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LANCASTER—Representatives 
of Radio Communications of Virginia 
presented details last week of a $1.95 
million proposal to upgrade emergency 
radio communication among the coun-
ty’s sheriff’s office, emergency man-
agement services, rescue squads and 
fire departments, and the public school 
system.

The figure represents a $100,000 
reduction if the board acts before June 5.

Michael Bolton and Will Smithson 
said an additional tower will be added 
in Ottoman that would guarantee 95% 
coverage county-wide. 

In addition, it would provide reliable 
communication among units and dis-
patch, provide direct public safety com-

munication access for public schools, 
have the capability to interface with 
neighboring jurisdictions and allow for 
future upgrades and expansion.

“It will have a 15- to 20-year life 
span,” said Bolton. “It includes an 
alarm system that automatically notifies 
of any vandalism of towers.”

“We need to upgrade our communi-
cations system,” said District 5 super-
visor Wally Beauchamp. “But this is 
a $150 expenditure for every man, 
woman and child in this county.”

Supervisors took no action, but said 
they would review the proposal.

In other business, supervisors 
approved an addition to the build-
ing inspection policy that will require 
OSHA-approved steps and ladders at 
all building sites.

LANCASTER—There’s a new FM 
radio station coming to the White Stone 
area.

Supervisors last week authorized 
Robin and Robert Cunningham to erect 
up to a 100-foot antenna for a 100-watt 
transmission to reach a radius of 3.5 
miles. 

In comparison, in Kilmarnock, sta-
tion WIGO 104.9 has 4,100 watts and 
WKWI 101.7 has 2,200 watts. 

The tower will be on 21 acres off 
Cherry Point Road at the Rappahan-
nock River. Station call letters will be 
WWND-LP 103.9 and the service will 
be mainly controlled by computers.

According to Robin Cunningham, 
director of White Stone Radio Inc., the 
station will be nonprofit featuring shows 
by residents, organizations and schools 
and will broadcast 24 hours a day.

“We’ll offer internships, fishing 
reports, local weather and local events,” 
said Robin Cunningham. “We hope to 
be on the air by July.”

Attorney Rawleigh Simmons said 
the station will not interfere or bleed 
over onto any other radio or television 
station because of its “very narrow 
band width. A car stereo is 100 watts. 
(The antenna) can’t be turned into a 
cell tower...it’s truly a local station for 

people in the lower Northern Neck. 
Nobody’s going to get rich on it,” he 
explained.

County attorney Jim Cornwell deter-
mined that local regulatory authority 
was not preempted by federal regula-
tions...as is the case with HAM radio 
operations, said planning and land use 
director Don Gill. “As presented...this 
fits the ‘home occupation’ definition.”

Supervisors approved the request by 
a unanimous 5-0 vote.

In other business, supervisors voted 
to convey a 0.565-acre parcel at 79 
Emerald Lane from the Charles Henry 
Maiden estate to Pearline Yerby for the 
appraised value of $15,000. 

Supervisors also gave unanimous 
approval to the Lancaster County Elec-
toral Board to hold a public hearing to 
relocate three polling sites prior to the 
November election. 

The board wants to move precinct 
301 from the White Stone firehouse to 
White Stone United Methodist Church; 
precinct 402 from Kilmarnock-Lan-
caster Volunteer Rescue Squad to 
Grace Episcopal Church; and precinct 
302 from Grace Episcopal to Kilmar-
nock Baptist Church in order to accom-
modate precinct 402, said secretary 
Marilyn McGlamary.

The goal is to facilitate better and 
safer parking and larger facilities.

Florence Wright of Morattico reached her 100-year mile-
stone on April 30, 2015.

Mrs. Wright lives in Morattico with her husband, Robert. 
She has one daughter, Beatrice Gaskins of Weems; and 
seven grandchildren, Sandra Smyre, Stanley Gaskins, 
Faith Waddy (Pernell), Terry Gaskins, Sherry Gregory 
(Melvin) of Weems, Capt. Matt Gaskins of Lake Charles, 
La., and Vincent Gaskins of Jacksonville, Fla.

She has three stepdaughters, Valeria Conaway, Pamela 
Plumber and Arlene Mitchell; and three stepsons, Robert 
Henderson, Carl Conaway and Harold Gordon of Warsaw. 

Nothing brings her more joy than visits from her family 
where they have six generations in attendance, said Faith 
Waddy. She is a great-great-great-grandmother.

A service honoring Mrs. Wright’s 100th birthday will be 
held at 2 p.m. Sunday, May 10, at Beulah Baptist Church, 
4448 Mary Ball Road, Lively. Anyone who would like to 
come and honor Mrs. Wright is welcome.

Mrs. Wright is known for her cheerful disposition, lively 
humor, charming personality and love for Beulah Baptist 
Church where she attends regularly, said Waddy.

She also is known for her stylish way of dressing and her 
numerous hats in all sizes, shapes and colors.

Mrs. Wright is doing remarkably well for her age and 
does everything for herself, continued Waddy. She gets her 
own groceries, washes her own clothes, cleans her house 
and works in her flowers.

She reads every word of the Rappahannock Record and 
other area newspapers and the Richmond Times-Dispatch. 

She often comments on things she reads when she sees 
people she read about in the paper, said Waddy. 

She especially enjoys family dinners at her house and 
going to cookouts in the community with family and 

friends. She also likes to attend gospel music concerts.
Mrs. Wright worked for many years as a crab picker for 

RCV Seafood when it was in operation.
“When you enter the doors of Mrs. Wright’s house, you 

will usually smell the fragrance of home-cooked meals,” 
said Waddy. “You will also see pictures of her daughter 
and grandchildren placed lovingly on the tables, shelves 
and walls, and you will also hear her on the days when Jeff 
Gordon, NASCAR icon, is racing shouting ‘Go Jeff! Go 
Jeff!’until he wins the race.” 

Gordon is her favorite celebrity. She has followed his 
racing career and has been noted as his number one fan. On 
April 25, 2015, Mrs. Wright was surprised by some of her 
family members with a one-on-one visit with Gordon at the 
Richmond Raceway, said Waddy.

He was extremely pleased to meet his number one fan 
and asked how Mrs. Wright got interested in NASCAR 
racing. 

“I don’t know when I started liking racing. All I know is 
I don’t want anyone to beat you! I get mad when someone 
beats you,” said Mrs. Wright.

“I do too, Mrs. Wright,” replied Gordon.
He autographed pictures for Mrs. Wright where he wrote, 

“You are the best, Mrs. Wright!” After taking pictures and 
recording videos, Mrs. Wright left saying that she had “a 
time” talking to Jeff Gordon. She is still talking about her 
experience of meeting her favorite celebrity and is still 
rooting for Gordon whenever she watches him on televi-
sion.

REEDVILLE—The Chesapeake Bay fish-
ing community on May 2 celebrated the 45th 
annual Blessing of the Fleet ceremony at the old 
Morris-Fisher factory tall stack, 610 Menhaden 
Road, Reedville.

Sponsored by St. Mary’s Church-Fleeton, 
Omega Protein Inc. and the Reedville Fisher-
men’s Museum, the blessing marks the opening 
of the fishing season on the Chesapeake Bay.

Omega Protein president and chief executive 
officer Bret Scholtes spoke about the fishing 
industry and the Northern Neck in his keynote 
address.

“It’s one of the only industries you can prob-
ably think of today that continues to be success-
ful and thrive over a century later,” Scholtes 
said. “It’s amazing the way that generation after 
generation has come along to make it stronger.”

Scholtes recently bought a house in Reedville.
The ceremony included blessings for the 

ships, buoys, planes, pilots, nets, workers, and 
prayers for an abundant harvest and for those 
lost at sea.

Charlie and Joseph Biddlecomb, represent-
ing their father, honorary harbormaster Fred 
Biddlecomb who died in January, cast a wreath 
into the waters of Cockrell Creek in memory of 
those lost at sea.

Before the ceremony, Omega Protein invited 
family members and the press to ride on the 
Fleeton, one of its f ishing boats. 

See RRecord.com for a slideshow
of the day’s events.

