursuit in the area of 
Glebe Point; notified the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission 
(VMRC) of a reckless boating 
complaint on Myers Creek, and 
VDOT of a downed tree block-
ing Griffins Landing Road; and 
received a larceny report from a 
Mad Calf Lane resident (Furuno 
GPS model GP-30/35, Furuno 
fish finder model FMV- 603, 
Uniden PGS model MC900, Sea 
Ranger hand held radio, Uniden 
hand held radio, Bausch & 
Lomb binoculars; $1,550 loss), 
an assault complaint involving 
a trespasser by boat (complain-
ant declined to provide his/her 
name and contact information), 
and a complaint of theft of crabs 
from a crabpot off of Farley Lane 
(complainant was not available to 
meet with deputy to file report). 

July 5: Staff responded to 
a complaint of tampering with 
a vehicle near Mary Ball and 
Old Salem Roads, to a domestic 
disturbance on Benson Road; 
responded to a mental health 
emergency on Paddock Drive, 
to the area of Clover Lane on a 
walk-in complaint of a person 
cutting down a tree that appears 

to be falling towards the roadway, and to Good-
luck Road on a child custody/visitation complaint; 
received a larceny report from a Greentown Road 
property owner (14 ft. 2004 Lowe jon boat, $600 
loss), and a trespass complaint from a Nugent Lane 
resident; responded to Rappahannock Drive on 
a complaint of violation of terms of a court order 
involving the exchange of child custody for visita-
tion. 

July 6: At about 3 a.m., staff encountered five 
juveniles, ages 8-13, who were walking in the area 
of North Main Street and James Jones Highway 
(juveniles reported having an altercation with others 
and decided to walk home; the deputy transported 
them home and advised an adult family member 
of the situation); received a larceny report of fish-
ing tackle from a boat docked on Carters Creek (2 
Overton life vests, assorted small fishing tackle; 
$60 loss), and an anonymous complaint of speed-
ing in the area of Yankee Point Marina; responded 
with VSP to a two-vehicle traffic crash in the White 
Stone area, to an assault by threat complaint at the 
Merry Point Post Office, with KPD to assist EMS 
on a call on Shamrock Court, and to a trespass com-
plaint and unlawful detainer of personal property on 
Farley Lane.

July 7: Staff responded to a domestic disturbance 
in the 3500 block of Lara Road, to a single-vehicle 
traffic crash on Ocran Road (no crash involved; 
subject drove into the ditch to avoid a deer strike; no 
damages involved); and pursuant to a court order, 
responded to Jones Drive to be present when a sub-
ject recovered personal property. 

The sheriff’s office also conducted 15 traffic stops, 
issued seven summonses, assisted seven motorists, 
reported six deer strike accidents, handled two calls 
for traffic control, investigated 11 building alarms, 
processed four mental health orders, logged seven 
inmate transports, received 16 E911 hangup calls, 
and fielded three calls for animal control services.
Fire calls

The White Stone Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a fire/smoke alarm in the 900 block 
of King Carter Drive, to a traffic crash on Chases 
Road, to a propane gas alarm on York Road and to a 
traffic crash in the White Stone area.

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department 
assisted with EMS calls on Whispering Pines Road 
and Alfonso Road.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a traffic crash on School Street.

Northumberland County Sheriff 
 this week reported charges 

against eight individuals.
Felonies

Linwood Adrian Nall, 19, of Heathsville was 
charged July 1 with breaking and entering and 
grand larceny.

Crystal Victoria Rucker, 50, of Heathsville was 
charged July 2 with grand larceny, on a Lancaster 
County warrant.

Jordon Jacquan, 19, of Heathsville was charged 
July 2 with breaking and entering and grand larceny.

Robert Wayne Dawson II, 27, of Callao was 
charged July 3 with breaking and entering, grand 
larceny and possession of a firearm after being con-
victed of a violent felony.

Darwin Lamar Jackson, 42, of Burgess was 
charged July 5 with unauthorized use of a vehicle, 
driving under the influence of alcohol and driving 
suspended, third offense.
Misdemeanors

A Lancaster County man, 30, was charged by 
Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office June 29 with vio-
lating a protective order, issued in Northumberland 
County.

A Heathsville man, 24, was charged July 3 with 
assault and battery of a family member, injuring a 
telephone with the intent to prevent contacting law 
enforcement and damaging property.

A Reedville man, 37, was charged July 4 with 
driving under the influence of alcohol, driving sus-
pended, third offense, disregard of law enforcement 
command and possession of drug paraphernalia.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

RICHMOND—Preliminary 
reports indicate the 2015 Fourth 
of July holiday weekend expe-
rienced the fewest fatal traf-
fic crashes since 2002. A total 
of four fatal crashes have been 
reported for the three-day holiday 
weekend.

Three drivers and one passen-
ger died in the four crashes that 
occurred between July 3 and July 
5 in the counties of Carroll, Hen-
rico, Pittsylvania and Washing-
ton. The Washington County fatal 
crash claimed the life of a 5-year-
old Houston, Texas, girl. The girl 
was not secured in a booster seat 
at the time of the crash.

 During the holiday weekend, 
Virginia State Police (VSP) par-

ticipated in the annual Opera-
tion Combined Accident Reduc-
tion Effort (C.A.R.E.), a state-
sponsored, national program 
to encourage law enforcement 
agencies to increase visibility 
and traffic enforcement efforts on 
major travel holidays. The opera-
tion was part of the nationwide 
Drive to Save Lives campaign to 
reduce traffic fatalities by 15% 
in 2015 and to increase officer 
safety for those on patrol.

As part of the Operation 
C.A.R.E. enforcement effort, 
VSP troopers arrested 96 
impaired drivers for DUI—an 
increase from the 77 DUI arrests 
made over the July 4 holiday in 
2014.

