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Memorial Day commemorated
A young family enters Historic Christ Church in Weems as the Lancaster High School JROTC prepares 

her speech. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster 
by the Bay Chamber of Commerce’s 
fourth annual Parade of Homes by the 
Bay will be presented May 29 and 30. 
Hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday.

The Parade of Homes by the Bay 
will feature 14 properties in various 
categories including stick built, modu-
lar, remodels, additions, and interior/
exterior designs.

“The goal of the Parade of Homes by 
the Bay event is to showcase the high 
quality of craftsmanship that we have 
here in our community,” said Chamber 
executive director Anne Paparella.

“This is a great opportunity for 
local builders, associate trades and 

real estate brokers to get exposure that 
can lead to increased business and 
for interested homebuyers and home-
owners actively wanting to improve 
their homes to learn more about what 
options are out there for them,” said 
Paparella.

Tickets are $25 per person Friday 
and Saturday at the Lancaster by the 
Bay Chamber office, 129 South Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. The Parade packet 
includes tickets, parade program and 
discount coupons to area restaurants.

“This year we are excited to partner 
with Northumberland/Lancaster Habi-
tat for Humanity, and a portion of the 
ticket sales will go to this worthwhile 
organization,” added Paparella. 

Parade of Homes
slated this weekend

KILMARNOCK—Prospective can-
didates for local office in the November 
3 general election have until Tuesday, 
June 9, to file all necessary papers with 
voter registrars.

Lancaster voter registrar Susan P. Jett 
said an article in the May 21 Rappah-
annock Record erroneously indicated 
candidates could file online. Although 
related information and forms may be 
available at elections.virginia.gov, all 
paperwork must be filed with the voter 
registrar.

Jett noted there are forms which need 
to be filed in addition to the Declaration 
of Candidacy and petitions.

As of May 18, six candidates had 
qualified for the ballot in Lancaster by 
submitting all forms, she said. Several 
others had filed petitions and their dec-
laration, but had not yet filed all of the 
required forms. 

Statewide, elections will be held for 
all 40 seats in the Virginia Senate and 
100 seats in the House of Delegates.

Constitutional offices up for election in 
Lancaster and Northumberland include 

Commonwealth’s Attorney, Clerk of 
the Circuit Court, Commissioner of the 
Revenue, Treasurer and Sheriff. Voters in 
both counties also will elect two mem-
bers each to the Northern Neck Soil and 
Water Conservation District.

In Lancaster, voters in Districts 2, 3 
and 4 will elect members to the board of 
supervisors and school board. 

In Northumberland, voters in Districts 
1, 4 and 5 will elect members to the 
board of supervisors and school board.

Those interested in seeking election 
in Lancaster should contact Jett at the 
County Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road. Her phone number is 
462-5277. Her email address is sjett@
lancova.com. Office hours are 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Mondays through Fridays.

In Northumberland, contact reg-
istrar Katherine M. Davenport at the 
Old Courthouse, 72 Monument Place, 
Heathsville. Her phone number is 580-
4655. Her email address is kgoddard@
co.northumberland.va.us. Office hours 
are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays through 
Fridays.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumber-
land planning commission has for the 
first time added hydraulic fracturing, or 
fracking, to the water quality protection 
plan in the county’s comprehensive plan.

On May 21, the commission unani-
mously proposed updates to chapter five 
in the comprehensive plan that includes 
warnings about the dangers of fracking.

“If you look at the experience in Penn-
sylvania and Ohio, and now Oklahoma... 
I just don’t like the cavalier attitude that 
the state has, because once the aquifer 
is contaminated, you’re done for,” said 
commission member Garfield Parker. 
An aquifer is the underground water 
supply from which clean water is drawn.

Assistant county administrator Lut-
trell Tadlock said fracking companies 
have signed leases in King George and 
Westmoreland counties, but no drilling 
has happened yet.

The new passage says the concern is 
that drilling in the Taylorsville Basin in 
the upper Northern Neck could impact 
Northumberland’s water supply, since 
the county is downstream from the basin.

The chapter now also mentions con-
cerns about large withdrawals from the 
aquifer, causing a declining water supply 
near major water users.

The commission also recommended a 
feasibility study and economic plan for 

All candidate forms must be
filed with registrar by June 9

Northumberland planning
commission notes fracking
concerns in water quality plan

been “cavalier” about regulating 
fracking.

by Renss Greene

developing water reservoirs in prepara-
tion for future water shortages.

“As a responsible commission, after 
all our discussions—and I think it’s a 
big item of concern—I think we would 
be shirking our duty if we don’t at least 
suggest it,” said commissioner Heidi 
Wilkins. 

The updated comprehensive plan 
must be approved by county supervisors.

Last week I took my grandson to 
Arlington National Cemetery. We 

have gone there many times before, 
always to a single grave in Section 60, 
the final resting place for those who 
lost their lives in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. 

But this time is different. We went 
to tour the cemetery so that a 10-year-
old boy would know about the many 
people of valor buried alongside his 
father.

Tyler was just 6 months old when 
he first came here. We buried his dad 
that day. On a visit last fall, he asked 
if we could look around the cemetery. 
This was a big moment. It was the 
first time he had connected to this 
sacred place. We spent a little time 
driving through the cemetery, passing 
historic monuments and headstones. 
I was surprised to discover I didn’t 
know much about many of the monu-
ments or their place in history. So I 
promised we would come back in the 
spring and spend the day honoring 
heroes just like his dad. 

And then I got to work doing my 
research.
Tour Day

We planned our visit for May 21, 
Flags-In Day, when 1,000 members 

Youth learns more about those 
who died in service to the nation

Arlington National Cemetery: 

Photos by Audrey Thomasson

by Audrey Thomasson

of the 3rd U.S. Infantry “Old Guard” 
place flags at over 275,000 grave 
markers and the Columbarium in 
preparation for Memorial Day. It is a 
tradition that began in 1948 and takes 
upwards of five hours, finishing after 
dark. 

Rain was predicted for Friday, but 
as things go, a light drizzle makes 
everything gleam on our tour day 

instead.  
We bring a friend who is visiting 

from California and drive directly 
to Ty’s father. U.S. Army Lt. Col. 
Thomas A. Wren served two tours in 
Bosnia, one in Afghanistan and lost 
his life in Iraq. 

Tyler likes to try and locate the 
gravesite on his own. He searches 
among the thousands of headstones 
in Section 60. Two small trees serve 
as his guide. In nearly a decade since 
Tom’s passing, the trees have grown to 
nearly the size of the others. With the 
addition of many more rows of head-
stones, it takes a little while to find.

Tyler spots it first, and we place our 
flowers at the headstone. I tell stories 
of his dad and some of the character-
istics they share—it’s our tradition. 
Our visits are always emotional. 
Sometimes we laugh. Sometimes we 
try to hold back tears. 

We proceed to another section and 
place roses at U.S. Navy Cmdr. John 
B. Culver’s grave. “Miss Beth,” as 
Ty calls my friend, explains how her 
husband captained a navy ship on the 
rivers of the Mekong Delta launch-

ARLINGTON, continued on page A2
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ON THE WATER
POWERBOAT CERTIFICATION

ing rockets in support of our 
ground troops in Vietnam.

I make a mental note to 
show him Vietnam on a map. 

And then our tour begins. Or 
so we think. 

Beth and I sit in the front 
seat of my car struggling to 
read the ridiculously small type 
on the map we picked up in the 
Welcome Center. My grandson 
is in the back seat navigating 
from the app his mother down-
loaded to his “smart” phone. 
Humph!
A rose of honor

A World War II Tuskegee 
airman buried near Tom tops 
our visitation list. We locate 
the marker and I tell Tyler 
about the heroism of the first 
African-American military avi-
ators, navigators, bombardiers, 
mechanics, instructors and 
support teams. Also serving 
in Korea and Vietnam, Lucius 
Theus rose from private to the 
rank of major general and was 
instrumental in establishing 
the military’s Race Relations 
Board. 

From our bucketful of long 
stemmed red roses, Tyler picks 
one and places it on the marker 
to honor his valor.

Across the street is the burial 
site of 241 service members 
from the 1983 barracks bomb-
ing in Beirut. Looking toward 
the Pentagon, we have a clear 
view of the memorial to those 
killed in the Pentagon on 911. 

