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Webbed feet and wings rule weekend in White Stone
Carver Vernon Bryant 
discusses his work with 
Paula Martinez of Maryland 
(above) during the 36th 
annual Rappahannock 
River Waterfowl Show in 
White Stone. The show 
opened with a preview gala 
Friday night and continued 
Saturday and Sunday with 
carving competitions and 
some 78 vendors offering 
everything from jewelry to 
paintings and Chesapeake 
Bay-themed children’s 
books to wildlife carvings. 
The show was dedicated to 
the memory of longtime 
supporter Bert Lamberth. 
The artist of the year was 
Nancy Richards West of 
Chincoteague. D. Bennett 
Scott of Maryland (left) 
shows customers how 
he makes his wildfowl 
carvings. The show was 

the White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department. To view 
a slideshow of the event, 
visit RRecord.com. Photos by 
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Spelling c-h-a-m-p-i-o-n-s!
From left are Anne Olsen, Henry Hundley and Janice Stewart of  Spelltastics, winners of the Great 
Northern Neck Adult Spelling Bee held Sunday at the new Lancaster Community Library facility, 16 
Town Centre Drive, Kilmarnock. For more coverage see page A8. Photo by Renss Greene

LANCASTER—Planning commis-
sion members this year have focused on 
investing in public safety over other pro-
posed capital improvement projects for 
the fiscal year beginning July 1.

In the absence of chairman David 
Jones and co-chairman Tara Booth, 
District 1 member Bob Smart led the 
commission last Thursday in ranking 
$5,002,391 in requested projects.

Following a second review and public 
hearing April 16, a proposed CIP budget 
will be forwarded to supervisors for con-
sideration.

Topping the list is a request for $25,000 
in matching funds for school security, 
should Lancaster schools receive up to 
$100,000 in state grant monies. Smart 
noted the importance of upgrades in 
school security in light of the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School shooting in New-
town, Conn., in December 2012.

The sheriff’s department’s request for 
$2 million over three years to upgrade 
the emergency communication radio 
system and equipment was ranked next 
on the priority list. The request breaks 
out to $400,000 in fiscal year 2015-
16 and $800,000 each for the next two 
years.

Members noted Northumberland 
County bought the same system two 
years ago for less than $1 million.

“Two million is our best guess” for 
the cost of the system, said Capt. Marty 
Shirilla. He noted the department was 
trying to piggyback onto Northumber-
land’s contract in order to save money.

He said there are dead zones in 
some sections of the county where first 
responders are unable to transmit under 
the current system. For example, if law 
enforcement is chasing down a suspect 
in the middle of the night, in some places 
they are unable to get a signal in order to 
call for back-up.

A proposed $74,766 computer net-
work upgrade for the sheriff’s depart-
ment was ranked third.

Number four was a $50,000 request 
to complete replacement of the HVAC 
systems in the schools, followed by 
$500,000 for county plans to provide 
public access to the water, $89,000 for 

a new school bus, $200,000 for the first 
half payment on a sewer treatment plant 
for the Greentown/Gaskins roads project, 
$15,000 to finish replacing old windows 
in the County Administration Build-
ing, $1.1 million for the school district 
to purchase and renovate the Lancaster 
Community Library School Street facil-
ity to house Early Childhood Education 
classrooms, $18,425 for the Solid Waste 
and Recycling Department to purchase a 
recycling EZ Rolloff trailer and $30,200 
for a new maintenance vehicle and snow 
plow for the county.
EMS request

Emergency Management Services 
Chief Terry McGregor’s request for $2.5 
million to build a new EMS operations 
center on county property at Mary Ball 
and Pinkardsville roads generated the 
most discussion. McGregor was unable 
to attend the meeting to explain his pro-
posal for an 8,100-square-foot facility 
that would withstand a Category 2 hur-
ricane. 

Members questioned the need for 
such a costly facility and suggested 
McGregor do a cost comparison with 
buying the former Family Maternity 
Center building, which EMS occupies, 
and reconfiguring it. That facility is in 
foreclosure proceedings.

