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50th anniversary season opens

to his granddaughter, Katherine Thomas, during opening day ceremonies for Lancaster County Little 

more photos on page C1 and in a slideshow at RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

Some 25 years ago, retired art teacher Mary-Grafton Yagel started the Lan-
caster County School-wide Art Show, now an annual tradition. 

Artworks made by students from every grade level will be displayed April 
24 and 25 at Lancaster Middle School, 191 School Street, Kilmarnock.

Rappahannock Art League member artists and volunteers will judge and 
award the student’s works of art, reported primary school art teacher Kendra 
Hunt.

The community is invited to visit the show from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday 
to view the works by students of Hunt, Sandy Manning and Marilyn Sprouse.

In addition to the exhibits, the event will include edible art, sidewalk draw-
ing, mural painting and face painting, said Hunt.

“Bring your cameras; there are three photo booths for families to strike an 
artistic pose,” she added.

The show is sponsored by the RAL, Rappahannock Foundation for the 
Arts, Lancaster County Public Schools, and LMS and LPS PTA.

the 25th annual Lancaster Middle School art show. The sign in front 
Photo by 

Renss Greene

All-school art show
reaches 25-year mark

LANCASTER—By a unanimous  
6-0 vote, the planning commission 
last week sent a $4.5 million capital 
improvement budget to supervisors 
for consideration for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1.

The amount comes with reserva-
tions from some members. However, 
Steve Sorensen, David Chupp, Ty 
Brent, David Jones, Bob Smart and 
Glendon Pinn Jr. all voted to forward 
the proposal to the board of supervi-
sors.

District 4 member Chupp said he 
agreed with the priority of the items, 
but had problems with requests for 
$2.05 million for a new EMS opera-
tions center and $2 million, spread 
over three years, for upgrades to 
radio communication towers for first 
responders.

“It bothers me greatly that we’re 
spending twice as much as Northum-
berland County” did a year ago to 
upgrade their radio towers, he said. 
“It’s the same with the EMS building. 
The county should be exploring all 
options possible, including the Family 
Maturity Center building...I know it 
has to be modified. I would think we 
would be exploring that at the same 
time we’re looking at building...For a 
county of 11,600 people, how many 
of these big ticket items can we throw 
around?”

KILMARNOCK—The town council 
on April 20 appointed Albert “Spike” 
Nunn, the husband of vice mayor 
Rebecca Nunn, to the Kilmarnock plan-
ning commission.

By a 6-0 unanimous vote, council fol-
lowed a recommendation from the com-
mission to appoint Nunn. Council mem-
bers Keith Butler, Chris Allen, Emerson 
Gravatt, Michael Sutherland, Dr. Curtis 
Smith, and Rebecca Nunn voted in favor 
of the appointment.

 Albert Nunn fills the seat vacated by 
the death of Otis Polk Sr. His term will 
run to September 2018.

Nunn is a U.S. Marine Corps veteran 
of the Vietnam war, and retired from 
American Airlines after flying for 32 
years.

His first priorities, he said, are to get 
educated about the role of a planning 
commissioner and learn the views and 
stances of other commissioners.

“Then, only after I understand that, 
then I might have enough comprehen-
sion of the current situation that I can 
offer some constructive ideas,” said 
Nunn.

In other business, council approved 
signage for the town park which will 
inform visitors about plans for the park.

Council also approved a revision of 
the capital improvement plan for extend-
ing the sidewalk along Irvington Road 
to Harris Road as the top priority. In 
descending order, it then prioritizes con-
necting a sidewalk on School Street to 
Main Street, constructing a sidewalk 
along Waverly Avenue to the KVFD car-
nival grounds, and connecting a sidewalk 

Nunn is appointed to
planning commission

by Renss Greene

from Main Street to Town Centre Drive.
Town manager Tom Saunders 

announced there will be a public hearing 
and the first reading of the town budget 
at the council meeting on May 18.

KILMARNOCK—Rosenea th 
Avenue in Kilmarnock is set to get 
its first-ever blacktop, town manager 
Tom Saunders announced at the April 
20 town council meeting.

Saunders said paving work is 
scheduled to begin Friday, April 24, 
depending on weather conditions, and 
should take a day or two.

Roseneath Avenue to 
receive first blacktop

by Renss Greene

$4.5 million capital spending plan
advances to Lancaster supervisors

Budgeted Capital

    

by Audrey Thomasson

Chairman Jones also expressed 
concern.

“I have heartburn over spending 
that kind of money for a few dead 
spots in the county,” said Jones about 
the communication upgrades. “It’s 
a lot of money...two million there, 
another $60,000 to the sheriff ’s 
department for computer upgrades.”

Chief of EMS Terry McGregor 
defended the tower expenditures, 
explaining that Northumberland’s 
costs came in at half the price because 
they had already made many upgrades 
to their towers while Lancaster has 
not. He also noted the figure covers an 
additional tower for upper Lancaster.

“The radio transmitter sites do not 
adequately cover the area,” McGregor 
explained. “The intent is to address 
the dead spots...and meet future 
needs” by installing equipment that 
would benefit all first responders 
including fire departments, rescue 
squads, and the sheriff ’s department 
as well as helping the schools. 

“It’s a bargain at the end of the day. 

Some communities spend $8-10 mil-
lion. It will provide for the next 10 
years,” said McGregor.

“It’s more than a couple of dead 
spots,” confirmed sheriff’s Capt. 
Marty Shirilla. He said the radio 
system fails between his house 
and the sheriff’s department. “911 
operators can’t hear me and I can’t 
hear them. The radio system is held 
together with baling wire...we can’t 
get grant money if we don’t upgrade 
the system.” 

“I was in Franklin County with the 
telephone company a few years ago 
during Hurricane Floyd,” said Wil-
liam Lee, District 4 supervisor and 
liaison to the commission. “Due to 
flooding...the southeast part of Vir-
ginia was out of communication. The 
telephone company had to rely on the 
emergency services radio system.” 

McGregor reduced his initial esti-
mate for a new operations center by 
$450,000. The new estimate includes 
$1.5 million for the building, $350,00 
for site planning and $350,000 for 
equipment, furnishings and back-up 
generators.

“In talking with folks with experi-
ence in buildings for EMS, they said 
the price ranged from $250 to $350 
a square foot,” said McGregor. He 
reduced the price of the building to 
$1.5 million by reducing the square 

$4.5 MILLION, continued on page A2
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RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

RAL member, Dr. Kreiter-Foronda, will talk about her 
research and share poems written in the voices of 
renowned Mexican artists, Diego Rivera and Frida 
Kahlo. A presentation of her research trips to Mexi-
co, to view their paintings, homes, and studios will 
bring to life the terrain of these intriguing artists who 
inspired her collection, The Embrace, winner of the 
2014 Art in Literature: Mary Lynn Kotz Award.

Poetry Inspired by 
Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo

Art Talks Monday, April 27, 1pm: RAL’s Got Talent

ON THE WATER
POWERBOAT CERTIFICATION

footage from 8,000 to 5,000. 
He hopes to have a “hard esti-
mate” by the end of the month.

McGregor said the option of 
purchasing the maternity center 
and some additional land has 
not been ruled out. However, 
he explained the importance of 
an emergency operations center 
built to withstand a category 
4 hurricane because it is also 
equipped with an emergency 
shelter that could house citizens 
for up to seven days. 

Jones said approving the 
amount would not commit them 
to a specific direction. They 
could later reduce the amount, 
he added.

“There’s no guarantee we 

can buy (the maternity center) 
building,” said Shirilla. 

During the public hearing, 
Dr. Robert Westbrook recalled 
lessons learned in the military 
for defending the need for radio 
upgrades and a strong emer-
gency shelter.  “You have to 
prepare for the worst,” he said. 
“Look back at the emergencies 
and school shootings...stretch 
your imagination to a worse 
case situation,” he said.

District 2 member Pinn 
agreed. Referring to school 
security, he said, “We have 
everything we need, yet the 
enemy still gets in. Because of 
the times we live in, other coun-
ties have stepped up security. 

It may be a lot of money...but 
once a bad thing happens, you 
want to have the appropriate 
response.” 