A single rose is left by the 
fountain of the Columbarium, 
which interns the urns of those 
warriors who were cremated. 

Nearby, we discover the 
monument honoring 2,111 
unknown soldiers who lost 
their lives on the fields of Bull 
Run and the route to the Rap-
pahannock River.

As we wind down our visit, 
we see the groundsmen finish 
mowing the pristine grounds 
and a street cleaner washing 
rain soaked streets. Others are 
trimming bushes or edging 
around each headstone in 
anticipation of the Old Guard’s 
arrival at 4 p.m., each carrying 
a backpack filled with flags. 

Tyler has placed five dozen 
red roses across Arlington. 
There is much more to see, so 
I promise we will continue on 
our next visit.
Farewell, for now

Our final stop is where we 
began, with a farewell to his 
father until our return. 

A horse-drawn caisson bear-
ing the flag draped casket of a 
fallen warrior catches Tyler’s 
attention. An honor guard is 
preparing to roll over Arling-
ton’s hills to the interment site.

As we watch, I tell Tyler 
the story of the day we buried 
his father here. And how our 
family and Tom’s military 
family and friends participated 
in a procession that followed 
a horse-drawn caisson along 
this same tree-lined street. 
His mother walked behind the 
caisson, carrying 6-month-old 
Tyler, and accompanied by 
U.S. Army Gen. David Evans. 
I recall the pageantry of the 
folding and presentation of the 
American flag that covered 
Tom’s casket, the 21-gun salute 
and a lone bugler playing taps. 

The same pride and precision 
that defined Tom’s military life 
also distinguishes him in death, 
both in that final funeral march 
and in this sad and magnificent 
National Cemetery. 

Arlington belongs to Tyler—
maybe even more than it 
belongs to you and me.

Civil War shortages led to some burial traditions at Arlington, such as horse-drawn 

buried at Arlington lost 

I tell Tyler we will return to 
the Columbarium next month 
with the remains of his cousin, 
Justin. We speculate where it 
will be located and Tyler hopes 
it isn’t higher than he can 
reach.  

As we leave the area, we 
drive along winding streets 
named after famous warriors. 
We eat lunch at the top of a hill 
near a huge monument to the 
crew of the USS Maine. 

The ship was sunk by a mys-
terious explosion in Havana 
Harbor, Cuba, in 1898. Names 
of the crew are etched in stone. 
Tyler enjoys hearing his voice 
echo inside the hollow struc-
ture. A ship’s anchor and guns 
exhibited at the site capture his 
fascination. He checks them 
out before we leave a rose. 

Down the hill, another red 
rose is placed at the monu-
ment to the Space Shuttle 
Challenger, which exploded in 
January 1986, just 73 seconds 
into its 10th mission, killing all 
seven crew members including 
school teacher Christa McAu-
liffe. At the same location, 
two similar monuments honor 
those who lost their lives in the 
October 1980 rescue attempt 
of American hostages in Iran, 
and the February 2003 disinte-
gration of the Columbia Space 
Shuttle during re-entry on its 
28th mission. Another seven 
astronauts perished.
Tomb of the

Across Memorial Drive, we 
visit the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier. I explain they are 
known only to God and why 
they are unknown to us. We 
discuss how sad their families 
must be never knowing what 
happened to their loved one. 

For every minute of every 
day since July 2, 1937, sen-
tinels guard the tombs. They 
are volunteers from Company 
E of the 3rd U.S. Infantry 
Regiment. A 73-ton stone sar-
cophagus holds a World War I 
unknown while crypts contain 
an unknown from World War 
II and Korea. The Vietnam 
crypt is now empty after DNA 
testing determined the remains 
was that of Air Force 1st. Lt. 
Michael Blassie.

We watch the sentinels 
escort participants in wreath 
ceremonies. I explain that on 
Monday the president will 
place a wreath here. We move 
on. 

On Jackson Circle, we stop 
at the Daughters of the Con-
federacy’s monument honoring 
Confederate soldiers. Tyler 
places a rose.

A crowd is gathered around 
the eternal flame of President 
John F. Kennedy’s burial site. 
It sparks many questions from 
my grandson about why Mrs. 
Kennedy wanted the flame and 
why the rain doesn’t snuff it 
out. I imagine the flame rep-
resents “forever remembered,” 
and that it is probably fed by an 
underground gas line. Several 
bystanders are listening. They 
seem satisfied with my answer.   

We leave a rose. 

Alone on the side of the hill, 
three simple white crosses 
mark the resting place of Ken-
nedy brothers Joseph, Robert 
and Edward. Passers-by will 
find a single red rose at each.

Why are they all here? he 
asks. Because the four brothers 
served this country, just like 
his dad.

Section 27 is the oldest sec-
tion of the cemetery and is 
tucked far away on the north 
edge of Arlington. I imagine 

not many people visit this 
section, so we decide to leave 
roses at several graves. This is 
the location of the first military 
burial— Civil War Pvt. Wil-
liam H. Christman of Pennsyl-
vania in May 1864, one month 
prior to its establishment as a 
national cemetery. The head-
stones are much smaller, some 
the size of a 6x6 post, many are 
unmarked. 

The “citizens” graves are 
steps away. They are the former 
residents of Freedman’s Vil-
lage, which was established 
on these grounds in 1863 for 
freed slaves. Each headstone 
is inscribed with the name and 
the word “citizen” beneath. 
There are 3,800 buried here, 
many along a beautiful stone 
wall.  

Section 27 also has four 
medal of honor recipients, 
some 1,500 colored troops 
who fought in the Civil War, 
and two unknown Union sol-
diers—the first of nearly 5,000 
unidentified soldiers buried in 
Arlington. 
The Custis mansion 

At Tyler’s insistence, we stop 
at Arlington House, the home 
of Confederate Gen. Robert 
E. Lee and the homeplace of 
his wife, Mary Custis Lee. 
Lee restored the estate but was 
forced to abandon it when the 
Civil War broke out.

Union soldiers occupied 
the 1,100-acre plantation until 
war’s end. Lee’s son won it 
back legally, but sold it to Con-
gress for $150,000. Some of 
the land became Fort Myers, 
one square mile became the 

cemetery. While Lee is not 
buried here, the house became 
the Robert E. Lee Memorial.

As any 10 year old must do, 
Tyler decides to run up and 
then down the long set of stairs 
to the mansion that overlooks 
rolling hills of marble head-
stones that flow down to the 
nation’s Capitol below. I wait at 
the bottom, watching him. It’s 
a big hill. 

We stop at the James Tanner 
Memorial Amphitheater, which 
is already decked out with large 
flags for Memorial Day. Tanner, 
who is buried nearby, was a 
corporal who lost both legs at 
the Battle of Bull Run but con-
tinued to serve his country as a 
stenographer and was present 
at the death of President Abra-
ham Lincoln to record his final 
moments. Tanner became a 
champion for veterans’ rights.

Arlington National Cemetery: 60 roses honor dad, others who served and died
continued from page A1
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Lancaster County Sher
iff Ronnie Crockett this 
week reported charges against 9 
individuals.
Felonies

Marion D. Brown, 48, of 
Saluda was charged May 12 
with petit larceny, third or sub-
sequent offense (enhanced to a 
felony).
Misdemeanors

A Beans Road man, 38, 
was charged May 13 with two 
counts of misdemeanor proba-
tion violation.

A Fairfax Station woman, 37, 
was charged May 13 with con-
tempt of court.

A Taylors Creek Road man, 
24, was charged May 13 with 
contempt of court.

A Culpeper man, 29, was 
charged May 13 with violation 
of a protective order.

A School Street man, 36, was 
charged May 14 with contempt 
of court.

A Jeffery Avenue man, 30, 
was charged May 14 with viola-
tion of a protective order.

A Kent Store man, 38, was 
charged May 14 with contempt 
of court.

