
IRVINGTON—When Frances Chase Simmons 
rides down King Carter Drive in a convertible 
during the Irvington 4th of July Hometown Parade 
Friday, she will be waving to the crowd as the offi-
cial grand marshal.

Simmons was a key figure in bringing back Irving-
ton’s Chesapeake Academy in 1965, making her 
the perfect selection to lead the processional as the 
school celebrates the 50th anniversary of its rebirth.  

A fourth-generation resident of Lancaster, she 
notes some of the local spots bearing the family 
name, like Chase’s Cove on Carters Creek, named 
after Peter Chase. 

She spent a few years away from the Northern 
Neck when she attended high school in Raleigh, 
N.C., and college at Randolph-Macon Women’s 
College in Lynchburg. Her father, Charles Carter 
Chase, became the county’s first Extension agent.

“I was one of the first waitresses at the Tides Inn,” 
she said.

The first year the Tides Inn opened, she came 
home from college with a group of her sorority 
sisters. The girls slept on the floor of her family’s 
White Stone farm house at night. “We had plenty of 
floor space,” she explained.

But during the day, they headed to the Tides Inn, 
where they waited tables and met boys. 

It was there she met her late husband, attorney C. 
Jackson “Jack” Simmons. He was a college student 

at the time, hanging out at the inn to check out girls 
with his childhood buddy, Billy Rowe. It paid off 
when he captured her heart.

Her career as a medical technician for the Uni-
versity of Virginia Hospital took a back seat when 
she became a wife and mother, supporting her hus-
band as he built a law practice with the late Ammon 
Dunton Sr.

When their children reached school age, she 
became dissatisfied with the quality of education 
in the public schools. Simmons and her husband 
joined forces with Bob Lee and Suzy Stevens and 
Doug and Kit Monroe to bring back Chesapeake 
Academy, which she said had been defunct for 
nearly 50 years.

“Billy Rowe gave us his family home place, on 
the corner of Steamboat and Irvington roads, to use 
as the school. We had a hard time getting enough 

people interested at first because we had to pay three 
teachers,” said Simmons.

The school started with about a dozen students 
in kindergarden through eighth grade. The home’s 
garage served as the locker room. Simmons remem-
bers the first headmistress who drove around in a 
woody station wagon with her Whippet dog. 

“People in Irvington were good to us. They gave 
us free range,” she said.

Among her community activities, Simmons also 
was an active leader and area representative in the 
Garden Club of Virginia. 

She was the silent partner in organizing and 
proofing her husband’s manuscripts when he ven-
tured into authoring two history books. Irvington: 
An Album of Its First Generation Commemorating 
the 100th Anniversary of a Unique Virginia Village, 
1891-1991, took the reader on a history tour through 
1917, and required years of researching archives of 
the town’s defunct newspaper, the Virginia Citizen. 
The second book, Speaking of the Northern Neck, 
delved into local dialects.

Sitting on her front porch with her faithful dog, 
Toffee, at her feet, she reminisces for a few moments 
about the old ferry boats and the difficulty of getting 
to Richmond and Baltimore from places like White 
Stone to Irvington before bridges were built. 

But overall, she believes the biggest change came 
from within. “I think I’ve changed more than life.”

REEDVILLE—Brandon Haynie will serve as 
grand marshal for the annual Reedville Indepen-
dence Day Parade on Saturday. 

Haynie worked for nine years in the boiler room 
at Omega Protein. He’s a 20-year veteran of the 
Fairfields Volunteer Fire Department—a Lifetime 
Member—and 10 years ago he was the second 
person ever to win the department’s Fireman of the 
Year Award.

He almost never misses his daughter’s field 
hockey or softball games, and in his own down 
time he’s an avid car and truck model builder and 
member of 35 online model clubs. These days he 
works as a Walmart greeter, making him one of the 
most recognizable faces in the Northern Neck.

So if he doesn’t talk much about his disability, it’s 
because his life has mostly been about ability.

Hayne, 42, is a lifetime Reedville man. He was 
born in Reedville and never left. Growing up, he 
moved from one house to another, but always with 
a Reedville address. Shortly out of high school, his 
best friend, Chris Jones, a volunteer fireman, con-
vinced him to join the fire department. Haynie hesi-
tated, unsure about joining because of his disability.

When he was learning to walk, his parents 
noticed that something was wrong. He fell too 
often; his balance and coordination were off. Like 
any unwell child he was subjected to a battery of 
tests, and at the end of it, his family knew: He has 

muscular dystrophy.
But Haynie’s father is another Lifetime Member 

of the fire department, and Brandon was well-
known to the department.

“I’ve always wanted to be a fireman since I was a 
kid,” Haynie said.

He was voted in, and his career as a volunteer 
fireman began.

“The department’s been good to everybody,” 
Haynie said. “I wouldn’t have any other one, to be 
honest with you.”

The Fireman of the Year award caught him off 
guard. He almost didn’t go to the banquet, but was 
convinced to go with a bit of subterfuge by other 
fire department members. When he was handed the 
award, he said, it was “just unbelievable.”

“It was a good night,” Haynie recalled. “It’s 
always a good night when you go there, because 
they’re like your brothers. They help you out when 
you need it. If something goes wrong, somebody’s 
always there to help out.”

Of course, Haynie missed a few calls in those 
early days. Like his parents, who both work at 
Omega Protein, he had a job in Omega Protein’s 
boiler room that kept him busy doing hard work, 
sometimes for long hours.

“I was doing stuff at Omega that kind of blew 
people’s minds,” Haynie remembered proudly. “I 
mean, he’s walking with a limp, but he’s climbing 
that steep incline.”

He worked there for nine seasons before the com-
pany let him go because of his declining health, he 
said. In all that time, though, he was walking around 

and doing manual labor. Working at Walmart kept 
him on his feet, too.

“I used to get around pretty good,” he said.
But muscular dystrophy is a degenerative disease, 

and back problems now have Haynie in a motorized 
wheelchair.

Still, he’s got plenty to keep him busy—not least 
his 16-year-old daughter, Katelyn, who plays var-
sity softball and field hockey at Northumberland 
High School. Both now live at his parents’ house, 
where he moved so they could help raise her while 
he was working long hours at Omega.

“I’ve missed out on some stuff when she was 
coming along because of my hours that I worked at 
Omega,” Haynie said. “But now since I don’t work 
at Omega any more, I’ve regained a lot of things 
during her school.”

He seldom misses her games, even if he is a little 
baffled by the rules of field hockey.

“I still don’t understand the game too well,” 
Haynie admitted, laughing. “I mean… it’s getting 
better each year. They blow the whistle like every 
five minutes. I’m like, what’d they do now?”

He keeps close to family, and there will be a lot of 
family at the parade. Relatives will be visiting from 
all over to see him on a float with a canopy built by 
his father.

“We’re going to have a big family gathering,” he 
said.

And then he’ll go home to a house he first moved 
into when he was 5 years old, home in Reedville.
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LANCASTER—The Lancaster 
board of supervisors last Thurs-
day decided against a real estate tax 
increase, 5-0, but compromised on 
elimination of the boat tax, 4-1.

The real estate tax will remain $0.54 
for every $100 of assessed value. After 
county administrator Frank Pleva’s pro-

A group of community leaders 
committed to decreasing cardio-

vascular deaths in Lancaster County 
recently launched an initiative to 
place Automated Electronic Defibril-
lators (AEDs) throughout the county 
to improve response time in the event 
of a sudden cardiac arrest.

The AED is a life-saving device 
that delivers an electronic shock 
intended to restore the heart’s regular 
rhythm, said Bill Shumadine, who 
initiated the program. A victim’s 
chance of survival increases dramati-
cally when an AED is used within 
three to five minutes of sudden car-
diac arrest.

According to the American Heart 

Association, more than 95% of car-
diac arrest victims do not survive 
before reaching a hospital.Trained 
individuals using CPR guidelines of 
providing rapid chest compression 
and use of an AED, if necessary, may 
well be able to reduce that statistic.

“Sudden cardiac arrest is not the 
same as a heart attack,” said Dr. 
David Hughes, a recently retired car-
diologist at Bon Secours Rappahan-
nock General Hospital.

“Sudden cardiac arrest occurs 
unexpectedly and usually without 
warning,” said Dr. Hughes. “With its 
pumping action disrupted, the heart 
cannot pump blood to the brain, 
lungs and other vital organs. Seconds 

later, the victim loses conscious-
ness and has no pulse. Death occurs 
within minutes if treatment is not 
received quickly. Defibrillation is the 
only way to get the heart’s rhythm 
back to normal.”

The ultimate goal of this project is 
to place AEDs with all first respond-
ers as well as in high density public 
places such as schools, churches, 
restaurants, retail establishments and 
financial institutions. Thus far, two 
banks, two churches and a business 
establishment have embraced the 
program, said Shumadine, who was 
involved in placing approximately From left, Chesapeake Bank chief executive officer Jeff Szyperski 

and Bill Shumadine prepare to install an AED device at Chesapeake 
Bank’s main office in Kilmarnock.

Initiative aims to install AED devices in public places countywide

Reedville grand marshal is a lifetime volunteer fireman

Brandon Haynie relaxes at his home in—
as always—Reedville.

The Reedville Independence Day 
Parade will begin at 3 p.m. Sat-
urday, July 4. The parade will be 
held along Main Street. For more 
July 4 activities, see the calendar 
on page B2.

by Renss Greene

Frances Simmons to lead Irvington Hometown Parade

Frances Simmons enjoys a daily swing 
from a tree.  