According to Lee, the county 
now has to catch up after several 
years of conservative spending.

“We haven’t kept up,” he 
said. “The technology changed 
but we didn’t upgrade. Now 
you have to make a wholesale 
change.”

Also, site planning for new 
schools at $375,000, was 
moved up a year to 2015-16, at 
the request of the school board. 

Of the $2.7 million budgeted 
for capital spending in the 
2014-15 fiscal year, $1,043,500 
has been spent to date.

middle schools. Primary school principal Ernest Palin will 

will move from vice principal at the middle school to 
principal.

LANCASTER—Defense 
attorneys for James Todd Kes-
sler filed motions Tuesday in 
Lancaster County Circuit Court 
for a change of venue in the 
murder case of Claudine Gifford 
and assault cases of Wanda and 
William G. Rose Sr. 

Monday’s scheduled jury trial 
in the assault cases was post-
poned Friday after a flurry of 
last minute phone calls to the 
judge and motions from defense 
attorneys Jim Breeden and Jeff 
Mathews.

In explaining the series of 
events leading to the postpone-
ment and Tuesday’s motion hear-
ing, Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III 
said, “A telephone conversation 
is not part of a court procedure.”

Last week, the defense asked 
the judge to dismiss all the 
charges against Kessler, claim-
ing their client’s rights had been 
violated when four sheriff’s dep-
uties and investigators searched 
his jail cell and confiscated a 
notebook containing confiden-
tial documents between the 
defendant and his attorneys.

“This took place the day before 

he was to meet with his attor-
neys,” said Mathews. “They went 
through his notebook...and took a 
photograph of an address that had 
nothing to do with this case.”

In withdrawing the request, 
Mathews said the defense was 
satisfied that Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Robert Cunningham 
had purposely “kept away” from 
the materials and “cooperated 
completely.”    

Tuesday, Kessler’s attorneys 
filed motions for a change of 
venue, or to bring “a fair and 
impartial jury” in from another 
county for both the assault and 
murder trials. They cited public-
ity surrounding the murder case, 
specifically pointing to com-
ments on a social media website 
and affidavits attached to the 
motion. 

Mathews asked the judge to 
allow time for the Common-
wealth’s Attorney to respond.

Judge Taliaferro chastised the 
defense for making a motion for 
change of venue on the day of 
the trial.

“I’ve had plenty of motions for 
a change of venue, but never on 
the day of the trial,” he said. He 
noted defense’s original request 

was not presented in court, but 
in a document delivered through 
the clerk of Richmond County 
Circuit Court, which “...is not 
proper procedure,” said Judge 
Taliaferro.

He proceeded to explain the 
time and work involved for a 
court clerk in a small county like 
Lancaster to arrange a jury, only 
to have to undo it all at the last 
minute.

“These things shouldn’t be 
taken lightly. A request for 
change of venue should be set 
well in advance. Court dates are 
hard to come by,” said Judge 
Taliaferro.

May 29 was set for a hearing 
on arguments on that motion. 
A new court date for the assault 
cases will be set on Friday, April 
24.

Kessler remains in Lancaster 
jail, serving 12 months for the 
misdemeanor assault and battery 
of Wanda Rose. Monday was 
to have been a joint trial on his 
appeal of that conviction and to 
try him on the felony malicious 
wounding of William Rose. 

The Claudine Gifford murder 
trial is scheduled to begin July 
28.

LANCASTER—Schoo l 
“insiders” turned out for the 
Lancaster board of supervisors’ 
public hearing April 14 on a 
proposed $15,875,904 school 
budget for fiscal year 2015-16.

Superintendent Steven Parker 
said the budget represents no 
increase in spending. Also, he 
withdrew a prior request that 
funding not be appropriated by 
category. Parker noted the mutual 
trust between school officials 
and supervisors as the reason for 
withdrawing the request.

“I want to commend you and 
the school board for looking at 
all aspects of the school budget 
and working so well with super-
visors,” said District 4 supervi-
sor William Lee. 

District 5 supervisor Wally 
Beauchamp agreed.

The lone speaker during the 

public hearing was Charlie 
Costello, who chairs a commit-
tee looking at teacher salaries.

“I’ve been to a number of 
these (budget) hearings,” he 
said. “The atmosphere in the 
schools is so much better. The 
atmosphere with the tutors is so 
much better. This is a very fair 
budget and I look forward to 
many more years like this.”

“We must wait seven days 
before we can vote,” said chair-
man Jason Bellows.

Beauchamp asked if it made a 
difference to the schools if they 
didn’t vote on the measure until 
the regular meeting on April 30.

“It won’t effect our contracts 
with teachers,” Parker replied. 
“That extra nine days would 
make a difference in our ability 
to recruit new teachers.”

The board set a special meet-
ing for the vote at 5 p.m. Tues-
day, April 21.

Lancaster’s proposed
$15.8 million school
budget set for adoption

by Audrey Thomasson

Change of venue sought for Kessler trials
by Audrey Thomasson

$4.5 million capital spending plan
continued from page A1

FREDERICKSBURG—
Motorists can expect temporary 
lane closures, temporary traffic 
patterns and construction activity 
at the intersection of U.S. Route 
17 and U.S. Route 17 Business 
in Middlesex County, north of 
Saluda, as work begins on an 
intersection improvement proj-
ect.

Construction is expected 
to begin the week of Monday, 
April 27, and will be under way 
at the intersection through July 

Improvement work to begin on U.S. Route 17 intersection at Saluda
1, according to the Virginia 
Department of Transportation. 
Entrances to the Food Lion 
grocery store will remain open 
throughout the project.

The existing median at the 
intersection of Route 17 and 
Route 17 Business will be modi-
fied. A new crossover will be 
built to the north of the exist-
ing crossover. New channelized 
left turn lanes will be built at 
the intersection of Route 17 and 
Route 17 Business/Food Lion.

This project is being funded 
with federal Highway Safety 
Improvement Program funds to 
reduce crashes at the intersection.

Howard Bros. Inc. was 
awarded a $392,871 contract to 
construct the project.

In May, left turn lanes on Route 
17 northbound and southbound 
will be closed at the intersection. 
The left travel lane on Route 17 
northbound and southbound will 
be converted to temporary left 
turn lanes.

A detour will be in place for 
approximately four weeks in 
late May and June for Route 17 

southbound traffic seeking to turn 
left onto Route 17 Business at 
School Street. Southbound traffic 
must be detoured during this time 
period so the new channelized 
turn lanes can be built.

Southbound traffic will be 
detoured to turn left at Glouces-
ter Road, and proceed to access 
Route 17 Business.

During the same four weeks 
in late May and June, Route 17 
northbound traffic seeking to turn 
left to enter the Food Lion must 
use the newly constructed cross-
over north of the intersection.

All new crossovers and turn 
lanes will be open by July 1, 
when the project will be com-
plete.

■
 The Sunnybank Ferry, car-

rying Route 604 traffic across 
the Little Wicomico River in 
Northumberland County, has 
resumed operations.

 The ferry was taken out of ser-
vice in January 2015 for planned 
maintenance work, according 
to the Virginia Department of 
Transportation. The vessel was 
removed from the water for 
painting and rehabilitation. A 
new vehicle ramp was installed, 
making it easier to adjust the 
ramp height at low and high tide.

NEWS 
BREAK
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Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
 this week reported charges against 

six individuals.

Felonies
Holly R. Martin, 30, of Johns Neck Road 

was charged April 15 with smuggling drugs to a 
prisoner (felony), distribution of marijuana, and 
smuggling other contraband to a prisoner (both 
misdemeanors). The drugs and other contraband 
items were intercepted during a routine search 
for all items being accepted and before actual 
delivery to an inmate.

Gary A. Gray, 48, of Slabtown Road was 
charged April 20 on a Northumberland County 
warrant with obtaining money by false pretenses 
(felony). 

Misdemeanors
A Thrasher Court woman, 23, was charged 

April 14 with trespass.
A Kathy Drive woman, 23, was charged April 

15 with contempt of a Northumberland County 
court order.

A Saluda man, 23, was charged April 17 with 
assault and battery.

A Weems man, 31, was charged April 18 with 
contempt of court.

