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The Smith family lives in a 
mostly-finished house on a scenic 

plot of land overlooking Dymer 
Creek.

Lisa and Bobby Smith, a happy 
young couple, bought a fixer-upper 
with an expansive waterfront view 
and set to work making their dream 
home with the help of their family. 
On August 20, 2000, Lisa gave birth 
to a happy little girl, Haley.

Five months later, Haley’s seizures 
started and the Smiths’ plans ground 
to a halt. The family tried different 
treatments and medications, and at 
first Haley’s seizures came and went. 
For a time, they thought her seizures 
were under control.

But the seizures would only get 
worse, and after six years and several 
different medications, doctors, hospi-
tals and ER visits, the family finally 
got a diagnosis: Dravet syndrome, a 
rare and debilitating condition. They 
had a name for her condition, but a 
battery of different pharmaceuticals 
could not bring her seizures under 
control, and Haley’s health continued 
to deteriorate.

In 2009, Lisa Smith started talking 
with other mothers of children with 
similar problems, including Paige 
Figi, the mother of Charlotte Figi. 
Charlotte would go on to become an 
icon of medical marijuana treatment 
when Paige discovered that cannabi-
diol oil, or CBD oil, a non-psycho-
active component of the marijuana 
plant, brought Charlotte’s seizures 
under control.

As other families and scientific 
studies reported promising results 
with medical marijuana, Lisa Smith 
and a coalition of other parents began 
lobbying the Virginia legislature to 
legalize certain types of medical 
marijuana for treating epilepsy. This 
year, the legislature passed senate 
bill 1235, legalizing THC-A and can-

nabidiol oils for treating intractable 
epileptic conditions. Both are non-
psychoactive, meaning they don’t 
produce a high.

The Smiths keep track of Haley’s 
seizures, and since she started on 
CBD oil in March, according to their 
records, she has seen a 40% reduc-
tion in seizures.

Where before Haley was dull-
eyed, inattentive, had trouble staying 
awake, and seemed ill at ease in her 
own skin—a guest, not in control 
of her body—she is now active, 
inquisitive, bright-eyed, talkative, 
and friendly.

“Her teacher and her therapist all 
say she’s just more there,” Lisa said. 
“She’s more present. She’s more 
verbal. But the best part is that every-
one’s stress is kind of reduced.”

Haley has begun to express herself 
more easily and ask for new things. 
Lisa says before she would only ask 
for chicken tenders and fries to eat.

“I always was convinced it wasn’t 

that she wanted that, but that’s what 
came off her tongue,” Lisa said. “It’s 
what was readily available.”

By contrast, Lisa said, on the 
morning of this interview Haley 
asked for a salami, egg, and cheese 
burrito.

“She’s able to say what she wants,” 
Lisa said. “She’s having a greater 
variety of desires.”

With the frequency of Haley’s 
seizures finally coming down, the 
family can start working again 
towards a normal life. Bobby has 
a building permit for the property, 
which he’ll have to act on before it 
expires at the end of the year. The 
family can do more things together.

“There is this sense of calm, and 
you’re not as exhausted,” Lisa said. 
“Because we co-sleep with her, we’re 
getting more rest and we have more 
energy. So I hope the house gets 
done eventually. That would be a 
great bonus for more normalcy.”

Haley isn’t seizure free, and she 

still struggles with developmental 
difficulties brought on by her con-
dition. There is no cure for Dravet 
syndrome.

“I guess success is defined in dif-
ferent terms,” Lisa said. “I don’t 
think Haley will ever be seizure 
free, so I’m not going to say success 
is seizure free. But success is less 
seizures, the ability for the family to 
do things as a family, to have a more 
normal life. Success is what we’re 
seeing now.”

There are still difficulties. Murky 
legal areas surround medical mari-
juana, especially how to acquire it in 
Virginia. Since doctors still cannot 
prescribe medical marijuana, and it 
is still a schedule I substance under 
federal law, doctors do not have train-
ing or expertise in using CBD oil and 
can’t offer parents much guidance.

The Smiths are tackling those 
problems head-on. After successfully 
lobbying for change in Richmond, 
Lisa and Haley have joined with the 
Coalition for Access Now, a 501c4 
nonprofit organization pushing Con-
gress to legalize industrial hemp oil 
for treating chronic conditions. They 
have been traveling to Washington, 
D.C., to meet with legislators and 
make their case.

A variety of bills have been intro-
duced, sponsored by both Repub-
licans and Democrats. Republican 
senator and presidential candidate 
Rand Paul is a co-sponsor of one of 
those bills: Senate bill 683, the Com-
passionate Access, Research Expan-
sion, and Respect States Act of 2015, 

or CARERS Act.
While medical marijuana faces the 

same challenges in D.C. as in Rich-
mond, the Smiths’ story has drawn a 
lot of attention. They are the focus of 
a special Dateline NBC report that 
will air Sunday, June 7.

“We’re hoping that the Dateline 
episode will carry some weight,” 
Lisa said. “I think it was (Republican 
senator and presidential candidate) 
Lindsey Graham’s aide who said 
whatever airs they usually talk about 
it, so it gets talked about on the hill.”

And back in White Stone, Haley 
gets on with the business of learn-
ing and playing. As she looked up 
from her flashcards to have her pic-
ture taken, she asked, “Are you my 
friend?”

Smiths looking for normalcy with medical marijuana

“Charlotte’s Web” cannabidiol 
oil helps Haley Smith towards a 
second chance at a normal family 
life.

Haley Smith works on spelling with her tutor at home in White 
Stone. Her family, teacher, and pediatrician all say she seems more 
present since she started taking CBD oil.

The Smiths’ story will 
air on Dateline NBC at 
7 p.m. Sunday, June 7. 
Regional affiliates include 
WAVY NBC-10 and 
WWBT NBC-12. 

by Renss Greene

LANCASTER—County supervi-
sors remain split over a proposal to 
eliminate the Lancaster County boat 
tax because it would result in a rev-
enue loss of $395,000.

Some supervisors believe a zero 
boat tax is an investment in the local 
economy, as suggested by a consul-
tant who previously reported on its 
positive economic impact in places 
such as Hampton Roads where the tax 
was eliminated. 

Marina owners agree, saying it will 
lure boat owners back to their mari-
nas and boost the economy with more 
repair services, dock fees and patrons 
for local restaurants and stores. 

However, with the county’s 2015-
16 fiscal year budget proposal of 
$29.7 million, including debt ser-
vice of $1.9 million mostly in capital 
improvements, supervisors are look-
ing at a tax increase of $0.04 on real 
estate to close the funding gap and 
balance the books. 

That fact is causing other super-
visors to believe elimination of the 
boat tax is a gift for boat owners and 
an additional tax burden on everyone 
else. 

Supervisors seek citizen input
on possible elimination of boat
tax, proposed real estate tax hike
and $29.7 million annual budget

“I’m concerned for citizens about losing the boat tax 
and making it up in real estate tax.” 

—District 2 supervisor Ernest Palin

“It’s a great opportunity to move forward on eco-
nomic development. ... A small reduction won’t 
make a difference.”

—District 3 supervisor Jason Bellows

by Audrey Thomasson

“I would like to do something for 
the boat tax, but there are people who 
are going to be hurt,” said District 5 
supervisor Wally Beauchamp. He 
said he could support reducing the 
tax from the current rate of $1.52 per 
$100 of assessed value to $1 or $1.10. 
“There is no information on the 
impact on our economy. If it doesn’t 
accomplish anything, how do we go 
back?”

District 3 supervisor and chairman 
Jason Bellows warned that without 
zeroing out the tax, the county would 
not stay competitive and would lose 
the boat business.

“There are three competitors,” said 
District 1 supervisor Butch Jenkins. 

“Northumberland, Middlesex and 
Lancaster. We have to put ourselves 
in a competitive position...We’re not 
always the most expensive, but the 
perception is that we are.”

“It’s a great opportunity to move 
forward on economic development,” 
said Bellows. “A small reduction 
won’t make a difference.” He sug-
gested they set the tax at no more 
than the rate on real estate, which 
is currently $0.54 on every $100 of 
assessed value, but is advertised to 
increase to $0.58.

“I’m concerned for citizens about 
losing the boat tax and making it up 

Worldwide kayaker paddles
the Rappahannock River

Steve Posselt recently stopped at Bud Ward’s house in White 
Stone on his way up the east coast of the U.S. during his kayak 
trip around the world. Posselt is kayaking to connect the dots 
between natural disasters across the world. Along the way he 
is drawing attention to climate change. See the story on page 
A2. Photo by Renss Greene

SUPERVISORS, continued on page A2
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in real estate tax,” said District 
2 supervisor Ernest Palin.

“I don’t think anyone should 
be covered to take care of the 
boat tax,” said District 4 super-
visor Bill Lee. “But we’ve got 
to take care of boat owners.”

Bellows suggested they let 
the public make the decision at 
the public hearing, when they 
have a chance to voice their 
opinions.

“I fear the silent majority,” 
replied Jenkins.

“The people who object are 
not going to get on the phone 
and object,” said Lee. “If it’s 
not done away with, it’s not 
going to make a difference.”

Bellows reminded the board 
the consultant had estimated 
a potential of $25 million in 
assets and income from elimi-
nation of the tax. “Look at 
keeping that industry alive. You 
have to take a risk, especially 
when you look back 20 years 
and see a decline in boats.”

“Be prepared to hear from 
other businesses next year,” 
warned Jenkins.

Bellow’s motion to adver-
tise the boat tax rate at $0.76 
and real estate at $0.58 passed 
unanimously. However, the 
vote was later followed by a 
motion from Palin to reverse 
their decision on the boat tax 
and advertise the rate at $1.52. 
Supervisors agreed, saying 
they could decrease the rate 
later, but could not increase it 
over the advertised rate. This 
would allow public opinion to 
sway their final decision.

After the meeting, several 
citizens noted that by leaving 
the boat tax at the current rate, 
citizens might not be motivated 
to attend the public hearing and 
express their opinions.

Public hearings on the pro-
posed budget and tax rates will 
be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
June 18. at the County Admin-
istration Building, 8311 Mary 
Ball Road.