The Irvington 4th of July Home-
town Parade will begin at 10 a.m. 
Friday, July 3. The line-up begins 
at 9 a.m. near Crockett’s Landing 
and the parade will proceed east 
along King Carter Drive.

Lancaster eliminates personal property tax on boats over five tons

by Audrey Thomasson

by Audrey Thomasson jections of a healthy fund balance at the 
end of the fiscal year on June 30, super-
visors agreed there was no reason to 
raise the real estate tax. 

In a 4 to 1 vote, members also agreed 
to eliminate the boat tax on boats over 
five tons, but kept the current tax of 
$1.52 on boats under five tons. 

Based on 2014 county figures, 
marina owner Bruce Sanders esti-

mated that would amount to a loss of 
some $150,000 for the county’s 300 
registered boats over five tons, leaving 
$250,000 in boat tax revenue from the 
approximately 3,700 smaller boats.

All other personal property taxes 
remain unchanged. The fiscal year 
2015-16 budget of $27.7 million passed 
on a 5-0 vote.

The boat tax was the only budget 

issue that generated a lively debate 
among supervisors. District 5 super-
visor Wally Beauchamp cast the only 
opposing vote, saying it was the most 
difficult issue he’s dealt with while serv-
ing on the board.

“I cannot support total elimination 
of the boat tax,” Beauchamp said. “I 
haven’t found one person who was 
willing to bring their boat to Lancaster 

County with elimination of the tax. A 
car is a necessity; a boat is a luxury.”

He suggested a “wait and watch” of 
Gloucester’s success in attracting boats 
after they eliminated the tax. “Let’s 
review it in spring. If they have an influx 
of boats, then let’s consider it,” he said.

District 2 supervisor Ernest Palin 

BOAT TAXES, continued on page A2

AED DEVICES, continued on page A2
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reviewed some of the public 
hearing comments, such as Joe 
Urban’s statement that Florida 
has no taxes, yet the boats are 
declining there as well. He 
quoted another speaker’s sugges-
tion of zeroing out the tax only 
on boats over five tons. Reading 
from a consultant’s boat owner-
ship survey, Palin noted boat 
ownership declined each year 
from 2006 through 2008.

“We have two choices: Don’t 
reduce the tax or reduce the tax 
on boats over 5 tons,” Palin said. 
“Maybe we should study it for 
five years. If it doesn’t work, 
bring the tax back.”

District 1 supervisor Butch 
Jenkins warned against relying 
on future boards to understand 
the complexities of their deci-
sion.

“There are no guarantees,” 
said District 4 supervisor Wil-
liam Lee. “We’re dealing with 
a lot of unknowns. We have to 
be prudent, too. Compromise 

shows Lancaster County wants 
to do something. I’ve talked 
to boat mechanics. They have 
plenty of work from smaller 
boats.”

Lee said he was not in favor of 
“across-the-board elimination of 
the tax,” but agreed with Beau-
champ that maybe they should 
watch what happens in Glouces-
ter.

“There’s no better time to 
invest in economic develop-
ment,” said District 3 supervisor 
and board chairman Jason Bel-
lows. “The boating industry has 
been stagnant for some time. Its 
time to move forward. I support 
all (boat tax elimination), but at 
least on five ton.”

District 1 supervisor Butch 
Jenkins said the addition of more 
boats to Lancaster would benefit 
all area businesses. “I’m not 
worried about the people who 
are already here; I’m worried 
about the new people. I support 
the reduction.”

WHITE STONE—White 
Stone stakeholders and busi-
ness owners on June 25 gath-
ered at the Town Hall for a 
vision session.

Town manager Pat Frere 
explained that the vision exer-
cise is step three of a seven-
step application process for a 
$30,000 revitalization plan-
ning grant from the Virginia 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development. The 
town recently won a $5,000 
grant from the DHCD to work 
through this application and 
has until July 17 to complete 
all seven steps, which include 
staff, public, and management 
team meetings.

For this session, the town 
brought in facilitator Neil 
Barber, a former head of the 
DHCD. Barber warned that the 
revitalization process is a com-
mitment.

“Your revitalization process 
is not going to happen over-
night,” Barber said. “It’s not 
going to be a six-month kind 
of effort. It’s going to take a 
number of months, and usually 
a number of years.”

Barber then set to work guid-
ing the gathered stakeholders 
in brainstorming those things 
White Stone already has to 
build on.

“You build your economy 
with what the assets are in 
your economy,” Barber said, 
and the town put together a list 
that spanned much of one wall 

1,000 AEDs in the Richmond 
area. Contacts with other area 
establishments are currently 
being made.

“This is such an important 
public service,” said Lancaster 
by the Bay Chamber of Com-
merce president and Rappah-
annock Community College 
Workforce Development coor-
dinator David Valadez. “Having 
these life-saving devices read-
ily available in the event of an 
emergency may not only save 
lives, but it also lets our com-
munity know how much we 
care about the people who live 
and visit here.”

“Implementation of our goal 
will place Lancaster County in 
a unique position among small 
municipalities in the country by 
having trained individuals and 
visible equipment to save lives 
by rapid response to those in 
need,” said Shumadine. “A big 
help to the entire program is 
the involvement of the county. 
Its chief of emergency services, 
Terrence MacGregor, will keep 
track of all AEDs within the 
county and will assist in identi-
fying the most logical locations 
for their placement.”

The organizing group has 
come together united in a 
common theme: “Together, 
Let’s Save Lives.” In addition 

to Shumadine and Dr. Hughes, 
members of the group include 
Ken Bransford, Jimmie Carter, 
Sissy Crowther, B.H. Hubbard, 
Ron Mihills, Doug Monroe, 
Julien Patterson, Mary Kay 
Rotert and Paul Sciacchitano. 
Partner organizations are Bon 
Secours Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital, Lancaster by 
the Bay Chamber, Rappahan-
nock Community College and 
Lancaster County Emergency 
Services. 

The email address is save-
liveslancaster@gmail.com.

LANCASTER—Supervi-
sors last week adopted and 
codified changes to polling 
locations in Districts 3 and 4. 

According to Marilyn 
McGlamary, secretary of 
the county electoral board, 
the changes were made to 
eliminate voter congestion 
at the rescue squad and fire 
houses that could hamper first 
responders and put voter safety 
at risk.  

The changes will affect pre-
cincts 301, 302 and 401.

Precinct 301 voters, who pre-
viously voted at the firehouse 
in White Stone, will now vote 
at White Stone Baptist Church, 
517 Chesapeake Drive, White 
Stone.

Precinct 302 voters, who pre-
viously voted at Grace Church, 
will now vote at Kilmar-
nock Baptist Church, 65 East 

Church Street, Kilmarnock.
Precinct 401 voters, who 

previously voted at the Kilmar-
nock Rescue Squad on Harris 
Road, will now vote at Grace 
Church, 303 South Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

May town elections have also 
been moved for Kilmarnock 
and Irvington. For Kilmarnock, 
the polling place will be Grace 
Church. For Irvington, the 
polling place will be Irvington 
Baptist Church, 53 King Carter 
Drive, Irvington.

The polling place for White 
Stone town elections in May 
will remain the Town Hall, 433 
Rappahannock Drive, White 
Stone.  

In other business, supervi-
sors awarded a contract to 
Radio Communications of Vir-
ginia Inc. to upgrade the emer-
gency communications system 
for the county.

Also, a resolution was 

L A N C A S T E R — J a m e s 
Todd Kessler, 54, pleaded not 
guilty to first degree murder 
and concealment of a body 
during arraignment proceed-
ings Friday in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court. He has 
been charged in the disappear-
ance of Claudine J. Gifford a 
year ago.

A jury trial is scheduled to 
begin at 9 a.m. July 28 in Spot-
sylvania County Circuit Court 
with Judge Harry T. Taliaferro 
presiding. A four-day trial is 
expected.

An unrelated felony assault 
case against Kessler was post-
poned to August 31, when the 
judge will announce a deci-
sion on a request for change of 
venue and set a trial date.

■ Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol 

and Rifle Club will sponsor 
Refuse To Be A Victim, an 
award-winning crime pre-
vention and personal safety 
seminar, from 7 to 9 p.m. July 
22 and 29 at Lancaster Com-
munity Library, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

The seminars will be open 
to the public at a cost of $40, 
which includes all program 
materials and light refresh-
ments. Pre-registration is 
required. To register, visit 
refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-be-a-
victim.aspx, or rprclub.com. 

Kessler pleads 
‘not guilty’ at
arraignment

by Audrey Thomasson

NEWS 
BREAK

by Renss Greene

of the room. The list included 
public water, town leadership, 
bay access, local talent, histori-
cal significance, and positive 
people, among others.

“This is a tremendous list 
that you’ve put forward,” 
Barber said. “You’ve got a tre-
mendous amount of potential 
and a lot of assets to build upon 
here.”

After that, he asked attend-
ees to break into groups and 
write the headlines they’d like 
to see in the Rappahannock 
Record ten years from now. 
The headlines included ideas 
like “Voted most livable com-
munity in Virginia,” “Tech-
nology center opens in White 
Stone,” and “White Stone 

100% occupancy rate.”
Drew Hubbard, who was 

taking notes for her group, 
encapsulated the evening with 
the headline “W.S.—small 
town no more!”

Of course, other members 
of the community, including 
mayor Randy Reeves, were 
quick to add that White Stone 
will always be a small town.

Barber will now go to work 
putting together a vision state-
ment for the town as part of the 
planning grant application.

“The energy and the amount 
of assets that you’ve got that 
have been identified, and the 
direction that you have set for 
yourselves for the future is just 
fantastic,” Barber said.