Activity report
April 13: Staff responded with Kilmarnock 

Police Department (KPD) to an assault by threat 
call at the community hospital.

April 14: Staff received a larceny report 
from the 5000 block of Mary Ball Road (fuel 
from a vehicle; $35 loss), and a walk-in report 
of a sexual assault; responded to the 13000 block 
of Mary Ball Road for an unauthorized use of a 
vehicle complaint (civil incident), with Virginia 
State Police (VSP) to a two-vehicle traffic crash 
near Mary Ball and Pinckardsville roads, and to 
a suspicious vehicle complaint in Lively (vehicle 
was gone on arrival).

April 15: Staff received an attempted tele-
phone fraud complaint from a Nugent Lane resi-
dent (staff determined the call was from a legiti-
mate telemarketer for a political fundraiser), and 
a larceny report from a Johns Neck Road resi-
dent ($150 cash loss); responded to a suspicious 
vehicle complaint at Bethel United Methodist 
Church (engine running, vehicle unattended 
and unlocked; deputy secured the vehicle and 
attempted to contact the registered owner; vehicle 
was removed later in the day), to the 13000 block 
of Mary Ball Road on an annoying/harassing text 
messaging complaint (domestic related), and to 
the 2000 block of Pinckardsville Road on a com-
plaint of the fraudulent sales of motor vehicles 
(vehicles recovered; case cleared without arrest).

: Staff notified the utility company 
of a downed support line on Jesse duPont High-
way, the utility company and Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation (VDOT) of a downed tree 
interfering with a power line and blocking Black 
Stump Road, and Northumberland authorities 
of a single-vehicle traffic crash on Courthouse 
Road (Northumberland jurisdiction); received 
a walk-in complaint of an assault (magistrate 
issued arrest warrant); responded to the 300 
block of Rappahannock Drive to assist Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS), to the Depart-
ment of Social Services for a domestic assault 
call, to a mobile E911 disconnect call that was 
determined to come from children playing on the 
phone while traveling in the Mollusk area, to a 
shots fired complaint in the area of River Bluff 
Road (target shooting), to an abandoned/disabled 
vehicle complaint in Lively, and at the request of 
VSP Richmond, responded to the White Stone 
area to check on a trooper involved with a traf-
fic stop and with whom VSP dispatch could not 
make contact (VSP radio problem). 

 Staff responded to a vandalism 
complaint on Poplar Neck Road, to a suspicious 
vehicle/persons complaint on Millpond Road, 
with KPD to a trespass complaint on North Main 
Street, and to a call for help on James Lane (vehi-
cle hood had fallen on the man’s arm); notified 
USCG Milford Haven of a report of a sailboat 
aground near the mouth of Carters Creek (boat 
floated free at high tide); and received several 
reports of attempted telephone fraud originat-
ing from 509-707-4425 (calls found to originate 
from Washington state). 

 Staff received a request for a deputy 
to transport the caller from the area of Apple 
Grove Road to a family member’s home in Lan-
caster County (subject was advised to contact a 
family member), a destruction of property com-
plaint from a Campbell Road resident (property 
owner advised accidental damage; no criminal 
incident), a burglary and larceny report from 
a property owner on Chownings Ferry Road, 
and from a child’s mother a custody/visitation 
complaint involving the father (no child endan-
germent; civil matter); responded with VSP 
to a two-vehicle traffic crash in the 9200 block 
of Courthouse Road, to a shots fired call in the 
700 block of Regina Road (unable to determine 
source; possible target shooting), and to a sus-
picious person complaint in the 1200 block of 
Morattico Road (citizen was clearing trash from 
the roadside); at the request of Newport News 
Police Department involved with a local resident 
who appeared disoriented, made contact with the 
person’s family members so they could transport 
the person back home; at the request of a con-
cerned citizen, checked on the well-being of an 
Irvington area resident (no emergency services 
needed);  and notified Northumberland authori-
ties of an open fire that was getting out of control 
in the 5100 block of Jesse duPont Highway.

 Staff responded to Eagle Trace to 
assist citizens who became disoriented while 
searching for a missing dog (Jack Russell terrier; 
anyone finding the dog is asked to contact the 
sheriff’s office or animal shelter), to a domestic 
disturbance on Methodist Church Road (verbal 
only), to a domestic disturbance on Peake Road 
(verbal only), to an attempted telephone fraud 

complaint on Red Wing Lane (caller purportedly 
was holding a family member hostage), to a dis-
turbance/trespass complaint on Thrasher Court, 
to a suspicious person/person needing assistance 
in the 4300 block of Irvington Road (male sub-
ject got out of the vehicle when he and his girl-
friend got into an argument), and to an E911 dis-
connect call that originated from the 1300 block 
of Hunton Lane (child playing on the phone); 
received a motorist’s report of a reckless driver 
turning off Mary Ball Road onto Old Salem Road 
(no officer in position to attempt to intercept), a 
complaint of an overdue sail-boater who left from 
Windmill Point Marina (VMRC located the sub-
ject, who was safe, off of the Topping area), and 
a domestic trespass complaint from a Pinckards-
ville Road resident (adult grandchild left the resi-
dence and the complainant cancelled the call); 
notified USCG Milford Haven of an overturned 
sailboat in Antipoison Creek (USCG was advised 
to cancel response due to information that no one 
was aboard or in danger and several men were 
attempting to right the craft); and checked on the 
well-being of a Millpond Road resident at the 
request of a concerned family member (mental 
health intervention services involved).

April 20: Staff received a request to attempt 
to locate and assist a family member, driving a 
truck and horse trailer in the Lancaster area, who 
became lost and could only report she was in 
an area surrounded by water (the call was can-
celled when the woman contacted her family and 
reported she had gotten turned around and was at 
the Merry Point ferry), a complaint from a juve-
nile resident of Peake Road that his mother and 
her boyfriend were arguing and he was unable to 
sleep due to the noise, a walk-in complaint from 
a school bus driver of the operator of another 
vehicle failing to stop for the bus while children 
were loading and the bus’ traffic controls were 
operational (failure to stop for a school bus load-
ing/discharging students is  punishable by a fine 
of $250), a motorist’s complaint of a reckless 
driver in the area of River and Rocky Neck roads 
(no officer in position to intercept), and a walk-
in complaint for a protective order (order issued 
by the magistrate); notified VDOT of a downed 
tree blocking the roadway in the 2400 block of 
Lara Road; responded to an E911 disconnect call 
that originated at LMS (telephone line problem), 
and to the White Stone area on a report of a male 
stealing a jar of money from a business counter.

Sheriff’s staff also conducted 12 traffic stops, 
issued two summonses, assisted five motorists, 
reported two deer strike accidents, handled four 
calls for traffic control, investigated 12 building 
alarms, logged five inmate transports, received 
13 E911 hang up calls and fielded two calls for 
animal control service.

Fire calls
The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 

responded to a fire/smoke alarm on North Main 
Street, a traffic crash at Mary Ball and Pinck-
ardsville roads, a hazmat gas spill on North Main 
Street, a fire/smoke alarm on Ditchley Road, a 
brush fire on Hatton Avenue and a traffic crash at 
Irvington Road and Third Avenue. 

KVFD also responded with the White Stone 
VFD and the Virginia Department of Forestry 
(VDOF) to a brush fire in the 18400 block of 
Mary Ball Road, and with VDOF to a brush fire 
in the 1200 block of Mosquito Road.

The Upper Lancaster VFD responded to a 
smoke report in the 500 block of Chapel Road 
and to a traffic crash in the 9200 block of Court-
house Road.

 this week reported charges 
against six individuals.

Felonies
Troy Darin Kendall, 53, of  Montross was 

charged April 14 with grand larceny (shoplifting) 
from the Callao Supermarket.

Susan Proper, 53, of Hague was charged April 
18 on a direct indictment with distribution of a 
schedule IV drug. This was a Westmoreland 
indictment.

John Thomas McNeil, 73, of Heathsville was 
charged April 18 with maiming another while 
driving under the influence of alcohol, damaging 
property, driving under the influence of alcohol 
and reckless driving. These were charges from 
Lancaster County.