“This request should be delayed,” 
said District 4 member David Chupp. 
“It needs more study and comparison 
to buying and renovation of the Family 
Maternity Center.”

Planning and land use director Don 
Gill noted the Upper Lancaster Fire 
Department’s 10,000-square-foot facil-
ity cost $800,000, but conceded it was a 
steel frame building that would not with-
stand a Category 2 hurricane.

Smart noted the maternity center’s 
limitations on interior layout, land and 
lack of a garage. “He needs to revise his 
estimate,” he said.

Planner-at-large Ty Brent said the cost 
of a new build was too high at $250/
square foot and suggested McGregor 
look again at the maternity center and 
the possibility of buying some of the 
adjoining property. 

The item was ranked last on the 
list, pending more information from 
McGregor.

Lancaster planning 
commission ranks
capital improvements

by Audrey Thomasson

WHITE STONE—Although every-
one at a public hearing at Mount 
Vernon Baptist Church last Thurs-
day was in favor of a town revitaliza-
tion project, there were some skeptics 
among the crowd regarding a proposed 
sewer system. 

The public hearing was the second of 
two required hearings the town council 
had to hold before the final application 
could be submitted for a Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG). 
The first was held two weeks ago on 
a snowy, cold night and was sparsely 
attended. About 60 people, including 
former council members, planning 
commission members and residents, 
attended last week’s hearing. 

White Stone was initially awarded a 
CDBG planning grant of $30,000 from 
the Virginia Department of Hous-

Some question sewer
system element of 
White Stone project

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi ing and Community Development 
(DHCD) last fall to identify needs and 
possible solutions for a proposed reno-
vation and revitalization project. In 
addition, the town received a $10,000 
grant from the Virginia Housing 
Development Authority (VHDA). 

“Public support is very important to 
this process,” said town manager Pat-
rick Frere.

According to Frere, the town is 
applying for $1.4 million in block 
grant funding to rehabilitate substan-
dard housing, address storm water 
needs and contribute to a public sewer 
system. White Stone hopes to receive 
additional grant money in the future 
for revitalization of its commercial 
area. The deadline for the application 
was March 25. 

Council unanimously adopted a 

WHITE STONE, continued on page A2
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resolution authorizing Frere 
to submit the grant proposal 
by the deadline. Blair Kenyon 
made the motion to accept the 
resolution. Irving Brittingham 
seconded the motion. Voting 
in favor were Kenyon, Brit-
tingham, William Hubbard and 
Joe Sliakis. Council members 
David Jones, Jennifer Hodges 
and Kelli Blankenship were 
absent. 

“We have identified an area 
in the town where housing units 
seem to be substandard,” said 
Jerry Davis, executive director 
of the Northern Neck Planning 
District Commission.

Through applications from 
residents and inspections, some 
15 houses have been identified 
for rehabilitation or replace-
ment. Of those, six are just out-
side of the White Stone town 
boundaries along Chesapeake 
Drive towards Irvington, said 
Davis 

Three different categories 
have been proposed in phase 
one of the project, with about 
$700,000 for housing rehab, 
$140,000 for storm water 
needs and $400,000 towards a 
public sewer system. Accord-
ing to Davis, the town is already 
soliciting grant funding from 
other sources, including the US 
Department of Agriculture, to 
assist with the sewer project, 
which will cost several million 
dollars. 

The total budget for the 
project is $5,876,000 with an 
anticipated $1.4 million from 
the CDBG, $4,340,000 from 
the USDA Rural Development 
Program, $110,000 from the 
Southeast Rural Community 
Assistance Project and $26,000 
from the Bay Aging Weather-
ization Assistance Program. 

“The town is working with 
the engineering firm to identify 
what type of sewer system” is 
best, said Davis. 

Bowman Consulting of Wil-
liamsburg conducted the pre-

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland board of supervi-
sors in a split decision recently 
granted a conditional use permit 
to install an upweller for Tim 
Moore’s oyster growing opera-
tion, Walnut Point Oyster Com-
pany, in the Coan River near 
Walnut Point.

