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Dani Basye’s motto on life is penned across the young woman’s muscular 
biceps and deltoids: Live the life you love. Which is what the Northumber-

land native seems to be doing. 
She released her grip on the chin up bar and dropped to the ground, her arm 

muscles bulging already, even at the start of her workout at the Northern Neck 
Family YMCA in Kilmarnock, where Basye works part time as a personal trainer 
and group fitness instructor. She spends the rest of her work week in the wellness 
center at the Northumberland Family YMCA in Heathsville. 

In her down time she pumps iron and works out, usually about 10 to 12 hours 
a week. 

Basye, 27, of Lottsburg recently competed in her first bodybuilding competi-
tion, the fifth annual NC Mega Muscle Expo in Durham, N.C., where she placed 
first in women’s bodybuilding (overall), second in women’s physique in the 5-feet 
5-inch and under class and Best Female Poser of the Show. 

“Your workouts are the easiest part of training for a show. You just have to 
make sure you’re challenging yourself every day,” said Basye, who is now train-
ing for the Max Muscle show in Woodbridge on April 25. “To get ready for com-
petition, it’s about 70 to 80% nutrition and the rest is in the gym.”

Basye will compete alongside Troy Wyne, a bodybuilder, trainer, YMCA 
instructor and owner of Results Oriented Massage in Kilmarnock. Wyne was 
Basye’s coach in Durham. Stephan Kitchen of Heathsville assisted her with 
poses. 

A 2005 graduate of Northumberland High School, Basye was a three-sport 
athlete. She played field hockey, basketball and was a member of the school’s 
2003 Group A state runner-up softball team. She started weight lifting as a high 
school junior in strength conditioning class but it “wasn’t until about three years 
ago I started having the dream to get on stage and compete,” she said. 

Basye graduated from 
Longwood University in 
2010 with a bachelor’s in 
kinesiology with a concen-
tration in athletic training. She was an athletic trainer from 2010 until 2014, when 
she “decided to switch gears and go into the fitness world.”

She returned to the Northern Neck in August 2014 after living in Ohio and 
Maryland. 

“Of all the places to train, I really didn’t think I’d be able to come back to Nor-
thumberland and be able to do this,” she said.

Although there aren’t any female bodybuilders at either the Northern Neck or 
Northumberland YMCAs, Basye has befriended Wyne, Kitchen and other male 
bodybuilders and lifters. 

“I’ve been so fortunate to find such a good support team and I especially want 
to thank my parents, Laurie and Greg Basye, for all their support,” she said. 

She started athletic training because it allowed her to still be on the sports field, 
said Bayse. She started bodybuilding because she’s a born competitor.  

“With my competitive nature, stepping on the stage is amazing. Being under 
the lights, being judged. It’s something you can’t explain until you do it,” she 
said.

WHITE STONE—Deputy Mayor 
David Jones briefly took the gavel 
from Mayor Randy Reeves at last 
Thursday’s meeting. While Jones was 
in charge, council voted unanimously, 
6-0, to purchase a .3999-acre parcel 
for a possible town parking lot. 

William Hubbard made the motion 
to assume a purchase contract from 
Reeves and reimburse the mayor 
for any down payment he may have 
already spent to buy the property. 
Blair Kenyon seconded the motion 
and council members Kenyon, Hub-
bard, Jones, Joe Sliakis, Jennifer 
Hodges and Kelli Blankenship voted 
in favor. Councilman Irving Britting-
ham was absent. 

The parcel, 576 Rappahannock 
Drive, is adjacent to a town-owned 
parking area next to the post office. 
The property, which includes a home, 

went up for public auction on March 
27 and Reeves placed the high bid of 
$14,300.

“I saw an opportunity for the town 
and we weren’t able to have a meeting 
before the auction,” Reeves said after 
the vote. 

He removed himself from the meet-
ing and passed the gavel to Jones 
before discussions began. Jones told 
council the property is behind the 
former White Stone Wine and Cheese 
building and includes a home and a 
right-of-way to a drainfield for River 
Market. It would be an ideal place to 
have a public parking lot, he said. 

“The thing is they are not making 
any more property in town,” said 
Jones. To have public parking the 
town would have to annex property 
beyond White Stone Family Practice 
and “Who would want to park and 
walk that far?” he asked. 

During the discussion, Jones noted 

Reeves bought it with the intent of 
offering it to the town for the same 
purchase price, but if the town didn’t 
buy it, he would probably renovate 
the house for rent, or resale. 

Planning commission chairman 
John Taliaferro supported the pur-
chase.

“The planning commission has 
been looking at off-street parking 
needs for a while,” he said. 

Reeves agreed to purchase the 
property for $14,300. It is valued at 
$67,500 with the improvements and 
$27,500 without them, said town 
attorney Matson Terry, who also sup-
ported the purchase. 

“I would feel comfortable recom-
mending we [buy it],” said Jones. 

Council directed Terry to draw up 
a contract assuming the contract from 
Reeves. Closings on auctions usually 
have to occur within 30 days, said 
Terry.

WHITE STONE—The town council 
on April 2 voted unanimously, 6-0, to 
authorize a change order of $7,500 for 
an environmental study by Bowman 
Consulting. 

The company conducted the Prelimi-
nary Engineering Report (PER) for a 
Virginia Department of Housing and 
Community Development (DHCD) 
Community Development Block Grant 
application which the town submitted 
March 25. 

One component of the block grant is 
a town wastewater treatment and col-
lections system. The town is seeking 
$1.4 million for phase one of the town 
renovation project, including $400,000 
toward a sewer system. Additional 
funding will have to come from other 
sources, including $4,340,000 sought 
from the U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture’s Rural Development Program. 
Town manager Patrick Frere received 

a letter from the USDA two weeks ago 
in support of a town sewer system. But 
according to Frere, the USDA requires 
an updated PER as well as an environ-
mental study. The environmental study 
was not part of the original $22,500 
quoted by Bowman for the PER. 

The $7,500 extra cost will be reim-
bursable to the town by Rural Develop-
ment, said Frere. 

Blair Kenyon made the motion to allot 
the additional money for the study and it 
was seconded by William Hubbard. 

“This is another step in the right direc-
tion for the town,” said Mayor Randy 
Reeves. 

Frere also told council since its last 
meeting on March 19, which included a 
public hearing on the block grant appli-
cation, the town has received $110,000 
in grant funding from the Southeast 

Rural Community Assistance Project 
Inc. (SeRCAP). The money is allocated 
in two payments of $55,000 each on July 
1, 2015, and July 1, 2016.

The town also received a commit-
ment of $26,000 from the Bay Aging 
Weatherization Assistance Program to 
help weatherize four houses in the proj-
ect area. Some 15 houses were identified 
as substandard. About half are slated 
for rehabilitation and half for complete 
demolition and replacement, said Frere. 

Also since the last meeting, the town 
has gotten commitments from 90 house-
holds out of the projected 175 for sewer 
hookups. 

“We really need to thank Patrick for all 
the work he has put in [on this applica-
tion],” said Reeves. “We are very blessed 
and fortunate to have him.”

Planning commission chairman John 
Taliaferro agreed and called for a round 
of applause.

Town authorizes environmental
study for proposed sewer system

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

White Stone purchases lot for off-street parking
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Spring sandlot teams warm up for invitational
Lancaster High School shortstop Loren Moore makes the force out at second and turns to throw to 

Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Personal trainer excels in 
bodybuilding competition

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Everybody has a story
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We Need Your Donations Now

100% of the SALE proceeds go directly to The Haven
The Haven provides free services to 
those who have experienced sexual 
or domestic violence within the 
Northen Neck and Essex Co.
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LANCASTER—County 
officials got a passing grade at 
the March 26 board of supervi-
sors meeting on the audit report 
covering financial activity for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 
2014.

Paul Lee, from the inde-
pendent accounting firm of 
Robinson, Farmer, Cox Asso-
ciates, reported Lancaster’s 
assets exceeded its liabilities at 
the close of the fiscal cycle by 
$8,325,030, down $22,888 for 
the year.

The county reported a 
fund balance of $4,865,477, 
a decrease of $954,840. The 
figure includes an unassigned 
fund balance of $4,405,474, or 
19% of the total general fund 
expenditures. The decrease was 
largely attributed to completion 

KILMARNOCK—YMCA/
APYC Camp Kekoka’s open 
waterfront space has turned into 
a construction site in anticipa-
tion of the 2015 summer season.