Travis Devon Wiggins, 28, of Heathsville was 
charged April 16 with a direct indictment through 
the mult-jurisdictional grand jury with three 
counts of malicious wounding, three counts of 
use of a firearm in a commission of a felony and 
one count of possession of a firearm as a juvenile.

Wayne Martell Woods, 30, of Lancaster was 
charged April 19 with strangulation, child abuse/
neglect, assault and battery of a family member, 
possession of marijuana and obstructing a person 
from using the phone to call 911.

Misdemeanor
A Richmond man, 29, was charged April 18 

with assault and battery in Northumberland 
County. The charge was issued by the Henrico 
County Police Department.

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers seeks information 
regarding the theft of cinder 
blocks from a construction site 
as well as the whereabouts of 
Kevin Johnson Hall.

The Lancaster County Sher-
iff ’s Office took a report of 
cinder blocks stolen from a 
house under construction on 
Chownings Ferry Road on 
April 19. Deputies previously  
(on March 28) took a report 
of stolen power tools and con-
struction materials from this 
location. 

Tire tracks that appeared 
to be from a dual wheel truck 
were left at the scene when the 
cinder blocks were taken.

Hall is wanted by authorities 
for probation violation.

He is described as a black 
male with black hair, brown 
eyes and a tattoo on his right 
arm. He is 5 feet 6 inches tall 
and weighs 150 pounds.

Brown’s last known address 
was 70 Breeze Wood Court 
Lane, Callao. 

Report information regard-
ing a white truck with dual 
wheels in the Chownings Ferry 
Road area during the week 
of April 18, or information 
regarding Kevin Johnson Hall 
to Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers, 462-7463. 

You will not have to give 
your name or appear in court. 
All information you give is 
kept confidential. 

You can receive a reward up 
to $1,000 if your information is 
useful to law enforcement. 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME 
SOLVERS

■ Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol and Rifle Club will 

sponsor Refuse To Be A Victim®, an award-
winning crime prevention and personal safety 
seminar, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. May 30 at Lan-
caster Community Library, 235 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

The seminar will be open to the public with a 
cost of $40, which includes all program mate-
rials and light refreshments. Pre-registration is 
required. To register, visit refuse.nra.org/refuse-
to-be-a-victim.aspx, or rprclub.com. 

NEWS BREAK

RRecord.com
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Women now have a longer life expectancy than ever. With 
complete women’s services for patients of all ages, including genetic screenings, 
minimally invasive surgery, preventive health and wellness exams and complete 
pre and post natal care,  Riverside Partners in Women’s Health focuses on your 
personal health and well-being throughout your life. 

We put you at the center of personalized care. It’s all part of the commitment Dr. 
Lunsford, Janet, fellowship-trained surgeon Dr. Virk and the entire team make 
to our patients everyday — to care for you as we would care for those we love.

riversideonline.com/women

Partners in Women’s Health

We’re With  
You Every Step  
of the Way.

Schedule your appointment today. 804-693-2670

R I C H M O N D — G o v .
Terry McAuliffe’s 17 vetoes 
remained intact following the 
April 15 General Assembly 
veto session.

Political opponents in the 
General Assembly would have 
needed a two-thirds major-
ity in each house to overcome 
a gubernatorial veto. McAu-
liffe vetoed bills on a vari-
ety of topics, including bills 
that would have prevented 
the Board of Education from 

LANCASTER—Supervi
sors will hold a public hearing 
on a request for a special excep-
tion permit Thursday, April 30. 
The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. 
at the County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster.

The request is from Robin C. 
Cunningham, director, White 
Stone Radio Inc., and property 
owner Robert Cunningham, to 
place an antenna less than 100 
feet high for low power FM trans-
mission on 26.18-acres zoned 
general residential (R-1).

The property is at 842 Cherry 
Point Drive in District 3.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor
 

has called a special meeting at 5 
p.m. Monday, April 27, to discuss 
student disciplinary matters. The 
meeting will be held at the school 
board office, 2172 Northumber-
land Highway, Lottsburg.

The board will conduct the dis-
cussion in closed session.There 
are no other items on the agenda.

NEWPORT NEWS—The 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will meet at  9:30 
a.m. Tuesday, April 28, at VMRC 
Headquarters, 2600 Washington 
Avenue, Newport News.

Habitat items are generally 
addressed at the beginning of the 
meeting, followed by fisheries 
items. Public hearings are slated 
for noon.

The hearing docket includes 
proposed amendments to 
increase the minimum-size limit 
from 32 inches to 36 inches for 

MOLLUSK—Melvin L. 
Howard Jr. recently announced 
he is running for Sheriff of Lan-
caster County in the November 
3 general election.

Howard is a lifelong resi-
dent of Lancaster County and 
lives in Mollusk with his wife, 
Dianne.

He is a longtime veteran with 
the Lancaster County Sher-
iff ’s Office. His career began 
in 1978 under the Lancaster 
County Green Hand Work 
Program. He attended Rappa-
hannock Community College 
and received an associate in 
criminal justice from Belford 
University in February 2004. 
He also received an associ-
ate in liberal arts and sciences 
from the Virginia University of 
Lynchburg in 2013.

In 1978, Howard completed 
the Basic Jailors Course with 
the Rappahannock Regional 
Criminal Justice Academy and 
served as a jailor where he 
was promoted to the supervi-
sory position of sergeant. He 
graduated Field Officers Basic 
Training in 1988-89 and was 

HEATHSVILLE—From the 
starting horn at 8 a.m. to the 
finish at 1 p.m., the NAPS Earth 
Day 5k Race/Walk and Earth 
Day exhibit at the Heathsville 
Farmers Market April 18 was a 
winning combination of commu-
nity events.

It was sponsored by the Nor-
thumberland Association for 
Progressive Stewardship (NAPS) 
in conjunction with the Nor-
thumberland Family YMCA, the 
Northumberland Public Library, 
and Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s 
Tavern. Lured by the Earth Day 
and market events, as well as 
the annual Northern Neck Wine 
Fest, some 1,000 people attended, 
reported publicity chairman Jay 
Walker.

The exhibition organizations 
were unanimous in their appre-
ciation, especially for the number 
of young people who spent time 
asking questions and learning 
about the environmental activi-
ties of such groups as the Native 
Plant Society, the Master Natural-
ists, and the Northern Neck Soil 
and Water Conservation District, 
said Walker.

“We are happy that NAPS 

Spring selections

Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Earth Day exhibition is a winner

invited us to attend,” said Rappa-
hannock Wildlife Refuge Friends 
president Ann Graziano. “I was 
surprised by the positive recep-
tion we got and will definitely be 
back next year.”

Omega Protein, which was a 
donor and occupied two booths, 
took the opportunity to describe 
the company’s waste water purifi-
cation system and show some of 
its commercial products.

Howard announces campaign 
for Sheriff of Lancaster County

promoted to the patrol division.
In August 2007, he com-

pleted the Field Training Offi-
cers Basic Certification and 
was promoted to the rank of 
master deputy. He remained 
with the patrol division until 
his retirement in May 2011 
after 33 years of service to the 
citizens of Lancaster County. 
Since retirement, Howard 
returned to law enforcement 

where he is employed as a part-
time police officer for the Town 
of Kilmarnock.

“It has been an honor to 
serve the wonderful citizens 
of Lancaster County and the 
citizens of the Town of Kilmar-
nock. If elected sheriff, I will 
retain the same level of honesty 
and integrity with the citizens 
of this great county as I have 
in the past with fairness and 
impartiality,” said Howard.

Howard said he looks for-
ward to an open-door policy 
between the office of sher-
iff and citizens at all times; 
maintaining state and federal 
accreditations; coordinating 
stronger efforts among local 
communities and the sheriff ’s 
office in the reporting of crime; 
and enhancing coordination 
among local, state and federal 
law enforcement agencies in 
order to better serve the citi-
zens of Lancaster County.

These are a few things he 
hopes to accomplish immedi-
ately in the department’s effort 
to better serve the county, said 
Howard.

Governor’s vetoes stand; legislature 
agrees to $100 annual aggregate gift cap

by Renss Greene

implementing Common Core 
Standards, prevented local gov-
ernment from requiring its con-
tractors to provide employee 
benefits, and required a photo 

ID for absentee ballot applica-
tions by email or fax.