WHITE STONE—It took Steve Posselt 
all day to get from Maryus, in Gloucester, to 
White Stone. It takes longer when you have 
to paddle.

The Australian engineer and business-
man arrived in White Stone May 26 on his 
way from the Mississippi delta to New York. 
He has embarked on a kayak trip to connect 
the dots between natural disasters across the 
world, from drought in Canberra and floods 
in Sydney, to hurricanes Katrina and super-
storm Sandy, to flooding in the U.K. and 
droughts in France. 

“In 2006 I understood what it was all 
about,” said Posselt. “I organized a talk by 
a climate scientist for the Australian Water 
Association in 2006, and I read The Weather 
Makers, which is the first book I read on cli-
mate science, and then I thought wow, we 
have a problem.”

Posselt is the grandfather of five children, 
the oldest of whom will turn five this year. He 
says he’s doing this for them.

“I’m actually terrified for what’s going to 
happen to them,” Posselt said. “I think that 
they’ll cope, but mankind fights before he 
starves. I think we’re going to see a lot of wars. 
I think we’re going to see a lot of trouble.”

He says he has already kayaked 2,000 miles 
of waterways in Australia before coming to 
the U.S. He paddled up the Mississippi before 
being overcome by floodwaters.

“I didn’t understand how tough the Missis-
sippi was,” Posselt said. “I thought that when 
you have a flood, you just go to the edge and 
it’s all fine, but there’s no edge on the Missis-
sippi.”

After spending a few days paddling in 
treetops, Posselt bought a bike and pedaled 
overland to the coast. The natural beauty of 
the U.S.’s waterways has captivated him, even 
when choppy water and gusting winds tipped 
his kayak in the Rappahannock while he was 
trying to eat lunch.

“I’ve seen more ospreys than I’ve ever seen 
in my life,” Posselt said. “I’ve been through 
more fun kayak areas than I’ve ever seen, par-
ticularly in areas where there might have been 
alligators. And I was having the time of my 
life until I tipped over today.”

He is working his way to New York, where 
he will board the cruise ship Queen Mary II 
and take it to the U.K. He plans to kayak in 
the U.K. before his journey culminates at the 
2015 United Nations Climate Change Con-
ference in Paris in November.

His specially-rigged kayak has detachable 
wheels for traveling overland and a detach-
able sail. He has plenty of experience on the 
water paddling outriggers, wave skiing and 
sailing.

He says climate change deniers are even 
more strident and numerous in the U.S. than 
in Australia. He approaches the debate with-
out histrionics and with an engineer’s studied 
pragmatism.

“Everything I do is about risk,” he said. 
“We calculate what the risk of an airplane 
is falling out of the sky, we calculate what 
the risk of a dam collapsing is, all of that. 
It’s all about risk. So it’s pretty risky, I say, 
to say that the U.S. defense department is 
wrong, that NASA is wrong, that every 
national academy of science in the world is 
wrong.”

In 2014, the U.S. Department of Defense 
released its Climate Change Adaptation 
Roadmap, calling climate change a “threat 
multiplier.” Then defense secretary Chuck 
Hagel said climate change will have “real 
impacts” on the military and its missions. 
NASA has long studied and warned of the 
causes and effects of climate change.

Australians, he said, more readily push 
back against government and energy cor-
porations.

“The U.S. is 200 years older than Austra-
lia,” he said. “We’ve still got our disrespect 
for authority a little more. That’s one thing 
I’ve noticed that Americans do. They’re 
more polite, they respect authority, they do 
as they’re told. Australians aren’t good at 
that at all.”

His mission, he said, is to “galvanize the 
good people in the world who currently do 
nothing.”

“Every person has got to put pressure on 
politicians,” Posselt said. “Every person 
has got to try and educate people about the 
issue.”

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster school board will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. Monday, June 8, at 
Lancaster Middle School, 191 
School Street, Kilmarnock. The 
agenda will include a closed 
session to discuss personnel.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, June 11, 
at the Northumberland County 
Courts Building, 220 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville.

A public hearing is slated on 
a request from James Teichert 
and Cecily Garka for an excep-
tion to the Bay Act. they are 
seeking authorization to con-
struct a single-family dwelling 
partially within the Resource 
Protection Area at their prop-
erty on Spinnaker Lane. LOTTSBURG—The Nor-

thumberland school 
board will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday, June 8, at the school 
board office, 2172 Northum-
berland Highway, Lottsburg.

  The board will hear updates 
on the class of 2015, an end-of-
year career and technical edu-
cation report, and the superin-
tendent’s report. 

The board will take action 
on fuel oil bids, an increase 
in school lunch prices, a local 
consolidated grant approval, 
textbooks, and the school 
nutrition budget. 

WHITE STONE—The town 
council will hold public hear-
ings on a proposed fiscal year 
2015-16 budget and zoning ordi-
nance amendments tonight, June 
4. The meeting begins at 7 p.m. 
in the Town Hall, 433 Rappahan-
nock Drive, White Stone. 

Council will present a 
$155,375 budget that includes 
an anticipated increase of $5,697 
in general fund expenditures, 
according to town manager 
Patrick Frere. Expenses include 
$46,405 in public safety and 
patrol and $43,782 in central 
administration. Town council 
expenses and building and exter-
nal environment costs are also 
expected to increase for 2016. 

Council also will hold hear-
ings on two amendments to the 

IRVINGTON—The Irving-
ton Town Council last week 
amended its business ordinance 
to allow high-density housing at 
hotels on 20 acres or more.

The Tides Inn requested the 

amendment, saying they needed 
the change in order to prosper 
and progress in a changing 
economy. 

Several neighbors adjacent 
to the Tides Inn expressed con-
cerns about noise, traffic and a 
proliferation of buildings and 

parking lots. Others praised the 
inn for its contributions to the 
town.

The vote was unanimous at 
5-0, with one abstention by 
councilman Gene Edmonds 
who is a part-time employee of 
the inn.

According to zoning admin-
istrator Bob Hardesty, the next 
step will be for the inn to submit 
plans and obtain permits. 

“I imagine that will take 
some time and a number of per-
mits. No other public hearing is 
required,” he said.

Kayaker with a cause paddles local 
waters on his trip around the world

by Renss Greene
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continued from page A1

Rappahannock Record

Deadlines

Display Advertising:
Monday @ 5 p.m.

Classified Advertising:
Tuesday @ NOON

News:
Tuesday @ NOON

804.435.1701
RRecord.com

The Agenda
Local Government News

COLONIAL BEACH—The 
Potomac River Fisheries 
Commission will meet at 9 
a.m. Thursday, June 11, in The 
Carpenter Building, 222 Taylor 
Street, Colonial Beach.

The public hearing will 
address the license fee structure, 
disposition and gear allowance 
for fish trot lines; a commer-
cial license for bowfishing for 
snakeheads; other jurisdictional 
striped bass tags in the Potomac 
River; Jones Shore for hand 
scraping; and discussion of 
river wide bushel limits for all 
public oyster bars; recreational 
sport fishing licenses valid for 
365 days from date of purchase; 
the minimum size limit for hard 
crabs, except mature female 
crabs, to 5¼” all season; and 
OMR identification tags can be 

Irvington to allow high-density housing
by Audrey Thomasson

town’s zoning ordinance, one 
regarding conditional zoning 
and the other regarding site plan 
submissions and use and devel-
opment approval. 

Frere will present an update 
on the status of a Community 
Development Block Grant 
application submitted in March. 
The state is expected to award 
grants in July. 

Frere, Police Chief Cliff 
Dawson and committee chair-
men will present reports.

returned prior to tags being pur-
chased for the next year. 

The full text of the proposals 
can be found at prfc.us, or call 
800-266-3904.

Other agenda items include 
crab, oyster and finfish harvest 
reports; Crab Advisory Com-
mittee and Hook & Line Work 
Group reports; blue crab winter 
dredge survey reports; updates 
on the Oyster Management 
Reserve Program, the Rota-
tional Natural Oyster Harvest 
Program and the oyster sanc-
tuaries; a review of annual fish 
compliance reports; and the 
fiscal year 2016 budget.

Call today to receive your paper
and/or online subscription!
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NORFOLK—Answering a 
call for assistance, five mem-
bers of U.S. Coast Guard Aux-
iliary Flotilla 33 recently par-
ticipated in a joint task force 
at Norfolk International Ter-
minal. 

In addition to Flotilla 33 
members and regular Coast 
Guard personnel, the task force 
consisted of Homeland Security 
Agents, Custom Border Patrol 
and police. The purpose of the 
special task force was to inspect 
containers and their contents 
coming into the port for ship-
ment around the world.

“Although containers are 
inspected on a regular basis, 
the task force conducted a 
more thorough check of con-
tainer contents, shipping papers 
and structural integrity of the 
containers,” said Walter Mon-
tross, flotilla vice commander. 
“Today’s focus was on shipment 
of hazardous material.”

Flotilla members were tasked 

to select which container trucks 
were to be inspected, recorded 
serial numbers, and assisted 
with opening and sealing con-
tainers during the day.

“The same day we were work-
ing with the task force the Asso-
ciated Press reported that four 
people were charged with con-
spiring to illegally ship a large 
number of guns and ammunition 
to Syria,” said Wally Jachim-
ski, flotilla commander.  “As 
a member of the auxiliary, it is 
rewarding to know that you are 
contributing to the safety of our 
country.”

Other Flotilla 33 members 
participating in the task force 
were Ted Hobson, Brian McAr-
dle and Ted Tulis.

The Coast Guard Auxiliary 
is the uniformed civilian com-
ponent of the U.S. Coast Guard 
and supports the Coast Guard 
in nearly all mission areas. The 
auxiliary was created by Con-
gress in 1939. 

Northumberland Sher-
iff Chuck Wilkins this week 
reported charges against 14 indi-
viduals.
Felonies

Elton Williams, 19, of Lan-
caster was charged May 20 on a 
direct indictment for distribution 
of Schedule II Drug issued from 
the Northumberland County 
Multi-jurisdictional Grand 
Jury. Williams was arrested by 
the Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Terry L. Hunter, 26, of Mid-
dlesex was charged May 20 on a 
Multi-Jurisdictional Grand Jury 
indictment for conspiracy to dis-
tribute a Schedule II Drug and 
petit larceny.