During a public hearing 
March 19, the application met 
stiff opposition from Moore’s 
neighbors, as well as other Nor-
thumberland residents from as 
far away as Reedville. Oppo-
nents worried the application 
would create noise and traffic 
and affect property values. The 
neighborhood is composed of 
three houses on waterfront prop-
erty surrounded by farmland.

Commercial aquaculture is 
allowed by conditional use per-
mits in the residential waterfront 
zone, which the property is des-
ignated

Moore and his supporters 
pointed out that the application 
limits him to one truck, and that 
his commercial seafood license 
already covers all other aspects 
of his operation. The permit 
covers only an upweller, a float-
ing nursery for very small baby 
oysters, or seed. In an upweller, 
water is pumped up from the 

Charles Campbell (left) leaves the March 19 Northumberland board of supervisors 
meeting with a bucket containing the water pump for Tim Moore’s upweller. Moore 
brought the pump to demonstrate how quiet it is.

Tim Moore (left) listens as attorney Jim Breeden, 
speaking on behalf of Frank and Rachel Pugliese, argues 
against granting a conditional use permit for Moore’s 
upweller.

Northumberland supervisors authorize
oyster growing upweller on Coan River

by Renss Greene

bottom of the container to keep 
water and nutrients moving 
across the seed until they grow 
large enough to move to a cage.

Moore said he has about 
250,000 oysters in cages on two 
bottom leases in the Coan River. 
He added that the company was 
founded in 2013, and moved up 
to a commercial scale last fall.

Moore also brought the pump 
from the upweller into the 

boardroom to demonstrate to the 
board how quiet it is.

“I want to use this operation 
to demonstrate that small scale 
aquaculture is a non-disruptive 
event,” Moore said, referring to 
noise and smell.

The board voted 3-2 to 
approve the request. Ronnie Jett, 
Richard Haynie, and Joe Self 
voted aye; Tommy Tomlin and 
Jim Long voted against.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning commis-
sion on March 19 recommended 
the county remove dance halls 
as an allowed use in its zoning 
ordinance.

Planning commission chair 
Bill Kling said the commission 
also discussed making dance 
hall ordinances more enforce-
able. 

The board of supervisors 
asked the planning commission 
to review dance hall permitting 
after the granting and immedi-
ate revocation of a dance hall 
permit at Luna Pizza in Burgess 
over noise and safety concerns 
last year.

Removing dance halls from 
the zoning ordinance would 
mean dance hall permit applica-
tions would have to go through a 
public hearing process.

The commission also reviewed 
chapter two of the county’s com-
prehensive plan. That chapter, 
titled Issues, Goals, and Strat-
egies, was updated to current 
facts and figures. From goals, 
it removes the development of 
an Historic Resources Manage-
ment Plan since it is unclear 
who would write this, and adds 
protecting aquifers and the fresh 
water supply from fracking and 
to support regional water supply 
planning.

The commission also inserted 
“work with and support the 
Northern Neck Chesapeake 
Bay Public Access Authority” 

Planning commission action would require
public hearings for all dance hall permits

by Renss Greene as a strategy to work toward for 
ensuring water access.

The work is part of a periodic 
review of the county’s compre-
hensive plan, which was last 
updated in 2006. There are four 

chapters remaining, including 
the land use plan, public facili-
ties and services, the water qual-
ity and shoreline protection plan, 
and the implementation and 
work plan.

White Stone project
continued from page A1

■ Restoring rights
The Northumberland Branch 

NAACP will hold a Restora-
tion of Rights Meeting from 
10 a.m. to noon, Saturday, 
March 28, at Northumberland 
County Community Center, 
679 Browns Store Road, Wic-
omico Church.

Procedures will be reviewed 
for restoring rights, including 
hunting licenses.

NEWS 
BREAK

liminary engineering review 
and recommended a central 
wastewater treatment plant with 
a subsurface drainfield. 

According to Frere, 175 resi-
dences, mixed-use buildings 
and commercial structures can 
be served by phase one of the 
system. 

Residents who choose to 
hook up to the sewer system and 
sign the user agreement before 
January 1, 2017, will have the 
hook-up fee paid by grant fund-
ing. After that date, there will 
be a $6,000 hook-up charge. 
All residents using the system 
would pay a $35 monthly fee 
for up to 4,000 gallons used. 