The camp will soon be wrap-
ping up $2.1 million in new 
construction, according to camp 
executive Cassie Leichty. The 
construction includes eight new 
cabins and a new dining hall.

The old dining hall has 
an outdated fire suppression 

system that was grandfathered 
into current building and safety 
codes. If it had needed repair, 
it would have shut the camp 
down for legal reasons, said 
Leichty. The new dining facil-
ity is up-to-date and climate 
controlled.

The new cabins sleep 10 
campers and two staff mem-
bers each, and are arranged 
around a new central meeting 
area. They are also climate 
controlled and have bath-
room facilities, which the old 

cabins did not have.
The new facilities will allow 

Camp Kekoka to continue 
to expand. Leichty said the 
camp’s programs get bigger 
every year. The cabins are 
expected to be ready in time 
for the camp’s yoga retreat on 
the weekend of May 15, and all 
construction should be com-
pleted in time for summer pro-
gramming to begin June 21.

Camp Kekoka is on Indian 
Creek at 1083 Boys Camp 
Road, Kilmarnock.

IRVINGTON—The town council will meet at 7:30 p.m. 
tonight, April 9, at Town Hall, 235 Steamboat Road.

Agenda items include an update on plans for a representa-
tive from Legislative Services to hold a Freedom of Information 
seminar this month in Irvington and discussion of spring street 
cleaning.

Council also will consider a request from the Animal Welfare 
League of the Northern Neck to hold a dog show in October on 
the commons.

An executive session will be held to consider two positions on 
the planning commission and acquisition of property. 

KILMARNOCK—The -
sion will meet Monday, April 13, to continue its review of the 
town’s capital improvement plan. The meeting will begin at 6 
p.m. at Town Hall, 1 North Main Street, Kilmarnock.

The commission also will hear updates on town park and tech-
nology park improvements.

LANCASTER—The Lancaster planning commission 
on Thursday, April 16, will conduct a public hearing on a pro-
posed fiscal year 2015-16 Capital Improvement Budget totaling 
over $5 million.

The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster. 

The proposed budget may be viewed at lancova.com.

KILMARNOCK—The  will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Monday, April 13, at the Lancaster Middle 
School media center, 192 School Street, Kilmarnock.

 The board will discuss 2015 changes to school policies recom-
mended by the Virginia School Board Association. Also on the 
agenda, members will discuss changes to employee retirement 
deductions.

HEATHSVILLE—The 
will meet Thursday, April 9, at the Courts Build-

ing, 39 Judicial Place, Heathsville. The meeting will begin at 5 
p.m.

A public hearing is slated at 7 p.m. on a request from the 
Haynie family to operate a service station and sell used tires at 
Walmsley Road and Northumberland Highway.

The board also will consider two items carried over from pre-
vious meetings:

and Inland Fisheries to maintain Lodge Landing on the Yeocom-
ico River.

-
peake Bay Act exception to build partially within a resource pro-
tection area on Spinnaker Lane and Hull Creek.

LOTTSBURG—The  
will recognize the county’s teacher of the year when it meets at 
6 p.m. Monday, April 13, in the School Administration Office, 
2172 Northumberland Highway, Lottsburg.

The board also will hear a presentation on special education 
and take action on its career and technical education program, 
special education plan, a first-grade zoo trip, and a right-of-way 
agreement with the Virginia Department of Transportation.

WHITE STONE—The  
in White Stone will hold two work sessions this month on the 
town’s fiscal year 2015-2016 budget. 

Committee chairman William Hubbard scheduled sessions at 
5:30 p.m. April 14 and April 28 in the town office, 433 Rap-
pahannock Drive, White Stone. Additional committee members 
include Mayor Randy Reeves and councilmen David Jones and 
Irving Brittingham. 

Town manager Patrick Frere on April 2 offered council a first 
look at projected revenues totaling $155,375, including $24,750 
in town cigarette taxes and $41,250 in bank franchise taxes. Rev-
enue from local sales taxes are projected at $29,150 and vehicle 
tag sales at $8,000. The town also anticipates $7,200 in rental 
income from Bay Aging. 

The budget committee will sort through estimated expendi-
tures at the work sessions, said Frere.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Camp Kekoka project nears completion
by Renss Greene

Audit shows county’s finances remain in line
by Audrey Thomasson of a capital project.

“You used nearly $1 million 
of your fund balance” during 
the year, said Lee. But he noted 
the fund balance remains within 
recommended guidelines. 

The combined long-term 
obligations decreased $982,867 
from the previous fiscal year.

Lee praised Treasurer Bonnie 
J. D. Haynie for a nearly perfect 
tax collection rate of 99.9%. 
General property taxes totaled 
$14,722,918, up $319,360 over 
the previous year. 

Revenue from local sales 
taxes totaled $1,892,069, off 
$38,519 from fiscal year 2013 
in a second straight year of 
decline.

“Next year the county’s 
unfunded pension liabilities will 
be in the statement...showing a 
negative aspect in the $30-40 
million range...that could affect 
the county’s borrowing power,” 

warned Lee. While the number 
is a guesstimate, he said they 
will have an accurate number 
by the next audit.

Lee attributed it to a change 
in reporting policy on employee 
pensions that will show a nega-
tive position in every locality.

The Town of Kilmarnock 
will honor veterans with new 
banners in the Steptoe’s Dis-
trict for Memorial Day and 
Veterans Day. At $100, each is 
customized with the veteran’s 
photograph, name and ser-
vice branch and printed in full 
color. Each is 18” wide by 36” 
long and will hang from the 
light poles.

To honor a veteran, obtain 
an order form at kilmarnockva.
com/purchase-veterans-ban-
ners, or visit the Town Hall. 
Complete and return the form 
by April 17. Send a photograph 
in electronic form to susan-
cockrell@kilmarnockva.com.

NEWS 
BREAK

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RappRecord.com

Dead l ine:  Tuesday  a t  noon
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Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200
Your World. Your Way.®

®

MIAMI to MIAMI
10-DAY VOYAGE

on Oceania’s Riviera March 3-13, 2016
The sapphire seas of the Western Caribbean

are a cradle of ancient history.
Cozumel, Costa Maya,

Mayan ruins of Chacchoben,
Belize City, Roatan, Key West

FREE Air
$200 Per Stateroom Shipboard Credit

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

LANCASTER
COURTRR  DADD YAA
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10:00 am - 4:00 pm

On the Grorr unds of the
Maryrr BallWaWW shington Museum
8346 Maryrr Ball RoRR ad, Lancaster, Virgrr inia

Adults $ll 5 · Teens 13-18 YeYY ars $3

Children 12 and Under Free

FaFF milyll  Py aPP caa kakk gaa e $12

For additional detatt ils,
go to our Facaa ebook papp gaa e, mbwm.orgrr , or

call the Museum ataa 804-462-7280.
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this week reported charges against six 
individuals.
Felonies

Bryson J. Dunlap, 45, of the 6200 block of Wind-
mill Point Road was charged April 1with felony 
failure to appear in court in a Prince George County 
case.

Antonio D. Roy, 26, of the 1800 block of Wind-
mill Point Road was charged April 1 with three 
counts of rape, two counts of forcible sodomy, 
abduction/kidnapping (all felonies), misdemeanor 
destruction of property, misdemeanor domestic 
assault and battery, and misdemeanor unlawful use 
or injury to telephone lines. 
Misdemeanors

An Oldhams man, 26, was charged April 1 with 
contempt of court.

A York man, 44, was charged April 1 with failure 
to comply with terms of VASAP as ordered by a 
Gloucester County court.

A Windmill Point Road man, 26, was charged 
April 2 with violation of a protective order.

A Fox Hill Road man, 25, was charged April 6 
with trespassing and assault and battery

 No reportable calls.
 Staff received a walk-in report of a 

sexual assault, a report of attempted tax fraud from 
a Vale Lane resident (no financial loss reported), a 
motorist’s complaint of a reckless driver in the area 
of Mary Ball and Good Luck roads (no officers in 
position to intercept), and a complaint of damage/
destruction of a mailbox on Pinckardsville Road; 
responded to a fight call in the 2200 block of Black 
Stump Road, and with Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a domestic disturbance on Fox Hill 
Drive; and notified Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) of a wild animal carcass creating 
a traffic hazard in the 2100 block of Black Stump 
Road. 