Supervisors relocate polling places
by Audrey Thomasson adopted giving Dominion Vir-

ginia Power authority to replace 
the transmission line across the 
Rappahannock River, improv-
ing electric power reliability to 
the county. Supervisors added 
a request that the company run 
an underground cable instead 
of installing new towers next to 
the bridge.  

Unanimous approval, 5-0, 
was given to expand exist-
ing structures for Stephen and 
Julie Perkins at 514 Wharton 
Grove Lane, Donald Smith 
of 500 Wharton Grove Lane, 
both in Weems, and Elizabeth 
Jane Baugh at 63 Carlee Road, 
White Stone.

Boat taxes
continued from page A1

AED devices
continued from page A1

The Agenda
Local Government News

WHITE STONE—The town council will meet at 7 p.m. 
tonight, July 2, at the White Stone Town Office, 433 Rappahan-
nock Drive, White Stone. 

Town manager Patrick Frere will report on the application pro-
cess for a proposed downtown revitalization grant. Council has 
been meeting weekly for the past month to prepare the applica-
tion, which is due to the state on July 17.

Council also is awaiting word on a Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) application for a housing rehabilita-
tion project. The state is expected to award grants to towns and 
municipalities by July, said Frere.

Committee chairmen and the chief of police will present 
reports in addition to Frere.
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ett this week reported charges 
against eight   individuals.
Felonies

Terrell L. Gilreath Sr., 43, of 
the 400 block of Gaskins Road 
was charged July 24 with felony 
violation of probation.
Misdemeanors

An Ocran Road man, 34, was 
charged June 23 with domestic 
assault and battery, destruction 
of property, and unlawful use or 
injury to telephone lines.

A Blue Jay Lane man was 
charged June 24 with contempt 
of court.

A Riverwood Drive man, 43, 
was charged June 24 with con-
tempt of court.

An East Church Street man, 
54, was charged June 24 with 
assault and battery.

An Ocran Road woman, 
33, was charged June 24 with 
destruction of property.

A Jones Drive woman, 33, 
was charged June 26 with 
domestic assault and battery.

An Irvington Road man, 44, 
was charged June 27 with viola-
tion of a protective order.

 Staff responded to 
several E911 disconnect calls 
that were determined to origi-
nate from the 2000 block of 
Irvington Road (no emergency 
services needed), and to a tres-
pass by parked vehicle com-
plaint on Old Orchard Drive 
(registered owner known by 
the complainant’s boyfriend; no 
further action taken by the com-
plainant).

 Staff responded 
with the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a juvenile 
behavioral complaint in the 300 
block of East Church Street, 
with KPD to Hatton Avenue 
when a resident was unable to 
get an elderly family member 
with memory loss to return 
to the house, with emergency 
medical services (EMS) to a 
medical emergency on Rappah-
annock Drive, to a domestic dis-
turbance on Ocran Road (arrest 
reported above), to a complaint 
of a person scavenging from a 
dumpster on Methodist Church 
Road, with the White Stone 
Police Department (WSPD) to a 
domestic disturbance on Chesa-
peake Drive, and to a mobile 
domestic disturbance on Weems 
Road (complainant reported 
she left in her vehicle and her 
spouse followed her in his vehi-
cle); notified the game commis-
sion of a complaint of a bear in 
the Devils Bottom Road area 
getting into trash several times 
in the past week (the complain-
ant observed bear tracks), noti-
fied Middlesex authorities of an 
alcohol overdose incident in the 
Deltaville area, and the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission 
and U.S. Coast Guard Milford 
Haven of a reported boater in 
distress off of “Pirates Beach” 
and provided the latitude/lon-
gitude of the person making 
the report; noted traffic was 
delayed for about 15 minutes 
near Mary Ball and Alfonso/
Morattico roads when a tractor 
trailer pulled down a power line 
and utility crews made repairs; 
and received an attempted tele-
phone fraud complaint (com-
plainant reported that the caller 
claimed to be with the U.S. gov-
ernment, and if the complain-
ant sent $199 the caller would 
see to it that the complainant 
would receive $7,500; the caller 
already had the complain-
ant’s driver’s license number; 
no other personal identifying 
information was released; no 
financial loss reported). 

 Staff notified the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation of downed trees inter-
fering with traffic on Devils 
Bottom Road and near Chinns 
Mill; responded with EMS to a 
medical alarm call on Ottoman 
Ferry Road (no emergency ser-
vices needed), to a suspicious 
vehicle complaint near River 
and Slabtown roads, and to an 
animal control complaint in the 
400 block of Corrotoman Drive; 
and received a walk-in com-
plaint of the destruction of prop-
erty (arrest reported above).

 Staff received 
a complaint from Middlesex 
authorities of a reckless driver 
believed to be headed to White 
Stone from the Greys Point area 
(officer in position to intercept; 
vehicle did not come across the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 

The Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers seeks infor-
mation on two individuals.

Dwayne Donte Noel, 
37, is wanted for probation 
violation. He is described 
as a black male with brown 
eyes and black hair. He is 5 
feet 11 inches tall, weighs 
155 pounds and has tattoos 
on his right arm, left arm 
and chest. His last known 
address is 392 Deputy 
Lane, Newport News.

Bibi Bahizi Musafiri, 
43, is wanted for failure to 
appear in Lancaster County 
General District Court. 
She is described as a black 
female with brown eyes and 
black hair. She is 5 feet 5 
inches tall and weighs 145 
pounds. Her last known 
address is 8393 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

Report information on 
the whereabouts of these 
individuals to Lancaster 
County Crime Solvers at 
462-7463. You will not 
have to give your name or 
appear in court. The Crime 
Solvers phone line is not a 
recorded line. 

If law enforcement uses 
your information in an 
arrest, you could receive a 
reward up to $1,000.

LANCASTER AND NORTHUMBERLAND SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME 
SOLVERS

Bridge), and a walk-in complaint 
for a protective order (magistrate 
issued the order, which was 
for a Fairfax County resident); 
attempted to locate a reported 
reckless driver in the area of 
Town Centre Drive and Fox Hill 
Drive; responded to a juvenile 
behavioral complaint on Green-
wood Court, to the area of James 
Lane in an attempt to locate the 
source of an E911 disconnect 
call, to the area of the 5500 block 
of Morattico Road in an attempt 
to locate the source of an E911 
disconnect call, to a complaint of 
a bicyclist interfering with traffic 
on the Norris Bridge (subject’s 
bike broke down), and to a sus-
picious persons complaint on 
Sullavans Road (subjects sought 
shelter from the rain on the 
porch of a vacant house).

 Staff responded 
to Light Street to assist Vir-
ginia State Police (VSP) and 
Northumberland authorities 
on a fight call, to an assault by 
threatening text/voice messages 
to a Millpond Road resident, to 
the Irvington area on a report of 
an unaccompanied 5- to 6-year-
old girl wandering along the 
roadway (child had wandered 
from grandparents’ home, was 
unharmed, and was returned to 
the grandparents), to a traffic 
complaint of a large group of 
motorcyclists interfering with 
traffic near Mary Ball and Old 
Salem roads (motorcycle club 
was holding a fundraiser; all 
vehicles were off the road on 
arrival), to a trespass complaint 
on Washington Street, with KPD 
to an assault and battery incident 
on Roseneath Avenue (EMS 
dispatched at the request of 
the officer on the scene; victim 
declined to prosecute); based 
on a call from a local resident 
who had been in contact with a 
family member in South Plain-
view, N.J., staff notified the New 
Jersey authorities of a diabetic 
emergency being experienced 
by the resident there; received a 
walk-in complaint of attempted 
fraud involving auto insurance 
(complainant recognized that 
fraud was involved; no finan-
cial loss reported), an attempted 
fraud complaint from a Lone-
some Pine Trail resident (caller 
attempted to obtain the com-
plainant’s credit card number; 
no financial loss reported), a 
walk-in report of an assault 

(arrest reported above), a walk-
in complaint of violation of a 
protective order (arrest reported 
on June 27), and a complaint of 
an assault in the 11300 block 
of River Road (male subject 
declined to prosecute and left the 
residence for the night).

 Staff responded 
to a single-vehicle traffic crash 
in the 3100 block of White 
Chapel Road (EMS and fire 
cancelled by first medical unit 
on the scene), to a complaint 
of a parked vehicle at the end 
of Flats Lane that was inter-
fering with large vehicles that 
were turning around (vehicle 
was disabled; tow service was 
en route), to a traffic complaint 
on Oak Hill Road, to a domestic 
disturbance on Pinckardsville 
Road, to a shots fired complaint 
in the area of Carlson Road, to 
a juvenile behavioral complaint 
on Washington Street; noti-
fied Northumberland authori-
ties of a domestic disturbance 
in the Browns Store area, and 
Middlesex authorities of a noise 
violation complaint in the area 
of Deer Lane; and checked on 
the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could 
not be made (telephone line 
problem).

 Staff discovered an 
unsecured door to a Kilmarnock 
area business during routine 
late night building checks (no 
criminal incident); responded to 
a juvenile behavioral complaint 
on Shalem Place, to a domestic 
disturbance (grandmother/adult 
grandson) in the 1100 block 
of Regina Road (male left for 
the night), with VSP to a traf-
fic crash in the area of Craw-
fords Corner Road (med-evac 
involved; VSP investigated the 
crash), with KPD to a burglary 
call on Waverly Avenue (KPD 
case), to a domestic assault in 
the 1300 block of Windmill 
Point Road, to a report of an 
intoxicated person with a head 
injury at a White Stone area 
convenience store (EMS dis-
patched); and notified Middle-
sex authorities of an overturned 
boat near the Greys Point camp-
ground. 