Cockrell Creek is crowded with boats near the old Morris-Fisher factory tall stack in Reedville for the 
45th annual Blessing of the Fleet on May 3. View a related slideshow at RRecord.com. Photo by Renss Green

Company reps explain
proposed communications 
upgrade to county officials

by Audrey Thomasson

Service honoring Florence Wright slated for Sunday at Beulah Baptist

From left are NASCAR driver Jeff Gordon and his 
“number one fan,” Florence Wright.

Omega Protein CEO cites legacy of 
generations as fishing season begins

Carter Diehl looks out at the Tidelands, the largest 

from the crow’s nest of the Fleeton.

Charlie and Joseph Biddlecomb, representing their 
father, the late Capt. Fred Biddlecomb, cast a wreath 
onto the water in honor of those lost at sea.

by Renss Greene

Lancaster supervisors 
approve radio antenna

by Audrey Thomasson
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Art Exhibit, May 1 - 30

Marge Alderson
Favorite Places and Things

WHITE STONE—Lancaster 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Robert Cunningham recently 
announced he will seek re-
election to a second term as the 
county’s prosecutor. Cunning-
ham was first elected in 2011.

Cunningham said he has 
worked closely with local law 
enforcement during his first 
term to help keep Lancaster 
families safe, and has earned a 
reputation as a prosecutor com-
mitted to equal and fair justice 
for all. Working with the Boys 
and Girls Club, he has helped 
mentor area youths to ensure 
they stay on the right track and 
he has maintained an open-

WEEMS—Joan Kent, a 
32-year veteran of law enforce-
ment in Lancaster County, 
recently announced she intends to 
file the necessary papers as a can-
didate for Lancaster Sheriff in the 
November 3 General Election.

“Being a sheriff in the 21st 
century is much more than just 
being a law man or woman,” said 
Kent. “It requires progressive 
thinking and hands-on experi-
ence in order to outsmart crimi-
nals who are becoming more and 
more resourceful. It takes strong 
leadership in combination with 
a professional team of deputies 
who know the people we serve 
and are diligent in protecting the 
county we love.”  

Kent was hired by former 
Sheriff Jack Hammel in 1983 
as a dispatcher and correctional 
officer. Since that time she has 
worked in almost every area of 
the sheriff’s office. She excelled 
to become sergeant in charge 
of the jail and communications, 

and was later promoted to field 
deputy working civil process, the 
courts and patrol. She received 
her master deputy status and was 
promoted to the criminal inves-
tigation division, specializing in 
narcotics but working every type 
of crime from murders, rapes, 
robberies, home invasions and 

child abuse to larcenies. 
“I have obtained confessions 

from the worst of the worst, such 
as the serial rapist who terrorized 
the town of Kilmarnock several 
years ago,” said Kent.

She has been instrumental in 
closing many cases, including 
the rape of an elderly Lively resi-
dent, and also has taken on cases 
that others have left behind such 
as the shooting death of Jasmine 
Smith, she said.     

  Kent has been sworn with the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) and the Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA) and is cross-
sworn with Richmond County 
Sheriff’s Office and Northumber-
land County Sheriff’s Office.

“I have worked complex crimi-
nal cases on a local and federal 
level for many years, building 
positive relationships that aid 
Lancaster County in fighting 
crime. Over the years, my sei-
zures of cash, automobiles and 
other property associated with 

illegal drug sales have profited 
Lancaster Sheriff’s Department 
with thousands of dollars in for-
feitures,” said Kent.

She was instrumental in bring-
ing the Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education Program (DARE) to 
Lancaster schools and was one of 
the first instructors.

She gained leadership skills 
throughout her years as sergeant 
in charge of the jail and commu-
nications, then later as co-com-
mander of a successful multi-
jurisdictional drug task force. 

Kent studied criminal justice 
at Rappahannock Community 
College and graduated from 
Rappahannock Criminal Justice 
Academy at the top of her class in 
both jailor and law enforcement, 
receiving honors in each. She is 
certified to fly armed on com-
mercial airlines in the transport of 
prisoners across state lines.

She is trained as a first 
responder for school crisis situ-
ations with an active shooter, 

first responder to mobile and 
stationary meth labs, is a certi-
fied instructor and member of 
the Crisis Intervention Team. She 
holds many other certifications.

“As sheriff, I would like the 
department to partner with the 
school system in programs that 
will give our children alterna-
tives to a life of crime so that 
they aren’t graduating from high 
school and into our jail. Great 
schools and a safe environment 
will benefit economic develop-
ment by paving the way for new 
job opportunities in our commu-
nity,”  said Kent.

One area of special concern 
for Kent is that females should 
be better represented on the force 
with specific training in working 
with victims of sexual assault, 
she said.

Kent is running as an inde-
pendent candidate because she 
believes the sheriff has an obli-
gation to protect citizens with-
out bias. “A sheriff must remain 

neutral and not seek political 
endorsements,” she said.

“I may not be as well-known as 
some of my opponents, but I have 
been on the front line of fight-
ing crime in this community for 
32 years and seeking justice for 
every victim no matter what their 
race, age, sex or socioeconomic 
status,”  said Kent.

“We are at a crossroad for 
choosing the course law enforce-
ment will take in this county. I will 
bring integrity, effective leader-
ship, and progressive thinking as 
your working sheriff,” she said.

Kent is married to Wayne 
Kent, an employee of the town 
of Kilmarnock. She is the daugh-
ter of the late James A. Norris, a 
Korean War veteran and water-
man. Her mother, the late Doris 
Haynie Norris, lost her life to a 
drunk driver when Kent was 6 
years old.

She lives at her homeplace in 
Weems and attends Claybrook 
Baptist Church.

MOLLUSK—Bonnie J. D. 
Haynie recently announced her 
candidacy for election to another 
term as Lancaster County Trea-
surer, an office she has held for 
six years.

“It would be an honor and 
a distinct privilege to continue 
serving the citizens of Lancaster 
County as their county treasurer,” 
Haynie said. “Through my expe-
rience in the office, it’s one I 
know well.

“In the next four years, new 
automation technology is being 
developed that will upgrade 
the operation of the Lancaster 
County treasurer’s office. These 
emerging new systems will 
greatly increase efficiencies in 
the office.  I look forward to the 
opportunities that represents.”

The election will be held 
November 3.

Haynie was employed in the 
county administration office 
before winning a special 2006 
election for Lancaster County 
Treasurer following the retire-
ment of the previous county trea-
surer. She was re-elected in 2011.

In 2008, Haynie was certified 
as a Master Governmental Trea-
surer through study at the Weldon 
Cooper Center for Public Service 
of the University of Virginia. She 
said she has continued her educa-
tion regularly to bring the highest 
level of professionalism and cus-
tomer service to the treasurer’s 
office.

Haynie serves as Tidewater 
District chairman on the board of 

Joan Kent announces candidacy for Lancaster County Sheriff

Joan Kent

Cunningham to seek re-election as
Lancaster Commonwealth’s Attorney

Robert Cunningham

door policy so citizens can talk 
with him directly about issues 
of concern.

“I am committed to the people 
of Lancaster County,” Cunning-
ham said. “In partnership with 
our valiant local law enforce-
ment officers, I have prosecuted 
criminals who would threaten 
the safety of our county through 
violent crime, drug dealing or 
drunk driving.

“But I am equally as proud of 
our youth program that I have 
made a priority since day one, 
working with our schools and 
the Boys and Girls Club, to help 
our young people observe our 
legal system and make the good 
choices that will put them on a 
path to success in the future,

“And, the open-door policy I 
have implemented for my office 
allows any citizen to discuss 
with me those things that are of 
concern to them.  As a result, 
Lancaster County citizens and 
members of law enforcement 
know for certain that cases in 
the Lancaster Commonwealth 
Attorney’s Office will be han-
dled firmly, but fairly.”

Cunningham, who lives in 
White Stone with his wife, 
Robin, and young son, is a Lan-
caster native. He is the son of 
the late Dr. James K. Cunning-
ham, retired health director of 
the Northern Neck and retired 
U.S. Navy captain, and the 
late Ann W. Cunningham.  As 

the son and grandson of career 
military officers, Cunning-
ham enlisted in the U.S. Army 
Reserves during the Persian 
Gulf War.  