A Summers Lane man, 34, 
was charged May 17 with con-
tempt of a Tazewell County 
court.
Activity report

May 11: Staff responded to 
a possible prowler complaint in 
the 2100 block of White Chapel 
Road, to a child custody/visi-
tation complaint on Sullavans 
Road, to the area of the court-
house on a complaint of an ill 
wild animal, to a suspicious 
persons complaint on Grand 
Villa Drive (realtor showing 
foreclosed home to prospec-
tive buyer), and to assist Nor-
thumberland authorities in 
an attempt to locate a wanted 
person on Chestnut Grove 
Road; received a walk-in com-
plaint of the theft of a firearm 
(owner may have left it out of 
state), and a walk-in complaint 
of a violation of a protec-
tive order (arrest reported on 
May 13); delivered to a Myers 
Creek Road resident a request 
to contact the Connecticut State 
Police concerning a property 
issue; notified Northumberland 
authorities of an animal control 
complaint involving a dog bite; 
and contacted a Morattico Road 
resident at the request of King 
George County authorities 
investigating a traffic crash.

May 12:  Staff received a 
walk-in complaint of a viola-
tion of a protective order (arrest 
reported on May 14), a motor-
ist’s complaint of being cut off 
by another vehicle on South 
Main Street, a Lively area resi-
dent’s complaint of attempted 
telephone fraud (IRS tax scam; 
call originated from 607-562-
8977 with information to call 
360-214-3304), and a walk-
in complaint for a protective 
order; responded with Kilmar-
nock Police Department (KPD) 
to a suspicious person com-
plaint on School Street (sub-
ject was using a cellphone near 
the convalescent center), with 
White Stone Police Department 
(WSPD) to a disturbance call 
on Rappahannock Drive, and to 
a suspicious vehicle complaint 
on James Wharf Road, involv-
ing a young black female wear-
ing a flowered romper and car-
rying a backpack book bag who 
got into a red 4-door sedan (no 
missing child report received by 
LCSO). 

May 13:  Staff responded 
with KPD to the area of Jesse 
duPont Highway to assist 
Northumberland authorities 

The Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers seeks 
information about an inci-
dent May 25 at Thomas 
Boat Landing in Mollusk.

Windows were broken 
out of two vehicles, a 
blue 2013 Dodge Ram 
pickup truck and a grey 
2006 Chevrolet pickup 
truck. The windows were 
broken out and vehicles 
were searched sometime 
between 9 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m. 

Report any information 
regarding persons hang-
ing around in that area to 
Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers at 462-7463.

If your information 
leads to an arrest, you 
could receive a reward up 
to $1,000.

You do not have to give 
your name or appear in 
court. 

proper until approximately 5:15 
p.m. due to a fatality), and to a 
suspicious vehicle complaint on 
Twin Branch Road; received an 
attempted telephone fraud com-
plaint from an Alfonso Road 
resident (IRS scam; call origi-
nated from 206-734-4414), a 
walk-in complaint of violation 
of a protective order (magistrate 
declined to issue criminal war-
rant as the protective order has 
not been served by Culpeper 
authorities),  and a complaint of 
a fight in the 500 block of Lan-
caster Creek Drive; responded 
to a suspicious/drunk bicyclist 
last reported in the 1100 block 
of Irvington Road; and notified 
the owner of horses loose on 
the roadway on Beach Creek 
Road; transferred a cellular 
E911 medical emergency call 
to Middlesex authorities. 

Sheriff’s staff also conducted 
nine traffic stops, issued two 
summonses, assisted 10 motor-
ists, reported a deer strike 
accident, handled two calls for 
traffic control, investigated 14 
building alarms, logged five 
inmate transports and fielded a 
call for animal control service.
Fire calls

Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department established 
two med-evac landing zones 
and responded to a traffic crash 
at Mary Ball and Courthouse 
roads.

White Stone VFD responded 
to a controlled burn-brush fire 
on Cypress Lane, a traffic crash 
in the 2400 block of Weems 
Road and a traffic crash in the 
1500 block of Windmill Point 
Road. 

Kilmarnock VFD responded 
to a farm equipment fire on 
Mt. Olive Road, a vehicle fire 
on Devils Bottom Road and a 
mulch fire on North Main Street 
near Old Fairgrounds Way.

Planning continues for 80th annual carnival

Kilmarnock. Photo by Maggie Somerville

LANCASTER SHERIFF’S REPORT

CRIME 
SOLVERS

responding to a missing adult 
incident, with Virginia State 
Police (VSP) to a two-vehicle 
traffic crash in the 2400 block 
of Weems Road, to a hit-and-
run incident at the courthouse 
(responsible driver went into the 
courts building in an attempt 
to find the owner of the struck 
vehicle, which was gone when 
the responsible driver returned); 
to the Department of Social Ser-
vices for a child protective ser-
vices call, to a juvenile behav-
ioral complaint on Courthouse 
Road, to an overdue motorist/
possible missing person com-
plaint on Otter Drive (subject 
arrived home while deputy was 
taking the initial report), to a 
suspicious vehicle complaint 
on Wilson Lane, to a hit-and-
run incident on Benson Road 
(intoxicated person on a dirt 
bike struck a parked vehicle, 
then fled on foot), to a trespass 
complaint in the 2500 block of 
Merry Point Road, to Steam-
boat Road on the noise vio-
lation complaint involving a 
party on the dock; and notified 
the game warden to contact a 
Queenstown Road resident with 
a complaint about numerous 
geese in a swimming pool. 

May 14: Staff received a 
complaint of a reckless driver 
turning off Mary Ball Road 
onto Courthouse Road (no 
officer in position to attempt to 
intercept), and a walk-in com-
plaint of stalking; responded 
with Emergency Medical Ser-
vices (EMS) to a medical emer-
gency on Doggett Lane (med-
evac involved), to a trespass 
complaint in the 20300 block 
of Mary Ball Road (incident 
involved a dog), with EMS to 
a medical emergency alert call 
on Pinckardsville Road, to a 
suspicious persons complaint 
in the 7800 block of River Road 
(caller gave two males a ride, 
one of whom had a minor facial 
injury; when discharged from 
the vehicle both subjects ran off 
on foot; caller was concerned 
that he/she may have assisted 
the wrong persons), and to a 
White Stone area convenience 
store on a complaint of a person 
begging for beer.

 Staff received 
an identity theft report from 
a Myers Creek Road resident 
(fictitious IRS tax return filed 
by unknown third person using 
the victim’s Social Security 

Number), and a complaint of 
children playing in the highway 
in the 3900 block of Irvington 
Road (under mutual aid agree-
ment, KPD was dispatched due 
to deputies on traffic crash call); 
responded to a motorist’s com-
plaint of a pedestrian interfer-
ing with traffic on Black Stump 
Road, and with VSP to a reck-
less driving complaint involv-
ing a traffic crash in the 1500 
block of Windmill Point Road. 

 Staff received a 
destruction of property report 
from an Ocran Road resi-
dent (fence; $200 damages); 
received a motorist’s report 
of an aggressive driver in the 
area of Chinns Mill, and a 
motorist’s complaint of rocks 
being thrown by the wheels of 
another vehicle damaging the 
windshield of the complain-
ant’s vehicle (civil matter to be 
reported to the complainant’s 
insurance company); responded 
to a noise violation complaint 
on Wesley Terrace, to a motor-
ist’s complaint of a pedestrian 
interfering with traffic on Black 
Stump Road, and with KPD to 
the community hospital regard-
ing a protective order; notified 
the cable company of a downed 
line in the area of Cedar Lane 
(line damaged by commercial 
vehicle), and the USCG Mil-
ford Haven of a boater in dis-
tress near Simonson; checked 
on the well-being of a Pinck-
ardsville Road resident at the 
request of a personal alarm 
monitoring service (no emer-
gency services needed), and 
on the well-being of a Third 
Street resident at the request 
of a personal alarm monitor-
ing company (no emergency 
services needed); discovered 
an unsecured door to a Kilmar-
nock area business during rou-
tine late night building checks 
(no criminal incident involved); 
and attempted to locate in the 
Lively area the driver of a vehi-
cle that was seen driving at an 
extremely low speed and having 
great difficulty exiting the car at 
a local business.