The General Assembly also 
agreed to a $100 annual aggre-
gate cap on gifts to public offi-
cials from people seeking influ-
ence in state governance.

“This victory for transpar-
ency and accountability will 
strengthen the legislation 
passed this year significantly,” 
said Gov. McAuliffe. “It will 
also send Virginians a message 
that their leaders recognize the 
need to restore their trust in 
government.”

The Agenda
Local Government News

the trophy-size striped bass rec-
reational fisheries in the Chesa-
peake Bay and its tributaries and 
Coastal Area. The purpose of the 
amendment is to comply with the 
Interstate Fishery Management 
Plan for this species.

Another hearing will address 
a proposal to reinstate fishing 
license fees to previous, lower 
October 2014 amounts. The pur-
pose is to minimize previously 
established regulatory economic 
burdens.

The VMRC also will conduct 
a hearing on proposals to estab-
lish the 2015 commercial non-
purse seine menhaden bait sector 
quota as 4,629,542 pounds. This 
is a quota reduction to account 
for the 2014 quota landings over-
age of this sector. The purpose 
of the amendments is to comply 
with the Interstate Fishery Man-
agement Plan requirements for 
Atlantic menhaden. 

Proposed draft regulations 

County officials pinned

Month. Photo by Renss Greene

may be viewed at VMRC Head-
quarters. Public comments 
may be forwarded to Robert L. 
O’Reilly, VMRC Fisheries Man-
agement Division, 2600 Wash-
ington Avenue, 3rd Floor, New-
port News, VA 23607, by noon 
Monday, April 27. 

Citizens Climate Lobby rep-
resentative Bob Lindsey said 
CCL got more names of inter-
ested people than at any previous 
exhibits. 

“It was an amazing day. The 
upbeat atmosphere was as won-
derful as the weather and I think 
the Earth Day theme has hit a 
note that will endure,” said NAPS 
president Bill Estell, adding that a 
lot of volunteers made it all work.  
He gave special thanks to Omega 
Protein for its support, including 
its team of runners.

NAPS Earth Day 5k Race/
Walk appear onpage C3.

NEWS 
BREAK

■ Crime prevention
The McGuire VA Medical 

Center, Rural Health Initia-
tive at 11:15 a.m. April 24 and 
May 15 will visit the American 
Legion Adams Post 86, 886 
Waverly Avenue, Kilmarnock. 
On-site registration is available 
and family members are wel-
come.

Health Education for Veter-
ans will include an introduc-
tion to healthy eating, increas-
ing activity, healthy lifestyle 
tips, reducing risks, setting 
goals, learning self-care skills, 
visiting with a dietician and 
blood pressure checks.
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1977 Ranger 28’ sailboat

2000 Rinker 242 Fiesta Vee Cruiser

1972 C&C Sailboat

GRACE CHURCH YARD 
SALE & AUCTION

Saturday, May 2nd

Camp Kekoka (Boys Camp)

Auction 10 am 

All Proceeds Go To Community Non-Profits

Additional Auction items include kayaks, 
fiberglass dinghy’s, a sailfish, a pristine 
white Ford truck cap for a Super Duty six 
foot bed and a Chrysler Sport Van in excel-
lent condition. 

Any questions please call 
Juidy Ripley 436-7233.

The Rappahannock Foundation for the Arts 
(RFA) on April 19 hosted a performance 

by the Hot Sardines at the Lancaster Middle 
School Theater in Kilmarnock.

The front men for the Hot Sardines are 
Jason Prover (trumpet), Nick Myers (clarinet/
sax), and Mike Sailors (trombone/cornet). The 
rhythm and percussion men are Alex Raderman 
(drums), Evan Crane (bass), “Fast Eddy” Fran-
cisco (tap dancer), and the band leader, Evan 

“Bibs” Palazzo (piano).
Bob Parins (guitar and vocals) sat in as sub-

stitute for Miz Elizabeth.
They played two sets with a short intermis-

sion, lots of Fats Waller, Gershwin brothers, 
Cole Porter, and New Orleans jazz standards 
such as “St. James Infirmary,” reported RFA 
board member and treasurer and John Cann.

The show concluded the RFA’s On Stage 
series for 2014-15.

C L A R AV I L L E — T h e 
Northern Neck Master Gar-
deners will hold a rain barrel 
workshop at Farm and Field 
Day April 25 at Northumber-
land High School, 201 Aca-
demic Lane, Claraville. The 
workshop will take place 
from 10 a.m. to noon. All 
necessary tools and parts will 
be supplied.  

Master Gardeners will 
assist participants in outfit-
ting recycled 50-gallon bar-
rels complete with spigot, 
screened lid, and two over-
flow pipes for use in collect-
ing rain water. The Master 
Gardeners also will help by 
answering questions about 
use and upkeep. 

“Saving precious water with 
a rain barrel is a great way 
to get started on the growing 
season,” said Master Gar-
dener Sharon Lemke. “You 
get a plentiful supply of no 
cost water that is naturally 
soft and is without contami-
nants such as chlorine, fluo-
ride, and sodium. A roof area 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
American Red Cross urges eli-
gible donors to give blood this 
May in honor of World Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Day 
on May 8, the birthday of Inter-
national Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement founder 
Henry Dunant.  

World Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Day recognizes the 
local and global impact of the 
Red Cross mission, explained 
media contact Kristen Hatfield.

For more than 130 years, 
the American Red Cross has 
been helping people, including 
those in need of blood transfu-
sions, in communities across 
the U.S., said Hatfield. It is the 
only blood services organiza-
tion that also provides disaster 
relief, services for active and 
veteran military personnel and 
their families, and health and 
safety training. 

Last year, about 3.1 mil-
lion volunteer blood donors 
rolled up a sleeve to help the 
Red Cross meet the needs of 
patients at approximately 2,600 
hospitals nationwide. Donors 
of all blood types—especially 
those with types O negative, A 
negative and B negative—are 
needed to help ensure blood 
is available for patients this 
spring.

To make an appointment 
to give blood, download the 
Red Cross Blood Donor App, 
visit redcrossblood.org, or 
call 1-800-733-2767. Those 
who are unable to give blood 
can support blood donations 
and invite others to make a 
lifesaving donation by creat-
ing a SleevesUp virtual blood 
drive at redcrossblood.org/
SleevesUp. 

Upcoming blood donation 
opportunities include:

May 7, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Rappahannock General Hospi-
tal, 101 Harris Drive, Kilmar-
nock.

May 7, 2 to 7 p.m., White 
Stone Church of the Nazarene 
Family Life Center, 57 Whisk 
Drive, White Stone.

May 12, 1 to 7 p.m., Tappa-
hannock-Essex Volunteer Fire 
Department, 620 Airport Road, 
Tappahannock.

May 12, 1 to 6 p.m., Urbanna 
Baptist Church, 121 Watling 
Street, Urbanna.

May 14, 1:30 to 6:30 p.m., 
Warsaw Baptist Church, 226 
Main Street, Warsaw.

Photo by John Cann

Hot Sardines present jazz concert

Master Gardeners will hold rain barrel 
workshop at Farm and Field Day Saturday

Friday 4/24 - First Pick $10 Donation 4-7

Saturday 4/25 - Shop ‘til it Stops! 10-5

Sunday 4/26 - Clearance Blowout 12-4

35 South Main Street

Benefit Fashion Sale

(804) 435-8800

100% of the proceeds go to the Haven

great brands like: Chicos ~ J. Jill ~ Flax ~
Ralph Lauren ~ Cut Loose ~ Tulip & more
for just $5 -$25.       Don’t miss out!

Give a pint: 
Celebrate 
World Red
Cross Day

Reader’s theater production raises $1,100

RICHMOND—The Virginia Home in Richmond has been a 
quiet leader in the care of adult Virginians with physical disabili-
ties for 121 years, providing lifelong comfort and security while 
enriching the lives of the residents in their care.

The Virginia Home recently held its fifth annual Stories of 
Courage & Grace at The Jefferson Hotel in Richmond. Barbara 
and Hugh Lovell of Irvington were among the Gold Sponsors of 
the annual fundraiser for the Virginia Home, reported B. Lovell.

