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James Justin & Co. is a success 
story culled from the rich artistic 

talent of the Northern Neck.
That’s the way Justin Burke, the 

band’s frontman, tells it.
“There’s so much here, and a lot 

of it gets unrecognized,” Burke said. 
“But there’s just something about 
this area that, me growing up here, I 
was just immediately thrown into the 
arts, and I’m like many other people 
around here doing the same exact 
thing. There’s so much talent here in 
the Northern Neck, it’s just unreal.”

The band will be opening for Bruce 
Hornsby & the Noisemakers for the 
second time Thursday, May 14, at the 
Lake Matoaka Amphitheatre in Wil-
liamsburg.

The band last played with Bruce 
Hornsby in Wilmington, North Caro-
lina. Beau Gunn, program and music 
director of 98.3 FM WUIN “The Pen-
guin” in Wilmington, suggested James 
Justin & Co. for Hornsby’s opening 
act after the radio station was flooded 
with calls about the band. Gunn said 
that James Justin & Co. was the most-

LANCASTER—After a year of dis-
cussions, supervisors may be gearing 
up to take the plunge and eliminate the 
county’s boat tax.

With counties from Northern Vir-
ginia to Gloucester and Hampton Roads 
eliminating their boat tax, Lancaster is 
feeling squeezed.

The boat tax brings in $395,000 in 
revenue each year. However, marina 
owners argue the tax is bad for the local 
economy because it is driving boaters 
away.

At Monday’s board workshop on the 
fiscal year 2015-16 budget, Commis-
sioner of the Revenue Sonny Thomas 
explained the process to remove the tax.

“You cannot eliminate the tax” 
according to Virginia code, said 
Thomas. The way it was done in other 
counties was by making the tax so low 
that it fails to show in the computerized 
accounting system. 

“If you use a decimal system that 
shows over five zeros to the right of the 
decimal point, the Treasurer’s system 
won’t generate a tax,” he explained. 

In addition, the late filing penalty 

($10 or 10% of the tax) can’t exceed the 
tax bill, so it won’t create a tax penalty, 
said Thomas.

The commissioner reminded super-
visors to keep in mind the tax on boat 
trailers, which he said goes through the 
Department of Motor Vehicles. “Also, 
outboard motors are not listed sepa-
rately but are assessed separately.”

Thomas also asked for guidance on 
how they planned to proceed since his 
department is gearing up for tax levies. 

District 1 supervisor Butch Jenkins 
said they would be breaking two laws if 
they gave Thomas an answer now.

“We can’t set a tax rate before a 
public hearing or take a straw poll on 
tax,” said Jenkins.

During the remainder of the work ses-
sion, board members reviewed depart-
ment, organization and agency budget 
requests and took their first look at the 
proposed capital improvement budget 
for FY2015-16. 

The next budget work session is 
scheduled to immediately follow 
Monday night’s retreat session with Dr. 
Michael Chandler. That session will 
begin at 5 p.m. May 18 and is expected 
to last 90 minutes.

Celebrating Mother’s Day
Belle Isle State Park hosted a tea party May 8 to celebrate Mother’s 
Day. From left, Sandy O’Bier, Destiny Booth, Bradi O’Bier and Virginia 
Booth are entertained by Mary Ball Washington (Jane Hanley) as 
she discusses growing up in Lancaster during Colonial days. The 
event attracted mothers from as far away as Fredericksburg. Photo 
by Audrey Thomasson

Lancaster considers  
how to remove boat tax

by Audrey Thomasson

James Justin & Co. showcases local talent on stage

James Justin & Co. frontman James Justin Burke said he has “the 
best of every world” between his family, the family business and his 
music.

by Renss Greene

inquired-about band on the radio sta-
tion.

“I think what that really says is that 
this was an artist and a sound that 
really pulled a lot of people in,” Gunn 
said.

The band’s success is built on its 
members’ love for music and chem-
istry together. The instrumentation 
is minimal—Burke on guitar, Bailey 
Horsely on banjo, and Tom Propst 
on standup bass—but the sound is 

lush and alive. They sing in three-part 
harmony in concert and on the band’s 
well-received third studio album, 
“Places.”

“That’s what really sets us apart, is 
our ability to harmonize vocally, and 
perform,” Burke said. “We’re per-
formers first, and we love to get the 
people on their feet.”

Burke and Horsely are childhood 
friends, learning and playing music 
together growing up in the Northern 
Neck. When they went to college, 
they took their experience with them, 
each starting new bands.

“I was taught by Glen Burtner and 
Robbie Spiers in the Lancaster school 
system,” Burke said. “It took it to a 
level of sophistication. And then I 
took all of those things to college.”

While in college, they played pro-
fessionally for the first time, earning 
money from gigs while in school, then 
taking their music on the road after 
graduation. Burke played in a fusion 
rock band called The Mother Funkers, 
and Horsely in a bluegrass band called 
Pickin’ Buds. The two would go to 
each other’s shows, and eventually 
decided to reunite.

“I was like hey, you know, let’s join 
forces,” Burke said. “Secretly it was 
like, stop what you’re doing, I’ll stop 
what I’m doing, let’s get together. It 
was cool.”

Horsely brought along Richmond 
resident Tom Propst from his band, 
and James Justin & Co. was born.

The trio put in work, clocking more 
than 20,000 miles in touring from Vir-
ginia to Colorado in one year.

Never a band to rest on their laurels, 
the three have also joined with guitar-
ist Brock Butler to start a new band, 
Weather and Waves, and possibly an 
entirely new genre of music.

“We think we’ve formed a new 
genre called trance-grass,” Burke said.

Weather and Waves has shows 
planned all summer, including at 
Dominion Riverrock in Richmond on 
Friday, May 15.

And Burke always comes home to 
his family and his family business, 
Burke’s Fine Jewelers in Kilmarnock.

“I couldn’t be happier at the store, 
and I’m able to do the music,” he 
said. “I’ve got the best of every world. 
That’s the deal. Family, business, 
music—can’t beat it.”

‘We Love Small Business’ commercial shoots in Kilmarnock

Neck Burger Co. The restaurant was the grand prize winner in a recent “We Love Small Business” 
promotional contest sponsored by EVB and NBC12, said restaurant co-owner Jay Wolfson. Above,
LHS band members, Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department representatives, family, friends and 

customers turned out to be 
in the commercial. From left 
in the foreground, with their 
hands in the air, are Duke, 
Diana, Rock and Jay Wolfson. 
The prize included a multi-
platform advertising package, 
he said. The commercial was 

Main Street, where Wolfson 
presented Kilmarnock Mayor 
Mae Umphlett a burger (left 
photo). From left are NBC12 
commercial producer/director 
Victor Nash,   Mayor Umphlett 
and Wolfson. The commercial 
could begin airing May 18 and 

weeks, Wolfson said. Photos by 
Robert Mason Jr.

School administrators plan to save $80,000 
by transporting all grades on the same buses

by Renss Greene

LOTTSBURG—Northumberland 
schools expect to save more than 
$80,000 by transporting all grade 
levels on the same buses next year, 

according to information prepared by 
mechanic Robb King and presented 
at the school board meeting Monday, 
May 11.

In an email to the school board, King 
said he came up with an estimated 

$80,898.26 in savings by calculating 
the difference in cost based on this 
year’s cost per mile and the number 
of miles the transportation department 

Busing, continued on page A2
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RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

Take a peek into the illustrious career of one of today’s most prolific photographers, 
Annie Leibovitz. The film directed by her sister, Barbara Leibovitz, depicts the various 
phases that shaped her life while tracing her photographic life producing some of 
today’s most recognizable and iconic photos.

Annie Leibovitz: 
Life Through a Lens

Art Talks Monday
May 18, 1pm

WHITE STONE—Council 
got a first look last Thursday at 
the town’s proposed fiscal year 
2016 budget of $155,375, which 
included a mere $550 increase. 

Town manager Patrick Frere 
presented council the projected 
expenditures for the upcoming 
year, explaining that although 
three of the four big ticket items 
have increased, public safety 
expenses have decreased as well 
as projected expenses for capital 
improvements. 

Town council expenses, 
including donations and advertis-
ing, increased by $2,000. Addi-
tionally, building and external 
environment expenses, including 
town hall operational expenses, 
increased by $1,220. Public 
safety, which is typically the 
town’s greatest expense at nearly 
$50,000, decreased by $1,725. 
The decrease represents a savings 
in vehicle expenses including a 
$750 fuel savings and an antici-
pated $1,500 savings in vehicle 
repair and maintenance. Some 
$350 was added to the budget for 
a body microphone and camera 
for Police Chief Cliff Dawson 
and another $450 was added for 
police academy fees. 

Central administration 
expenses reflected an almost 
$2,500 increase in town manager 
payroll expenses and $1,250 for 
computer equipment. However, 
the budget projected a decrease 
in capital improvement contribu-
tions of $5,147 — from $13,874 
in 2015 to a proposed $8,727 in 
2016. 

Council directed Frere to 
advertise the budget for public 
hearing at its June 4 meeting. 

Frere also reported on the 
town’s automobile tag sales. 
Since beginning sales in April, 
the town has collected $6,005, 
representing nearly 75% of the 
total vehicles registered in town, 
he said. 

“We’re right on target, if not a 
little bit ahead of last year at this 
time,” said Frere. 

Block grant
During an update on the town’s 

Community Development Block 
Grant application, Frere asked 
council to schedule another man-
agement team meeting for Tues-
day, May 26, at 5:30 p.m. in the 
town office at 433 Rappahannock 
Drive. 

He said the preliminary engi-
neering review report has been 
submitted to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture for approval 
and an environmental review has 
begun. A similar environmental 
review must also be submitted to 
the Department of Environmen-
tal Quality by July. 

The town submitted a block 
grant application to the state in 
March which would allow for 
housing rehabilitation in its first 
phase and commercial rehab in 
its second. Frere and council have 
been working with members of 
the Northern Neck Planning Dis-
trict Commission for about six 
months on the application pro-
cess. 

Other business
Council voted unanimously, 

6-0, to allow Bailey Elbourn to 
remove the fencing and asphalt 
on the town’s old tennis courts 
behind the firehouse as part of 
an Eagle Scout service project. 
Elbourn is a member of Troop 
242 in Kilmarnock and lives in 
White Stone. He told council the 
project should get under way by 
September.

Voting to approve the proj-
ect were council members 
Irving Brittingham, Joe Sliakis, 
Will Hubbard, Blair Kenyon, 
Kelli Blankenship and Jennifer 
Hodges. David Jones was absent. 

