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An estimated 300 people gath-
ered in Kilmarnock Saturday 

for a “Celebrating Hometown 
Heroes” preview party outside the 
town hall.

The town invited families of 
veterans to come and see the ban-
ners they purchased before the ban-
ners are hung around Kilmarnock. 
Deputy town manager Susan Cock-
rell said the town had originally 
planned to sell 25 and ended up 
selling 72, with a handful more on a 
waiting list for next year. The mas-
sive response was only curbed when 
Kilmarnock ran out of places to 
hang banners.

“I think it’s the start of something 
really significant for Kilmarnock,” 
said town manager Tom Saunders.

Money from the banners went to 
printing costs, according to Cock-
rell.

Banners will be displayed through 
May 31 for Memorial Day and 
November 9 through 15 for Veterans 
Day on lamp posts throughout the 

town. There are booklets at the town 
hall with more information about 
the banners and the men and women 
honored on them.

Honorees include:
Dr. Salvatore Bavuso, Army Medi-

cal Corps.
Leroy A. Bussells, Army.
Lynn Kelvin Butler, Army.
Charles Dixon Jr., Army.
Franklin Fisher, Army.
Guy, Harold & Danny Franklin, 

Army and Air Force.
A. B. Gravatt, Army.
William J. Graves, Jr., Army.
Eugene S. “Bud” Hudnall, Army.
Kenneth W. Latham, Marine.
Agnes Lee, Army.
James Stanley Lewis, Army.
Fillmore A. McNeal, Air Force.
Albert “Spike” Nunn, Marines.
Melvin Lewis Pitman, Army.
Ted “Doc” Rollings, Navy.
George William Urban Jr., Navy.
Melvin E. Veney, Army.
Don Watrous, Air Force.

H. J. “Chink” Barnes, Army.
Louise W. Barnes, Army.
Henry A. Bedell Jr., Army.
Bill Bellows Jr., Navy.
Dick Bowser, Navy.
Fletcher Brown, Jr., Army.
George W. Bussells, Jr., Army.
Cephus M. Butler, Sr., Army.
Floyd O. Carter, Army.
Mallory Cockrell, Army.
Clarence H. Cook, Army.
J. Emory Currell, Army.
Hovey R. Curry, Marines.
M. Everett Dameron, Navy.
Edward J. Davis Sr., Army.
Charles E. Dixon Sr., Army.
Robert L. Dominick, Marines.
George W. Elbourn, Army.
Tazewell Ellett III, Marines.
Elton J. Forrester, Army.
Roland W. George, Army.
James M. Hamilton, Air Force.
Ernest Lyell Haywood Sr., Army.
Franklin D. Henderson, Army.
Alfred Armstead Hudnall, Army.
Roy M. Hundley, Navy.

James R. Jones, Army.
Wm. Brooks Klucik, Army.
James F. Koca, Army.
Dr. M. B. Lamberth Jr., Army.
Douglas W. Lanford, Army.
Harold Lawyer , Marines.
Foster Edward Lee, Army.
W. Edward Lee, Navy.
Joseph D. Massey, Army.
James P. Mcardle, Army.
Michael Mulholland, Army.
Gerhard A. Nundahl, Navy.
Ralph Page, POW, Air Force.
Norman E. Patterson, Army.
Henry S. Pittman Sr., Army.
Otis R. Polk, Sr., Army.
Garland T. Purcell, Army.
Glenwood Sampson, Army.
Donald V. Smart, Army.
Richard C. Snyder, POW, Air 

Force. 
Charles E. Stoddard Sr., Marines. 
William T. Sutherland, Navy.
Richard Thompson, Army Air 

Corps.
James H. Turner Sr., Army.
James E. Turner, Army.
Wm. Alex Umphlett, Army.
Varley L. Wrick Jr., Army.

KILMARNOCK—For prospective 
candidates planning to seek office in the 
November 3 general election, the filing 
deadline is June 9.

Those seeking county office must 
have established residency and be 
qualified to vote. Potential candidates 
will need to file the Commonwealth’s 
Declaration of Candidacy and a peti-
tion bearing 125 signatures of qualified 
voters.

Statewide, elections will be held for 
all 40 seats in the Virginia Senate and 
100 seats in the House of Delegates.

Constitutional offices up for elec-
tion in Lancaster and Northumberland 
include Commonwealth’s Attorney, 
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Commis-
sioner of the Revenue, Treasurer and 
Sheriff. Voters in both counties also will 
elect two members each to the North-
ern Neck Soil and Water Conservation 
District.

In Lancaster, voters in Districts 2, 3 
and 4 will elect members to the board of 
supervisors and school board. 

In Northumberland, voters in Dis-
tricts 1, 4 and 5 will elect members to 
the board of supervisors and school 
board.

Lancaster voter registrar Susan P. 
Jett on May 18 reported six candi-
dates have had their petitions certified 
for the ballot, including Jan Smith for 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, incumbent 
Diane Mumford for clerk, incumbent 
George “Sonny” Thomas for commis-
sioner, incumbent Bonnie Haynie for 
treasurer, Melvin Howard for sheriff 
and incumbent Ernest Palin for District 
2 supervisor.

Northumberland voter registrar Kath-
erine M. Davenport on May 18 reported 
10 candidates have filed, including 
incumbent Deborah Bingham for clerk, 
incumbent Todd Thomas for commis-
sioner, incumbent Ellen Booker Kirby 
for treasurer, James “Doc” Lyons and 
Peyton Waller for sheriff, Jan Michel 
for District 1 school board, incumbent 
Betty Christopher for District 4 school 
board, incumbent Richard Saxer and 
Gayle H. Sterrett for District 5 school 
board and incumbent Robert G. Van-
Landingham for soil and water conser-
vation discrict.

Candidates can file at elections.vir-
ginia.gov, or contact the voter registrar.

In Lancaster, contact Jett at the 
County Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road. Her phone number is 
462-5277. Her email address is sjett@
lancova.com. Regular office hours 
are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays.

In Northumberland, contact Daven-
port at the Old Courthouse, 72 Monu-
ment Place, Heathsville. Her phone 
number is 580-4655. Her email address 
is kgoddard@co.northumberland.va.us. 
Regular office hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Mondays through Fridays.

Filing deadline
for November 3 
general election
fast approaching

by Robert Mason Jr.

Military veterans listen as their names are called at the preview 
party outside the Kilmarnock town hall Saturday, May 16. Photo by 
Renss Greene

Kilmarnock honors hometown heroes
Paul Graves grabs a picture of Bill Graves Jr. and Ruthie Forrest 
Graves with the Celebrating Hometown Heroes banner. Photo by Renss 
Greene

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmar-
nock town council held the first read-
ing of its proposed fiscal 2016 budget 
to apparent indifference from most of 
the town.

The only public representative was 

former council member Les Spivey, 
who asked about promoting Kilmar-
nock and the area to the rest of the 
world.

“This is actually the third year of a 
very substantial increase in our efforts 
along those lines,” town manager Tom 
Saunders replied.

Overall, the proposed budget is up 
32% from last year to $3,673,686. 
As usual, the general fund subsi-
dizes the sewer department, next year 
with a transfer of $255,383, a 62.7% 
increase from the current year.

The biggest increases in the pro-
posed budget are capital outlay. In 

the general fund, the town plans to 
spend $130,000 with the Timmons 
Group for town tech park engineer-
ing. It also has increased the streets 
and sidewalks budget from $57,171 to 
$75,000 for sidewalk improvements.

Kilmarnock’s $3.6 million budget draft moves forward

by Renss Greene A related slideshow appears at RRecord.com

by Renss Greene

LANCASTER—While real estate tax 
revenue increased this fiscal year, bor-
rowing to pay for much needed capital 
projects and other factors will create 
a major drop in the county’s savings 
account.

County administrator Frank Pleva 
released those findings and more at 
Monday’s work session with supervisors 
on the fiscal year 2015-16 budget.

The unassigned fund balance, 
or county savings account, totaled 
$4,405,474 at the beginning of this fiscal 
year, July 1, 2014. A five cent increase in 
the tax base from $0.50 to $0.55 on every 
$100 of assessed value of real estate 
last year resulted in some $743,000 in 
additional revenue. However, new debt 
service and lower revenues from state 
and federal governments ate into those 
funds and the county savings is expected 
to have dropped to $3,182,816, down 
$1,223,658, when the June 30 figures 
are compiled. 

The working budget figures for the 
fiscal year beginning July 1 contain $1.6 
million in new debt. With the possible 
elimination of $395,000 from the boat 

Supervisors still crunching budget numbers
by Audrey Thomasson

tax, reductions in other revenue sources, 
and a proposed 1.5% salary increase to 
county employees, Pleva predicted the 
fund balance will decrease to $1.2 mil-
lion by June 2016 on estimated revenues 
of $30.8 million.

In order to maintain a good financial 
rating “the fund balance should be 10 to 
15% of revenue,” Pleva told supervisors.

Two department heads were present to 
justify additional spending requests. 

Commonwealth’s Attorney Robert 

Cunningham asked the board for a 
nearly $7,400 salary increase for the 
assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney 
position so that he could purchase a 
house. Currently, that position is bud-
geted at $70,600, about $54,000 less 
than Cunningham is paid. The office’s 
total request is $369,580, an increase of 
$24,378, with $353,509 in salary and 
benefits.

Emergency management services 
chief Terry McGregor said his request 

Top 10 county salaries as requested for 2015-16
 Current Proposed      County portion:

Commonwealth’s Atty. $124,876 $126,749 $  9,576

Clerk of the Circuit Court 104,706 106,277 15,951

County Administrator 104,284 105,848 105,848

Sheriff 92,517 93,905 0 
 

Commissioner of Revenue 82,139 83,371 20,450

Treasurer 81,769 82,996 25,753

Ass’t Commonwealth’s Atty. 70,646 78,000 14,429

Sheriff, Captain 72,056 73,137 14,464

Sheriff, Chief Investigator  61,171 62,089 12,520

Sheriff, Lieutenant 60,221 61,124 11,556

Because the Rappahannock Record 
office will be closed for the Memorial 
Day holiday Monday, May 25, some 
deadlines will be altered for next 
week’s paper.