 Staff assisted Nor-
thumberland authorities on a 
domestic disturbance call on 
Mount Olive Road; responded 
to a domestic disturbance on 
Washington Street (male sub-
ject reports he was locked out 
of the house; subject was trans-
ported to the home of another 
family member), to the White 
Stone area on a complaint 
of a suspicious male check-
ing parked cars for unlocked 
doors, to a civil complaint on 
Buzzards Neck Road (subject 
refused to return tools that were 
loaned out), to the 2400 block 
of Merry Point Road on a lar-
ceny complaint involving chil-
dren’s bicycles (similar bicycles 
were located elsewhere; the 
complainant was taken to that 
location to determine if the 
bikes were the same as those 
reported stolen, but they were 
not), and with VSP to a single-
vehicle traffic crash on Old 
Salem Road; received a walk-
in complaint of destruction of 
property and trespassing in the 
area of Kelley Neck Road, and 
a report of destruction of prop-
erty (windshield, side glass of 
an excavator; $1,500 damages); 
notified the game department 
of a bear being sighted in the 
area of Technology Park Drive, 
and county administration 

of the road name signs being 
knocked down at Kelley Neck 
and Hoecake Roads; and staged 
to intercept a reported reckless 
driver on Jesse duPont Highway 
headed towards Kilmarnock 
(described vehicle did not pass 
the officer’s location).

Staff also conducted nine 
traffic stops, issued three sum-
monses, assisted three motor-
ists, reported six deer strike 
accidents, handled a call for 
traffic control, investigated six 
building alarms, processed a 
mental health order, logged five 
inmate transports, recorded 23 
E911 hang-up calls, and fielded 
four calls for animal control.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded 
to a fire call on Locust Grove 
and Cobbs Hall Road, with the 
White Stone VFD to a lightning 
strike/smoke report at 400 King 
Carter Drive, Irvington, and to a 
CO2 alarm on Westbury Road.

The Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a downed tree/
traffic control near Chinns Mill 
Pond and to a traffic crash on 
Crawfords Corner Road.

-
iff Chuck Wilkins this week 
reported charges against eight 
individuals.
Felonies

Charles W. Newton, 25, of 
Farnham was charged by a 
Northumberland County Multi-
Jurisdictional Grand Jury June 
25 on a direct indictment with 
lottery ticket larceny.

Lemanuel Veney, 41, of 
Heathsville was charged June 
26 with two counts of assault on 
a police officer, resisting arrest 
and destroying property.

Mark Anthony Taylor, 28, of 
Kilmarnock was charged June 
26 with felony possession of 
marijuana, felony possession 
of a firearm after being a con-
victed felon, felony distribu-
tion of a scheduled I or II drug, 
felony possession of a firearm 
with drugs in possession. He 
also was charged with a con-
cealed weapon and possession 
of drug paraphernalia.

Cynthia A. Demarco Jen-
kins, 51, of Newport News was 
charged by the Newport News 

Police Department June 27 on 
a capias to show cause why her 
sentence should not be revoked.
Misdemeanors

A Callao man, 65, was 
charged June 23 with driving 
under the influence of alcohol, 
resisting arrest, possession of 
marijuana, possession of drug 
paraphernalia and refusing a 
breath test.

A Burgess man, 28, was 

charged June 25 with damaging 
property.

A Portsmouth man, 20, was 
charged by the Kilmarnock 
Police Department June 25 with 
failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County General 
District Court. 

A Heathsville woman, 47, 
was charged June 25 with driv-
ing under the influence of alco-
hol and reckless driving.

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.



4th of July
Hometown Parade

Irvington
Friday, July 3rd at 10 a.m.

The Town of Irvington invites you to a 4th of July
Hometown Parade. Starting near Crockett’s Landing

and following King Carter Drive east, to the Baptist and
Methodist churches at Rt. 200. Line up starts at 9 a.m.

Antique cars will be at the
Irvington Town Commons after the parade.

Featuring:
 The Mayor of Irvington and Town Officials, Kilmarnock

& District Bagpipe Band, Children on Bicycles,
Antique Cars, Shriner Cars & Decorated Golf Carts.

For more information or to enter this event please call the

Cathy’s
Unique Pursuits

SHOP THIS?

OR THIS!

Stand out in style!
Shop Cathy’s Unique Pursuits!

            

804-435-1388
Mon. - Fri. - 10 to 6  Sat. - 10 to 1

                        for Men sold here!
One-of-a-kind Exclusive Handmade Bags & Purses

Hand-dyed Linen & Silk Sarongs, Wraps & Scarves

44 Irvington Rd. Kilmarnock Va. 22482

4th of July Specials
till 1 pm Saturday
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Stylish Fashions & Accessories

                     

C

KILMARNOCK—Virginia 
Department of Transporta-
tion officials were in the lower 
Northern Neck last week gath-
ering suggestions for improving 
the Route 3 corridor through the 
Northern Neck.

Allison Richter, assistant dis-
trict administrator for business, 
planning and investment man-
agement, led a discussion with 
about 25 residents at the Lan-
caster Community Library.

She noted the last VDOT 
study was in 1988.

According to district planner 
Adam Campbell, the 72 miles 
of road would not meet today’s 
standards.

“We’re looking for opportu-
nities for growth, focusing on 
safety and to hear the public’s 
concerns and problems” along 
the corridor, said Richter.

In a discussion on making the 
road a four-lane highway from 
Harmony Grove in Middlesex 
to Warsaw, VDOT officials 
said the idea was problematic 
because the only place the state 
owns the 110-feet of right-
of-way needed to make that 
happen is between Farnham and 
Lively, where traffic is the light-
est along the route. Traffic stud-
ies show the heaviest concentra-

tion of traffic is in Kilmarnock 
and White Stone.

Campbell noted statistics 
also showing truck traffic along 
the route peaked in 2000, then 
dropped steadily until 2010 
when it leveled off.

“There’s a bottleneck in 
White Stone at the traffic light 
that backs up to the bridge or 
Shady Lane,” said former White 
Stone councilman Mac Davis. 
“Any talk about a bypass around 
White Stone for trucks? We’d 
like to move the log and largest 
trucks out of town. There’s not 
enough width to make the turn 
lanes longer, which causes the 
back ups.”

“You did a survey of the turn-
ing lanes in White Stone. We 
haven’t heard a word since,” 
said White Stone mayor Randy 
Reeves.

The officials noted a lack of 
funding in the past, but that it 
could be part of the list for con-
sideration.

Former White Stone mayor 
Lloyd B. Hubbard asked if 
VDOT is participating in the 
practice of pooling unused fed-
eral highway funds from sur-
rounding states to fund some 
of the rural projects such as 
replacement of the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge.

“The maintenance of this 

RICHMOND—Virginia’s 
official and only comprehensive 
report on local and statewide 
crime figures for 2014 is now 
available from the Virginia State 
Police at vsp.virginia.gov. The 
detailed document, Crime in 
Virginia, is found under forms 
and publications.

The report provides precise 
rates and occurrences of crimes 
committed in towns, cities and 
counties across the Common-
wealth, reported public relations 
director Corinne N. Geller. The 
report breaks down criminal 
offenses by the reporting agency 
as well as arrests by jurisdiction. 
(see related sidebar) 

Among the 2014 Virginia 
statewide figures, according to 
the report:

robbery and aggravated assault) 
dropped 1.0% compared from 
2013, compared to a 1.6% 
decline from 2012 to 2013. The 
FBI figures for the most recent 
reporting period of time are not 
yet available. 

larceny and motor vehicle theft) 
dropped 5.8%, compared to a 
3.9% decline from 2012 to 2013.

100,000 population increased 
4.05% compared to the previous 
year 3.84%. Based on the ages 
reported, victims tended to be 
older than offenders; 21.4% of 
homicide victims were 50 years 
of age or older, while just 10.2% 
of offenders were in the same 
age group of 50 and older. 

attempted thefts decreased 
9.3% compared to the previ-
ous year.  Of the 7,696 motor 
vehicles stolen, 4,249 or 55% 
were recovered. Some 41.6% 
of all motor vehicle offenses 
were reported stolen from the 
location of residence or home. 
The value of all motor vehicles 
stolen and attempts to steal was 
$61,492,619, while the value 
recovered was $34,980,122. 

decreased 2.5% compared to the 
previous year. Increases of 3.8% 

and 9.4% were noted for 2013 
and 2012, respectively.

12.5% compared to the previous 
year. 

Of the 4,313 robberies and 
attempted robberies, 33.5% took 
place between 8 p.m. and mid-
night.

violent crimes, firearms were the 
most frequently used in homi-
cides (69.2%) and robberies 
(54.5%) followed by aggravated 
assaults (28.7%).  

reported in 2014. Two-thirds 
(66.4%) were racially or ethni-
cally motivated. Bias toward 
sexual orientation was reported 
at 17.2% and bias toward reli-
gion, 14.1%. The remaining 
2.3% reported was attributed to 
a bias against a victim’s physical 
or mental disability.         

The report employs an Inci-
dent Based Reporting (IBR) 
method for calculating offenses, 
thus allowing for greater accu-

For 2014, the Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office and 
Virginia State Police reported 
207 total incidents in the 
county, according to Crime 
Virginia 2014, a report com-
piled by the Virginia State 
Police.

The sheriff ’s office reported 
178 incidents, including two 
forcible rapes, 12 other forcible 
sex offenses, eight aggravated 
assaults, 74 simple assault/
intimidation cases, a larceny, 
two counterfeiting/forgery 
cases, 73 destruction/damage/
vandalism cases; 16 drug/nar-
cotic offenses and five weapon 
law violations.

