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A run for the record books
Lancaster High School on June 6 placed second in the Virginia High School League Group 1A track meet 
at Radford University. Above, members of Lancaster’s state champion 4X400-meter relay team are 
Trevon Henderson, Sean Jones, Patrick Kelley and Darius Reed. The Red Devils boys team scored 80 
points, only 6.5 points behind state champion Auburn High School. More coverage appears on page C1. 
Photo by Donald Mitchell

LANCASTER—The beginning of a 
new chapter in the lives of 78 Lancaster 
High School seniors will take place this 
Saturday with commencement exercises 
at 10 a.m. in the high school gym.

The 2015 Class Valedictorian, Nicho-
las Green of White Stone, will give the 
commencement address. He is the son 
of Caroline Wheal and Warren Green. 
Green plans to attend Virginia Tech.

This year’s Salutatorian is Joseph 
Rudolph of Weems. He is the son of 
Page Rudolph and the late Charles 
Rudolph. Rudolph plans to attend Lib-
erty University.

The senior class selected special edu-
cation teacher James Herbert to give the 
keynote address. Also speaking will be 
class president Braxton Carter Robbins, 
school superintendent Steven Parker and 
high school principal Erskine Morgan.

For a glance at the candidates for grad-
uation, see the Class of 2015 supplement 
inside this edition.

Nicholas Green

Joseph Rudolph

LHS graduation
slated Saturday

by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—At next week’s budget public 
hearing, the board of supervisors will grapple with 
elimination of the boat tax as they face an almost 
certain increase in the real estate tax rate.

Public hearings on the proposed budget and real 
estate tax increase are scheduled to begin at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, June 18, at the County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road. Supervisors will 
vote on the budget and tax increase June 25.

According to figures released by county adminis-
trator Frank Pleva, the proposed $29,777,589 budget 
for the fiscal year beginning July 1, is based on a 
proposed 4-cent increase in real estate taxes, bring-

ing that tax to 58 cents on every $100 of assessed 
value. The increase will raise $1,914,000 more in 
real estate tax revenue for a total of $16,885,000. 

Spending is expected to be up $1.2 million over 
the current year due to loans for capital improvement 
projects.

Personal property taxes are expected to bring in 
$2,793,100, a $22,400 increase over the current 
year. However, should supervisors vote to elimi-
nate the boat tax, it would result in a revenue loss 
of  $395,000.

Other revenue projections include $4,146,957 
from the state; $745,044 from the federal govern-
ment; $4,590,543 of school operating revenue; 
another $578,945 from school cafeteria; and $38,000 

from the capital project fund.
Expenditures include $15,196,959 for school oper-

ations; $578,945 for school cafeteria; $4,666,744 for 
public safety; $2,786,764 for health and welfare; 
$1,381,541 for general government; $1,191,970 for 
public works; $729,504 for courts; $477,296 for 
community development; $192,595 for recreation 
and cultural activities; $13,700 for non-public school 
education; and $1,922,178 in debt service. 

The county’s fund balance at the end of the cur-
rent fiscal year is expected to be $3,848,476. Should 
supervisors raise the real estate tax by 4 cents, and 
keep the boat tax, the new fiscal year is expected 
to close on June 30, 2016, with a fund balance of 
$4,574,675.

June 18 public hearings scheduled on county’s
proposed $29.7 million budget, 4¢ tax increase

by Audrey Thomasson

REEDVILLE—After the Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries Commission 
(ASMFC) recently increased the East 
Coast menhaden harvest quotas by 
10%, Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
signed a proclamation allowing the 
state’s menhaden industry to increase 
their quotas by that much for the 2015 
fishing season.

Virginia’s menhaden fishery is reg-
ulated by the Virginia General Assem-
bly. Rather than call the assembly 
back to approve the quota increase, 
Gov. McAuliffe legalized it by sign-
ing a proclamation marking Virginia’s 
allowable menhaden harvest for the 
year at 158,700 metric tons. 

A proclamation ceremony was held 
June 4 at Omega Protein Inc. in Reed-
ville.

“We need to have a strong and suc-
cessful menhaden fishery as the busi-
ness amounted to $88 million last 
year to Virginia’s economy,” said Gov. 
McAuliffe.

Virginia’s menhaden fishery is com-
posed of reduction and bait fisheries. 
Omega Protein Inc. of Reedville is 
the largest reduction fishing facility 
on the East Coast. The firm processes 
menhaden to make fish meal and fish 
oil, while the much smaller bait fish-
ery catches bait fish for the East Coast 
blue crab, lobster and eel fisheries.

The new quota increase is based on 
a 2014 report released January 2015 
that found “Atlantic menhaden stock 
are not overfished and overfishing is 
not occurring.” In December 2012 

Gov. McAuliffe signs menhaden
quota proclamation in Reedville

Gov. Terry McAuliffe on Monday ceremoniously signed a proclamation allowing the state’s menhaden 

and Boaz Young-El of the Local 400. Photo by Larry Chowning

by Larry Chowning

the ASMFC voted to cut East Coast 
2013 quotas by 20%, which brought 
criticism from the fishery that the cuts 
were not being based on good science. 
This sparked a more scientific evalua-
tion, which found there are more fish 
than previously thought.

The immediate result of the 10% 
increase in quota is that Omega Pro-
tein Inc. is going to go from fishing 
seven steamers to eight, which will 
result in 24 new jobs, said Omega’s 
vice president of operations Monty 
Deihl.

“Omega Protein is committed to 
working with both the Commonwealth 
and the ASMFC to continue our long 
tradition of sustainable fishing,” said 
Deihl. “The menhaden fishery here 

KILMARNOCK—Local ballots 
in the November 3 general election as 
of Tuesday night’s filing deadline will 
include some new faces, incumbents 
and some contested races. 

Incumbent District 4 Sen. Ryan T. 
McDougle and incumbent District 99 
Del. Margaret Bevans Ransone are both 
unchallenged for the seats they now 
hold.
Lancaster

According to voter registrar Susan P. 
Jett, the following candidates have qual-
ified for the ballot in Lancaster County:

Mumford.

L. Cunningham and Jan C. Smith.

Ballots in Lancaster and
Northumberland counties
to include contested races

Melvin L. Howard Jr., Joan Norris Kent 
and Patrick McCranie.

George E. “Sonny” Thomas Jr.

-
servation District, E. Derwin Booker Jr.

Ernest W. Palin Jr.; District 3, Jason 
D. Bellows; and District 4, Shawn E. 
Donahue and William Roosevelt Lee.

Gibson Moody and Sandra Dee Zeiler; 
District 3, Donald M. McCann III and 
Audrey Thomasson; and District 4, 
Joan W. Gravatt and Claudette Carter 
Henderson.

MENHADEN, continued on page A2

BALLOTS, continued on page A2
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is a long-standing part of our 
community’s cultural heritage 
and economic footprint, and 
we welcome Gov. McAuliffe 
to Reedville, to witness this for 
himself first-hand.”

The proclamation is the end 
result of a process begun ear-
lier this year, with the release 
of an ASMFC scientific stock 
assessment that found that 
the menhaden population was 
far healthier than past assess-
ments had indicated, and that 
menhaden were not overfished 
nor experiencing overfishing, 
as previously thought. At its 
spring meeting, the ASMFC 
decided that, given the new sci-
entific information available, 
that an increase in harvest was 
warranted, partially reversing a 
steeper harvest cut imposed in 
2012.

“We’re all very pleased that 
the science is confirming what 
we’ve all known for a long 
time, that this stock is healthy,” 
said Deihl. “We’ve been here 
in Reedville for over 100 years, 
and we’re excited to be here for 
another 100 years.”

Jimmy Kellum of Kellum 
Maritime of Weems, who 
attended the ceremony and is 
a bait harvester, said the 10% 
increase will have an imme-
diate positive impact on the 
reduction fishery, but it will 
take a while for the bait fishery 
to see those results. The 2012 
formula used by Virginia to 
determine individual quotas 
restricted Kellum to about 
35% reduction of his allowable 
catch. 

The overall loss of Chesa-
peake Bay bait fish in the East 
Coast marketplace has been 
filled over the last two seasons 
by astute Gulf of Mexico men-
haden fishermen, he said.

“Our challenge is going to 
be to get 10% of that market 
share back,” said Kellum.           

Even with that challenge, 
Kellum and other bait fisher-
men are elated that the quota 
has been increased by 10%.

“I can only defend good sci-
ence and we are all delighted 
that this increase in quota is 
based on good science,” he 
said.

Northumberland
According to voter registrar 

Katherine M. Davenport, the fol-
lowing candidates have qualified 
for the ballot:

Karen O. “Toni” Allison and 
Deborah Thomas Bingham.

Jane Blackwell Wrightson.

Lyons and Peyton W. Waller Sr.
-

enue, Todd E. Thomas.

Kirby.

Water Conservation District, 
Robert Vanlandingham.

-
trict 1, A. Joseph “Joe” Self Sr.; 
District 4, Syd E. Garriss and 
Thomas H. “Tommy” Tomlin; 
and District 5, Kathryn T. “Kitty” 
Creeth and Ronnie L. Jett.

F. Michel; District 4, Betty B. 
Christopher and Allen W. Gar-
land Jr.; and District 5, Richard 
P. Saxer and Gail Haynie Sterrett.

Three candidates filed Tues-
day afternoon and have yet to be 

certified, according to Northum-
berland County Electoral Board 
member John Huber. Marshall 
Alan Sebra filed for Northern 
Neck Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District; and Mathew Brent 
and Dana Deihl O’Bier filed for 
the school board in District 1.

Register to vote
Residents may register to 

vote at elections.virginia.gov. 
The deadline to register for the 
November 3 election is October 
13, said Huber.

For information on register-
ing to vote in Lancaster, contact 
Jett at the County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road. 
Her phone number is 462-5277. 
Her email address is sjett@lan-
cova.com. Regular office hours 
are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mon-
days through Fridays.