Cunningham serves as a 
deacon in White Stone Bap-
tist Church, is a member of 
Lancaster Masonic Lodge 88, 
and Lancaster County Moose 
Lodge.

Cunningham is a former fed-
eral prosecutor, having served 
as a special assistant U.S. attor-
ney for Virginia’s Eastern Dis-
trict. Cunningham said he will 
seek the endorsement of the 
Lancaster County Republican 
Committee at its May 19 Mass 
Meeting and the votes of Lan-
caster County citizens in the 
November 3 General Election.

Haynie announces 
re-election campaign
for Lancaster Treasurer

Bonnie Haynie

the Treasurers Association of Vir-
ginia, representing the counties of 
Caroline, King and Queen, King 
William, Mathews, Northumber-
land, Westmoreland, Essex, King 
George, Middlesex, Richmond 
and Lancaster. She also is the liai-
son to the retired treasurers.

This year Haynie served on the 
audit committee of the Virginia 
State Compensation Board and 
she is a former member of the 
association’s legislative commit-
tee. She serves on the committee 
planning the association’s 86th 
annual conference coming in 
June 2016 in Fredericksburg.

Haynie lives in Corrotoman 
by the Bay with her husband, 
Norman, and son, James Coates. 
Her daughter, Marissa, recently 
completed her sophomore year 
at Christopher Newport Univer-
sity.

I RV I N G T O N — To w n 
council will hold a public hear-
ing Thursday, May 14, in the 
Town Hall, 235 Steamboat Road, 
Irvington. The meeting will begin 
at 6:30 p.m.

Members will consider a pro-
posed amendment to the business 
district ordinance to allow high-
density development on commer-
cial property with a minimum 
size of 20 acres.

LANCASTER—The board 
of supervisors will hold 
a work session on the 2015-
16 county budget at 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, May 11, at the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster school board will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Monday, May 
11, in the Lancaster Middle 
School media center, 191 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

Spanish teacher Amanda Moss 
will give a presentation on a stu-
dent trip to Nicaragua. Also on 
the agenda is a request for a field 
trip by JROTC, staff approval for 
next term and a second reading 
on proposed policies. 

The meeting will be followed 

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 
p.m. Thursday, May 14, at the 
County Courts Building, 39 Judi-
cial Place in Heathsville.

Public hearings slated for 7 
p.m. will address requests from:

White to operate a service station 
at 16694 Northumberland High-
way.

-
ate a commercial kennel at 1906 
Walmsley Road. 

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school 
board will meet at 6 p.m. 
Monday, May 11, at the school 
board office, 2172 Northumber-
land Highway, Lottsburg.

The board will hear presenta-
tions on the Watch Dogs program, 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation Fox 
Island, and a trip to Spain. 

The SOL test schedule will be 
presented as will a tentative 2015-
16 bus chart. 

COLONIAL BEACH—
The Potomac River Crab 
Advisory Committee will 
meet at 6 p.m. Monday, May 11, 
in the John T. Parran Hearing 
Room of the PRFC Office Build-
ing, 222 Taylor Street, Colonial 
Beach.

There will be an update on the 
crab harvest and the 2014/2015 
winter crab dredge survey results. 
There also will be a discus-
sion on the current season and 
the upcoming 2015/2016 crab 
management year, July 1, 2015 
through June  30, 2016.

The committee also will dis-
cuss possible changes to hard 
crab minimum size, crab pot 
transfers, a vacancy for lower 
river peeler potter, and the elec-
tion of new officers.

WHITE STONE—Town 
council will conduct a first 
reading of its 2016 budget at 7 
p.m. May 7 in the Town Hall, 
433 Rappahannock Drive, White 
Stone. Council will discuss pro-
jected expenditures. 

In April, town manager Pat-
rick Frere presented council a 
draft listing proposed revenues of 
$155,375 for the 2016 budget. 

Council also will schedule a 
related public hearing as well as 
a hearing on proposed planning 
commission ordinances involv-
ing conditional zoning requests 
and site plan requests, according 
to Frere. 

In other housekeeping matters, 
council will schedule a manage-
ment team meeting and hear a 
report from Frere regarding sales 
of town tags.

The Agenda
Local Government News

by a closed session dealing with 
personnel performance, a student 
matter and real estate acquisition.

■ Red Cross responds
Northumberland County 

Chapter of the American Red 
Cross volunteers responded at 
6 a.m. Thursday, April 29, to a 
mobile home fire in the Heaths-
ville area. A family of six (five 
children and one adult) was 
displaced by the fire.

The Red Cross assisted with 
emergency housing, clothing 
and food.

NEWS 
BREAK

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Marilyn ext. 11
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Customer
Appreciation

Day!
Saturday, May 9
7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Route 360 in Lottsburg
www.AllisonsAceHardware.com

We appreciate your
support throughout

the year!

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS

WE BUY ANTIQUES
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  

804-435-1207 
www.virginia-antiques.com

www.deedavidandco.com

We Design Kitchens, Bathrooms, 

Laundry Rooms, Outdoor Kitchens 

and more!
Call to schedule an in-home consultation

or to visit the Studio in Lottsburg.
–804-724-0829–

K I L M A R N O C K — R a p -
pahannock Pistol and Rifle 
Club on May 30 will conduct 
Refuse To Be A Victim®, 
a nationally acclaimed and 
award-winning crime pre-
vention and personal safety 
seminar.

The course will be offered 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Lancaster Community 
Library, 235 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

Attendees at a recent 
seminar learned methods 
to identify dangerous situ-
ations and avoid criminal 
confrontations in the home, 
while in public places, at 
work, while traveling, and in 
the cyber connected world, 
reported vice president and 
certif ied NRA instructor 
Bob Heller.

He and Sue Golembicki 
teach that the most important 
factor in surviving a criminal 
attack is to have an overall 
safety strategy before it is 
needed, said Heller.  

Topics address personal 
safety issues in the home, in 
the automobile and in public 
places, he said. Telephone, 
technological and travel 
security are discussed.  

Seminar participants are 
presented with a variety of 
common-sense crime pre-
vention and personal safety 
strategies and provided a 
display of devices they may 
integrate into their daily 
lives improving their per-
sonal security. 

Refuse To Be A Victim® 
was developed by the 
National Rifle Association in 
1996 in response to nation-
wide requests for crime pre-
vention seminars. While the 
program is developed and 
conducted by the NRA, it is 
not a firearms-related pro-
gram. 

The seminar is open to the 
public with a fee of $35 which 
includes all program materials 
and light refreshments. The 
seminar also will be offered 

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins this week reported charges 
against six individuals.
Felonies

William Gayle Sanford, 43, of Irvington on 
May 1 was served with a direct indictment from 
the Northumberland Multi-Jurisdictional Grand 
Jury for possession of a firearm while in posses-
sion of a Schedule II controlled substance. San-
ford also was charged May 1 with two felony 
counts of possession of a controlled substance 
and possession of marijuana. These were Lan-
caster County charges.

James Daniel Parsons, 44, of Heathsville was 

charged May 1 with aggravated sexual battery.
Tenniel Ball, 28, of Lancaster was charged 

May 2 with possession of a Schedule I or II 
drug, possession of marijuana and trespassing 
on church property.
Misdemeanors

A Callao man, 23, was charged April 27 with 
possession of marijuana (second offense) and 
driving suspended. He was charged by the Vir-
ginia State Police.

A Lottsburg man, 53, was charged May 3 with 
driving under the influence and reckless driving.

A Heathsville man, 19, was charged May 4 
with criminal trespass.

Smith Point Sea Rescue 
vice president Jim Bull-
ard reported crews responded 
to the following calls for assis-
tance. 

April 18: At 8 p.m., a boater 
called for assistance from Sandy 
Point on the Great Wicomico 
River. Rescue I was dispatched 
to assist. On approach the boater 
called to inform Rescue I that 
he was being assisted by a local 
boater and was safe. Time on 
call, 1 hour.