May 17: Staff notified Nor-
thumberland authorities of a 
child neglect complaint on Mt. 
Olive Road; responded to a 
noise violation complaint on 
Bayview Drive, to an assault 
call on Pinckardsville Road, to 
a ‘man down’ call on Chesa-
peake Drive (no emergency 
services needed), to a juvenile 
behavioral complaint on Sage 
Hill Road (juvenile on house 
arrest left the residence; juve-
nile probation officer to be noti-
fied), to a trespass complaint on 
Delta View Drive (subjects fish-
ing refused to leave when non-
owner of the property told them 
they were trespassing), and 
with KPD to an assault/distur-
bance call on Campbell Road; 
received a walk-in complaint 
of destruction of property, an 
assault complaint from a person 
on Rappahannock Drive (com-
plainant advised he/she would 
not prosecute), a walk-in report 
of the theft of a firearm from a 
Devils Bottom Road residence 
(.32 cal. pistol; $200 loss), and 
a complaint from a Shore Drive 
resident of his/her vehicle being 
forced into the ditch by another 
motorist on Morattico Road, 
resulting in damages to the 
complainant’s vehicle. 

May 18: Staff responded to a 
disturbance call in the 300 block 
of Nuttsville Road, with VSP 
to a single-vehicle traffic crash 
at Mary Ball and Courthouse 
roads (roadway closed near 
Mary Ball Road and Whites 
Lane and at the courthouse 
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KILMARNOCK—Police 
Chief Michael S. Bedell has 
made it official. He is seeking 
the office of Sheriff for Lan-
caster County in the November 
3 general election. 

Chief Bedell said he is the 
only candidate with the proven 
experience and skill-set to lead 
the sheriff’s office because he’s 
the only candidate who has 
been doing just that for 26 years 
as Kilmarnock’s chief of police. 

“There are inherent down-
sides of an elected official who 
must learn his job while in 
office,” said Chief Bedell.

Bedell said changes are hap-
pening in the world and in the 
ways law enforcement must 
respond—from identity theft to 
social media, credit card fraud 
and surveillance equipment—
new technologies are offering 
opportunities for criminals to 
invade citizens’ privacy. Lead-
ership and experience will be 
vital for the next sheriff, he said.   

“I bring 26 years of managing 
a police department,” said Chief 
Bedell. “I have practical expe-
rience in administration. I have 
managed a department budget, 
supervised employees and led 
criminal investigations.”

Chief Bedell believes the 
most important part of his job 
is keeping all citizens safe, not 
only in their homes and on the 
street, but from their place of 
business to their personal com-
puter. 

“My responsibility since 
joining the force 29 years ago 
has been to keep Kilmarnock 
a safe place to live and work. 
I believe I can do that for the 
county as well. From a simple 
traffic jam to the most heinous 
crime, the responsibility falls 
on my shoulders. I actively par-
ticipate in all investigations and 

KILMARNOCK—Joan W. 
Gravatt recently announced 
she is a candidate for Lancaster 
school board in District 4.

A lifelong educator, Gravatt 
is a retired school teacher with 
17 years at Lancaster Primary 
School. She is a 45-year resi-
dent of Kilmarnock.  

“I am an advocate for stu-
dents and teachers,” said Gra-
vatt. “I believe in equal oppor-
tunities for every single student 
and have created programs 
that help to expand childrens’ 
minds through hands-on expe-
rience.” 

While teaching third grade, 
Gravatt spearheaded a joint 
venture with the Northern 
Neck Master Gardeners that 
resulted in the after-school pro-
gram Students Using Math and 
Science (SUMS).

LANCASTER—Betty Ann 
Cuffee, 60, of Lancaster died 
in a single-vehicle accident on 
Monday, May 18, near Lan-
caster Courthouse, according to 
Virginia State Police.

VSP first sergeant Jeremy 
Kaplan said Trooper J.P. Hylan 
responded to reports of an acci-
dent with an unresponsive driver 
at about 3 p.m. He found a 1999 

Toyota Camry had driven off the 
left side of the road and struck a 
tree at the intersection of Mary 
Ball and Courthouse roads.

Kaplan said police are 
still investigating the crash 
and interviewing witnesses, 
but believe Cuffee may have 
swerved to avoid a vehicle turn-
ing right into a driveway. Speed 
and alcohol are not considered 
factors. Cuffee was not wearing 
a seatbelt.

Bedell announces candidacy for Lancaster County Sheriff

see them through prosecution 
in court. And I believe in being 
pro-active and warning citizens 
of scammers and others target-
ing our community,”  he said.

Currently, Bedell’s respon-
sibilities also include hiring 
police officers, overseeing 
training certifications and man-
aging the department.

“I have always tried to main-
tain a diversified group of 
people so the entire commu-
nity is well represented,” con-
tinued Bedell. “It takes good 
people—people with integrity, 
people you can trust—to build 
an effective department. My 
officers can work indepen-
dently or come together and 
work as a team and with other 
law enforcement agencies. I’ve 
been successful in maintaining 
an excellent team in Kilmar-
nock and I expect to do that as 
your sheriff.”

One very important com-
ponent of any department is 
understanding the budgeting 
process, he said. 

“I respect that we are oper-
ating on your hard earned tax 

dollars. They are not to be 
wasted or squandered,” he said. 
“I believe in using alternative 
funding sources whenever pos-
sible. I’m well versed in search-
ing out available grant funding 
and am trained in grant writ-
ing. Those skills have saved the 
town thousands of dollars in 
equipment purchases.”  

Chief Bedell began his law 
enforcement career in 1985 with 
the City of Virginia Beach, were 
he received basic police train-
ing. A year later, he took a posi-
tion with the Kilmarnock Police 
Department, serving three years 
as a patrolman before council 
appointed him to the town’s top 
law enforcement position.   

“I’m no stranger to politics 
and the governing process,” he 
said. “I have served under six 
town managers, five mayors 
and more than 30 elected coun-
cil members.”

A graduate of the Virginia 
Forensic Science Academy, 
he’s completed courses in hos-
tage negotiating from the FBI, 
identity theft protection, mental 
health training and is a certi-
fied member of the Crisis Inter-
vention Team as well as many 
other areas of the criminal jus-
tice field. In addition, he is a 
member of the board of direc-
tors of Rappahannock Regional 
Criminal Justice Academy in 
Fredericksburg and is president 
of the board of directors of New 
Horizons Inc. in Kilmarnock.

Gov. Jim Gilmore presented 
him the Commonwealth’s Dis-
tinguished Service Award for 
actions displayed in a 1999 
bank robbery. 

Chief Bedell is running as an 
independent candidate because 
he believes there is no place 
for partisanship in law enforce-
ment. 

“The public’s safety has been 
my primary responsibility in 
Kilmarnock, whether it’s in 
your daily life, at the carnival 
or attending a parade. As your 
sheriff, that responsibility will 
extend to every citizen of Lan-
caster and to every corner of 
this county,” he said. 

Chief Bedell said he will 
bring the proven experience, 
leadership skills, integrity and 
trust that has been a daily part 
of his daily job in Kilmarnock 
for nearly three decades.

“I have many great aspi-
rations for improving the 
Lancaster County Sheriff’s 

Department. With your vote on 
November 3, we can make them 
happen,” he said.

Chief Bedell lives in Kilmar-
nock with his wife, Paige, 
owner and operator of Lady 
Bug Pest Control in Kilmar-
nock, and their children, Adam 
and Elizabeth.

Gravatt to seek seat on school board

Joan W. Gravatt

“Our success in combining 
lessons in math and science 
with life projects like our ABC 
garden gained recognition 

statewide and nationally,” she 
said.

“The Rain Garden features 
additional hands-on experi-
ence in conservation. Children 
learn how to conserve water 
in dry seasons by capturing 
rain,” she said. With funding 
provided by Friends of the 
Rappahannock, the program 
continues today.

“I am excited to see the 
progress being made by our 
district’s new leadership in 
superintendent Steven Parker 
and assistant superintendent 
Dan Russell. With your sup-
port, I will work with school 
board chairman Dr. Robert 
Westbrook to keep our schools 
on the path of forward growth 
and success for Lancaster’s 
children.”

H E AT H S V I L L E — N o r-
thumberland supervisors 
approved a slightly modified 
school budget at a meeting 
Tuesday, May 26.

The board removed $10,000 
from the school system’s fiscal 
year 2016 budget meant to pay 
for a phone system upgrade, 
and added $40,000 into the 
budget to replace the elemen-
tary school gym floor. The total 
school budget for 2016 will be 
$17,071,463.