 Staff discovered an unsecured door to 
an Irvington area business during routine late night 
building checks (no criminal incident); destroyed 
an injured game animal in the area of River and 
Paynes Shop roads, and notified VDOT to remove 
the carcass; received a sexual assault report (arrest 
reported above), a destruction of property and lar-
ceny report from the 3800 block of River Road, a 
residential burglary report from the 3800 block of 
River Road (5hp Tecumseh go cart motor; $200 
loss), and a larceny report from a Johns Neck Road 
resident (Playstation IV, checkbook, 42” Sony flat 
screen TV, white Grand Neo cellphone; $350 loss); 
and responded to a civil complaint on Johns Neck 
Road, and to a civil complaint involving the com-
munity well in the Lancaster Shores subdivision. 

 Staff responded with Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) to a medical emergency 
in the 7300 block of River Road, to the Robert 
O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge on a report of a 
disabled vehicle causing a traffic delay (vehicle 
was gone on arrival), to an E911 disconnect call 
on Hazel Lane (no emergency services needed), 
and to a mobile domestic disturbance on Wind-
mill Point Road; conducted a sanctioned search 
of a probationer’s vehicle near Courthouse and 
Beanes roads; and received an assault complaint 
from a James Cove Landing resident (no crimi-
nal incident), a walk-in complaint of annoying 
telephone calls, a walk-in complaint of assault 
by threats (protective order issued by the mag-
istrate), and a walk-in complaint of a protec-
tive order violation by an inmate who called the 
victim from jail (arrest reported above) .

 Staff responded with EMS to a medi-
cal emergency on Indiantown Road, to a suspicious 
vehicle complaint on Ottoman Ferry Road (door-
to-door meat sales; no criminal incident), to a shots 
fired call in the Quarters Cove subdivision, to a 
shots fired complaint in the area of Bruce Avenue, 
and to a trespass and assault on Greentown Road 
(arrest reported on April 6); checked on the well-
being of a Keep Safe program participant after pre-
arranged telephone contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed), on the well-being of 
a person who appeared to be in distress while in a 
vehicle parked at the courthouse (EMS dispatched 
at deputy’s request), and on the well-being of a 
Mosquito Beach Lane resident at the request of a 
concerned citizen (no emergency services needed); 

received a report of a boater in distress off of Wind-
mill Point (subject was assisted by another boater), 
a complaint of a reckless/drunk driver near Wind-
mill Point (no officer in position to intercept), a 
complaint of two subjects fighting in a vehicle in 
the 1000 block of Chesapeake Drive (officers tied 
up on earlier call; subjects gone on arrival), and a 
complaint of two suspicious vehicles that had been 
parked on Whisk Lane; and notified Northumber-
land authorities of a fight call, address not deter-
mined, on Browns Store Road.

 Staff received a larceny report from the 
100 block of Weems Road (Power Back GT 5250 
generator; $585 loss), a complaint of a trespass-
ing vehicle in the 1900 block of Lara Road, and a 
complaint of a parent not providing medical care 
for a child with a severe cold/nasal allergy; notified 
Northumberland authorities of an EMS call in the 
Lewisetta area, and VDOT of a downed tree inter-
fering with traffic near Alfonso and Lara roads; and 
responded to a domestic disturbance on Campbell 
Road, and to a domestic disturbance on Gaskins 
Road (subjects gone on arrival; deputies checked 
the complainant’s known residence as well; unable 
to locate complainant or suspect).

 Staff received a call from an intoxi-
cated person asking for a deputy to take him/her 
to another house (no deputy was dispatched), a 
destruction of property complaint from a resident 
in the 2700 block of Irvington Road (complainant 
declined to prosecute), a larceny report from the 
100 block of Griffins Landing Road ($1,003.82 
loss), a credit card fraud complaint from a resi-
dent in the 10400 block of Mary Ball Road (insuf-
ficient information obtained to file a report at this 
time), and a complaint from a Woods Drive resi-
dent regarding a verbal dispute; notified Northum-
berland authorities of two hazardous motorists on 
Jesse duPont Highway, Northumberland authorities 
of a report of unusual lights in a barn at the Browns 
Store market, and Middlesex authorities of a com-
mercial motor vehicle being driven recklessly from 
the Norris Bridge towards Topping; and responded 
to a destruction of property complaint from a Mos-
quito Point Road resident (no criminal incident), to 
a domestic disturbance in the 5500 block of Morat-
tico Road, and to a possible prowler complaint on 
Mount Vernon Lane (complaint based on an acti-
vated car alarm).

 Staff responded to assist KPD when 
an unsecured door was discovered at a North Main 
Street business during routine late night building 
checks (no criminal incident).

Sheriff’s staff also conducted nine traffic stops, 
issued three summonses, assisted 11 motorists, 
reported four deer strike accidents, handled three 
calls for traffic control, investigated nine building 
alarms, logged three inmate transports, received 11 
E911 hang-up calls and fielded a call for animal 
control.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a commercial fire/smoke alarm on 
North Main Street, a vehicle fuel leak near Mary 
Ball and Devils Bottom roads, with Fairfields VFD 
and Upper Lancaster VFD to a brush fire on Pren-
tice Creek Road, with Upper Lancaster VFD and 
the Virginia Department of Forestry to a brush fire 
on Lawrence Cove Lane and to a controlled burn 
during hours of the state fire ban on Wayne Circle.

The Upper Lancaster VFD responded to a tire/
brake fire at Belle Isle State Park.

The White Stone VFD established a med-evac 
landing zone on Dragonfly Drive.

 this week reported charges 
against four individuals.
Felonies

Richard Carl Widmayer, 46, of Heathsville was 
charged April 1 with breaking and entering, grand 
larceny and possession of a firearm after being con-
victed of a felony.

Samuel L. Johnson, 39, of Heathsville was 
charged April 2 with rape on a direct indictment 
from the Northumberland County Circuit Court.
Misdemeanors

A Reedville man, 18, was charged March 30 with 
assault and battery of a family member.

A Heathsville man, 43, was charged March 31 
with failing to appear to answer interrogatories by 
the Northumberland County General District Court.

Lancaster County Crime Solv-
ers seeks information regarding 
the recent theft of a generator.

On April 3, the Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office took a 
report of a stolen generator from 
a shed at 154 Weems Road. The 
generator is described as a black 
and silver Power Back, with a 10 
hp Tecumseh engine. 

Report any information about 
the theft of the generator to Lan-
caster County Crime Solvers at 
462-7463.

You will not have to give your 
name or appear in court. If your 
information is useful to law 
enforcement you could receive a 
reward up to $1,000.

RICHMOND—On February 
13, 2014, Conservation Police 
Officers of the Virginia Depart-
ment of Game and Inland Fish-
eries, in a joint effort with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Virginia State Police, Westmore-
land County Sheriff’s Office and 
the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s 
Office, executed four search war-
rants and four felony arrest war-
rants related to wildlife poaching, 
narcotics and firearms violations 
in the Tidwells area of Westmore-
land County.

Charges were placed against 
Michael Ray Grimstead, 39, of 
Montross including distribution 
of cocaine, possession of cocaine 
and obtaining a firearm under 
false pretenses. This was the first 
phase of law enforcement action 
resulting from an 18-month 
investigation into wildlife poach-
ing activities in that area.

During the warrant service and 
ensuing investigation, officers 
recovered over 350 wild turkey 
parts, 23 sets of deer antlers, two 
trophy deer mounts, and numer-
ous parts from hawks, owls and 
eagles. Seven firearms also were 
seized in connection to wildlife 
and firearms crimes as well as 
narcotics and drug paraphernalia.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

FBI seeks help to
locate wanted man

R I C H M O N D — S p e c i a l 
Agent in Charge Adam S. Lee 
of the Richmond Division of 
the FBI recently announced the 
FBI’s Central Virginia Violent 
Crimes Task Force is seeking 
to locate and apprehend Dquan 
Lamar Thomas of Richmond. 
Lee is enlisting the public’s 
help in this effort.  