The state police reported 79 
incidents, including a simple 
assault/intimidation, a larceny, 
a counterfeiting/forgery case, 
two fraud cases, a destruction/
damage/vandalism case, 28 
drug/narcotic offenses and a 
weapon law violation.

For 2014, the Northumber-
land County Sheriff’s Office 
and Virginia State Police 
reported some 300 total inci-
dents in Northumberland, 
according to the Crime Vir-
ginia 2014 report.

The sheriff ’s office reported 
274 incidents, including a 
murder/non-negligent man-
slaughter case, two forcible 
rapes, three robberies, six 
aggravated assaults, 45 simple 
assault/intimidation cases, 39 
burglaries, 68 larcenies, seven 
motor vehicle thefts, two coun-
terfeiting/forgery cases, 20 
fraud cases, a stolen property 
case, 57 destruction/damage/

vandalism cases, 37 drug/nar-
cotic offenses and 10 weapon 
law violations.

The state police reported 26 
incidents, including four aggra-
vated assaults, three simple 
assault/intimidation cases, 
a larceny, three fraud cases, 
three destruction/damage/van-
dalism cases, 19 drug/narcotic 
offenses and two weapon vio-
lations.

The Kilmarnock Police 
Department reported 62 inci-
dents, including a robbery, two 
simple assault/intimidation 
cases, four burglaries, 41 lar-
cenies, a counterfeiting/forg-
ery case, a fraud case, three 
embezzlement cases and 10 
destruction/damage/vandalism 
cases.

The White Stone Police 
Department reported two inci-
dents, including a burglary and 
a fraud case.

Group A arrests for Lan-
caster County reported by 
county, town or other report-
ing agencies totaled 81 for 
adults, including four forcible 
sex offenses, three aggravated 
assaults, 38 simple assault/
intimidation charges, 13 lar-
cenies, a counterfeiting/forg-
ery charge, two fraud charges, 
an embezzlement charge, five 
vandalism charges, 13 drug/
narcotic offenses and a weapon 
law violation. 

There was one Group A 
juvenile arrest in Lancaster for 
aggravated assault.

Group B arrests for Lan-
caster County reported by 

county, town or other reporting 
agencies totaled 147 for adults, 
including two bad check 
charges, a disorderly conduct 
charge, 25 driving under influ-
ence charges, nine drunken-
ness charges, five trespass of 
real property charges and 105 
other charges, except traffic 
violations.

There were no Group B juve-
nile arrests in Lancaster.

Group A arrests for Nor-
thumberland County reported 
by county or other reporting 
agencies totaled 142 for adults, 
including four robberies, 43 
simple assault/intimidation 
charges, six burglaries, 18 
larcenies, three motor vehicle 
thefts, a counterfeiting/forg-
ery charge, nine fraud charges, 
nine vandalism charges, 39 
drug/narcotic offenses and 
three weapon law violation 
charges.

There were no Group A 
juvenile arrests in Northum-
berland.

Group B arrests for Nor-
thumberland County reported 
by county or other report-
ing agencies totaled 230 for 
adults, including 14 bad check 
charges, 54 driving under the 
influence charges, 19 drunk-
enness charges, a non-forcible 
family offense, four liquor 
laws violations, six trespass of 
real property charges and 132 
other charges, except traffic 
violations.

There were two Group B 
juvenile arrests in Northum-
berland, including a disorderly 
conduct charge.

Top Dog Pet Grooming
High Quality, Caring & Compassionate 

Grooming for over 20 years.

804-725-4831
804-366-6429

Tracey Royals

 
appointment only.

Transportation officials seek comments on Route 3
by Audrey Thomasson

During a discussion on the Route 3 
corridor last Wednesday, concerns were 
raised regarding the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge. 

Responding to those concerns, Vir-
ginia Department of Transportation 
Fredericksburg District communication 
manager Kelly Hannon released the fol-
lowing statement:

“Keeping Norris Bridge open and 
structurally sound is essential to the 
economic success of communities in the 
Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula, 
and the quality of life of its residents. 
With this priority in mind, we have 
recently completed three improvement 
projects on the bridge, representing a 
total investment of nearly $30 million.

 “The most visible project was a 
painting project that coated the major-
ity of the bridge’s exterior. This project 

was completed in December 2012 at a 
cost of $27 million. Painting the bridge 
delays the deterioration of the structural 
steel, protecting it from environmental 
elements that corrode the metal.

 “The center bridge spans, which are 
the steel you can see when you drive 
across the bridge, were not included 
in this painting contract.  It will cost 
an estimated $15 million to paint the 
remainder of the bridge spans.

 “A second project was extensive 
repairs to the bridge’s structural steel. 
This project was completed in 2010 at 
a cost of $2.7 million. The third project 
completed was an experimental bridge 
deck overlay project. The concrete deck 
of the bridge was starting to deteriorate 
in some locations, and VDOT chose a 
section of the bridge to try an impervi-
ous asphalt product to extend the life 

of the deck. This section of asphalt 
remains on the bridge deck, and it made 
a substantial improvement to the deck’s 
condition.

 “The Norris Bridge is safe for travel. 
The poor condition of the paint that is 
visible on the bridge’s center spans is 
mostly a cosmetic concern, although we 
will continue to pursue the $15 million 
painting project as soon as funding is 
available. Due to the large cost of the 
project, we must pursue special funding. 
The same funding process was used to 
obtain the $27 million required for the 
recently completed painting project.

 “In addition, we will continue to use 
a Fredericksburg District-wide bridge 
maintenance contract to address con-
cerns on the bridge deck. The Norris 
Bridge is included in the contract, and 
as deck repairs arise, we will fix them.”

VDOT releases statement on Norris Bridge

bridge is a lifeline to this com-
munity,” he said.

“The bridge is not part of this 
study,”  replied VDOT assistant 
planner Steve Haynes.

Bay Design’s Ben Burton 
asked if VDOT was moving for-
ward on any of the old recom-
mendations.

“I’m pretty sure we’ve done 
everything planned for Route 3,” 
Haynes replied. He explained 
the reason the department owns 
the right-of-way in limited sec-
tions of the road was because of 
the era plans were approved and 
whether there was money in the 
budget.

The representatives noted 
they will be focusing on spot 
improvements at intersections, 
passing zones—places they 
could impact safety and eco-
nomic development in the area. 

Richter recommended citi-
zens contact county officials on 
the projects they would most like 

to see and to make a recommen-
dation online at virginiahb2.org.

“It’s useful to hear from 
motorists about what they’re 
experiencing on the roadways 
and how they’d like to see those 
funds allocated,” said VDOT 
Fredericksburg communication 
manager Kelly Hannon.

Commonwealth’s annual crime 
analysis report is now available

racy. IBR divides crimes into 
two categories: Group A for 
serious offenses including vio-
lent crimes, property crimes and 
drug offenses; and Group B for 
what are considered less serious 
offenses such as trespassing, dis-
orderly conduct, bad checks and 
liquor law violations where an 
arrest has occurred. 

For Group A offenses, 
between 2013 and 2014, adult 
arrests in Virginia decreased 
4.3%. Juvenile arrests for Group 
A offenses decreased 6.5% state-
wide during the same period of 
time. 

For Group B arrests, there was 
a decrease of 7.2% for adults and 
an 8.6% decrease for juveniles 
between 2013 and 2014.

For both Group A and Group 
B offenses, there were a total 
305,648 arrests in 2014, com-
pared to 325,504 arrests in 2013, 
for a decrease of 6.1%. 

Per state mandate, the Depart-
ment of Virginia State Police 
serves as the primary collec-
tor of crime data from partici-
pating Virginia state and local 
police departments and sheriffs’ 
offices. 

The data are collected by the 
Virginia State Police Criminal 
Justice Information Services 
(CJIS) Division via a secured 
internet system. This informa-
tion is then compiled into Crime 
in Virginia, an annual report for 
use by law enforcement, elected 
officials, media and the public. 
These data become the official 
crime statistics for the Com-
monwealth and are sent to the 
FBI who modifies and incorpo-
rates them in their annual report, 
Crime in the United States.

By the numbers: Crime statistics 
for Lancaster and Northumberland
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Shortly after I began writing this column 
in 1984, Hugh Mann was one of the first 

individuals I profiled. He made his usual 
humorously sardonic remarks about the piece, 
and in the last 31 years I mentioned his name 
in this space only once, and that time was in 
the context of another column. Last Saturday 
Hugh died, five days short of his 90th birth-
day, thus today he returns as a topic for the 
column, as his life is being discussed by many 
across the reaches of Northumberland and 
Lancaster counties.

Hugh was born in Detroit, Mich., in the 
summer of 1925. He and his two older broth-
ers grew up there, and having completed his 
first year of engineering school at the Uni-
versity of Detroit, Hugh was drafted into the 
United States Army. After his basic training, 
he shipped off to England to prepare for the 
Allied invasion of France. He was dispatched 
to Normandy two weeks after D-Day, and on 
July 2nd he celebrated his 19th birthday with 
the advancing army.

The following day he was struck by Nazi 
shrapnel, and he almost perished. His body 
was ravaged by the force of the explosion, 
and for a time he lost his eyesight. His fellow 
troops evacuated him, and he was sent back to 
England, and ultimately stateside to begin a 
long period of recovery. He spent almost three 
years in military hospitals, and after return-

ing to his family, his parents decided to move 
to the Northern Neck of Virginia, buying 
a waterfront farm near Wicomico Church 
where he and his father built a home.

Hugh did not return to college, but he 
used his inherent curiosity about how things 
worked to learn the electrical and plumbing 
trades, which he practiced in the lower North-
ern Neck. His mother died in 1953, followed 
by his father in 1958, after which he lived 
alone on the farm, then he moved to a cottage 
he owned at Sandy Point, and finally back to a 
house adjoining the original homestead.