Questions arise
“What if we don’t want it?” 

asked Valerie Rich, who was 
concerned that the monthly 
usage charge would continue to 
increase. She cited the increase 
in her water bill through Aqua 
Virginia as an example. 

Mayor Randy Reeves and 
Frere assured residents the town 
is not trying to make money on 
the monthly charges, only cover 
operating expenses. The sewer 
system rate structure would be 
publicly managed. The system 
is not privately owned, said 
Reeves. 

Former Mayor Lloyd B. 
Hubbard said the alternative 
of having to build a new septic 
system is more costly in the 
long run. New systems, he said, 
cost about $16,000. 

“This is not the first time by 
any means we’ve tried to get 
sewer for White Stone,” said 
Hubbard. “I strongly suggest 
we push this to the end.”

According to Frere, the town 
is “in a position to have a lot 
of [improvements] paid for” 
because the town’s median 
level income “for good or bad” 
makes White Stone a poverty 
level community. 

“If we don’t do it now, I doubt 
I’ll see it in my lifetime,” said 
Reeves. 

Brittingham agreed with 
Hubbard and Reeves and added 
that many residents with septic 
tanks in their front or back 
yards can see water surface 
when washing clothes or dishes. 

“That means there’s already 
a problem there,” said Brit-
tingham. “That $35 a month is 
much better than if someone 
comes and says your sewer 
system has failed. Replacing it 
is astronomical.”

Frere said the user agree-
ments are not binding but urged 
residents to sign them. 

“We have to demonstrate that 
people are going to use this 
system if it’s built,” said Davis.
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ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
Washington DC interior designer and Northern Neck resident Penne Poole has opened a Pop-Up store in Kilmarnock to liquidate 

personal treasures collected from her travels to Europe, the Far East and other destinations closer to home. Stop by and see 

horse, Dutch chandelier, exquisite trays and mirrors, tramp mirror, rolls and rolls of designer fabrics, pillows, and so much more. 

ALL SALES ARE FINAL. CASH OR CHECKS ACCEPTED. 

STORE IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC THURSDAY, MARCH 26 THROUGH SATURDAY, MARCH 28, AND THEN WILL REOPEN ON FRIDAY, MAY 1.

PENNE POOLE ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES    /   14 NORTH MAIN STREET, KILMARNOCK    /   10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Range Membership
at 

King Carter Golf Club
No time to play golf?

Follow us on Twitter
Like us on Facebook

KingCarterGolfClub.com

For a limited time
you can have unlimited access to the best 

practice facility in the Northern Neck!
804-435-7842

We now offer yearly Memberships to our 
practice facility which includes:

 Unlimited range balls
 Use of our short game which includes a 

chipping/pitching area with greenside bunker
 Fairway bunker hitting area

 Uneven lies area
 Unlimited use of the putting green

 Individual – $350       Family – $450

FYI
River Market
Boneless Leg 

of Lamb
White Stone 435-1725

LOTTSBURG—Northum-
berland school superintendent 
Dr. Rebecca Gates on March 
23 delivered her annual state 
of the schools presentation to 
a joint meeting of the school 
board and board of supervi-
sors.

Gates painted a rosy picture 
overall, focusing on good news 
in the schools. She noted that 
the class of 2014 won over 
$490,000 in scholarships and 
240 industry certifications. The 
industry certifications are up 
from 10 in 2011-12 and 42 in 

2012-13, and include certifica-
tions earned by Northumber-
land students at the Northern 
Neck Technical Center.

Northumberland also has 
steadily increased the number 
of students who have com-
pleted algebra I by the end of 
middle school, an important 
hurdle to earning an advanced 
diploma. That number 
increased from 25 in 2012-13 
to 42 in 2013-14.

The district now boasts 
152 cameras across all three 
schools, after a school safety 
grant in the past year helped 
buy electronic door entries and 

59 new cameras.
On-time graduation slipped 

in 2013-14, from 94% in 
2013-14 to 87% this past year. 
According to Gates’ presenta-
tion, the state average is 89.9%.