Featured speakers included Henry Winkler, “The Fonze” of 
Happy Days, and Marlee Matlin, youngest recipient of the Acad-
emy Award.

of 40 feet by 20 feet can pro-
vide as much as 500 gallons of 
water during a single one-inch 
rainfall event. Capturing rain 
water this way keeps runoff 
from adding sediments, nutri-
ents, and other contaminants 
leached from the land into 
nearby waterways.”

Rain barrels constructed at 

the workshop cost $50 each. To 
register, send a check covering 
the cost of the desired number 
of rain barrels to the Northern 
Neck Master Gardeners, Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension 
Office, P.O. Box 400, Heaths-
ville, VA 22473.  Include 
name, address and telephone 
number. Also include an e-mail 
address to receive an electronic 
confirmation. 

Ready-made rain barrels 
can be obtained for $60 from 
Edna Roberts, 438-4238.

Additional rain barrel 
workshops will be held June 
13 at Menokin and August 22 
at Belle Isle State Park. 

Irvington couple attend
Courage & Grace event
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In contemporary times one of the standards, 
indeed a Litmus test, of whether one knows 

the Northern Neck or not is whether he or she 
knows Walice Smith. For over a half century 
now, Walice has been one of the most recog-
nizable faces in Kilmarnock. She began her 
career at the drug store in the old days when 
it included a soda fountain and lunch coun-
ter, then transitioned over to the more modern 
way of being a pure pharmacy without the 
wonderful socialization that the counter had 
provided for decades.

Walice’s local fame may be attributed to 
her ever cheerful presence behind the counter 
and her caring concern for patients coming 
to have their prescriptions filled. She is in the 
top ranks of the most genuine people anyone 
ever will meet. She deeply cares about all 
those who cross her path, and she always has 
time for each person.

Walice and her husband of more than a half 
century, Carroll, live at the summit of Pebble 
Hill, in a grand old farmhouse surrounded 
by their acres of bucolic countryside, not far 
from the burgeoning metropolis of Remo, 
itself being a satellite city of Wicomico 

Church. Their house is a museum document-
ing the friends they have known across the 
years, with countless pictures of many of 
them displayed on their bookshelves. 

With every photograph Walice has an 
interesting story, or two, or three, about the 
individuals portrayed, and delights in relat-
ing the tales. She has a great facility to tell 
folks interesting stories, coupling them with 

augmentations based on her insightful wit. 
Her friend, the late Henry Pittman, was the 
ideal foil for such exchanges, the two of them 
providing many lunch counter customers 
glimpses into authentic Virginia small town 
life.

In 1997 when Attorney General Jim Gilm-
ore visited Kilmarnock during his campaign 
for governor, he was videotaped speaking 
with Walice in front of the pharmacy. The two 
of them clearly were enjoying each other’s 
company chatting away, and the video made 
the news and later the television ads. No one, 
whether a governor or a man-in-the-street, or 
more correctly, I should say “person-in-the-
street,” can fail to have an engaging conversa-
tion with Walice. She places everyone in the 
world in one of two categories, the first being 
her friends, and the second, those she as yet 
has not met. 

During her working years Walice was a ver-
itable time machine, driving to work, going 
to the store, delivering medicines around 
Kilmarnock, and ultimately heading back to 
the farm. She could be caught each morn-
ing about 8:30 at Tri-Star where she virtually 

held court crossing the parking lot to and fro 
in the course of gathering the day’s supplies.

Several years ago Walice decided to retire, 
thereby causing all of us to look for a new 
guidepost as we begin our day’s town activi-
ties. Earlier I referred to small town life, per-
haps to some an amorphous expression, but 
in reality it is the glue that holds our country 
together and gives meaning to the bonds that 
unite people in every corner of rural America. 
From its inception Kilmarnock has repre-
sented the best of that tradition, and for these 
many recent years Walice has been one of the 
cornerstones upon which that ethos has been 
built.

This coming Monday Walice will become 
a semi-sesquicentenarian; I use that term to 
avoid revealing a lady’s age publicly. Joining 
the dozens, hundreds, actually thousands of 
her other friends, I offer thanks for the won-
derful years of kindness and care she has 
shown to numbers of people known only to 
God, and wish her many blessings for the 
future.

Happy Birthday, Walice! I hope Carroll 
bakes you a twelve-layer cake.

Earlier I referred to small 
town life, perhaps to some 
an amorphous expres-
sion, but in reality it is the 
glue that holds our country 
together and gives mean-
ing to the bonds that unite 
people in every corner of 
rural America.

Focal Point

This Japanese cherry tree at the home of Ann Anthony has welcomed spring to 
Lively for more than 30 years.

Photo by Chrissy Kener

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

In President Obama’s weekly 
address on April 18 he stated: 
“Climate Change can no longer 
be denied …..”. 

Yes, climate does change, 
but naturally and on a cyclical 
basis. The only climate change 
Mr. Obama talks about is what 
used to be referred to as “man-
made global warming.”

Manmade global warming 
has been rejected by hundreds 
of honest scientists, environ-
mentalists, and meteorologists 
having no agenda. Their work 
is readily available for you to 
read if you are really interested 
in the truth.

A few examples of the hoax 
being pushed by the president 
and his global warming allies 
(man-maders, I call them): 
There is no empirical data, 
actual measurements, support-
ing the claims of “man-mad-
ers.” Their case is based solely 
on computer generated models, 
such as that of the University 
of East Anglia, UK.  It was dis-
covered to have been fed biased 

Mr. President, 
Another lie?

data, and which appeared to 
cover up output that did not 
support the man-made agenda.       

The push to reduce carbon 
emissions, which are only 
trace elements in greenhouse 
gases, is a scam to redistribute 
money, exacting harsh financial 
penalties on fossil fuel users.

The president stated that 
he was going drive fossil fuel 
electricity generating compa-
nies out of business, making 
electricity extremely expensive 
for the average user. Is this not 
a radical agenda? 

Another scheme, posited by 
one of our local PhDs, rec-
ommended charging carbon 
generators $10 per ton per 
month, increasing annually, 
with the revenue generated by 
these confiscatory taxes being 
returned to individual house-
holds.

Really? When has the gov-
ernment ever taken our money 
and then returned it to us?

Bottom line: We all want to 
protect our environment, but 
we want to do it correctly and 
efficiently.

F. C. Dugan III,
Hague

150 years ago this month
April 1865: The Final Days of War

April 1-3: The Union achieves a major breakthrough of the 
Confederate lines around Petersburg at the Battle of Five Forks. 
Lee abandons Petersburg and orders a withdrawal from Richmond. 
During the evacuation, Confederate soldiers set fire to tobacco ware-
houses in Richmond to keep supplies out of Union hands. Strong 
winds spread the flames and most of the city’s commercial district is 
accidentally burned to ruins. Further chaos ensues with rioting and 
plundering mobs.

April 5-6: Confederate Army Captain 
Fitzhugh of the 5th Virginia Cavalry 
leads an expedition of 28 men to capture 
the Union steamer Harriet De Ford near 
Fair Haven, below Annapolis, on the 
Chesapeake Bay and bring her to the 
Rappahannock.

Fitzhugh reports the total capture of 
“2 vessels, 1 steamer, 1 cannon, 62 stand 
of small-arms, and many other valu-
able stores, and 205 prisoners, including 
about 60 negroes.”

He also details his subterfuge: “I with 
one man went up in the country to a 
small village and reported ourselves as 
deserters from Grant’s army, who desired 
to go to Baltimore. From the citizens 
I learned that the De Ford would drop 
down the river the next day en route for 
Baltimore...Reaching Herring Bay the 
next morning about 4 o’clock we found 
it all dotted over with the lights from the 
mast-heads of the numerous vessels at 
anchor, and selecting one of the largest as well as the most isolated 
we proceeded to capture her as a prize to operate from as well as 
secrete my men until time for action. Arousing our officers and men 
from their quiet slumbers we took possession of the boat, securing 
the prisoners below under guard, where my men feasted on the fine 
oysters with which she was about one-third loaded. That morning 
equipping nineteen of my best men in the clothes of the boats crew 
we went on shore….