April 18: At 5:55 p.m., 
the sheriff’s office dispatched 
Rescue III to assist a 50-foot 
buyboat near buoy #7 on the 
Potomac River. The captain 
reported he had lost electrical 
power to the wheelhouse, leav-
ing him without lights or navi-
gation. Rescue III escorted the 
boat to Olverson’s Marina where 
repairs were made. Time on call, 
3½ hours.

April 19: At 10:50 a.m. 
Rescue III responded to a 25-foot 
powerboat stranded off Ragged 
Point in the Potomac River. The 
boat with three aboard had lost 
steering and was towed to Coles 

Point Marina for repairs. Time 
on call, 2 hours.

April 26: At 12:30 p.m. 
Rescue III was dispatched to 
assist a 34-foot sailboat adrift 
at the Birthday Cake on the 
Potomac River. The boat’s 
engine quit and with no wind 
was unable to make way. Rescue 
III towed the boat to Olverson’s 
Marina and inserted it into its 
slip. Time on call, 1½ hours.

April 29: At 8 p.m. the sher-
iff’s office requested assistance 
to remove a crewman from a 
60-foot tugboat. The tug was 
traveling north up the Chesa-
peake Bay towing a barge. 
There had just been a fatal acci-
dent in the family of the crew-
man. Rescue I intercepted the 
tug near GWB#1. With both 
vessels underway, the crewman 
was retrieved and returned to 
Reedville where a member of 
Sea Rescue drove him to his 
parent’s home. Time on call, 2 
hours.

April 30: At 10 a.m. Rescue I 
was dispatched to assist a 29-foot 
sailboat in Cockrell Creek. The 
captain reported his engine had 

failed. Rescue I towed the sail-
boat to a private dock in Cock-
rell Creek. Time on call, 1 hour.

Smith Point Sea Rescue can 
be reached on channel 16 or 
by calling 911. Rescue I and 
Rescue II are based on the Great 
Wicomico River and Rescue III 
is on Lodge Creek off of the Yeo-
comico River.

Announcing the 80th anniversary grand prize
The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department recently unveiled this grand prize in the 

will be available from KVFD members, at upcoming special events and at the carnival 
July 30 through August 8 at 200 Waverly Avenue, Kilmarnock. The car is provided by 
KVFD and Northern Neck Chevrolet. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

THIRD ANNUAL

May 16, 2015 - Urbanna Town Marina
Urbanna Cup Boat Races 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

www.urbannacup.com

Food: Carytown Burgers and Fries - Boardwalk
Music Under The Stars 7  - 9 p.m.at the Town Marina 

featuring Fillmore

All are invited to attend these free, 
family-friendly events held at the 
Urbanna waterfront.  Coolers are 
not permitted. Parking is available 
throughout the town of Urbanna with 
shuttle service provided to the Town 
Marina.

NORTHUMBERLAND SHERIFF’S REPORT

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE REPORT

Crime prevention, safety seminar set May 30
July 22 and 29, September 19 
and November 7. 

Pre-registration is requested. 

To register, visit refuse.nra.org/
refuse-to-be-a-victim.aspx, or 
rprclub.com.

NEWS BREAK
■ Mass Meeting

Lancaster County Repub-
licans will conduct a Mass 
Meeting at 7 p.m. May 19 at 
the Chesapeake Bank Train-
ing Center, 51 School Street, 
Kilmarnock, to nominate 
Republican candidates to run 
for local offices in the Novem-
ber 3 general election. Voters 
should be prepared to show 
picture identification at regis-
tration. There is no registration 
fee required.

Candidates must pre-file 
their intentions with Party 
Chairman Susan Clingan, 
1101 James B. Jones Memo-

rial Highway, Kilmarnock 
VA 22482. A pre-filing fee of 
$100, payable to the Lancaster 
County Republican Commit-
tee and sent with the letter of 
intent, is required. The pre-fil-
ing deadline is 5 p.m. May 12.

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RappRecord.com

Dead l ine:  Tuesday  a t  noon
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Farm & Home Supply, LLC
469 N. Main St., PO Box 249, Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

Phone: (804) 435-3177

M-F: 7:30 am - 5:30 pm, Sat: 7:30 am - 5 pm

SOUTHERN
STATES

SOUTHERN
STATES

MOTHER’S DAY SALE
3  days only - May 7, 8, 9, Thursday, Friday & Saturday

Look for other 
great buys 
throughout 
the store!

Many more great Mother’s Day specials throughout the store!

12” Annual
Pots

$19.99
2 cu ft

102-04183

Roses
3-gal bucket

$19.99

Hanging
Baskets
$9.99

Miracle Gro 
Potting Mix
$10.99

Rappahannock Concerts proudly presents…

THE JEFF LITTLE TRIO
Rockabilly - Blues - Bluegrass

Saturday, May 16th – 7:30 PM
Northumberland HS Performing Arts Theater - Heathsville

$25 Adults – Students 18 and Under FREE!

Go to our website at 
www.rappahannockconcerts.org 
and use your credit card via Paypal.  

1-866-217-8149

When I was a child growing 
up in Los Angeles, we had a 
chicken coop in our back yard. 
I have wonderful memories of 
helping my mother gather up 
warm eggs from their nests. But 
more than that, I learned respect 
for the animals that provide our 
food.  

Over the past few years, back-
yard chickens have experienced 
a resurgence in popularity across 
America—even in towns and 
cities where you may run into 
restrictions, especially on noisy 
roosters.

“We got into it because 
we wanted fresh eggs,” said 
Monique Warren of Weems, a 
recent transplant with husband, 
Joe, from Northport, N.Y. 
Among the belongings they 
brought with them are a hen-
house and a couple of hens, and 
now the family is increasing. 

Monique said the big person-
ality traits are already displayed 
in each of her 4-week-old chicks 
still under a heat lamp in her 
mud room. She named the girls 
Phoebe, Dot, Mae, Bonnie and 
Dolly. Joe dubbed the blond 
Marilyn. 

Fresh eggs are incredibly rich 
in flavor, appearance and texture 
and can come in a variety of 
colors, depending on the variety 
of hen. The shell is thicker and 
harder to crack or peel. The yolk 
is a vibrant orange and resilient 
enough not to break easily, while 
the white is thick and never 
runny.

The quality of feed will influ-
ence the nutritional content of 
the yoke. They’ll eat leftover 
vegetables, fruits, grasses, 
weeds, bugs, and grain. A well-
fed hen will produce an egg 
nutritionally superior to its con-
ventional counterpart. 

Researchers at Pennsylvania 
State University found eggs 
from pasture-raised hens have 
two times the amount of vita-
min E, more than two times the 
omega-3 fatty acids, and a lower 
ratio of omega-6 to omega-3 
fatty acids than conventionally 
produced eggs.

Egg production depends on 
the hen and the breed of chicken. 
Some aren’t very productive, 
while others will produce an egg 
a day. 

“No matter where they are, 
families who want to eat better 
and live life...on their own terms 
are learning more about fresh, 

Backyard egg trend is growing locally

Debbie Hamilton feeds her free range hens and roosters 
in front of their walk-in hen house.

Monique Warren holds 
her hen, Flo. “She has 
extremely soft, silky 
feathers,” she said.

The Hamilton Holy Hen House is movable, similar to a 
wheelbarrow, and available for purchase.

by Audrey Thomasson

local eggs and driving interest 
in raising chickens,” said Ken 
Wilmes, senior vice president 
and general merchandise man-
ager at Tractor Supply, a farm-
ing and rural lifestyle retail 
store. “Our survey shows that 
more than a third of Americans 
personally know someone who 
owns chickens...and more than 
half said they have tried a farm-
fresh egg directly from a local 
chicken.”

The top reason for starting 
a backyard flock is access to 
homegrown, fresh eggs, accord-
ing to the survey. Other benefits 
listed included utilizing chickens 
to eat bugs and backyard pests 
such as weeds, as well as using 
nutrient-rich chicken droppings 
for garden fertilizer.

Start-up
Debbie and Jim Hamilton of 

Kilmarnock are making it easy 
for anyone to start a back-yard 
chicken coop. 

Debbie designs coops after 
interesting structures and Jim 
cuts the patterns and puts them 
together. They have perfected 
mobile coops that are light-
weight and easy to maneuver. 