Although by some standards he might have 
been classified as disabled, to all who knew 
him he was one of the ablest of people, tal-
ented and versed in a myriad of subjects. 
Most importantly, he placed his skills at the 
disposal of others, always ready to help in 

any situation that might arise. For dozens of 
folks he became their lifeline, enabling them 
to remain in their homes, fixing and repair-
ing their pumps, wiring, appliances, furnaces 
and air conditioners.  Many of his customers 
called him “Dr. Mann” because of his knack 
for diagnosing and curing mechanical “ill-
nesses.”

In six and a half decades he never sent a 
bill, his customers and clients having to dun 
him for their statements, all of which were too 
low in view of the work he had done. Paying 
him was the reverse of the normal routine, 
with the customer berating him for not charg-
ing a fee reflective of the work he had done. 
No one could outdo Hugh in the arena of gen-
erosity. He cared about people, and his life 
showed that concern. For a cadre of individu-
als, he was the personification of the guardian 
angel in their midst.

Once established in the Northern Neck, 
Hugh began to dabble in real estate, buying, 
and rarely selling, pieces of property. At 
his farm he began keeping horses, which 
he enjoyed riding. He liked sailing his sun-
fish on the Great Wicomico River, and spent 
hours each day reading, from which effort he 
became quite fluent about happenings around 
the world.

Hugh was a model of self-composure. He 
never showed displeasure, and never used any 

words that were not well conceived before he 
uttered them. His humor was one of his most 
memorable gifts, and tales of his puns and dry 
jokes are legion.  

In recent years Hugh’s mobility waned, 
and walking became difficult. Last month 
he drove himself to the Veterans’ Hospital in 
Richmond, where he received a fateful diag-
nosis. To give him the necessary long-term 
care, he was moved to a nursing home outside 
the city. I visited him there last Tuesday, a trip 
reminiscent to me of his visit to my mother in 
another Richmond hospital the night she died 
nearly 40 years ago. 

We spoke of his condition, about which he 
was realistic, and he laughed at a couple of my 
jokes, perhaps, typically, to make me happy 
more than because he actually thought they 
were funny. When I commented on a bouquet 
of hydrangeas by his bed, he remarked that his 
niece had “stolen” them. 

For his service to our country and the free 
world in ridding humanity of the menace of 
Naziism, we may call Hugh an American 
hero. Despite his wartime affliction and its 
aftermath, he spent nearly 71 years produc-
tively serving his fellow human beings in 
our midst. For that service we may call him a 
Northern Neck saint.

Hugh Gerald Mann, July 2, 1925 – June 27, 
2015.  R.I.P.

Although by some standards 
he might have been classified 
as disabled, to all who knew 
him he was one of the ablest 
of people, talented and versed 
in a myriad of subjects. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

Photo by Laura Dent

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

“Let us not seek the Republican answer or the Democratic answer, but 
the right answer. Let us not seek to fix the blame for the past. Let us 
accept our own responsibility for the future.”                — John F. Kennedy

YOUR LETTERS

Presidential candidate 
Barack Obama called for a 
“civilian national security 
force,” just as big and powerful 
as the nation’s military.

Al Sharpton is suggesting 
a path to accomplish that—
nationalize America’s police 
forces. We have all seen him at 
the Ferguson, New York City 
and Baltimore riots in a rush 
to condemn police doing their 
jobs while encountering sus-
pects resisting arrest.

While the Baltimore case is 
still open, investigations have 
cleared the officers of wrong-
doing in both Ferguson and 
New York. Most interesting 
is the uniformity of the signs, 
chanted slogans and behavior 
in the crowds.

Soros has financed organiza-
tions like Black Lives Matter 
and has bused paid protesters 
and rabble-rousers into these 
areas. The New American 
article, “Justice Department 
Grants Linked to Cop-Kill-
ing Rap Video,” details the 
U.S. Department of Justice’s 
using tax dollars to incite race 
riots. The DOJ has been quick 
to launch investigations of 
those police departments and 
institute federal control over 
them—instead of investigating 
the Communist-backed organi-
zations that are organizing and 
fomenting the riots.

Last March the DOJ 
announced it had selected six 
cities to serve as pilot sites to 
develop and deploy federal 
guidance for local police—
thus creating federal control.  
The first cities to be targeted 
are Birmingham, Ala.; Fort 
Worth, Texas; Gary, Ind.; Min-
neapolis, Minn.; Pittsburgh, 
Pa.; and Stockton, Calif.

Our sheriffs are elected and 
city police departments are 
accountable to elected mayors 
and city councils.

Do we really want the fed-
eral government taking away 
the peoples’ oversight of local 
law enforcement? 

This would be a gross usur-
pation of the right to self-gov-
ern as documented in the Dec-
laration of Independence and 
The Constitution.

What’s the threat or the big 
deal?

Think about the Soviet 
Union’s national police force 
the Cheka, also known as the 
KGB, and Hitler’s Gestapo—
also a national police force.

Patricia H. Miles,
Port Haywood

Who wants a
civilian national
security force?

On my way to Campbell 
Church in Weems this past 
Sunday, I was reminded of how 
fortunate we are to be living in 
this community, county, state 
and nation.

The day was gloriously 
sunny and the nine churches 

Counting blessings

that I passed were illuminated 
with that bright sunshine. I 
thought of all the worshippers 
inside those churches who have 
the freedom to choose to go to 
church and to choose which 
church to attend.

Later that afternoon, I 
attended the community prayer 
service at Calvary Baptist. 
We heard messages of love 
and forgiveness in view of the 
recent tragedy in Charleston. 
The sanctuary was filled with 
inspiring energy and for me, 
the feeling of thankfulness for 
being able to attend such an 
event.

I encourage the readers 
of this letter to take the time 
to find ways to support our 
national armed forces and our 
local and state law enforce-
ment who risk their lives every 
day to make it possible for us to 
make choices in our lives.

Kathy Pointer,

These days, with anti-cop 
sentiment running rampant 
across America, let’s try an 
experiment.

During July, let’s close down 
all of the law enforcement oper-
ations from coast to coast so 
cops can lounge in their head-
quarters watching television, 
drinking beer, playing cards, 
eating snacks, and doing every-
thing else far too many other 
citizens do while refusing to 
take part in keeping their fami-
lies and communities safe from 
crime.

Whimsy? Of course—but 
what would happen if cops 
simply sat back and did noth-
ing?

To be sure, crime would 
soar—homicides, rapes, armed 
robberies, burglaries, assaults, 
vehicle deaths and injuries, and 
a lot more.

But, hopefully, people might 
also come to realize that cops 
are the “thin blue line” protect-
ing them and their families and 
communities from the criminal 
elements among them.

Years ago, a senior Wash-
ington, D.C., police official 
told me that most major crimes 
would be nearly eliminated 
in our nation’s capital if 600 
active criminals known to cops 
could be arrested, convicted 
and imprisoned. Collecting the 
necessary evidence, however, 
is difficult, he said, because too 
many citizens don’t and won’t 
cooperate with law enforce-
ment.

Yes, there are bad cops “out 
there,” but they’re a very small 
minority compared with all 
the good uniformed and plain-
clothes peace officers sworn 
to enforce the law and do their 
duty responsibly and well.

It’s time “regular” folks do 
theirs, too.

Would crime statistics plum-
met? Yes—and overwhelm-
ingly!

 Bill Kling,
Heathsville

Support good cops

National Picnic Day is cel-
ebrated April 23 and Interna-
tional Picnic Day is celebrated 
June 18, but the most popular 
day for picnics is July 4. 

Grab a basket and fill it up. 
Hit the park, the beach or the 
backyard. 

Spread a blanket, pull up a 
lawn chair, clean the bird drop-
pings off the picnic table, or 
drop the tailgate and relax.

Invite some friends or family 
to join you.

According to the Virginia 
Farm Bureau Federation, the 
average cost of a picnic for 10 
people this holiday season is 
$39.73, or $3.97 per person. 

For the informal survey, the 
VFBF compared the retail 
price of a dozen items around 
the Commonwealth.

The study’s volunteer shop-
pers checked the non-sale 
prices on hot dogs, ground 
beef, hot dog and hamburger 
buns, deli potato salad, pre-
mixed lemonade, single-
serving containers of chocolate 
milk, baby carrots, broccoli 
florets, corn chips, baked beans 
and watermelon.

The highest grocery bill 
was from Fauquier County at 
$54.23, while the lowest was in 
Floyd County at $26.37.

Inquiring minds want to 
know how we stack up, so I 
grabbed the list, a calculator 
and went shopping.

My mama didn’t raise no 
fool, I took advantage of every 
sale price I could find. 

I went to Tri-Star Supermar-
ket, Food Lion and Walmart 
and tallied the lowest prices on 
the 12 items.

Interesting enough, no single 
source had all the lowest-priced 
items, so it pays to make the 
rounds.

Ka-ching: $49.80, or $4.98 
per person, Kilmarnock prices.

But, take another look at the 
items. Are you sure this is the 
meal for you?

I don’t see any chocolate 
cake, cherry pie, sugar cookies, 
ice cream, strawberries, apples, 
marshmallows, macaroni salad, 
cole slaw, pasta salad, crabs, 
corn-on-the-cob, fried chicken, 
barbecue, ribs, deviled eggs, 
potato chips, saltines, nuts, 
beer, wine, iced tea, or coffee.