She also reported that the 
school system’s extended 
school year and six-year plan 
reading goals appear to be on 
track, and she expects to meet 
benchmarks set forth in the 
school system’s six-year plan.

LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland school 
board on March 23 unanimously passed a 
$16,779,848 proposed budget for the 2015-16 
fiscal year.

The budget, which must now be approved by 
the board of supervisors, was explained by super-
intendent Dr. Rebecca Gates.

The budget is broken into eight categories: 
instruction, administration, transportation, 
operation and maintenance, facilities, debt ser-
vice, technology, and a contingency reserve, she 
said. The bulk of the budget is in instruction: 
$11,808,833, or 70%. The largest increases are 
in transportation and facilities. Transportation 
grew $208,318 to $1,442,975, which includes 
$200,000 for two new buses to help rejuvenate 
an aging fleet, she said.

Facilities more than tripled, adding $150,846 
to reach $197,846. This category, which is usu-
ally one of the smaller expenses in the budget, 
grew due to several proposed capital investments, 
including a $100,000 phone system replacement 
for all school system buildings and $44,838 for 
card scan entry system installation and upgrades 
at all schools.

No money is allocated for a contingency fund.
Overall, this budget is up $571,985 from last 

year.
Insurance and compensation

The budget includes a 3% across-the-board 
salary increase for employees and increases the 
school system’s contribution to health insurance 
premiums.

The 3% salary increase includes a 1.25% annual 
step increase. Board member Dean Sumner said 
the increase gets employees back on track after 
not getting the step increase last year. This 3% 
increase is projected to cost $282,903.

However, Gates said they expect to be able to 
pay for most of that increase without any addi-
tional burden to the county. She said the schools 
anticipate attrition and retirement of some of the 
most experienced, highest-paid teachers to be 
replaced by newer, lower-paid employees, saving 

the school $232,746 and leaving only $50,157 for 
the county to pick up.

The school system also is proposing to cover the 
total cost of single coverage on the cheaper of two 
health insurance plans available to employees. The 
insurance plans have different premiums depend-
ing on how many people the employee elects to 
include in their coverage.

For the cheaper plan, single coverage costs $561 
per month, which the school system is proposing to 
cover completely, meaning it is possible for single 
employees to get essentially free health insurance. 
At the other extreme, family coverage on the more 
expensive plan costs $1,755 per month, of which 
employees would pay $1,194.

In this budget, the school system would contrib-
ute the total cost of the cheaper plan with single 
coverage. Currently, that plan costs an employee 
$76 per month. This is estimated to increase 
the cost to the school system by $90,240, for 
a total health plan cost to the school system of 
$1,009,800.
Capital outlay

The school system is asking the county for nearly 
$400,000 in capital investments. These include a 
food service oven, two new buses, card scan entry 
installation and upgrades for the schools, parking 
lot lighting, custodial equipment, and a new phone 
system for all buildings. The total cost is estimated 
at $395,838. The most expensive items are the 
new buses, which go for $100,000 each, and the 
new phone system, estimated at $100,000.

The school system is also asking the county 
to include the cost of upgrades to the elementary 
school gym in its budget. Those costs range from 
$38,400 to $63,233.
Cost per student

The proposed budget is based on an estimated 
average daily membership (ADM) of 1,325 stu-
dents. According to assistant superintendent Dr. 
Holly Wargo, the 2014-15 ADM is 1,339. The 
state projects next year’s ADM at 1,315. These do 
not include pre-kindergarten, which is funded dif-
ferently, or non-resident students.

Based on an ADM of 1,325, the school is bud-
geting a cost of $12,664.04 per student.

School board forwards $16.8 million
budget to Northumberland supervisors

The Northumberland board of supervisors hears a presentation on the proposed 
2015-16 school budget. From left are school board member Jim Michel, and school 
superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates, supervisor Tommy Tomlin, county administrator 
Kenny Eades and supervisors Danny Haynie, Jim Long and Ronnie Jett. Supervisor Joe 
Self also was in attendance.

by Renss Greene

HEATHSVILLE—Northum-
berland County Circuit Court 
convened March 18 for a brief 
session with the Hon. Harry 
Taliaferro III presiding. 