Council also voted, 6-0, to pur-
chase signs by Creative DeSigns 
to place in front of the town 
office commemorating the 300th 
anniversary of the settlement of 
White Stone. 

Ward and Judy LeHardy have returned from their third 
global circumnavigation.

The couple set out in February to circle the globe in less 
than 80 days as cheaply as possible. They came back 72 days 
later full of fresh adventure stories.

The LeHardys took the trip to spread their pro-life message 
around the world, as well as back in the U.S.

“Ward would chat up anybody sitting next to him on a 
plane, or a train, or a bus,” said Judy.

The couple said their trip generated a lot of buzz abroad and 
at home through their blog. “Did the message about 
our purpose get out?” Ward said. “We believe it did.”

And as with any travel, the trip was eye-opening for the 
LeHardys, too.

“Where there was resistance, we learned why,” Ward said. 
“It’s because, let’s say, in Australia, a drug addict woman was 
pregnant. No money, unable to care for a child, so she had an 
abortion. They explain the logic. Not that we agree with that, 
but at least you understand why there was resistance.”

The couple took space-available seats on military flights, 
a privilege afforded Ward, a retired U.S. Army brigadier gen-
eral, and paid their way on a cruise from Australia to South 
Africa by giving talks on board. Between the two of them, 
they estimate they spent $3,848 on travel expenses.

Along the way, they saw everything from the opulence 
of Dubai to a two-hour trip down a dirt road to a school in 
Uganda.

“We wanted to show that even if you’re 80 years old, and 
77, if you have faith—which we do—and if you’re fit—we 
are—you can do anything that God asks you to do,” said 
Ward.

The LeHardys are available to give 20-minute presenta-
tions about their trip around the world. They can be reached at 
wardjudy56@hotmail.com or 436-8904.

WHITE STONE—Domin-
ion Power announced last 
week that it has applied for 
a permit from the Virginia 

LeHardys circle globe a
third time on a shoestring

From left, Ward and Judy LeHardy relax at their home 
near Kilmarnock, following their world tour to spread a 
pro-life message.

by Renss Greene

I RV I N G T O N — To w n 
council will discuss a change 
in the voting site for town elec-
tions at 7:30 p.m. tonight, May 
14, at Town Hall, 235 Steam-
boat Road, Irvington.

Members also will consider 
an amendment to the busi-
ness building ordinance (B-1) 
that would allow high density 
building on parcels over 20 
acres.

 A closed session will be 
held on acquisition of property 
and contracts.

HEATHSVILLE—Nor-
thumberland supervi-
sors will meet at 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 14, at the Courts 
Building, 39 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville.

Public hearings are slated 
on:

Transportation six-year sec-
ondary road plan.

Rogers and Philip White to 
operate a service station at 
16694 Northumberland High-
way near Burgess.

Zaimes to operate a commer-
cial kennel at 1906 Walmsley 
Road near Lottsburg. 

White Stone sets
$155,375 budget
for public hearing

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Dominion Power seeks to replace aging
transmission line across Rappahannock

by Larry Chowning Marine Resources Commis-
sion (VMRC) and U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to install 
new power transmission lines 
and pilings across the Rappah-
annock River 100 feet east of 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge between Topping 
and White Stone.  

Representatives from the 
firm explained the project 
during the May 5 meeting of 
Middlesex County supervi-
sors. 

The request calls for 
rebuilding two miles of line 
across the Rappahannock. 
The company would remove 
the existing seven wood 
structures currently in the 
water, and remove the 14 
attachments on the bridge.

The lines will be upgraded 
and placed on 11 new 120-
foot- to 190-foot-high steel 
structures with concrete 
foundations in the water east 
of the bridge. 

Project supervisor Wes 
Keck said Dominion Power 

needs to replace the aging 
infrastructure on the bridge 
that has been in place since 
1962 and has reached its 
“end-of-life.”

Keck noted the project will 
increase reliability and oper-
ation efficiencies by upgrad-
ing and relocating the line. 
The rebuild also will bring 
the line up to current stan-
dards, and clearances will 
reduce vulnerabilities of an 
aging line, lessening the risk 
of outages.

“This transmission line 
provides critical electric 
power to the lower end of the 
Northern Neck peninsula, 
which includes 19,000 cus-
tomers of Dominion Power 
and electric co-op custom-
ers,” said Keck.

The application is expected 
to be approved in the fall 
of 2015 and construction-
related activities will begin. 
The VMRC has not yet 
scheduled a hearing on the 
request.

The public is invited to send 
comments/inquiries on this 
proposed project by May 22 
to: Marine Resources Com-
mission, Habitat Management 
Division, 2600 Washington 
Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport 
News, VA 23607.

The Agenda
Local Government News

expects to cut next year. Prelim-
inary estimates project saving 
227 miles per day at $2.06 per 
mile across 173 school days.

Superintendent Dr. Rebecca 
Gates said the mileage cut 
comes from eliminating over-
lapping routes of buses carry-
ing elementary students and 
buses carrying middle and high 
school students.

Schools also expect aver-
age pick-up time to move from 
6:20 a.m. to 6:40 a.m. and aver-
age drop off time to move from 
4:30 p.m. to 4:10 p.m., cutting 
40 minutes out altogether.

The school will run one fewer 
bus, and use the money saved 
by not replacing a retiring bus 
driver to purchase software 
meant to optimize bus routes.

Gates repeated her defense of 
combining all grade levels on 
buses from earlier meetings.

“Right now we have three 
buses that already do that, and 
to be honest, we don’t get a lot 
of office referrals or bus refer-
rals, because it’s like the high 
school kids take care of the 
little kids,” Gates said, adding 
that this plan also gets children 
of all ages from the same family 
home at the same time.

Busing
continued from page A1
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Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

CANADA & NEW ENGLAND
FALL CRUISE

October 15-24, 2015
Royal Caribbean Grandeur of the Seas

Round Trip from Baltimore
NO AIRPORT HASSLES!

Shore stops at Portland, Bar Harbor, St. John,
Halifax & Boston

Prices subject to availability

Motor coach service from Kilmarnock to Baltimore*
*Subject to participation

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett this 
week reported charges against 26 
individuals.

Felonies
Gary A. Gray, 48, of Slabtown 

Road was charged April 20 with 
obtaining money by false pre-
tenses (felony) in a Northumber-
land County case.

Kevin J. Hall, 28, of Regina 
Road was charged April 21 with 
felony probation violation.

Kyle M. George, 31, of 
Dawson Avenue was charged 
April 27 with burglary and grand 
larceny, both felonies.

Kendra P. Brooks, 42, of the 
5100 block of Morattico Road 
was charged April 28 with 25 
counts of forgery/uttering a 
forged instrument, and 13 counts 
of grand larceny.

Courtland D. McBeth, 31, of 
Sharps Road was charged April 
29 with grand larceny (felony) in 
a Richmond County case.

Wallace E. Rice, 49, of Fox 
Hill Drive was charged May 1 
with felony probation violation.

William G. Sanford, 43, of 
Lee Lane was charged May 1 
with two counts of felony pos-
session of controlled substances 
and misdemeanor possession of 
marijuana.

David W. Walton, 42, of  Ches-
apeake Drive was charged May 
4 with obtaining money by false 
pretenses, and two counts of forg-
ery/uttering a forged instrument. 

Misdemeanors
A Poplar Tree Road woman, 

22, was charged April 21 with 
misdemeanor probation viola-
tion.

A Fox Hill Drive man, 18, was 
charged April 21 with misde-
meanor probation violation.

A School Street man, 36, was 
charged April 22 with contempt 
of a Hampton City court.

A Lara Road man, 39, was 
charged April 24 with violation 
of the community corrections 
program.

A Lumber Lost Road woman, 
24, was charged April 24 with 
misdemeanor probation viola-
tion.

A Regina Road man, 26, was 
charged April 24 with misde-
meanor probation violation.

A Saluda man, 32, was charged 
April 24 with failure to comply 
with support obligation.

A River Road man, 32, was 
charged April 25 with contempt 
of a King & Queen County court 
order.

A Mary Ball Road woman, 21, 
was charged April 26 with assault 
and battery by mob.

A Mary Ball Road woman, 20, 
was charged April 26 with assault 
and battery by mob.

A Mary Ball Road woman, 40, 
was charged April 26 with assault 
and battery by mob.

A Merry Point Road man, 
19, was charged April 27 with 
destruction of property. 

A Thrasher Court man, 23, was 
charged April 27 with contempt 
of a Hanover County court.

A Sullavans Road woman, 30, 
was charged April 29 with driv-
ing without a license, general 
reckless driving, and reckless 
driving by passing a school bus 
while children were loading/
unloading.

A Poplar Tree Road man, 22, 
was charged May 1 with viola-
tion of the terms of bond.

A Farnham Creek Road 
woman, 21, was charged May 1 
with assault and battery.

A Farnham Creek Road 
woman, 22, was charged May 1 
with assault and battery.

A Farriers Road man, 30, was 
charged May 2 with violation of 
protective order. 

Activity report
April 28: Staff responded 

with the Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a North 
Main Street business on a report 
of the door being open and 
no employees inside the busi-
ness (no criminal incident), to 
a destruction of property com-
plaint in the 2100 block of White 
Chapel Road (civil incident; 
damages caused by paving com-
pany), to a domestic disturbance 
on Greentown Road (father/adult 
son; verbal only; protective order 
issued on 04/29), and to a noise 
violation complaint on Summers 
Lane; and received a walk-in 
complaint of an assault (com-
plainant declined to prosecute at 
this time), a walk-in complaint 
of an assault (arrests reported 
on May 1), and a complaint of 
defrauding an innkeeper from a 

in complaint of harassing text 
messages (protective order issued 
by the magistrate), and a citizen’s 
complaint of attempted tele-
phone fraud (IRS tax scam; call 
originated from 206-201-2400); 
obtained a search warrant to col-
lect a blood sample from a person 
who allegedly committed perjury 
involving the use of illegal drugs; 
and responded to a trespass com-
plaint in the 3800 block of River 
Road.

The sheriff’s staff also con-
ducted 29 traffic stops, issued 13 
summonses, assisted 16 motor-
ists, reported two deer strike acci-
dents, handled two calls for traffic 
control; investigated six building 
alarms, processed one mental 
health order, logged 13 inmate 
transports, received 47 E911 
hang up calls, and fielded two 
calls for animal control service.