“As soon as the De Ford landed we went on board and procured 
passage for Baltimore under guise of wood-choppers [pretending 
to be woodcutters seeking work]. I immediately proceeded to place 
my men in positions to command all points of the boat, from the 
engine-room to the pilot-house, and when about five miles from 
shore, finding all was in readiness, I went to the pilot-house, where 
the captain was, exposing my uniform and arms, and demanded 
the surrender of the boat in the name of the Confederate States. 
Seeing resistance useless, he ordered the surrender of the boat…At 
the wharf we landed [released] all non-combatants and a part of the 
boat’s crew….

We reached Dividing River [Dimer’s Creek in Union accounts] a 
few miles north of the Rappahannock the next morning about day-

light, when we pushed up the river as far as we could go, after which 
we removed from the boat all valuables and a part of the machinery 
and a gun (a brass pivot gun) and then setting fire to her burnt the 
steamer to the water’s edge.”

 The Union Navy reacted to losing the De Ford with instructions 
to “recapture or destroy her without delay.” Lieutenant-Commander 
Hooker, aboard the USS Commodore Read, is informed that the 
De Ford is in Indian Creek. He reports, “I at once proceeded to that 
place, taking with me the Coeur de Lion and Heliotrope…I pro-
ceeded up the creek to as high a point as I could reach in this vessel, 

say about 5 miles, the light drafts 
going from 1 to 2 miles farther…all 
of us shelling woods and suspicious 
places.”

Hooker then hears that the captured 
steamer is in Dimer’s Creek instead of 
Indian Creek. There he finds the wreck 
still burning from the Confederates. 
He completes the destruction by firing 
into the boiler and machinery.

Hooker further writes, “I have 
report that the negroes captured in the 
steamer were taken to Kilmarnock and 
sold at auction yesterday afternoon. 
I would respectfully suggest that 
there are many rank rebels, male and 
female, within our reach who might be 
seized as hostages for these negroes.”

 April 9: Lee cannot continue with 
his remaining army of only 20,000 
men and he surrenders to Grant near 
Appomattox Court House.

 April 13: Commander Parker of the 
Potomac Flotilla reports reactions to the surrender: “On my way up 
the Rappahannock several influential citizens called upon me to say 
that the inhabitants of Essex and Middlesex counties were ready to 
return to their allegiance to the Government…The people are said 
to be in great need of food, clothing, and medicines, and I think that 
both humanity and sound policy would dictate the opening of the 
Rappahannock to trade, under military restriction, at the earliest 
practicable moment.”

 April 14: President Lincoln is assassinated. Union forces in Vir-
ginia and Maryland are on high alert for the escaped John Wilkes 
Booth. He is captured and killed near Port Royal on April 26.

 April 23: People of Kilmarnock offer to return boats and other 
property taken from the De Ford. Its gun, a brass 6-pounder, is 
recovered a few days later.

 April 27: Many Confederate officers and soldiers “on the north-
ern neck of Virginia and on the right bank of the Rappahannock” 
are surrendering and seeking paroles.

 This article is provided by the Mary Ball Washington Museum & 
Library and Lancaster County Civil War Sesquicentennial Commit-
tee with assistance from Ed Trexler, author of Civil War Northern 
Neck. 

Civil War Sesquicentennial

“We reached Dividing River 
[Dimer’s Creek in Union accounts] 
a few miles north of the Rappahan-
nock the next morning about day-
light, when we pushed up the river 
as far as we could go, after which 
we removed from the boat all valu-
ables and a part of the machinery 
and a gun (a brass pivot gun) and 
then setting fire to her burnt the 
steamer to the water’s edge.”

Report from 
Congress

by Rep. Rob Wittman

Two of the issues I’m most 
passionate about are reform-
ing Washington and ensuring 
that our national security 
infrastructure is solid and 
well-resourced. I recently 
had an opportunity to vote 
for legislation that, despite 
being imperfect, provides the 
best and most realistic path 
forward on those two goals. 
This piece of legislation was 
the House budget resolution 
for fiscal year 2016.  

 One of my first actions 
of 2015 was to introduce 
the No Budget, No Pay 
Act (H.R. 174), which 
would prohibit members of 
Congress from receiving 
paychecks if their respec-
tive chamber doesn’t pass a 
budget resolution by mid-
April. My goal  is to ensure 
Congress returns to a path of 
regular, consistent passage of 
budget resolutions in order to 
provide a degree of certainty 
to federal government opera-
tions. 

By including a No Budget 
No Pay provision, this year’s 
budget represents a step 
forward in that return to so-
called “regular order,” and it 
also provides a way forward 
for addressing our fiscal 
crisis.

I voted for this budget 
framework because I have 
a duty as a member of 
Congress to provide for the 
common defense, and the 
funding included in this leg-
islation will help ensure that 
we are giving our men and 
women the resources consis-
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You know it’s spring in the 
lower Northern Neck when yard 
sales dominate the classified 
section. In fact, community yard 
sales have migrated throughout 
the newspaper.

I never really understood why 
anybody would be so interested 
in somebody else’s junk.

Call it whatever you want—
lawn sale, basement sale, garage 
sale, attic sale, closet sale, patio 
sale, moving sale, thrift sale, 
rummage sale, spring cleaning 
sale, tag sale, white elephant 
sale, second hand sale, junk 
sale—it’s all junk.

The merchandise might be 
slightly used and it might hold 
some value to someone, but it’s 
still junk to me.

Discarded, excess, surplus, 
unwanted, unneeded, pre-tested, 
whatever—it’s still junk.

Everybody wants a bargain. 
Yard sale shoppers are the ulti-
mate bargain hunters. They’re 
thrifty, shrewd, prepared and 
motivated. Don’t get in their way.

Most of them have been up 
before dawn. They’ve got a plan. 
They’ve scoured the classifieds. 
They’ve made their lists. They’ve 
got a budget. They’ve got a 
schedule. They’re going to shop 
more than one sale. They’ve 
gotten directions. They’ve pro-
gramed the sites into the GPS.

They’re carrying a calcula-
tor, cell phone, maybe even a 
computer so they can make com-
parisons. They’ve got cash and 
they’re ready to haggle.

They’ve waited all week for 
Saturday morning. They want to 
hit the sales before all the “good” 
stuff is grabbed.

Ready, set, yard sale.
The Lancaster by the Bay 

Chamber of Commerce will host 
a community yard sale from 8 
a.m. to noon Saturday, April 25, 
at Kilmarnock’s North Main 
Street lot adjacent to the dog 
park.

The Grace Church Yard Sale  
will be held from 8 a.m. to noon 
May 2 at YMCA/APYC Camp 
Kekoka, 1083 Boys Camp Road, 
Kilmarnock. The yard sale auc-
tion will begin at 10 a.m.

Yard sales will take place from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. May 2 in the 
James A. Vick Pavilion and on 
grounds of the Morattico Water-
front Museum, 6584 Morattico 
Road, Morattico. Additional 
sales throughout the village will 
be held from 8 a.m. to noon.

Kilmarnock United Methodist 
Church will conduct a yard sale 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. May 2 at 
89 East Church Street, Kilmar-
nock. Saving money, while 
saving lives—the yard sale pro-
ceeds will support missions.

Lancaster/Northumberland 
Habitat for Humanity will hold a 
yard sale featuring items for use 
in home building, remodeling 
or repair. Hours are 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. May 7-9, 14-16 and 21-22 
and 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. May 
23 at 460 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

For more yard sales, check the 
classifieds weekly.
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*See your independent Trane dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Special financing offers OR trade-in allowances from $100 
up to $1,150 valid on qualifying systems only. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited. Offer expires 05/31/2015.

Bundle your air conditioning and heating system purchase  
and get rewarded with year-round peace of mind and a 

super hot deal that’s too cool to pass up!

purchase  
nd and a
p ppass up!

804.435.5726

HUGE Yard Sale
Kilmarnock Antique

Gallery
144 School Street

Saturday, April 25th

(Rain date Saturday, May 2)

www.deedavidandco.com

We Design Kitchens, Bathrooms, 

Laundry Rooms, Outdoor Kitchens 

and more!
Call to schedule an in-home consultation

or to visit the Studio in Lottsburg.
–804-724-0829–

tent with the missions they are being tasked with both now and in 
the future. As chairman of the House Armed Services Readiness 
subcommittee, I take this responsibility seriously.