Jacob Lee Waite, 35, of Reed-
ville was charged May 27 with 
breaking and entering and pos-
session of burglary tools.

Bret Dwayne McCarter, 50, 
of Heathsville was charged May 
28 with construction fraud and 
obtaining money by false pre-
tenses.
Misdemeanors

A Warsaw man, 35, was 
charged May 16 with violating a 
protective order.

A Callao man, 23, was charged 

May 18 with possession of mari-
juana.

A Prince George man, 46, 
was charged May 19 with being 
drunk in public.

A Callao man, 52, was charged 
May 19 with a capias to show 
cause for failing to comply with 
the terms and conditions of his 
bond.

A Heathsville man, 41, was 
charged May 29 with being drunk 
in public after being interdicted.

A Lancaster man, 33, was 
charged May 29 with damaging 
property.

A Montross man, 35, was 
charged May 30 with violating a 
protective order.

A Wicomico Church man, 73, 
was charged May 30 with assault 
and battery.

A Hague woman, 61, was 
charged May 31 with failing to 
appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court.

A Lottsburg man, 37, was 
charged May 31 with failing to 
appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court. 
He also was charged with a 
criminal show cause for non-
compliance of out-patient treat-
ments.

Smith Point Sea 
Rescue vice president 
Jim Bullard reported crews 
responded to the following 
calls for assistance in May:

May 6: At 4 p.m., a boater 
called for assistance from 
the mouth of the Coan River. 
Rescue III was dispatched 
from the Yeocomico River 
and determined the boater’s 
battery had failed. The crew 
was able to jump-start the 
boater’s engine and the boater 
was able to return home on 
his own power. Time on call, 
1 hour.

May 7: At 10:45 a.m., the 
sheriff ’s office dispatched 
Rescue I from Reedville to 
assist a boater in a 21-foot 
center console whose engine 
had failed. The boat was found 
at buoy 72B in the Chesapeake 
Bay and towed to the owner’s 
dock in Bridge Creek. Time 
on call, 4.5 hours.

May 9: At 3:10 p.m., Sea 
Rescue was called to assist a 
36-foot motor yacht that was 
taking on water at Olverson’s 
Marina. Rescue III towed the 
boat to Krentz Marine Rail-
way where it was hauled for 
repairs. Time on call, 1 hour.

At 4:35 p.m., a 41-foot sail-
boat lost power in Mill Creek 
off the Yeocomico River. 
Rescue III towed the disabled 
boat to the owner’s dock in 
Lodge Creek.  Time on call, 
1 hour.

May 13: At 10:40 a.m., 
a waterfront resident called 
the sheriff ’s office to report a 
14-foot Carolina Skiff in the 
Potomac River off Hull Creek 
with one aboard traveling in 
tight circles. The resident was 
concerned because there was 
high wind and rough seas. A 
member of Sea Rescue who 
lives on Hull Creek drove 
to the mouth of Hull Creek 
and determined that the boat 
was a waterman working his 
crab line. The sheriff ’s office 
was notified and the mission 
canceled. Time on call, 1.5 
hours.

May 21: At 4 p.m., a resi-
dent on Bridge Creek called 
to report a flooded 20’ center 
console pinned against his 
dock. The boat’s owner, who 
was away on vacation, was 
identified by tracing the boat’s 
registration number. The crew 
pumped the boat out, towed it 
to the owner’s dock and put it 
back on its lift. Time on call, 
2.5 hours.

May  23: At 7:30 p.m., 
a boater called to report his 
engine had died near the 
target ships in the Bay. Rescue 
III was dispatched and could 
not locate the vessel in the 

dark. The crew asked the cap-
tain to fire a flare and the boat 
was found well away from its 
reported location. The crew 
contacted the Coast Guard to 
inform them that a flare had 
been fired but that the boat 
was under tow. The boat, 
with two aboard, was towed 
to Lodge landing where the 
owner’s trailer was parked. 
Time on call, 3.5 hours.

At 1:30 p.m., a power boat-
er’s engine failed near buoy #9 
in the Great Wicomico River. 
Rescue I was dispatched and 
towed the boat and its two 
occupants to Buzzard’s Point 
Marina for repairs. Time on 
call, 1 hour.

May 26: At 1:30 p.m., a 
31-foot cabin cruiser with one 
aboard was reported to be dis-
abled and aground in Spencer 
Creek off the Little Wicomico 
River. Rescue III responded 
and towed the vessel to Jen-
nings Boatyard for repairs. 
Time on call, 3.5 hours.

May 27: At 5:10 p.m., a 
captain on a 25-foot sailboat 
called for assistance in Cock-
rell’s Creek as his engine had 
failed and he had blown past 
his marina. Rescue I was dis-
patched and towed the craft to 
Jennings Boatyard. Time on 
call, 1 hour.

May 30: At 7:30 p.m., a 
42-foot sailboat reported it 
was aground in the Yeocomico 
River on the approach to Port 
Kinsale. Rescue III responded 
and on arrival discovered that 
with the falling tide the vessel 
had just been able to free itself 
and was safe and underway. 
Time on call, 1 hour.

At 8:30 p.m., in high wind 
and heavy seas, a 29-foot 
sailboat was driven hard 
aground on the sandbar near 
B-4 on the Great Wicomico 
River. Rescue I and Rescue 
III attempted without success 
to pull the boat free. The two 
passengers were able to wade 
ashore where they spent the 
night in the home of a water-
front resident.  The following 
morning in calm seas, Rescue 
III returned and was able to 
pull the sailboat free and tow 
it to Jennings Boatyard for 
repairs. 

As heavy boating season 
begins, Smith Point Sea 
Rescue reminds all boaters to 
check the weather and check 
their fuel supply prior to leav-
ing the dock, said Bullard.

Smith Point Sea Rescue can 
be reached on channel 16 or 
by calling 911. Rescue I and 
II are based on the Great Wic-
omico River and Rescue III is 
on Lodge Creek off the Yeo-
comico River.

Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks information on 
the whereabouts of three individuals. 

Ethel Elizabeth Auman, 58, is wanted for failure to appear in 
Lancaster General District Court on May 27 for a traffic offense. 

Her last known address is 134 Newland Road, Warsaw. She is 
described as a white female with green eyes and brown hair. She 
is 5 feet 3 inches tall and weighs 160 pounds.

Kiont Richon Walters, 34, is wanted for failure to appear in 
Lancaster General District Court on May 27 for a traffic offense. 

His last known address is 440 East Church Street, Kilmar-
nock. He is described as a black male with brown eyes and black 
hair. He is 6 feet tall and weighs 220 pounds. 

Cintez Carneal Gibson, 29, is wanted for assault and battery 
and destruction of property.

His last known address is 3303 Merry Point Road. He is 
described as a black male with brown eyes and black hair. He is 
5 feet 10 inches tall and weighs 155 pounds.

Report information to Crime Solvers at 462-7463. You do not 
have to give your name or appear in court. 

If your information is useful to law enforcement you could 
receive a reward up to $1,000.

From left, Flotilla 33 members Ted Hobson and Walter 
Montross inspect a shipping container.

Flotilla 33 members
assist in port security

RICHMOND—Farm equip-
ment is sometimes wider than 
rural roads, and it’s built for 
power, not speed.

With planting season in full 
swing across Virginia, motor-
ists should watch for trian-
gular orange emblems on the 
back of farm equipment.

State law requires that all 
farm tractors and self-pro-
pelled farm machinery that 
typically travel slower than 25 
mph display a triangular Slow 
Moving Vehicle emblem on 
the rear of the vehicle when 
being driven on a public road-
way.

“Motorists who see an 
SMV emblem on equipment 

ahead of them need to take 
heed, slow down and watch to 
see if that vehicle is about to 
turn,” said Sam Rooks, vice 
president of underwriting and 
policy services for the Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau Mutual 
Insurance Co.

Before attempting to pass—
never in a no-passing zone—
determine whether the equip-
ment operator is preparing 
to make a turn. Rooks noted 
that the closure time between 
a car traveling 60 mph and a 
farm vehicle traveling 10 mph 
is only a few seconds. Con-
sequently, in matters of rural 
road safety, a little patience 
goes a long way.

FREDERICKSBURG—
Effective June 1, the Sunny Bank 
Ferry in Northumberland County 
will operate longer on Saturdays 
to better accommodate passenger 
demand on summer weekends.

The Sunny Bank Ferry carries 
Route 644 traffic across the Little 
Wicomico River.

The Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) is 
extending Saturday service by 
four hours after consulting with 
Northumberland County officials 

and reviewing ridership data.
Ferry service will begin an 

hour later at 9 a.m. Mondays 
through Thursdays to accom-
modate the additional service on 
Saturdays. The modified sched-
ule will operate through Septem-
ber 7.

 Summer hours of operation 
will be 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mon-
days through Thursdays, and 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Fridays and Sat-
urdays. There is no ferry service 
on Sundays.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

Ferry switches to summer hours

SMITH POINT SEA 
RESCUE REPORT

SMV emblems can be
life-saving on rural roads

CRIME SOLVERS
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LANCASTER—Kyle Lee George, 31, 
of White Stone on May 29 was convicted 
of burglary and grand larceny felony 
charges in Lancaster County Circuit 
Court. Sentencing is set for August 24.

In September 2014, repeated nighttime 
break-ins occurred in the Windmill Point 
area where medication, cash and other 
items were taken from multiple victims’ 
homes, reported Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Robert L. Cunningham in a statement 
released to the press following the trial.

George would enter the residences in 
the nighttime and abscond with items, 
continued Cunningham. One witness, a 
victim entered his kitchen after hearing 
a noise and found the perpetrator who 
immediately fled. The witness positively 
identified George as a result. In another 
instance “deer cams” photographed 
George in the immediate area at the time 
items were taken from another home. 
George has similar charges pending in 
surrounding counties.