Display advertisements, normally 
due by 5 p.m. Mon day, should be sub-
mitted Fri day. Ads submitted as a por-
table document format (PDF) will be 
accepted until 10 a.m. Tuesday.

Other deadlines on Tuesday remain 
un changed. Classified advertisements 
and news items are due by noon.

Record to be
closed Monday

for an additional $106,000 reflects 
actual spending. The largest increase, 
$63,000, is for overtime and part-time 
salaries, bringing that total to $163,000, 
plus an additional $37,000 in health 
insurance benefits. The department is 
requesting $958,000 versus $851,884 a 
year ago.

“The school system is doing well,” 
said District 1 supervisor Butch Jenkins. 
“But with the reduction in student popu-
lation, why isn’t the number of buses 
being reduced?”

Jenkins was referring to a school 
request for $179,000 for two new buses 
in the capital improvement budget.

“We’re going to have some adjust-
ments of $10,000 down,” he said of 
department and organization requests.

District 3 supervisor and board chair-
man Jason Bellows noted elimination 
of the boat tax would be an important 
investment in the local economy.

Supervisors will hold their next 
budget work session at 5 p.m. Thursday, 
May 28, prior to the regular monthly 
board meeting at 7 p.m. at the County 
Administration Building, 8311 Mary 
Ball Road Lancaster.  A public hearing 
is tentatively slated for June 18.

Kilmarnock’s, continued on page A2
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HEATHSVILLE—Northum-
berland supervisors seemed of 
two minds on a vote to deed land 
to the Virginia Department of 
Transportation at the intersection 
of Northumberland Highway and 
Academic Lane to make room 
for an extended turn lane.

The board voted narrowly 
to approve the land transfer, 
with Jim Long, Tommy Tomlin 
and Joe Self voting in favor 
and chairman Ronnie Jett and 
vice chairman Richard Haynie 
opposed. Shortly afterward, 
Self moved to reconsider the 
vote at the board’s next regu-
lar meeting, a motion which 
passed unanimously.

The board changed its mind 
over concerns about property 
values. Dale Landman, the last 
property owner who has not 
sold to VDOT for the project, 
accused VDOT of lowballing 
on property price in eminent 
domain cases. Board members 
also worried that transferring 
county land would affect the 
value of the property Landman 
is selling to the state.

VDOT Northern Neck resi-
dency administrator David 
Brown said he would look into 
the issue.

Supervisors take back vote
on land transfer for turn lane

Landowner Dale Landman accused the Virginia 
Department of Transportation of lowballing on price in 
eminent domain cases and has not yet sold his property 
necessary for a turn lane extension at the Academic 
Lane intersection.

by Renss Greene

If the county and private 
property owners do not volun-
tarily sell, the state can forc-
ibly buy the property through 
eminent domain. In moving to 
reconsider the vote, Self said he 
wanted to find out how allowing 
eminent domain proceedings 
would affect property values 
and funding for the project.

The board will reconsider 
the issue at its next regular 
meeting on June 11.

Supervisors also unani-
mously, 5-0, approved a VDOT 
secondary route six-year plan, 
which details several proposed 
improvements. 

Among them are the Aca-
demic Lane intersection turn 
lane, reconstruction of culvert 
pipes under Fleeton Road, 
reconstruction and surfac-
ing of Hope Union Lane, and 
countywide surveying and traf-
fic studies.

H E AT H S V I L L E — N o r-
thumberland supervisors on 
May 14 delayed action on a 
conditional use permit appli-
cation to operate a kennel 
near Lottsburg.

The board put the request 
from McKensey Zaimes on 
hold until the proposal has 
been okayed by the health 
department. Supervisor Joe 
Self also asked her to speak 
with her neighbors, one of 
whom spoke against the 
request at the public hearing.

“It’s an awful small piece of 
ground for what you’re trying 
to do,” Self said. “I’d hate to 
see you spend a lot of money 
not be able to do anything.”

In other business, supervi-
sors unanimously approved 
a request from Ryan Rogers 

and Philip White for a condi-
tional use permit to operate a 
service station at 16694 Nor-
thumberland Highway near 
Burgess.

County administrator 
Kenny Eades reported the 
county had issued two mobile 
home building permits and 
no permits for stick-built 
or modular home in the last 
month.

“This is the first time, I 
think, that I can recall that we 
didn’t have any stick built or 
modular homes permitted in 
a month,” said Eades. “The 
building permits report, num-
berwise, bottom line, is okay, 
but this is going to catch up if 
it continues.”

Eades added that he was 
not aware of any activity for 
building in the next month, 
either.

Northumberland board 
leashes kennel decision

by Renss Greene

Northumberland County Sheriff Chuck Wilkins 
this week reported charges against three individuals.
Felonies

Dale Lamont Bromley, 42, of Heathsville was charged May 
13 on a direct indictment with two counts of distribution of a 
controlled substance. 

Clifton O’Neal Saul, 32, of Lancaster was charged May 15 with 
distribution and possession of a Schedule I or II drug, assault and 
battery of a police officer, failing to stop for law enforcement, 
possession of marijuana, resisting arrest, damaging property and 
driving suspended. He also was charged with a misdemeanor 
failure to appear in Westmoreland County.
Misdemeanor

A White Stone woman, 39, was charged May 17 with driv-
ing under the influence of alcohol, possession of marijuana and 
speeding.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

Supervisors tour new facility
From left, Northumberland supervisor Tommy Tomlin, 
dispatcher Robin McKenney, and supervisor Jim Long 
examine dispatching computers in the new sheriff’s 

during their May 14 meeting. The sheriff’s department 
is now operating from the facility. Photo by Renss Greene

The water department plans 
to spend $15,000 on GPS map-
ping of water meter locations 
and another $15,000 on valve 
replacements. It will also set 
aside $35,000 for a possible 
line replacement on Wiggins 
Avenue.

Meanwhile, the sewer 
department expects to spend 
$5,000 on rain covers at man-
holes and $25,000 on equip-
ment for a remote control and 

monitoring system for the 
Harvey Lane pump station.

The town also included 
$10,000 for a new website after 
learning that Google will begin 
to prioritize mobile-friendly 
websites in its search results.

Vice mayor Rebecca Nunn 
suggested council discuss 
salary increases for town staff 
in June committee meetings 
before the second reading and 
vote on the budget at the June 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock town council on 
May 18 voted unanimously, 
5-0, to move the polling place 
for Kilmarnock elections.

The polling place will be 
relocated from the Kilmarnock 
firehouse on School Street to 
Grace Episcopal Church Parish 
Hall, 303 South Main Street.

The town received no com-
ment on the proposed change 
at the public hearing. 

The change was requested 

HEATSHVILLE—John 
A. Kelley, an elected official 
representing Northumber-
land County on the Northern 
Neck Soil and Water District 
Board, recently announced 
that he will not run for elec-
tion November 3 for a third 
term on the board.

The board is one of 47 
across Virginia and its mis-
sion is to promote soil and 
water conservation and pro-
tection of natural resources. 
It represents Lancaster, Nor-
thumberland, Richmond and 
Westmoreland counties.

Anyone interested in seek-
ing election to the position 
should contact Northumber-
land County general regis-
trar Katherine Goddard, said 
Kelley. Her telephone number 
is 580-4655. 

June 9 is the filing deadline 
for the November election, 
and candidates should not 
wait until the last minute to 
file, he added.

It has been an honor to 
serve the citizens of Nor-
thumberland County during 
his 8 years on the board, said 
Kelley. He has enjoyed repre-
senting all of the people and 
he thanked them for their sup-
port.

Kilmarnock’s $3.6 million budget draft
continued from page A1

council meeting. This is to 
avoid significant changes of 
the budget at that point which 
would require more hearings.

The town will not take action 
on the budget until at least the 
June 15 council meeting.

Council agrees to
relocate polling place

by Renss Greene by the local electoral board 
to bring Kilmarnock polling 
in line with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, said 
town manager Tom Saunders. 
National and state elections are 
already held at Grace Church.

Kelley won’t seek
re-election to soil
and water board
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES

New Shipment

Washington DC interior designer and Northern Neck resident Penne Poole has opened a Pop-Up store in Kilmarnock to liquidate 
personal treasures collected from her travels to Europe, the Far East and other destinations closer to home. Stop by and see one-

Dutch chandelier, exquisite trays and mirrors, tramp mirror, rolls and rolls of designer fabrics, pillows, and so much more.
ALL SALES ARE FINAL. CASH OR CHECKS ACCEPTED. 

PENNE POOLE ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES / 14 NORTH MAIN STREET, KILMARNOCK
THURSDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M

5011 Richmond Road • Warsaw, VA

Open Wednesday - Friday. 10 to 5 p.m.
Saturday 10 to 2 p.m.
Monday & Tuesday by appointment

cindylloydfeatheryournest@gmail.com 

Feather Your Nest 
Cindy Lloyd Design

804-333-6463

Offering the best in trendy, classic & fun!

Hunter Douglas Window Fashions, Draperies, 
Furniture, Area Rugs & Decorative Accessories

In Home Design Consultations 

2015
CANADA & NEW ENGLAND

Oct. 15-24 – Round trip from Baltimore. Stops include
Portland, Bar Harbor, St. John, Halifax & Boston.

SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN & PANAMA CANAL
Nov. 30-Dec. 11 – 11 Day Fall Special - Celebrate Panama 
Canal’s 100th Anniversary. Enjoy shore stops in Costa Rica, 
Aruba, Curacao & Colombia.

2016
March 3-13 – 10 day Voyage - FREE AIR - Cozumel, Cos-
ta Maya, Mayan Ruins of Chacchoben, Belize City, Roatan, 
Key West. $200.00 Per Stateroom Ship Board Credit.

MOTOR COACH TOURS

June 20 – “RIVERSIDE DINNER THEATRE” – “MY WAY” a 
Musical Tribute to Frank Sinatra.

Sept. 14-16 – “AMISHLANDS” – Featuring Sight & Sound’s 
“Joseph”. Tour of the Amish Countryside.

Sept. 23-29– “MACKINAC ISLAND” – Carriage tour of 
island, Tahquamenon Falls, Hydro-jet ferry, Soo Locks din-
ner cruise.

Oct. 3 – “GRAVES MOUNTAIN APPLE FESTIVAL”,  Fun 
Filled Family Day with music, arts & crafts, hay maze, hay-
rides & great food.

Oct. 11-17 – “CAPE COD” – Chatham, Plymouth, Boston, 
Provincetown and Hyannis Harbor Cruise.

Nov. 15-20 – “JACKSONVILLE, ST. AUGUSTINE, & 
SAVANNAH” – Featuring the Holy Land Experience.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

COMING ADVENTURES
CRUISES & TOURS

Wildest Dreams Boutique
Women’s Fashion Clothing

702  Jessie  DuPont  Hwy. • Burgess, VA • 804-453-9453

Corkys Shoe Sale

Friday & Saturday -  May 22 & 23 
Many other sales 

in the store each day starting May 21st   
Closed May 25th 

M O N T RO S S — A l m o s t 
18,000 people were killed in 
terrorist attacks in 2013, a 61% 
increase from 2012, according 
to the 2014 Global Terrorism 
Index report.

Four terrorist groups—the 
Islamic State, Al-Qaeda, the 
Taliban and Boko Haram—
were responsible for two-thirds 
of those deaths around the 
globe.

The study noted that the 
most successful countries in 
combatting and eliminating 
terrorist activities use their 
own police and military forces 
rather than relying on western 
nations.

Most residents of the North-
ern Neck are unaware that 
many of those countries are 
training their forces at a facil-
ity in Montross.

Members of the media 
recently were invited to tour the 
O’Gara Group training facility 
with U.S. Rep. Rob Wittman.

“I was on the board of super-
visors when we decided to put 
up this building,” said Rep.
Wittman. “We had it built and 
marketed as a shell building to 
attract business. It was 25 acres 
of shell...with a gravel floor.”
Why Montross?

What started as an eco-
nomic development gamble 
for Westmoreland County, paid 
off several years later when 
the O’Gara Group moved in 
and outfitted it as a tactical 
combat training center in 2009. 
The company also has tactical 
training facilities in Alton and 
Barksdale, Texas.

Best known for their armored 
car divisions in Cincinnati, 
the O’Gara Group’s Montross 
facility has 45 full-time and 
150 part-time employees.

“In training foreign troops, 
we want them to call on the 
U.S. We want to make sure 
they don’t get radicalized,” 
said senior vice president of 
training services Rob Ford. 
The program provides positive 
experiences and allows them to 
meet and learn about Ameri-
cans.

Montross was chosen for 
a training site because of its 
proximity to Washington, D.C. 
and four international airports. 
It is a 400-acre “full service” 
training ground that provides 
paved and off-road courses, 

O’Gara Group trains security 
forces for worldwide service

Purpose-built structures, like this simulated multi-level “embassy,” support realistic training scenarios for ambush 
attack, moving on streets and parking near buildings.

A trainee suits up for 
disarming an explosive 
device.

From left are Rep. Rob Wittman and O’Gara Group representatives chief explosive 
expert Mark Olson and Rob Ford.

by Audrey Thomasson

firing ranges, indoor and out-
door simulation courses and 
defensive tactical training 
areas including on the water. 

Instructors are former mili-
tary forces personnel who spe-
cialize in urban warfare tactics, 
hostile environment awareness, 
maritime operation, reconnais-
sance and surveillance, basic 
and tactical weapons and pre-
cision rifle and pistol marks-
manship.

After serving in the military, 
Patrick Sulick moved to Lan-
caster to be close to his parents. 
When he started looking for a 

job, county supervisor Wally 
Beauchamp introduced him to 
the O’Gara Group. 

“I’ve been here almost since 
the beginning,” he said. Sulick 
is an instructor.

Laurel Taylor of Mollusk is 
assistant program administra-
tor, who remembers when the 
building had a gravel floor. 

“We did everything, includ-
ing cleaning,” she said of her 
first days on the job.
Global training

Ford said O’Gara’s techni-
cal training expertise extends 
to special operations forces 
and embassy security person-
nel, specifically addressing 
preparedness and response as a 
result of the attack on the U.S. 
Embassy in Benghazi. 

“We train DOD (Department 
of Defense), DOJ (Department 
of Justice) and U.S. Marshals,” 
said Ford. “All of our instruc-
tors must be approved by the 
State Department.”

The company sends instruc-
tors to some 270 U.S. embas-
sies and consulates around the 
world for training and re-certi-
fication of security personnel.

Trainees come from many 
counties, including African 
nations, the Middle East and 
Philippines. Each one must 

be approved by the U.S. State 
Department.

Up to 166 students are 
housed in hotel-style rooms 
in a 75,000-square-foot build-
ing that includes a fitness 
center and weight room. There 
is a dining room with catered 
meals supplied by Angelo’s, a 
Montross restaurant. The res-
taurant has a special crew that 
learns the popular meals of 
the trainees’ home nations and 
cooks them.

Classroom materials are 
all in native languages with 
State Department interpreters 
translating from a booth in the 
classroom. State Department 
personnel are distinguished by 
their red shirts as they escort 
trainees wherever they go on 
or off the grounds. 

“We’re one or two in this 
county for number of employ-
ees. We have one full-time 
medic, but we rely on EMTs 
and medics from Westmo-
reland. We want to be good 
neighbors and let the commu-
nity know what we’re doing,” 
said Ford.  

“The impact this training has 
on national security protects us 
at home and internationally,” 
he said. “We’re fighting terror-
ism all over the world.”

LANCASTER—Lancaster 
County Circuit Court was in 
session May 15. The following 
cases were heard by Judge Harry 
T. Taliaferro III.

Kendra Patrice Brooks of 
Lancaster was arraigned on 38 
counts of felony grand larceny 
and uttering. Judge Taliaferro 
appointed Patrick O’Brien as 
her attorney and tentatively set 
August 10 for a hearing date. 
She remains out on bond.

Echo Mario Landon of 
Warsaw, charged with four 
felony probation violations, was 
sentenced to three months in jail 
and credited with time served.

Hunter Andrew Terry of 
White Stone was granted a 
$2,500 bond in an appeal hear-
ing. A protective order was 
issued against him. 

Raymond Nathen Forshaw of 
Saluda was charged with proba-
tion violation on 18 felonies. A 
trial was continued to August 10.

Allen Conaway of Wicomico 
Church was charged with proba-
tion violation on four felonies. A 
hearing was continued to May 
29 on a request by defense.

LANCASTER COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson Brandon Michael Dunaway of  
Newport News was charged with 
probation violation on one felony 
and two misdemeanors. His case 
was continued to May 29.

Linwood Maurice Neal Jr. 
of Highland Springs is charged 
with manufacture of a controlled 
substance. The case was contin-
ued to May 29 on a motion by 
defense.

Tyrell Maurice Crockett of 
Weems was arraigned on six 
felony charges of distribution of 
Schedule 2 drugs. Judge Talia-
ferro appointed Tom Hughes to 
represent him. He qualified for 
bond. His case was set for trial 
on July 24.

Wallace Evans Rice of Lan-
caster is charged with felony pro-
bation violation. On a defense 
motion, the case was continued 
to May 29.

James Tirrell Thomas of New-
port News was charged with 
felony probation violation. The 
case was continued to May 20 
on a motion by defense.

Vincent O’Neal Noel of Bur-
gess was charged with felony 
stealing. His trial was continued 
to August 10 on a motion by 
defense.

■ Bridge maintenance
 Motorists may encounter brief delays on the Eltham and Lord 

Delaware bridges near the Town of West Point on Thursday, May 21. 
Crews will be inspecting the light poles on the bridges, and perform-
ing routine maintenance as needed.

Traffic on the bridges will be reduced to a single-lane in the mobile 
work zone between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

NEWS BREAK
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May 13 - May 26

MEMORIAL DAY SALE

Rebate savings on select CaféTM, ProfileTM and GE® appliances.

Save Up To

 -$10000

 $299900

$289900

$352600

$62700*

 12 Month
No Interest

N    BLETT, INC.
Keep Warm - Be Cool

 Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Saturday 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

www.noblett.com
17 South Main Street

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

IRVINGTON—Plans to 
add condominium units at the 
Tides Inn brought a mixed 
review at a public hearing 
May 14 at Irvington Baptist 
Church.

The hearing was held to 
consider an amendment to the 
town’s business district ordi-
nance. As proposed, it would 
allow high density housing 
at hotels on properties of 20 
acres or more. 

Before opening the public 
hearing, Mayor Ralph Ran-
sone asked citizens to keep 
their comments to property 
within the town of Irvington 
and to the ordinance.

However, the first speaker, 
George “Snowy” McGeorge, 
complained about the Tide’s 
Lodge property across the 
creek in Weems.