“Despite the record decrease in 
traffic deaths over this past holi-
day weekend, the fact that DUI 
arrests increased by almost 20% 
is of extreme concern,” said VSP 
Superintendent Col. W. Steven 
Flaherty. “Such an increase 
means 96 individuals made the 
irresponsible and potentially 
deadly decision to drive while 
under the influence of alcohol. 
Those drivers put countless other 
motorists at risk for a crash, 
injury or death.”

In addition to DUI arrests, 
troopers also cited 8,942 speed-
ers, 2,259 reckless drivers, 822 
safety belt violations, 327 child 
safety seat violations and investi-
gated 690 traffic crashes.

RICHMOND—Several new 
traffic laws took effect July 1 
in Virginia. The 2015 General 
Assembly amended state code 
to increase safety provisions for 
traffic management vehicles, 
bicyclists, postal vehicles, and 
refuse-collection vehicles, among 
other initiatives.

Here are a few highlights, 
according to a Virginia Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles press 
release:

management of roadside and 
traffic incidents or perform traf-
fic management services along 
highways may be equipped with 
flashing, blinking, or alternating 
amber warning lights, qualify-
ing these vehicles for Virginia’s 
“Move Over” law. The “Move 
Over” law requires drivers to 
proceed with caution and, if 
reasonable, change lanes when 
approaching stationary emer-
gency vehicles on highways.

mail vehicle displaying a flash-
ing, blinking or alternating amber 
light must proceed with due cau-
tion and maintain a safe speed for 
road conditions. 

non-motorized vehicles are now 
included in the list of vehicles for 
which a motorist can be cited for 
following too closely.

refuse-collection vehicles on 
roadways with less than four 
lanes, the driver must decrease 
his speed by 10 mph below the 
posted speed limit and pass at 
least two feet to the left of the 
vehicle. When passing a station-
ary refuse-collection vehicle on a 
roadway with at least four lanes 
– and at least two lanes intended 
for traffic proceeding in the same 
direction—the driver must pass 
in a lane not adjacent to the vehi-

■ Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol 

and Rifle Club will sponsor 
Refuse To Be A Victim, a crime 
prevention and personal safety 
seminar, from 7 to 9 p.m. July 
22 and 29 at Lancaster Com-
munity Library, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

The seminars will be open 
to the public. The fee is $40. 
Pre-registration is required. To 
register, visit refuse.nra.org/
refuse-to-be-a-victim.aspx, or 
rprclub.com. 

Holiday traffic fatalities drop,
drunken driving arrests increase

New traffic laws took effect July 1
cle and yield the right of way.

yellow lines to pass a pedestrian 
or a device moved by human 
power, including a bicycle, skate-
board or foot scooter, if such 
movement can be made safely.

In addition, a change in the 
law now allows a Virginia resi-
dent convicted in federal court of 
an offense substantially similar 
to Virginia’s DUI laws to peti-
tion the Virginia General Dis-
trict Court in the jurisdiction in 
which he resides for restricted 
driving privileges. Previously, 
only residents convicted of DUI 
in Virginia courts or other states’ 
courts could petition.

A restricted driver’s license 

allows a DUI offender to drive 
for limited purposes, such as 
going to work or church, while 
his license is suspended. In 
Virginia, a conviction of first-
offense DUI is punishable by a 
mandatory fine and a one-year 
license revocation. The instal-
lation of an ignition interlock 
device is a condition of receiving 
a restricted driver’s license. The 
interlock condition has also now 
been extended to Virginia resi-
dents who have been convicted 
of a substantially similar DUI 
offense under the laws of another 
state or the United States. The 
DUI-related changes went into 
effect immediately after passage 
earlier this year.

NEWS 
BREAK
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Zoom, zoom goes the ACCA Temple Shriners mini car club.

Norwood Thomas Jr. of 
the 101st Airborne is the 
honored guest. 

wait for Irvington’s 4th of July Hometown 
Parade to begin last Friday. They were 
visiting their grandparents in White Stone. 

Grand marshal Frances Simmons of 
Irvington waves to parade participants 

Carter Drive. 

Walters enjoy the parade.

Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Patriotism on parade in Irvington

More parade photo coverage appears at RRecord.com.
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SHOP LOCAL  |  THINK LOCAL FIRST

Remodeling Projects
Planning a home remodeling project can be a stressful 

experience. Why exacerbate that tension by relying 
on out-of-area distributors for your materials? 

Before your project gets 
started, be sure to include local 
companies in your search for 
building materials, design 
pieces or custom furniture. 

Local shop owners are 
always looking to add more 
business and projects and can 
be just as talented and stocked 
as major manufacturers. 
Instead of opting for the big 
box store for lumber, for exam-
ple, you probably have a fami-
ly-run operation in your neck 
of the woods that sells the 
same type of wood for compa-
rable prices. 

We’ve already discussed the 
financial impact that shopping 
locally can have on your com-
munity. In this case, it also can 
help you take more pride in 
your remodeling project know-
ing your lumber came from 
right down the road. 

CARBON 
FOOTPRINT 

Shopping local businesses 
can help you greatly reduce 
your remodel’s carbon foot-
print. By choosing nearby 
companies for materials, 
you’re cutting down on the 
energy required for delivery. 

If sustainable flooring has 
to be shipped from China, is 
that really contributing to the 
“going green” movement? 
Check close to home first to 

help lessen your remodel’s 
impact on the environment. 

RAPID ORDER 
TURNAROUND

No more waiting weeks for 
far-away manufacturers to 

ship your remodeling materi-
als. Shopping locally means 
you can get your custom 
glass, doors, shower frames, 
mirrors or furniture in a 
quicker time frame. 

Many local shops will cut 
the middleman out of the 
process to help expedite order 

turnarounds, meaning you’ll 
receive your orders days to 
weeks faster. 