“George was convicted as the result of 
excellent investigator work and testimony 
by Investigator Shawn Hogge and the tes-
timony of witnesses who were the victims 
of George,” said Cunningham. “Getting 
him off the streets makes Lancaster and 
surrounding counties safer.” 

LANCASTER—A White Stone man facing 
17 indictments for burglary, distribution of 
drugs, and grand larceny, was found guilty 
last week of the lesser charges of possession 
of drugs, and one each of burglary and grand 
larceny.

Kyle Lee George, 31, of White Stone, was 
found guilty of two possession charges and sen-
tenced to five years on each, with one year of 
active sentence and one year of supervised pro-
bation following jail time.

Lancaster County Circuit Court Judge Harry 
T. Taliaferro III also found him guilty of one 
count of burglary and one count of grand lar-
ceny. Sentencing on those charges was sched-
uled for August 24.

At the onset of the trial, defense attorney 
John Hamilton argued that the case should be 
dismissed.

“I just became aware this morning where 
a witness was promised immunity to testify 
against him,” said Hamilton. “There was a 
recorded interview on November 14 with his 
girlfriend that I didn’t hear about until today.”

Commonwealth’s Attorney Robert L. Cun-
ningham produced a letter dated May 21, 
informing defense of the statement and denied 
that the statement showed any evidence the 
defendant was innocent.

“The statement was not enclosed,” Hamilton 
argued. “I’m entitled to the audio and transcript. 
That is exculpatory...I found out a couple of 
days ago about her statement from her.”

The judge denied the defense motion. 
According to witness testimony, Joseph 

Conkle of Foxwells said he woke up during the 
night and found a man in his kitchen. He iden-
tified George as the intruder and said he also 
broke into his shed.

Lancaster Sheriff’s investigator Sean Hogge 
testified he found a footprint in the shed that 
matched the defendant’s shoe in size and pat-
tern. 

In a second incident, Foxwells couple Holly 
and Albert Archard testified they heard a car 
drive onto the lot next door in the middle of the 
night. The next morning they noticed a couple 
with two children had set up a tent on the neigh-
bor’s property.

“The kids were playing in the water. The 
couple stayed behind the tent,” said Albert. “We 
got the feeling they didn’t want to come out into 
the open.”

After the Archards returned from walking 
their dog that morning, Holly noticed her purse 
was missing from the kitchen.

The owner of the property, Bob Becker of 
Richmond, testified he has a number of cameras 

LANCASTER—The fol-
lowing cases were heard in 
Lancaster County Circuit 
Court on May 29 by Judge 
Harry T. Taliaferro III.  

Robert Gallicchio of White 
Stone, charged with rape of a 
helpless victim, will go to trial 
on November 30. Defense 
attorney Jeff Mathews’ request 
to remove an electronic moni-
toring device as part of his cli-
ent’s bond was denied.

James M. Sellers of Warsaw, 
charged with probation viola-
tion on 48 felonies, was set for 
trial on July 10. 

Allen Conaway of Wicom-
ico Church was charged with 
probation violation on four 
felonies. On a defense motion 
to continue, a trial was sched-
uled for July 24.

Curtis Gene Ashford of 
Temple Hills, Md., was pre-
viously charged with proba-
tion violation on four felonies 
and one misdemeanor. On a 
defense motion, the case was 
continued to August 24.

Steven Preston Tilley of 
Richmond was charged with 
probation violation on two fel-
onies. Tilley did not appear in 
court. The case was continued 
to July 24.

Shakeen Walker, charged 
with probation violation on 
a felony offense, was given a 
four-month active sentence. 

Gary Levern Conaway of 
Heathsville was scheduled 
for trial on felony larceny and 
failure to appear. On a defense 
motion, his trial was contin-
ued to July 10.

Brandon Michael Dunaway 
of Newport News was charged 
with probation violation on 
one felony and two misde-
meanor convictions. A show 
cause hearing was continued 
to July 24.

Linwood Maurice Neal 
Jr. of Highland Springs pled 
guilty to two felonies, manu-
facture of a controlled imita-
tion substance and eluding 
police. Judge Taliaferro gave 
him five years on the first 
offense, suspending 3 years, 

10 months for an active sen-
tence of 2 years, 2 months. 
On the second offense, he was 
sentenced to 5 years, all sus-
pended. Felony charges of dis-
tribution of cocaine and pos-
session of Schedule I-II drugs 
were nolle prosequi as part of 
a plea deal. 

Johnathan Frederick Mitch-
ell of Lancaster was charged 
with failure to register as a 
sex offender. Noting it was a 
second offense, Judge Talia-
ferro sentenced him to 10 
years, suspending 8 years, 
9 months, leaving an active 
sentence of 1 year, 3 months. 
He also received one year of 
probation on a GPS tracking 
device following his release.

Jordan Segar of Kilmarnock 
entered an Alford plea to an 
amended charge of misde-
meanor possession of mari-
juana. He was sentenced to 12 
months. An additional charge 
of distribution was nolle pro-
sequi.

Russell Lee Dodson of 
Callao was scheduled for trial 
on a charge of felony extor-
tion. On a motion by defense, 
the trial was continued to 
August 24.

Dwayne Lee Jackson of 
White Stone was scheduled 
for trial on a misdemeanor 
shoplifting charge. On a 
defense motion, the trial was 
continued to August 24.

Wallace Evans Rice of Lan-
caster was charged with pro-
bation violation on one felony 
and two misdemeanor convic-
tions as a sexual predator. His 
case was continued to August 
24.

Sharon Harrison Estabrook 
of Kilmarnock was sentenced 
to five years, all but 30 days 
suspended, on a grand lar-
ceny conviction. A payment 
schedule on some $13,000 in 
restitution has not been deter-
mined. She must report to jail 
at 7 p.m. June 5.

James Terrell Thomas of 
Newport News pled guilty to 
an amended charge of mali-
cious wounding. Judge Talia-
ferro gave him a sentence of 
20 years, with 17 years sus-

LANCASTER—Attorneys 
representing a minor child 
in a medical malpractice suit 
against a physician and then 
Rappahannock General Hos-
pital, last month entered a 
motion for dismissal in Lan-
caster County Circuit Court.

According to attorney Jona-
thon L. Thornton, both sides 
entered for “dismissal with 
prejudice,” meaning it is final 
and not subject to further 

action. He declined to com-
ment on whether an out-of-
court settlement had been 
reached. 

The original lawsuit was 
filed in June 2010 by Carrie 
West on behalf of her minor 
child against Chesapeake Hos-
pital Corporation, parent com-
pany for Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital, now under Bon 
Secours Hospital Corporation, 
and Paul Sutherland M.D. as 
the attending physician.

The case was scheduled for 

trial on June 15 after defend-
ing attorney Durinda Bur-
ton’s motion for dismissal 
was denied in a hearing last 
April.

According to court tes-
timony, after the child was 
treated for a broken arm at 
the hospital, within 12 hours 
she returned complaining of 
pain and swelling. Thornton 
claimed the hospital failed to 
properly diagnose and treat the 
injury, resulting in amputation 
of the hand and forearm.

FREDERICKSBURG—The 
Richard Henry Lee Chapter, 
Sons of the American Revolu-
tion, recently participated in a 
plaque dedication ceremony 
honoring 20 Revolutionary 
War Patriots buried in the 
Masonic Cemetery in Freder-
icksburg. 

Chapter members Charles 
Belfield, Mike Lyman and 
president Richard Fickling 
were present for the dedica-
tion, reported Bob Denton. 
Representatives from SAR, 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution, the city of Fred-
ericksburg, the James Monroe 

Memorial foundation and the 
Society of the War of 1812 
were among those represented. 

A marker remembers those 
who fought in the Revolu-
tionary War and the War of 
1812. More than 20 wreaths 
were presented to memorialize 
these veterans, said Denton.   

Richard Henry Lee Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution, president Richard 
Fickling presents the chapter’s wreath at plaque dedication ceremony.

SAR chapter represented at 
plaque dedication ceremony

George found guilty of possession
of drugs, burglary, grand larceny

Cunningham issues
statement following
Kyle Lee George trial

by Audrey Thomasson

set up on the property and produced pictures of 
the couple and their children camping there.

Two witnesses from Lively also testified to 
break-ins at their property after which their 
purses were missing. 

Cunningham linked George and his fian-
cee, Melanie Northern, to being in the vicin-
ity of both the Foxwells and Lively robberies 
with Northern’s testimony confirming they had 
camped at the Foxwells site and were parked in 
Lively the night of the break-ins there.

“He said he’d gone into somebody’s house 
and they saw him,” said Northern of the first 
Foxwells incident. “It scared him.”

The judge did not convict on the Lively rob-
beries because he said there was no evidence 
pointing to George other than the parked car.

One misdemeanor charge of destruction of 
property was dropped. George was arraigned 
on two additional unrelated burglaries. Trial 
was set for August 24.

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson

Malpractice suit dismissed
by Audrey Thomasson

VACATION 
BIBLE SCHOOL

CLAYBROOK BAPTIST CHURCH
2242 Weems Road, Weems, VA

Pre-Registration Picnic Saturday, June 20  2:00 pm - 5:00 pm
For information: 438-5570 or sampewett3@aol.com

We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

RYAN KENT
REGIONAL PRESIDENT

NMLS 790709
RYAN@PRICEMORTGAGEGROUP.COM

PHONE  l 804 724 3345

pended, and 3 years active. 
Upon release, he will be on 2 
years supervised probation.

Clement Dion Williams of 
White Stone was charged with 
felony not reporting an acci-
dent involving an injury. The 
trial was continued to Septem-
ber 28 on a defense motion.

Keith Chainam of Farnham 
pled guilty to misdemeanor 
petty larceny on an appeal 
from General District Court. 
He was sentenced to 180 days, 
with 170 suspended, leaving 
an active jail time of 10 days. 
He was allowed to serve his 
sentence on weekends.

Richelle Laird Moses of 
Lancaster pled guilty to felony 
grand larceny. The case was 
taken under advisement until 
April 22, 2016.