The board voted 4-1 to 
approve the school budget. 
Vice chair Richard Haynie, Joe 
Self, Jim Long, and Tommy 
Tomlin all voted aye; chairman 
Ronnie Jett voted nay. Jett said 
schools should discuss teacher 

salary increases separately 
from administration salary 
increases.

The board also moved the 
purchase of two new buses 
forward a year. According to 
county administrator Kenny 
Eades, the schools had planned 
to return $352,000 to the 
county in unused funds. Instead 
of waiting for next year’s 
budget to buy the buses, super-
visors unanimously approved 
a transfer of $200,000 from 
instruction to transportation to 
buy new buses with this year’s 
budget. 

The board also approved the 
$3,150 sale of county property 
at the Academic Lane intersec-
tion to the Virginia Department 
of Transportation to make 
room for an extended turn lane.

Northumberland supervisors
shuffle school budget requests,
approve $17.07 million for 2016

by Renss Greene

Lancaster woman dies
in single-vehicle crash

by Renss Greene
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Submit a photo of you and your dad and you
 could win one of three prize packages!

Name: _______________________________ Phone: _______________________

Postal Code: ____________________ Email: ______________________________

Mail to: Rappahannock Record, PO Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA  22482

Rappahannock Record

Father’s Day Look-alike
Photo Contest 2015

To enter: 
out the form below and drop off or mail in. Entries must be submitted/postmarked 
by June 5. 

To vote: Beginning on June 8, go to our Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/RappahannockRecord and “like” your favorite photo. 
Voting ends June 14.

Winners: First Place: Golden Eagle Golf Club package-round of golf for two with 
golf cart rental. Second place: Dunn-Rite Auto Group package-car wash & oil 

John Warley
Author of “A Southern Girl”

MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2015
11 am

RWC Viewpoints Series
presen t spresen t s

RWC Viewpoints Series

Equal Housing Opportunity  © 2015 RWC 804-438-4000 or 800-792-1444   embracelifeatrwc.org   132 Lancaster Drive   Irvington, Virginia 22480 

Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury will host the fourth presentation in its 2015 Viewpoints series on June 1. 

John Warley, a writer from Beaufort, South Carolina, will speak about his recently released novel 

A Southern Girl. His presentation begins at 11:00 a.m. in the auditorium at RWC at 132 Lancaster Drive, Irvington. 

Attendees are invited to remain after the presentation for a complimentary buffet luncheon.  

Reservations are required, as space is limited. To give everyone interested an equal opportunity to reserve  

a seat, those wishing to attend are asked to call 438-4000 on or after May 18 for the June 1 event.  

RWC maintains a waiting list and will honor reservations in the order received.

Antiques fair offers variety
Visitors at the 11th annual Northern Neck Antiques Fair 

Lancaster. Photo by Maggie Somerville

LANCASTER—The Lancaster board of supervisors 
will hold a budget work session tonight, May 28.

The budget session begins at 5 p.m. followed at 7 p.m. by 
the monthly board meeting. The board will meet in the County 
Administration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road.

During the monthly meeting, supervisors will hear presenta-
tions by James Beazley of Dominion Virginia Power regarding 
a transmission line project on the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge. 

Virginia Department of Transportation Northern Neck resi-
dency administrator David Brown will present the Six Year Plan-
Secondary System for public hearing.

Also, supervisors will consider a request from Marilyn McGla-
mary of the county electoral board for a hearing on relocating 
the polling sites for precincts 301, 301 and 401.

Emergency medical services chief Terry McGregor will dis-
cuss replacement of a county-wide emergency communications 
radio system and equipment.

WHITE STONE—The  will hold three public 
hearings Thursday, June 4, at the Town Hall, 433 Rappahannock 
Drive. The meeting will commence at 7 p.m.

Residents may address the proposed fiscal year 2016 budget 
during one public hearing, said town manager Patrick Frere. 
Council will present a $155,375 budget that includes an antici-
pated increase of $5,697 in general fund expenditures. Expenses 
include $46,405 in public safety and patrol and $43,782 in cen-
tral administration. Town council expenses and building and 
external environment costs are also expected to increase in 2016. 

Council also will conduct hearings on two amendments to the 
town’s zoning ordinance, one regarding conditional zoning and 
the other regarding site plan submissions and use and develop-
ment approval. 

Information and documents related to the hearings are avail-
able for review at the town office, said Frere.

Hours are 9 a.m. to noon Mondays through Wednesdays, 2-5 
p.m. Thursdays and 9 a.m. to noon Fridays.

Officers elected
The Lancaster planning commission on May 21 elected 

RICHMOND—The Chesa-
peake Bay Restoration Fund 
Advisory Committee recently 
announced that 52 grants have 
been approved by Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe and the legislative 
money committees.

The grants total $264,461 
from the sales of “Friend of the 
Chesapeake” special license 
plates in 2014.

Friends of the Rappahan-
nock received a grant to enable 
students, teachers and volun-
teers to identify riparian buf-
fers as strategy to improve 
water quality and explain how 
they work to prevent sediment 
and nutrient contamination of 
the Rappahannock River and 
the Chesapeake bay; design an 
action plan to restore buffer; 

plant trees, live stakes and 
other vegetation along 2,000 
linear feet of riparian stream 
habitat, and conduct restora-
tion site monitoring on past 
restoration projects.

The group will use addi-
tional grant funds to construct 
900 cubic feet of oyster reef 
along the southern shore of 
Urbanna Creek.

Advisory committee mem-
bers include Sen. Jeffrey L. 
McWaters of Virginia Beach, 
Del. M. Keith Hodges of 
Urbanna, Del. Margaret B. 
Ransone of Kinsale, Terra 
Pascarosa Duff of Virginia 
Beach, John W. Peterson of 
Burke, Claiborne B. Roberts 
of Sandston and Daniel G. Van 
Clief III of Charlottesville.

Friends of Rappahannock
to receive grant for reef
project on Urbanna Creek

The Agenda
Local Government News
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

DUBLIN, IRELAND—After an absence 
of 25 years, I am back in the Emerald 

Isle, this time with three individuals I did not 
know on previous visits, i.e., my good wife 
and the two B.E.s.  We are staying here on 
Saint Stephen’s Green in the center of Geor-
gian Dublin, after a first night at Merrion 
Square across the street from Oscar Wilde’s 
house.  

In 1984 on one of my previous visits, I had 
the good fortune to see the newly opened 
Casino at Marino. The name implies that the 
place is a gambling den, but it is far from that, 
being the masterpiece of the Scotsman, Sir 
William Chambers, one of the most able Brit-
ish architects of the 18th century.

He built the house for James Caulfield, the 
first Earl of Charlemont, whose larger man-
sion was on the grounds. The term “Casino” 
comes from the Italian, meaning, “little 
house,” a reflection of Caulfield’s nine-year-
long “grand tour” of the Continent, which he 
spent mostly in Italy. The Grand Tour was a 
routine practice for British and Irish aristo-
cratic youth, but Caulfield’s was exceptional 
in its length.

As an adult, he commissioned Chambers to 
design a pleasure house on his grounds where 

he could entertain his friends. The result is this 
jewel box of a structure, which upon approach 
seems to be tiny in its dimensions, but once 
inside, one realizes that appearances indeed 
can be deceiving, as it contains 16 rooms.  

The building is all about symmetry, and the 
plan contains numerous visual deceptions to 
enhance the attendant aura of great wealth and 
power. In the entry hall Chambers looked for 
inspiration to the Pantheon, Rome’s most sig-
nificant completely surviving classical build-
ing. In that vein he prefigured Thomas Jef-
ferson’s inspiration in laying out the Rotunda 
of The University of Virginia, but Chambers 
used a half dome in lieu of a full one.

The magnificent urns on the roof are actu-
ally chimney tops, and the curved glass of the 
windows allowed for privacy inside as onlook-
ers could not see through to the interiors. The 
building is three stories, but on approach it 
seems as if it will be one large room, and not 
encompass the variety that Chambers laid out.

When finished in 1759, the Casino embod-
ied the neo-classical spirit of the time. It 
remained as such for the following genera-
tion, but ultimately was sold, with the grounds 
serving as a Catholic school, and then it fell 
into disrepair. Most of the accompanying land 
was lost, and in the 20th century it faced both 
threats of vandalism and destruction. Fortu-
nately, it came to be saved, under the watch-
ful eye of Austin Dunphy, a pre-eminent Irish 
neo-classical architect, who was determined 
to preserve this monument to Irish heritage.  