On that date:

for LeVaughn Laffiama Seldon 
of Reedville. Seldon previ-
ously pled nolo contendere to 
the charge of assault on a law 
enforcement officer and the case 
was taken under advisement.

Holly entered a plea agreement. 
His misdemeanor charge of 
assault and battery on a family 
member was amended to assault. 
Prosecutors did not pursue a mis-
demeanor charge of damaging a 
phone line to obstruct a message.

was to face a trial on charges of 
driving after being declared an 
habitual offender and two counts 
of child abuse. The trial was con-
tinued to April 9. He also was 
arraigned on a charge of driving 
while intoxicated, to be tried that 
same date.

was to be tried on charges of 
entering a house to commit 
assault and battery, possession of 
burglary tools and grand larceny. 
His trial was continued to May 
28.

by Renss Greene

by Renss Greene

State of Northumberland schools mostly positive

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
town council will conduct 
a budget work session at 4:30 
p.m. Thursday, March 26, in the 
Town Hall, 1 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

LANCASTER—The account-
ing firm of Robins, Farmer and 
Cox will present the county’s 
audit report for fiscal year 2013-
14 at the Lancaster County 
Board of Supervisors meet-
ing tonight, March 26.

The meeting begins at 7 p.m. 
in the County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster.

Also on the agenda, supervi-
sors will introduce Trent Jones, 
the new Virginia Coopera-
tive Extension Agriculture and 
National Resources agent serving 
Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties, and recognize Lan-
caster High School state wres-
tling champions Sam Bouis and 
Kenique Stewart.

Supervisors also will hear 
from the Virginia Department of 
Transportation, and receive board 
reports and the county adminis-
trator’s report.

Public hearings, set for 7:40 
p.m., will address a request from 
Ryan Hunter Walton seeking 
authorization for a non-con-
forming residential structure on 
a 0.67-acre medium residential 
parcel at 320 Peach Tree Lane, 
White Stone, and a proposed con-
veyance of easement to Domin-
ion Virginia Power across county 
owned property. 

Consideration items will 
include a request for abatement of 
levies on damaged or destroyed 
buildings from Frederick M. and 
Kendall T. Minton.

The Agenda
Local Government News

COURT 
REPORT

WHITE STONE—Resi-
dents of White Stone are 
required to purchase vehicle 
tags by April 30. Tags will be 
sold from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. April 
6-10 and April 13-17 at the town 
office, 433 Rappahannock Drive, 
White Stone. 

Car and truck tags are $25 
each, motorcycle tags are $20.

KILMARNOCK—The Town 
of Kilmarnock is taking orders 
for new banners to be flown for 
Memorial Day and Veterans Day in 
honor of veterans. 

At $100, each is customized 
with the veteran’s photograph, 
name and service branch and 
printed in full color.

Each is 18” wide by 36” long 
and will hang from the light 
poles in Steptoe’s District like the 
spring tulip banners currently dis-
played.

To order:

kilmarnockva.com/purchase-
veterans-banners, or visit the 
Town Hall, 1 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock. Complete and 
return the form by April 17. 

-
tronic form to susancockrell@
kilmarnockva.com.

■
Chesapeake Academy’s Nau-

tical Night Auction raffle tick-
ets are on sale until a drawing 
during the annual auction May 2. 
Tickets are $10 each. First prize 
is $5,000, second prize is $1,000 
and third prize is $500.

Purchase tickets at Specials 
Wine Seller, Rivah Consign-
ments, Burkes Fine Jewelers, 
The Dandelion, Jimmy & Sook, 
Chesapeake Academy, 438-
5575, or cemry@chesapeak-
eacademy.org.

■
 The Northern Neck Montes-

sori School will offer 300 raffle 
tickets for a two-night stay at 
Tides Inn in Irvington. The resort 
package is valued at $1,000. The 
drawing will be held May 4.

Tickets are $15 each. Purchase 
tickets at 435-3503, or info@
nnmontessori.org. 