TRULY CUSTOM
Working one on one with a 

local design consultant means 
you can make something truly 

all your own. You can be 
proud to show off your new 
remodeling features knowing 
that no one else in the world 
has something quite like it. 

Small companies can offer 
this individualized attention 
to complement their crafts-
manship and skill.

© FOTOLIA

Natalie Tilton enjoys a watermelon after successfully 
causing it to explode by wrapping it in rubber bands. Tilton 

July 4, for the annual Independence Day Parade.

Parade grand marshal Brandon 
Haynie greets the crowd from his 
throne.

The Northumberland High School dance team puts on a show.

Uncle Sam and Lady Liberty ride into town on a Farmall Cub.

Photos by Renss Greene

Freedom rings in Reedville

More parade photo coverage appears at RRecord.com.

A reminder from your LOCAL newspaper.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

At times the advance of modern technol-
ogy has left us without having a basis 

or grounding for interactions with our fellow 
human beings. We no longer know many of 
the service providers whose predecessors usu-
ally were more than mere facilitators, having 
become friends to those they served. This past 
week I have been reflecting on that change 
after I learned of the death of Ron Cox.

Not that many years ago Ron was the local 
photography maven, with his studio behind 
the pharmacy on Church Street in Kilmar-
nock. In that venue he sold film and camera 
equipment, but his specialty was developing 
his customers’ film with a virtual zero turn-
around time. His professional service was 
excellent in every respect, but for many of us 
the best part of dealing with him was being 
part of his circle of customers, all of whom 
were his friends.

Because of his outstanding level of service, 
Ron’s corner quickly came to have the edge on 
the film developing market in the lower North-
ern Neck. He was as well versed in all the hap-

penings around town as he was about national 
and global happenings. When he finished a job 
for a customer, he would call to say the pic-
tures were ready, a typical aspect of the way he 
provided his unique level of personal service. 

Dropping off film or collecting his finished 
products came with the added bonus of meet-
ing other folks in his studio or simply chat-
ting with Ron. He never was in a hurry, and 
acted as if he had all the time in the world for 
each and every customer. His pithy comments 
about the changing scene in Kilmarnock were 

not to be missed. 
In writing projects where I needed photog-

raphy, I uniformly turned to Ron, and his con-
tribution greatly enhanced whatever I had put 
to paper. Each time I gave him credit in the 
acknowledgements, for which he expressed 
his appreciation, although I was the one need-
ing to be grateful to him.

As the years passed and competition came 
with the chain drug stores offering same-day 
developing, Ron found he no longer could 
remain in the market, and to the dismay of 
many he closed his shop. When his sign came 
down, an era was gone. 

Challenged to find a different career, Ron 
went over to Burgess to work at the Home 
Center, where he quickly learned literally the 
“nuts and bolts” of a trade that was new to 
him. There once again his engaging person-
ality could shine forth in meeting the public, 
making fresh acquaintances and carrying on 
his defining conversations. 

Although he was of slim build, and meticu-
lously neat in his personal appearance indica-

tive of the proper care he took of himself, 
Ron experienced heart problems for which he 
underwent surgery, thereafter making a good 
recovery. Later, he developed cancer, which 
proved to be his final illness, claiming his life 
at the youthful age of 62. He was a practical 
person, who maintained a cheerful outlook on 
life, always anticipating better days ahead. I 
miss the personal quality that was his hallmark 
in dealing with the public, one of the quint-
essential attributes of authentic small-town 
living.

Often we categorize people as givers and 
takers, contributors and recipients, activ-
ists and passivists. Ron was clearly a giver, 
making sure his customers received the last 
full measure of his ability. He was a contribu-
tor, ever ready to work for the good of all. He 
was an activist in looking ahead to anticipate 
the future with resolution and fortitude. Most 
of all, he truly was a nice person, a gentleman 
in every respect.

Ronald Burnette Cox, March 12, 1953 – 
June 26, 2015. R.I.P.

Because of his outstanding 
level of service, Ron’s corner 
quickly came to have the 
edge on the film developing 
market in the lower North-
ern Neck.

Focal Point

Photo by Janet Pawlukiewicz

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

At a neighborhood discus-
sion, internet service occu-
pied first place. Most every-
one has internet—by satel-
lite, by wireless, or telephone 
provider. But universally, 
nobody had high speed. On 
good days, reported speeds 
were in the 0.5 to 1.2 mega-
byte range. As such, video 
streaming and serious office 
work is problematic.

Does high speed matter? 
A recent Wall Street Jour-
nal article provides insight. 
“More house buyers are 
choosing where to live 
based on the availability of 
high-speed networks.”  One 
buyer opined: “We wouldn’t 
choose a house that didn’t 
have electricity, and [high 
speed] is right on par with 
those things.”  “Real estate 
agents across the country say 
buyers are turning up their 
noses at homes without fast 
internet.” And, a recent uni-
versity study reported that 
access to [high-speed] could 
add $11,815 to the value of a 
$439,000 house.  

One provider offers some 
high-speed service in Lan-
caster and Northumberland, 
but access is often out of 
reach. For example, the same 
provider ran cable to the 
entrance of our neighbor-
hood and then bypassed it. 
As to why, the provider indi-
cated a willingness to extend 
the cable at an upfront cost 
of $12,000 per house.

There are other means to 
provide robust internet ser-

Advantages 
of high-speed 
internet

vice. Local officials can 
organize a cooperative like 
the past rural electric coop-
eratives. Such efforts are 
under way in other parts of 
the country. Federal and state 
grants and low-cost loans 
can help. All that is needed 
is the political will to aggres-
sively move forward.

Some may be satisfied 
with their service, but, if you 
want children and grandchil-
dren to visit more often… 
they may well choose vaca-
tion places based on avail-
ability of high-speed. If you 
do not want children to be 
disadvantaged in school, 
they need high-speed. And, 
if you want the best price for 
your house, high-speed inter-
net provides a real edge.