In Northumberland, contact 
Davenport at the Old Court-
house, 72 Monument Place, 
Heathsville. Her phone number 
is 580-4655. Her email is kgod-
dard@co.northumberland.va.us. 
Regular office hours are 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Mondays through Fri-
days.

WICOMICO CHURCH —
Allen W. Garland last week 
announced he is running for the 
District 4 school board seat in 
Northumberland County. 

Garland, a Northumberland 
County deputy sheriff and former 
school resource officer, attended 
Northumberland schools from 
kindergarten through 12th grade 
and graduated in 1999. He then 
attended Rappahannock Com-
munity College and ECPI Tech-
nical College.

Prior to graduating from 
ECPI, he accepted a position 
in the Information Technology 
department with Northumber-
land schools. Garland worked 
for the school system for eight 
years before joining the sher-
iff’s office in 2010. For the last 
three years, Deputy Garland has 
served as school resource offi-
cer for Northumberland High, 
Middle and Elementary schools. 

During his 11 years with the 
school system, Garland has 
developed relationships with 
administrators, teachers and stu-
dents, and has seen the school 
system from many different 
angles. As a child and young 
adult, Garland shared the school 

LANCASTER—Lt. Tim 
Self on June 9 issued a state-
ment announcing his decision 
not to seek election to Sheriff 
of Lancaster County.

“Today, I announce my deci-
sion to withdraw from the 
race for Sheriff of Lancaster 
County. It has been my life-
long dream to be your sheriff. I 
have worked hard for 28 years 
to achieve that. However, my 
duty is to serve all the citizens 
of Lancaster County the best I 
can each day. 

“As chief investigator of 
our county’s sheriff ’s office, 
I am working on significant 
criminal cases in which I play 
a critical role that are about to 
come to trial. I cannot ignore 
that. Those cases demand 
my best work 100% of the 
time. That does not leave time 
for campaigning for the office 
of sheriff. I have worked with 

Smokin’ hot pig pickin’

pickin’ at Buzzard’s Point Marina. The June 6 fundraiser offered barbecue, beer, music, 
tournaments and rides. See RRecord.com for a related slideshow. Photo by Renss Greene

Menhaden fishery
continued from page A1

Ballots for November 3
continued from page A1

Garland announces bid for District 4 
school board seat in Northumberland

Allen W. Garland

experience with his father, who 
taught history in Northumber-
land for more than 30 years.

Garland’s next association 
with the school system will be 
as a parent. Garland and his wife 
have two children, ages four and 
two, who will soon be attending 
as students.

“I urge everyone—especially 
parents—to call the teachers. 
Ask them about school climate, 
teacher morale, student behav-

ior and any matter of concern,” 
said Garland. “All of these issues 
affect your student’s performance 
in school. Voters must know the 
issues so they can make informed 
decisions at election time.

“I look forward to a contin-
ued working relationship with 
the school system as a member 
of the Northumberland County 
School Board and parent,” he 
continued.

“As a member of the Nor-
thumberland County School 
Board I will affect the change 
that needs to take place for our 
students to be successful. This 
change needs to come soon or 
we will be facing problems that 
will take years to reverse. Please 
support me in my campaign to 
become the District 4 school 
board representative.”

Tim Self withdraws from
sheriff ’s race in Lancaster

each of the announced candi-
dates for over 20 years. Each 
has served our county well.

“I appreciate all the support 
I received from the citizens of 
this county when I announced 
my intentions to be a candi-
date. I will continue to work 
hard in my current role with 
the sheriff ’s office to make this 
county the best place to live for 
my family and yours.” 

FYI
River Market

July 4th 
Picnic Fixins’
White Stone 435-1725

Find us on Facebook!
RRecord.com
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The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

What do a 
chicken and 
a steamboat 
have in common?
Find out at the 

Steamboat Era Museum!

Costumes!

Every Tuesday from 
2:00-4:00 visitors will 
be greeted by a lady 
in 19th century dress! 

Scavenger Hunt! 

Help “Billy” find the 
answers and win a prize!

Summer Hours! 
Tuesday-Saturday 
10am-4pm

156 King Carter Drive  
Irvington, VA 22480

steamboateramuseum.org
804.438.6888

4th Annual

IRVINGTON
CRAB FESTIVAL
August 8, 2015

For more information visit 
steamboateramuseum.org or call 804.438.6888

Cut along the dotted line and keep for summer fun!

Children’s Activities!

Every Friday at 10:00-
11:30 from June 19 to 
August 14, children, 
accompanied by an adult, 
will take part in special 
activities. Please contact 
the museum by Wednesday 
for the following Friday 
event. Fee is $5 per person.

Summer Activities

June 20 – “RIVERSIDE DINNER THEATRE” – “MY WAY” a 
Musical Tribute to Frank Sinatra.

Sept. 14-16 – “AMISHLANDS” – Featuring Sight & Sound’s 
“Joseph”. Tour of the Amish Countryside.

Sept. 23-29– “MACKINAC ISLAND” – Carriage tour of 
island, Tahquamenon Falls, Hydro-jet ferry, Soo Locks dinner 
cruise.

Oct. 3 – “GRAVES MOUNTAIN APPLE FESTIVAL”,  Fun 
Filled Family Day with music, arts & crafts, hay maze, hayrides 
& great food.

Oct. 11-17 – “CAPE COD” – Chatham, Plymouth, Boston, Prov-
incetown and Hyannis Harbor Cruise.

Nov. 15-20 – “JACKSONVILLE, ST. AUGUSTINE, & 
SAVANNAH” – Featuring the Holy Land Experience.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

MOTOR COACH 
TOURSLancaster County Sher-

iff Ronnie Crockett this 
week reported charges against 
11 individuals.

Nathaniel A. Henderson, 20, 
of Lumberlost Trail was charged 
June 3 with assault on law 
enforcement.

Brandon T. Fisher, 24, of Rap-
pahannock Drive was charged 
June 5 with grand larceny.

Ciara M. Tomlin, 30, of South-
port Lane was charged June 8 
on a Northumberland County 
charge of conspiracy to violate 
the drug control act. 
Misdemeanors

A Johns Neck Road woman, 
63, was charged June 1 with vio-
lation of the community correc-
tions program.

A Weems Road man, 19, was 
charged June 2 with two counts 
of violation of the community 
corrections program.

A Morattico Road man, 26, 
was charged June 2 with con-
tempt of court.

An East Church Street man, 
24, was charged June 3 with fail-
ure to appear in court.

A Warsaw woman, 58, was 
charged June 4 with failure to 
appear in court.

A Shalem Place man, 31, was 
charged June 5 with sexual bat-
tery and domestic assault and 
battery.

A Heathsville man, 52, was 
charged June 5 with failure to 
appear in court.

A Culpeper man, 29, was 
charged June 8 with violation of 
a protective order. 
Activity report

June 1: Staff received a report 
of the theft of items from a 
sailboat docked at a residence 
in the 4300 block of Black 
Stump Road (aluminum spin-
naker mast, stainless steel winch 
handle, ICom microphone; $900 
loss), a report of a student threat-
ening a teacher at Lancaster 
Middle School, and a break and 
enter report from the 200 block 
of Taylors Creek Road (lock; 
$10 loss); notified Northum-
berland authorities of a reckless 
driving complaint in the Wic-
omico Church-Remo area; and 
responded to a domestic distur-
bance on Benson Road.

June 2: Staff responded to a 
domestic disturbance on Rappa-
hannock Drive (male complain-
ant declined to prosecute), to a 
trespass complaint in the 20300 
block of Mary Ball Road, to a 
domestic disturbance on White 
Marsh Lane, and to an animal 
control complaint near Lancaster 
Primary School; intercepted a 
reported reckless driver in the area 
of the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge; received a larceny of 
jewelry report from the 600 block 
of Cherry Point Drive ($5,875 
loss), received reports of high 
water in the roadway near Merry 
Point and Devils Bottom roads, a 
downed tree near the 4000 block 
of Merry Point Road and heavy 
debris in the road on Chownings 
Ferry Road (all storm related); 

and a destruction of property 
report from the 300 block of Buz-
zards Neck Road (complainant 
declined to prosecute); attempted 
to contact a former resident of 
Alfonso regarding civil recovery 
of personal property (incorrect 
telephone number); and checked 
on the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could 
not be made (no emergency ser-
vices needed). 

June 3: Staff notified the 
power utility company of a loss 
of power in the 500 block of 
South Main Street (power com-
pany advised the circuit was 
out of service, approximately 
1,300 customers affected, while 
a repair was being made); 
responded with the Depart-
ment of Social Services (DSS) 
to a possible child abuse inci-
dent, to a domestic disturbance 
in the 200 block of Lumberlost 
Road, and to a suspicious person 
complaint on Hills Creek Road 
(property owner was contacted 
and advised that the individual 
had permission to be on/use the 
property); received a walk-in 
complaint of domestic assault 
(arrest reported on June 5), a 
report of the theft of property 
from a parked vehicle in White 
Stone (wallet, prescription drug, 
driver’s license; $110 loss), and 
a walk-in complaint for a pro-
tective order (order issued by 
the magistrate); and assisted the 
manager of a local convenience 
store in securing the business 
when there was a problem with 
the door lock.

June 4: Staff checked on the 
well-being of a dialysis patient 
who did not report for treat-
ment as expected (patient was 
determined to be hospitalized 
in Richmond); responded to a 
landlord/tenant complaint at the 
Tiki Bar at Windmill Point, to a 
landlord/tenant complaint in the 
300 block of Johns Neck Road, 
to Black Stump Road on a com-
plaint of a pedestrian interfering 
with traffic (subject was gone on 
arrival), and to a destruction of 
property call in the 400 block of 
Gaskins Road (shots fired into 
residence; $1,100 damages).