Fire calls
The Upper Lancaster Volun-

teer Fire Department attempted 
to spot a boater in distress/man 
in the water along the Rappahan-
nock River waterfront, responded 
to a fire call on Morattico Road, 
responded with White Stone 
VFD to a possible electrical fire 
in the 1100 block of Buzzards 
Neck Road, and with White 
Stone VFD, Kilmarnock VFD 
and Richmond County VFD to a 
structure fire in the 5100 block of 
Morattico Road.

The White Stone VFD also 
responded to a traffic crash at 
Mary Ball and Old Salem roads 
and a hazmat spill on Rappahan-
nock Drive.

The Virginia Department of 
Forestry responded to a con-
trolled burn in the 1700 block of 
Morattico Road.

Northumberland Sher-
iff Chuck Wilkins this week 
reported charges against  17 indi-
viduals.

Felonies
Kyle T. Ullrich, 38, of Heaths-

ville was charged May 5 with 
obtaining a controlled substance 
by concealing facts/false name/
and address.

Brian O. Morris, 24, of 
Kilmarnock was charged May 7 

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers seeks information 
on the whereabouts of 
Mara Denise Tolbert, 38, 
who is wanted for ques-
tioning regarding three 
counts of larceny and four 
counts of bad checks.

Tolbert is described as a 
white female with brown 
hair and blues eyes. She 
is 5 feet 5 inches tall. Her 
last known address, from 
2013, was 4388 Bluff 
Point Road, White Stone.

Crime Solvers also 
seeks information regard-
ing a recent break-in and 
the related missing items.

On March 7, the Lan-
caster County Sheriff’s 
Office took a report of a 
house that was broken into 
at 247 Oyster Creek Drive, 
White Stone. Stolen from 
the home were two televi-
sion sets, one a 55-inch 
Seiki, and the other a 
32-inch Emerson. 

Report related informa-
tion to Crime Solvers, 
462-7463.

You do not have to give 
your name or appear in 
court. You could receive a 
reward up to $1,000 if an 
arrest is made from your 
information. 

LANCASTER AND NORTHUMBERLAND SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
CRIME 

SOLVERS

plaint on Brent Court, to the 
area of Chestnut Grove Lane to 
assist Northumberland authori-
ties involved in a vehicle and 
foot pursuit of a wanted person, 
to a traffic crash, hit-and-run 
involved, on Boys Camp Road, 
with Virginia State Police and 
White Stone Police Department 
to a protective order violation 
complaint on Townley Farm 
Road, to a trespass complaint 
on Merry Point Road, to an 
E911 disconnect call on Oak 
Hill Road (vacant property; no 
emergency services needed), 
and to a juvenile behavioral 
complaint on Wesley Terrace; 
attempted to locate a wanted 
person in the Kilmarnock area; 
at the request of Fairfax PD, con-
tacted a Belmont Drive resident 
to determine the status of a reg-
istered vehicle involved in a traf-
fic crash (vehicle was operated 
by the owner’s family member 
and was not stolen);  and noti-
fied Northumberland authorities 
of a residential burglary call in 
the 7800 block of Jesse duPont 
Highway, and notified Northum-
berland authorities of a medical 
emergency call on Mila Road.

 Staff responded with 
Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) to a medical emergency 
in the 200 block of Weems 
Road, with KPD to the hospital 
on a complaint of a disorderly/
combative patient, to a domes-
tic disturbance on Weems Road 
(husband/wife; verbal over car 
keys), to a reported domestic 
disturbance, person screaming, 
at the Windmill Point Marina 
(subject fell in the water, scream-
ing because of the cold) and 
to a suspicious vehicle/person 
complaint at a White Stone area 
convenience store (described 
vehicle pulled in twice but left 
immediately when another vehi-
cle pulled into the lot); based on 
a complaint from the MP-NN 
Community Services Board 
(mental health emergency ser-
vices), the dispatcher contacted 
Sprint telephone emergency ser-
vices, which pinged the number 
provided by the CSB and pro-
vided the phones coordinates, 
from which the dispatcher deter-
mined the call came from Old 
Woods Mill Road in Gloucester, 
then contacted the Gloucester 
authorities who advised deputies 
were already on the scene with 
the caller; and notified Virginia 
Department of Transportation of 
a large animal carcass interfer-
ing with traffic near Mary Ball 
Road and Whisk Drive. 

May 4: Staff discovered an 
open door to an Irvington area 
business during routine late night 
building checks (no criminal 
incident involved); caused an 
illegally parked rental vehicle to 
be removed from the roadway; 
received from a Yopps Cove Road 
resident an attempted telephone 
fraud complaint (“The Grand-
parent Scam” involved; caller 
purportedly “Capt. John King” 
advised the complainant that the 
granddaughter had been arrested 
on drug charges and to send 
$3,000 for bond; the complaint 
reported that the call originated 
from 866-845-1157; no funds 
were sent); received a call from 
“Beverly Hill ” 876-377-1503 
claiming to be a friend of a local 
resident but unable to contact him 
to advise of a death in the family 
(the dispatcher checked and iden-
tified the area code of 876 as orig-
inating in Jamaica, that a similar 
call from the same number had 
been received last week, and 
told “Beverly Hill” that her local 
law enforcement agency would 
have to send a message through 
NCIC before any death notifica-
tion message would be made; no 
NCIC message was ever received 
from Jamaican authorities); inter-
cepted a reported reckless driver 
in the White Stone area (medical 
condition involved); at the request 
of New Kent County authorities, 
responded to the Millenbeck/
Slabtown area in an attempt to 
locate a person involved with a 
mental health emergency (nei-
ther the subject nor the described 
vehicle were located); responded 
to Beach Road on a complaint 
of horses loose in the highway 
and on the neighbor’s land, to 
an animal control complaint at 
Chinns Mill, to a man with gun 
call on Taylors Creek Road (teen-
age boy with a BB rifle who had 
been shooting at plastic bottle 
targets); responded to the area of 
Browns Store to assist Northum-
berland authorities in executing 
an arrest warrant.

May 5: Staff received a walk-

Jennifer Packett tests phone lines and computers at 
the county’s new $2 million facility in Heathsville. 

the new facility Monday and Tuesday, and according to 

Monday.

White Stone motel operator.
April 29: Staff responded 

to a civil dispute in the 3000 
block of White Chapel Road 
(incident arose over grass cut-
ting), to an E911 disconnect 
call that originated on Devils 
Bottom Road (no emergency 
services needed; caller had the 
phone in his pocket); the SRO 
received a larceny report, inci-
dent occurred at LHS ($99 cash 
loss), and to a disturbance/tres-
pass complaint in the 300 block 
of Chesapeake Drive (com-
plainant reports an intoxicated 
male has become unruly and 
wanted the subject removed 
from the home); and received a 
walk-in complaint for a protec-
tive order (order issued by the 
magistrate), and a walk-in com-
plaint of an assault. 

 Staff responded to 
a parked vehicle complaint on 
North Main Street; to an E911 
disconnect call on Hoecake Road 
(no emergency services needed), 
to a residential burglary com-
plaint on Mosquito Beach Lane, 
to a possible burglary in the Cor-
rotoman-By-The-Bay subdivi-
sion (weather related; no criminal 
incident), to the Morattico and 
Chinns Mill areas in an attempt 
to locate the source of a smoke 
report that was a concern due to 
windy conditions (no fire source 
found), and to a noise violation 
complaint in the Corrotoman-
By-The-Bay subdivision (motor-
cycle involved) and received a 
destruction of property report 
from the 3400 block of Irvington 
Road (glass door; $250 loss), and 
received a larceny report from a 
Bobwhite Lane resident (orange 
and black boy’s bike; $60 loss; 
item recovered undamaged); 
and notified Richmond County 
authorities of a reported assault 
in the 2400 block of Historyland 
Highway.  

May 1: Staff responded to a 
two-vehicle traffic crash, entrap-
ment involved, at Mary Ball and 
Devils Bottom roads (med-evac 
requested but unable to respond 
due to weather conditions), to a 
protective order violation com-
plaint on Towles Point Road, 
to the Merry Point Road area 
on a report of a wanted person 
(arrest reported above for viola-
tion of bond), to a destruction 
of property complaint in the 
1000 block of Beanes Road (no 
criminal incident; trespass notice 
issued), and to a trespass com-
plaint in the 5200 block of Mary 
Ball Road; received a residential 
burglary report from a Bagpipe 
Lane property owner (Spectre 
50” LED smart TV, $450 loss), 
a walk-in complaint of trespass, 
and a walk-in complaint of an 
assault; and checked on the well-
being of an Oak Point Drive resi-
dent at the request of a concerned 
out-of-town family member (no 
emergency services needed).

May 2: Staff responded to 
a trespass complaint on Ocran 
Road, to a noise violation com-

on a direct indictment with distri-
bution of a Scheduled II Drug.

Ricardo S. Owens, 28, of Lan-
caster was charged May 7 on a 
direct indictment with distribu-
tion of a Scheduled II Drug.

Jasmine Greene, 26, of Heaths-
ville was charged May 7 on two 
direct indictments with posses-
sion with intent to distribute more 
than ½ ounce of marijuana.

Thomas E. Kelly, 24, of 
Kilmarnock was charged May 8 
on two direct indictments with 
conspiracy to distribute a Sched-
ule II Drug and possession with 
intent to distribute ½ of mari-
juana.

Delvonte l. Thornton, 22, of 
Heathsville was charged May 8 
with distribution of marijuana.

Emily Joan Clay, 33, of White 

Stone was charged May 9 with 
distribution of a controlled 
Scheduled II substance.

Taurean Tyree Ball-Johnson, 
32, of Farnham was charged May 
9 with a capias to show cause.

Kendrick Lamar Diggs, 23, 
of Reedville was charged May 
9 with malicious wounding and 
assault and battery of a family 
member, and served with a fail-
ure to appear warrant from New-
port News.

Misdemeanors
A Manassas man, 33, was 

charged May 6 with two capias/
attachments of the body for fail-
ing to appear in the Northumber-
land County Juvenile Domestic 
and Relations Court.

A Burgess man, 34, was 
charged May 6 with failing to 
appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court.

A Topping man, 55, was 
charged May 5 with a capias/
attachment of the body for fail-
ing to obey a court order in the 
Northumberland County General 
District Court.

A Reedville woman, 54, was 
charged May 7 with driving 
under the influence of alcohol.

A Farnham woman, 82, was 
charged May 7 with criminal 
trespass and assault and battery.

A Callao man, 23, was charged 
May 7 with failing to appear 
in the Northumberland County 
General District Court.

An Essex County man, 35, 
was charged May 8 with a capias/
attachment of the body for failing 
to pay child support.