Lorenzo William Jones Jr. 
of Richmond was charged 
with a third offense of petty 
larceny, making it a felony. He 
pled guilty and will be sen-
tenced on August 24. 

Patrick Meis of White Stone 
was charged with misde-
meanor assault. His trial was 
continued to July 24.

Troy W. Henderson of 
Montross was released on 
$100,000 secured bond after 
allegedly shooting at someone 
in a vehicle. Bond terms were 

appealed from the General 
District Court. 

James Todd Kessler of 
Mechanicsville was in court 
on a defense motion for a 
change of venue in his trial. 
Kessler is charged with the 
murder of missing Burgess 
resident Claudine Gifford 
and with malicious wounding 
in an unrelated case. Judge 
Taliaferro did not rule on the 
motion.

 Septic system aid
Lancaster County residents 

living near Greenvale, Paynes 
and Beach creeks are invited to 
a free community information 
session from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
June 6 at Corrottoman Bap-
tist Church, 48 Ottoman Ferry 
Road, Ottoman, to learn how 
they can be reimbursed up to 
$150 to have their septic tanks 
pumped out.

There are also funds avail-
able to repair a limited number 
of septic systems in the area and 
other water quality cost-share 
programs available through the 
Northern Neck Soil and Water 
Conservation District.

NEWS 
BREAK
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The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department on May 23 hosted a Rappahannock 
Fire Association Firemen’s Competition at the Kilmarnock Carnival Grounds. 

Tappahannock volunteer 

above, White Stone VFD’s 
William Abbott, Lane 
Brocklebank and Jeffrey 
Gutknecht compete in the 
motor chemical race. From 
left, Kilmarnock VFD’s  
David Hudnall and Dalton 
Moore race against the 
clock in the four-man hose 
competition. “It was such a 
good turnout, with families 
and parents coming out to 
watch,” said Kilmarnock 
VFD fundraising chairman 
Tom Jones. “Hopefully 
we can revitalize this 

VFD was the overall team 
winner. Photos by Lisa Hinton-
Valdrighi

LANCASHIRE
CONVALESCENT & REHABILITATION CENTER

287 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA   /  vahs.com

Lancashire Convalescent & Rehabilitation 

  Center is pleased to offer the comfort of 

all-private rooms — available for residents in need 

of skilled or rehabilitative care. 

In addition, you can count on us for:

 In-house physical, occupational and speech    

   therapy provided by our team of licensed therapists

 A doctor on staff to ensure quality care

 Coverage, in most cases, by Medicare and other     

   carriers — up to 100 days per benefit period

To learn mmorre, coontact our admministrator, 

Garrett Jonnees, att 804-435-16884, or visit us onnline 

at www.vaahhs.comm.

The care you need. The privacy you want.
ALL-PRIVATE ROOMS NOW AVAILABLE FOR REHABILITATION AND SKILLED CARE RESIDENTS

Rose Society holds festival
From left are Rose Society members vice president Mary 
Ann Olsen, Janet Boese and secretary Elizabeth Graybill 
at the recent Rose Festival in Heathsville. Many members 
of the Rose Society enjoyed presenting an educational 
and pleasurable experience to the community on the 
joys of growing roses. The next monthly meeting will be 
in June. Anyone interested may call president Connie 
DeBordenave at 580-4881.

LANCASTER—During the 
May 20 meeting of the Lan-
caster County Chapter 1406, 
United Daughters of the Con-
federacy, registrar Dr. Cheryl 
Brown-Davis and president 
Jo Ann Fickling welcomed 
new member Jane Lynette Jett 
(Lindy) into the chapter and 
UDC. 

Jett became a member with 
the service of her great-great-
grandfather, Joseph Walter 
Anderson, Company D, 40th 
Regiment Virginia Infantry.

“We are so pleased to have 
Lindy as a new member,” said 
Fickling. “She will be a great 
asset to the chapter in fulfilling 
the objectives of the UDC.”  

Vice president Susan Hudson 
was presented three supplemen-
tal ancestor certificates. The cer-
tificates are for John W. Scott, 
Company B, 57th Regiment Vir-
ginia Infantry; Samuel H. Scott, 
Company B, 57th Regiment 
Virginia Infantry, and John W. 
Booze, Company K, 28th Regi-
ment Virginia Infantry.  

Volunteer firemen test their skills

HEATHSVILLE—North-
ern Neck Dog Training in 
Heathsville recently gradu-
ated several dog and handler 
teams from their puppy kin-
dergarten, pet dog manners 
and basic obedience classes.

In puppy kindergarten, pup-
pies and their owners learned 
the importance of early and 
proper socialization, said 
Dawn Mahaffey. The pup-
pies practiced skills to help 
them develop self-confidence 
in new situations and how to 
interact politely and safely 
with people and other dogs.

In the pet dog manners 
class, the dogs learned the 
basics of good manners at 
home and in public, including 
how to greet other people and 
dogs politely, how to walk on 
a loose leash without pull-
ing, how to take treats gently, 
and how to be polite entering 
and exiting doorways, said 
Mahaffey. In the basic obe-
dience class, dogs learned to 
walk on a loose leash, and 
to sit, down, stay and come 
when called, she said.

All owners learned the 
basics of dog psychology, 
how to build a better relation-
ship with their dogs based on 
trust and leadership, how to 
get and keep their dog’s atten-
tion, and the basics of learn-
ing theory, added Mahaffey. 
This prepares the owner to 
apply what they have learned 
to situations outside the class-
room.

Basic obendience gradu-
ates included Beverly Griffith 
and Saluki, Jubilee, and 
Tammy Wilkins with Dalma-
tion, Sadie.

Puppy kindergarten gradu-
ates Carolyn Quinn and Blue 
Heeler, Doug.

Pet dog manners graduates 
included Charles VanDen-
burgh and Diana Jamison 
and standard Poodle, Tilly; 
Dawn Ickess and Australian 
shepherd, Pandora; Wes and 
Teresa Simpson and Shih Tzu 

Dogs and handlers graduate training classes

and Sadie.

Above are Carolyn Quinn 
and Doug.

From left are Tilly, Charles VanDenburgh, Diana Jamison, 
Dawn Ickes and Pandora

Brandy; and Archa Robertson 
and min pin mix, Opie.

Northern Neck Dog Train-
ing was formerly included 
as the training program 
under the umbrella of Lorien 
Cricket Hill Kennels, but 
they have recently re-branded 
in an effort to make the name 
easier for the public to find 
and remember, she said. 
Northern Neck Dog Training 
endorses and teaches gentle, 
non-force training methods 
that encourage teamwork 
between dog and handler.

For June classes, or private 
instruction, call 580-0071.

UDC Chapter 1406 convenes May meeting

Rappahannock
Record

27 North Main Street
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

804-435-1701  ext. 26

BUSINESS CARDS . . . 

WE PRINT THEM!
FLYERS?

COLOR COPIES?
POSTERS?

WE PRINT THEM TOO!
USE YOUR OWN LOGO

OR WE CAN DESIGN ONE FOR YOU!

www.deedavidandco.com

We Design Kitchens, Bathrooms, 

Laundry Rooms, Outdoor Kitchens 

and more!
Call to schedule an in-home consultation

or to visit the Studio in Lottsburg.
–804-724-0829–

RICHMOND—Virginia 
homeowners can help protect the 
environment and the Chesapeake 
Bay by planting Virginia-grown 
plants this spring.

The Virginia Green Industry 
Council recently launched Grow 
Some VA! to urge homeown-
ers to reduce storm water runoff 
from their yards into local water-
ways by growing Virginia-grown 
plants. The plants also will beau-
tify properties and help create 
habitat for insects and wildlife.

“Bottom line, it helps the 
Chesapeake Bay,” said Rick 
Baker, Grow Some VA! manager. 
“The bay is a valuable economic 
resource, recreational refuge and 
habitat for a wide range of marine 
life. Grow Some VA! provides 
ideas for planting and sources 
of Virginia-grown plants to help 
stimulate positive change.”

Virginia residents can do their 
part by planting native species, 

which they can find in indepen-
dent retail garden centers across 
the state. The VGIC is focusing 
on Virginia-grown plants because 
they are acclimated to the state’s 
growing conditions and grow 
well in Virginia soil, and because 
buying them helps support local 
economies, said Baker.

VGIC members include arbor-
ists, Christmas tree growers, 
educators, florists, gardeners, 
horticulturists, landscapers and 
landscape designers and sup-
pliers, lawn care professionals, 
retail and wholesale nurseries 
and public gardens.

The organization’s guidelines 
for improving the state’s environ-
ment include high environmen-
tal standards for horticultural 
businesses and products; use of 
best management practices for 
controlling water runoff; and the 
planting of Virginia-grown plants 
for habitat restoration. 

Member Peggy Dunton Croft 
was presented a supplemental 
ancestor certificate for Henry 
Wise James, Company L, 55th 
Regiment Virginia Infantry.  

On May 23 an Iron Cross was 
dedicated to honor the service 
of Capt. John F. Hughlett, Com-
pany D, 9th Regiment Virginia 
Cavalry, and a flag was dedi-
cated in honor of Major Charles 
N. Lawson, Company L, 55th 
Regiment Virginia Infantry.  

The Lancaster County Chap-
ter UDC meets on third Wednes-
days September through June. 
Membership is open to women 
ages 16 and older who have 
a Confederate ancestor who 
served honorably in the Army, 
Navy or Civil Service of the 
Confederate States of America, 
or gave material aid to the cause. 

The objectives of the UDC are 
historical, benevolent, memorial 
and patriotic. To join, call Dr. 
Davis at 580-2245.

Homeowners can help protect
environment with native plants

 Did you know...
The number of record high 

temperature events in the U.S. 
since 1959 has increased, while 
the number of record low tem-
perature events has decreased? 

The U.S. also has witnessed 
increasing numbers of intense 
rainfall events. 

Provided by the nationwide 
Citizen’s Climate Lobby

Gift Subscriptions
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Kilmarnock abounds in talented folks, 
individuals and families who share their 

abilities with those of us in the passing scene. 
One of the foremost in that category is Bernice 
McElroy, whose house and yard on Irvington 
road regularly proclaim both her patriotism 
and her enthusiasm for holidays and festivals 
throughout the year.  