“When you cruise the creek 
and see the Tides Inn, you 
wonder why such an eyesore 

Property owners show interest
in native plants for erosion control

Master Gardener Sue Lindsey on May 8 presented ‘Shoreline Plants for Beach and 
Bank’ at the Lancaster Community Library. Some 40 people attended the presentation. 
“We were very pleased with the attendance: this clearly indicates that waterfront 
homeowners have a real interest in learning about ways to protect their shoreline 
property,” said Lindsey, chairman of the Northern Neck Master Gardeners’ Shoreline 
Evaluation Program. 

KILMARNOCK—River 
Counties Community Founda-
tion, an affiliate of The Com-
munity Foundation Serving 
Richmond and Central Virginia, 
is gearing up for the fifth annual 
Amazing Raise September 16 
and 17. 

A two-day online giving event 
hosted by The Community 
Foundation, the Amazing Raise 
inspires and empowers our com-
munity to raise as much money 
as possible for local nonprofits in 
just 36 hours, said regional grants 
management associate Leslie A. 
Franklin.  

A kickoff event will be held 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. June 2 at 
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden, 
Kelly Education Center, in Rich-
mond, said Franklin. The event 
will include a presentation from 
The Community Foundation’s 
technology partner Kimbia. 

In the May 14 Record, it was 
erroneously reported that a 
Northern Neck Soil and Water 
Conservation District cost 
share program would provide 
reimbursement up to $25,000 
for residents to install and use 
pet waste digester systems.

However, the reimbursement 
is up to $25.

On their recent around the 
world trek, The LeHardys did 
not speak on pro-life issues in 
the talks they gave aboard a 
cruise ship from Australia to 
South Africa in exchange for 
passage. They discussed their 
previous trip around the world 
on their sailboat.

Hearing on proposed condominium
ordinance stirs additional comments

by Audrey Thomasson

Corrections

In an article regarding school 
transportation issues appearing 
in the May 14 Record, Robb 
King was incompletely iden-
tified as a mechanic for Nor-
thumberland schools. King 
also assumed responsibility as 
assistant transportation man-
ager in February.

is considered such an asset,” 
McGeorge said. 

He claimed the Tides does 
not maintain what they own 
now. “How does the town 
address parking, water, 
sewage, speeding? Employ-
ees speed up and down the 
road when their shift ends,” 
he said, noting trucks from 
Ransone’s Nursery are among 
the offenders. He passed out 
pictures of the Tide’s Lodge 
property.

Mayor Ransone reminded 
him to restrict his comments 
to the ordinance and not make 
personal attacks. He noted the 
Tide’s Lodge is not in Irving-
ton and therefore the amend-
ment would not apply there.

Norm Mosher gave high 
marks to Tides Inn manager 
Gordon Slatford for doing a 
good job.

“We appreciate the sup-
port of the town and every-
thing you’ve done,” said Jim 
Bidwell, representative of 
the Enchantment Group, the 
holding company for the inn.

He noted the inn employs 
250 individuals, and the 
expansion will push that 
figure to 275. 

“Our contribution to 
Irvington’s occupancy tax 
eliminates the need for a town 
property tax,” he added.

Carolyn Elliott asked if 
adjacent property owners will 
be protected from looking out 
onto a parking lot or condo-
miniums.

“The protections you have 
are already in place,” said 
town attorney Wes Charlton. 
He said some of those pro-
tections include required set-
backs and greenery between 
structures. “They must 
comply with all state and 
county laws as well. They’ll 
have to submit detailed 
maps,” he said.

“If this is an amendment, 
there’s nothing in here to 
enforce it,” said Jeremy Taylor. 
“Instead of an ordinance, it 
should be a PUD (Planned 
Unit Development).”

“We don’t need to add any 
language to this ordinance. 
B-1 already has enforce-
ment,” Charlton replied.

Concern about condomini-
ums going up at the grounds 
of the Dog and Oyster Vine-
yard was also addressed.

“The vineyard is zoned R-2, 
residential,” said Charlton. 
“To fit this ordinance, there 
would have to be a change in 
zoning to business and they 
must have a hotel” on the site.

“The town has done a good 
job to let the Inn expand and 
protect the town,” said Bruce 
Sanders. He said they have 
the capacity to handle the 
additional sewage and that 
monitoring would fall to the 
state.

“On my side, I hear the 
septic system all the time,” 
said Elliott.

Jimmy Robertson noted 
how well kept the grounds 
look from his house across 
the street. He expressed con-
cern for an alternate vehicle 
access to the grounds. “Lan-
caster Road can’t handle the 
volume,” he said.

Councilman Wayne Nun-
nally thanked the planning 
commission for its work on 
the amendment and the Rev. 
John Farmer for allowing the 
town to use the church facil-
ity for the public hearing.

A second reading and vote 
on the amendment to the 
business ordinance is sched-
uled for 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 28, at the Town Hall, 
235 Steamboat Road. How-
ever, depending upon public 
response, it could be moved 
to Irvington Baptist Church, 
53 King Carter Drive.

As proposed, if and when 
an applicant wants to take 
advantage of the new ordi-
nance, as the Tides Inn does, 
the applicant must apply for 
a conditional use permit with 
the zoning administrator, 
who will take it to council 
for approval, but it will not 
go through a public hearing, 
according to Charlton.

Community Foundation will host 
kickoff event June 2 for Amazing Raise

All organizations interested 
in participating in the Amazing 
Raise this September are invited, 
said Franklin.

Successful strategies and les-
sons learned also will be pre-
sented both from Kimbia and 
peers through a panel presenta-
tion, she said. Throughout the 
morning, topics include “Top 5 

Tips” around social media prac-
tices, effective use of video sto-
rytelling, integrating giving days 
into annual fundraising plans and 
engaging donors after the event.    

To register for the kickoff, 
visit tcfrichmond.org. To partici-
pate in the 2015 Amazing Raise, 
contact Franklin at 438-9414, or 
lfranklinor@tcfrichmond.org.

www.deedavidandco.com

We Design Kitchens, Bathrooms, 

Laundry Rooms, Outdoor Kitchens 

and more!
Call to schedule an in-home consultation

or to visit the Studio in Lottsburg.
–804-724-0829–

riversideonline.com

Now he’s helping people  
right here in our own community.

Board-certified general surgeon Wirt W. Cross, Jr., MD, has 
performed difficult surgeries under equally difficult conditions 
during service in the U.S. Navy. 

Now as he and his family return to the area, he’s bringing his 
capabilities – and his belief that surgery is a calling – to the 
people of the Northern Neck. Dr. Cross could have practiced 
general surgery, including hernia repair, gastrointestinal 
procedures and vascular surgery, just about anywhere.  
He chose to come here. To make an appointment with  
Dr. Cross, please call Riverside Surgical Specialists at  
804-443-6232.

DR. CROSS 
served his country  

all around the world.
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3RD THURSDAY:
Bank. Shop. Dine. 

Keep it local.

The Wild Bunch
Cynthia Naylor

20% off May 21
804-435-1044

18 North Main Stareet
Post Office Box 1492

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
www.thewildbunchflowers.com
cindythewildbunch@yahoo.com

Bay & River
Home Decor

Furniture
Gifts&

804.436.1900
Sandra Hudson           Terry Elbourn

2 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Tervis Tumblers

Best Chairs
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N    BLETT, INC.
Keep Warm - Be Cool

Shop Local Day Special:
20 lb Propane Tank

fill up 
 - 1/2 price -

One tank per customer

Country Cottage
Florist and Gourmet Sweets

Tim & Pam Sawyer
Owners

795 Rappahannock Drive
White Stone, VA 22578

804-435-3812
bowk4u@verizon.net

countrycottagews.com

Mention Shop Local and receive

10% off May 21

W.F. Booth & Son, Inc.

15% off 
regularly priced 

in-stock only, purchase 
through Saturday, May 23

Excludes Company C Rugs

Ladies Apparel
Casual, Cruise 

& Special Occasion
Jewelry & Accessories

Shop Local 
Specials

Supply, LLC
Hardware & Marine Hardware, Pet Food 
& Supplies, Large Greenhouse, Echo 

Power Equipment, Garden Tillers, 
Valspar Paints & Sundries, 

Bird Food, Feeders 
and much more!

469 N. Main St., PO Box 249
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

Hours: 7:30 - 5:30 M-F, 7:30 - 5:00 Sat.

Farm & Home 

SOUTHERN
STATES

SOUTHERN
STATES

Discounts Storewide
May 21!

* Local Delivery

THE SAVINGS YOU WANT ON THE
PRESCRIPTIONS YOU NEED

Ultimate Interiors, inc.

Extra 10% off 
Thursday, May 21

Complete Design Services
Over 30 Years Experience

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

3rd Thursday Special
20% off Storewide

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.
will be closed Memorial Day Weekend 

Friday, May 22  - Monday, May 25. 
Reopening Tuesday, May 26.

GAYLE’S PLACE

GAYLE M. BROWN

OWNER

24. N. MAIN STREET

KILMARNOCK, VA 22482
*10% off through the holiday*

703-304-4003
gbrown9502@verizon.net
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John Warley
Author of “A Southern Girl”

MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2015
11 am

RWC Viewpoints Series
presen t spresen t s

RWC Viewpoints Series

Equal Housing Opportunity  © 2015 RWC 804-438-4000 or 800-792-1444   embracelifeatrwc.org   132 Lancaster Drive   Irvington, Virginia 22480 

Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury will host the fourth presentation in its 2015 Viewpoints series on June 1. 

John Warley, a writer from Beaufort, South Carolina, will speak about his recently released novel 

A Southern Girl. His presentation begins at 11:00 a.m. in the auditorium at RWC at 132 Lancaster Drive, Irvington. 

Attendees are invited to remain after the presentation for a complimentary buffet luncheon.  

Reservations are required, as space is limited. To give everyone interested an equal opportunity to reserve  

a seat, those wishing to attend are asked to call 438-4000 on or after May 18 for the June 1 event.  