A Callao man, 26, was charged 
May 9 with assault and battery.
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Sheila A. Branson, MSN, ACNP-BC, 
will join their practice as an Acute Care Nurse Practitioner on 

May 18, 2015, providing primary care, health screenings 
and health education.  Participating with most 

major health insurance plans.

Mrs. Branson received her Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing from South Dakota State University in 1995.  

She graduated from the University of Texas in 2002 
as an Acute Care Nurse Practitioner 
with a Master of Science in Nursing.

Mrs. Branson has over 10 years of experience, as a Nurse 
Practitioner, in managing acute and chronic conditions.

Mrs. Branson, her husband and son moved to the Northern 
Neck in 2013.  “Preventing illnesses is as important to me as 
intervening and treating them.  I enjoy educating patients 

about their disease process, that way patients can 
make their own choices about modifying their lifestyle.” 

Bay Internists, Inc. has been serving the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula for over 30 years as an independent internal 
medicine practice.  We are also now providing all community 

members access to specialists care, such as cardiology, 
nephrology and orthopedics, at our location.  Bay Internists, 
Inc. is committed to continue to provide the highest quality 

health care to residents of the area and surrounding counties.

For more information, or to schedule 
an appointment, please contact 804-435-3103.

Bay Internists, Inc. is pleased 
to announce the addition of a new 

member to their clinical team.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Circuit 
Court convened for term day 
Tuesday, April 28, Hon. Harry T. 
Taliaferro III, presiding. On that 
date:

A review of Keith Branem’s 
case was continued. Branem, 
of Richmond, has been charged 
with probation violation.

Leonard Gray Jr. was not 
found for his arraignment on two 
charges of probation violation.

DeWayne Santiele Ball of 
Richmond was not found for his 
arraignment on charges of pro-
bation violation.

Michael Anderson “Jay” 
Crockett Jr. of Lancaster saw a 
review of his case. It was car-
ried over to October 27. Crockett 
faces two charges of probation 
violation.

Falisha Lampkin of Burgess 
was sentenced after being previ-
ously convicted of welfare fraud, 
failure to appear, and perjury. 
Lampkin was sentenced to six 
years in the penitentiary, all sus-
pended; ten days in jail, also sus-
pended; two years of supervised 
probation, and a total $5,313.62 
in restitution.

Tanya Michelle Stokes of 
Wicomico Church faced a 
review of charges of obtaining 
money under false pretenses. 
The case was dismissed.

Renata Daye of Heathsville 
saw a review in her case of 
alleged credit card theft and 
forgery. She had previously pled 
guilty to both and the case was 
taken under advisement. The 
case is no longer under advise-
ment.

Sherrie Yvonne Daye of 
Heathsville faced a review of 
her case. She previously entered 
a nolo contendere plea on the 
charge of child abuse. Her case 
was dismissed.

Jeremy Lee Blackwell of 
Heathsville faced a review on 
two counts of alleged grand lar-
ceny to which he previously pled 
guilty. Another review is sched-
uled for October 27. He also 
faced an order to show cause 
in alleged probation violation 
and was arraigned for failure 
to appear. Another show cause 
hearing and a trial are scheduled 
for October 27.

Annie Ball of Lancaster faced 
a review on four charges of pro-
bation violation. Another review 
is scheduled for July 28.

Johnathan Frederick Mitchell 
of Lancaster faced a review in 
his case of two counts of alleged 
probation violation. Another 
review is set for July 28.

Lily Mae Hill of Heathsville 
faced a review in her case of 
alleged assault on a law enforce-
ment officer, to which she previ-
ously pled not guilty. Another 
review is set for July 28.

LeVaughn Laffiama Seldon 
of Reedvile was arraigned for 
alleged probation violation. A 
trial is set for May 19. There 
was also a review in his case of 
alleged assault on a law enforce-
ment officer, to which he pre-
viously pled nolo contendere. 
Another review is scheduled for 
May 19.

Stephen Anthony Hudson of 
Lottsburg faced a review in his 
case of alleged unauthorized 
use of a vehicle. He previously 
entered an Alford plea. Another 
review is set for May 28.

Carlos Neal Culbertson Jr. of 
Lottsburg was not found for his 
arraignment on two counts of 
alleged probation violation.

James Christopher Williams 

of Warsaw was to be tried on 
charges of manufacture, pos-
session, or distribution of a con-
trolled substance. His trial was 
continued to July 28.

David Russell Roberts of 
Callao faced a deferred dispo-
sition on two counts of alleged 
assault on a law enforcement 
officer. He has previously 
entered an Alford plea. The 
deferred disposition will be 
taken up again on June 9.

Jennifer Runninger of Callao 
saw her sentencing continued 
to July 28. She previously pled 
guilty to credit card theft, two 
counts of credit card fraud, and 
ten counts of forgery.

Kevin Wayne Thompson of 
Callao was to be tried for alleged 
petit larceny. His trial was con-
tinued to July 28.

Alvin O’Neil Howard of 
Callao was scheduled to have 
trial set on charges of use of a 
firearm in the commission of 
a felony abduction, malicious 
wounding, strangulation, and 
assault and battery of a family 
member. The case was contin-
ued to May 28.

Samuel Johnson of Heaths-
ville was set for trial, although 
a pre-trial motion will be heard 
on June 9. He is accused of rape. 
Bond was granted.

Travis Devon Wiggins was 
to be arraigned on three counts 
of malicious wounding, three 
counts of use of a firearm in a 
felony, and one of possession of 
a firearm by a violent felon. His 
case was continued to July 28.

A grand jury handed down 
true bills in the following cases:

Stanford Cintaz Bromley of 
Heathsville, charge of eluding 
police. Trial is set for June 9.

Kyle Lee George of White 
Stone, charges of possession of a 
controlled substance, entering a 
structure to commit assault and 
battery, and grand larceny. Trial 
is set for July 28.

Tyree Cottrell Jackson of 
Reedville, charge of credit card 
fraud. Trial is set for July 28.

Clifton Bernard Taylor, charge 
of making a false statement on a 
criminal history check consent 
form for a firearm purchase. 
Trial is set for May 19.

Elton Tawaron Cockrell of 
Lancaster, charge of eluding 
police. Trial is set for July 9.

Brandon Donte Noel of Lan-
caster, charge of distribution of 
marijuana. Trial is set for August 
20.

Larry Auclair Wade of Callao, 
charge of a third or subsequent 
offense of assault and battery of 
a family member. Trial is set for 
June 9.

Emily Joan Clay of White 
Stone, charge of manufacture or 
distribution of a controlled sub-
stance. A capias was issued and 
an arraignment is set for May 19.

Richardo Owens of Lancaster, 
charge of manufacture or distri-
bution of a controlled substance. 
A capias was issued and arraign-
ment is set for May 19.

Thomas Kelly Jr. of Kilmar-
nock, charge of manufacture or 
distribution of a controlled sub-
stance. A capias was issued and 
arraignment is for May 19.

Dale Lamont Bromley, 
charges of manufacture or distri-
bution of a controlled substance. 
A capias was issued and arraign-
ment is set for May 19.

Leonard Leroy Rock III of 
Heathsville, charges of manu-
facture or distribution of a con-
trolled substance and sale of 
marijuana. A capias was issued 
and an arraignment is set for 
May 19.

WHITE STONE—White 
Stone resident Jan Smith, with 
10 years of experience in  liti-
gation in the Northern Neck, 
has announced his candidacy 
for Lancaster Commonwealth 
Attorney.

Smith is a veteran of the 
U.S. Naval Reserves, a former 
corporate lawyer, and, for 
four years, the director of the 
Bureau of Workers Compensa-
tion in Pennsylvania, where he 
was responsible under Repub-
lican Gov. Richard Thornburg 
for managing a $22 million 
budget and overseeing a staff 
of 326 employees, including 
46 judges.

Smith brings to the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney cam-
paign a proven commitment 
to the people of Lancaster 
County. He has a record of 
successful jury trials of 80%.

“I’m running because 
I believe I am the best 
choice for the Common-

Smith to run for Lancaster Commonwealth’s Attorney

Jan Smith

wealth’s Attorney position 
at this time,” Smith said. “I 
will work closely with law 
enforcement to prosecute 
the cases that will assure an 
ample measure of safety for 
our residents, and also act 
as a deterrent against further 

criminal activities.”
Smith said his experience 

includes extensive work in 
cases involving domestic 
abuse, highway safety and 
financial fraud. 

“Throughout Lancaster 
County, we’re over and over 
again seeing individuals com-
mitting a second or third 
crime,” said Smith. “That 
screams out that the initial 
plea agreements or sentencing 
results are either inadequate to 
demonstrate our being tough 
on crime, or programs for 
bringing them back into the 
community were inadequate. 
I’m committed to bringing an 
end to that situation.”

A member of the Lancaster 
County Lions Club and of the 
Knights of Columbus, Smith 
was born in Portsmouth and 
received his law degree from 
George Mason Law School in 
Arlington in 1977, when he 
was admitted as a member of 

the Virginia Bar. 
“Our citizens are entitled to 

a criminal justice system that 
is quick, fair, transparent, and 
efficiently administered,” said 
Smith. “Due process admin-
istered by a competent Com-
monwealth’s Attorney is criti-
cal in achieving that objec-
tive.” 

Smith lives with his wife, 
Nathalie, in White Stone. 
Married 45 years, they have 
four sons, three of whom are 
attorneys, and an engineer. He 
and Nathalie have nine grand-
children. 

“My campaign will be built 
around a record of proven 
competence, a deep com-
mitment to public service in 
the interest of our residents, 
and a passion for justice for 
all of our Lancastrians, who 
deserve nothing less,” Smith 
said. 

Additional information can 
be found at jansmith1.com.

NORTHUMBERLAND 
COUNTY CIRCUIT
COURT REPORT

by Renss Greene

NEBRASKA CITY, NEB.—
The Arbor Day Foundation is 
offering a handy tree-care book-
let designed to help people plant 
and care for trees.

Anyone can receive Conserva-
tion Trees, a user-friendly booklet 
featuring illustrations, colorful 
photos, and easily understood 
descriptions, by making a $3 
donation to the foundation.

“Conservation Trees is an ideal 
resource for tree planters,” said 
Matt Harris, chief executive of the 
Arbor Day Foundation. “Taking 
care of existing trees is just as 
critical as planting new ones, and 

proper care ensures communities 
are able to fully enjoy the diverse 
benefits of urban forestry.”

The booklet provides details 
about the right way to plant and 
prune trees. It includes tips on 
using shade trees and windbreaks 
to save on energy costs, attract 
songbirds, and create a living 
snow fence.