June 5: Staff responded 
to Farley Lane to assist a con-
cerned resident when a power 
outage occurred (utility com-
pany was notified and effected 
repairs), with DSS to a possible 
abuse/neglect incident, with 
Virginia State Police (VSP) to 
a single-vehicle traffic crash 
on Pinckardsville Road (the 
road was closed for about 1:15 
hours; med-evac involved), to 
Corrotoman Baptist Church on 
a complaint of a parked aban-
doned trailer in the parking lot, 
and to the community hospital 
on a mental health emergency 
incident; received a complaint 
from an individual who claimed 
the community hospital refused 
to provide treatment for a spider 
bite (no law enforcement action 
involved), a burglary report from 
East Senora Road (2 kerosene 

heaters; $3,000 loss), a walk-in 
complaint of a domestic assault 
on June 2, and a destruction 
of property report from Holly 
Haven Road (screen, door jamb, 
antique table; $650 loss).

June 6: Staff responded to 
a noise violation complaint on 
Holly Haven Road, to a man 
with a gun call on Johns Neck 
Road (homeowner with a fire-
arm on his property; no crimi-
nal incident), with VSP to a 
single-vehicle traffic crash near 
White Chapel and Courthouse 
roads (complainant reported 
that the driver tried to avoid a 
deer strike), to a destruction of 
property incident on Rappahan-
nock Drive (accidental damage 
to vehicle by a rock thrown from 
a lawn mower; mower operator 
and vehicle owner exchanged 
information), to an attempted 
residential burglary call in 
the 18800 block of Mary Ball 
Road (no criminal incident), 
responded with Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) to a 
medical emergency on Flow-
ering Fields, and to a juvenile 
behavioral complaint on Rail-
way Road (11-year-old acting 
out); and notified Middlesex 
authorities of an EMS call on 
Bob’s Hole Road, and Northum-
berland authorities of a larceny 
call on Browns Store Road. 

June 7: Staff received a 
walk-in complaint of unauthor-
ized use of vehicle, and a larceny 
complaint from a Sharps Road 
resident (complainant reported 
the incident occurred in Lan-
caster County and will stop by 
the office on June 8 to file the 
report); assisted Northumber-
land authorities on a shooting 
call, one victim shot, in the 600 
block of Browns Store Road; 
responded to Gemini Road 
(information related to shoot-
ing in Northumberland County), 
to a domestic disturbance in 
the 900 block of Beanes Road 
(Northumberland deputies still 
involved with the shooting 
investigation), to a destruction 
of property incident on Devils 
Bottom Road (related to the 
unauthorized use of a vehicle 
incident reported above), with 
VSP and Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a two-
vehicle traffic crash at Mary 
Ball and Goodluck roads; with 
KPD to a domestic disturbance 
on School Street, and to assist 
Northumberland deputies on a 
fight call on Browns Store Road 
(call cancelled by Northumber-
land); and attempted to intercept 
a reported reckless driver in the 
area of Goodluck Road.

June 8: Staff received an 
attempted telephone fraud com-
plaint (caller purported to be 
with the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce soliciting donations; call 
originated from 202-836-8017), 
and an attempted telephone fraud 
complaint (IRS tax scam; call 
originated from 202-657-5143).

The sheriff’s staff also con-
ducted 11 traffic stops, issued 
three summonses, assisted seven 

motorists, reported two deer 
strike accidents, handled two 
calls for traffic control, investi-
gated four building alarms, pro-
cessed two mental health orders, 
logged three inmate transports, 
recorded 11 E911 hang-up calls 
and fielded two calls for animal 
control service.

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
an electrical fire on Rappahan-
nock Drive, a power line fire 
on Methodist Church Road and 
with the Kilmarnock VFD to a 
reported structure fire/controlled 
burn at Boys Camp and Mary 
Ball roads.

The Kilmarnock VFD also 
responded to a traffic crash at 
Mary Ball and Goodluck roads.

The Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to separate traffic 
crashes on Pinckardsville Road 
and at White Chapel and Court-
house roads.

Northumberland Sher-
iff Chuck Wilkins this week 
reported charges against nine 
individuals.

Justin Scott Feldman, 25, of 
Burgess was charged June 1 
with breaking and entering and 
grand larceny.

Thelma Elizabeth Crawley, 
58, of Warsaw was charged June 
7 with shoplifting from the Food 
Lion.

Ernest Oneil Kelley, 35, of 
North was charged June 7 with 
several felonies including mali-
cious wounding, possession of a 
firearm after being convicted of 
a violent felony, use of a firearm 
in the commission of a felony, 
assault and battery of rescue 
squad personnel, two counts of 
throwing missiles at occupied 
vehicles, malicious discharge of 
a firearm in an occupied build-
ing and a misdemeanor charge 
of resisting arrest.  
Misdemeanors

A  Hague woman, 61, was 
charged May 31 by the Westmo-
reland County Sheriff’s Office 
with failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County General 
District Court.

A Callao man, 49, was 
charged June 2 with a capias/
attachment of the body from 
Middlesex County General Dis-
trict Court for failing to comply 
with the terms of his suspended 
sentence.

A Heathsville man, 30, was 
charged June 30 with conspiracy 
to sell marijuana.

A Supply woman, 24, was 
charged by Hanover County 
Sheriff’s Office June 5 with a 
capias/attachment of the body 
for failing to appear in the Nor-
thumberland County General 
District Court. 

A Callao man, 46, was 
charged June 6 by VSP with a 
capias/attachment of the body 
for failing to obey a court order..

A Heathsville man, 29, was 
charged June 7 with three counts 
of assault and battery.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

KILMARNOCK—“We’re 
drawing towards the end of the 
school year and it’s been great. It’s 
getting greater all the time,” said 
chairman Dr. Robert Westbrook 
at the beginning of Monday 
night’s school board meeting.

Westbrook was referring to the 
school’s athletic and academic 
successes this year. The Lan-
caster High School Red Devils 
baseball team heads to the state 
championship in Radford this 
weekend, causing principle Ers-
kine Morgan to beam with pride 
as he declared the team is “red 
hot right now.” 

But Morgan and others said 
Lancaster public schools are cel-
ebrating much more than athlet-
ics as the year draws to a close. 
He reported that SOL tests have 
been coming in “and the scores 
have improved.” Results show 
improvement in every area of 
study with Algebra 2 and Geom-
etry improving the most this year, 
Morgan said. 

Morgan attributed the aca-
demic success this year to the 
Lancaster public schools’ Volun-
teer Tutor Program. The program 
offers mentoring and tutoring ser-
vices to students from kindergar-

KILMARNOCK—The Mary Morton Par-
sons Foundation of Richmond has awarded 
the Lancaster Community Library a match 
grant of $100,000 for the renovation of the 
new library building at 16 Towne Centre 
Drive in Kilmarnock. 

"This is an excellent opportunity for 
donors to double the effect of their dona-
tions,” said library director Lindsy Gardner. 
“If a person makes a gift of $100, the library 
will receive another $100 from the Parsons 
Foundation.” 

Gardner announced the grant June 1 and 
reported on the status of the library’s cur-
rent capital campaign. The campaign has 
raised over $1.5 million of its $2.1 million 
goal to purchase and renovate the previous 
River Lanes and Grill property. Fundraising 

started in January 2014 with the aim to move 
into the new facility early in 2016.

The Mary Morton Parsons Foundation was 
founded in 1988 by Mrs. Mary Morton Par-
sons as a private, non-operating foundation 
to support the capital needs of charitable 
organizations in the greater Richmond area. 
Recent recipients of Parsons' grants include 
Historic Christ Church, the Nature Conser-
vancy, the Richmond Ballet and the Science 
Museum of Virginia.

In addition to the many generous contri-
butions from members of the community, 
Lancaster Community Library is also appre-
ciative of grants and gifts from the Wiley, 
Cabell and Jesse Ball duPont foundations, 
the Cole Charitable Trust and Grace Episco-
pal Church Outreach.

The Lancaster Community Library continues to move closer to occupying this building 
at 16 Town Centre Drive in Kilmarnock.

Lancaster Community Library 
receives $100,000 match grant from 
Mary Morton Parsons Foundation

Lancaster schools close successful 
academic year with higher SOL scores 

by Maggie Somerville ten through 12th grade and serves 
over 140 students. This past year 
53 volunteer tutors spent over 
1,450 hours helping students.

“The results show the reading 
scores increased an average of 
about 16 percentage points from 
the fall to the spring for the stu-
dents with volunteer tutors. And 
the math scores increased an 
average of 28 percentage points,” 
said coordinator of volunteer 
tutors Sandra Armstrong, who 
runs the program. 

She praised the volunteer 
tutors for their hard work while 
school board members praised 
her for her commitment to the 
program’s success. District 3 
member Donald McCann com-
mended Armstrong as a “great 
leader” for her work with the stu-
dents and tutors involved. 

Vice chairman Robert Smart 
said, “This is proof of the value of 
this program. It brings the whole 
community together. This is a 
win.”
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VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL

CLAYBROOK BAPTIST CHURCH
2242 Weems Road, Weems, VA

Pre-Registration Picnic Saturday, June 20  2:00 pm - 5:00 pm
For information: 438-5570 or sampewett3@aol.com

Nurse Practitioner, Janet Dehoux

A strong and trusting bond between patient and physician 
has long been recognized as a vital element in better health. With complete 

women’s services for patients of all ages, Riverside Partners in Women’s Health 

works to build that bond by focusing on your personal health and well-being 

throughout your life. 

We put you at the center of personalized care. It’s all part of the commitment 

our entire team makes to our patients every day — to care for you as we would 

care for those we love.

Lisa Casanova, M.D. 
Monilla Dent, M.D.
Jeffrey Henke, M.D. 

Leslie Hurt, M.D. 
Jawwad Khan, M.D. 
Joseph Keith King, M.D.
Elizabeth Lunsford, M.D.

Diane Maddela, D.O. 
Darine Moukalled, M.D.
Karanvir Virk, M.D.