RWC maintains a waiting list and will honor reservations in the order received.

21 N. Main St. Kilmarnock 804.435.2100
Mon-Sat 10-5 ComerandCo.com

COMER & CO.
Antiques . Interiors

Period Antiques . Fine Art . China & Crystal
Exquisite Lamps . Lifestyle Books

Scented & Beeswax Candles . European Bath Products

■ Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol 

and Rifle Club will sponsor 
Refuse To Be A Victim, a crime 
prevention and personal safety 
seminar, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
May 30 at Lancaster Commu-
nity Library, 235 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

The seminar is open to the 
public with a fee of $35, which 
includes all program materials 
and light refreshments. Pre-reg-

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Northern Neck Orchestra on May 
9 presented “America the Beau-
tiful” at the Lancaster Middle 
School Theater in Kilmarnock.

Conducted by Guy Hayden, 
the orchestra was accompanied 
by the Children’s Chorus and 
the Chesapeake Chorale, led by 
director Dr. Cheryl Brown Davis.

They performed the world 
premier of “Virginia 1861” as 
a part of the evening’s perfor-
mance. “Virginia 1861” was 
composed by Robert Wendel 
in recognition of the sesqui-
centennial remembrance of 
the War Between the States, 
reported Jo Ann Fickling of the 
Lancaster County 1406 United 

Gurleys present entertaining concert
From left, Macon, Pam and Bill Gurley on May 16 entertained a crowd at Belle Isle 
State Park. The Americana concert marked the second program in the 2015 Music by 
the River series presented by the Friends of Belle Isle. Upcoming concerts will feature 
Ray Pittman and Chris McIntyre on June 13 and 33 East on June 20. Concerts begin 
at 6 p.m. in the picnic area at the park, Belle Isle Road, Lancaster. A $4 parking fee is 
payable at the front gate. Photo by Renss Greene

■ Water quality
meeting slated

Lancaster County resi-
dents living near Greenvale, 
Paynes and Beach creeks are 
invited to a free community 
information session from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. June 6 at Cor-
rottoman Baptist Church, 48 
Ottoman Ferry Road, Otto-
man, to learn how they can 
be reimbursed up to $150 
to have their septic tanks 
pumped out.

There are also funds 
available to repair a limited 
number of septic systems 
in the area and other water 

MONTROSS—George Wash-
ington Birthplace National Mon-
ument continued its Centennial 
series of events with a recent visit 
from Sue McNally, of Sulgrave 
Manor in Northamptonshire, 
England.  Sulgrave is the ances-
tral home of the Washington 
Family.

McNally, the estate’s manager, 
gave a talk at the park about the 
Manor’s history and her experi-
ences.

The Manor is classic Tudor-
style and was constructed in 
the mid-1500s by Washington’s 
five-times great-grandfather, 
said McNally. Although the 
Manor has seen many changes 
over the years, the Washington 
family crest remains over the 
doorway. Today, Sulgrave’s mis-
sion is to preserve the site for the 
public’s benefit and to provide 
educational opportunities about 
the Manor and the Washington 
family.

 A first-time visitor to the U.S., 
McNally said she discovered 
abundant connections between 
America and the Sulgrave story 
during her visit.

“Just to see the Washington 
family crest all around D.C. made 
me really proud,” she said.

From left are Robert Wendel, Dr. Cheryl Brown Davis and Guy Hayden.

‘Virginia 1861’ composer recognized
Daughters of the Confederacy.

Wendel attended the concert 
and was introduced at the end 
of the performance, she said. Dr. 
Davis, who serves as registrar of 
Lancaster County 1406 United 
Daughters of the Confederacy, 
dressed in the colors of Virginia 
and presented Wendel a certifi-
cate of appreciation for his com-
position.

Sulgrave Manor manager 
tours Washington’s birthplace

From left, chief of interpretation Scott Hill welcomes 
Sue McNally to George Washington Birthplace National 
Monument.

 “We are honored to have 
Sue visit us,” said park superin-
tendent Melissa Cobern. “Sul-
grave and The Birthplace have 
a wonderful tradition of friend-
ship that reflects the spirit of the 
larger bond between our two 
countries. We couldn’t be more 
pleased to continue that tradition 

by hosting Sue here at the park.”
“To see a bit of what we talk 

about at Sulgrave, it’s made it 
real, not just a story. It’s very per-
sonal now,” said McNally. “I’m 
going to go home with a passion 
for the story and talk about it 
from the heart. This trip has been 
just brilliant.”

NEWS BREAK
quality cost-share programs 
available through the North-
ern Neck Soil and Water 
Conservation District.

istration is requested. Contact 
refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-be-a-
victim.aspx, or rprclub.com.

■ Team egg hunt
The Lancashire Convales-

cent and Rehabilitation Center 
recently hosted an egg hunt. 
Residents, staff and family 
members participated in this 
annual team event. 

Residents were paired up 
with a staff member or a family 
member as they searched the 
Kilmarnock facility for over 
200 eggs. The winning team 
members won a Subway Gift 
Card. 

The Arbor Day Foundation is offering a tree-care booklet designed 
to help people plant and care for trees.

Anyone can receive Conservation Trees, a user-friendly booklet 
featuring illustrations, photos, and easily understood descriptions, by 
making a $3 donation to the foundation, explained chief executive 
Matt Harris.

The booklet provides details about the right way to plant and prune 
trees. It also includes tips on using shade trees and windbreaks to save 
on energy costs, attract songbirds, and create a living snow fence.

To receive the booklet, send a $3 check with name and address 
to Conservation Trees, Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor Ave., 
Nebraska City, NE 68410, or order at arborday.org/conservationtrees.

Free tree-care booklet available
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Bon Secours Rappahannock General Hospital 

is proud to announce our recognition by the 

American Heart Association/American Stroke 

Association for excellence in stroke care. Thanks 

to our dedicated team and their commitment to 

providing aggressive stroke care to everyone 

in need, we have been awarded Get With The 

Guidelines Silver Plus Award and Target Stroke 

Honor Roll. We’re honored for the recognition, 

because it means more hugs, more laughs and 

more life moments that you deserve. Bon Secours 

Rappahannock General Hospital, good help for a 

lifetime of good health.

good help for a lifetime

BON SECOURS RAPPAHANNOCK GENERAL HOSPITAL

goodhelpforlife.com
To learn more about Bon Secours, visit

ALEXANDRIA—Five vol-
unteer fire departments in Vir-
ginia American Water’s East-
ern District service area each 
received grants of  $400, a 
total of $2,000, to advance fire 
protection and training in their 
communities. 

The grants were provided 
by Virginia American Water, 
the local water utility serving 
Northern Neck communities, 
reported president William R. 
Walsh. Each year, the company 
invites the volunteer fire depart-
ments in its Eastern District to 
submit projects for the grants.

The 2015 grant recipients are 
Callao VFD, Fairfields VFD, 
Westmoreland VFD and Colo-
nial Beach VFD.

Callao VFD will use its grant 
to purchase a laptop computer 
for the numerous training pro-
grams that members attend and 
conduct.

Fairfields VFD will use its 

grant to purchase smoke detec-
tors and 10-year nine-volt bat-
teries for the station’s smoke 
detector program.

Westmoreland VFD will pur-
chase pet oxygen mask kits. 
“We strive to save all lives, 
human and nonhuman,” said 
deputy chief John Pitts.

Oak Grove VFD will pur-
chase lightweight forestry hoses 
to battle wild and woodland 
fires.

Colonial Beach VFD will use 
its grant towards replacing a 
chainsaw for fighting woodland 
fires.

“These local fire departments 
have many pressing and con-
stant needs for equipment to 
perform their critical work in 
fire protection, safety and train-
ing,” said Walsh. “We’re very 
fortunate to be able to support 
our emergency responders, who 
we rely on to protect us in our 
time of need.”

I RV I N G T O N — To w n 
council will meet at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 26, in the Town 
Hall, 235 Steamboat Road, 
Irvington.

Following a work session on 
the fiscal year 2015-16 budget, 
council will hold a second 
reading and vote on amend-
ments to the zoning ordinance, 
allowing condominium addi-
tions to hotels on parcels with 
a minimum of 20 acres.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster planning commis-
sion will meet at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 21, at the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

The commission will elect 
officers and initiate a review of 
the county map in the five-year 
comprehensive plan.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will hold a 
budget work session Tuesday, 
May 26. The board will meet at 
7 a.m. at the Old Courthouse, 72 
Monument Place, Heathsville.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland plan-
ning commission will meet 
Thursday, May 21, at 7 p.m. 
at the Northumberland Courts 
Building, 39 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville.

The commission will review 
Chapter 5 of the comprehen-
sive plan, addressing water 
quality and shoreline protec-
tion.

NEWPORT NEWS—The 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will convene 
at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 26, 
at VMRC Headquarters, 2600 
Washington Avenue, Newport 
News.

The morning session routinely 
covers habitat applications, fol-
lowed by fisheries issues. Public 
hearings will begin at noon.

The hearing docket will 
address several proposals related 
to blue crabs.

The commission proposes:
-

ated with season limits, the daily 
commercial bushel, vessel and 
possessions limits for blue crab, 
as well as revise restrictions on 
the lawful harvesting dates on 
a gear-specific basis. In addi-
tion, staff requests to advertise a 
prohibition against allowing any 
person to act as both a commer-
cial harvester and a buyer on any 
crab fishery trip.

colored sponge crabs as early as 
June 1.

Blue Crab Sanctuary Area 4, but 
only in the portion of that area 
that extends from Cape Henry 
Light southward to Rudee Inlet, 
thence seaward one-half nautical 

season closure to commercial 
and recreational crab harvesting 
in Area 1 and the season closure 
to commercial crab harvesting in 
Area 2 of the Blue Crab Sanctu-
ary.

the commercial winter crab 
dredge fishing season.