To receive the Conservation 
Trees booklet, send a $3 check 
along with name and address to 
Conservation Trees, Arbor Day 
Foundation, 100 Arbor Ave., 
Nebraska City, NE 68410, or order 
at arborday.org/conservationtrees.

Arbor Day Foundation
offers tree-care booklet
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Sports Medicine 
Experts 
The Riverside sports medicine team is a 
winning combination. From prevention to rehabilitation 
you can count on Riverside for a full range of sports medicine services.

Along with serving as team physicians for student athletes on 
the Middle Peninsula, our orthopedic specialists provide care for 
physically active people throughout the region…. The care you need to 
get back to what you enjoy.

riversideonline.com/ortho

Riverside York River 
Orthopedics  & 
Sports Medicine

Riverside  
Orthopedic  Specialists 

in Gloucester

Make an  
appointment today 
(804) 693-4645

Make an  
appointment today 

(804) 693-0529

Hugh M. Bryan, III, MD David J. Muron, MDBarbaro J. Perez, MD

LANCASTER—A man 
accused of felony sexual assault 
of a woman last summer was 
instead found guilty May 15 
of a lesser charge in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court.

A jury found Robert Gal-
licchio, 67, of the 900 block 
of Chesapeake Drive in White 
Stone, guilty of first class mis-
demeanor assault and battery. 
The jury suggested a $2,500 
fine and no jail time.

Gallicchio’s attorney, Jeff 
Mathews, successfully headed 
off the state’s initial charge 
of felony sexual assault. That 
charge carried a maximum 
sentence of up to 20 years in 
prison, according to Assistant 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Kenny Kunkle, who prose-
cuted the case. 

The victim testified she has 
known the defendant since she 
hired him to work at a local 
garden center seven years ago. 

“He became a really good 
friend of mine,” she testified. 
“He was like a father to me,” 
helping her out personally on 
several occasions.

After an evening out par-
tying with friends during 
which she said she consumed 
a large number of alcoholic 
beverages, the victim testi-
fied that she called Gallicchio 
in the early morning hours of 
June 14, 2014, looking for a 
“safe” place to spend the night 
because she didn’t want to risk 
getting a DUI by driving to her 
own home 25 minutes away. 
Gallicchio gave her a couple 
more shots of vodka, she said, 
then made her some scrambled 
eggs. She ate half, but said she 
didn’t feel good, told Gallic-
chio goodnight and headed to 
the guest bedroom, shutting the 
door behind her.

She said she got under the 
covers of the bed fully clothed 
and fell asleep.

“I woke up to a noise and 
somebody’s hands underneath 
my dress. I heard Bob’s voice. 
I could hear him talking and 
grunting...I moved his hand 
away,” she told the court. 

“He was still groping you 
after you told him to stop?” 
Kunkle asked. 

“Yes...I was really out of it.” 
After describing some of the 
details of the alleged assault, 
she said, “I woke up the next 
morning confused. I wondered, 
‘Did any of this happen?’ I was 
trying to collect my thoughts. 
I noticed my (undergarments) 
were out of place. Bob brought 
me a cup of coffee. But I dozed 
back off.”

Later when she woke again, 
the defendant told her not to 
say anything to his girlfriend 
about them sleeping together.

“That’s when reality set in,” 
she said. “It was odd. He didn’t 
have a girlfriend. You don’t 
know what to think, you just 
want to leave.”

She said she went home 
and showered twice and cried. 

“I sat around and felt stupid.” 
When her boyfriend called 
from Texas, he encouraged her 
to report the incident. But it 
took her several days to collect 
herself and call the sheriff ’s 
department. 

She said Gallicchio called 
her cell phone several times 
after the incident but she didn’t 
respond. 

After he texted her, she 
texted back, “You know why 
I’m not answering your calls.” 
He replied, “I don’t know why 
you feel that way,” she testified. 

On cross examination, 
Mathews questioned her past 
relationship with Gallicchio 
in detail, noting they talked on 
the phone every week and went 
out drinking together on many 
occasions.

“You called him constantly, 
asking if he wanted to join 
you,” said Mathews.

“I could have. I don’t remem-
ber,” she replied.

“You weren’t drunk (that 
night),” Mathews said.

“I definitely would have 
gotten a DUI if I’d been 
stopped,” she said.

“That’s not what I asked 
you. Just answer yes or no,” 
Mathews said. “The reason 
you went to Mr. Gallicchio’s 
house was to look for someone 
to comfort you.”

“No. It was a safe place,” she 
replied.

The prosecution put on two 
additional witnesses. Lt. Tim 
Self of the Lancaster Sheriff’s 
Department testified to inter-
viewing the victim about the 
case and her former boyfriend 
also confirmed that he urged 
her to contact the police.

Gallicchio was the only wit-
ness called by Mathews.

He testified he was good 
friends with his accuser.

“Did you ever feel you were 
a father figure?” Mathews 
asked.

“No,” he said.
“Were you ever out where 

she acted like more than a 
friend?” continued Mathews.

“In 2011, after hanging out 
one time...she hugged me and 
kissed me on the cheek. She 
said ‘I almost planted one on 
you, pop,’” Gallicchio said.

He said she called a number 
of times to invite him to join her 
for drinks, but that he couldn’t 
because he had “a drunk driv-
ing ticket.”

When she called him at 3:30 
a.m. June 14, asking to stay 
at his house, Gallicchio said 
she didn’t appear drunk or 
impaired in any way.

“She was dressed really nice, 
with a long dress like she’s 
wearing today. She was wear-
ing jewelry and had makeup 
on. She looked nice,” Gallic-
chio testified. “We talked about 
different things. It was friendly, 
she was not slurring words...I 
thought she was hitting on me. 
She put her leg up exposing 
her underwear and crotch...I 
thought this wasn’t right.”

According to his testimony, 

when the conversation turned 
to something sad that had hap-
pened to her that day, Gallic-
chio put his arm around her 
shoulders and she rested her 
head on his chest, her hand 
stroked his thigh, he said.

Gallicchio maintained his 
accuser did not go to the guest 
room to sleep, but went to his 
bedroom and did not close the 
door as she testified. When he 
first entered the room, they 
talked.  When he got in bed 
beside her, she pulled his arm 
over her and put his hand on 
her breast, he said. “I stopped 
when she said ‘No.’”

“She made at least two 
passes at you and then when 
you went to bed she grabbed 
your hand?” Mathews asked.

“Yes. I didn’t take advantage 
of her. I’m a man,” he said.

In his closing, Mathews told 
the jury, “If she wanted to be 
safe she would have headed to 
her mother’s house near Tri-
Star. She wasn’t drunk. She 
was in full control. Use your 
common sense. The issue is not 
what is going on in (the accus-
er’s) mind, but what she com-
municated to Mr. Gallicchio.

“He did what he was sup-
posed to do. He invited her in. 
He fed her...Mr. Gallicchio had 
every right to think what any 
man would think. Her leg is in 
the air...does he make a move 
at that time? She was getting 
frisky. He’s supposed to read 
minds? He can only go by what 
is put before him...He did what 
any man in that situation would 
have done. He acted on her 
move...If you convict on the 
evidence presented today, then 
no man in America is safe.”

Kunkle refuted the defense’s 
argument.

“If there was consent, we 
wouldn’t be sitting here today,” 
he said. “Defense’s argument is 
it’s her fault; she asked for this. 
That’s a slap in the face.”

Kunkle reminded jurors 
that most sexual assaults go 
unreported. He said the victim 
was out drinking all night with 
friends, that she went to his 
house because she felt it would 
be safe. “She had too much to 
drink. She had a good time. It 
doesn’t give someone the right 
to take advantage of you. Mr. 
Gallicchio saw an opportunity. 
Someone who believed in him, 
a friend. He gave her alcohol. 
She was obviously distressed...
She gave him a kiss on the 
cheek? The way she dresses? 
Her hand was on his leg? 
That’s what he says gives him 
the green light? His testimony 
changes when he knows he 
did something wrong. Is that 
his way of saying she asked 
for it because she was wearing 
makeup? Look at what she had 
to go through to get here.”

The judge’s instructions to 
the jury of seven men and five 
women allowed them to con-
sider a misdemeanor charge 
of assault and battery, a felony 
charge of sexual assault or a 
not-guilty verdict.

OTTOMAN—Lancaster 
County residents living near 
Greenvale, Paynes and Beach 
creeks are invited to a free com-
munity information session 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. June 6 
at Corrottoman Baptist Church, 
48 Ottoman Ferry Road, Otto-
man, to learn how they can be 
reimbursed up to $150 to have 
their septic tanks pumped out.

There are also funds avail-
able to repair a limited number 
of septic systems in the area as 
well, reported project coordina-
tor Kathleen D. Watson. Appli-
cations will be taken on a first-
come first-served basis.  

Organizations will have rep-
resentatives available to speak 
with residents and landowners 
about area resources for those 
who are concerned about water 
pollution. Free snacks and a 
light lunch will be served, said 
Watson.  

The Northern Neck Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
(NNSWCD) has received a 
grant from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) to improve water qual-
ity in the Greenvale, Paynes 
and Beach creek watersheds in 
southwestern Lancaster County. 

All three creeks have appeared 

KILMARNOCK—After 
an 18-month investigation into 
possible embezzlement at the 
Kilmarnock-Lancaster County 
Volunteer Rescue Squad, Kilmar-
nock police last week charged 
David Wayne Walton, husband of 
the squad’s president at the time 
of the alleged offenses.

Walton was arraigned 
Monday in General District 
Court on two counts of felony 
forging and uttering, and one 
count of felony obtaining money 
under false pretenses. He was 
released on bond.

According to Kilmarnock 
Chief of Police Mike Bedell, 
police were initially called by the 
squad in October 2013 to inves-
tigate a possible theft at their 
facility on Harris Road after a 

locked filing cabinet was forced 
open and a laptop computer was 
missing. During the course of 
that investigation, squad treasurer 
Dawn Thompson expressed con-
cerns there were purchases made 
without receipts. 

Kilmarnock deputy Jordan 
Russell and a member of the 
Virginia State Police Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation conducted 
an investigation. However, a lack 
of proper documentation and 
procedures resulted in a long and 
difficult inquiry. 

“State police were frustrated 
with the lack of cooperation...
and complete lack of documenta-
tion of purchases...,” Chief Bedell 
said. “Each (squad) officer was 
issued a credit card. Many credit 
card statements were lost or 
destroyed. There were no controls 
in place and no financial reviews 

conducted. It was evident they 
don’t use any software or ledger 
of accounts.”