This budget resolution was certainly not perfect. Throughout 
the process, I voiced my opposition to how this budget proposes 
to fund base budget defense programs through a fund originally 
intended for contingency operations only. This type of funding 
mechanism is short-sighted and leads to uncertainty, which is 
especially dangerous in light of the looming defense cuts known as 
sequestration that I believe must be set aside.

I also remain concerned that this budget continues to attempt to 
address our fiscal crisis on the backs of our hardworking federal 
employees. The First District is home to thousands of federal work-
ers and retirees who have made many sacrifices while continuing 
to serve this nation selflessly. Deficit reduction efforts should be 
focused more realistically on addressing the true drivers of our 
debt.

There is no doubt that this was a very challenging decision. 
But in life, there is no room for maybe, and I chose to vote for 
this budget resolution because it provides the best opportunity for 
restoring our nation’s fiscal health and putting the government on a 
smarter budgeting path while also ensuring our military is properly 
funded. Thanks to the many of you who contributed your feedback, 
thoughts, and ideas during the budget process.

 As I carry out my duties, constituent service is at the heart of 
every step and every action. I hope you’ll consider filling out the 
Constituent Service Survey at wittman.house.gov. Go to the news-
room and click on the weekly update for April 17. Your responses 
and feedback are critical for me as I seek to improve quality and 
provide the best possible service to you.

Congress
continued from page A6

Do you Remember?
One of the largest crowds to visit Dream Fields attended 
opening day April 20, 1966, according to Carroll Lee 
Ashburn, president of the Kilmarnock Museum. Former 
University of Virginia and NBA star Ralph Sampson, 

represented the Lancaster board of supervisors on the 
mound. “Do you Remember” is a community service of 
the museum. 

The Lancaster County Demo-
cratic Committee (LCDC) will 
meet April 27 at the Bank of 
Lancaster northside, 432 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock. The 
doors will open at 6:30 p.m. for 
a pre-meeting social. 

At 7 p.m., the formal program 
will include business essentials, 
results of March’s “Dining with 
Dems” dinner, status of our 
membership drive, and a brief 
report on this year’s elections, 
said chairman Bob Prescott,

“This will be the final LCDC 
meeting at the Bank of Lancaster 
northside,” said Prescott. “The 
committee wishes to express 
its appreciation to the Bank of 
Lancaster for hosting our regular 
meetings for many years. The 
bank has been a model of com-
munity involvement.” 

The featured speaker will be 
Larry F. McGlamary, represen-
tative and organizer for the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electri-
cal Workers. He will discuss the 
Commonwealth’s Right to Work 
law—what it means and how it 
affects workers. A recent ruling 
by the National Labor Relations 
Board to enforce new guidelines 

Larry F. McGlamary

Lancaster Democrats
will meet on Monday

in the organizing process will be 
covered.  

McGlamary will share his 
experience with union bust-
ing specialists, and how they 
pressure the workforce during 
organizing campaigns. He also 
will lead a discussion on how 
corporations use the law to cir-
cumvent procedures to prolong 
the election process to an unfair 
advantage. 

Since 1949, May has been 
observed as National Mental 
Health Awareness Month. Each 
year millions of Americans 
struggle with the challenges 
of having a mental illness. 
During May, the National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
and many other organiza-
tions, advocates and activists 
are bringing mental illness to 
the forefront of the nation’s 
thoughts.  

According to NAMI, one in 
five adults in America experi-
ence a mental illness. One half 
of chronic mental illness begins 
by the age of 14.  Some 90% of 
those who die by suicide have 
an underlying mental illness.

May is National Mental Health Awareness Month
by Denise LaRue Because of the stigma asso-

ciated with mental illness, 
many people do not seek the 
help they need, said Peggy 
Newsome, president of the 
NAMI Mid-Tidewater affiliate. 
Our vision is that people with 
mental illness will be accepted 
in society just as those with any 
other health disorder.

“ In May and throughout the 
year, we offer support, infor-
mation and services to those 
impacted by mental illness. 
Our programs include support 
groups for adults with mental 
illness, support groups for 
families and caregivers of indi-
viduals with mental illness, and 
courses for family members 
of people with mental illness 
who need the knowledge and 

skills to cope more effectively. 
We believe where there is help, 
there is hope,” said Newsome. 

NAMI Mid-Tidewater offers 
several support groups.

Connections Support Groups 
for adults living with mental 
illness are offered from:

fourth Thursdays at Bridges 
Counseling Center, 113 DMV 
Drive, Kilmarnock. 

and third Fridays at Gloucester 
Library, 6920 Main Street, 
Gloucester.

84 Main Street, Warsaw.
The contact for Connections 

is Mike at 480-0355.
Family Support Groups 

for families and caregivers of 

people living with mental ill-
ness are offered from:

Mondays at Urbanna Baptist 
Church, 121 Watling Street, 
Urbanna. Contact: 684-1480.

-
days, King William Coun-
seling Center, 1041 Sharon 
Road, King William. Con-
tact:241-7330.

NAMI Mid-Tidewater 
(www.nami-mid-tidewater.org) 
is an affiliate of the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness, a 
non-profit support, education 
and advocacy group for indi-
viduals and families affected 
by mental health conditions. 

Denise LaRue serves as 
board secretary for NAMI Mid-
Tidewater.

My husband and I are particularly 
annoyed by the use of “you guys” 
whether addressing males or females, 
or younger or older people.  It is 
demeaning to older people and shows 
no imagination or respect.  Is it actu-
ally polite? 

Caroline K., Irvington
Dear Caroline,
According to Erin McKean, a lexicographer who 

founded Wordnik, an interesting on-line English 
dictionary, being addressed as “you guys” is one of 
the “more widespread vocative peeves” of people. 
This is particularly true among women.

First, the word guys is a male noun, coming from 
the name Guy Fawkes, who tried to blow up the 
House of Parliament in 1605. Most people feel that 
is not a lot to commend it.

 Secondly, it is a most casual term of address. 
Although the person using it may do so hoping to 
assure the person he is talking to that he accepts 
them as an equal, in the service arena, the customer 
should feel that he or she is respected and, well, 
served… not part of the waiter’s immediate circle 
of friends.

I am sure that “you guys,” or “hey guys” for that 
matter, are not used by people wishing to be insult-
ing. There are other, more decidedly negative nouns 

than guys. Rather, the problem may be that there 
are few alternatives that appeal to our younger citi-
zens. I am told they view “ Ladies and Gentlemen”  
(Ma’am/Sir) as too stilted,  although unbeknownst 
to them their older audiences and customers are 
likely to prefer it.

Some feel that just saying “you” is too cold. 
However, if it is included in a personal message 
such as, “Hello.  It’s nice to have you here this eve-
ning. Would you like to order a beverage?” it is hos-
pitable. 

In casual situations, the term “folks” is accept-
able to most people. It is inclusive, and we are all 
folks, which is something the word guy cannot lay 
claim to being.

 But are the newer terms polite? Well, that depends 
on whether they are said with respect which is the 
number one characteristic of politeness.

In the end, perhaps we recipients should judge the 
total experience with those who address us as guys, 
giving the other person the benefit of any doubt…
and trying to keep our peeve pressure down.  

Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited to e-mail your man-
ners questions to her and she will respond as time 
and space allow. You may contact her at youarepo-
lite1@verizon.net and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

Because You Are Polite...
                                               Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick
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good help for a lifetime

BON SECOURS VIRGINIA HEALTH SYSTEM

Rappahannock General Hospital is now 
Bon Secours Rappahannock General Hospital. 

That means you still get the convenience and great service you’ve come
to expect, plus the good help difference that Bon Secours gives to every 
patient. Good help is our commitment to excellence in everything we do, 
while connecting with the community to deliver more hugs, more laughs, 
and more of the life moments that you deserve. Choose Bon Secours 
Rappahannock General Hospital. Rediscover quality care close to home, 
the kind of care that leads to a lifetime of good health.

goodhelpforlife.com