He undertook beginning a process that took 
as long to save the Casino as had the actual 
construction over two centuries earlier. The 
project reached its culmination with the open-
ing to the public in July 1984, a month prior 
to my first visit. A mutual friend arranged 
for Austin to give me a tour of what he had 
accomplished, during which he explained that 
he designed simple neo-classical replace-

ments for missing items. As a result where 
mantels were lost, he installed ones that are 
elegantly plain in order not to conflict with the 
overall detail envisaged by Chambers.

On tour this time, we were fortunate to have 
as our guide, Melissa O’Brien, a profound 
scholar of the Irish Georgian period, who is as 
familiar with the Casino as Chambers could 
have been in his own era. In reality, she prob-
ably knows more than Chambers in one area 
because she not only has studied the Casino, 
she has been there. Chambers designed the 
building, accepted by people of his own time 
and now by contemporary architectural histo-
rians as his signature statement, from London 
without ever visiting the site or seeing the 
end product. On it he built his reputation, and 
it remains two and a half centuries later the 
work by which he is remembered most often.   

The Casino is Dublin’s reliquary to its neo-
classical past, and although beyond the City 
Centre, well worthy of the trip to see it. Not 
only is it Sir William Chambers’ legacy, it, 
along with his having been the first Presi-
dent of the Royal Irish Academy and strong 
supporter of Irish identity, also accounts for 
James Caulfield’s abiding place in the history 
of Ireland.

The magnificent urns on the 
roof are actually chimney 
tops, and the curved glass 
of the windows allowed for 
privacy inside as onlookers 
could not see through to the 
interiors.

Focal Point

Dress parade on the Golden Eagle Golf Course pond.

Photo by Les Cashwell

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

150 Years Ago This Month
May 1865: The Grand 
Review of the Armies

On May 10, 1865, after four years 
of civil war with nearly 10,000 battles, 
over 600,000 soldiers dead, 500,000 
wounded, and $5 billion in war cost, 
President Johnson declared the rebel-
lion and armed resistance was virtually 
at an end.

He organized a formal review of fed-
eral soldiers for May 23 and 24 in the 
nation’s capital to commemorate the 
service and sacrifices of the troops. He 
also wanted to lift the mood of the 
populace still mourning the death of 
Abraham Lincoln. 

On May 23, 1865, Gen. Meade’s 
Army of the Potomac marched down 
Pennsylvania Avenue. The next day, 
Gen. Sherman’s Army of the Tennes-
see and Army of Georgia took center 
stage. More than 150,000 soldiers 
paraded through the capital past cheer-
ing and weeping crowds towards a 
reviewing stand in front of the White 
House, where President Johnson, Gen. 
Ulysses S. Grant, senior military lead-
ers, the Cabinet, and leading govern-
ment officials awaited.   

A special dispatch to The New York 

Times describes the scene on May 23:
“The Army of the Potomac has 

passed in review. The first day’s pag-
eant is over, and to the correspondent 
falls the duty of depicting a scene 
almost devoid of incident, save in its 
grand aspiration. Every circumstance 
has combined to make it a complete 
success. The weather has been mag-
nificent; the air, delightfully tempered 
by the rains of the past week, is cool 
and fragrant, and dust is for the time 
subdued.

“Washington has been filled as it 
never was filled before; the hotel-
keepers assert that the pressure upon 
their resources never was so great, and 
thousands of people have been nightly 
turned away to seek a place of rest 
where best they might.

“Though the city is so crowded, it 
is yet gay and jovial with the good 
feeling that prevails, for the occasion 
is one of such grand import and true 
rejoicing, that small vexations sink out 
of sight. With many it is the greatest 
epoch of their lives; with the soldier 
it is the last act in the drama; with the 
nation it is the triumphant exhibition 
of the resources and valor which have 
saved it from disruption and placed it 
first upon earth.

“So the scene of to-day (and that of 
to-morrow) will never be forgotten, 
and he who is privileged to be a wit-
ness will mark it as a white day in the 
calendar, from which to gather hope 
and courage for the future.”

The reporter continues with a 
description of the parade reaching the 
Capitol:

“The entire hillside was literally cov-
ered with children dressed in holiday 
attire. The girls were gaily bedecked 
with ribbons of different colors and 
the lads wore sashes or rosettes of 
similar hue. A number of mottoes, 
printed in large and legible letters, 
were prominently arranged in the 
rear of the groups, and in appropriate 
places were banners and flags of vari-
ous sizes. Before the eye could become 
interested with the details of this 
charming spectacle, the hundreds of 
juvenile voices were heard singing, in 
a highly-artistic style, ‘The Battle-Cry 
of Freedom.’ We soon learned that the 
assembly was composed of the schol-
ars, teachers and trustees of the public 
schools of the city, who had chosen 
this method of welcoming home the 
heroes of the war for the Union.

 “At intervals on the hillside, ever-
green bushes dressed with clusters of 

flowers enhanced the beauty of the 
scene, and the interest was increased 
when several children were observed 
standing ready to bestow upon the 
soldiers these charming boquets [sic]. 
Nearly all the Generals, and many of 
the field officers, were recipients of 
these favors, and the fair lasses were 
not a little elated to see their gifts 
highly prized and carefully preserved 
by those upon whom they bestowed 
them….

 “After passing this point, the side-
walks became densely crowded with 
spectators of both sexes, and every 
available place for overlooking the 
column, such as windows, balconies, 
&c., was filled with ladies. Most of 
these expressed their welcome by 
waiving handkerchiefs, bowing, smil-
ing, and clapping their hands…During 
the entire march along Pennsylvania-
avenue [sic] no unpleasant incident 
occurred to mar the general har-
mony… The day has been memorable 
and enjoyable beyond expectation or 
precedent.”

This article is provided by the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum & Library. 
Sources include the Civil War Trust, 
New York Times, and www.thegrandre-
viewparade.org. 

Civil War Sesquicentennial

YOUR LETTERS

In a recent letter, a local global 
warming bellwether stated that 
he is “90-95%” confident that 
“climate-warming trends over 
the past century are due to human 
activities.”

But why isn’t he 100% cer-
tain? It can only be because there 
are gaps in our knowledge of the 
causes of climate change.

However, in the same letter, 
the bellwether also claimed that 
“The issue is truly closed.” But, if 
it’s truly closed, then we must be 
100% certain about the causes of 
climate change. In this case, there 
are no knowledge gaps.

So, which is it: Uncertain (“90-
95%”) or certain (“truly closed”)? 
Gaps or no gaps? You can’t have 
it both ways.

More importantly, any specific 
probability percentage attributed 
to human-caused global warm-
ing is bogus for the simple reason 
that such a calculation is impos-
sible.

In the case of dice, cards or 
coins, we can mathematically 
calculate probability outcomes 
because we can draw up fre-
quency tables.

However, a frequency table 
for climate is impossible for two 
reasons. First, there are many 
unknown factors affecting cli-
mate. Second, the interactions of 
the known and unknown factors 
are unique and non-repeatable.

If the bellwether disagrees with 
my reasoning, I would insist that 
he tell me what numbers he used 
for his numerator and denomina-
tor in order to calculate his per-
centage (90-95%). I also want to 
know how those numbers were 
derived. My guess is that one or 
both those numbers include many 
unproven assumptions, or “fudge 
factors,” and, therefore, are made 
up numbers. I await his revela-
tion. But I won’t hold my breath.

In sum, when the bellwether 

More hot air claims that the probability of 
human-caused global warming 
is 90-95% (or any other specific 
percent) then we know—for cer-
tain—that he’s blowing hot air.

He should cool down.
Hank Hoover,

White Stone

Several citizens disagreed 
with my assertion that the vast 
majority of credentialed scien-
tists (not “scientists”) have con-
cluded that Earth is warming 
because humankind is rapidly 
burning Earth’s finite reserves of 
fossil fuels. The individual cited, 
Tom Cook, maintains skepti-
calscience.com, a very thorough 
and accurate database of articles 
analyzing the merit of arguments 
put forth by those who oppose 
the mainstream scientific opin-
ion on climate change.