Chief Bedell said also there 
was inadequate documentation 
for hired services, no authoriza-
tion for purchases and no policy 
or procedure in place on spend-
ing.  

Police and county officials 
demanded an audit which was 
completed last January by Paul 
Lee of the accounting firm Rob-
inson, Farmer, Cox Associates.

Mike McAdoo, the squad’s 
current president, would not 
comment on the case. However, 
he noted several changes have 
been put in place to ensure better 
record keeping and avoid future 
problems. 

The squad’s latest IRS Form 
990 tax return lists $3.227 mil-
lion in assets.

Charges made in case involving 
Kilmarnock rescue squad funds

by Audrey Thomasson

Sexual assault charge reduced at trial
by Audrey Thomasson

Some creek area residents are
eligible for septic system aid

on Virginia’s Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL) Priority 
List since 2008 because they do 
not meet Virginia’s water qual-
ity standards for fecal coliform 
bacteria, continued Watson. 
The creeks also are not compli-
ant with water quality standards 
for the production of edible and 
marketable shellfish. Often, 
faulty septic systems, improper 
boat sewage disposal and storm 
water runoff containing waste 
from pets and domestic animals 
are the main sources of fecal 
coliform bacteria in waterways. 
The NNSWCD wants to let 
the public know that there are 
things that every household can 
do that can improve local water 
quality.  

The information session also 
will explain several other cost-
share programs that are a part 
of this water quality initiative, 
such as providing reimburse-
ment up to $25 for resi-
dents to install and use pet waste 
digester systems, and encourag-
ing the collection and disposal 
of pet waste by pet owners.  

The use of plants and veg-
etation near shorelines (riparian 
buffers) is a proven conserva-
tion method that reduces runoff 
and protects waterways from 

common pollutants. This initia-
tive will provide funds for per-
sons who wish to install small 
acreage grazing systems and 
grass buffers to address runoff 
within the program area, added 
Watson. Waterfront property 
owners interested in planting 
native grasses and shrubs near 
their shoreline in order to create 
riparian buffers are also eligible 
for the cost share program.

To register, call Watson at 
313-9102.

■ Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol 

and Rifle Club will sponsor 
Refuse To Be A Victim®, a 
crime prevention and per-
sonal safety seminar, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. May 30 at Lan-
caster Community Library, 235 
School Street, Kilmarnock.

The seminar is open to the 
public with a fee of $35, which 
includes all program materi-
als and light refreshments. 
Pre-registration is requested; 
refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-be-a-
victim.aspx, or rprclub.com. 

NEWS 
BREAK

Bluegrass on the river
with a performance by Josh Grigsby & County Line. The pickers performed two solid 
hours of bluegrass and gospel, with special guest Jay Armsworthy of the weekly 
radio show Bluegrass On The Bay. As the sun set and a gentle wind blew off the 
Rappahannock River, the band played “Changes in the Tide,” a tribute to Grigsby’s 
father, the late James “Bubby” Grigsby. It was written by his brother, James Grigsby, 
as a Christmas gift. Their father worked on the water for over 45 years.

From let are Jay Armsworthy, Robert Kidd, Daniel Madison, Crystal Grigsby, Josh 
Grigsby, Daniel Clarke and Bob Green. The concert series will continue at 6 p.m. 
Saturday, May 16, as Bill, Pam and Macon Gurley take the stage. The Gurleys play 
folk, blues, bluegrass and old-time music. Photos by Robert Mason Jr.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

This week the town of Kilmarnock is cel-
ebrating a momentous event as we recog-

nize the attainment this past Tuesday of the 
nonagenarian status of George Urban, one 
of the most identifiable figures around town. 
George is the proprietor of George’s Barber 
Shop on Main Street, where three days a week 
he meticulously trims the hair, mustaches and 
beards of many of the Northern Neck’s locals. 
The other three days the shop is under the 
watchful eye of his colleague, Donnie Lewis.

George is a fountain of wisdom, which he 
readily imparts to his customers. The latter 
are the beneficiaries of his decision many 
years ago to leave his position in Washington 
as barber to the House of Representatives to 
return to Kilmarnock to open his own shop. 
Although many gentlemen in the Northern 
Neck have profited from his choice of that 
course, it has been less fruitful for our nation 
as a whole.  

In the critical moments since his depar-
ture, America needed George there advising 
the Congressmen on how to vote on impor-
tant matters facing the country. I frequently 

have thought that the House should ferry its 
male members back and forth to Kilmarnock 
for their barbering. Surely such action would 
be a better investment in our national interest 
than some of Congress’s other expenditures 
are. Indeed, to this day I count the onset of 
the decline of the efficacy of the House of 

Representatives to the day George crossed the 
Potomac to return home to live with his wife, 
Naomi, on the shores of Indian Creek in close 
proximity to the country club where he regu-
larly exercises his golfing prowess.

George’s Barber Shop is a time warp from 
the past. With George presiding wearing his 
crisp white shirt and ever present necktie, the 
shop’s antique barber’s chairs, tools, oak cap-
tain’s chairs for those waiting, and entire ambi-
ence take one back to an earlier time. Even the 
sign on the window is evocative of how life 
once was with its traditionally painted gold 
lettering. The only concession to modernity is 
the presence of the current day’s newspaper 
and week’s Rappahannock Record.  George 
wants his customers to be as informed as he 
is in the world of contemporary happenings, 
be they local, national or global, and he tells 
them about specific articles they should read.

Young boys and men beginning their careers 
are excited to know that their hair is being 
cut by someone who has trimmed that of the 
once high and mighty. In short, they think it is 
“cool.”  Veterans enjoy sharing memories of 

wartime experiences with George as he zips 
away, invariably sending each one off looking 
like the proverbial silk purse.  

George’s interest is more than superficial, 
and his loyal following holds him in the high-
est esteem as the genuine friend he is. His 
routine is set in stone, driving into town in 
his pickup with the “GWU II” license plate, 
opening the shop at 8, pausing in midday for 
a sandwich, closing at 5, a more recent inno-
vation from 6, then often across the street for 
dinner with Naomi at Lee’s. I do not know his 
days-off golfing schedule, but I suspect it is 
equally as ordered.

George is one who makes the town of 
Kilmarnock the great place it is to live, work 
and shop. I have never had a conversation 
with him when I did not come away better 
informed than when I sat down in the chair. I 
have a sense of pity for those poor members 
of Congress for having lost him, but joy that 
he moved home to enrich our lives here in the 
Northern Neck.

Happy Birthday, George! “Ad multos 
annos!”

George is a fountain of 
wisdom, which he readily 
imparts to his customers. The 
latter are the beneficiaries of 
his decision many years ago 
to leave his position in Wash-
ington as barber to the House 
of Representatives to return to 
Kilmarnock to open his own 
shop.

Focal Point

Elusive pink lady slippers are blooming in the 
Northern Neck.

Photo by Arthur Roberts

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times 
in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

During every hour of every 
day of the year, Virginia’s 
hospitals provide high-
quality care to thousands of 
patients. They provide life-
saving services, care for our 
loved ones, support their 
communities through finan-
cial and programmatic sup-
port, and are first responders 
in the face of emergencies.

Because they are such a 
part of the fabric of our soci-
ety, it is easy to overlook 
the important role that hos-
pitals play and the men and 
women who commit their 
lives to improving the health, 
well-being, and safety of our 
communities and our Com-
monwealth. That is why May 
10-16, and each succeeding 
second week of May, has 
been dedicated “Virginia 
Hospital Week” by the Gen-
eral Assembly.

Virginia Hospital Week 
recognizes the service that 
hospitals provide to the Com-
monwealth, including almost 
$3 billion in community sup-
port, over 3.5 million emer-

Celebrate your
local hospital

gency visits, 781,000 inpa-
tient admissions, and 1.9 mil-
lion outpatient visits.  

But beyond the actual 
health care services pro-
vided, we should all take into 
account the role that hospitals 
play in our economy.  They’re 
among the largest employers 
in communities across Vir-
ginia. They directly employ 
roughly 123,000 Virginians, 
while health care as a whole 
accounts for over 444,000 
jobs with a total payroll of 
roughly $24 billion. 

Hospitals make a difference 
in the lives of all Virginians 
in some shape or fashion. So 
as you are driving down the 
road and see the big blue “H” 
sign, take a moment to reflect 
upon the role that hospitals 
play in your life. Better yet, 
if a friend or a neighbor is a 
health care professional or 
hospital administrator, thank 
them for their hard work and 
commitment to service. Hos-
pitals need your support.

To learn more about Vir-
ginia Hospital Week, visit 
VirginiaHospitalWeek.com.

Toni R. Ardabell, CEO,
Bon Secours Richmond

YOUR LETTERS

In the April 30 Record, the 
author of a letter based the 
existence of man-made global 
warming on the “consensus” 
of 97% of “scientists.”

The author has an impres-
sive resume as an authority 
on geological sciences. I feel 
sure that he is as passionate 
about stewardship of the earth 
as I am.

 I take issue with his state-
ment that 97% of “creden-
tialed scientists …. conclude 
that the combustion of fossil 
fuels is causing the planet 
to warm.” This 97% figure 
appeared in a 2013 paper writ-
ten by environmental activist 
John Cook. 

The figure represented 
the percentage of more than 
12,000 papers reviewed by a 
small group of fellow activists, 
that humans did have “some” 
role, but not the dominant 
role, in climate change. The 
alleged consensus was about 
climate change and not the 
dangers it may pose. Even at 
that, this group of activists 
disagreed among themselves 
about the findings reached by 
the authors of those papers.

There is a great amount of 
scientific evidence, contained 
in research accomplished 
by many recognized and 
respected scientists, environ-
mentalists, and meteorologists 
who have no political agenda, 
refuting the claim that man is 
causing global warming. 

Why not avail ourselves of 
this research and facts, before 
we support the implementa-
tion of draconian measures 
that will accomplish nothing 
regarding “climate change,” 
but will redistribute money, 
and cost citizens dearly in 
purchasing electricity and 
fuel?

F. C. Dugan III,
Hague

Mystical 97% of
scientists agree
on man-made
global warming

In a recent letter, a former 
professor approvingly quoted 
a former Chicago politician 
that “climate change can no 
longer be denied.”

There are many possible 
responses to the ex-profes-
sor’s statement but, because 
of space limitation, mine is 
to challenge him to name 
one reputable climate sci-
entist who denies “climate 
change.”

One—not two or three or 
more, but just one. Gimmee 
one name.

If the writer can persuade 
me that such a scientist 
exists, I hereby promise to 
buy him a beer at his favorite 
local pub.