I wrote Pope Francis 
regarding the recent Encyc-
lical Letter LAUDATO ST, 
primarily concerning global 
climate change. I hope it will 
be the cornerstone of global 
review, discussion and nego-
tiation among people of all 
religions, nationalities and 
political persuasions.

In part, the letter stated, I 
am a member of the North-
ern Neck Chapter of the 
nationwide Citizens’ Climate 
Change Lobby (CCL). The 
CCL is a private organization 
in the U.S. working to edu-
cate the people and the Con-
gress of the ecological dan-
gers associated with climate 
change and to push for a pri-
marily legislative solution. 

Responding to the 
Encyclical Letter

We are a bipartisan group 
which includes members 
with scientific, engineering, 
medical and business back-
grounds.

Our organization is in con-
cert with your assessment 
that the controllable causes 
of climate change are attrib-
utable primarily to human 
activity. We are attempting 
to convince congressmen and 
senators to adopt what we call 
Carbon Free and Dividend 
legislation as the preferred 
method to reduce greenhouse 
emissions and mitigate cli-
mate change.

It would place a per unit 
price on the approximately 
3,000 providers of fossil fuel 
energy.The rate would be 
increased each year.

We are convinced that our 
Internal Revenue Service can 
bill and collect the fees and 
distribute the proceeds to all 
American citizens.

This approach will bring 
the market price of fossil 
fuels more in line with their 
true costs to society.

The dividend fees would 
help offset any consumer 
price increases the energy 
providers might charge. Once 
these measures are imple-
mented and enforced, we are 
willing to let the open market 
decide the proper mix of 
energy sources for reducing 
greenhouse gasses.

We hope that virtually 
everyone will read and under-
stand the Encyclical, and that 
it will be used as a guide for 
mitigating the destructive 
and lethal forces of climate 
change throughout the world. 

YOUR LETTERS

We must stop paying atten-
tion to deliberate disinforma-
tion and either ignore it or 
respond with objections and 
corrections.

Contrary arguments to the 
reality of dangerous climate 
change have been repeatedly 
shown to be false or mis-
leading. Claims that climate 
change is a hoax, or a conspir-
acy, or that climate scientists 
have deceived the public, is an 
inversion of the truth.

Climate change denial is the 
propaganda. 98% of scientists 
agree climate change is hap-
pening; the remaining 2% are 
not active in peer-reviewed sci-
ence.

The peer-reviewed evidence 
is overwhelming. Just look at 
the climate change policy state-
ments of the major scientific 
and religious organizations of 
the world including our own 
National Academy of Science, 
the Royal Academy, the Pope’s 
Encyclical and Protestant and 
other religions.

The time for skepticism 
about climate change has 
passed. There are many well-
documented incidents of the 
same persons who defended 
the tobacco industry now 
leading the climate denier 
charge, funded by special inter-
ests from the fossil fuel indus-
try.

Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
presents the issue clearly; he is 
reported to have said:  “Every-
one is entitled to his own opin-
ion, but not his own facts.” It 
is time to focus on adaptation 
plans and funding, on mitiga-
tion plans to reduce carbon 
emissions and appropriate uses 
of the revenues from putting a 
price on carbon.

Disinformation

On Sunday, July 5, at 3:20 
p.m., a friend who visited 
me over the 4th of July, was 
pulled over by a Virginia State 
Trooper in the westbound lane 
of Route 3 outside Warsaw. The 
officer said the violation was 
“failure to yield to a stationary 
emergency vehicle.” Va. Code, 
Section 46.2-921.1. Informed 
she could have a ticket issued 
to pay by calling a toll free 
number on Monday or accept 
a Richmond County court date 
sometime in October, she took 
the ticket—cost $160. 

She was informed she 
should know Virginia laws if 
she was traveling in Virginia 
and should have moved into the 
left most lane of the 55 MPH 
highway. She told the trooper 
she did slow down (he assured 
her she was not speeding) but 
could not move to the left lane 
as another vehicle was travel-
ing in the left lane, preventing 
her from moving into that lane. 
The trooper acknowledged 
this fact, but insisted she was 
to move to the other lane or 
come to a complete stop for the 
safety of police officers.

46.2-921.1 actually reads: 
“yield the right-of-way by 
making a lane change into a 

‘Y’all come
back now!’

lane not adjacent to the sta-
tionary vehicle or if changing 
lanes would be unreasonable or 
unsafe, proceed with due cau-
tion and maintain a safe speed 
for highway conditions.”

At this same time three 
other drivers were also pulled 
over. All four vehicles were 
from out of state. Is it justly 
serving public safety that Vir-
ginia State Troopers pull over 
and ticket out-of-state drivers 
and issue summons for how 
they interpret Virginia state 
law? Treating any motorist 
with such disrespect is unac-
ceptable.

For the past 20 years, I’ve 
enjoyed the Reedville July 4th 
Celebration: The Reedville 
Fishermen’s Museum activi-
ties, the 5-K race, the fire-
works and the parade.

I still enjoy everything but 
the parade. Actually, I still 

Ears ringing
from parade

enjoy the part of the parade 
that doesn’t include loud 
horns and sirens.

For reasons that I don’t 
understand, the large trucks 
in general, but especially the 
firetrucks and emergency 
medical vehicles seem to feel 
obligated to sound their loud 
horns and sirens along the 
parade route. It isn’t as though 
the crowd standing from 10 
to 20 feet away can’t notice 
them without the ear-splitting 
noise.

As a person who is already 
hearing impaired and on the 
behalf of those who would 
prefer not to become hear-
ing impaired, I respectfully 
request that parade organizers 
forbid use of sirens and loud 
horns along the parade routes.