Irrespective of whether Mr. 
Cook’s number is correct that 
“97% of climate experts agree 
humans are causing global 
warming,” all of the world’s 
leading scientific organizations 
have stated that Earth is warming 
and the most likely explanation 
is because of human activities. 
One organization, the American 
Association of Petroleum Geolo-
gists, did not join this consensus 
and maintains a neutral position, 
in itself a telling fact.

One citizen requested the 
name of a reputable climate sci-
entist who denies the consensus. 
Wikipedia can provide a list, 
none of whom are members of 
the National Academy of Sci-
ences. Dr. Fred Singer, emeritus 
professor at the University of 
Virginia is on the list, so I am 
owed a beer. Three years ago I 
would have listed Berkley phys-
ics professor Richard A. Muller, 
who is a much senior scientist. 
But after researching the issue 
he changed his mind and now 
concludes “Humans are almost 
entirely the cause.”

And finally, one person 
objected to my contention 
that in 1968 Earth was warm-
ing. He asserts “average global 
temperature was cooling from 
approximately 1940 to 1975.” I 
had written “measured tempera-
tures [in 1968] were higher than 
at the turn of the century.” Data 
support a temperature increase 
between 1900 and 1968. Vari-
ables like temperature change 
are not linear, and reversals can 
occur. It helps to read carefully 
what is written, do some research 
if needed, and not be too quick to 
accept your own prejudices. 

Dr. Lynton S. Land, 
Ophelia

Calling in
that beer

Recently, I interviewed seven 
students at Lancaster High 
School for awards given by the 
women of Grace Church. This 
was the second year I had done 
this and I want the community 
to know how impressed I was 
with the students and staff.

When I arrived at school, I 
could not open the doors. A 
young man immediately came 
to my rescue. He was incred-
ibly polite, welcomed me to his 
school, and directed me to the 
guidance office. Every student 
with whom I had contact was 
exemplary in their willing-
ness to assist me and was very 
friendly.

The seven students were well 
prepared. I later learned they 
had practiced “the best prac-
tices of interviewing.” They 
were relaxed, maintained eye 
contact, dressed appropriately 
and were very articulate.

Though their grades needed 
to be at least average, the awards 
are not for academics. They are 
based on character, the spirit of 
giving, and their involvement 
in their school, church and 
community. All the girls were 
poised, caring and a real asset 
to our community, their school 
and their families. Choosing the 
finalists was very difficult.

I cannot express how thrilled 
I am to see Lancaster High 
School in this light. I want this 
community to know we have 

Recognize 
students for what
they do right

many wonderful young people 
who need to be praised for what 
they do right, not what they do 
wrong. We need to take time to 
compliment the young people 
we see in our community for 
the positive ways they act, the 
kindness they show to others, 
the appropriateness of their 
dress when warranted, the good 
service they deliver at local 
businesses, and the cheerful 
expressions they may have on 
their faces. They need to know 
we see them, and we care about 
them.

It just might make a differ-
ence in their success at school 
and beyond.

Mary Wilson,
White Stone
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Contributions can be sent to: Bedell for Sheriff

Bon Secours Rappahannock General Hospital is proud to announce 
our recognition by the American Heart Association/American Stroke 
Association for excellence in stroke care. Thanks to our dedicated 
team and their commitment to providing aggressive stroke care to 
everyone in need, we have been awarded Get With The Guidelines 
Silver Plus Award and Target Stroke Honor Roll. We’re honored for the 
recognition, because it means more hugs, more laughs and more life 
moments that you deserve. Bon Secours Rappahannock General 
Hospital, good help for a lifetime of good health.

good help for a lifetime

BON SECOURS RAPPAHANNOCK GENERAL HOSPITAL

To learn more about Bon Secours, visit goodhelpforlife.com

Do you Remember?
The above photo shows the 1933 Kilmarnock High 
School girls “baseball team” when Kilmarnock was a 
private school. The “Junior Seahorses” were said to have 
established a name “that will shine with ever increasing 
luster.” If anyone can help identify the team members, 
call Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn 
at 296-0930. “Do you Remember?” is a community 
service of the museum.

(Reprints from the May 26, 1905, issue of the Virginia Citizen)
Virginia’s Great Shipyard

But a comparatively small portion of the people of Virginia 
seem to be aware of the fact that upon Virginia soil is located the 
largest shipbuilding industry on the Western Hemisphere, if not 
in the world, either private or commercial.

It receives but little notice in the papers, although it is well-
known over all the commercial world; yet at Newport News, on 
Hampton Roads, such a yard is located.

Years ago the late C. P. Huntington, the great railroad mag-
nate, and who first connected the Atlantic and Pacific oceans by 
railroad across the entire continent remarked: “It was my origi-
nal intention to start a shipbuilding plant in the best location in 
the world and I succeeded in my purpose.”

This is accomplished at an outlay of over $15,000,000.
Independent Steamer Line

At a meeting of representative shippers interested in the Rap-
pahannock river, held at the Chamber of Commerce yesterday 
afternoon, it was decided to make a further demand upon the 
Weems Steamship Company to add another boat to its weekly 
schedule between Norfolk and Rappahannock river points, 
making two boats a week instead of one.

In a general way it was clearly demonstrated that sufficient 
business goes from Norfolk to make another boat pay, and in the 
opinion of some, the volume of business would justify two addi-
tional boats being put on the line.

The demand of the Norfolk shippers will be also for a bi-
weekly service that will be continuous.

In the event that the demand is not conceded by the Weem’s 
line, Secretary Lumaden, of the Chamber of Commerce, was 
instructed to open negotiations with one or more independent 
steamship lines with a view of getting the service the Norfolk 
shippers want.

Local shippers will guarantee to any independent line which 
undertakes to run boats to the Rappahannock, a sufficient 
volume of business will be continuous, regardless of any cut the 
Weems Line may make in effort to run the competitor out of 
business.
Millenbeck

Capt. Ben Thomas, of Baltimore, commander of the steamer 
Avalon, of the B. C & A. Co., was the guest of W. H. Warren last 
week.

S. P. Gresham is visiting his daughter, Mrs. Mary Carny, in 
Portsmouth at this writing.

W. H. Warren is having his home painted.
E. T. Schools, E. Lewis and James H. McCarty were in Saluda 

last.
E. J. Carter, formerly of this place, has secured a position with 

the B. C. & A. Steamboat Co..
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary Ball 

Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

YOUR LETTERS

Menhaden fishing has 
become a Virginia treasure 
and a multimillion dollar cor-
poration over the past 100 
years.

On May 6, the Atlantic 
States Marine Fisheries Com-
mission raised the total men-
haden limit by 10%. This is 
exciting news to Omega Pro-
tein who is responsible for 
the majority of the menhaden 
caught each year. 

When I visited Omega 
Protein in Reedville this 
past October, the company 
was voicing concerns on the 
matter because it has not been 
overfishing menhaden. 

In 2012, the law was 
changed, decreasing the total 
limit by 20%. 

This recent step in the right 
direction is exactly what 
Omega Protein deserves, and 
I believe the Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion will continue pressing 
forward on menhaden fishing.
Tazewell Morton Carrington V,

White Stone

Support for the
menhaden industry

The ocean’s chemical cli-
mate is changing as a direct 
result of increased CO2 
inherent in the burning of 
fossil fuel.

Scientists at Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution 
report that this amounts to 
over 30 million tons of CO2 
per day absorbed into the 
ocean which has raised its 
acidity by a compounded 
5% per decade for 100 years 
(“acidity,” not pH which is a 
logarithmic measure of acid-
ity). 

This increased acidity dis-
solves calcium carbonate 
which is the primary constit-
uent of coral and shellfish’s 
shells. This imbalance in the 
ocean’s chemistry, in time, 
will destroy both the world’s 
shellfish and the coral’s abil-
ity to shelter 25% of the 
ocean’s fish species. Both 
are intimate in the oceanic 
food chain on which a large 
fraction of the world’s human 
population depends.

There are numerous 
research projects worldwide 
to determine which oceanic 
species can adapt to the 
increase in acidity if it is not 
too abrupt. If those species 
which perish are key in the 
food chain, then interrup-

Impacts of
ocean’s climate
change are real
and measurable

tions could be severe to cata-
strophic.