However, if the writer can’t 
name a reputable scientist 
who denies climate change, 
then he’d be guilty of criti-
cizing the opinions of people 

Name 
that scientist

who don’t exist. In short, the 
writer would be guilty of 
committing the elementary 
straw man fallacy. In high-
quality professional circles, 
that’s a no-no.

I would also ask the writer 
to refrain from conflat-
ing “climate change” with 
“human-caused global warm-
ing.” As a famous person 
once said, “They ain’t hardly 
the same thing.” The confla-
tion of the two is yet another 
depressing example of the 
low intellectual standards of 
our public discourse.

Finally, the writer claimed 
that as a young professor in 
1968 he was well aware of 
the fact that “the planet was 
unquestionably warming.”

That’s an interesting claim 
because all the charts and 
graphs I’ve seen—including 
those produced by NOAA, 
NASA, and the IPCC—show 
that the average global tem-
perature was cooling from 
approximately 1940 to 1975.

Of course, it’s possible that 
I haven’t read the charts and 
graphs correctly, in which 
case the writer, having been 
a professor for many years, 
should be able to set me 
straight with little effort.

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

A local denier that climate 
change is being caused by 
human activities continues to 
misunderstand or misrepre-
sent basic science. Here are 
a couple examples.

“Sea level rate of rise is 
now minuscule, about 1 mm 
per year, hardly measur-
able.” We can’t measure 3 
inches in the average per-
son’s lifetime? And besides, 
the accepted global rate of 
sea level rise is 2 mm per 
year. To make matters worse, 
tidewater Virginia is subsid-
ing at about that same rate, 
so the local increase in water 
level amounts to about a foot 
in a person’s lifetime. If that 
doesn’t worry you, it cer-
tainly worries the U.S. Naval 
base at Norfolk.

“The greenhouse theory is 
hardly applicable to the open 
atmosphere.” Why not? The 
physics is uncontested. Glass, 
carbon dioxide, methane and 
many other substances retard 
the transmission of infrared 
(heat) radiation. That’s why 
a vehicle heats up if left in 
the sun with the windows 
closed. Add thicker glass 
and the vehicle will heat up 
more, just as Earth is heat-
ing because humankind is 
adding heat-trapping gases 
like carbon dioxide and 
methane to the atmosphere.

“Satellites detect heat 
escaping to space.” Yes, and 
it’s a good thing they do. The 
statement suggests a pro-
found lack of understand-
ing of Earth’s “heat budget.” 

Earth is warming
because we’re
burning fossil fuels

If Earth’s temperature is to 
remain constant, the almost 
incomprehensibly huge 
amount of energy received 
from the sun every day must 
all be returned to space. 
“Heat in” must equal “heat 
out,” or else Earth’s temper-
ature changes. A very tiny 
reduction in the immense 
amount of heat that escapes 
to space, caused by rising 
greenhouse gas concentra-
tions, is causing slow plan-
etary warming.

Earth is warming because 
we have burned about 10% 
of our fossil fuel reserves, 
mostly in the last century. 
Ask yourself what Earth will 
be like if we burn the other 
90%.

Dr. Lynton S. Land,
Ophelia

This Saturday, May 16, is 
Armed Forces Day.

Let us all remember our men 
and women who are in the mil-
itary all over the world protect-
ing us and keeping the U.S.A. 
from harm.

Bernice McElroy,
Kilmarnock

Remember the 
armed forces

A well-intentioned reader 
wrote in last week’s Record 
that the way to be a follower of 
Jesus is to do good deeds. This 
is an upside-down, partial, and 
deadly deception.

The Bible makes it plain 
that there is none righteous 
enough, none good enough 
to get to heaven by their own 
works. No man can boast 
of goodness, for God has 
declared our hearts deceitful 
and our works “filthy rags.”

How then can a man be 
saved? By recognizing his/
her complete despotism, 
bankruptcy and debauchery. 
By confessing one’s sin and 
utter dependency upon Christ 
Jesus, accepting his sacrifice 
at Calvary as the finished 
work that paid the debt in full 
for our lost, dying world.

Jesus is faithful to cleanse 
us, forgive us, and make his 
abode within all who will 
admit their own lack and will 
confess their own need for a 
savior.

Thereafter begins new life 
with a new heart and a new 
motive of love and thankful-
ness to God which produces 
the fruit of his goodness 
toward others. Now when 
God looks upon us he sees 
us through his son and we are 
forever covered and at peace 
for “no man can snatch us out 
of His hand.”

“For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of  
yourselves: it is the gift of 
God; not of works, lest any 
man should boast.” Ephesians 
2: 8, 9. See Galatians, Ephe-
sians and Romans.

Hilda Page,
White Stone

It takes more
than good deeds

I’m so close to reaching 
another weight-loss goal, I can 
taste it. 

But everywhere I look, I’m 
tempted to set aside the fresh  
tomatoes and cucumbers, green 
beans, sauted peppers and 
onions, broiled flounder, and 
eggs—my primary sustenance 
of late.

May is beef month, says the 
Virginia Beef Industry Council. 
It is May.

A nice, thick slab of medium-
rare prime rib with a little 
horseradish on the side has been 
gnawing at my gut all week.

According to the Virginia Beef 
Industry Council, “Scientific 
research continues to support 
lean beef’s role in lowering bad 
cholesterol, building muscle and 
cognitive health and providing 
other healthy benefits to people 
of all ages.”

Visions of healthy medium-
rare filet mignon steaks are 
simmering on a grill somewhere 
calling my name.

The Virginia Beef Industry 
Council is knocking again. “A 
3-ounce serving of lean beef 
is about 150 calories and a top 
dietary source of protein and 
nine other essential nutrients 
such as iron, since and B-vita-
mins.”

You see my dilemma? Who 
can eat just 3 ounces? That’s like 
a fork-full. 

I know it’s May, but I’m 
fending off the grill for at least 
another seven pounds.

Meanwhile, I had some 
friends bring me a bag of hot 
dogs from Jess’s Quick Lunch, a 
Harrisonburg tradition for almost 
100 years.

I savored them—consuming 
only two for dinner and two for 
breakfast.

That takes willpower for one 
who has downed a six-pack with 
everything—chili, mustard and 
onions—at one feeding.

Speaking of breakfast, a 
button came in the mail this 
week from GoBreakfastarian.
org, with the slogan— “See the 
light. Eat breakfast at night.”

I’ve seen light. I get along with 
eggs anytime.

In fact, as GoBreakfastarian.
org. suggests, I could “breakfast 
up” that beef with an egg.

The Virginia Beef Industry 
Council suggests a visit to beef-
itswhatsfordinner.com. Here 
you will find hundreds of beefy 
recipes. 

The “protein-powered break-
fast” collection offers lots of 
options.

The “not so average salad” 
collection is also tempting.

The current promotion, a “30 
Day Protein Challenge,” suggests 
eating 25 to 30 grams of protein 
at all three meals.

A 3-ounce serving of beef, 
salmon or pork has around 21 
grams of protein.

A large egg has around 6 
grams of protein, according to 
incredibleegg.org and the Ameri-
can Egg Board. 

Steak and eggs. Yum.
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Do you Remember?
This 1965 Lancaster High School girls softball team won the Group 111 District F 
championship. Team members, from left, are (front row) Linda Lee, Phyllis Colombard, 
Theresa Lawson, Joyce Tadlock, Louise Jesse and Beatrice George; (next row) Geneva 
Abbott and Mary Lelia Conway; (next row) Laura Lee Marsh, Marianne Abbott, Mary 
Louise Conners, Mary Ann Warnek, Pat Abbott, Barbara Worman, Tina Ward and Cathe 
Sanders. “Do you Remember” is a community service of the Kilmarnock Museum.                         

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the May 12, 1905, issue of the 

Virginia Citizen)

Fish And Oyster Notes
Steamers Coulbourne and Foote of the 

Carter’s Creek menhaden works started fishing 
Wednesday and Thursday, respectively.

Chesapeake fishermen are catching but few 
fish, but two vessels keep the nets cut down 
most of the time. Irresponsible crews aboard 
shell boats are doing immeasurable damage.

Numerous craft from Crisfield, Md., are in 
these waters this week buying soft crabs. Two 
or three days of pretty weather the latter part 
of last week caused a glut, especially from the 
Eastern Shore beds and prices dropped. The 
cool spell of Wednesday and yesterday checked 
the catch.

Irvington and Weems had quite an exodus 
during the past week—men and boys gone to 
other parts, in gasoline boats and skiffs—chas-
ing the festive soft crab.   Among those we 
know who have taken temporary refuge are Jo. 
George and Eugene Wilder to the Piankatank, 
and Jas. H. Wise and Judson T. Haydon up Cor-
rotoman.

Irvington
Jasper Jett is painting Thompson’s store.
W. T. Jones is carpentering this week at Mos-

quito.
Dulling & Gregory are canvassing this sec-

tion for portraits to enlarge.
Capt. And Mrs. G. W. Meekins, of the Island, 

were visiting here Sunday .
Griff Garner, and friend, Mr. Price, of the 

Steamer Carolina, were here Sunday.

Lively
Dr. and Mrs. W. W. T. Clarke have returned 

from a trip to Baltimore.
Eddie Barker and wife, who were here last 

week to attend the obsequies of Mrs. Lee 
Barker, have returned to Baltimore.

Millenbeck
Geo. Homer, who moved from Maryland 

down here last winter to work for W. H. 
Warren, has moved back.

The telephone has been put in the store on 
the wharf of the Millenbeck Oyster Co. The 
boys have to chase the hard crabs. There 
have been several barrels shipped from this 
wharf.

T. I. Ratcliffe, of Bertrand, returned home 
on Saturday night last from a few days’ stay 
in Fredericksburg.

Geo. Nottingham, at Ottoman, was seen 
here last week.

Judge Jno. C. Ewell is reported as not 
being so well.

Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Stoneham are in Balti-
more this week.

Capt. Jimmy Wilder expects to load 
lumber for Mr. Stoneham Monday.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

The nation’s largest agricul-
tural organization is hoping the 
federal estate tax will draw its last 
breath this year.

The American Farm Bureau 
Federation praised the U.S. 
House of Representatives for its 
April 16 passage of the Death Tax 
Repeal Act of 2015 and is urging 
the Senate to pass the bill as well.

“Farmers and ranchers need 
tax laws that protect their family 
businesses. They don’t want to 
be punished for their success,” 
AFBF President Bob Stallman 
said. With the House passage of 
the bill, “we are one step closer 
to tax reform that will help farm 
families invest in the future and 
pass their businesses on to the 
next generation.”