You would think that the 
EMT personnel would know 
better. Besides, I can assure 
you the parade isn’t enhanced 
for the people whose ears are 
still ringing hours after the 
parade.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

We, as Americans, consis-
tently recognize the con-

tributions of the many Virgin-
ians who played critical roles 
in the founding of our nation, 
from George Washington and 
Thomas Jefferson to James 
Madison, the “Father of the 
Constitution.” It is the example 
these historical Virginians set 
and the direction of this gov-
erning document that guide me 
each and every day as I serve 
the First District in Congress.

The Constitution was a 
major consideration of mine 
as Congress recently debated 
legislation known as the Trade 
Promotion Authority (TPA), 
a process in which Congress 
facilitates the development of 
a trade agreement with for-
eign nations by granting the 
president authority to enter 
into trade negotiations and set-
ting negotiating objectives for 
those discussions. In short, the 
idea is that Congress informs 
the Executive Branch of what 
it wants to see in any trade 
agreement, and with these pri-
orities in mind, the president’s 
trade representatives then go 
and negotiate with foreign 
nations. Eventually, Congress 
takes an up-or-down vote on 
the final agreement before it 
can be approved.

TPA is a long-term author-
ity that will certainly extend 
to future presidents, and I 
thoroughly studied the trade 
directives set within the bill. 
My analysis centered on a 
few overarching questions: 
Do these directives stand to 
benefit the American people 
and our nation’s economy? 
Do the directives enable the 
U.S. to negotiate from a posi-
tion of power? Or, on the 
other hand, are they weak and 
vague, allowing negotiators to 
conveniently leave out provi-
sions that are important to 
industries in Virginia, solely 
for the sake of finalizing a deal 

more quickly? After a sub-
stantive review, I decided that 
this particular bill was not a 
responsible way to bring about 
a beneficial trade agreement, 
and I voted against it.

To be clear, I also had 
concerns about the potential 
implications of Congress 
ceding so much authority to 
the president. And in the days 
and weeks leading up to the 
vote on TPA, a significant 
number of Virginians con-
tacted me to express the same 
concerns, arguing that TPA 
would weaken the vital role 
that Congress plays in the 
system of checks and balances 
designed by our founding 
fathers. Too many industries 
in Virginia will be affected by 
the terms of any future trade 
deals, and I am skeptical of the 
current administration’s ability 
to negotiate a beneficial agree-
ment.

In the end, TPA was passed 
by the House and Senate. I 
do support smart free trade 
agreements, and I believe 
that lowering trade barriers 
effectively is a critical element 
of growing our economy. As 
the White House negotiates 
this trade deal, I will fight to 
make sure that the voices of 
Virginians are heard and that 
the economic interests of our 
Commonwealth and nation are 
protected.

The government that our 
early Virginians helped to 
establish is dependent on a 
healthy discourse between the 
public and its elected repre-
sentatives. I truly appreciate 
the substantial feedback I’ve 
received from so many of you 
on this issue. I’m honored 
to represent a region where 
citizens are so engaged in the 
legislative process, and I hope 
you will all continue to stay in 
touch.

I can be reached at 202-225-
4261, or wittman.house.gov.
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FROM THE

POTOMAC RIVER

TO THE YORK RIVER

A FREE GUIDE TO THE

NORTHERN NECK AND

MIDDLE PENINSULA

Advertise 
in the August Rivah!

On newsstands July 30
SUPER SAVINGS by advertising 

in more than one issue!

Advertising Deadline: July 15
Call the Rappahannock Record

 at 435-1701 
or the Southside Sentinel

at 758-2328
soon for more information!

Do you Remember?

(Reprints from the June 25,1905, issue of 
the Virginia Citizen)

Summer schedule for Rappahannock river 
route will go into effect June 30th.   Among 
other changes there will be two trips a week 
to Norfolk, the Essex going through to Fred-
ericksburg. The Caroline will be discontin-
ued for a while, making her last trip from 
Fredericksburg June 27.

Weems officers used ordinary citizens, but 
now from assistant purser up to captain they 
are bedecked with handsome gold-laced uni-
forms—each a thing of beauty, if not a joy 
forever. The ladies can proceed to take notice 
of the magnificence of the M, D & V officers 
to date.

Oystering was bad, trap-fishing was bad 
and the menhaden season opened with little 
promise, but last week the Chesapeake fleet 
caught millions of menhaden. No one can 
tell what the summer will bring forth. With 
warm nights and calm weather the fleet will, 
in every probability, do well. Severe condi-
tions will bring disaster.

A big time is advertised for Fleeton on the 
fourth of July. The Reedville and Kilmarnock 
baseball teams will play two games of ball, besides 
other attractions. There will be a meeting of the 
Westmoreland Game Association at Montross on 
June 26, court day.  All persons interested in the 
protection of the game are invited to attend.

Frank O. Newbill was in Tappahannock yes-
terday on legal matters.

Ray Simmons, of Dunton’s Mill, is visiting 
Lee and Perry Simmons.

Messrs. Griffith and Hammonds are painting 
W. McD. Lee’s residence.

Messrs. Conellee and Lowery were here this 
week overhauling the telephone lines.

Dr. John Turner, of Baltimore, a native of 
Irvington, has been selected a member of the 
National Geographic Society, Washington.

Children’s Day exercises at the Baptist church 
here last Sunday night was a very entertaining 
affair.

Ice Cream every Saturday at Smith’s Drug 
store, Irvington.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of 
the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

The list of summer’s simple 
pleasures is long. There is one 
perennial favorite. To-ma-to, 
to-mah-to.

Our lives would be less with-
out it. Debate the definition of 
fruit vs. vegetable and cast off 
the Supreme Court ruling of 
1893. Embrace the food poli-
tics of the incorrect by lather-
ing white bread with mayon-
naise and dropping a thick cut 
of Big Boy with a sprinkle of 
salt and pepper. 

To my palate homegrown 
tomatoes are priceless. But let’s 
put a number on it: Tomatoes in 
America are a $2 billion busi-
ness in farm cash receipts. We 
love tomatoes, we love money. 
What if both went away? 