The task force has been 
investigating a string of armed 
carjackings/robberies of com-
mercial cigarette distributors 
in the Richmond area since 
November 2014, reported Lee. 
On November 11, a cigarette 
distributor was carjacked at 
gunpoint by three black males 
in Richmond; on November 
25, an employee of a cigarette 
distributor was robbed at gun-
point in Richmond; and on 
January 7, 2015, individuals 
at a storage unit in Glen Allen 
were robbed at gunpoint.       

Thomas, 25, has an out-
standing charge of conspiracy 
to commit Hobbs Act Robbery 
in violation of 18 USC 1951(a) 
in Richmond. He is described 
as a black male with black hair 

and brown eyes. He is 5-feet 
11-inches to 6-feet tall and 
weighs 150 to 180 pounds.

He should be considered 
armed and dangerous, said 
Lee. Anyone with information 
that may lead investigators to 
his whereabouts is urged to 
contact the task force at 202-
365-5627, or Richmond@
ic.FBI.gov.

Poaching violations lead to charges
The ongoing investigation has 

already revealed a number of 
other suspects from Virginia and 
other states related to violations 
of state and federal wildlife laws 
and other various criminal viola-
tions.

The investigation was trig-
gered by several citizen com-

CRIME 
SOLVERS

The Rappahannock Pistol and 
Rifle Club will sponsor Refuse 
To Be A Victim®, a crime pre-
vention and personal safety 
seminar, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
May 30 at Lancaster Commu-
nity Library, 235 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

The seminar will be open to 
the public with a cost of $40. Pre-
registration is required. To regis-
ter, visit refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-
be-a-victim.aspx, or rprclub.com. 

plaints of suspected poaching 
activities in the area.

“Wildlife crimes often go 
undetected and we rely heavily on 
information from concerned citi-
zens to help point us in the right 
direction,” said Col. Ron Henry, 
chief of the Virginia Conservation 
Police. “In this particular case, 
the information proved correct 
and helped us uncover poaching 
activity that has been occurring in 
this area for decades. These sus-
pects have repeatedly stolen wild-
life from the citizens of Virginia.

“A special thank you goes 
to the citizens of Westmore-

land County who voiced their 
concerns and were then patient 
enough to allow us to properly do 
our job,” he added.

The investigation pertaining 
to this operation is ongoing and 
may take several months to fully 
complete. As such, additional 
suspects and evidence of further 
crimes are anticipated.

Anyone with information per-
taining to this investigation may 
contact the Virginia Conserva-
tion Police through the Virginia 
Wildlife Crime Line, 1-800-237-
5712, or  email wildcrime@dgif.
virginia.gov.

NEWS 
BREAK
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Ms. Compton is a recently retired correspondent with ABC News. Over her career, Compton covered  

the White House. She was on the scene for many important political events, including those surrounding the  

terrorist attack on September 11, 2001, when she was with President George W. Bush on Air Force One. 

Attendees are invited to remain after the presentation for a complimentary buffet luncheon.  

Reservations are required, as space is limited. To give everyone interested an equal opportunity to reserve  

a seat, those wishing to attend are asked to call 438-4000 on or after March 30 for the April 13 event.  

RWC maintains a waiting list and will honor reservations in the order received.

Equal Housing Opportunity  © 2015 RWC 804-438-4000 or 800-792-1444   embracelifeatrwc.org   132 Lancaster Drive   Irvington, Virginia 22480 

Ann Compton
Retired ABC News Correspondent

MONDAY, APRIL 13, 2015
11 am

RWC Viewpoints Series
presen t spresen t s

RWC Viewpoints Series

*See your independent Trane dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Special financing offers OR trade-in allowances from $100 
up to $1,150 valid on qualifying systems only. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited. Offer expires 05/31/2015.

Bundle your air conditioning and heating system purchase  
and get rewarded with year-round peace of mind and a 

super hot deal that’s too cool to pass up!

purchase  
nd and a
p ppass up!

804.435.5726

The 4 p.m. Burn Law allows burning only between 4 p.m. and midnight through April 30. 
Starting a fire before 4 p.m. during spring wildfire season is a Class 3 misdemeanor crime. In 

addition to a fine of not more than $500, the person responsible for the fire’s escape is financially 
liable for the cost of suppressing the fire and for damage caused to another’s property.

Friends launch funding campaign
for Music by the River

Photo by Renss Greene

FISHERSVILLE—The Ms. 
Wheelchair Virginia board of 
directors recently announced that 
Leanne Pruett of Tidewater and 
Hani Baloch of Reston on March 
21 were crowned Miss Teen 
Wheelchair Virginia at Woodrow 
Wilson Rehabilitation Center 
in Fishersville. The program’s 
theme, “Celebrate Life,” show-
cased the accomplishments of 
remarkable ladies of all ages who 
have overcome challenges and 
obstacles to achieve and accom-
plish great success.

Formerly of Middlesex and 
Richmond counties, Pruett 
lives in Tidewater and is home-
schooled. Pruett is the daugh-
ter of Wanda Pruett. She is the 
granddaughter of Susie and 
William Bristow of Middlesex 
County, and Gerald Pruett and 
Melody Pruett of Aylett. She 
enjoys shooting, gaming, making 
jewelry and traveling.

Pruett uses a wheelchair due 
to Spina Bifida. She believes 
that everyone who uses a wheel-
chair should have and practice a 
plan for personal safety and self-
defense. She describes herself 
as determined, generous, empa-
thetic, witty and brave.

Her platform for advocacy is 
Disabled not Defenseless. Her 
motto of inspiration is “Always 
fight back.”

“I was so excited to be crowned 
Miss Teen Wheelchair Virginia 
2015, so that I can share my plat-
form of the importance of safety 
awareness and self-defense for 
women using wheelchairs. I am 

Pruett and Baloch crowned
Miss Teen Wheelchair Virginia

looking forward to turning my 
negative experiences into some-
thing positive,” said Pruett.

Baloch lives in Reston and 
graduated from Southlakes High 
School. She is pursuing business 
training at the Woodrow Wilson 
Rehabilitation Center Vocational 
School. She danced for four years 
and was involved in the National 
Dance Association. She also 
loves to write stories.

Baloch, who uses a wheelchair 
due to Spina Bifida, describes her-
self as independent, caring, posi-
tive, outgoing,and a risk-taker.

Baloch’s platform for advo-
cacy is Follow Your Dreams. Her 
motto of inspiration is “Never 
Give Up! Never Lose Hope!” 

“Doing the pageant was a 
great experience,” said Baloch. “I 
couldn’t believe that I won a title. 
I had a great time getting to know 
the other girls and I made new 
friends. I loved sharing my story 
with people. I’m very grateful for 
this opportunity.”

“Every year we are so blessed 
and honored to work with all 
the winners in MWVA. As we 
finished the Gala 2015 weekend 
with joy and thankfulness, we 
look forward to the program year 
ahead,” said Dr. Pam Cobler, co-
executive director of Ms. Wheel-
chair Virginia.

This year’s program was made 
possible because of the generous 
support of numerous sponsors 
including Diamond Sponsor, 
Woodrow Wilson Rehabilita-
tion Center and other sponsors 
including Independent Lifestyles, 

MITS of VA, Sheltering Arms, 
Hopkins Lumber Company, 
Hooker Furniture, VHDA and 
Kroger. For a complete listing 
of corporate sponsors, to invite 
Ms. Wheelchair Virginia to an 
event, contestant information, or 
sponsorship opportunities, visit 
mswheelchairva.com .

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland Public Library is 
seeking volunteers to serve on its board of trustees.

 “We are looking for diversity, commitment and a love of the 
library,” said board of trustees resident Eve Jordan. 

 The board of trustees meets every other month, or six times 
a year, Jordan said. The board is responsible for the direction of 
the library and performs a vital role in the library’s operations.

Potential board of trustees members will be voted on at the 
July 8 meeting. Board meetings are open to the public, so porten-
tial members could attend one to get an idea of what to expect if 
they volunteer and are elected.

The next meeting is 5 p.m. May 13 at the library, 7204 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Heathsville.

To volunteer, contact Jordan at redhatcoach@hotmail.com.