Bernice does not practice minimalism. For 
much of her life she was a military wife, duti-
fully supporting her late husband, Gary’s, 
career across the decades of his service.  On 
Armed Forces Day, Decoration Day, Inde-
pendence Day, Veterans Day, whatever the 
celebration or commemoration, her yard 
announces to the world that she is a true blue 
patriot, one filled with love for her country 
and appreciation for those who serve to keep 
us free.  

The setting is the vehicle for her message. 
She has a lawn that looks as if it is being 
grown to be a model for a grass seed catalog 
with every blade’s condition being addressed 
personally. All of the plantings work in unison 
to emphasize the focus of each celebration. 
For the major national commemorations she 

has red, white and blue flowers by the hun-
dreds lining the walks and plantings. For Hal-
loween, Thanksgiving, Easter,  and other sea-
sonal festivities, she displays appropriately.

On her house and throughout her yard orna-
ments, she has Old Glory flying high at every 
turn.  When one speaks of showing the flag, 
Bernice is in the vanguard of proud Ameri-

cans. She plans every detail, and by the time 
the day of the celebration arrives, her art-
work is ready for viewing. The yard continu-
ally becomes a new canvas upon which she 
“paints” her landscape for everyone to see, 
and then she sets out to create anew in time 
for the next celebration.

In that vein Bernice has some form of deco-
rative activity going on throughout the year, 
but her masterpiece comes during Advent as 
she prepares for Christmas. Inside and outside 
her property radiates the Christmas spirit, and 
reflects her genuine awe for the “Miracle of 
the Season.”  Her ornaments and decorations 
are legion, and she can describe where she 
acquired each piece. Last year the numbers to 
which the collection had grown necessitated 
her building an addition in the form of a stor-
age room to hold the pieces in the off season.

In the last few years twice she has won First 
Place in the Kilmarnock Christmas decorat-
ing competition, and the fame of her home 
and yard has spread far beyond the town’s 
confines. People from other areas come to 
drive past her yard to behold in amazement 
the tasteful display that shows her personal 

touch in selecting and placing each item.
Being of German descent, with the maiden 

name of Nolde, Bernice is enamored of items 
that evoke the atmosphere of the Old Country. 
She collects a myriad of all things German, 
and within her family thinks of herself by 
the Germanic “Oma,” which is short for 
Grandma.  

Another one of Bernice’s collecting inter-
ests centers on angels, be they in the mold of 
yard statuary or carved figurines to augment 
her Christmas array. If it is an angel in any 
form, she is apt to have it in her holdings. The 
arrangement of the statues in the yard gives 
them the appearance of a heavenly host, the 
placement of which is virtually biblical in its 
inspiration. 

Today Bernice becomes a semisesquicente-
narian. As one of the many who enjoy seeing 
what she does for the community throughout 
the year, I join the others in wishing her the 
best. Perhaps this might be the year she finds 
a new angel, but the most visible and abiding 
angel of all is Bernice herself.

Happy Birthday, Bernice!  Ad multos 
annos!

On Armed Forces Day, Deco-
ration Day, Independence 
Day, Veterans Day, whatever 
the celebration or commem-
oration, her yard announces 
to the world that she is a 
true blue patriot, one filled 
with love for her country 
and appreciation for those 
who serve to keep us free.  

Focal Point

X marks the spot, where the sun goes down.

Photo by Nadege Watson

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Military Appreciation Month was observed 
throughout May across the nation, and I was 
privileged to attend a number of events around 
the First District honoring these patriots.

I enjoyed cheering on the runners and meet-
ing a number of exceptional Marines and 
community leaders at the recent Marine Corps 
Historic Half marathon in Fredericksburg. The 
Historic Half is a fantastic opportunity for the 
community to join together in support of our 
military. Businesses and attractions certainly 
benefit from the arrival of many visitors to the 
Fredericksburg area.

Later that day, I saw the same outpouring 
of community support for the military at the 
annual Some Gave All Foundation Memo-
rial Motorcycle Ride in King George, which 
honors the memories of Army Sgt. Nicholas 
Conan Mason of King George and Marine Sgt. 
Joshua James Frazier of Spotsylvania, both of 
whom lost their lives in the line of duty in Iraq.

The West Point community also honored a 
number of patriotic citizens at a Vietnam War 
Veterans event hosted by the Daughters of the 
American Revolution.

 The spirit of service and the memories of 
those who have given the ultimate sacrifice are 
a constant presence in our region. Our men and 
women in uniform—past and present—inspire 
me each and every day as I make decisions 

in Washington that impact the military, from 
debating training programs and selecting 
equipment to strengthening TRICARE and 
military housing programs.

Memorial Day is a timely reminder of the 
sacrifices that many of our fellow citizens have 
made to defend our freedoms, and I am truly 
honored to serve the military men and women 
and their families who have served our great 
nation.

May was also National Foster Care Month. 
Nearly 400,000 children are in foster care 
nationwide, and while the system has made 
great strides in lowering the number of months 
a child is in foster care by making permanency 
the priority, 25,000 children still “age out” of 
the system every year without finding a forever 
family. 

As a child of adoption myself, I know how 
instrumental the loving, supportive environ-
ment of a permanent family is to our youth. If 
you are thinking about expanding your family, 
I urge you to consider foster care as a way to 
give hope to some of our nation’s most vulner-
able children.

If you have questions about this process, or 
about any issues important to you, don’t hesi-
tate to reach out to me.

I can be reached at 202-225-4261 or witt-
man.house.gov.

YOUR LETTERS

A May 31 letter claims the 
anthropogenic global warming 
(AGW) hypothesis is settled sci-
ence, his justification being the 
“97% consensus.” 

That consensus supposedly 
shows the percentage of scien-
tists agreeing with the IPCC, that 
human activity is the principle 
cause of global warming.  

One of the serious problems 
with these dubious consensus 
claims is that most scientists pro-
vided prudent responses to these 
unprofessional “surveys,” but 
were nonetheless included in the 
“97%” count.

Other serious issues included 
ambiguity of some questions, and 
egregious assumptions involved 
when employing automated 
document searches. Even the UN 
IPCC lead writer recently stated 
that the 97% consensus claims 
are completely bogus.

Many respondents (including 
most skeptics) agree that human 
activity may be influencing 
global temperature. When I strike 
a match I may be impacting the 
global temperature. But, what 
about when I exhale?

There is no empirical evidence 
showing that co2, even over geo-
logic periods, has ever had any 
impact on global temperature. 
Although co2 levels have been 
much higher during most of 
our planet’s existence, the cor-
relation over geologic periods 
shows only the reverse—that co2 
variation mimics, and follows (by 
hundreds of years) temperature 
variation. None of the computer 
models using this “settled” sci-
ence can explain why, with co2 
at its highest level, there has been 
no further temperature increase 
for almost two decades.

The IPCC claims our current 
warming (such as it is) is a record 
going back 800 years. They cite 
a lower probability (unjustified) 
which extends to 1,200 years. In 
any event, there have been sev-
eral earlier periods during this 
interglacial, before the MWP, all 
likely warmer than now. These 
natural warm periods were before 
humans could have had any 
impact on global temperature.

The proponents of this dubious 
hypothesis have neither evidence 
nor consensus.

Denis Ables,
Mollusk

No evidence,
no consensus

Iran cannot be permitted to have 
nuclear weapons. Based on previ-
ous behavior any nuclear weapons 
Iran gets will be shared with ter-
rorists. Once this occurs Israel and 
the U.S. will be attacked. A small 
nuclear device detonated in NYC 
would make 9-11 pale in compari-
son.

Iran has added conditions to the 
nuclear negation framework. This 
should allow the U.S. to add con-
ditions which should have been 
our original position. These condi-
tions follow.

Iran will not:

activities or retain a stockpile.

equipment.

No nuclear
weapons for Iran

-
ments.

inspections.
-

tion or other adverse actions 
against the U.S. or Israel.  

In return the U.S. will not:

sanctions on Iran unless necessi-
tated by other bad behavior.

Some will say this will automat-
ically lead to war. On the contrary, 
Iran can cease their bad behavior 
and become respectful, productive 
and successful world citizens.

Iran has a choice and should 
they reject the offer, Congress 
should declare war on Iran. No 
invasion should occur. Bombing 
should start with military targets 
followed by power plants, fuel tank 
farms, refineries, oil transporta-
tion facilities and oil wells. Every 
electric power plant in the country 
should be destroyed so the entire 
country is without electricity. Few 
if any people would be killed by 
this type of war.

If the radical government is 
replaced by a non-aggressive 
government, we should offer to 
rebuild the electric power plants 
and other non-military facilities—
like after World War II.

The importance of the current 
nuclear negotiations cannot be 
over emphasized. Please pray that 
our negotiators get it right so Iran 
does not get nuclear weapons.

Charles Burrell,
Irvington

This past Saturday night we 
had the pleasure to attend the 
Lancaster County Jazz Showcase. 
It is the second Jazz showcase we 
have attended.

The event showcases the tal-
ents of middle and high school 
students separately. These stu-
dents participate in the jazz band 
voluntarily and on their own time. 
It is obvious they do so enthusias-
tically. They are led by a teacher 
and a volunteer who go above and 
beyond simply for the love of the 
children and music.

After the students’ perfor-
mances, the Northern Neck Big 
Band performed separately and 
then with the high school stu-
dents. The event was outstanding 
to say the least. The cost to attend 
the event was only $5 and boy did 
you get your money’s worth.

While the performances were 
outstanding, the long lasting take 
away from the event is the impor-
tance of music to the development 
of the students. I have heard dis-
cussions in other locations about 
the need to cut school budgets and 
one of the first targets discussed 
are music and the arts programs.

From this point forward when-
ever school budget cuts are dis-
cussed with music programs as 
targets, I will think of the jazz 
band students and what it means 
to them. It is every bit as impor-
tant as math, English and history 
to the development of many stu-
dents.

 To those who did not attend, 
plan to attend next year. It is the 
best $5 you can spend.  