Proposed draft regulations can 
be viewed at VMRC Headquar-
ters.

Comments on the proposals 
should be provided to Robert 
L. O’Reilly, VMRC Fisheries 
Management Division, 2600 
Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, 
Newport News, Virginia 23607, 
by noon Monday, May 25. 

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervi-
sors will meet at 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 28, at the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Supervisors will conduct a 
budget work session prior to 
the monthly meeting beginning 
at 7 p.m.

 A public hearing is slated 
on an application for special 
exception. Stephen and Julie 
Perkins request authorization 
to expand a non-conforming 
residence on a 0.484-acre 
parcel. The property is zoned 
residential and is at 514 Whar-
ton Grove Lane in Weems.

The Agenda
Local Government News

From left are Callao VFD chief David Woolard and 
Virginia American Water operations specialist Karen 
Elmore.

Virginia American Water operations specialist Karen 
Elmore. 

Water utility awards 
grants to volunteer 
fire departments
in Northumberland

KILMARNOCK—Northern Neck Soil and Water Conser-
vation District education and public relations manager Faye 
Andrashko on May 14  presented “Why All the Fuss About a 
Bunch of Dust” to members of the Rappahannock Garden Club. 

Andrashko was assisted by staff member Sam Johnson, 
reported publicity team member Jo Manson.

The mission of the conservation district is to promote the 
stewardship of natural resources through leadership, education 
and technical assistance for all resource users and to engender 
trusted relationships with users, said Manson.

Andrashko noted the United Nations General Assembly 
declared 2015 the International Year of Soils which aims to 
increase awareness and understanding of the importance of soil 
for food security and essential ecosystem functions. 

Following the program, results of the horticulture and design 
entries were announced. Carol Shear won best in horticulture 
for ornamental allium. Best in design was awarded to president 
Cathie Elliott for a designer’s choice entry reflecting the theme 
“When Water Meets Land.”

The club meets on the second Thursdays. A field trip is planned 
for June and a design workshop is scheduled for July. 

From left are Faye Andrashko and Sam Johnson.

Garden club members 
are recharged by soil 
conservation efforts

WHY
ADVERTISE?

you’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Sara ext. 13
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

This year the world commemorates the 
800th anniversary of what without exag-

geration one might term the beginning of 
modern times. My reference is to the sign-
ing of the Great Charter, better known by its 
Latin name, the Magna Carta, by King John 
of England at Runnymede. The event marked 
the first curtailment of the English monarch’s 
privileges vis-a-vis the nobility. Magna Carta 
was not a democratic document in the con-
temporary meaning of the term, but rather an 
assertion by the English nobles of their rights, 
which they forced the King to acknowledge.

After Magna Carta, many kings and queens 
violated its provisions, assuming unlicensed 
dictatorial powers and riding roughshod over 
the rights King John had been forced to rec-
ognize, but the document stood, remaining a 
part of British constitutional law, although 
its original privileges have been superceded.

William E. Gladstone, four times Prime 
Minister in the 19th century, remarked 
that the United States Constitution was the 
mightiest document struck by the hand of 
man, comparing our basic law to that of the 
multiplicity of royal decrees, statutes and 
other acts of Parliament, judicial render-

ings, and traditions that compose the totality 
of British constitutional law. His point was 
accurate, for the British have no such similar 
document.

Runnymede remains an important place to 
visit to appreciate the meeting of the mon-
arch and nobles that changed the course of 
English, and later world, history. The site is 
a long meadow at the base of a crest, near 

Windsor Castle, remarkably unaltered from 
King John’s day. Indeed, until the 20th cen-
tury, man had not altered it at all. After World 
War II, the British placed a monument on the 
hill to commemorate the lives of Royal Air 
Force members who had given their all in the 
defense of their homeland and in the defeat 
of Nazism.  

Later, in 1957, the American Bar Associa-
tion held its first meeting in England, during 
the Presidency of Charles Rhyne, a former 
law school classmate of Richard Nixon at 
Duke University.  Rhyne insisted on building 
a ridiculous monument on the site to a con-
cept he coined with the amorphous meaning, 
“Magna Carta, Symbol of Freedom under 
Law.” The structure is both weird and ugly, 
with a blue plastic-looking dome, greatly 
impinging upon the serenity of the meadow.

Six years thereafter, following the assas-
sination of President Kennedy, the British 
government gave an acre of Runnymede to 
the United States as a memorial to him. The 
acre was left alone, except for the erection of 
a stone reminding visitors of the lost leader.

It is simple and not intrusive as the Ameri-
can Bar “memorial” is.

Aside from these incursions, Runnymede 
retains a bucolic setting, which still captures 
the setting as King John and the barons might 
have experienced it. Tour buses pass by, but 
few stop, most visitors being relatives of the 
lost airmen coming to place flowers by the 
inscribed names, having no other graves at 
which to remember their loved ones.

In the 800 years since Magna Carta, 
numerous kings and queens have trampled 
on the rights of British people, which might 
cause some to see the document as not worth 
the parchment on which it was signed by 
King John, but that is a shortsighted view. In 
English law, precedent is an important con-
tributing factor to understanding the com-
plexity of the whole. The precedent set forth 
at Runnymede, without similar happenings 
taking place successfully in France, the Holy 
Roman Empire, Spain or the other European 
states, was a dye marker in the broader course 
of history, documenting that a ruler could not 
do certain things, beginning the assertion that 
people, albeit at that time only barons, have 
rights which even a sovereign must acknowl-
edge. From that reason, one may argue that it 
was the beginning of the modern world.

In the 800 years since Magna 
Carta, numerous kings and 
queens have trampled on 
the rights of British people, 
which might cause some 
to see the document as not 
worth the parchment on 
which it was signed by King 
John, but that is a short-
sighted view.

I’m having trouble with the apostrophe and 
it’s going to take a native, or longtime resi-

dent of the area, with a keen sense of geogra-
phy and nomenclature to help me.

I’ve consulted the definitive resource, 
Place-Names of the Northern Neck of Vir-
ginia, From John Smith’s 1606 Map to the 
Present, by Mary R. Miller.

I’ve also consulted the conclusive resource 
Creek Peek Collection, From the Piankatank 
to the Potomac, drawn, compiled and indexed 
by John C. Wilson, as well as a variety of 
state and local maps and lists.

However, I’m still lost when it comes to the 
names of some places and bodies of water.

Is it Carter Creek, Carter’s Creek, Carters’ 
Creek, or Carters Creek? It’s flowed across 
my desk all kinds of ways. 

According to Place-Names of the Northern 
Neck, the creek, on primary reference, is 
listed as Carter Creek sans the apostrophe. 
But, Miller tells me it also “occurs as Carter’s 
Creek.”

Under a related listing for the post office 
preceding Irvington, it’s Carter’s. For the 
bridge between Irvington and White Stone, 
it’s Carter’s. For the cove, it’s Carter, “also 
Carter’s.”

Accordingly, the cove was apparently 
named for the Carter family and the creek 
was named for John Carter.

The Creek Peek Collection lists Carter 
Cove and Carter Creek.

Likewise, is it Cockrell’s Creek, or Cock-
rell Creek? 

Place-Names says it is Cockrell Creek, 

Cockrell Neck and Cockrell Point. Miller 
tells me the creek is named for the Cockrell 
family. Adding to the confusion, she says 
it appeared “erroneously on an 1863 Coast 
Guard chart as Cockle’s Creek and on Boye’s 
1826 map as Cockerill’s Creek, an earlier 
form of the name.”

The Creek Peek Collection confirms it—
Cockrell Creek.

However, there doesn’t appear to be any 
hard and fast rule. Dameron’s Creek, Dam-
eron’s Field, Dameron’s Marsh all have an 
apostrophe, according to Place-Names. It’s 
Dameron Marsh in Creek Peek Collection.

Place-Names says there is Ball Creek, 
flowing into the Chesapeake Bay at Ball 
Neck in Northumberland County. Two refer-
ences to Ball Point are listed, both in Lan-
caster County, as well as a Balls Branch from 
Alfonso to Balls Millpond north of Litwalton. 

Ball’s Courthouse was an early court-
house on the Corrotoman River in Lancaster 
County. 

There is a Balls Creek in proximity to 
Browns Store and the Great Wicomico River 
in Northumberland County. And there is yet 
another Balls Creek, which may actually be 
a cove, on the Potomac River “east of Coan 
river mouth and Walnut Point.” 

There are also references to two long gone 
Ball’s Mills.

The Creek Peek Collection confirms Ball 
Creek at Ball Neck and Balls Creek flowing 
into the Great Wicomico. 

If not for Wilson, I’d be “up the creek with-
out a paddle.”

Focal Point

Early Bloomer: Spring Quince on the Great Wicomico

Photo by Richard LeBaron

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

A recent letter writer employs 
dubious logic and also appar-
ently misunderstands the issues. 

While we are enjoying a 
warm period, both the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate 
Change, as well as other scien-
tist believers in Anthropogenic 
Global Warming, recognize the 
recent hiatus in global tempera-
ture increase. 

Received signal strength mea-
surements show 18+ years of no 
additional warming, and using 
the mean of all 5 global temper-
ature datasets show 13+ years 
of no further increase. This is 
not even debatable. It appears 
the writer is asking readers to 
believe him rather than their 
own lying eyes.

 That writer also does not 
grasp the implications related 
to the fact that sea level rise 
is now up 400+ feet since the 
last ice age began melting. Sea 
level rise began in earnest long 
before humans could have had 
any impact. Ironically, now 
that we are burning fossil fuels 
the annual sea level rise has 
(relatively speaking) almost 
stopped. It is also ridiculous to 
claim co2 level has anything to 
do with subsidence given there 
is no empirical evidence show-
ing co2 ever had a measurable 
impact on the planet’s climate.