Library seeks volunteers to
serve on its board of trustees

NEWS BREAK
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Prom

Bake

Sale

FREEHot Dogsand Drinks11am til

 

Up to 20% 
off Storewide

Northern Neck Pine 
& Hardwood Mulch 

$3.09 per bag

(few exceptions)

Broadcasting Live
11:00 am to 1:00 pm 
with the Winner Wheel 

Lilian Lumber Company, Inc.
True Value Home Center

43RD ANNIVERSARY SALE!!!

Register for door prizes

Door Busters
while they last!

Come Support 
and 

 Blood Pressure Checks – 10 to 1

(804) 453-4911

Start planning your 
project now! 

We have installers.

GET READY for SPRING
with our complete line of Lawn 

& Garden accessories

 

 

Lancaster County 
Little League celebrates

50 years
in 2015!

Show your support with a $20 sponsorship listing in
our keepsake section published in the April 16 

edition of the Rappahannock Record.
Call Sara, Marilyn or Troy at

(804) 435-1701 today!

Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS

WE BUY ANTIQUES
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  

804-435-1207 
www.virginia-antiques.com

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland County Chapter of 
the American Red Cross recently 
announced the names of those 
individuals who donated or vol-
unteered at the March 31 blood 
drive.

“Thank you St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church for hosting 
our March 31 blood drive,” said 
president Shirley Grant. “The 
canteen services and camaraderie 
with the Northumberland Lions 
Club is greatly appreciated.”

On behalf of the chapter, she 
also thanked Ron Whitt, Sandra 
Ehlert, Jerri Hunter, Marge 
Himler, Gloria Eskridge, Kitty 
Creeth, Rick Shelton, Rich 
Landon, Frances Harvey, Julia 
Pritchard, Marlene Howard, 
Sherry Fisher, Phillip Smith, Bill 
Kirby, Beverly Jenkins, Dana 
Nay, Margaret Horsmon and 
Garland Dillard. 

Also, the members of the 
Heathsville and Reedville 
Masonic Lodge, the Northum-
berland Lions Club, to all the 
churches in Northumberland 
County, the Echo, Northern Neck 
News, Westmoreland News, 
Rappahannock Record, WRAR, 
and WKWI. Grant also volun-
teered at the blood drive.

“Thank you blood donors. 
Without your generous donations 
to our blood drives, many lives 
would not be saved,” said Grant.

Donors included Whitt, 
Odessa J. Roane, Ola Nash, 

Northumberland Red Cross thanks blood drive supporters

WHITE STONE—“How do?”
That was the greeting one 

would receive from Mary T. 
“Bert” Lamberth, past president 
and a founding member of the 
Kilmarnock Garden Club, as 
well as mentor to fellow garden 
club members during her 
40-plus years in the Kilmarnock 
Garden Club.

Genny Chase and Page Carl-
son, past presidents and current 
club members, were two fortu-
nate recipients of Lamberth’s 
mentoring in the art of flower 
arranging as well as making 
“cucumber sandwiches.

“If you wanted a ‘mass’ 
flower arrangement or a topi-
ary, Bert was the person to call 
upon,” said Chase.

She and Carlson were taught 
by the best, said Chase.

“Bert’s mass flower arrange-
ments were the most beautiful 
anyone could design and she 
was a willing teacher,” she said.

This past year the Kilmar-
nock Garden Club lost Lam-

berth’s talent and mentoring and 
as a way to pay tribute to her, 
a mass floral arrangement was 
designed by Chase and Carlson 
and displayed during the March 
2015 White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department’s Rappahan-
nock River Waterfowl Show. 

Lamberth was the annual 
event’s biggest fan and sup-
porter, always behind the 
scenes arranging flowers, 
preparing food and being a 
constant presence. This was 
a terrific venue to display this 
tribute, as it is her daughter and 
son-in-law, Pat and William 
Bruce, who founded the show 
and still chair this annual event, 
said Chase. 

“Mrs. Lamberth was a unique 
person with exceptional talents 
who will be missed by the mem-
bers of the Kilmarnock Garden 
Club,” she said.

The 36th annual Rappahan-
nock River Waterfowl Show 
was dedicated to the memory of 
Bert Lamberth.

Tonya Creasy, Bobby Rogers, 
Susan Christopher, Elizabeth H. 
Tate, Landon, Pritchard, Phil-
lip Smith, Sandy Saxer, Marge 
Himler, Cathy Rew, Doris Rew, 
Michael Silagyi, Elsie Tomlin, 
Tommy Tomlin, Kaye Assen-
macher, Tom Assenmacher, Peter 
Thrift, Dolores McMurray, Mari-
lyn McCabe, Joshua Nicholson, 
Shelton, Gregory Johnson and 
Greg Brown.

Also, Bob Holley, Jomarie 
Scerbo, Robert W. Hayes, Susan 
Payne, William Fleischman, Joe 
Baker, Judith Clark, Laura Peters, 
Aldra Lloyd, Gloria Johnson, 
Anne Parker, Charles Butler, 
David Fine, Christopher Wat-
kins, Lucas Wigfield, Allen W. 
Dodson, Chuck Wilkins, Patsy 
Headley, Robyn Oskvir, Peggy 

Oskvie, J. Harrison Daniel, Kathy 
Deihl, Tracey Parker and Glenn 
Fallin.

Also, Valerie Conner Groff, 
Stanley Norris, Clark Black-
well, Wanda Pomeroy, Jayne 
McQuade, Paul Sparks, Jim 

Rankin, Andy Baltins, Andy 
Kauder, Gilbert F. Cofer and Jim 
Schmalz.

The chapter’s next blood drive 
will be noon to 6 p.m. June 2 at 
The Help Center, 15932 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Burgess.

Kilmarnock Garden Club
members pay tribute to 
Mary T. ‘Bert’ Lamberth

 The Northern Neck Montes-
sori School will offer 300 raffle 
tickets for a two-night stay at 
the historic Tides Inn Resort in 
Irvington. The resort package 
is valued at $1,000. The draw-
ing will be held May 4.

Tickets are $15 each. Pur-
chase tickets at 435-3503, or 
info@nnmontessori.org. 

NEWS 
BREAK
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In a conversation with our friend, the late 
Carole Murphy, nearly 10 years ago I 

mentioned that we were hoping to get a goat 
or two to have as pets on the farm. Without 
hesitation she said that her purebred Nubian 
goats recently had presented her with kids, 
and she should be happy to give them to us 
as presents. A few days later she arrived with 
Floppy and Skittles, the names she had given 
them. They moved into the large goat pen, 
and took over as if they had owned the place 
for years.

Floppy had long ears, hence her name, and 
Skittles soon became Cuddles. A year later 
we had them bred, but the effort was unsuc-
cessful. The following year the attempt made 
up for the experience as Floppy produced 
four kids and Cuddles three. Birds have their 
pecking order, and goats do as well. Floppy 
bossed Cuddles around, and continued the 
practice with her kids. Cuddles was not 
interested in motherhood, necessitating our 
bottle feeding her offspring, not my good 
wife’s most joyful experience.

Two kids died before being weaned, and 

we found homes for four others, leaving us 
with one of Floppy’s, whom the B.E.s named 
Abigail. We engaged Ray Sanford to work 
his usual magic that resulted in what my 
good wife calls a “goatel.” The facility truly 
is state-of-the-art in every respect, and the 
three goats found it most commodious for 
their needs. 

Socially, goats like to live in a herd, stick-
ing together, albeit with their own rules for 
dominance. Over the years I have had a total 
of 11 goats, and, as might be expected, the 

behavior patterns remain constant. Floppy 
was the most gregarious of the three, and 
Cuddles was diffident, until the sad day four 
years ago when Floppy died. She had figured 
a way to get into the food storage area, and 
she died of goat bloat, an irreversible prob-
lem that affects many goats.

With the loss of Floppy, Cuddles became 
dominant over her niece, and most signifi-
cantly assumed Floppy’s personable attitude. 
Floppy had behaved more like a dog than a 
goat, and Cuddles began to follow her exam-
ple. She came to be petted, always reminding 
us in the process that she should not object if 
we had some treats for her. Once I accidently 
dropped a banana peel, which she wolfed 
down as soon as it hit the ground. Thereafter, 
banana peels were her favorite servings. She 
would leave any goat food or corn for a peel, 
and Abigail followed her example.