Al Hall,
Reedville

Jazz showcase is
worth every cent

I have read a few of the 
climate change letters in the 
Record. I have not read all of 
them because my eyes glass 
over after only a few sen-
tences. 

The big picture is simply 
this. Does this country con-
tinue to depend on fossil 
fuels, or not?

They are not limitless so, 
eventually, we need an alter-
native. The only question is— 
when? 

If we do it sooner, maybe 
the fishermen in the Northern 
Neck will not need to check 
the mercury advisories before 
deciding to eat one or two fish 
each month. There are such 
advisories out there and if 

YOUR LETTERS

Step away from
the billboard

you are a fisherman I would 
google it.

If we do it sooner, maybe 
we will not need to worry 
about the impact of fracking 
on our only aquifer system.

Unless you have been living 
under a rock for the past 60 
years or watch FOX news, 
our desire for fossil fuels 
has led us to do some really 
stupid things. Perfect exam-
ple is in the 1950s we, the 
good old USA, for the sake 
of oil, screwed Iran’s demo-
cratically elected president. 
Does anyone really believe 
our involvement in the Mid-
east is for anything other than 
for oil?

So rather than worry about 
which person has the better 
scientific reference about cli-
mate change, step away from 

the billboard and look at the 
big picture.

The next time you fly west 
out of Richmond, look down 
and see the really big pic-
ture. The mountains of West 
Virginia are simply being 
demolished on an industrial 
scale by “clean coal.” 

So, reduced dependency 
on fossil fuels gets us cleaner 
water, cleaner fish and cleaner 
air and saves American lives, 
kind of hard to argue against 
that. 

One way to start is to ask 
Northern Neck Electric 
Cooperative to look across 
the Potomac River where 
Southern Maryland Electric 
Cooperative has installed two 
huge solar arrays. Nice start.  

Lon Crow,
Lottsburg 

Keen readers, and you 
know who you are, might 
have noticed my blunder last 
week in a front page article.

Actually, the mishap 
jumped off page two follow-
ing the jump from page one.

In a story about a recent 
visit to the Arlington 
National Cemetery, the 
writer “interns the urns,” 
when clearly she meant 
some variation of inter, 
inurn, entomb, enshrine, 
inhume, or some other syn-
onym for bury.

By a stretch of the imagi-
nation, there’s a slim pos-
sibility, by way of context, 
she was going for confine or 
impound.

But certainly not the 
noun—a student or trainee 
who works, with little or no 
pay, at a trade or occupation 
in order to gain work experi-
ence. 

In an article of 1,949 
words, if that’s the only word 
that slipped past me, the 
proofreader, the publisher 
and numerous page readers, 
then that ain’t too shabby. 

One miscalculation out of 
1,949, what’s the percent-
age? You do the math.

Unless you’re an English 
teacher, a wordsmith, or 
a nitpicker, you probably 
didn’t catch it anyway.

If you’re into words, these 
wordventing options have 
entered my vocabulary and 
maybe even a dictionary.

brings to mind staff meet-
ings and the equitable distri-
bution of workload.

It comes into play when 
a reporter volunteers for an 
assignment, or I volunteer 
the reporter for an assign-
ment.

dwell time of some of the 
employees around here, I’d 
swear they are cyberslack-
ing, or suffering from info-
mania.

They’re all a bunch of 
netizens, netpickers and 
googholes.

a headline that can be inter-
preted the wrong way, not 
necessarily intentional.

headline or buzzwords to lure 
visitors to an internet site.

becoming a member of the 
overworking class, I need to 
take a haycation, a stayca-
tion or a daycation.

-
whelming amount of events 
or attractions to partake, or 
just a mispronunciation of 
festivities—another blunder.

These and many other 
“new” words can be found 
at sites like learn-english-
today.com, blog.dictionary.
com, nws.merriam-webster.
com. and urbandictionary.
com
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Contributions can be sent to: Bedell for Sheriff

Do you Remember?
T. Benjamin Hall, principal of White Stone Elementary School, crowned Brenda Jones 
as May Queen 1964. From left are attendant Betty Lou Garrett, Hall, Jones, “King” 
Warren Kellum and attendant Beverly Kreiser, said Kilmarnock Museum president 
Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you Remember?” is a community service of the museum.

several of the members of the 1933 Kilmarnock High School girls “baseball team.” 
From left (front row) are Mary Williams, Texie McCrobie, Alice Ives, Belva Clark and 
Louise Walker; (next row) unknown, Charlotte Hurst, Frances Cockrell, Louise Palmer 
and Carolyn Bonner.
To comment on “Do you Remember?” photos, call Carroll Lee Ashburn, 296-0930, or 
contact the Rappahannock Record at 27 North Main Street, Kilmarnock; P.O. Box 400, 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482; 435-1701; or editor@rapprecord.com.

(Reprints from the June 2, 1905, issue of 
the Virginia Citizen)

Irvington
Rev. J. F. Wooden, of Northumberland, 

was here Friday to bring his family to Nor-
folk steamer.

E. B. Blackman, of the Whealton Pack-
ing Co., was here yesterday, returning to his 
post in Baltimore.

Rev. J. M. Anderson has returned from 
Richmond where he attended the nuptials of 
his daughter, Miss Maybell.

Layola Leland cut loose from the Eastern 
Shore long enough to spend a few days last 
week at his home here.

Captain and Mrs. J. F. Bussells have 
removed from Hampton to their nice home 
at 420 Avenue, Norfolk.

Fishing Steamer Clara Ellen, Capt. Bon-
zell Bussells, harbored here Thursday night. 
Ed T. George returned with them as mate.

Charlie Callis was in Baltimore recently, 
returning Wednesday with his sister, Miss 
Inez, who has been receiving instruction 
there.

Millenbeck
Frank Mullen, of Whealton, was here on 

Saturday and Sunday last.
A. W. Cooper and little son, of Balti-

more, made a flying trip to Towles Point on 
Friday, coming down on steamer Calvert 
and returning on steamer Lancaster in the 
afternoon.

A strawberry festival was held at Ber-
trand on Tuesday night for the benefit of the 

Sunday school down there.
The hard-crabbers are making a good 

little sum of money now. Crabs sold last 
week in Baltimore as high as $2.75 per 
barrel. 

Leroy C. Chowning, of Bertrand, left on 
Monday last for New York, where he has 
accepted a position.

W. Campbell Towles, the youngest son of 
J. C. Towles of Bertrand, returned home on 
Saturday night from the Franklin Military 
Academy.

Caught On The Fly
Yesterday the Nuptials of T. Beale Mara-

ton and Miss Annie B. Ficklin were cel-
ebrated at Litwalton.

Miss Laura Chilton, of Lancaster, accom-
panied her little brother, Cy., to Norfolk 
Saturday for treatment to the latter.

Judge J. C. Ewell, of Lancaster, has been 
named as delegate from this district to the 
United Confederate reunion at Louisville, 
June 14, 15 and 16. The delegate will 
appoint his alternate.

The Corporation Commission has char-
tered the Coulbourn Bros.’ Oyster Company, 
of Whealton, Lancaster county, with a capi-
tal of $50,000. A. B. Coulbourn is presi-
dent, G. O. Howeth vice-president, and W. 
W. Marshall, treasurer.   It is rumored that 
Mr. Howeth, now manager of the Corroto-
man branch, will shortly go to Whealton to 
reside.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

YESTERYEAR

In an historic step for the 
protection of clean water, 
the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency and the U.S. 
Army on May 27 finalized the 
Clean Water Rule to clearly 
protect from pollution and 
degredation the streams and 
wetlands that form the foun-
dation of the nation’s water 
resources.

The rule ensures that waters 
protected under the Clean 
Water Act are more precisely 
defined and predictably deter-
mined, making permitting 
less costly, easier, and faster 
for businesses and industry, 
according to an EPA press 
release. The rule is grounded 
in law and the latest science, 
and is shaped by public input. 
The rule does not create any 
new permitting requirements 
for agriculture and maintains 
all previous exemptions and 
exclusions.

“For the water in the rivers 
and lakes in our communities 
that flow to our drinking water 
to be clean, the streams and 
wetlands that feed them need 
to be clean too,” said EPA 
administrator Gina McCar-
thy. “Protecting our water 
sources is a critical compo-
nent of adapting to climate 
change impacts like drought, 
sea level rise, stronger storms, 
and warmer temperatures – 
which is why EPA and the 
Army have finalized the Clean 
Water Rule to protect these 
important waters, so we can 
strengthen our economy and 
provide certainty to American 
businesses.”

“Today’s rule marks the 
beginning of a new era in the 
history of the Clean Water 
Act,” said Assistant Secretary 
for the Army (Civil Works) 
Jo-Ellen Darcy. “This is a 
generational rule and com-
pletes another chapter in his-
tory of the Clean Water Act. 
This rule responds to the 
public’s demand for greater 
clarity, consistency, and pre-
dictability when making juris-
dictional determinations. The 
result will be better public 
service nationwide.”

 People need clean water for 
their health: About 117 mil-
lion Americans—one in three 
people—get drinking water 
from streams that lacked clear 
protection before the Clean 
Water Rule. America’s cher-
ished way of life depends on 
clean water, as healthy eco-
systems provide wildlife habi-
tat and places to fish, paddle, 
surf, and swim. Clean and 
reliable water is an economic 
driver, including for manu-
facturing, farming, tourism, 
recreation, and energy pro-
duction. The health of our 
rivers, lakes, bays, and coastal 
waters are impacted by the 
streams and wetlands where 
they begin.

Protection for many of the 
nation’s streams and wetlands 
has been confusing, complex, 
and time-consuming as the 
result of Supreme Court deci-

sions in 2001 and 2006. EPA 
and the Army are taking this 
action today to provide clar-
ity on protections under the 
Clean Water Act after receiv-
ing requests for over a decade 
from members of Congress, 
state and local officials, indus-
try, agriculture, environmen-
tal groups, scientists, and the 
public for a rulemaking.