“Jim’s the carpenter. Whatever 
I want, he just says, ‘Yes, dear,’” 
said Debbie.

Bird houses have nothing on 
the Hamilton coops. A likeness 
of Irvington Baptist Church is 
called “The Holy Hen House,” 
and comes complete with 
stained glass windows. There’s 
also a red barn they call the “Red 
Rooster Inn” and a blue “B & 
B.”

Each structure is large enough 
to accommodate three or four 
chickens. A package price of 
$550 includes a coop and three 
laying hens. They even make 
completely screened-in runs for 
foraging in the grass. 

An old shed or playhouse can 
be converted into a fine coop. 
However, safeguard the health 
of the flock by steering clear of 
harmful chemical treated lumber 
and lead paint.

Chris Valdrighi and his daugh-
ter, Rachael, of Weems bought a 
used coop and feathered it with 
bright colors that make egg col-
lecting fun. With four chickens 
they’re averaging four eggs a day.

“We got them through the 
winter, too,” said Chris. 

Their coop is in a shady area, 
under a tree with a leafy canopy 

to keep the flock cool in summer 
and allow sunshine to stream 
through bare branches in winter. 
By elevating the nesting area 
floor, the flock’s feet stay dry 
during wet weather.
Care

According to Debbie, egg 
production tapers off when hens 
don’t catch enough rays, which 
is why some hens stop laying in 
winter. Mood lighting inside the 
coop can help compensate for 
shorter days. Bluish-white light 
won’t trigger laying. Stick with 
warm glows. 

Sturdy wicker baskets padded 
with straw make perfect nests 
and wooden closet rods make 
great perches for sleeping.

With up to 40 chickens, 
Debbie is a geyser of informa-
tion on the subject. She says 
hens are easy to keep. 

“Hens never stop eating,” she 
said. Make sure they have plenty 
of food and water. Check for 
eggs daily and clean out smaller 
coops every week to 10 days. 
And if you let them “free-range” 
you may have to hose off the 
back patio and pathways fre-
quently.

They are excellent at catching 
and eating mice and snakes in 
the field, say “egg-sperts.”

However, chickens are easy 
prey for nocturnal critters like 
raccoons, opossums, owls and 
foxes, warns Debbie. Keep them 
safe by locking them in at night 
using animal-proof latches, 
like metal barrel-bolts, on their 
coops. Even during the day, they 
are a target of hawks and other 
large birds. Throw a net over the 
pen to keep their yard safe. And 
beware of the neighbor’s dog.

“We only let our chickens out 
when we’re out with them,” said 
Monique. “They’re very social 
and will join us for our cocktail 
hour.”

Not ready to commit? Debbie 
has a rental package of about 
$125 a month, which includes 
three hens, coop, play pen, food 
and food containers. The price 
would apply to the purchase. 

Some experts warn moving 
could result in loss of produc-
tion. But Debbie said one cus-
tomer who moved called to say 
the hens were laying eggs that 
same afternoon. 

You can catch Debbie at 
Tractor Supply stores during 
“chicken swaps” and at the July 
Irvington Farmers’ Market. She 
can also be reached through 
Farm and Home Supply in 
Kilmarnock.

Egg terms
Cage-free

Eggs termed “cage-free” means the hens can roam and roost 
freely within the poultry house. 
Free-range

“Free-range” refers to cage-free hens that also have some 

Organic eggs

diets in which the grain and other ingredients were grown with-
out the use of herbicides or pesticides. “Organic” is regulated 
by the USDA and products must display a USDA organic seal 
to indicate their production facilities have been inspected and 
approved. Absence of hormones and antibiotics is a standard 
applied to all eggs, according to the Egg Nutrition Center.
Grades

The grade of the egg on the carton, such as “Grade A,” does 
not refer to egg safety, but to the physical condition of the egg. 
All grades are edible and nutritious.
Backyard eggs

In almost all cases, farm-raised and backyard eggs are not pas-
teurized, which is the process of heating an egg to kill bacteria 
that might be inside. Recipes calling for raw or undercooked 
eggs should be prepared using pasteurized eggs or egg products 
and not farm-fresh eggs, according to the USDA Food Safety 
and Inspection Service. Also, wash fresh eggs thoroughly before 
using.

CHARLOTTESVILLE—Vir-
ginia’s 4 p.m. Burn Law, which 
is in effect from February 15 
through April 30 each year, has 
ended for this year as spring wild-
fire season concluded last Thurs-
day. Spring is always an active 
time for wildfires in Virginia as 
warm, dry air, high winds and dry 
leaves, grass and tree limbs make 
conditions ripe for fire.

During the 2015 spring 
wildfire season, VDOF crews 
responded to 338 wildfires that 
burned a total of 3,468 acres of 
forestland. VDOF wildland fire-
fighters protected 295 homes and 

Spring wildfire season ends in Virginia
261 other structures. The value 
of the homes and structures pro-
tected exceeds $50 million.

“This year’s figures are a little 
below average,” said director of 
resource protection John Miller. 
“We had some significant snow-
falls along with a fair amount 
of rain since January 1st, which 
helped keep the number of fire 
occurrences and acres burned on 
the lower end of the scale.” 

“The number one cause of 
wildfires this spring remained the 
burning of trash or yard debris,” 
said Miller. “Each and every one 
of these wildfires could have 

been prevented, and no lives or 
property would have been put at 
risk if people took the proper pre-
cautions and heeded the weather 
reports before they started their 
fires.”

Miller reminds everyone that 
just because the “official” spring 
fire season has ended and that 
burning is again allowed before 4 
p.m. tha they should still be care-
ful with fire and pay attention to 
the weather conditions. If humid-
ity levels are low and winds are 
over 15 miles per hour, postpone 
burning activities until conditions 
improve, he said.
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Northern Neck Association of Realtors
THE

2014 SALES 
AWARDS

RUBY

DIAMOND

PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER BRONZE

would like to congratulate Realtors® who have earned 
awards for outstanding sales performance in 2014

GREG CORSA
Shore Realty

JOE EMERSON
Middle Bay Realty

REBECCA HAYNIE
Coldwell Banker 

Chesapeake Bay Properties

GEORGE 
ENGLISH

Bay River Realty

PAM NELSON
Middle Bay Realty

DEBBIE NEWSOME
Van Land Realty

P.D. O’KEEFE
Coldwell Banker  

Chesapeake Bay Properties

ROBBIE BOOTH
Shore Realty

JIMMY COATES
Exit Mid Rivers Realty

LAWRENCE 
BARRACK

Jim & Pat Carter  
Real Estate

BO BRAGG
Bragg & Company

JOE HUNT
Coldwell Banker  

Chesapeake Bay Properties

HUNTER LAW
Isabell K. Horsley  

Real Estate

HOLLY RITTENHOUSE
Coldwell Banker  

Chesapeake Bay Properties

NEENA RODGERS
Isabell K. Horsley  

Real Estate

KENNY 
KUYKENDALL
Middle Bay Realty

PATRICIA MEEKER
Coldwell Banker 

Chesapeake Bay Properties

SANDRA HARGETT
Coldwell Banker  

Chesapeake Bay Properties

KEVIN 
KUYKENDALL
Middle Bay Realty

BARBARA JEAN 
LEFON 

Rivah Realty

TERESA RUSS
Exit Mid Rivers Realty

BLISS COATES
Bay River Realty

TRAVIS 
POWELL

Select Properties

STEVE JONES
Middle Bay Realty

DOTTIE  
MACDONALD

Jim & Pat Carter  
Real Estate

RANDALL 
SINGHAS
Rivah Realty

CATHY ROWE
Select Properties

JASON PATTON
Bay River Realty

PATTI MINOR
Hometown Realty

This awards program is on a voluntary basis. There may be some recipients who are qualified but have elected not to participate.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

The fun of living lies in the unending 
course of meeting new challenges and 

opportunities, all of which serve to keep one 
young, both intellectually and physically. 
Anna Powstanski illustrated that concept 
throughout her life. When she and her late 
husband, Frank, retired to move to the North-
ern Neck, she left behind a position as a 
librarian at the National Defense University.  