There is a real and pres-
ent danger from an insect so 
insidious, it is invading conti-
nents, destroying native tomato 
crops. It is a danger so real the 
U.S. government is waging a 
multi-staged war on multiple 

Tomato terrorism: The big fight against a tiny predator
by Batt Humphreys

fronts to keep the insect known 
as Tuta absoluta from invading 
America. 

“The United States is very 
worried,” says Muni Muniap-
pan, the director of the Vir-
ginia Tech-led Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) Innova-
tion Lab. He’s made the fight 
against this invasive pest his 
personal crusade. “T. absoluta 

is spreading and decimating 
tomato crops in Africa, India, 
Senegal, Europe, Asia...” 

His list of countries and con-
tinents under assault continues. 
In fact of the seven continents, 
the insect known as the tomato 
leafminer is moving across 
four with the speed of a Panzer 
division through Poland. Of 
the other three, Antarctica is 

safe, for obvious reasons, Aus-
tralia and North America are 
engaged in both defensive and 
offensive tactics. 

Lest you think this is just 
bother over a moth, the USDA’s 
topline on T. absoluta reads 
like a Cold War preamble to a 
Defcon 2 alert: Any new detec-
tion may require the establish-
ment of an Incident Command 
System to facilitate emergency 
management. This document 
is meant to provide the neces-
sary information to launch a 
response to a detection of the 
tomato leafminer.

Whoa. 
“We’ve issued a federal 

order to keep it out of the 
U.S.,” says Devaiah Muru-
vanda, the senior risk manager 
for the USDA. “We’ve initiated 
a systems approach with more 
than one measure in place to 
combat T. absoluta.” He’s taken 
the aggressive approach one 
step further – he’s banned sci-
entists from even bringing the 
pest into the U.S. for research. 

“I will not allow them in,” 
Devaiah says emphatically. 

Think about that. In govern-
ment and private laboratories 
across the country, research 
and experiments exist on some 
of the most pathological bacte-
ria and viruses known to man; 
botulism, anthrax, ebola – but 
not T. absoluta. 

“The threat of Tuta absoluta 
for North America is very real 
– and very close, as the pest 
has been found in Costa Rica 
in 2014,” says Abbey Powell 
with the USDA. “There are 
huge trade issues associated 
with this pest threat.” 

Trade involves imported 
tomatoes. Some countries 
are completely banned from 
exporting to the U.S. Others 
export only fruit with all stems 
and leaves removed. That is 
where the moth can hide. The 
import trade requires one level 

of vigilance, inspections of 
foreign packing, shipping and 
storage facilities. The same 
occurs at U.S. ports. 

Is it time to pull out Dante 
and “Abandon all Hope” as we 
enter tomato season? 

Not yet. Muniappan with his 
USAID-funded research and 
Muruvanda at the USDA know 
things about T. absoluta that 
they can’t confess. But Muru-
vanda grows his own tomatoes 
at home. “Do I worry? Not 
about my garden. I think we 
have good tactics against the 
tomato leafminer. But when 
I’m in Home Depot buying my 
plants, I look at the tags to see 
where they came from.”

Semper vigilantis. Enjoy 
your summer tomatoes. 

Batt Humphreys (@batthum-
phreys) is a freelance writer 
living in South Carolina and 
Virginia.

Sen. Mark Warner and Sen. Tim Kaine 
last week praised the June 2 announce-
ment by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) that the Pamunkey tribe will be 
granted federal recognition.

Since serving as governors of Virginia, 
Warner and Kaine have been strong 
supporters of the Virginia Indian tribes’ 
efforts to gain federal recognition.

“I congratulate the Pamunkey Indian 
Tribe on finally receiving this long-
overdue federal recognition,” said Sen. 
Warner. 

“This historic milestone also reminds 
us of the work that remains before us to 
correct the injustices committed against 
Virginia Indian tribes,” he continued. 
“Sen. Kaine and I will keep urging our 
colleagues in the Senate to pass our leg-
islation to ensure that the Chickahominy 
Indian Tribe, the Chickahominy Indian 
Tribe-Eastern Division, the Upper Mat-
taponi Tribe, the Rappahannock Tribe, 
the Monacan Indian Nation, and the Nan-
semond Indian Tribe also get the federal 
recognition that they deserve.”

 “I’m thrilled the Pamunkey will 
finally receive the federal recognition 
they deserve,” said Sen. Kaine, who sub-
mitted comments to the BIA in October 
calling for greater flexibility in the fed-
eral recognition process.

“Federal recognition both honors 
the Pamunkey’s identity and makes its 
members eligible for well-earned ben-
efits including housing, education and 
health-care funding,” he continuied. “The 

Pamunkey are the first Virginia Indian 
tribe to receive federal recognition, over 
400 years after making contact with the 
first European settlers. Despite the inte-
gral role the tribes played in American 
history and the unique cultures they have 
continued to maintain for thousands of 
years, they have faced barriers to recog-
nition due to extraordinary circumstances 
out of their control.

“Today’s announcement is an impor-
tant step toward righting this historical 
wrong, and I’m optimistic that the fed-
eral government’s decision to recognize 
the Pamunkey will spur Congress to act 
on our bill that seeks long-overdue rec-
ognition for six other Virginia tribes, the 
Chickahominy, the Eastern Chickahom-
iny, the Upper Mattaponi, the Rappahan-
nock, the Monacan and the Nansemond.”

“This is a historic day in Virginia. I 
want to congratulate members of the 
Pamunkey tribe on their tireless efforts to 
ensure that they receive the federal rec-
ognition that they deserve,” said Virginia 
Gov. Terry McAuliff, who also sent a 
letter in support to the BIA.

The Pamunkey tribe is one of 11 Vir-
ginia Indian tribes recognized by the 
state and is now one of 566 other feder-
ally recognized tribes across the nation.