It is too early to tell, but 
“overfishing” has resulted 
in the loss of many species 
already, and there is no end 
in sight.

Sam Marshall,
White Stone

The Lancaster County 
Republican Party recently 
announced the results of its 
Mass Meeting held May 19, 
at which it nominated Repub-
lican candidates for five local 
offices.

Chairman Sue Clingan 
reported incumbent Jason D. 
Bellows received the nomi-
nation for District 3 board of 
supervisors, Shawn Donahue 
for District 4 board of super-
visors, incumbent Robert 
Cunningham for Common-
wealth’s Attorney, incumbent 
George E. “Sonny” Thomas 
for Commissioner of the Rev-
enue and Patrick McCranie 
for Sheriff.

“These are our nominees 
for public office in Lancaster 
County,” said Clingan. “The 
Republican Party will provide 
its full support for their can-
didacies.” 

The general election is 
November 3.

Lancaster 
Republicans
nominate 
candidates

Gift Subscriptions

Kilmarnock-Lancaster Co.
Volunteer Rescue Squad

5th Annual
OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, May 30th 

10 am-2 pm
61 Harris Dr., Kilmarnock

 Free Lunch
Demos

Health Screenings
Free Raffles

Life Evac 3 Demo
Lots of Freebies

Satu
rda

y,

May
 30

8am
 - 

4pm

 Septic system aid
Lancaster County resi-

dents living near Greenvale, 
Paynes and Beach creeks are 
invited to a free community 
information session from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. June 6 at Cor-
rottoman Baptist Church, 48 
Ottoman Ferry Road, Otto-
man, to learn how they can 
be reimbursed up to $150 
to have their septic tanks 
pumped out.

There are also funds 
available to repair a limited 
number of septic systems 
in the area and other water 
quality cost-share programs 
available through the North-
ern Neck Soil and Water 
Conservation District.

 Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol 

and Rifle Club will sponsor 
Refuse To Be A Victim, a crime 
prevention and personal safety 
seminar, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
May 30 at Lancaster Com-
munity Library, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

The seminar is open to the 

NEWS BREAK
public with a fee of $35, which 
includes all program materials 
and light refreshments. Pre-
registration is requested. Con-
tact refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-
be-a-victim.aspx, or rprclub.
com.

Find us on Facebook!
RRecord.com
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KILMARNOCK—The Northern Neck Mon-
tessori School on May 22 celebrated Field Day 
and announced its Virginia State Championship 
for the Great American Can RoundUp for 2015, 
the second year in a row. 

Kilmarnock Mayor Mae Umphlett visited the 
school to offer congratulations.

The state prize was $1,000. NNMS also placed 
third in the U.S. for their can recycling efforts. 
Proceeds from the collection and sale of these 
aluminum cans will stay in the community and 
be used to for the school’s programs and class-
room materials, said office manager Emily May. 

The RoundUp embodies the spirit of commu-
nity-industry cooperation, said May.

The school’s recycling efforts brought the 
community together by collecting 1,154 pounds 
of aluminum cans, or some 39,236 cans. This 
alone will run a television for 117,708 hours or 
power a house for 272 days, said May.

As well as the many individuals who regularly 

dropped cans at the Montessori School from all 
over Virginia, several organizations and busi-
nesses served as collection sites including the 
Town of Kilmarnock, Car Wash Café, Entertain-
ment Systems Corporation, Rappahannock West-
minster-Canterbury, Bon Secours Rappahannock 
General Hospital, Lancaster Tavern and Northern 
Neck Insurance.

The Rappahannock Record, Southside Senti-
nel, Bay 101.7 FM, 104.9 WIGO Country helped 
to promote the project.

The Great American Can RoundUp is spon-
sored by the Can Manufacturers Institute, the 
national trade group for the can industry and its 
suppliers. 

In celebration of the 200th anniversary of the 
can, the RoundUp was launched to help schools, 
community groups, Boy and Girl Scouts, 4-H 
Clubs, charities and businesses learn how easy it 
is to turn aluminum beverage cans into cash and 
raise environmental awareness. 

Kilmarnock Mayor Mae Umphlett and an enthusiastic group of students celebrate the 
Northern Neck Montessori School’s success as the Virginia State Champions of the 

Photo by Maggie Somerville

Montessori School places first
in Great American Can RoundUp

R I C H M O N D — D o m i n -
ion Virginia Power urges all 
customers to prepare for the 
upcoming hurricane season. 

The Commonwealth offers 
a sales tax holiday May 25 
through 31 for residents to 
stock their emergency kits with 
supplies. 

“During this time of year, it 
makes sense for everyone to 
have a well-stocked emergency 
preparedness kit,” said senior 
vice president-distribution 
David Rives. “We will work as 
quickly and safely as possible 

to restore power in the wake of 
a hurricane or powerful storm, 
but prolonged power outages 
are possible. Advance prepara-
tion can help ensure our cus-
tomers and their families are 
ready.”

Under the tax holiday, resi-
dents can save money on items 
that will help them prepare for 
potential power outages. Bat-
teries, flashlights, bottled water, 
coolers, tarps, plastic sheeting 
and duct tape will be exempt 
from the state sales tax, along 
with portable generators, chain-

saws and accessories. For a 
complete list, consult vaemer-
gency.gov.

Dominion suggests the kit 
include a three-day supply of 
non-perishable food and water, 
first aid kit, battery-powered 
radio, any necessary medica-
tions, a fully charged cell phone, 
extra clothes and a blanket. 

Dominion reminds custom-
ers to treat all downed lines and 
anything touching them as ener-
gized and dangerous. Be sure 
children know the danger and 
keep pets safe as well.

Before a storm approaches, 
Dominion recommends cus-
tomers update their phone num-
bers on Dominion accounts 
online through “Manage Your 
Account,” or call 800-222-
0401; and to sign up for Domin-
ion text alerts at dom.com. 

Dominion recommends that 
after reporting an outage, cus-
tomers turn off major appli-
ances such as heat pumps, water 
heaters and stoves. Unplug 
other appliances such as TVs, 
stereos, microwaves and com-
puters. Leave one lamp or 

light on so dwelling occupants 
will be able to recognize when 
power is restored.

Dominion also recommends 
that customers follow safe oper-
ating procedures for genera-
tors. Never operate one inside 
the home in an enclosed space, 
including the garage.

Do not hook them directly 
to the electrical system of  the 
home unless done so by a 
licensed and bonded electrical 
contractor. Electricity could 
flow backward onto our power 
lines and endanger repair crews. 

The correct, safe technique is 
to follow the instructions pro-
vided with the generator and 
always use proper-sized exten-
sion cords. 

Additional information is 
available at vaemergency.com.

BLACKSBURG—Virginia Cooperative 
Extension urges residents to plan ahead during 
National Hurricane Preparedness Week, May 
24-30. 

 Hurricanes are one of the most common 
natural disasters in Virginia. In addition to high 
winds, other hazards also follow hurricanes 
including storm surges, heavy rainfall, inland 
flooding and tornadoes.

Hurricane season begins June 1. To help indi-

viduals with planning, the Virginia Department 
of Taxation is having a Hurricane Preparedness 
Sales Tax Holiday May 25 through May 31. 
Many items needed for emergency planning are 
exempt from sales tax including batteries and 
flashlights, bottled water, tarps, first aid kits, 
and portable radios. For a complete list, consult 
vaemergency.gov. 

 “Having an emergency kit which includes 
food and water supplies for at least three days 

is important” said Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion emergency response and preparedness 
coordinator Michael Martin. “It is also impor-
tant to make preparations for taking care of any 
household pets and making plans for sheltering 
in case of evacuation.” 

 Family communication plans are another 
important part of planning for an emergency. 
A written plan indicating where to meet and a 
primary person to contact should be given to 

each family member. In addition, having an 
emergency plan for the elderly and those family 
members with a disability or special medical 
situation must also be considered. 

Martin also suggests that families keep cars 
at least half filled with fuel because, in an emer-
gency, fuel may not be available. 

 For more information on making plans for 
hurricane preparedness, visit vaemergency.gov 
or ext.vt.edu/topics/family/vceden/index.html.

It’s National Hurricane Preparedness Week — tax free emergency supplies offered

Electric utility urges customers to prepare for upcoming hurricane season in Virginia

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Marilyn ext. 11