We Put the Emphasis 
on Relationship.

riversideonline.com/women

Partners in Women’s Health

Schedule your appointment today. 804-693-2670

We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

RYAN KENT
REGIONAL PRESIDENT

NMLS 790709
RYAN@PRICEMORTGAGEGROUP.COM

PHONE  l 804 724 3345

Bye Bye 

Penne Poole
Goodbye!

Bye Bye Discounts!

Bye Bye Designer’s

Antiques & Collectibles

CLOSING

LAST WEEKEND
June 18, 19, 20
10 am -5 pm

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of supervi-
sors will hold a public hearing 
on its proposed $36,001,141 
budget on Thursday, June 11.

The board will meet at 5 p.m. 
in the Courts Building, 220 Judi-
cial Place, Heathsville. Public 
hearings will begin at 7 p.m.

There are no proposed tax 
increases in the 2015-16 budget.

The budget shrank $1,622,459 
from last year. Missing expendi-
tures include $1.8 million for the 
newly completed sheriff’s office 
and $300,000 to update the 911 
system.

Revenues are expected to 
exceed expenses by $5,099,683, 
although month-by-month allo-
cations to the animal shelter will 
eat into that surplus. This year, 
those allocations are expected to 
add up to $36,323. The approxi-
mate $5 million surplus will go 
into savings, said county admin-
istrator Kenny Eades.

The board has suggested no 
changes to county staff’s pro-
posed budget so far. A work ses-
sion on the budget Tuesday, May 
26, wound up focusing only on 
approving the school budget.

The law enforcement budget 
climbed $211,018 due largely 
to three new hires who did not 
appear in last year’s budget—
an investigator, a deputy, and a 
dispatcher. The county also will 
have to spend $18,000 on a new 
fingerprinting system which 
allows an instantaneous criminal 
record check.

Meanwhile, the fire depart-
ment budget shrank $100,853, 
due largely to the major expense 
in the current budget of contrib-
uting with several other counties 
to the purchase of a burn build-

ing for training. That $92,759 
expense will not appear in the 
proposed 2015-16 budget.

Emergency services also 
shrank $470,000, again due to 
large purchases in the current 
year to upgrade the 911 system.

The sanitary district shows 
an apparent $177,520 budget 
increase. Eades explained this 
is due to an accounting change. 
Sanitary district salaries were 
previously handled within the 
sanitary district and not shown 
on county budgets; auditors rec-
ommended the county include 
those numbers in the budget 
from 2015-16 forward. 

Although capital expenses 
have dropped precipitously with 
the completion of the nearly $2 
million sheriff’s office, there is 
a $75,000 increase within that 
section of the budget to allow 
for improvements to the EVB 
building in Heathsville which 
the county purchased in the cur-
rent budget year. Eades said the 
county also will have to remove 
the old radio tower at the old 
sheriff’s office, and possibly the 
old sheriff’s office as well.
Real property
tax revenues

These is no proposed tax 
increase in the proposed 2015-
16 budget, and accounting for 
major projects and grants in the 
current year, local revenues are 
essentially flat.

The board of supervisors 
included in the current 2014-
15 budget a 7-cent per $100 of 
assessed value real estate tax 
increase, from 42 cents to 49 
cents per $100. Eades explained 
at that time that the tax increase 
amounted in practical terms 
only to a 3-cent increase, offset 
by a 9.7% total assessment 
decrease from that year’s prop-

Northumberland sets hearing
on $36 million budget draft

by Renss Greene erty appraisal.
Although audited revenue 

numbers—which are the most 
reliable and accurate revenue 
figures—are not yet available 
for the current year, budgeted 
revenues from real property 
taxes this year are expected to 
show a 4.9% increase. Audited 
revenues from the 2013-14 
budget, the year before the tax 
increase, show $13,001,110 in 
real property tax revenue. Bud-
geted revenues for 2014-15, the 
current year, are $13,639,430, a 
$638,320 increase.

As projected for 2015-16, 
real property tax revenues total 
$13,657,074, an increase of 
$17,644.

The property tax increase has 
affected different people in dif-
ferent amounts, but the apparent 
tax increase across the county 
averages close to five cents.

Eades had no comment on the 
tax increase.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school board on 
June 8 agreed to raise lunch 
prices by 10 cents for the 
coming term.

Only three of five school 
board members attended the 
meeting. According to board 
chair Dick Saxer, Jim Michel 
was on vacation and Gerald 
Howard was with his son in a 
hospital in Baltimore.

 Saxer, vice chairman Betty 
Christopher and Dean Sumner 
approved an across-the-board 
increase. Student lunches will 
now cost $2.40 at the elemen-
tary school and $2.50 at the 
middle and high schools. Adult 
lunches will be $3.50.

Over a 173-day school calen-
dar, as adopted for the 2014-15 
school year, if a student missed 
no days and ate lunch at school 
every day, this would make 
$17.30 difference. The total 
cost across the year would be 
$415.20 for an elementary stu-
dent and $435.20 for middle 
and high school students. About 
60% of Northumberland stu-
dents eat free or reduced-cost 
lunches.

Saxer said the price increase 
is to prevent a school nutrition 
budget deficit. Superintendent 
Dr. Rebecca Gates said it is also 
meets a state-mandated price 
formula.

In other business, director 
of guidance Melissa Hipple 
told the school board the class 
of 2015 has been awarded 
$761,670 in scholarships. She 

LOTTSBURG—Voting 3-0, 
the Northumberland school 
board on June 8 approved a 
Junior Beta Club trip to Nash-
ville, Tenn.

However, chairman Dick 
Saxer said he was “very 
uncomfortable” with the vote 
because projected costs are 
only an estimate and the person 
driving the students is a parent, 
not Northumberland school 
staff.

Saxer, vice chairman Betty 
Christopher and Dean Sumner 
voted in favor of the request. 
Members Jim Michel and 
Gerald Howard were absent.

Club president Tahi Wiggins 
thanked the school board for its 
support. Three members of the 
Northumberland Junior Beta 
Club will travel to Nashville to 
compete at the national level.

“Junior Beta is an honor-
able organization, one that I 
think the school should be very 
proud of,” said Wiggins.

Included in the motion was 
a decision to develop rules for 
hotel expenses on school trips.

Tahi Wiggins

School board
okays Junior
Beta Club trip

by Renss Greene

Northumberland school board meeting June 8. Simpson said Northumberland is among 

Northumberland raises school lunch fees
by Renss Greene

JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN
Today, everyone can own a watch that 
is accurate, durable, water-resistant 
and requires no attention except for the 
occasional replacement of the battery. 
Prices range from extremely expensive 
down to literally dollars and cents.

All age groups are looking for watches 
to wear for work, play and for dress 
occasions. You need look no further 
. . . we carry a complete selection at 
competitive prices!

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

added that this includes only 
funds the students will be using, 
and not, for example, money 
they were offered by colleges 
they chose not to attend.

Of Northumberland’s 101 
expected graduates, 53 earned 
advanced diplomas, 41 plan to 
attend a four-year school, 36 
plan to attend a two-year school, 
and 17 will enter the military or 

a trade or technical school.
Gates reported that the sev-

enth- and eighth-grade choir 
won first place at the Kings 
Dominion Music Festival, 
and the high school choir won 
second.

The school board approved 
school nutrition employee con-
tracts, pending budget approval 
by the board of supervisors.

Gift Subscriptions
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Ticket to ride
Tickets are on sale for the grand prize in the 2015 

night of the 80th annual festival for this 2015 Chevrolet 

the carnival, July 30 through August 8, at 200 Waverly 
Avenue, Kilmarnock. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

WHITE STONE—The White Stone 
Town Council last Thursday sped 
through a trio of public hearings that 
resulted in the adoption of two zoning 
amendments and advanced the fiscal 
year 2015-16 budget draft. 

With only planning commission chair-
man John Taliaferro in the audience, 
council opened and closed the hearings 
in four minutes. 

Council considered and adopted both 
zoning ordinance amendments recom-
mended by the commission. One will 
allow for conditional zoning as part of 
an application to rezone a property and 
amend the official zoning map. The 
other establishes requirements for site 
plan submissions and approval for use 
and development of land for commer-

cial, industrial and multi-family pur-
poses for a land area disturbance greater 
than 2,500 square feet. 

Following the hearing, councilman 
David Jones moved to approve the first 
amendment. Blair Kenyon seconded the 
motion and it passed, 5-0, with Jones, 
Kenyon, Kelli Blankenship, Irving Brit-
tingham and William Hubbard voting in 
favor. Council members Jennifer Hodges 
and Joe Sliakis were absent. 

The second amendment also passed, 
5-0, with Hubbard making the motion to 
approve and Brittingham seconding it. 

Among changes, a site plan will be 
null and void if no significant work is 
done or development is made within five 
years after the final site plan approval. 
The preliminary site plan is null and 
void if the final site plan is not submit-
ted within a year from the date of the 

preliminary plan approval. 
The changes will make the town’s 

ordinances the same as the county’s, said 
town manager Patrick Frere. 

Council also held a second reading 
on its proposed $155,375 budget for the 
next fiscal year beginning July 1. The 
budget is $550 higher than the current 
budget. Estimated expenditures include 
a $4,202 increase for central adminis-
tration and a $2,000 increase for town 
council expenses. The draft shows a 
$1,725 decrease for public safety and a 
$5,147 decrease in capital improvement 
funding. 

Council is expected to vote on the 
budget at a special meeting at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, June 18, in the town office, 
433 Rappahannock Drive, White Stone. 
A public meeting on a downtown revital-
ization grant will follow.

WHITE STONE—Town 
manager Patrick Frere has 
called for a hurry-up offense 
in White Stone, where council 
recently received a $5,000 grant 
for a downtown revitalization 
project. 

Frere was notified by the state 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development May 
18 of the award for the Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) Planning Grant 
for a proposed White Stone 
Downtown Revitalization Proj-
ect. The $5,000 in funding is 
to reimburse the town for the 
completion of seven require-
ments before an application for 
a larger grant can be submitted 
on July 17. 