Don’t forget the condiments: 
mustard, ketchup, dip, pickles, 
relish, onions, tomatoes, let-
tuce, cheese, salt, pepper, crab 
seasoning, hot sauce, barbecue 
sauce and vinegar.

We need eating and cooking 
utensils, plates, cups, napkins, 
table cloth, a grill, charcoal or 
gas, coolers, ice, foil, possibly 
a pot for the crabs, skewers for 
roasting the marshmallows, 
insect repellent and sunscreen. 

Any wonder why we don’t 
do this more often?
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420
And many more boats 
and parts. Sunfi sh in stock 
at your local dealer.

PREMIER BOAT SALES

Do you Remember?
Behind the cash register (from left), Lee Davis, Mitchell Carlson Jr. and Stuart 
Dunaway greet Elizabeth Christopher at the “new” Tri-Star Supermarket on Church 
Street in Kilmarnock. Tri-Star celebrates its 40th anniversary in business this July, 
said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. This photo by Bill Haislip 
appeared in the Rappahannock Record on July 3, 1975. “Do you Remember?” is a 
community service of the museum. 

Celeste Beane Cooper 
taught her students in the 
public schools of  Lancaster 
County to treat others’ beliefs 
with respect—whether we 
agreed with them or not. (I 
was never officially enrolled in 
her classes at schools in Lan-
caster or Kilmarnock, but she 
was my mother and she didn’t 
leave her teaching skills in the 
classroom.)

“Mrs. Cooper” (formerly 
“Miss Celeste Beane,” per 
her contract of 22 July, 1922, 
at Lancaster High, in my 
possession) spent little time 
ruminating on what hap-
pened in the war of 1861-65. 
She believed it was useless 
to permit attitudes left over 
from the Civil War to stir up 
conflict among people, 100 
years after the war was over. 
She became even more com-
mitted to racial equality after 
World War II. She viewed 
WWII as a conflict in which 
people from both races in Lan-
caster County had fought side 
by side for America’s freedom. 

She believed that all who 
fought deserved to benefit 
from the freedom for which 
they had risked their lives. To 
her, Hampton Waddy, a local 
black man who went to war in 
Europe, was just as much enti-
tled to freedom and equality 
back home in Lancaster as was 
her nephew, Joe Beane, who 
saw action on the Burma Road 
in Asia.

After the Civil War in Amer-
ica, small towns and cities in 
the South had built memorials 
to their fallen heroes, includ-
ing Lancaster’s Confeder-
ate Monument. Communities 
in the North built their own 
memorials, for similar rea-
sons. By the time of the “post-
war era” of the 1950s, posi-
tive people like my mom felt 
it was time to move on. To 
southerners who clung to a 
Civil War mantra or attitude 
like  “never forget,” I believe 
my mother would say, “Get an 
education!”  

She believed that if people 
studied and learned together, 
they would come to under-
stand each other, and begin to 
set aside differences of race 
and creed. If she were living 
today, she would be disap-
pointed to learn that our coun-
try is still experiencing divi-
sion as a result of racial atti-
tudes and undercurrents that 
were around in 1969, the year 
she died—over four decades 
ago. 

Mom would wonder why 
our supposedly better-edu-
cated generations of today 
have not accomplished more 

Time to move on, get an education

than hers, in racial and other 
areas of human understanding. 
She would not, however, give 
up on education. 

Her generation of Ameri-
cans—from 1899 to 1969—
faced at least as many chal-
lenges as we do today. She 
agreed with Ellen Glasgow, a 
Virginia-born female writer 
of her era, who believed that 
adversity refines character.  

Mom liked to say, “Get an 
education—it’s the one thing 
that no one can take away 
from you.” If she were here 

If she were living today, she would be dis-
appointed to learn that our country is still 
experiencing division as a result of racial 
attitudes and undercurrents that were 
around in 1969, the year she died—over 
four decades ago. 

to consider the Confeder-
ate monument in Lancaster 
Court House today, I believe 
she would say, “Time to move 
on—Back to your books!”

Gerald L. Cooper, of Nor-
folk, is a retired educator. 
He grew up in Lancaster, 
just across Mary Ball Road 
from the Confederate monu-
ment. “Lancaster was the first 
county in Virginia to erect a 
Confederate monument,” he 
notes in his book, On Scholar-
ship—From an Empty Room at 
Princeton.

by Gerald L. Cooper

YOUR LETTERS

A recent letter-writer 
claims to have evidence 
supporting his belief that 
human activity causes global 
warming. He points to docu-
ments available from vari-
ous organizations. But this 
merely demonstrates what 
we already know, namely our 
current government’s posi-
tion and confirmation of 
that by various other renters, 
both individuals and organi-
zations. 

“Impacts, adaptation, and 
mitigation” are a reaction to 
a bogus hypothesis and have 
nothing to do with evidence. 
Obviously this rabid believer 
cannot provide readers with 
evidence because there is 
no empirical evidence that 
co2 has ever had any impact 
on our planet’s temperature, 
even over geologic periods, 
which include durations 
during which co2 level was 
several times higher than 
now. 

 Neither do computer 
models qualify as evidence. 
Modelers cannot explain 
that, with co2 now at its 
highest level in a long time, 
there has been no additional 
warming for almost the past 
two decades. 

 The writer’s “appeal to 
authority” references the 
UN’s IPCC, a supposed 
expert in this area, an entity 
which has (reluctantly) 
admitted there is no causal 
link between co2 level and 
severe weather events of 
any type over the past sev-
eral decades. (These events 
have been less severe and 
have also occurred less fre-
quently.)

The IPCC also admits that 
our current warming is a 
record going back 800 years, 
with a lesser probability 
(without justif ication) that 
the record may extend to 
1200 years. In any event, the 
several warming durations 
prior to the MWP (more than 
1200 years ago) were also 
global and each was warmer 
than the MWP.   

 Think! If in the more dis-
tant past much higher levels 
of co2 did not have any dis-
cernible impact on global 
temperature, why expect 
much lower current (or even 
projected) co2 levels to have 
an impact this time?  

Denis Ables,
Mollusk

Still no evidence
humans cause
global warming

Sen. Patrick Moynihan 
famously observed “Every-
one is entitled to his own 
opinion, but not to his own 
facts.” I was reminded of 
this thought when I read a 
recent letter, “Global warm-
ing: Man-made hoax.” The 
author made clear his opin-
ions (“I believe that . . . , I 
also believe that. . . .”) and I 
respect his sincerity, but his 
evidence of hoax was uncon-

Hoax is global
warming denial

vincing. 
The writer seemed 

impressed by a petition dis-
tributed by a group calling 
itself the Global Warming 
Petition Project, which dis-
missed the role of greenhouse 
gases in climate change. He 
trumpeted the fact that it was 
signed by 31,487 persons 
identified as “Americans 
with university degrees in 
science.” This sounds like a 
lot of scientific heft, but it 
represents less than 0.3% of 
all science graduates in the 
nation. 

More important, only 39 
signers of the petition held 
degrees in climatology, 
whereas roughly 3,000 were 
MDs or DVMs and the other 
16,000 or so graduated with 
degrees in science, math and 
engineering fields unrelated 
to climate. Veterinarians, 
microbiologists or solid-state 
physicists may be competent 
professionals, but they have 
no more expertise in global 
climate science than grocers 
or automobile mechanics. 

Weigh the testimony of 
this petition against a report 
by NASA that out of nearly 
4,000 articles on climate 
change published in peer-
reviewed, scientific journals 
between 1991 and 2011 that 
took a position on anthropo-
genic global warming (AGW) 
more than 97% endorsed the 
view that humans are causing 
global warming.

Furthermore, this report 
lists 18 of the most respected 
scientific associations in the 
U.S., including the American 
Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, Ameri-
can Geophysical Union and 
American Meteorological 
Society, which have issued 
public statements affirming 
the reality of AGW. 

Frank W. Fletcher,
Reedville

In his latest letter, the pres-
ident of the county NAACP 
attempted to enlighten us on 
the cause of the recent South 
Carolina shooting.

The president began by 
asserting that the shooting 
was caused by hatred “plain 
and simple.” But then, at the 
end of his letter, the presi-
dent added a second cause 
when he said that the shoot-
ing was caused by an illness 
that requires treatment and 
healing.

Even more confusing, 
the illness doesn’t infect 
only the shooter. No, it also 
infects many other, uniden-
tif ied people. We know this 
because the first step in 
the treatment of the illness, 
according to the president, 
is to remove the Confed-
erate flag from the public 

Seeking further
words of
enlightenment

arena. That step, of course, 
wouldn’t be aimed at the 
shooter. Rather, it would be 
aimed at all the unidentified 
people who also have the ill-
ness.

But if the diagnosis of the 
illness is a shooting ram-
page, and the unidentified 
folks haven’t gone on such 
a rampage, on what grounds 
does the president declare 
that those folks are ill and 
need treatment?

I might add that the presi-
dent didn’t explain why the 
shooter’s hatred was “plain 
and simple” rather than 
obscure and complicated. 
Nor did he name the illness 
suffered by the shooter and 
all those unidentified folks.

Finally, one of the presi-
dent’s beefs against the Con-
federate flag is that it’s “divi-
sive.” But anyone with eyes 
and ears open for the past 45 
years knows that one of the 
most divisive public policy 
issues has been the affirma-
tive action programs.

Would the NAACP presi-
dent recommend ending 
them because they’ve been 
so divisive?

I suspect not. Maybe he 
will again put pen to paper 
to enlighten us as to why he 
favors some divisive things 
and hates others.