In developing the rule, the 
agencies held more than 400 
meetings with stakeholders 
across the country, reviewed 
over one million public com-
ments, and listened carefully 
to perspectives from all sides. 
EPA and the Army also utilized 
the latest science, including a 
report summarizing more than 
1,200 peer-reviewed, pub-
lished scientific studies which 
showed that small streams and 
wetlands play an integral role 
in the health of larger down-
stream water bodies.

Climate change makes pro-
tection of water resources 
even more essential. Streams 
and wetlands provide many 
benefits to communities by 
trapping floodwaters, recharg-
ing groundwater supplies, fil-
tering pollution, and providing 
habitat for fish and wildlife. 
Impacts from climate change 
like drought, sea level rise, 
stronger storms, and warmer 
temperatures threaten the 
quantity and quality of Amer-
ica’s water. Protecting streams 
and wetlands will improve our 
nation’s resilience to climate 
change.

Specifically, the Clean 
Water Rule:

-
tects tributaries that impact 
the health of downstream 
waters. The Clean Water Act 
protects navigable waterways 
and their tributaries. The rule 
says that a tributary must show 
physical features of flow-
ing water—a bed, bank, and 
ordinary high water mark—to 
warrant protection. The rule 
provides protection for head-
waters that have these features 
and science shows can have 
a significant connection to 
downstream waters.

how far safeguards extend to 
nearby waters. The rule pro-
tects waters that are next to 
rivers and lakes and their trib-
utaries because science shows 
that they impact downstream 
waters. The rule sets boundar-
ies on covering nearby waters 
for the first time that are phys-
ical and measurable.

regional water treasures. Sci-
ence shows that specific water 
features can function like a 
system and impact the health 
of downstream waters. The 
rule protects prairie potholes, 
Carolina and Delmarva bays, 
pocosins, western vernal 
pools in California, and Texas 
coastal prairie wetlands when 
they impact downstream 
waters.

ditches. The rule limits pro-

tection to ditches that are 
constructed out of streams or 
function like streams and can 
carry pollution downstream. 
So ditches that are not con-
structed in streams and that 
flow only when it rains are not 
covered.

of waters within Munici-
pal Separate Storm Sewer 
Systems. The rule does not 
change how those waters are 
treated and encourages the 
use of green infrastructure.

specific analysis of waters. 
Previously, almost any water 
could be put through a lengthy 
case-specific analysis, even if 
it would not be subject to the 
Clean Water Act. The rule 
significantly limits the use of 
case-specific analysis by cre-
ating clarity and certainty on 
protected waters and limiting 
the number of similarly situ-
ated water features.

A Clean Water Act permit 
is only needed if a water 
is going to be polluted or 
destroyed. The Clean Water 
Rule only protects the types 
of waters that have histori-
cally been covered under the 
Clean Water Act. It does not 
regulate most ditches and 

does not regulate groundwa-
ter, shallow subsurface flows, 
or tile drains. It does not make 
changes to current policies on 
irrigation or water transfers or 
apply to erosion in a field. The 
Clean Water Rule addresses 
the pollution and destruction 
of waterways—not land use or 
private property rights.

The rule protects clean 
water necessary for farming, 
ranching, and forestry and 
provides greater clarity and 
certainty to farmers about cov-
erage of the Clean Water Act. 
Farms across America depend 
on clean and reliable water 
for livestock, crops and irri-
gation. The final rule specifi-
cally recognizes the vital role 
that U.S. agriculture serves in 
providing food, fuel, and fiber 
at home and around the world. 
The rule does not create any 
new permitting requirements 
for America’s farmers. 

Activities like planting, har-
vesting, and moving livestock 
have long been exempt from 
Clean Water Act regulation, 
and the Clean Water Rule pre-
serves those exemptions.

The Clean Water Rule will 
be effective 60 days after pub-
lication in the Federal Regis-
ter.

EPA and U.S. Army finalize Clean Water Rule
The 99th District Tea Party 

will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, June 
9, at the Upper Lancaster Ruri-
tan Center, 3989 Whitechapel 
Road, Lively. The speaker will 
be Loren Spivack, founder of  
The Free Market Warrior. He 
will present excerpts from his 
economic literacy seminars. The 
public is invited. 

Spivack talks in an entertain-
ing, humorous way to provide 
his audience with information 
that goes far beyond what the 
average person would ever dis-
cover on his own, and what will 
enable people to be independent 
in thought and action, said vice 
president Lyn Neira. 

Spivack founded Free Market 
Warrior in 2009 and since then 
has devoted his time to teaching  

groups about free market eco-
nomics. He conducts economic 
literacy seminars across the U.S. 
His seminar promotes liberty for 
the people by giving them great 
insight into how the economy 
really works and why capitalism 
improves the standard of living, 
said Neira.

Spivack studied history and 
political science at the University 
of Massachusetts at Amherst. 
Spivack’s background includes 
the readings of Friedrich Hayek, 
Milton Friedman, Ludwig von 
Misses, and Thomas Sowell, of 
whose thoughts he states: “…I 
learned from these scholars the 
old fashioned way. I read their 
books. None of them, (not one!) 
were taught where I went to 
school.” 

Spivack to address Tea Party
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WEEMS—Claudette Carter 
Henderson, a native of Lancaster 
County, has joined the race for 
school board member in District 
4. 

Henderson is a 1972 graduate 
of Lancaster High School. She 
said her primary reason for seek-
ing a seat on the board is to join 
the other board members and 
the superintendent in restoring 
Lancaster County to its former 
status of exemplary standing in 
the state.

“I can remember when stu-
dents from other counties sought 
admission to Lancaster County 
public schools because of their 
high academic achievements,” 
said Henderson. “Unfortunately, 
Lancaster County students 
are currently looking to attend 
school outside of the county.”

Henderson brings the expe-

KILMARNOCK—Sandra 
Zeiler of Kilmarnock recently 
announced her campaign for 
Lancaster County School 
Board in District 2.

“I have never claimed to be 
a very political person and do 
not see this as a political step, 
but rather a way for a parent 
to promote positive changes,” 
said Zeiler

Having a child with edu-
cational challenges has been 
extremely enlightening over 
the past seven years, she 
said.

“I have been a chairper-
son for the Lancaster County 
Special Education Advisory 
Committee (SEAC) for the 
past three years,” said Zeiler. 
“I have assisted in developing 

Sandra Zeiler announces
campaign for District 2 seat
on Lancaster school board

Sandra Zeiler

PRC are attempts to get more 
parents involved in their 
child’s education, she added.

“My goal is to assist our 
new administration and cur-
rent staff to improve our 
schools with necessary 
changes,” said Zeiler. “I 
want to help make Lancaster 
County schools the excellent 
school district that it has the 
potential to be. I feel that 
we need to keep Lancaster 
County students in our own 
county schools.

“For these reasons, I believe 
I am the most qualified person 
to serve on the board.”

A physical therapist, Zeiler 
and her husband, Dave, have 
two children in Lancaster 
County schools.

and staffing Lancaster Coun-
ty’s new Parent Resource 
Center (PRC).”

Both the SEAC and the 

Claudette Henderson to seek District 4 school board seat

Claudette C. Henderson

rience of diverse careers to 
include service in the U.S. Air 
Force, a former local social 
services director, Wall Street 
trainer, supervisor and compli-
ance officer, and adjunct faculty 

at Rappahannock Community 
College.

In a recent position as senior 
research and program associate, 
Henderson worked on projects 
to assist middle school students 
in developing positive identities 
utilizing the Identity Theory. It 
is believed when children have 
strong and positive self-identities 
they transition into productive 
adults. Therefore, she believes in 
addition to academic studies, the 
school system must identify and 
implement methods in develop-
ing the “whole” student.

During her tenure as Northern 
Neck MicroEnterprise program 
coordinator, Henderson devel-
oped and implemented a youth 
entrepreneurship curriculum 
for students at Lancaster High 
School. During the course, stu-
dents learned the mechanics of 

starting a small business and 
developed mini business plans 
for their business ideas. The 
overarching outcome was stu-
dents realized the importance of 
goal-setting.

Henderson has a bachelor’s 
cum laude from Notre Dame of 
Maryland University, formerly 
the College of Notre Dame of 
Maryland, Baltimore, Md., in 
business with an emphasis in 
business management and a mas-
ter’s with honors from University 
of Baltimore in applied psychol-
ogy specializing in industrial/
organization psychology. She has 
postgraduate studies at the doc-
toral level at Capella University 
in human services specializing in 
counseling studies.

Henderson has numerous 
certificates, honors and awards; 
selected recognitions include 
American Business Women’s 
Association, Cavalier Chapter—

Hattitude Honoree, March 2014; 
Champions of Children and 
Families Award, Three Rivers 
Healthy Families Inc., April 
2009; Entrepreneurship 101 
Award for Outstanding Lead-
ership in the Field of Business 
Creativity and Entrepreneurship 
by Consortium for Entrepre-
neurship Education, November 
2004; Alpha Sigma Lambda, 
Delta Chi Chapter; Delta Mu 
Delta, Epsilon Rho Chapter; and 
Psi Chi national honor societies.

Returning home after more 
than 30 years, Henderson over 
the past 10 years has served 
her community as a current 
or former board/committee 
member of Bay Consortium 
Workforce Investment Board 
Inc., Boys and Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck, Lancaster and 
Northumberland Counties Habi-
tat for Humanity Inc., Middle 
Peninsula Northern Neck Local 

Human Rights Committee, 
Northern Neck Alliance Inc. 
(Head Start), Richmond-West-
moreland Counties Habitat for 
Humanity Inc.; River Counties 
Community Foundation, River 
Counties Red Cross Chapter 
Inc., and Three Rivers Healthy 
Families Inc.

Henderson, who lives in 
Weems and attends Sharon Bap-
tist Church, said she is a life-
long learner and understands 
that “knowledge is power.”

She will serve on the Lan-
caster County School Board 
embracing the core values of 
integrity, timeliness and dedica-
tion while working with school 
board chairman Dr. Robert West-
brook, other board members and 
superintendent Steven Parker to 
return Lancaster County Public 
Schools to its once exceptional 
status in the Commonwealth, 
added Henderson.