On Easter Sunday Cuddles showed signs 
of being sluggish, although she got up and 
down, repetitively entering the goatel and 
coming out. I used the occasion to trim her 
hooves, which she accepted, but her personal-

ity was reduced greatly, although she did not 
appear to be suffering. Early Monday morn-
ing my good wife spotted her on the ground, 
and when I went out to check, indeed she had 
died. She was almost 11, and had developed 
into a loving household pet, but perhaps the 
better term should be “yardhold” pet. 

Abigail went into mourning, continu-
ally going over to look at Cuddles until we 
got her buried. She comes frequently to be 
petted, and must find life strange not having 
to compete at the food bowls. She is smaller 
than her mother and her aunt, and shows 
a level of timidity that they did not know. 
The two female goats had a boyfriend in the 
person of Spot, the nice Dominecker rooster 
who stayed with them. To add to our misfor-
tune, two weeks ago Spot fell victim to a fox 
that my good wife photographed carrying 
him off in the distance.

Farm life is an ever changing process, the 
fluid situations of which remind us that rela-
tionships come and go, evolve and devolve, 
last and pass, all strangely reminiscent of 
human life itself.

Farm life is an ever changing 
process, the fluid situations 
of which remind us that 
relationships come and go, 
evolve and devolve, last and 
pass, all strangely reminis-
cent of human life itself.

Focal Point

Mallard Drake at Mosquito Point
Photo by John Roberts

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

It’s time for more trivia.
Let’s play the nickname 

game.
Today’s category will 

be honorific nicknames in 
music (U.S.).

I’ll give you a list of nick-
names in no particular order, 
followed by an alphabetical 
list of musicians. You match 
the moniker to the artist.

And here’s where it gets 
tricky—some musicians 
were/are known by more 
than one nickname. Some 
nicknames were/are assigned 
to more than one artist. 

For example, Roy Acuff 
was known as the King of 
Country, and so is George 
Strait, and so is Garth 
Brooks, and there may 
be others that escape me. 
You’ve got to fill in the 
blank with the answer I 
want. It’s really not that 
hard. You know me. I’ve 
been writing this column for 
almost 23 years.

The answers are posted at 
the end of the column. But 
keep it honest. No peeking.

I say Queen of Folk and 
you say Joan Baez.

Play on.

Nicknames
King of Folk
Crown Prince of Folk
King of Rock and Roll

Grandfather of Rock and 
Roll

Queen of Rock and Roll
Architect of Rock and 

Roll
King of Rockabilly
King of Soul
Queen of Soul
Prince of Soul
Empress of Soul
Godmother of Soul
High Priestess of Soul
Prince of Motown
Queen of R&B
Queen of Pop
King of Zydeco
First Lady of Song
King of Swing
King of the Blues
World’s Greatest Enter-

tainer
First Lady of Country
Queen of Country
Father of Bluegrass

Artists
Chuck Berry
James Brown
Sam Cooke
Mary J. Bilge
Ruth Brown
Mariah Carey
Clifton Chenier
Fats Domino
Bob Dylan
Ella Fitzgerald
Aretha Franklin
Alan Freed
Marvin Gaye
Benny Goodman

Bill Haley
John Lee Hooker
Janet Jackson
Robert Johnson
Al Jolson
B.B. King
Gladys Knight
Patti LaBelle
Les Paul
Loretta Lynn
Madonna
Reba McEntire
Bill Monroe
Stevie Nicks
Dolly Parton
Carl Perkins
Elvis Presley
Otis Redding
Nina Simone
Britney Spears
Kitty Wells
Tammy Wynette

Answers
King of Folk, Bob Dylan.
Crown Prince of Folk, Bob 

Dylan.
King of Rock and Roll, 

Chuck Berry, Fats Domino, 
Alan Freed, Bill Haley, 
Little Richard and Elvis 
Presley.

Grandfather of Rock and 
Roll, Robert Johnson.

Queen of Rock and Roll, 
Janis Joplin, Stevie Nicks.

Architect of Rock and Roll, 
Les Paul, Little Richard.

King of Rockabilly, Carl 
Perkins.

King of Soul, James 
Brown, Sam Cooke, Otis 
Redding.

Queen of Soul, Aretha 
Franklin, Nina Simone.

Prince of Soul, Marvin 
Gaye.

Empress of Soul, Gladys 
Knight.

Godmother of Soul, Patti 
LaBelle.

High Priestess of Soul, 
Nina Simone.

Prince of Motown, Marvin 
Gaye.

Queen of R&B, Mary J. 
Bilge, Ruth Brown, Mariah 
Carey, Janet Jackson, Alicia 
Keys.

Queen of Pop, Janet Jack-
son, Madonna, Lady GaGa, 
Britney Spears.

King of Zydeco, Clifton 
Chenier.

First Lady of Song, Ella 
Fitzgerald.

King of Swing, Benny 
Goodman.

King of the Blues, John 
Lee Hooker, B.B. King.

World’s Greatest Enter-
tainer, Al Jolson.

First Lady of Country, 
Loretta Lynn, Tammy Wyn-
ette.

Queen of Country, Loretta 
Lynn, Reba McEntire, Dolly 
Parton, Kitty Wells.

Father of Bluegrass, Bill 
Monroe.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

I work in Kilmarnock and 
enjoy the town and its services. 
I guess you would say that I am 
a taxpayer because I buy many 
things from the merchants, 
including food.

The meals tax is pretty high 
when you consider that every 
$10 you spend you give the 
town and state another dollar. I 
read where the town wants to 
spend a lot of money to build 
a park. Am I the only one that 
notices that the town doesn’t 
keep up with what they already 
have?

The dog park is usually 
vacant and many have com-
plained about it not being main-
tained. The sign on the town lot 
on Main Street is often a month 
behind on its messages. Often 
there is a generic message that 
might be left for weeks. Also 
the large electrical box in front 
of this sign detracts from the 
sign itself and seems to be poor 
planning.

Some streets and parking 
lots seem unmaintained. Street 
lights are needed in some areas 
and some that are present in 
other areas are not functioning.

We need to make neces-
sary improvements to exist-
ing areas of our own. I think 
the town needs to build more 
sidewalks. For instance a side-
walk is needed that extends 
from Irvington Road to the 
YMCA. People would utilize 
the sidewalk to the YMCA and 
I know it would make the area 
safer. Sidewalks could also be 
extended from School Street to 
Main Street.

Please, mayor and town 
council, don’t pursue projects 
that aren’t really needed, but 
concentrate instead on keeping 
up with what the town already 
has. This will keep town 
expenses from going up and 
hopefully also our taxes.

Danielle Davis,
Wicomico Church

Maintain town’s
existing facilities

While talking about deficits 
and spending, the Kilmarnock 
Town Council seemed unde-
terred and wants to move for-
ward on all projects including 
the “people’s park.” 

A questionnaire went out 
asking the people of the town 
(and community) if we wanted 
a people’s park and what items 
we would want. Of course we 
want a people’s park, but if 
the question had been “do you 
want to win the lottery?” the 
answer would have been yes to 
that as well.

 We all want the town to 
grow, but wanting something 
and being able to afford some-
thing (or something being fea-
sible at a particular cost) are 
two different things. The town 
owes it to the people to tell 
them how much this will cost 
and present some options or 
phases this could be done in, 
which I imagine is the plan, 
but there is no rush to do that 

Is the timing
right for park
investment?

this year.
 Only a few months ago we 

were going to brand the area 
and had been talking about 
that for over a year (and con-
sulting cost) and that was 
going to be the big move to 
bring people here. I think it’s 
already branded as the arts-
antiques and commercial hub 
of the Northern Neck plus the 
coming Oyster Trail and that 
doesn’t cost a dollar. It’s just 
common logic that’s what we 
are.

 When you start talking about 
deficits and going into the sav-
ings, you need to step back and 
be very cautious about what 
you are doing and just slow 
down. Let’s sell some of the 
buildings and property we have 
for sale and create revenue.

 It’s time to start attending 
meetings or at least watch them 
on the town’s website to show 
the populous does care how 
our money is handled.

Steve Bonner,
Kilmarnock

I was pleased that it was 
reported in the Record last 
week that this year’s budget, 
the final one prepared while 
I was mayor, will show a 
$215,000 surplus.

I am also concerned that 
the proposed budget for next 
year is estimated to yield a 
$385,000 deficit.