“The turnaround for this is a 

lot faster than [the grant appli-
cation] before,” said Frere. “But 
if we do all these things by July 
17, we could have access to 
another $35,000.”

Council has a month to hold 
an initial public meeting, two 
management team meetings, 
a visioning session with busi-
ness owners, a physical inven-
tory survey, draft a request 
for proposals for consultants 
and seek advice from the Vir-
ginia Department of Historic 
Resources. Once those require-
ments have been met, the town 
can apply for additional grant 
funding for the project. 

A public meeting to familiar-
ize residents and council with 
the project will be held at 7 
p.m. Thursday, June 18, at the 
town office, 433 Rappahannock 
Drive, White Stone. Jerry Davis 

of the Northern Neck Plan-
ning District Commission will 
answer questions.

Frere also scheduled a vision-
ing session with a facilitator at 6 
p.m. June 25 at the town office. 
Stakeholders or business owners 
in the project area are invited to 
share their vision for the town. 

Meanwhile council is await-
ing word on another grant appli-
cation, submitted in March, 
which focuses on residential 
renovation and revitalization. 
The town received $30,000 in 
a CDBG Planning Grant. The 
town is competing with 30 other 
towns and localities statewide 
for the grants. Awards are usu-
ally given in late June or July, 
said Frere. 

The town has applied for $1.4 
million in block grant funding to 
rehabilitate substandard hous-

ing, address storm water needs 
and contribute to a public sewer 
system. Three different catego-
ries have been slated in phase 
one of the proposed project, 
with about $700,000 for hous-
ing rehab, another $140,000 for 
storm water needs and another 
$400,000 for a public sewer 
system.

According to Frere, the town 
is requesting grant funding 
from other sources, including 
the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, to assist with the sewer 
project, which will cost several 
million dollars. The total budget 
for the project is $5,876,000 
with an anticipated $1.4 mil-
lion from the CDBG, $4,340,00 
from the USDA Rural Devel-
opment Program, $110,000 
from the Southeast Rural Com-
munity Assistance Project and 

$26,000 from the Bay Aging 
Weatherization Assistance Pro-
gram.

Some 175 residences, mixed-
use buildings and commercial 
structures can be served by 
phase one of the system, said 
Frere. So far, 92 have signed up 
to hook on to the system.

Frere told council the USDA, 
in its initial funding feedback, 
urged the town to require man-
datory sewer hook-up in the 
project area. Frere also said 
after reviewing the town’s pre-
liminary engineering report, the 
department “wanted a stron-
ger statement from the health 
department on the [current] 
septic systems in phase one,” 
including the age of the sys-
tems, repair areas, lot size and 
failure rates. 

The town should have 

$110,000 to cover the septic 
system hook-up costs for about 
69% of those meeting the 
income level requirements in 
phase one, he said. Those not 
meeting the low-to-moderate 
income level requirement could 
expect to pay between $500 to 
$1,000 for hook-up. 

Council by consensus and 
suggestion of Mayor Randy 
Reeves directed Frere to draft 
a letter for mandatory sewer 
hook-up.

 “We have it if we need it,” 
said Reeves. 

“We may not be able to do 
this [project] otherwise,” added 
councilman David Jones. 

Accordingly, the town is not 
currently requiring mandatory 
hook-up if the project moves for-
ward and will only require it if 
it’s a condition for grant funding.

White Stone adopts zoning amendments;
sets $155,375 budget proposal for adoption

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Town continues to pursue improvement grants; takes 
steps to initiate mandatory sewer hook-up if required

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

A reminder from your LOCAL newspaper.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

BELFAST, NORTHERN IRELAND, 
U.K.—After a 25-year gap, I am back in 
Northern Ireland, this time by train from 
Dublin. While on this trip, our family also 
has taken a bus excursion to visit the Giant’s 
Causeway, and our focus this time has been 
to experience the Titanic Museum, here on 
the spot where the ship was launched over 
a century ago.

My first visit to the North was shortly 
before the outbreak of The Troubles, as 
the long period of civil unrest between 
Catholics and Protestants, Nationalists and 
Unionists, is known. That trip was also by 
train, and upon crossing into the North, I 
recall having to open my small camera case 
for inspection, but on my next visit with 
friends by car in 1990, we were required to 
pull off the motorway into a sealed space 
for the car to be examined and for each of 
us to be questioned extensively.

Today, with the new period of peace, 
whether by bus or by car, the border is 
indistinguishable. No inspections, no sig-
nage, and no fortifications. By car the only 
indication that one has crossed into the 
United Kingdom is the absence on mileage 
and destination signs of the directions in 
Gaelic once one is in the North. Some of 
the heavily fortified Belfast police stations 

retain their former appearance, but most of 
the armaments have been dismantled. 

A popular tourist attraction is the Black 
Taxi tour of Belfast whereby a taxi driver 
will take his fares on a personalized tour of 
the areas that were afflicted by The Troubles. 
Upon booking the tour, visitors are asked 
whether they want a Catholic or a Protestant 
driver. Although camaraderie exists among 
the drivers, depending on religion the tour 
will be directed accordingly. 

As our goal on this trip is to “experience,” 
I do not use the words “visit” or “see,” the 
Titanic Museum. We departed the train sta-
tion immediately by taxi to come to the 
water’s edge where the structure dominated 
the Belfast skyline. Quite simply, it is the 
greatest interactive museum I ever have vis-
ited, in a modernistic building that evokes 
the shape of the ship itself. The tour begins 
with extensive displays of life and industry 

in Belfast at the turn of the 20th century. 
Flax making, whiskey distilling, and ship-
building give the story of the city’s past. 

From that point the passage proceeds to 
the actual building of the ship. Through its 
launching, on to its finishing and sea trials, 
and delivery to White Star Line to begin its 
trans-Atlantic service. Proceeding along is 
akin to reading a mystery novel where the 
reader knows the final outcome, but remains 
riveted across each page. Perhaps use of the 
word “riveted” is a subconscious residue of 
the tour, in that the iron rivets that held the 
great steel plates together were probably the 
cause of the ship’s hull coming apart when 
colliding with the iceberg.

A young Jesuit seminarian, Francis 
Browne, who was an amateur photographer, 
was given a passage on the first leg of the 
first and final trip of the Titanic, to Cher-
bourg, France, and then to Queenstown, Ire-
land, from whence it sailed off to its North 
Atlantic fate. During that initial voyage a 
wealthy American couple befriended him, 
and offered to pay his passage on to Amer-
ica. He cabled his Jesuit superior for per-
mission to go, but the superior replied with 
a terse wire, “Get off that ship.” As a result 
he disembarked at Queenstown, which now 
as Cobh is the port of Cork. 

Frank Browne went on to become a Jesuit 
priest, serving most of his career in Ireland. 
On this trip we visited his grave at Glasn-
evin Cemetery in Dublin. Glasnevin is the 
Irish equivalent of Arlington National Cem-
etery, except that it is not strictly a military 
cemetery. The pictures that he took from 
England to France and on to Ireland are 
the last known images of the world’s most 
famous ocean liner. He lived until 1960, 
but many of his negatives were not discov-
ered until a Jesuit house was being house-
cleaned in 1985, and the rest of his trove of 
images emerged.

After leaving the main museum, we toured 
the “Nomadic,” berthed next to the facility; 
it was the tender ship for the Titanic, ferry-
ing the passengers from dockside to the big 
ship. Today it is the only surviving White 
Star ship, and gives the visitor an introduc-
tory impression of how travel occurred in 
that great age of crossing the Atlantic both 
in luxury as well as in steerage.

An Irish friend told me that we should 
plan on two-and-a-half to three hours going 
through the museum. We spent four, and 
were the train not leaving to take us back to 
Dublin, our stay might have been longer. All 
four of us read every word of each exhibit; 
what more could I say of any museum?

Quite simply, it is the great-
est interactive museum I 
ever have visited, in a mod-
ernistic building that evokes 
the shape of the ship itself.

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Focal Point

Bluebird chicks at Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury

Photo by John Roberts

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

The Virginia Code requires 
drivers to allow at least 3 feet 
between their car and a bicycle 
when passing a bicycle.

This means that on our two-
lane county roads, a car often 
needs to cross into the oncom-
ing lane to pass a bicycle. This 
also means that if there is an 
oncoming car, or a lack of visi-
bility, a driver must stay behind 
the bicycle until it is safe to 
pass.

My experience as a cyclist is 
that most of our drivers do this 
as a matter of courtesy. They 
patiently wait behind the bicy-
clist until it is clear and safe 
to pass widely. But there are a 
few who are too impatient and 
try to squeeze by, putting the 
cyclist—and their own driving 
future—at risk.  Remember, if 
you hit a cyclist in your lane, 
you are at fault.

Virginia law also provides 
that bicyclists are entitled to 
a highway lane if there is no 
specific bicycle lane provided. 
And bicyclists are obliged to 
follow the same driving laws 
as automobile drivers. Let’s all 
remember to “share the road” 
and remember the 3-foot law.   

Robert Weekley,
Lancaster

Give bicycles
their 3 feet

A friend emailed me a report 
that the street signs in Deer-
born, Mich., are now in Arabic 
and Christians there are forbid-
den to practice their religion. 
Hey, U.S. Supreme Court, 
if this is true, why isn’t this 
unconstitutional? 

And U.S. Congress, after 
telling us to use no more than 
1.6 liters to flush our toilets, 
how about a Constitutional 
Amendment making English 
the official U.S. language? If 
you aren’t just a tourist, learn it 
or go home.

No “strategy for conquering 
ISIS” Obama? Where are the 
George Washingtons, the Pat-
rick Henrys, the James Mon-
roes, the Teddy Roosevelts, 
the Harry Trumans, and the 
Ronald Reagans when we need 
them?

Obama, get off the pot and 
appoint a Secretary of Defense 
with “The Boys” needed to 
nuke the terrorists on their 
home turf so we don’t have 
to fight them ourselves on the 
streets of Deerborn, and Rich-
mond, and Atlanta, and Kansas 
City.