Hank Hoover,
White Stone
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The Chesapeake Bay Foun-
dation (CBF) is taking legal 
action to challenge Virgin-
ia’s rules for large livestock 
farms, arguing the state is 
failing to protect streams, 
rivers, and the Chesapeake 
Bay by allowing farm animals 
unfettered access to streams. 
Oral arguments in the case 
are scheduled to be heard at 
2 p.m. today, July 2, in Rich-
mond Circuit Court. 

In written arguments 
recently filed in Richmond 
Circuit Court, CBF main-
tains the Virginia Department 
of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) and the State Water 
Control Board erred last year 
in approving a new 10-year 
Virginia Pollution Abatement 
permit governing the state’s 
largest confined dairy, cattle, 
pig and poultry farms.

“DEQ and the Water 
Board specifically declined 
to require Virginia’s largest 
livestock farms to fence their 
animals out of farm streams,” 
said Peggy Sanner, CBF 
senior Virginia attorney. “This 
even though stream fencing is 
one of the five priority con-
servation practices that, as 
a matter of state policy, Vir-
ginia advocates farmers use 
to improve the health of farm 
animals, protect the quality of 
local streams, and restore the 
Chesapeake Bay.”

Keeping cattle and other 
livestock out of streams 
is critical for clean water, 
according to the CBF. The 
wading animals erode stream 
banks and excrete waste in 
the water, increasing bacte-
ria, nitrogen, phosphorus and 
sediment pollution for those 
downstream. Excess nitrogen, 
phosphorus and sediment pol-
lution has long been identi-
fied as the bay’s most serious 

Lawsuit challenges Virginia’s
rules for large livestock farms

Arguments
due July 2

problem. Further, according 
to DEQ’s own data, a sig-
nificant number of Virginia 
streams identified as polluted 
are because of bacterial con-
tamination, primarily from 
farm animals in streams.

In its court papers, CBF 
notes the Virginia statute 
authorizing the farm livestock 
permit specifically requires 
“adequate buffer zones, where 
waste shall not be applied” to 
protect water quality in sur-
face waters. CBF maintains 
that allowing livestock to 
freely apply their manure and 
urine in and beside streams 
does not constitute an ade-
quate buffer.

CBF also contends that 
DEQ and the Water Board 
failed in their responsibility 
to ensure the permit com-
plies with State Water Con-
trol Law, including provisions 
stating the Commonwealth’s 
responsibilities to “prevent 
any increase in pollution” and 
“reduce existing pollution.”

“By allowing livestock in 
streams, the permit cannot 
ensure it will prevent increases 
in pollution or reduce existing 
pollution,” Sanner said

CBF’s lawsuit asks the court 
to direct the state to revise 
the permit and require large 
animal feeding operations 
to exclude livestock from 
streams and rivers, consistent 
with existing state law and 
the Chesapeake Clean Water 
Blueprint, the regional plan to 
restore the Chesapeake Bay.

Sanner cautioned that 
CBF’s legal action is not 
directed at individual farm-
ers but rather at the state. 
CBF continues to advocate 
for additional state and fed-
eral support to help farmers 
install conservation practices 
and for Virginia to provide 
100% cost-share funding for 
livestock exclusion, whether 
or not the activity is required 
by permit.

Seldom does a public 
debater use evidence that 
destroys his case. The writer 
of a letter published in the 
Record June 25, “Global 
warming: Man-made hoax,” 
has done so.

The writer mentions a 
nameless petition signed by 
“over 31,480 scientists” deny-
ing the role of greenhouse 
gasses in climate change. The 
petition he cites is the “Global 
Warming Petition Project,” 
aka the “Oregon Petition.” 

By searching the “Denier 
Database” online, a diligent 
researcher will learn that 
the Oregon Petition’s signers 
are either connected to the 
fossil-fuel industry or coal-
burning utilities, or funded by 
right-wing think tanks. Many 
signers are veterans of the 
tobacco industry’s campaign 
to deny that smoking tobacco 
is harmful.

To support his case, the 

writer quotes “a UN IPCC 
scientist Dr. Kiminori.” Dr. 
Kiminori has never been a 
member of the IPCC. Simply 
by having an advanced degree 
(in industrial chemistry) and 
publishing a review of the 
fourth IPCC report he is mis-
leadingly billed as an “expert 
contributor to the UN IPCC” 
by The Heartland Institute.

Finally, Pope Francis didn’t 
just dream up his encyclical 
on climate change, he had 
help from the Vatican’s Pon-
tifical Academy of Sciences, 
which is internationally 
known as “a valuable source 
of objective scientific infor-
mation” (Wikipedia).

The entire climate change 
denial case is a fraud perpe-
trated by the carbon-based 
fuel industry. Deniers like the 
recent letter writer are just 
pawns in their baseless game.

Callao

Deniers are pawns

YOUR LETTERS

Peyton Waller Sr. of Wic-
omico Church, a candidate 
for Sheriff of Northumber-
land County, will speak at the 
99th District Tea Party Meet-
ing at 7 p.m. Tuesday, July 7, 
at the Upper Lancaster Ruritan 
Center, 3989 White Chapel 
Road, Lively. The meeting is 
open to the public.

Waller has been a member 
of the Northumberland County 
Sheriff’s Department since 
1999 when he started as a 
road deputy. After two years, 
he became the resource officer 
for the county schools. He has 
served as a shift supervisor, 
investigator and in 2011 was 
promoted to lieutenant by retir-
ing Sheriff C. A. Wilkins.

In addition to pursuing a 
career in law enforcement, 
Waller is an ordained minister 
and serves as pastor of the New 
St. John’s Baptist Church in 
Kilmarnock. He also is pursu-
ing his master’s degree in divin-
ity at Virginia Union University.  

Waller has lived in Wicomico 
Church for 28 years. He and his 
wife have been married for 27 
years and have two sons.

When Sheriff Wilkins 
announced his retirement, 
Waller decided to run for the 
office, bringing experience and 
community orientation to the 
sheriff’s office. 

AAA projects 41.9 million 
Americans will journey 50 miles 
or more from home this Indepen-
dence Day, the most since 2007 
and a 0.7% increase from the 
41.6 million people who traveled 
last year. The Independence Day 
holiday travel period is defined 
as Wednesday, July 1, to Sunday, 
July 5.

“This Independence Day more 
people will get in their cars, board 
airplanes, and take buses, trains 
and cruise ships to celebrate our 
nation’s freedom with friends and 
family,” said Georjeane Blumling, 
vice president of public affairs for 
AAA Tidewater Virginia. “Stu-
dents all across the nation are also 
celebrating freedom from pencils 
and books, making this an ideal 
time for a family vacation. Inde-
pendence Day is typically the 
busiest summer travel holiday for 
this reason, and more Americans 
are planning a holiday getaway 
than any year since 2007.”

Rising income, driven by a 
strong employment market, is 
prompting more Americans 
to take a holiday trip this year. 
Despite recent seasonal increases, 
gas prices remain well below year-
ago levels, which has helped boost 
Americans’ disposable income. 

“Although some consumers 
are using their recent savings on 
gas to pay down debt and save, 
overall, Americans are planning 
to travel in record numbers,” con-
tinued Blumling. “Independence 
Day gas prices are expected to be 
the lowest in at least five years, a 
welcome sign for the 35.5 million 
people planning a holiday road 
trip.”

Holiday travel
Nearly 85% of travelers (35.5 

million) will drive to their holiday 
destinations, an increase of 0.7%. 
Holiday air travel is expected to 
increase 1.5% to 3.21 million 
leisure travelers. Travel by other 

AAA projects 41.9 million Americans 
will celebrate holiday with a getaway  

modes of transportation includ-
ing cruises, trains and buses, will 
increase 0.5% this Independence 
Day, to 3.2 million.

AAA expects to rescue nearly 
360,000 motorists at the roadside 
this Independence Day weekend, 
with the primary reasons being 
dead batteries, flat tires and lock-
outs. AAA recommends motor-
ists inspect their vehicle and 
check the condition of their bat-
tery and tires before heading out 
on a holiday getaway. Members 
can download the AAA Mobile 
app, visit AAA.com or call 
1-800-AAA-HELP to request 
roadside assistance when needed.

Despite recent seasonal 
increases in the price of gas, 
travelers continue to benefit 
from substantially lower prices 
compared to recent years. Most 
drivers will likely pay the lowest 
Independence Day gas prices in 

at least five years. National aver-
age price on June 24 for a gallon 
of gasoline was $2.78, some 90 
cents less than the average price 
on Independence Day last year.

 Travelers will encounter mod-
erately higher lodging rates and 
airfares this Independence Day.  
According to AAA’s Leisure 
Travel Index, the average nightly 
stay in a Two Diamond hotel 
is 6% higher this year at $145, 
while Three Diamond hotels will 
cost 9% more, averaging $195. 
Average airfares for the top 40 
domestic flight routes are 6% 
higher this Independence Day, 
climbing to $227.

As part of North America’s 
largest motoring and leisure 
travel organization, AAA Tide-
water Virginia provides its more 
than 325,000 members with 
travel, insurance, financial and 
automotive-related services. 

Waller to
speak at
Tea Party 
meeting

The Rappahannock Record 
office will be closed on Friday, 
July 3, in observance of the 
Independence Day holiday.

The office will re-open at 9 
a.m. Monday, July 6. Regular 
deadlines will be in effect—
display advertising 5 p.m. on 
Mondays, news and classified 
advertising noon on Tuesdays.

News items may be sub-
mitted to editor@rapprecord.
com. Display and classified 
advertisements may be sent to 
mail@rapprecord.com.

Send postal mail to P.O. Box 
400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482; 
fax items to 435-2632, or 
submit them by hand through 
the mail slot on the front 
door at 27 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

Have a safe Fourth of July 
holiday.
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