Don’t be misled by the asser-
tion that the proposed defi-
cit is really only $170,000 as 
claimed by some. To roll this 
year’s surplus into next year’s 
deficit, and say the difference 
is the real deficit, seems a bit 
disingenuous to me.

The $200,000 set aside for 
engineering the “people’s 
park” brings the cost of this 
project to nearly a quarter mil-
lion dollars. As all of this is 
for planning, one cautions to 
speculate what the actual cost 
of doing the work might be.

$130,000 to engineer lots 
at Technology Park? We can 
survey these lots and build 
roads without all this expense. 
This is another example of 
government at all levels spend-
ing other people’s money on 
unneeded consultants and stud-
ies.

Many past mayors and coun-
cils worked very hard to build 
the town’s $4 million savings, 
which some now seem willing 
to deplete.

Deficits lead to tax and rate 
increases, and I was concerned 
about one councilman’s com-
ments concerning “ways we 
can restructure how we do the 
charges for water and sewer.” 
Unfortunately, this sounds too 
much like laying the founda-
tion for water rate increases to 
me.

I ask our council and mayor 
to be more conservative with 
taxpayer dollars and look to the 
future with good fiscal man-
agement as a goal with which 
all of us can live.

Raymond C. Booth Jr.,
Kilmarnock

Be conservative
with public funds
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Do you Remember?
This 1965 image shows the then new Kilmarnock Fabric 
Shop that had opened in the former Bandbox cleaners 
building on West Church Street. Rita Dalzell was the 
manager. She was assisted by Bette Jo Covington, Louise 
Venable and Anne Venable, said Kilmarnock Museum 
president Carroll Lee Ashburn. It was sold to Mr. and Mrs. 
Clifford Smith in the early 1970s. “Do you Remember” is 
a community service of the museum. 

YOUR LETTERS

We retired in 2005 and pur-
chased what we believed was 
a modular home in Lancaster 
County.

It was advertised in all the 
realty publications, newspapers 
and by the owner and agent as 
being a modular home. A year 
later we discovered it was a 
manufactured home. We pur-
sued legal action but dropped it 
since family members of who 
we bought the house from were 
our neighbors.

When we had a home inspec-
tion, the inspector said it was a 
modular. When buying home-
owners insurance, the agent 
verified it to be a modular. 
When it was appraised, the 
appraiser said it was a modular, 
quote: “Anything sitting on a 
foundation is not a manufac-
tured home.”

I have spoken to numer-
ous realtors who are totally 
unaware of the difference.

Now let’s look at what makes 
this important. The value is the 
biggest difference. Modular 
homes are in the category of 
stick built homes, thereby get-
ting the benefits of financing, 
resale value and insurance cost.

Since this was a cash sale 
there was no financing. The 
resale value really hurt from 
what I originally paid since I 
paid for a modular and got a 
manufactured home.

I find it amazing that within 
one industry there is such a lack 
of knowledge on one thing. 
How many lives nationwide 
could be destroyed financially 
because people think they are 
insured properly. Check your 
policies, you may make a claim 

Modular versus
manufactured

Kilmarnock’s council budget 
session brought a couple of 
concerns to light.

With a $200,000 engineer-
ing cost for the “people’s park,” 
what will the total cost to the 
town be for our citizens when 
completed?

Because of the deficit why 
would the town want to spend 
$130,000 on engineering for 
the lots in the industrial park?

The local real estate market 
remains depressed. Do they 
have a buyer?

How is the sale of the old 
town hall going?

Some 40% of the town 
budget comes from water and 
sewer billing, according to 
council, and it is running a 
deficit! That explains why I am 
paying over $600 for water and 
sewer and less than $300 for 
property tax.

The town’s 5% food tax is by 
far the highest in this area. That 
seems excessive. The town has 
some $4.6 million in reserves 
waiting to be used in the future. 
The town council is very proud 
that they do not have to raise 
our town taxes—I guess not, 
as we are over paying in every 
category.

R.A. Ludwig
Kilmarnock

Budget talks
spark concerns

someday only to find out that 
due to an agent’s inefficiency, 
errors or perhaps intention-
ally—you can be denied. 

Always remember the old 
insurance joke about your 
policy that your claim is not 
valid unless you are on a 
“Streetcar in Philadelphia.”

R. Early,
Montross

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

Spending time in the out-
doors has been a passion of 
mine for my entire life, as it 
is for many folks in the First 
District. I have been proud to 
take the lead on a number of 
policies in Congress that help 
to preserve our great natural 
areas for current and future 
generations to enjoy. 

I was honored to receive 
the Conservationist of the 
Year Award from the Virginia 
Chapter of Ducks Unlimited 
at its state convention in Wil-
liamsburg, as well as the 2015 
Ducks Unlimited Wetland 
Conservation Achievement 
Award in the Federal Official 
category at the 80th North 
American Wildlife and Natu-
ral Resources Conference.

The sporting community 
does a fantastic job raising 
awareness of the value of con-
servation, and I am honored 
to stand by members of this 
community as they prioritize 
waterfowl and wetlands con-
servation. Activities like hunt-
ing and angling also provide 
an economic benefit to our 
region and to conservation 
efforts as a whole, and I will 
continue to support common-
sense policies to conserve our 
natural areas for public enjoy-
ment.

 Economic activity is often 
an under appreciated part of 
the efforts to protect natural 
areas and promote plant and 
animal habitat growth. The 
Chesapeake Bay, for example, 
is the source of millions of 
dollars of economic activ-
ity for our region, which is 
a major reason why I fought 
for so long to pass my Chesa-
peake Bay Accountability 
and Recovery Act through 
Congress. 

This bill, which I first intro-
duced in 2008 and was signed 
into law by the president in 
December, will enhance and 
streamline efforts to preserve 
the Chesapeake Bay, our 

riversideonline.com

Now he’s helping people  
right here in our own community.

Board-certified general surgeon Wirt W. Cross, Jr., MD, has 
performed difficult surgeries under equally difficult conditions 
during service in the U.S. Navy. 

Now as he and his family return to the area, he’s bringing his 
capabilities – and his belief that surgery is a calling – to the 
people of the Northern Neck. Dr. Cross could have practiced 
general surgery, including hernia repair, gastrointestinal 
procedures and vascular surgery, just about anywhere.  
He chose to come here. To make an appointment with  
Dr. Cross, please call Riverside Surgical Specialists at  
804-443-6232.

DR. CROSS 
served his country  

all around the world.

Tuxedos by Sports Centre
The Sports Centre has a large inventory of quality 

tuxedos to serve the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula. The Sports Centre looks forward to making 
you look your best this prom season. Our competitive 

prices and experienced staff will assure you the 
highest quality at the best price.

SPORTS
C E N T R E

nation’s largest estuary. My 
efforts now involve making 
sure that the law is imple-
mented effectively to achieve 
its desired goals, and I am 
working with other lawmak-
ers and federal agencies to get 
this important work done.

 Economic growth is also a 
significant factor in many of 
my policy priorities, including 
education. I am particularly 
passionate about improving 
workforce development and 
ensuring that educational 
institutions and employers 
are on the same page in terms 
of understanding the types 
of jobs and skills that are in 
demand in today’s job market. 

Often, simply gathering 
a variety of stakeholders 
together to consider impor-
tant issues—such as effec-
tive workforce development 
programs—can be the catalyst 
for further growth in those 
areas. Our teachers and career 
development counselors do a 
great job of preparing our stu-
dents for rewarding careers, 
and I am truly excited about 
the potential of our next gen-
eration of leaders.

The Virginia General Assem-
bly will reconvene at the state 
capitol Wednesday, April 15, 
to consider Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe’s actions.

Among some 800 measures 
intially passed by the legisla-
ture, Gov. McAuliffe vetoed 
17 bills, including six related 
to redistricting, and offered 
amendments or recommenda-
tins to some 50 others.

On Wednesday, legislators 
will accept or reverse the gov-
ernor’s actions. It takes a two-
thirds vote of both the Senate 
and the House of Delegates to 
overrule a veto. Both chambers 
also must agree to amendments.

Gov. McAuliffe announced 
some 50 changes to ethics 
reform legislation, including 
a $100 aggregate cap on gifts, 
so that leaders cannot receive 
unlimited $100 gifts from lob-
byists and those seeking influ-
ence with the state.