All you heroes of Lexington 
and Concord, Valley Forge, 
Gettysburg, Iwo Jima, and 
Omaha Beach: rise up out of 
your graves and put the fear of 
God into our inept congress.

The Republicans are too 
obsessed with making the 
Democrats look bad to do any-
thing really productive, and the 

Wake up, America! Democrats are too enamored 
with the Clintons and too dis-
organized to fix the problem. 
Where are the Will Rogers, the 
Al Capps, the Walt Kellys, and 
the Garry Trudeaus when we 
need someone to cry “foul?”

Wake up, America! Demand 
immediate action before our 
government “politically cor-
rectedly” watches our great 
country dissolve into oblivion.

 Rob Ransone,
Wicomico Church

I am writing on behalf of the 
Virginia Marine Trades Associ-
ation in support of the elimina-
tion of the boat tax in Lancaster 
County.

The sticking point seems to 
be the loss of $395,000 in rev-
enue, yet the loss of the boating 
public and the supporting busi-
nesses would come at a much 
higher cost as boaters move to a 
more tax-friendly county, or to 
Maryland.

The industry’s economic 
impact is significant. Reports 
from the National Marine Man-
ufacturers Association indicated 
the industry has a $2.9 billion 
impact on Virginia, supporting 
700 businesses and 15,000 jobs.

To some degree all coun-
ties around the bay recognize 
that the balance between work-
ing waterfronts and residen-
tial development is trending 
to one that is predominantly 
residential. These economic 

Keep boating

and cultural changes then limit 
economic diversification. By 
reducing, restricting or ignoring 
commercial waterfront activi-
ties, we end up painting our-
selves into a corner with regard 
to any future tax base.

The county’s comprehen-
sive plan states: “It should be 
a major policy of the county 
to promote the development 
of quality boating facilities for 
both public and commercial 
use.” Additionally, the 2013 
Community Economic Devel-
opment Strategy states: “Estab-
lishment of the region as a 
marine-hub for the Mid-Atlan-
tic; 1-implement tax policy 
favorable to marine activities 
in the region.” Lancaster should 
be doing whatever it can to 
attract more of this industry.

Research has indicated 
both Stafford and Glouces-
ter counties recorded a loss in 
the number of boaters, marine 
industry businesses and accom-
panying jobs, when boaters 
relocated to more tax-friendly 
neighboring counties.

On the reverse side, a recent 
report provided to VISIONS in 
2014 suggests that if Lancaster 
County cut its boat tax it could 
see an increased benefit of 
$11,089,106 as well as added 
jobs and an increase in regis-
tered boats.

Lancaster should look 
towards preserving jobs and 
keeping a viable industry afloat.

Donald McCann,
VMTA president,

White Stone 

YOUR LETTERS

Some folks will do anything 
for a free beer. In a recent 
letter, I challenged another 
writer, a former professor, to 
name a single reputable cli-
mate scientist who denies “cli-
mate change.” If he could, I’d 
buy him a beer.

My challenge was explicitly 
and unambiguously about “cli-
mate change” and not about 
“human-caused global warm-
ing.”

In response to my chal-
lenge, the writer asserted that 
the climate scientist Dr. Fred 
Singer “denies the consensus” 
of human-caused global warm-
ing. Whereupon, the writer tri-
umphantly demanded his free 
beer.

Dr. Singer is one of Amer-
ica’s most respected climate 
scientists and has written on 
the subject of global warm-
ing for, roughly, the last 20 
years. During that time, he 
has disputed the degree to 
which humans have measur-
ably affected global tempera-
tures. However, he accepts as 
true that climate is a dynamic 
system that always has been, 
and will be, in flux. Thus, he’s 
a full-bore believer in climate 
change.

In view of the foregoing 
facts, it’s clear that the writer 
has committed two errors in 
logic.

The first error is known as 
the red herring fallacy. He has 
shifted attention from the proper 
subject (“climate change”) to 
another, completely different, 
subject (“human-caused global 
warming”).

No free beer

The second error is known 
as the straw man fallacy. He 
has ridiculed climate scientists 
who deny climate change even 
though no such scientists exist.

The writer concluded his 
letter with the following 
words: “It helps to read care-
fully what is written, do some 
research if needed, and not be 
too quick to accept your own 
prejudices.”

I concur with those wise 
words. But, given the serious 
logical errors in his letter, my 
advice to the writer is: “Physi-
cian, heal thyself.”

The beer stays in the cooler.
Hank Hoover,

White Stone

I read with great interest a 
Record article about hydraulic 
fracking in the Northern Neck. 
It came at about the same time 
as one in the Washington Post 
about a 2-year moratorium on 
this controversial process. 

This legislation requires 
Maryland’s Department of the 
Environment to make a deci-
sion on it by October 2016. 
Maryland now luckily has 
two years to study this process 
more carefully.

Many of us have seen videos 
of homeowners in West Vir-
ginia setting their tap water 
on fire and having to abandon 
their wells.

In Montoursville, Pa., hun-
dreds of farmers were offered 
money for “mineral rights” 
many years ago. Haliburton 
came recently and drilled and 
pumped chemicals all over to 
extract the valuable natural gas 
trapped within the bedrock.

I witnessed pipes in the 
ground with flames leaping 
out. Years later many home-
owners have forsaken their pre-
viously pristine wells and must 
now rely on bottled water.

Another interesting bit of 
news: Scientists have drawn 
links between frequent earth-
quakes in Oklahoma and the 
wastewater injection wells 
used for oil and gas production, 
including fracking. Research-
ers say the toxic wastewater, 
that remains permanently 
stored thousands of feet under-
ground, reduces friction along 
fault lines, which can trigger 
earthquakes.  

 I have bought property in 
Westmoreland County, and my 
new home is almost finished. 
My intent is to soon make it my 
permanent home.

I am moving there because 
of the down-to-earth, friendly 
and sensible population. I 
should think protecting what 
you all have, clean air, water, 
wildlife and land, would be 
common sense. 

At least take a lesson from 
our neighbors in Maryland, 
who intend to take a harder 
look at such a debatable topic.

Julie Hendrickson,
Annandale

Freaked about 
fracking

Sunday is June 14. What are 
your plans for Flag Day? 

Embrace Old Glory: The 50 
stars on the flag represent the 
50 states of the United States 
of America, and the 13 stripes 
represent the 13 British colonies 
that declared independence from 
the Kingdom of Great Britain, 
and became the first states in the 
Union.

On June 14, 1777, the Conti-
nental Congress passed the first 
Flag Act: “Resolved, That the flag 
of the United States be made of 
thirteen stripes, alternate red and 
white; that the union be thirteen 
stars, white in a blue field, repre-
senting a new Constellation.”

Do something patriotic. Dis-
play the American flag. Wear red, 
white and blue. Visit a museum, 
historic battlefield, monument, 
historic site, or art gallery.

Host a cookout. Throw a party. 
Attend a patriotic concert. Enjoy 
a baseball game. Watch an auto 
race. Launch some fireworks.

Delve into some historic lit-
erature: speeches, essays, docu-
ments, poetry and songs. 

Pray for our country, our gov-
ernment, our military, our past, 
present and future.

Renew your allegiance to the 
Flag of the United States with 
The Pledge of Allegiance: “I 
Pledge Allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of America 
and to the Republic for which it 
stands, one Nation under God, 
invisible, with liberty and justice 
for all.”

Renew your vow to the United 
States with The American’s 
Creed: “I believe in the United 
States of America as a Govern-
ment of the people by the people, 
for the people, whose just powers 
are derived from the consent of 
the governed; a democracy in a 
Republic; a sovereign Nation of 
many sovereign States; a perfect 
Union, one and inseparable; 
established upon those principles 
of freedom, equality, justice, and 
humanity for which American 
patriots sacrificed their lives and 
fortunes.

“I therefore believe it is my 
duty to my Country to love it; to 
support its Constitution; to obey 
its laws; to respect its flag, and to 
defend it against all enemies.”

Learn all four verses of the 
national anthem, The Star 
Spangled Banner, including the 
last one: “O, thus be it ever when 
freemen shall stand,

Between their lov’d homes and 
the war’s desolation;

Blest with vict’ry and peace, 
may the heav’n-rescued land

Praise the Pow’r that hath 
made and preserv’d us a nation!

Then conquer we must, when 
our cause is just,

And this be our motto: ‘In 
God is our trust’

And the star-spangled banner 
in triumph shall wave

O’er the land of the free and 
the home of the brave!”
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LANCASHIRE
CONVALESCENT & REHABILITATION CENTER

287 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA   /  vahs.com

Lancashire Convalescent & Rehabilitation 

  Center is pleased to offer the comfort of 

all-private rooms — available for residents in need 

of skilled or rehabilitative care. 

In addition, you can count on us for:

 In-house physical, occupational and speech    

   therapy provided by our team of licensed therapists

 A doctor on staff to ensure quality care

 Coverage, in most cases, by Medicare and other     

   carriers — up to 100 days per benefit period

To learn mmorre, coontact our admministrator, 

Garrett Jonnees, att 804-435-16884, or visit us onnline 

at www.vaahhs.comm.

The care you need. The privacy you want.
ALL-PRIVATE ROOMS NOW AVAILABLE FOR REHABILITATION AND SKILLED CARE RESIDENTS

Karen  O. “Toni” Allison 
has announced her candidacy for 

Clerk of the Circuit Court of 
Northumberland County.  

A general election will be held on 
November 3, 2015.   