Librarians are precise people, finding their 
niches in producing order out of chaos, pur-
pose out of disarray, and substance out of 
amorphous material. Arriving here over 20 
years ago, Anna was not ready for “retire-
ment;” indeed until she died last week at the 
age of 85, she never was prepared to “retire.”

From her home in Mob Neck, off the 
Potomac in Northumberland County, she 
began looking for local employment. She 
found it with Dr. John H. Harding Jr., as an 
assistant in his dental office in Burgess. She 
quickly transferred her library skills to the 
dental profession, learning all the terms and 
tools, welcoming patients, calling them with 
reminders, and thoroughly enjoying being of 
service to others.

In 1991 Dr. Harding retired, and Anna re-

entered the pool of those searching for work. 
She went on unemployment, and fastidiously 
traveled up and down the Northern Neck 
inquiring whether businesses or government 
offices were hiring. She ultimately found an 
ideal job for a person with her ability with 
Dr. Robert Jacey, the Richmond ophthalmol-
ogist, who practices each week on Fridays at 
his office near Wicomico Church. Anna was 
happy to re-don her white coat, and delve into 
the nature of medical care for eye patients.  

By then she was in her 70s, but she was 

eager to learn how to operate the equipment. 
Dr. Jacey assigned her the task of admin-
istering the field of vision tests, usually on 
Wednesdays. Although she was the only staff 
member present to conduct the tests, she 
came in her medical garb, and truly enjoyed 
conducting the procedures. She always 
remarked that by the time I arrived she had 
lowered the chair and raised the machine 
to accommodate my being vertically chal-
lenged. Translated, that meant I was too tall 
for what the engineers had designed as the 
optimal size for the conduct of the test.

When Dr. Jacey went to a different system 
for the test, Anna, then well past 80, quickly 
mastered the technicalities of the new 
machine. On the day of my last appointment 
with her, she commented that she and Frank 
would have been celebrating their 64th wed-
ding anniversary that very day. I paused and 
thought, how many folks are retired long 
before reaching 64, and Anna was blissfully 
happy working away well into her 80s.

When she drove down the road, she was 
readily identifiable with her license plate 
that read “Mob Neck.” Typically, she liked 
to plunge into local lore and history, in the 

process becoming part of the overall scene 
itself. She was never flustered, and behaved 
in a uniformly serene manner, engaging 
patients in interesting conversation, all the 
while paying close attention to their needs.

Last October Anna suffered a severe 
stroke, which impeded her ability to work. 
She spent the last six months hoping to 
recover sufficiently to return to the office 
and her patients. At first she tried to make 
the reminder calls, but the task proved to be 
more than she could handle, and probably for 
the first time in her adult life, she stopped 
working.

Anna liked to work; it was her hobby, her 
relaxation, and her means of utilizing her tal-
ents as she understood them. In her final ill-
ness her focus was on regaining productivity. 
She combined great ability and proficiency 
with a demeanor that put everyone she met at 
ease. Whether she was helping Dr. Harding 
with a dental procedure or conducting an eye 
examination for Dr. Jacey, by being herself 
she made her patients happy. That quality 
remains her abiding testimony.

Anna Belle Powstanski, October 21, 1929 
- April 26, 2015.  R.I.P.

When she drove down the 
road, she was readily identi-
fiable with her license plate 
that read “Mob Neck.” Typi-
cally, she liked to plunge into 
local lore and history, in the 
process becoming part of the 
overall scene itself. 

Virginia’s First District is privi-
leged to have both a rich military 
history as well as a strong mili-
tary presence. Our area includes 
a number of military installations, 
and our region has served as the 
setting for a number of pivotal 
battles in our nation’s history.

Learning from history is a vital 
part of policymaking. At the same 
time, policymakers can also learn 
from those who currently serve.

 I recently had the honor of 
leading a congressional delega-
tion trip to meet with our men 
and women in uniform and for-
eign leaders in Thailand, Malay-
sia, Vietnam, and the Philippines. 
This region, and our relationship 
with these nations, is especially 
critical as our military pivots and 
focuses increasingly on the Asia 
Pacific.

This was a tremendous oppor-
tunity to hear from members 
of our military and diplomatic 
staff, and to see firsthand the 
security challenges in the region 
and examine some of the efforts 
in place to defend against those 
challenges, such as counterter-
rorism and counter-narcotics 
initiatives. These visits and meet-
ings will be instrumental as the 
House of Representatives consid-
ers the Fiscal Year 2016 National 
Defense Authorization Act in the 
next few weeks.

 Folks back home also provide 
me significant feedback to help 
guide my decisions on legislation 
that affects them. Leading up to 
Tax Day, I heard from a number 
of Virginians about the impacts 
that our complicated system of 
taxation has on their families and 
livelihoods. 

That feedback led me to sup-
port a package of bills introduced 
recently to provide for increased 
accountability at the IRS and to 
ensure honest, fair treatment of 
hardworking taxpayers. These 
bills included the Taxpayer Bill of 
Rights Act (H.R. 1058), the IRS 
Email Transparency Act (H.R. 
1152), and the Taxpayer Knowl-
edge of IRS Investigations Act 
(H.R. 1026). While these bills 
show the House’s commitment to 
reforming the IRS, I also remain 
committed to pursuing smart, 
broad tax reform to replace our 
complicated tax code with a fair 
and equitable system that encour-
ages savings, investment, and 
economic growth.

 My professional experience 
also guides my decisions in Wash-
ington, and as a former public 
health professional, I understand 
well the need for effective health 
care policies that encourage 
awareness and prevention. 

Several weeks ago, I joined 
with Texas Rep. Gene Green to 
create the Congressional Public 
Health Caucus to provide a 
forum for members of Congress 
to raise awareness of the impor-
tance of public health issues and 
offer educational opportunities 
for members and their staff. This 
bipartisan caucus, and the legis-
lation it champions, can help to 
promote smart policy decisions 
and reduce the cost of health care 
in the U.S.

Report from 
Congress

by Rep. Rob Wittman

Focal Point

Blue Heron at sunrise on the Rappahannock River

Photo by Dan Bowen

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

If you feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, welcome 
strangers, give pure water to 
the thirsty, visit the sick and 
those in prison, you are a fol-
lower of Jesus Christ.

It makes no difference 
whether you have ever attended 
a church, synagogue, temple, 
or mosque. The Good Samari-
tan types qualify for heaven, if 
there is such a place.

Straughan Richardson,
Ophelia

Doers of the word

A recent letter claims our 
president is right about climate 
change. The writer also claims 
95% of  “credentialed” scientists 
concur.

Science facts are rarely estab-
lished by vote counts and “con-
sensus” claims have long since 
been debunked because most 
scientists admit only that human 
activity may have some impact 
insofar as global warming.

The writer states that, in 1968, 
it was obvious to him the planet 
was “unquestionably” warm-
ing. That’s quite astute given that 
the ‘40s to ‘70s is considered a 
cooling period, and Holdren, now 
Obama’s science adviser, and an 
alarmist about global warming, 
was back then also an alarmist, 
but it was then about an oncom-
ing ice age.

A warming climate is not 
evidence that human activity is 
responsible. There have been 
several earlier warming periods 
during this interglacial, all due 

The climate
is warming, so

to natural climate variation, the 
most recent before now was the 
Medieval Warming Period. The 
warming durations prior to the 
MWP, also all global events, 
were even warmer than the 
MWP. These all involved natural 
climate variation.

Glaciers have been retreating 
and sea levels rising for 15+ thou-
sand years, ever since the last ice 
age began melting. Sea level rate 
of rise is now miniscule, about 1 
mm (4/100 of one inch) per year, 
hardly measurable.

Co2 level has been much 
higher than now during most of 
our planet’s existence. We have 
measurements of both tempera-
ture and co2 level over geological 
periods, the only evidence being 
that temperature variation occurs 
first, with similar variations in 
co2 level following, hundreds (or 
more) years later.

The greenhouse theory is 
hardly applicable in the open 
atmosphere. There is no convec-
tion from within a real green-
house, and no comparable cli-
mate feedbacks.