There are 203 members of the Virginia 
Pamunkey tribe. Pamunkey families have 
lived in King William County since the 
1600s, and the tribe was one of more 
than 30 that made up the Powhatan para-
mount chiefdom, estimated to total about 

10,000 to 15,000 people at the time of 
British colonization.

The Pamunkey tribe has continuously 
identified as an American Indian body 
since 1900, a crucial element in obtain-
ing federal recognition.

Tribal members provided the BIA with 
governing documents describing their 
governance procedures and member-
ship criteria as well as a list of current 
members who descend from the his-
torical Indian tribe and who are not also 
members of another federally recognized 
tribe.

“I look forward to continuing to work 
with this Administration and our Virginia 
Congressional Delegation to ensure that 
the six other Virginia tribes will soon 
receive the federal recognition that is 
long overdue,” said Gov. McAuliffe.

“I hope this is a positive step in enact-
ing the bipartisan Thomasina E. Jordan 
Indian Tribes of Virginia Federal Recog-
nition Act, legislation that would grant 
federal recognition to six Virginia tribes: 
the Chickahominy, the Eastern Chicka-
hominy, the Upper Mattaponi, the Rap-
pahannock, the Monacan and the Nanse-
mond. These tribes have received official 
recognition from the Commonwealth of 
Virginia but have not yet received federal 
recognition,” he said.

The Thomasina E. Jordan Indian 
Tribes of Virginia Federal Recognition 
Act, cleared its first procedural hurdle 
in March with passage out of the Senate 
Indian Affairs Committee.

Officials praise recognition for the Pamunkey tribe

Peyton Waller Sr. of Wic-
omico Church, a candidate 
for Sheriff of Northumberland 
County, will speak at the 99th 
District Tea Party Meeting 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, July 14, at 
the Upper Lancaster Ruritan 
Center, 3989 White Chapel 
Road, Lively. The meeting is 
open to the public.

Earlier reports indicating the 
meeting would be July 7 were 
in error. 

Tea Party to
meet July 14

Follow us on 
Twitter!

RRecord.com

-

-

The Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion suggests that many people 
with early-onset, often called 
younger-onset, are in their 40s 
and 50s. They estimate around 
200,000 people in the U.S. 
have the disease.

Diagnosing early-onset 
in younger people can be 
challenging because health 
care providers are not look-
ing for Alzheimer’s disease 

in younger people and often 
symptoms are thought to be 
caused by stress.  

The Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion offers 10 warning signs of 
Alzheimer’s:

daily life.

solving problems.

familiar tasks at home, at work 
or at leisure.

place.

visual images and spatial rela-
tionships.

in speaking or writing.

the ability to retrace steps.
-

ment.

social activities.
-

sonality.
If you are experiencing 

memory problems, write down 
what you are experiencing 
and when you seem to have 
difficulty. You may want to 
get in touch with a healthcare 
provider that specializes in 
Alzheimer’s disease. Your local 
Alzheimer’s Association Chap-
ter may be able to provide you 
with additional information. 

For answers to your ques-
tions on aging, visit seniornav-
igator.org.

ANSWERS ON AGING
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Your free gift includes:

Available July 7-26 in-store, online or order toll-free 1-800-743-8730

free 7-piece gift
make it yours with any Clinique purchase of $27 or more

 town.  store. 

Clinique now available only at 

RICHMOND—Key pieces of Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe’s 2015 “New Virginia Economy” leg-
islative agenda are among the nearly 800 pieces 
of legislation effective as of July 1.

For 2015, the McAuliffe administration passed 
150 bills, amounting to a 70% success rate. From 
reforming workforce development and transpor-
tation planning to enhancing economic develop-
ment and standing up for Virginia veterans, the 
governor’s legislative accomplishments represent 
his efforts to lay a foundation for the new Vir-
ginia economy.

“Growing and diversifying Virginia’s economy 
requires smart policy changes that strengthen our 
economic infrastructure and enhance our Com-
monwealth’s standing as the best place to locate 
and grow a business,” said Gov. McAuliffe.

“My administration and I are committed to 
working in a bipartisan way to attract new busi-
nesses, strengthen our education and workforce 
development systems and make this Common-
wealth a place where everyone is welcome to live 
healthy and productive lives,” he continued. “We 
won’t build a new Virginia economy overnight, 
but the laws taking effect today will boost our 
efforts to grow and diversify significantly.”

Highlights of some of the administration’s 
accomplishments include:
Child Care

House Bill 1570/Senate Bill 1168 protects 
Virginia’s children by requiring: any caregiver of 
five or more children to have a state license; fin-
gerprint-based background checks for licensed 
day centers and family day homes; employees 
and volunteers to report if they are convicted of 
a barrier crime or a founded complaint of child 
abuse or neglect; and child day centers and family 
homes that receive state subsidies to comply with 
federal safety and health standards.
Transportation

House Bill 1886 reforms Virginia’s public-pri-
vate transportation partnership program to ensure 
that public dollars are not wasted. It requires a 
finding of public interest before the Virginia 
Department of Transportation or Department 
of Rail and Public Transportation projects may 
move forward as a public-private partnership. It 
also requires VDOT to establish a process for 
identifying high-risk projects and procurement 
processes and guidelines to protect taxpayer dol-
lars.

House Bill 1887 adds transparency and effi-
ciency to the transportation funding process 
by: overhauling the old funding formula to give 
localities more influence over transportation 

projects; requiring the governor to show proper 
cause before removing a Commonwealth Trans-
portation Board member; and increases funding 
for buses, trains, and other transit services.
Veterans

House Bill 2354/Senate Bill 1335 helps Vir-
ginia’s veterans attain an education. This requires 
the Commonwealth’s community colleges to 
award academic credit for completion of military 
training courses that is applicable to the student’s 
degree requirements.