 
Toni, a native of Northumberland County, has been 

employed in the legal profession since November 1990 
when she took a job as a legal assistant with the law firm 

of Smith, Murphy and Taliaferro. There she gained 
experience in trusts and estates, civil litigation and 

retirement plan administration. She has been employed as the administrative assistant for 
the Northumberland County Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office since 1996.  Her duties there 

have included  preparing criminal cases for trial in the Circuit Court  as well as preparing 
the criminal dockets, the schedule used by the Court, Commonwealth’s Attorney, defense 

attorneys, the Northumberland County Sheriff ’s Office and the Northern Neck Regional Jail.  
Toni attends every day of criminal court and is responsible for seeing that orders reflecting 

the Court’s rulings are correct. She has assisted in matters ranging from hunting violations to 
first degree murder trials, to hearings on restoration of driving privileges and civil rights.  She 

has also served as clerk for the Multi-Jurisdiction Grand Jury for the past 6 years.

Toni has a broad understanding of the legal system and the need for necessary changes in the 
Circuit Court Clerk’s Office.  Among the issues Toni would like to address in the Northum-
berland County Circuit Court Clerk’s Office is ensuring correct data entry to produce accu-

rate criminal records. This is critical to the proper running of our legal system, so citizens are 
treated fairly and safety for law enforcement officers in Northumberland County is enhanced.  

Toni currently resides in Lottsburg with her husband, Joey Allison, and her two children, 
Hannah, 15, and Will, 11.  She is a graduate of Northumberland High School and Rappahan-

nock Community College and holds a paralegal certificate from Old Dominion University. 
Paid for and authorized by Karen. O. Allison 

Do you Remember?
This photo-illustration of the 1965 Lancaster High School 
Band comes from the The Peake, the 1965 Lancaster 
High School yearbook. George Yeatman served as band 
director, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee 
Ashburn. “Do you Remember?” is a community service 
of the museum.

(Reprints from the June 9, 1905, issue of the Virginia Citizen)

Pearls From The Sea
Mrs. A. P. Rowe and little daughter have gone to Irvington 

for an extended visit to Mrs. R.’s parents, Capt. And Mrs. W. L. 
Messick.—Fredericksburg Free Lance

Mr. George H. Smith, a prominent citizen of Northumberland 
county, was in the city Wednesday and a caller at our office. He 
brought up a vessel load of fish for sale.—Fredericksburg Free 
Lance

The many friends of Mr. John D. Luttrell, who has resided on 
his farm near Nokomis for many years, learn with regret that 
he has gone to Baltimore where he intends to live in the future. 
Capt. Luttrell is one of the most popular and influential citi-
zens of the county and it is hoped that he will yet return to the 
county.—Heathsville Echo

Ocran
Mrs. Florence Barrow and daughter, who have been visiting 

the former’s brother, R. C. Dawson, returned to their home in 
Richmond Friday.

H. R. Humphreys was in Norfolk last week getting material 
for the Masonic Temple at Kilmarnock. He will begin work on 
same this week with a corps of assistants.

A new daughter graces the home of Capt. and Mrs. J. F. Bel-
lows.

A few of our young people attended Children’s Day exercises 
at Rehoboth church Sunday and report a very enjoyable time, as 
did also those who attended the commencement exercises at the 
Academy this week.

Kilmarnock
Wm. E. Cox was slightly paralyzed in his right side last 

Friday. His condition is some what improved, we are glad to say.
Allie Cralle, cashier of Tappahannock bank, spent Sunday 

with his parents here.
Wm. Wright had a horse to break its leg by stepping in a hole 

in the road. The animal had to be killed.
Carpenters and builders are at work on the new Masonic 

Temple here. A special communication of Lancaster Union 
Lodge is called for Friday of this week at 2 p.m.

Misses Susie, Charlotte and Bessie Claybrook spent a few 
days with Miss Mabel Rilee at Irvington.

Lancaster Courthouse
Miss Laura Chilton left Monday on a month’s visit to Con-

necticut.
Miss Bessie Combs entertained a number of her friends 

Wednesday afternoon.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball 

Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

Evidence of human-caused 
climate change is overwhelm-
ing. For readers who are 
interested in seeing the data 
and its analysis, there is a set 
of five documents produced 
in 2013 and 2014.

They address the physical 
science basis; the impacts; 
adaptation; mitigation; and 
synthesis. They can be down-
loaded from the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate 
Change website. The 27 
pages of the “Summary for 
Policymakers” of the Physical 
Volume Report documents 
the evidence that humans are 
primarily to blame.

See also the easy to read 
24-page report from the U.S. 
National Academy of Sci-
ences and the Royal Academy 
titled “Climate Change Evi-
dence & Causes.”  A report 
from the business commu-
nity titled “Risky Business, a 
Climate Risk Assessment for 
the United States” addresses 
near- and long-term risks by 
region of the U.S.

A short report by the pres-
tigious American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of 
Science, is titled: “What We 
Know; The Reality, Risks, 
and Response to Climate 
Change.”  The Union of Con-
cerned Scientists has a well 
researched 53-page report 
titled: “Encroaching Tides, 
How Sea Level Rise and Tidal 
Flooding threaten U.S. East 
and Gulf Coast Communities 
over the Next 30 Years.” It 
includes forecasts of sea level 
rise for Lewisetta and Wind-
mill Point.

The Department of Defense 
has published a 17-page 

Here’s the
evidence

report titled “2014 Climate 
Change Adaptation Road-
map.” The first sentence in 
the report states: “Climate 
change will affect the Depart-
ment of Defense’s ability to 
defend the nation and poses 
immediate risks to U.S. 
national security.” The report 
outlines DOD’s concerns. 

These documents pro-
vide data on the urgency for 
putting a price on carbon to 
reduce emissions from fossil 
fuels.

We must do this to mitigate 
climate change so our grand-
children and their children 
can have a livable environ-
ment.

Gregory T. Haugan, PhD
Heathsville

YOUR LETTERS

The Lancaster County 
Branch NAACP will meet at 
7 p.m. Tuesday, June 16, at the 
Lancaster Community Library, 
235 School Street, Kilmarnock.

The agenda will include the 
selection of two alternate del-
egates to the NAACP National 
Convention in Philadelphia, 
Pa., and committee reports. The 
church liaison committee will 
report on registration efforts. 
The Freedom Fund Banquet 
Committee will present a prog-
ress report.

President Lloyd N. Hill will 
lead a discussion on “Eight 
Facts You Should Know About 
the Criminal Justice System 
and People of Color.”

“Our progress as a commu-
nity and nation will never be 
what it should be until those 
unaffected by wrong are as 
outraged as those who are 
affected,” said Hill.

Lancaster NAACP

will meet Tuesday

U.S. Sen. Mark R. Warner, 
U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine, U.S. Rep. 
Bobby Scott, U.S. Rep. Randy 
Forbes and U.S. Rep. Rob Wit-
tman on June 5 applauded the 
U.S. Navy for signing a more 
than $4 billion contract to award 
the construction of the USS John 
F. Kennedy (CVN-79) to New-
port News Shipbuilding.

“Today’s announcement 
marks an important step forward 
in designing and building the 
second in this new Ford class 
of aircraft carriers,” said Sen. 
Warner. “This contract will allow 
Newport News Shipbuilding to 
plan for the future and provides 
stability and predictability for its 
workers, the world’s best ship-
builders.”

 “I’m thrilled the Navy has offi-
cially awarded Newport News 
Shipbuilding a contract to begin 
construction on the USS John 
F. Kennedy,” said Sen. Kaine, a 
member of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. “Con-
struction and overhaul of our 
aircraft carrier fleet is increas-
ingly critical in today’s complex 
threat environment. This is a ter-
rific boost for our shipbuilders in 
Hampton Roads and a reminder 
of Virginia’s long-standing lead-
ership in the industry.”

“Our region’s shipbuild-
ers have always constructed the 
finest ships in the world and I 
know they are ready to rise to 
the challenge again to build the 
John F. Kennedy,” said Rep. 
Scott. “Today’s decision by 
the Navy is great news for the 

Virginia delegation praises

U.S. Navy action awarding

USS John F. Kennedy contract

paper & 
online 

RRecord.com
435-1701

What is the accept-
able thing to do when you 
are given a wrapped, or 
cupped, butter pat? Do you 
remove it from the wrap-
ping and, if so, what do you 
do with the paper or plas-
tic?

Two Dinner Companions,
Irvington and White Stone

Dear You Two,
A little bit of butter can cer-

tainly baffle. However, the eti-
quette provides a lot of leeway 
for us. 

We may either keep the 
butter in its wrapping as we use 
it, or remove it.  If we remove 
it, we simply leave the paper or 
tiny tub on our bread plate. 

If we don’t have a bread 
plate, we should tuck the refuse 
under the edge of the dinner 
plate in a manner that won’t 
soil the table.

Ginger Philbrick is the 
owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited to 
e-mail your manners questions 
to her and she will respond as 
time and space allow. You may 
contact her at youarepolite1@
verizon.net and visit her web-
site at becauseyouarepolite.
com. RSVP! 

Hampton Roads region and our 
national security.”

 “The USS John F. Kennedy 
will serve this nation well into 
the 21st century, providing the 
most advanced power projec-
tion capabilities in the history 
of warfare. As the United States 
faces challenges from the Per-
sian Gulf to the South China Sea, 
our aircraft carriers will provide a 
flexible, scalable response to any 
national security challenge that 
is simply without parallel,” said 
Rep. Forbes. “With an almost 
10% savings over the original 
ship in its class, the Kennedy also 
demonstrates the importance 
of a stable acquisition process 
that provides value to taxpayers 
and meets our national security 
needs.”

 “Our aircraft carrier fleet is 
central to U.S. defense and dip-
lomatic policy,” said Rep. Wit-
tman. “A robust fleet of carriers 
makes possible Ronald Rea-
gan’s timeless adage of ‘peace 
through strength.’ This contract 
announcement for CVN-79 capi-
talizes on industrial base efficien-
cies and underscores the United 
States’ commitment to naval 
strength by moving forward with 
the Ford Class carrier in a timely 
manner.” 