Satellites detect heat escaping 
to space.

Denis Ables,
Mollusk

Bon Secours Rappahannock 
General Hospital is a gift to the 
Northern Neck.

Seeing last week’s front-page 
article on RGH and Bon Sec-
ours, I thought this letter would 
be appropriate.

I am alive today because of 
RGH. I went to the emergency 

Hospital is
a blessing

room on April 6 because I was 
hemorrhaging a lot of blood. 

I received 13 units of blood, 
two frozen plasmas, and two 
of another blood product. I 
received the best of care. I had 
a total of 4 doctors working my 
case, trying to keep me alive. I 
just about died on April 7.

The doctors’ care, and two 
absolutely wonderful ICU 
nurses—Nancy and Leslie—is 
what brought me through the 
first 48 critical hours. I spent 
five days in ICU. 

I went to see those two 
nurses this past Saturday to hug 
them personally for saving my 
life. We hugged, cried, and I 
even cried when they told me 
that on April 7 they prayed for 
me. The nurses, one doctor, and 
my wife, and others, were very 
worried that I wouldn’t make it 
through the night.

Every doctor, nurse, lab 
techs, x-ray personnel and other 
staff members were so nice to 
me. All of us who live in the 
Northern Neck should be grate-
ful that we have a great hospital 
with the best in all the people 
that work there. BSRGH, and 
all the people that had anything 
to do with my care, again, did a 
great job at saving my life.

Roger Guy,
Heathsville

Mark Bunns told us of a recent 
trip with his church to feed the 
homeless in a Richmond park. 
The church bus was packed with 
food and clothes and served a hot 
breakfast.

Tears of the
homeless

“I got the chance to speak with 
an individual to hear his story. He 
had a wonderful family—wife 
and two kids, cars, and an active 
role in the church, ‘singing in the 
church choir.’

“When the economy failed, 
gas prices went up, the value of 
homes decreased and jobs went 
out of business. Also bills kept 
coming.

“He spoke of saying goodbye 
to your home after 5 to 7 years, 
having to uproot your children 
from schools because you have 
nowhere to go, plus losing what 
you have worked for all your life.

 “As we started talking, I saw 
the tears from his eyes and I 
started the day the same as well 
with frustration and anger, won-
dering what must we do to put an 
end to this?”

“A Bible verse came to mind—
For I was hungry and you gave 
me food. I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink. I was a stranger 
and you took me in.” (Matthew 
25:35)

A recent statement by Rich-
mond’s mayor said, according to 
the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing the number of homeless in 
the city has declined and is now 
7,625. I wonder what parents will 
say to the 3,093 homeless chil-
dren when they want a bedtime 
snack and there is no refrigerator 
or cupboard.

There are a number of churches 
pitching in to help. Zion Baptist 
of Kinsale goes with breakfast 
about once a month, but who is 
doing dinner and tomorrow’s 
breakfast?

Ursula Walters,
Heathsville

On Saturday, I had the honor 
of attending the 127th spring 
commencement ceremony for 
Virginia State University at the 
Richmond Coliseum.

There I had the opportunity 
to hear The Hon. Cressondra 
Conyers of the Ninth Judicial 
Circuit of Virginia.

A graduate of the VSU Class 
of 1977, Judge Conyers pre-
sides over Juvenile and Domes-
tic Relations District Court 
for the counties of Gloucester, 
Mathews and Middlesex.

That’s not why I made the 
trek to Richmond and navi-
gated through standing traffic 
on Fifth, Broad and Seventh 
streets before landing on an 
upper level of a parking garage.

I was there to witness the 
graduation of my niece, 2nd. 
Lt. Jamie C. Owens. She 
earned a bachelor’s in informa-
tion logistics technology from 
the College of Engineering and 
Technology. She was one of 
765 graduates, VSU’s largest 
graduating class ever.

Prior to Saturday morning, 
I had no idea who the speaker 
would be . A veteran of many 
commencement ceremonies, 
they all sound the same. Or, so 
I thought.

Perusing the program as I 
waited with family high above 
the arena floor and opposite the 
stage, I recognized the name. 
But, judges all sound dry, 
authoritative, decisive and well, 
judgemental. Or, so I thought.

Judge Conyers was inter-
esting and to the point. She 
delivered a clear, motivating 
message with sincerity and 
emotion.

Noting that most graduates 
would forget most of her talk, 
she urged them to remember 
their responsibility to do their 
part to build a better world.

“Building a better world is 
more than just a motto, it is a 
responsibility that every Vir-
ginia State graduate has, every 
day, everywhere in the world,” 
said Conyers.

She urged her fellow Trojans 
to serve others and lead by 
example.

She reminded them to reach 
back and help others find their 
way to success, just as their 
family, friends, teachers and 
mentors were there for them.

In addition to their diplomas, 
degrees and honors, they would 
carry with them an obligation 
to succeed and to make a dif-
ference, she said.

And she emphasized three 
principles to succeed: 

for it.

along the way, and deal with it.

out with a little faith.
Although I didn’t receive a 

diploma or an honorary doctor-
ate on Saturday, I’m searching 
for my passion, as I encounter 
adversity daily with a certain 
degree of faith.
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Bay Harbor Medical Center

Vikas Maan, M.D.
The best thing about primary care is the people. 

My patients teach me so much, far more than 

they realize—it’s humbling. I’m also proud of our 

staff. Not just because they are smart and well-

educated, but because they always go the extra 

mile to make our patients feel at home. We take 

pride in knowing who you are and where you 

come from. That’s so important, and that’s why I 

practice with Riverside.
740 Jessie Dupont Memorial Highway
Burgess, VA 22432

To select Dr. Maan as your physician, call (804) 453-5466
or visit us online at www.riversideonline.com/maan

Same-Day Appointments. Medicare Patients Welcome.

Watch Dr. Maan explain his 
passion for patient care.

Scan the QR code

Bay Harbor Medical Center

We Know Our Patients

Do you Remember?
These two photos, appearing in the April 1, 1965, Rappahannock Record, show the last “kids” at old Kilmarnock 
High School (left) and how they were assisted down (right). The building was in the process of being razed when the 
trio entered the building and eventually jumped out of a window. The goats were removed by Edward Moody who 
drove his truck under the overhang. One had jumped before Moody arrived. The photos were taken by Bill Haislip. 
“Do you Remember” is a community service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the May 3, 

1905, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)

Schooner Burned
Schooner Hattie Stark, of 

Crisfield, Md., Captain Ward, 
while lying in Piankatank 
River near Cricket Hill on 
Monday night, caught fire. 
Her cable was consumed, 
also the main sail and end of 
main boom. She was loading 
with lumber for Crisfield  and 
some of this was damaged.

The fire is supposed to 
have originated from explo-
sion of a lamp in the cable, 
which two sailors left burn-
ing and went ashore. The 
captain was ashore at the 
time. Help from the land suc-
ceeded in saving the hull and 
forward deck of the vessel.

Captain Ward telegraphed 
to his father who was part 
owner, to send another vessel 

to take the lumber and tow 
the burned vessel over.

Millenbeck
The home of Mr. and Mrs. 

T. F. Warren was made happy 
last week by the arrival of a 
fine daughter.

T. D. Ficklin is having a 
small tenant house built on 
his property at Slabtown near 
here.

Jas. Chowning (sheriff) 
was seen here last week.

The sermon preached on 
April the 26th by Rev. Mr. 
Combs of Lancaster was very 
interesting. Quite a large 
crowd was present.

A. Oakley, of Whealton 
(Morattico)), was seen here 
last week.

Caught On The Fly
Jobs McCarty, of Sharps, 

returned Friday to Sarah Lee 
Hospital, Norfolk. His many 

friends are distressed at his 
protracted illness.

Messrs. C. G. Snead and 
Albert Cundiff, of Lancaster, 
and Miss Mary Neale, of 
Essex, met up on Norfolk 
boat Saturday night. The 
latter has closed her school in 
Warwick county.

Rev H. E. Johnson, D.D., 
of the Virginia Conference, 
stationed at Suffolk, will 
have chief part in the reli-
gious program for Wharton 
Grove this season. Dr. John-
son will provide an assistant 
of note.