 To repeat, the greenhouse 
effect appears to be an inade-
quate representation of the open 
atmosphere because, unlike in 
the open atmosphere, there is 
no convection from within a 
real greenhouse. In the open 

Still waiting
on evidence

atmosphere satellites detect heat 
escaping to space. We also know 
that co2 ability to impact tem-
perature diminishes quickly as 
its level increases.   

 The earlier warming periods 
during this interglacial, begin-
ning with the Medieval Warm-
ing Period, and going back in 
time from there, have all been as 
warm, likely warmer than now. It 
is well established that our planet 
has experienced such warming 
periods many times before. Our 
current warming (such as it is) 
appears to be well within natural 
climate variation. 

To claim otherwise requires 
evidence.

Denis Ables,
Mollusk

Last week a contributor took 
issue with the consensus find-
ing that 97% of the scientific 
community agrees the climate 
is changing and the changes are 
primarily caused by humans. 
He stated that there “is a 
great amount of scientific evi-
dence……refuting the claim 
that man is causing global 
warming.” 

If there is such evidence it is 
being well hidden. Dr. James 
Powell in 2012 found 24 such 
items in a search of 13,950  
peer-reviewed documents 
covering the period 1991– 
2012. This is similar to the 
results of Dr. Naomi Oreskes 
in 2004. John Cook followed 
up his recent study by con-
tacting 8,400 of the scientists 
directly to verify that he had 
interpreted their papers appro-

Time to take it
to another level

priately. The analyses all show 
that 97% or more of actively 
publishing climate scientists 
agree: Climate-warming trends 
over the past century are very 
likely (90–95%) due to human 
activities. In addition, most of 
the leading scientific organi-
zations in the U.S. and nearly 
200 international organizations 
have issued public statements 
endorsing this position.

The issue is truly closed. The 
scientific community is now 
working on deeper understand-
ings within their respective 
fields of scientific inquiry in 
terms of human-caused climate 
change. Scientists doing cli-
mate research know humans 
are causing global warming. 
There’s no longer a need to 
work on something so obvious. 
Scientists generally focus their 
efforts on questions that are 
still disputed or unanswered 
rather than on matters about 
which everyone agrees.

The same thing needs to 
happen in public discourse—
discussions and effort needs to 
focus on factors such as the rate 
of expected climate changes, 
regional impacts and adapta-
tion and mitigation measures.

Is the government needed or 
can the private sector accom-
modate the coming changes? 
Do we want regulation or can 
the free market work?

It is a risk evaluation prob-
lem. If there is a high percent-
age of an adverse event occur-
ring, the rational person would 
take steps to avoid or miti-
gate the risk.

Gregory T. Haugan, PhD,
Heathsville

Ever wonder why we continue 
to slide deeper into socialism?  

The recent vote on HR2 in 
Congress contains some valu-
able lessons.  This Republican-
sponsored bill is known also as 
the Medicare “Doc Fix.”  I guess 
it was an attempt to get more of 
our money into the healthcare 
system. The vote was over-
whelming—86% of the Repub-
licans backed it and 98% of the 
voting Democrats backed it.

Say that slowly…. backed by 
98%. Just which party offered 
this legislation?

Contained in the bill is a pro-
vision for means-testing. You 
know, the government taking 
your money but then deciding 
you are too rich to receive what 
you thought you were promised. 
Furthermore, doctors will now 
be judged by government panels. 
What could go wrong with that?

Instead of using the market-
place to set prices in the industry, 
this function will once again stay 
the purview of bigger govern-
ment at Medicare central. Influ-
enced by the gravitational pull of 
Obamacare, this bill is now the 
moon to the Obamacare sun.

In Virginia, only Rep. Dave 
Brat voted against this bill. I can 
hear it now—“It wasn’t a good 
bill but it was the best we could 
get.”  No, we could have done a 
lot better.

What is the harm from this 
soft slide to socialism? 

Our government has grown 
so large that it is sucking the 
oxygen from the economy. In 
real terms, the average family 

Sinking further
into socialism

income today is no larger than 
it was in 1966. Our progress has 
been inflation and debt, thanks 
to big government.

Rodger Meredith,
Callao

Summer, winter, spring and 
fall, there is a hat on this wom-
an’s head.

Sixty-some years ago, I 
learned at my mother’s knee 
that a proper lady did not go 
out in public during daylight 
hours without a hat (gloves, 
too).  Once she walked out of 
her door, the hat stayed put 
until six o’clock in the eve-
ning. Only if she was out of the 
public eye, as at work, would 
she dare to shed her hat.

Hats have much to recom-
mend their wearing. “Who’s 
Eileen?” “Oh, she’s the lady in 
the hat!”

My children could always 
find me in a crowd. Nice 
gentlemen in the post office 
lament to me wistfully, “My 
mother always wore a hat!” 
When I smile back at them 
for the compliment, they ask, 
“Why don’t women wear hats 
anymore?” 

My answer is: “Because 
you guys designed automobile 
doors so low a gal can’t grace-
fully manage a brimmed hat 
while seating herself.”

As an officer of the court, I 
remove my hat upon entering 
a courtroom, out of special 
respect. But in church, the hat 
stays on, also out of special 
respect.

I do doff it for the Star 
Spangled Banner. The rest of 

My hat stays on

the time I have the advantage 
of being 10 degrees cooler 
in summer and 10 degrees 
warmer in winter.  Plus a good 
hat cancels any bad hair day.

No gentleman I know would 
ever insist that a lady remove 
her hat indoors.

Eileen N. Wagner,
White Stone

As a Realtor in Lancaster 
County, I am interested in 
reducing or eliminating the 
county boat tax for our resi-
dents.

We are in dire need of “new-
comers” to our community and 
keeping our existing folks from 
taking their boats to nearby 
counties which no longer have 
a boat tax or have never had a 
boat tax.

I believe with eliminating this 
tax we would generate more 
business to our county with 
increased income from shop-
ping, dining and more boats 
coming into our local marinas.

I understand our board of 
supervisors has taken its valu-
able time to explore Hampton, 
Gloucester and other nearby 
counties to understand their 
experience without a boat tax.

Their marinas are full of 
boats, businesses are booming, 
restaurants and shops are busy 
while our marinas are not.

I respectfully request that our 
supervisors take what they have 
seen in outlying counties and 
eliminate the Lancaster County 
boat tax.

Pat Willett,
White Stone

Eliminate
the boat tax
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Pick up a copy this weekend to 
see what’s made it one of the most 

popular visitor’s guides 
on the Northern Neck and 

Middle Peninsula since 1993! 
Packed with information -- where to 

eat, where to stay, entertainment 
listings and a calendar of 

family-friendly events!

Look for 

on stands and in blue boxes now!oon 

Places to go and things  

to do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula

Inside:

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS

WE BUY ANTIQUES
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  

804-435-1207 
www.virginia-antiques.com

Do you Remember?
The 1979 Lancaster High School Lady Devils won the Group A State Softball 
Championship. Team members, from left, are (front row) manager Robin Wright, 
Ann Saunders, Betty Barrack, Martha Fleet, Peggy Jo George, Joyce Thomas, Laura 
Davis, Melinda Lewis and Christie Dawson; (next row) manager Lisa Lewis, Barbara 
Cox, Leticia Howard, Bonnie Boles, Marian Leigh George, Carolyn Thomas, Tammy 
Purcell, Anna Sliakis, Vernice Beale, Shawn Beagle and coach Carol VanLear. “Do you 
Remember?” is a community service of the Kilmarnock Museum.              

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the May 19, 1905, issue of 

the Virginia Citizen)

Some Crop Notes
A car load of strawberries was this week 

shipped from Guiney’s, near Fredericks-
burg, to Fredericksburg, to Pittsburg.

Saturday morning home grown green peas 
sold at 60 cents per peck. Tuesday morn-
ing they sold at 20 cents. They all f illed 
together and are now plentiful.   Strawber-
ries are plentiful at four boxes for 25 cents. 
Some are selling for 5 cents a box.

Fish And Oyster Notes
Blustery weather checked the catch of 

soft crabs this week. The markets were glut-
ted, chiefly from Piankatank, Poqouson and 
the Eastern Shore. Prices are way down. 
The bare-foot boy is in distress.

Sturgeon are making their appearance in 
the rivers. A large “cow” sturgeon is now 
worth from 50 to 75 cents, the roe is valued 
at $1 per pound. In olden times an entire 
f ish could be bought for 50 cents. The roe 
was thrown overboard or used as bait to 
catch other f ish.

White Stone
The people of this section are delighted 

that Rev. G. Y. Bradley, Jr., has declined the 

call to Jerusalem and Farnham churches in 
Richmond County recently extended him. 
They are dear people, but cannot get our 
dear pastor.

Rev. G. Y. Bradley, Jr., J. R. Gresham and 
W. H. George have been elected delegates 
from White Stone Baptist Church to the 
Sunday School convention at Bethany, Nor-
thumberland County, May 27 & 28. 

George Gresham was in Baltimore this 
week.

Kilmarnock
O. W. Hughlett has thrown up his North 

Carolina position and returned here, much 
to the gratif ication of friends. He will 
represent the Penn Mutual Life Insurance 
Company.

Myer Schwartzman was in Baltimore 
this week to bring his family home. His 
little daughter, who was quite sick, has 
improved.

L.L. Yerby & Kesterson, are tearing out, 
repairing and enlarging the annex to their 
store proper.

The Bowling alley is the centre of great 
attraction for youth and old age. Many are 
the hours spent there.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

We have good friends who 
often invite us to their 
home to eat. The problem 
is that the hostess licks 

preparing the meal. This 
makes my husband and me 
a bit ill. What can we do?    