Estates worth more than $10.9 
million for couples and $5.4 mil-
lion for individuals fall under the 
tax. The Congressional Budget 
Office and the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget have projected 
about $20 billion in revenue from 
the estate tax this year.

U.S. farm families often have 
the potential to get squeezed by 
the estate tax, because their assets 
are tied up in land, equipment 

Farm Bureau supports the
end of the federal estate tax

The Lancaster County Branch 
NAACP will meet at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, May 19, at the Lancaster 
Community Library, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

The agenda will include com-
mittee reports and updates on 
the Freedom Fund banquet. The 
scholarship committee also will 
report on the Lancaster High 
School class night on May 18.

The program will be led by 
Lloyd Hill and the subject will 
be “Live to Fight Another Day: 
Surviving an Encounter with 
Law Enforcement.” The message 
offers some dos and don’ts when 
interacting with the police.

Membership renewals for 
2015 are past due.

“We run on people power,” 
said Hill. “Memberships are our 
life’s blood. Stay in the fight; the 
struggle continues.”

Lancaster
NAACP 
will meet
on Tuesday

Early Bird Special Sale
Ends May 

for the 2 th Annual
Bay Seafood Festival

Tickets are $ .00 until May .
After the Early Bird Sale, tickets will be $5 .00

Tickets are selling Quickly!

NEW LOCATION:
Camp Kekoka in Kilmarnock

Enjoy all you can eat (seafood & more)
plus dance under the stars t

 - a fun dance band!
Online at www.kiwsrotary.  * 1-800-777-9717 or

mail your ticket order to: KIWS Rotary Foundation,
P.O. Box 1573, Kilmarnock, VA 22482

All Proceeds benefit local charitable organizations so you
Party with a Purpose!

and structures that are essential 
for farming. Faced with a tax on 
the transfer of those assets, family 
members often have few options 
other than selling off land or 
equipment, to their farms’ detri-
ment.

“Previous Congressional 
action to increase the exemp-
tion provided important relief, 
but estate taxes still weigh on 
many farm families,” Stallman 
said. “Some must slow growth to 
remain exempt. We need tax poli-
cies that help capital-intensive 
businesses like farms and ranches 
and that don’t stand in the way 
of sons and daughters ready to 
follow the agricultural legacy of 
their parents.”

The bill is expected to face an 
uphill battle in the Senate. The 
White House also has threatened 

a veto.  Virginia enacted legisla-
tion in 2006 that repealed the 
state’s death tax for estates of 
owners who died on or after July 
1, 2007.

Hats Revisited
My comments on hat eti-

quette, made several months 
ago, elicited a lot of spirited 
responses. Therefore I am 
revisiting the subject, begin-
ning with the following ques-
tions and answers.

Should females remove 
their sport caps/hats 
inside, just as males 
should?  

Yes!
What are polite ways 

to ask a guest to remove 
his hat at table?  

You might be comfortable 
with one of the following lines: 

“It’s a tradition in our family 
to remove our hats at the meal 
table. Would you mind?” 

Or, “We have this house rule 
that ‘if your hat is on your head, 
there’s a chance you won’t be 
fed.’ ”

Or simply, “May I take your 
hat?”

What can we do to 
encourage hat etiquette 
in restaurants?

Ask your favorite restaurant 
to provide a rack or peg board 
with a sign suggesting gentle-
men and ladies leave their hats 
as a sign of respect for other 
diners.

I received the following from 
a reader. It echoes the senti-
ment of many others who are 
affronted by inappropriate hat 
wearing and I feel it’s worth 
sharing.

“Sitting in a restaurant 
recently, I observed a group 
of young men approaching the 
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BUSINESS CARDS . . . 

WE PRINT THEM!
FLYERS?

COLOR COPIES?
POSTERS?

WE PRINT THEM TOO!
USE YOUR OWN LOGO

OR WE CAN DESIGN ONE FOR YOU!

Because You Are Polite . . . Let’s Talk Manners
by Ginger Philbrick 

register to pay their bills. Two 
of the men had conservative, 
short hair-cuts. One young 
man, however, had a full head 
of good-sized blonde dread-
locks. Guess with whom I was 
the more comfortable.

“If you guessed the man with 
the dread-locks, you are right! 
It was because the young men 
with the conservative cuts were 
wearing hats inside the restau-
rant and the fellow with the 

dread-locks was not.  I really 
was uncomfortable with the 
hat wearers  who would have 
looked better in the stands at 
Wrigley Field, waiting for their 
hot dogs.”

It turns out that hat wear-
ing indoors has an almost vis-
ceral negative effect on many 
people. If you are one of those 
people, you might want to clip 
this column and the next time 
you notice a hat being worn in 

a restaurant or event, drop it at 
the feet of the offender….and 
run. But don’t forget your hat! 

Ginger Philbrick is the 
owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited to 
e-mail your manners questions 
to her and she will respond as 
time and space allow. You may 
contact her at youarepolite1@
verizon.net and visit her web-
site at becauseyouarepolite.
com. RSVP! 
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Use your Bank of Lancaster  
VISA® Debit Card as a  

credit card and receive  
$1.00 back for each purchase made 

from one of our merchants listed 
below from May 1 to May 31.* 
You’ll earn ScoreCard® Points  
and support our community.

great merchants.
right here.

great merchants.
right here.

happy 
spring.

PA RT I C I PAT I N G  V I S A ® M E R C H A N T S

  50 East Church Street
  Alderman’s Saw Shop, Inc.
  American Diesel Corp.
  Apex Truss
  Arco Roofing & Sheet Metal
  Art of Coffee
  Athena Vineyards and 
Winery
  BMT Services
  Back Inn Time
  Bay Auto Service Inc.
  Bay Flooring
  Bay Motel
  Beasley Concrete Inc.
  Big Red Flea
  Bluewater Seafood & Deli, 
Inc.
  Body Fit, Inc.
  Bucks View
  Burkes Jewelers Inc.
  Callao Dairy Freeze
  Calm Waters Rowing Co.
  Capt. Faunce Seafood Inc. – 
Warsaw & Montross
  Carousel Physical Therapy – 
Kilmarnock & Hartfield
  Chesapeake Accounting 
Group
  Chesapeake Cove Marina

  Chris Trimble’s Handcrafted 
Furniture
  ConSept LLC
  Creative Visions
  Crowther Heating & Air 
Conditioning
  Currie Funeral Home Inc.
  Curry & Curry
  Custom Yacht Service Inc.
  Cutz & Beyond
  D & A Enterprises
  Dawson’s Service Center
  Debbie’s Family Restaurant
  Dehnert & Clark Co. PC
  Diane Jackson Artist Studio 
& Gallery
  Digital Wisdom lnc.
  Earl Jenkins Masonry
  Eckhard’s Restaurant
  FabCad, Inc. (Internet)
  Face LLC
  Fleeton Fields Bed & 
Breakfast
  Flowers For the Four Seasons
  Franklin Sewing Machine and 
Clock
  Free-Range Coops 4 U
  General’s Ridge Vineyard and 
Tasting Room
  Grandma’s Jewelry Box

  Hair Design Studio
  Hale Auto Parts Inc.
  Hale Marine Parts Co.
  James F. Hamilton MD PLC
  Hang Ups
  David L. Harris, MD, LTD
  Hoskins Creek Table Co.
  House of Music
  Hubbard, Terry & Britt PC
  Jett’s Hardware
  Jewell’s Buildings
  J. Brooks Johnston III DDS 
LTD
  Juli Anne
  Just Avon
  Kilmarnock Body Shop
  Kilmarnock Inn
  Kilmarnock Planing Mill Inc.
  KIWS Rotary Club –  
Bay Seafood Festival
  Lamberth Bldg. Material
  Left Bank Gallery
  Le Nails
  Lenny’s Restaurant
  Lewis General Repair Inc.
  Lighthouse Thai & French 
Cuisine Restaurant
  Longaberger Independent 
Consultant – Peggy 
Mothershead

  Love My Plants
  Marine Fabricators Inc.
  Masterseal Home Products 
Distributor, Inc
  MDA Commonwealth 
Collection
  Meridian Group LTD 
(Meridian Yacht Charters)
  Military Miniatures
  Newell’s Auto Repair
  Michael D. Nickerson, DDS
  Northern Neck Mechanical
  Northern Neck Rotary Trust
  Northern Neck Seamless 
Gutter Service, Inc.
  Northern Neck Security, Inc.
  Objects
  Peggy Evans Garland, 
Attorney
  Pool Side Spas Inc
  Potomac Breeze Bed & 
Breakfast
  Precision Glass & More
  Premier Sailing
  RCC Educational Foundation
  R R Beasley Inc
  Ransone’s Nursery & 
Maintenance
  Rappahannock General 
Hospital

  Rappahannock Record Inc.
  Reedville Fishermen’s 
Museum & Gift Shop
  Regent Point Marina Inc
  Reuben Burton Inc.
  Ricks Watercraft & Cycle
  Rivah Antiques
  Rivah Consignments
  Ross’s Rings and Things LTD
  Rumsey and Butts PLC
  Sagittarius Unisex Hair Salon
  Sapidus Farm Inc.
  Sara Brown’s Salon
  Seaside Thai & French 
Cuisine
  Shear Pleasure
  Sight, Sound & Data 
Installations, LLC
  Southside Sentinel
  Steptoe’s Furniture Store LLC
  Symon’s Serves, Inc
  Synergy Global
  The Audiology Offices LLC –  
Kilmarnock, Gloucester & 
Warsaw
  The Box Boutique LLC
  The Business Center
  The Dandelion Inc.
  The Haven Shelter & 
Services

  The Highlander Studios
  The Inn at Levelfields
  The Lancaster Players
  The Monroe Bay Inn Bed & 
Breakfast
  The Pedestal Accessories 
and Gifts
  The Wharf
  Thomas Beasley Septic 
Systems
  Thomas Store, LLC
  Tides Inn
  Two River’s Communication
  Warsaw Glass Inc.
  Warsaw Small Engine Inc.
  Waterfields Family Market
  Weekends
  Robert S. Westbrook, DDS
  Westmoreland Players
  Whay’s TV
  White Stone Pharmacy
  Windows Direct of Eastern 
VA
  Windows on the Water – 
Yankee Point Sailboat Marina
  Yankee Point Sailboat Marina 
Inc
  Zekiah Glass

BankOfLancaster.com
*Receive $1.00 per transaction when you use your Check-n-Advantage® Debit Card at any participating merchant listed in 
this ad. Cash back will be applied weekly to your checking accounting associated with your Check-n-Advantage Debit Card.

plus a dollar back . . .
every time you shop.