Legislature
to reconvene
Wednesday

Submit Your Letters
to editor@rapprecord.com by noon

on Tuesdays for publication on Thursdays
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Chesapeake Academy’s 
Nautical Night Auction raffle 
tickets are on sale until a draw-
ing during the annual auction 
May 2. Tickets are $10 each. 
First prize is $5,000, second 
prize is $1,000 and third prize 
is $500.

Purchase tickets at Specials 
Wine Seller, Rivah Consign-
ments, Burkes Fine Jewel-
ers, The Dandelion, Jimmy & 
Sook, Chesapeake Academy, 
438-5575, or cemry@chesa-
peakeacademy.org.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Boys & Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck recently added 
the talents and experience of 
Karla Gammon to its board, 
according to president Donna 
Anderson. 

Gammon is a personal trust 
administrator for the Chesa-
peake Trust Company and is 
involved in the full cycle of 
relationship development, 
from assisting with prospect 
meetings and preparing pro-
posal documents, to overseeing 
securities transfers and per-
forming fiduciary oversight for 
trusts, agencies, and custodial 
documents. She also serves as 
the assistant to the president.

Gammon has worked for 
more than 20 years in human 
services, focusing on quality-
of-life issues. She is a former 
marketing manager with 
Truist, a Washington, D.C.-
based nonprofit organization. 
She spent 10 years at United 
Way of San Diego, where she 
was ebusiness manager and 

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Northern Neck Master Garden-
ers (NNMG) will offer on-site 
shoreline evaluations beginning 
in April.

This Master Gardener program 
assists waterfront homeown-
ers who are looking for ways to 
stabilize their shoreline and seek 
an objective analysis of their 
options, reported Cathie Ward.

Although Virginia has passed 
legislation promoting living 
shorelines with natural vegeta-
tion for erosion control, com-
mercial resources that address 
this requirement are still lim-
ited, explained Ward. The 
NNMG Shoreline Evaluation 
Team will guide a homeowner 
through the steps of shoreline 
analysis and deciding what 
actions to take. Members of the 
team conduct on-site inspec-
tions and provide a detailed 
illustrated report to homeown-
ers to explain their options.

Team members receive spe-

cialized training from Virginia 
Tech on water quality issues, 
and guidance from the Virginia 
Institute of Marine Science 
Center for Coastal Resource 
Management on use of their pro-
tocols for a consistent approach 
to decision making. Experts 
from VIMS make themselves 
available to mentor the shore-
line team, and provide feedback 
on request. 

To increase outreach to the 
community on shoreline issues 
in general, the Shoreline Evalu-
ation Team will be at the Irving-
ton and Heathsville farmers’ 
markets and other community 
events. They will be available 
to answer homeowners’ shore-
line questions, offer monthly 
features of interest, and follow 
up afterwards to research issues 
they can’t address on the spot. 
Copies of their new brochure, 
offering tips to promote a 
healthy shoreline, will be dis-
tributed at these events.

Shoreline evaluations will resume this month

The Heart of Gold Orga-
nization reported the 

community Easter Egg Hunt 
March 29 at Mount Vernon 
Baptist Church in White 
Stone was a success. The 
children as well as adults 
had a fabulous time.

“We are in the process of 
planning our next event for 
the Northern Neck commu-
nity, said Annette Clark. 

“We would like to thank 
our sponsors Mount Vernon 
Baptist Church, Mr. Giggles, 
Northern Neck Burger Co., 
Tri-Star, Walmart, Food 
Lion, Sal’s Pizza, McDon-
ald’s, and Yolicious,” said 
Clark. “A special thank you 
to our volunteers, Valerie 
and Kevin Rich.”

Heart of Gold reports
a successful egg hunt

Michael S. Steinberg, MD

804-435-8583
goodhelpdocs.com 

101 Harris Road
Kilmarnock, VA 22482 

Bon Secours Cancer Institute at 
Rappahannock General Hospital 
Welcomes Dr. Michael S. Steinberg

At Bon Secours Cancer Institute at Rappahannock 
General Hospital, our expert team members combine the 
science to cure with the art of compassion. We integrate 
experience and resources to deliver individualized care 
to all of our patients. As a hematologist and medical 
oncologist specializing in the treatment of blood 
diseases and cancer, Dr. Steinberg brings a new level of 
expertise to the Northern Neck.

For more information on our services, call 804-435-8583.

Applications for on-site eval-
uations, a detailed site inventory 
questionnaire, and a variety of 

other shoreline resource materi-
als are available at shorelinen-
nmg.weebly.com.

Karla Gammon to serve on Boys & Girls Club board

associate director for resource 
development. 

She is a member of the 
Sharon Baptist Church Mis-
sionary Committee and the 
church treasurer. She has had 
the opportunity to volunteer at 
the Northern Neck Free Health 
Clinic and is looking forward 

to coming on the Boys & Girls 
Club Board. 

“It is evident that the Boys 
& Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck is committed to support-
ing the growth and develop-
ment of our children,” said 
Gammon. “I consider it an 
honor to be able to assist in any 
way possible in making these 
opportunities available to more 
children in our community.”

Gammon earned her degree 
at Southwest University in 
Chula Vista, Calif. She has 
completed courses in computer 
science and business manage-
ment at Hampton University, 
as well as coursework through 
the Cannon Financial Institute 
and the American Bankers 
Association.

A native of Weems, she has 
returned home to be closer to 
family. The proud mother of 
one son, she lives in Kilmar-
nock, and enjoys biking, read-
ing, and “Girls’ Weekend Out.”

KILMARNOCK—Brook 
Davis and Velma Gray recently 
were welcomed into the Cobbs 
Hall Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR). 

New member Brook Ball 
Davis descends from patriot 
George Ball of Fairfax County, 
Va., who performed patriotic 
service by paying the 1783 
Supply Tax to fund the Revolu-
tionary War, reported registrar 
Jude Degen.  Chapter historian 
Dotti Vallone and Davis are 
actually cousins, discovered by 
the research of Va’llone’s sister, 
Lee Casazza, a DAR registrar 
and author in Washington.

New member Velma Gray 
descends from patriot Nathan-
iel Saunders Crow of Essex 
County, Va., said Degen. He 
was a second lieutenant in the 
Essex Co Militia, under Capt. 
Thomas Ward.  Her niece Vicki 
Carr also became a member, 

descending from the same 
patriot. 

Pat Springer, descends from 
patriot George Lumpkin Jr, 
who was born in Virginia and 
died in Hall County, Ga., said 
Degen. His patriotic service 
was paying the 1783 Supply 
Tax to fund the Revolutionary 
War. Springer is the first person 
in DAR history to prove her 
descent from this patriot.

For more than a century, the 
members of the National Soci-
ety Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution have dedicated 
themselves to historical preser-
vation, promotion of education 
and encouragement of patriotic 
endeavors. Any woman 18 years 
or older, regardless of race, reli-
gion, or ethnic background, 
who can prove lineal descent 
from a patriot of the American 
Revolution is eligible. To join, 
call Degen at 435-6307.            

DAR welcomes new members

“I love working with 
people—neighbors, friends, 
and relatives—all that make 
this community great,” said 
Gammon. “There’s no place 
like home and I’m really glad 
to be back.”

NEWS 
BREAK

WA R S AW — R i c h m o n d 
County Public Schools’ Class of 
2021 will lead a day of service 
and fun at the Main Street Park in 
Warsaw on April 18. 

The event, in association with 
the Friends of the Rappahannock, 
will be held from 9 a.m. to noon.

Students, families, and com-
munity organizations will be 
cleaning up throughout Warsaw, 
according to Bailey Roseveare. 
The volunteers will sign in by 9 
a.m. and then disperse to various 
locations throughout the town to 
beautify the community. 

At 11:30 a.m. everyone will 
return to the park to total the trash 
and gather supplies, said Ros-
eveare. Afterward, there will be a 
cornhole tournament, games and 
food.

Those with trucks who can 
haul away trash are urged to bring 
them, added Roseveare. Folks are 
reminded to wear clothes that can 
get messy and closed-toe shoes.

Pre-registration is required at 
riverfriends.org/tidalcleanup

Day of service
slated in Warsaw
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