Senate Bill 930 allows members of the Vir-
ginia National Guard and Virginia residents who 
are in the U.S. Armed Forces reserves to receive 
benefits from the Virginia Military Family Relief 
Fund, after they have been on missions in support 
of Virginia civil authorities for over thirty days. 
This law will help Virginia veterans and their 
families cover household expenses while they 
continue to serve the Commonwealth.

Senate Bill 931 extends the definition of vet-
eran in the Code of Virginia to include men and 
women who served in Virginia’s National Guard. 
This change will allow these men and women to 
access much-deserved benefits already available 
to other Virginia veterans.
Commerce & trade

House Bill 1986/Senate Bill 1372, promotes a 
healthy workforce by redirecting $4.5 million in 
funding to support workforce training and estab-
lish a pay for performance program to incentiv-
ize workforce credential attainment. The law also 
requires each local workforce board to allocate 
a minimum of 40% of Workforce Innovation 
Opportunity Act (WOIA) adult and dislocated 
worker funds that leads to postsecondary educa-
tion and workforce credentials.

House Bill 1822/Senate Bill 1024 promotes 
apprenticeships in Virginia by consolidating 
agency responsibility for apprenticeships to 
the Department of Labor and Industry. This 
administrative streamlining will make it easier 
for businesses to establish apprenticeships and 
individuals seeking apprenticeship opportuni-
ties.

House Bill 2330/Senate Bill 1440 strengthens 
the Virginia Tobacco Identification and Commu-
nity Revitalization Commission by improving 
management and oversight of the fund so that it 
can continue to create jobs long into the future. 
Specific reforms include requiring a dollar-
for-dollar match from entities receiving grants; 
establishing a public database of grant awards; 
and requiring each project to demonstrate how it 
will lower unemployment.

Gov. McAuliffe’s signature 2015 agenda items took effect on July 1

RICHMOND—Effective 
July 1, drivers for Uber and 
Lyft, called transportation net-
work company (TNC) partners, 
must register personal vehicles 
with the Virginia Department of 
Motor Vehicles (DMV) to con-
tinue uninterrupted operation 
after the state’s new TNC law 
takes effect.

There is no cost to register a 
partner vehicle, according to a 
DMV press release. TNC part-
ners are urged to check with the 
TNC for which they operate to 
determine if it initiates DMV 
registration on their behalf. If 
so, the TNC registration creden-
tials will be mailed to the vehi-
cle owner on file with DMV. 

For all other TNC partners 
who plan to operate in Virginia:

registered in Virginia, a part-
ner can register the vehicle at 
dmvNOW.com. To apply by 

mail, fax or at a Virginia DMV 
customer service center, the 
partner should complete form 
MCS 305A, which is available 
online or at customer service 
centers. The partner will receive 
a TNC registration card and 
license plate decals which will 
replace his vehicle’s current 
Virginia registration.

and registered in Virginia, a 
partner’s application will be 
processed at DMV headquar-
ters. The partner should obtain 
form MCS 305B at dmvNOW.
com, or visit a Virginia DMV 
customer service center. Out-of-
state TNC partners will receive 
a Virginia TNC registration 
card to accompany their home 
state’s registration, as well as a 
TNC decal to place on the exte-
rior of their vehicle’s upper left 
rear window. Out-of-state appli-
cants must have a valid driver’s 

license in their home state and 
must obtain a Virginia safety 
inspection of their vehicle. 

Once DMV has processed a 
TNC registration, the vehicle 
will be allowed to operate on 
a temporary TNC registration 
status for 30 days, allowing suf-
ficient time for the TNC reg-
istration credentials to be dis-
played.

Partners who want to operate 
in Virginia must obtain Virginia 
TNC registration even if their 
vehicles are registered for TNC 
use in another state.  However, 
a TNC partner does not need 
to register his vehicle for TNC 
use in Virginia if he only trav-
els interstate, making trips from 
one state to Virginia or from 
Virginia to another state. If any 
trips originate and end in Vir-
ginia, the partner must have his 
vehicle registered for TNC use 
in Virginia.

Uber, Lyft vehicles must be registered

Some $537,000 for school breakfast programs 
was included in the budget to aid localities in 
pursuing alternative models to expand student 
access to nutritious school breakfasts. This extra 
5 cents per meal will help more schools provide 
breakfast and ensure that our students are ready 
to learn. 

House Bill 1490/Senate Bill 874 offers stu-
dents who fall short of passing a Standards of 
Learning assessment by only a few points the 
option to retake the test. This reform will give 
Virginia’s students the opportunity to improve 
their knowledge base and reduce the anxiety of 
high-stakes testing.

House Bill 1873/Senate Bill 1320 directs the 
Board of Education to take progress and growth 
into account for school accreditation. For the 
first time, schools will be recognized when they 
make significant progress from year to year and 
demonstrate significant growth for a majority of 
students.

House Bill 2373/Senate Bill 1354 requires 
schools to identify newly enrolled students who 
have a parent in the armed services. This legisla-

tion will help direct much-needed resources to 
military members and their families. 

House Bill 1785 makes Virginia’s college 
campuses safer. This legislation requires either 
the campus police force or police agency (with 
which it has established a mutual aid agreement) 
to inform the local Commonwealth Attorney 
within 48 hours of any investigation involving 
a sexual assault on campus or other property 
related to the institution. This law will improve 
coordination among police agencies while bal-
ancing the need to investigate with the victims’ 
wishes.

House Bill 2267/ Senate Bill 1099 creates the 
Virginia Solar Energy Development Authority 
to facilitate and support the development of the 
solar industry and solar-powered facilities in the 
Commonwealth. It will also collaborate with 
higher education institutions and other entities to 
develop Virginia’s solar industry workforce.

House Bill 1950/Senate Bill 1395 incentiv-
izes more renewable energy by increasing the 
cap for net metering from 500 kilowatts to one 
megawatt.