The announcement followed 
strong efforts by the biparti-
san delegation to maintain the 
11-carrier fleet. After learning 
that the Pentagon did not include 
funding for the USS George 
Washington (CVN 73) refueling 
and overhaul in the President’s 
FY2015 budget, the senators and 
representatives worked together 
to successfully urge the adminis-
tration and Congress to fully fund 
the aircraft carrier.

Because You 
Are Polite...                            

Let’s Talk    
Manners

by Ginger Philbrick

Marketplace Antiques
presents an

“Artisans Weekend” for June Jubilee!

Artisans will do the following demonstrations

June 12, Fri: Terra Essential Oils - 10 - 4

June 13, Sat: Renewed by Paint – 10 a.m.

June 14, Sun: Sherry Haught - local artist

Also, ALL DEALERS are having

SALES, SALES, SALES.

40+ dealers in 22,000 sq. ft.!
Antiques, collectibles, vintage, and much more!

4872 Geo Washington Mem Hwy (Rt. 17)

*Open 7 days a week.*

Like us on Facebook for updates.
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Wicomico Auto Body 
will officially reopen for business 

June 15, 2015

The faces have changed but the commitment to customer 
satisfaction and timely quality repairs have not. 

Owner/Operator Paul Riviello Sr. 

All insurance work is welcome

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

LOTTSBURG—Schools in 
Northumberland will soon begin 
twice-yearly classroom climate 
surveys.

The school board had previ-
ously toyed with the idea but had 
never taken decisive action until 
Monday’s 3-0 vote. A climate 
survey is a questionnaire meant 
to give administrators an idea 
of the learning environment and 
morale in the school system.

High school math teacher 
Amy Lamb brought the subject 
up again, also asking the board 
to consider exit interviews for 
staff leaving the school system.

Board chairman Richard 
Saxer said he’d thought the 
school was already doing exit 
interviews.

Saxer, Betty Christopher 
and Dean Sumner voted unani-
mously to begin conducting 
biennial climate surveys and exit 
interviews for any staff leaving 
except for retirement. School 
board members Jim Michel and 
Gerald Howard were absent.

Assistant superintendent Dr. 
Holly Wargo, Lamb and high 
school principal Dr. Travis 
Burns will serve on a commit-
tee to find an existing, vetted cli-
mate survey.

Amy Lamb

Board agrees
to ‘classroom
climate’ surveys

by Renss Greene

IRVINGTON—A public 
hearing will be held tonight, 
June 11, on the Irvington 
Town Council’s  proposed 
budget of $131,062 for the 
fiscal year beginning July 1. 
The meeting will begin at 7:30 
p.m. ion the Town Hall, 235 
Steamboat Road, Irvington. 

The budget includes operat-
ing expenses of $99,691, com-
munity support and promotion 
of $21,371 and a $10,000 in 
and out expense for the White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment.

Council will consider a 
request from Andrew Hornung 
to divide property at 26 Steam-
boat Road into two parcels of 
0.75 acres and 0.5 acres, as 
previously recorded with the 
county. 

Also under consideration is 
a request from the Steamboat 
Era Museum for sponsorship 
of its annual fund-raising crab 
festival August 8. 

Council also will consider 
appropriations to the Kilmar-
nock and White Stone volun-
teer fire departments and the 
Kilmarnock-Lancaster Volun-
teer Rescue Squad, the North-
ern Neck Boys and Girls Club, 
the Lancaster County Commu-
nity Library, the Triangle Trol-
ley and Dream Fields.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
town council will hold a 
second reading and take action 
on its $3,673,686 proposed 
fiscal year 2015-16 budget 
during its regular monthly 
meeting Monday, June 15. 

Council will meet at 7 p.m. 
in the Town Hall, 1 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

Council also will hear com-
mittee reports and vote on 
allowing town manager Tom 
Saunders to begin negotiating 
with Land Planning & Design 
Associates of Charlottesville, 
the winning bidder on the town 
park project. 

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet 
at 5 p.m. Thursday, June 11, at 
the Courts Building, 220 Judi-
cial Place, Heathsville. Public 
hearings will begin at 7 p.m.

The agenda will include 
reports from the school super-
intendent, emergency services 
chief, Virginia Department of 
Transportation Northern Neck 
residency administrator and 
county administrator.

A hearing will be held on a 
request from James Teichert 
and Cecily Garka to build 
a house partially within the 
resource protection area on 
Hull Creek at their property on 
Spinnaker Lane in the Sands 
on the Potomac subdivision.

The board also will hold 
a hearing on a proposed 
$36,001,141 budget  for fiscal 
year 2015-16.

The board will conduct a 
budget adoption session at 7 
a.m. Thursday, June 18, at the 
County Administrator’s Office 
in the Old Courthouse, 72 
Monument Place, Heathsville.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland plan-
ning commission will meet 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, June 18, at 
the Courts Building, 220 Judi-
cial Place, Heathsville.

A public hearing will be held 
to consider defining and allow-
ing a brewery/microbrewery/
distillery under conditional use 
permits in the agricultural, res-
idential waterfront and general 
business zoning districts.

FREDERICKSBURG—The 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) invites the 
public to attend upcoming 
meetings on potential Route 3 
improvements in King George, 
Westmoreland, Richmond and 
Lancaster counties.

In partnership with the 
Northern Neck Planning Dis-
trict Commission, VDOT is 
studying ways to improve the 
efficiency of the Route 3 corri-
dor between Route 301 in King 
George County and the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge 
in Lancaster County, reported 
VDOT officials.

The study in progress pres-
ents an analysis of existing 
conditions on Route 3 and 
identifies problem areas. Public 
meetings will be held in June 
to share the study’s initial find-
ings, and to seek feedback on 
how Route 3 can be improved.

Public input will be consid-
ered in the development of the 
study’s final recommendations.  

A meeting focused on the 

While exploring Indian 
Creek May 30 with his 

grandmother, Tina Burger, and 
dad, Chris Burger, Raleigh 
Burger, 10, observed an 
unusual sight.

Searching for osprey on 
their way up the creek from 
The Harbour, they encoun-
tered a Canada goose perched 
on an osprey nest.

“That’s an osprey nest, not 
a Canada goose nest,” said 
Raleigh, who described the 
scene as a “Canada goose 
blooper.”

Submitted by Tina Burger

To celebrate “Adopt-A-Cat-
Month,” the Animal Wel-

fare League of the Northern 
Neck  (AWL) is holding its 
annual Purrrfect Companion 
Cat Photo Contest.

The theme is “Cattitude,” 
said AWL volunteer Barbara 
Dietz. Cat owners, or those 
owned by their cats, should 
submit photo(s) of their feline 
companions that exude Cattit-
ide!—the look that says “I am 

PURRRFECT, beautiful, con-
tent, and I rule the house, the 
dog, the kids, and your lap!” 

Photos will be displayed 
in the Thrift Shop, 75 South 
Main Street, Kilmarnock, 
starting July 1 and will be 
accepted throughout July, but 
entering early allows each 
photo to receive more votes, 
said Dietz. 

Customers will be asked 
to vote for their favorite, she 

said. Winners will be notified 
on August 1.

To enter, bring photo(s) to 
the Thrift Shop, mail them to 
the Animal Welfare League, 
P.O. Box 975, White Stone, 
VA 22578, or call 435-0822. 
Each photo should include 
name, phone number, and cat’s 
name. A $3 donation for each 
photo entered is requested.

 “Every year AWL volun-
teers and customers of the 

Thrift Shop enjoy viewing the 
photos and voting for their 
favorites. The photo contest 
allows AWL to provide recog-
nition to cat lovers and their 
cats,” said Dietz. 

“The AWL has wonderful 
kittens and young adult cats 
available for adoption as do 
the local animal shelters,” she 
continued. “If you adopt from 
AWL or an animal shelter on 
the Northern Neck, the spay-

Here kitty, kitty: Calling all picture ‘purrfect’ cats
ing or neutering surgery is 
included. We are able to pro-
vide this service because of 
the wonderful donations to our 
thrift shop and support of the 
community.”

 There are many homeless 
cats, dogs, kittens and puppies 

on the Northern Neck. The 
proceeds from this event and 
other fundraisers go to AWL’s 
Spay and Neuter Fund to pre-
vent pet overpopulation.

“Last year AWL paid for 
1,100 spay and neuter surger-
ies” added Dietz.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Highway department to
consider public input on
Route 3 improvements

western portion will be held 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, June 
16, at the English Building, 
111 Polk Street, Montross.

A meeting focused on the 
eastern portion will be held 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 24, at Lancaster Com-
munity Library, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

A presentation will be deliv-
ered at 5:30 p.m. at each meet-
ing.

A copy of the meeting pre-
sentation and draft study docu-
ment will be posted June 16 
at Virginiadot.org/projects/
fredericksburg/route_3_study_
king_george,_westmoreland,_
richmond_and_lancaster.asp.

Unusual sighting:
Canada goose
blooper on 
Indian Creek

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Marilyn ext. 11

RICHMOND—The Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries (DGIF) invites public 
input on the Draft Virginia Deer 
Management Plan, available for 
public review and comments 
through July 10 at dgif.virginia.
gov.

The first Virginia Deer Man-
agement Plan, completed in 
1999, has been revised twice 
through the involvement of 
public stakeholders and manag-
ers of deer, reported deer project 
coordinator Nelson Lafon.

 The revised plan will guide deer 
management across the Common-
wealth through 2024. This plan 
describes the history of white-
tailed deer management, current 
status (supply and demand) of the 
deer resource and management 
programs, and the future of the 
deer management program in Vir-
ginia, he continued.

The plan identifies a frame-
work of what needs to be done, 
how it should be done, and when 
it should be done.

 Guided by the DGIF mission, 
the Virginia Deer Management 
Plan includes four goals which 
specify the general directions for: 
deer populations, deer-related 
recreation, deer-related damage 
and deer habitat.

By clarifying goals and direc-
tions of deer management, this 
plan will assist the DGIF board 
of directors, administrators, staff 
and the public in addressing deer 
issues, said Lafon.

Public invited
to comment on
draft deer plan