Whealton (Morattico)
Capt. J. H. Whealton and 

C. Ed Whealton left on their 
dredger Chief this week 
for a visit to their oyster 
grounds on the Eastern 
Shore. Capt. E. W. Long and 
W. E. Hathaway, of lower 
Lancaster, accompanied 

them. They returned yester-
day.

Our people regret to part 
with Capt. W. J. Broad-
water and family who 
have removed to Oyster, 
Northampton County. Capt. 
Broadwater will look after 
the Whealton Packing Co.’s 
oyster business over there in 
which he holds an interest.

Miss Susie Rock reached 
home Monday morning 
from the Eastern Shore, 
where she has been teaching 
school.

(Transcribed by Stephen 
A. Redd, volunteer of the 
Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library)

Older adults are a vital part 
of society. Since 1963, com-
munities have celebrated Older 
Americans Month each May. 
The theme this year is “Get 
Into the Act,” to focus on how 
older adults take charge of 
their health, get engaged in 
their communities, and make a 
positive impact on the lives of 
others.

The theme reflects on the 
50th anniversary of the Older 
Americans Act. President 
Lyndon B. Johnson signed the 
OAA in July 1965. It has pro-
vided a nationwide aging ser-
vices network and funding to 
help older adults live with dig-
nity in the communities of their 
choice for as long as they can.

In the Middle Peninsula 
and Northern Neck, services 
include Meals on Wheels, 
meals at senior centers, adult 
day health services, home care, 
preventative health services 
and elder abuse prevention.

While Bay Aging offers a 
large, diverse menu of services 
year round, Older Americans 
Month offers an opportunity 
to emphasize how older adults 
can access home and com-
munity services they need to 
live independently. Through 
services like housing, transit 
and chronic health prevention, 
more seniors take control of 
their health and well-being.

It also is an occasion to high-
light how older adults make 
a difference. For Bay Aging, 
over 800 older adults lend their 
time, expertise and resources 
to deliver meals to the home-
bound; drive the sick to their 
dialysis and cancer treatments; 
serve on boards and councils; 
donate funds for programs and 
services; visit shut-in seniors 
at their homes or in nursing 
homes; volunteer at senior cen-
ters and adult day care centers; 
help others access Medicare 
Part D and other insurance; 
and advocate for senior rights 
through Senior Medicare 
Patrol, TRIAD and Ombuds-

Supporting
our seniors

YOUR LETTERS
man programs.

We, at Bay Aging, love our 
seniors—those to whom we 
deliver services and those who 
give so much of themselves to 
help other seniors across the 
region.

Jean M. Dugan,
Senior vice president
Bay Aging, Urbanna

According to a report fol-
lowing the Baltimore riot, 63% 
of the population of Baltimore 
is comprised of blacks, with 
blacks committing 85% of all 
crime and 90% of all violent 
crime. These are the statistics 
despite the city having a black 
mayor and a racially diverse 
police force and city council.

This is not to say that all 
blacks are criminals. Most are 
hard-working, decent people 
who are suffering due to the 
actions and attitudes of a few.

 It is not the police’s job 
to judge guilt or innocence 
or mete out punishment for 
crimes, but to come to the aid 
of victims, investigate crime 
and arrest suspects. Arguing 
with law enforcement officers 
and resisting arrest is an exer-
cise in ignorance and futility. 
The time and place to argue 
one’s innocence is in court. 
The police must do their job, 

A matter
of respect

and making it harder for them 
creates a dangerous work envi-
ronment.

Failed socialist policies have 
created an entitlement mental-
ity that apparently includes the 
belief among the criminal ele-
ment that they are also entitled 
to do whatever they please and 
not be held accountable. They 
react indignantly when they 
are caught, saying they are 
being harassed just because of 
their race. Rioting and destroy-
ing property only increases the 
resentment and distrust.

Like the case of Ferguson, 
Mo., people have rushed to pin 
the blame on the police before 
an investigation could be com-
pleted, including our own pres-
ident, who entertained the idea 
of bringing the nation’s police 
departments under federal 
control in a press conference 
on April 28. Taking the over-
sight and accountability away 
from local governments is one 
more step toward tyranny.

Respect is a two-way street, 
and it begins with having 
respect for one’s self, one’s 
family and one’s community.  
And, that applies to all races 
and all income levels.

Patricia H. Miles,
Port Haywood

Wildest Dreams Boutique
Women’s Fashion Clothing

702  Jessie  Dupont  Hwy. • Burgess, VA • 804-453-9453

Come Celebrate 
Miss Dream’s 2nd Birthday

And get 20% off items 
throughout the store!

Upcoming Sale:
May 22 &23-Corkys shoe event!

Buy 1-pair 10% off , 
2-pairs 20% off, 

and 3-pairs 30% off!

M

Submit letters
by noon on Tuesdays to
editor@rapprecord.com

RRecord.com
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Shop Local Day is now 
 a monthly celebration.

Every 3rd Thursday. Every month. Starting May 21st.

Our Plywood Prices: Regular Retail prices:
  5/8”        $15.00     $21.97
  3/4”        $22.00     $32.48
  1/4” sanded      $12.50     $22.52
  5/8” T1-11      $22.00     $32.18

LAMINATE FLOORING $1.00 PER SQ. FT.
LUMBER PRICES: 2 x 4 x 12 ($3.25) and 2 x 4 x 16 ($4.00)

MULCH: 3 cu yds. $3.00 2 cu yds. $2.50
PAVERS: 16” x 16” $2.99 ea.

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN BAG FOR SMALLER ITEMS

CASH AND CARRY (credit/debit cards accepted)
ABSOLUTELY NO CHECKS

NEW ITEMS ADDED EVERY WEEK

IRVINGTON—The Lancaster 
County Virginia Education Foun-
dation (LCVEF) on April 30 rec-
ognized the achievements of 33 
students at its annual Celebration 
of Excellence banquet at Rappah-
annock Westminster-Canterbury.

The top five Lancaster High 
School freshmen, sophomores, 
and juniors and top 10 seniors by 

Front row from left, superintendent Steven Parker, retired U.S. Navy Capt. Jeffery 
Kendall Sapp and Lancaster High School principal Erskine Morgan joined the Lancaster 
County Virginia Education Foundation to honor several students and teachers at the 
2015 Celebration of Excellence banquet.

Education foundation honors students, teachers
by Renss Greene GPA were awarded, along with 

two students from each grade 
selected by teachers. In addition, 
four teachers were honored.

Retired U.S. Navy Capt. Jef-
fery Kendall Sapp delivered an 
energetic speech.

“I can only point the way,” said 
Capt. Sapp. “You must travel the 
road alone. The crossroads that 
you meet will not be those that I 
have known. The rest is up to you. 

The choice, yours. I can only pray 
it’s the right road you will take.”

Superintendent Steven Parker 
thanked the LCVEF for its sup-
port.

“We don’t celebrate enough the 
wonderful things that go on in our 
school every day,” said Parker.

Freshmen honored include 
Lucy Gilbert, Aline John-
son, Katara Kelly, Erin-Darby 
McClain, William Parker, Jeffery 
Rodgers and Francesca Wilson.

Sophomores honored include 
Mary Frere, Alex Green, Timo-
thy Hudson, Wyatt McCranie, 
Jahlil Nickens, Alleyah Russell 
and Devin Smith.

Juniors honored include 
Ashlyn Goode, Keyondra Jen-
kins, Nancy-Jane McClain, John 
Richardson, Dylan Rose, Jolena 
Towles and Kayleigh Webster.

Seniors honored include Nich-
olas Green, Jordan Hodges, Fran-
tasia Howard, Jamie Le, Todd 
O’Bier, Tristopher Palmer, Carter 
Robbins, Joseph Rudolph, Jona-
than Seal, Tynesha Seldon, Kelli 
Tignor and Taylor Woolard.

Teachers honored include Matt 
Patton, Lynn Smith, Alex Stickler 
and Bob Wick.

Music from the past

Cooper and Charlene Talcott play Civil War-era music 

and featured sea chanties, sing-alongs and roasted 
marshmallows. Photo by Renss Greene
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