Frightened of Finger 
Licking, Weems   

Dear Frightened, 
Although this is arguably 

more of a health issue than 
a manners issue, what I will 
call Problem Saliva Sharing 
(PSS) does spill over into the 
etiquette arena. I will forego 
the very serious warning 
about spreading germs and 
address the concern of polite-
ness of doing so.

Simply stated, it is dis-
respectful to assume that 
another person wouldn’t 
be upset, even repulsed, by 
the knowledge that we had 
introduced our saliva into 
her food. Consider what 
the response might be if we 
asked, “Do you mind if I mix 
a bit of my saliva into this 
meatloaf I am preparing for 
your dinner?” 

If you feel the subject is 
too personal to discuss with 
your friend, the next time you 
are invited to her home, con-
sider suggesting a foursome 

at a restaurant, where kitchen 
duties can be foregone. If she 
is insistent, you might broach 
the tender subject with a bit 
of apology, saying “ever since 
I was a child, I have been 
squeamish about (PSS). Your 
food is delicious, and I under-
stand a good cook needs to 
taste test her food, but would 
you mind using utensils to do 
it?”  

And while we are on the 
subject of this bodily fluid, 
may I remind us all that it is 
most impolite to lick your 
fingers at the meal table, even 
when the delicious juice of 
a shrimp or piece of fried 
chicken is clinging to our fin-
gers and the urge to lick them 
is gradually becoming uncon-
trollable. Consider the napkin 

whose very reason for being 
is to help you through those 
sticky, juicy moments.

The more I think about 
PSS, the more I believe that 
when a young George Wash-
ington penned his Rules of 
Civility he just forgot to 
include the admonition to 
“Keep thy spittle unto thy 
mouth when in kitchen or at 
table.”

Ginger Philbrick is the 
owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited 
to e-mail your manners ques-
tions to her and she will 
respond as time and space 
allow. You may contact her 
at youarepolite1@verizon.
net and visit her website at 
becauseyouarepolite.com. 
RSVP! 

Because You Are Polite... Let’s Talk Manners
by Ginger Philbrick

The Lancaster County Dem-
ocratic Committee will not 
hold a regular monthly meeting 
during May.

Meetings will resume 
Monday, June 22, at Lancaster 
Community Library, 235 
School Street, Kilmarnock, 
said chairman Bob Prescott. 

The Northumberland County Democratic Committee recently issued a Call to Caucus for the 
purpose of nominating candidates for the November 3 elections.

The caucus will be held Thursday, May 28, at the Northumberland Public Library, 7204 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Heathsville. Doors will open for check-in at 4 p.m. The caucus will begin 
at 6 p.m.

Nominations will be considered for constitutional offices as well as the board of supervisors, 
said chairman Dr. Frank Kober.

Any person wishing to be a candidate for nomination must pre-file a written declaration of 
candidacy with Dr. Frank Kober, chairman, Northumberland County Democratic Party, P.O. Box 
277, Heathsville, VA 22473. The declaration of candidacy must be received by 4 p.m. on May 28. 

Democrats to hold caucus May 28

The U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives voted May 12 to 
overturn a rule proposed by 
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency that would rede-
fine which bodies of water 
and farm activities are sub-
ject to EPA oversight.

H.R. 1732 would force the 
EPA to withdraw its “Waters 
of the U.S.” rule and develop 
a new proposal. It will now 
be considered by the Senate.

The “Waters” rule was 
cause for concern among 
the nation’s farmers because 
it would give the EPA broad 
jurisdiction historically rel-
egated to individual states 
under the Clean Water Act 
over dry land features and 
farming practices.

American Farm Bureau 
Federation president Bob 
Stallman said House mem-
bers “sent a strong, biparti-
san message that the flawed 
‘Waters of the U.S.’ rule is 
unacceptable and should be 
scrapped. Furthermore, it 
was refreshing to see mem-
bers of Congress order regu-
lators back to the drawing 
board with an admonition to 
listen to the very real con-
cerns of people who would 
have their farm fields and 
ditches regulated in the 
same manner as navigable 
streams.”

The AFBF has character-
ized the “Waters” rule as an 
end-run around Congress and 
around U.S. Supreme Court 
decisions, and Stallman said 
it focused more on regulating 
land than on protecting valu-

American Farm Bureau hails
House passage of ‘Waters’ bill

able water resources. 
“Farmers and ranchers 

know all about the impor-
tance of protecting water, 
and they will continue to put 
that belief into practice,” he 
said. “Through cooperative 
conservation measures, we 
have helped cut land erosion 
by more than 50 percent in 
just the last 20 years.”

U.S. farmers also have 
reduced pesticide use and 
today use cutting-edge tech-
nology to apply just the right 
amount of fertilizer at just 
the right time, Stallman said. 

“We look forward to a new 
water rule that recognizes 
the enormous work we have 
done and honors the limits 
authorized by Congress and 
the Supreme Court.”

Lancaster
Democrats
meet next
on June 22

Editor@RappRecord.com
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Shop Local Day is now 
 a monthly celebration.

Every 3rd Thursday. Every month. Starting May 21st.

In this 2011 photo, over a dozen pelicans are gathered near the old ferry pier at White Stone, a favorite gathering 
spot for the birds on the Rappahannock River. Photo courtesy of William Barnhardt 

I was in North Carolina 
the first time I saw a brown 
pelican (Pelecanus occiden-
talis) and was immediately 
taken by this odd bird. 
Brown pelicans may look 
gawky on land, but when 
they take to the skies, they 
fly with elegance.

Browns are the smallest 
pelicans. They range in size 
from 42- to 54-inches long, 
weigh 8 to 10 pounds and 
have a wingspan of 6 to 7 
feet. They are recognized by 
chestnut and white necks, 
white heads, pale yellow 
crowns, brown backs, gray-
ish bills and pouches and 
black legs and feet.

Brown pelicans can 
remain in flight for many 
hours at a time using slow 
powerful wing beats. While 
flying, they draw in their 
head between their shoul-
ders, stretch out their broad 
webbed feet and fly in per-
fect silence. Also strong 
swimmers, young pelicans 
barely able to fly have been 
timed swimming at 3 miles 
per hour.

Pelicans are primarily 
fish eaters, and require up 
to 4 pounds of fish a day. 
They have extremely keen 
eyesight. Flying over water, 
sometimes as high as 70 feet, 
pelicans can spot a single 
fish. Once they see some-
thing tasty, they stop and 
dive, straight as an arrow, 
into the surf — sometimes 
submerging themselves 
completely. Pelicans usually 
come up with a mouthful of 
fish.

Suspended from the lower 
half of a pelican’s long, 
straight bill is a pouch that is 
used as a dip net. The pouch 
holds the pelican’s catch 

Brown pelicans becoming common in Bay area
by Kathy Reshetiloff
Bay Journal News Service

tions on the Atlantic Coast 
and in Alabama and Florida 
recovered to the point that 
the species could be removed 
from the endangered species 
list in that part of its range. 
By 2009, the brown pelican 
had recovered through the 
rest of its range.

Although brown peli-
cans are doing well on the 
Atlantic Coast, threats still 
remain. Disturbance of nest-
ing colonies, birds being 
caught on fish hooks or 
entangled in monofilament 
line, and oil or chemical 
spills still pose a threat to 
this wonderful bird.

All of these potential 
threats are situations that we 
can prevent by protecting 
known colonies during nest-
ing, ensuring that hooks and 
used fishing line are prop-
erly disposed of and through 
laws that reduce the possibil-
ity of spills in Chesapeake 
Bay waters and shorelines.

Kathryn Reshetiloff is with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s Chesapeake Bay 
Field Office in Annapolis. 
Distributed by Bay Journal 
News Service.

until the water — as much as 
3 gallons — is squeezed out. 
The pouch also serves as a 
cooling mechanism, and as 
a feeding trough for young 
pelicans.

Pelicans are social and 
gregarious. Males and 
females, juveniles and 
adults, congregate in large 
flocks for much of the year. 
Brown pelicans nest in colo-
nies mostly on small coastal 
islands, which provide pro-
tection from predators and 
flooding. Like many birds, 
newly hatched pelicans are 
blind, featherless and com-
pletely dependent on their 
parents. They soon develop a 
soft, silky down, followed by 
feathers. Average age at first 
flight is 75 days.

The young are fed with 
great care. Fish are instantly 
swallowed to be disgorged 
later for the young. At first, 
mashed fish is dropped 
into the young pelicans’ 

extended throats; later, 
an entire fish is fed to the 
young; and finally the parent 
birds merely place it on the 
edge of the nest.

Though more common 
in the southeast, brown 
pelicans have been nest-
ing in the lower part of the 
Chesapeake Bay since 1987. 
More recently, pelicans have 
moved northward into the 
mid-Bay portion, on islands 
near the Virginia-Maryland 
border.

Brown pelicans have few 
natural enemies. Their big-
gest threat is people. In the 
late 19th and early 20th 
centuries, pelicans were 
hunted for their feathers. 
After World War I, pelicans 
were hunted because it was 
thought that they were deci-
mating commercial fisheries.

Use of the pesticide DDT 
in the 1940s caused pelican 
populations to plummet. 
DDT, picked up by pelicans 

eating DDT-contaminated 
fish, caused the birds to lay 
eggs with shells so thin they 
broke during incubation.

Several efforts curbed the 
decline of brown pelicans. 
Passage of the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act in 1918 gave 
protection to pelicans and 
other birds from feather col-
lectors. Studies proving that 
pelicans were not harming 
commercial fisheries also 
helped to stop illegal hunt-
ing. In 1970, the brown peli-
can was listed as an endan-
gered species affording them 

more protection. In 1972, the 
use of DDT was banned in 
the U.S.

Together, these actions 
have helped to increase the 
brown pelican population. In 
1985, brown pelican popula-
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