NEWS 
BREAK

GOT NEWS?
Editor@RappRecord.com
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HORN HARBOR HOUSE RESTAURANT
Opening 

This Friday
March 27 at 5pm
for 2015 Season

804-453-3351
836 Horn Harbor Rd, Burgess
On the Great Wicomico River

*Regular Hours*
Friday & Saturday 5pm - 10pm

Sunday 5pm - 9pm

“Have you 
caught 

anything yet? ”

“No, but
I know where 
we can get 
some fresh 
seafood.”

Performing for the children
Pianist Michael Chertock performs March 23 for an audience of elementary school 
students in the Northumberland High School auditorium. Students were bused in from 
Cople and Northumberland elementary schools, bringing an estimated 450 students 
to hear Chertock, according to Rappahannock Concert Association president Sue 
Nunn. The Rappahannock Concert Association sponsored the performance, as well as 
a community concert on March 22. Photo by Renss Greene

■
The 4 p.m. Burn Law allows 

burning only between 4 p.m. 
and midnight through April 30. 

Starting a fire before 4 p.m. 
during spring wildfire season 
is a Class 3 misdemeanor 
crime. In addition to a fine of 
not more than $500, the person 
responsible for the fire’s escape 
is financially liable for the cost 
of suppressing the fire and for 
damage caused to another’s 
property.

WARSAW—One in four 
women has experienced inti-
mate partner or domestic vio-
lence at some time in their 
lifetimes. One in five women 
and one in every eight men has 
experienced a sexual assault by 
the time they reach age 18.

These can be devastating and 
traumatic experiences for the 
children, women and men who 
experience these most intimate 
violations, according to Sarah 
C. Weakley, director of devel-
opment at The Haven Shelter 
and Services. Overcoming the 
effects of these traumas occurs 
every day. Children’s resilience 
is amazing and the ability of 
women to find the strength to 
endure violence and make their 
way out of horrific situations 
is exceptionally rewarding to 
experience. 

“Yes, it happens here in the 
Northern Neck,” said Weakley. 
“For years families struggled 
to deal with domestic violence 
and sexual violence alone or 
with the help of well-intended 
family members and friends.” 

In 1985, The Haven Shelter 
opened its doors to provide a 
safe sanctuary for women and 
children who had experienced 
this violence, offering for the 
first time on the Northern Neck 
services to support and assist 

these community members. 
The Haven was able to help 
these families with the invalu-
able support of many commu-
nity volunteers. This willing-
ness of individuals to come 
together and provide assistance 
to our neighbors who needed 
to know that someone cared, 
the satisfaction of knowing that 
you do and can make a differ-
ence—these are the core values 
of community. 

These volunteers spent time 
listening to women, facilitated 
support groups, answered a hot-
line, provided transportation, 
and later accompanied women 
to the emergency room, to court 
and wherever they needed sup-
port, she said. They assisted 
with bake sales, public aware-
ness campaigns, running a 
growing office, serving on the 
board of directors and expand-
ing the services provided by 
The Haven. Volunteers are the 
heart of any functioning orga-
nizations. 

Thirty years later, The Haven 
continues to provide support 
groups, shelter, food, transpor-
tation and education on domes-
tic violence and sexual assault 
to folks throughout the North-
ern Neck. 

“We provide training, techni-
cal assistance, prevention pro-

The Haven seeks volunteers
grams in the schools, we oper-
ate a thrift shop to help raise 
funds for The Haven and to pro-
vide an opportunity for people 
seeking our services to learn 
employment skills, amongst 
many other activities to ensure 
that our services are available 
and accessible to all who need 
them,” said Weakley. “The 
Haven Shelter and Services 
continues to rely on volunteers 
in all capacities of our work.”

Beginning April 14, The 
Spring Volunteer Training 
(seven sessions) will begin for 
those interested in working 
with The Haven and/or their 
clients. This training will cover 
all of the necessary information 
and response methods to volun-
teer in any and all capacities of 
the organization. There are no 
materials or charge to attend 
and lunch/dinner will be pro-
vided.

To register, contact Weakley 
at 333-1099 or sarah.weakley@
havenshelter.org. 

LANCASTER—Members of 
the Cobbs Hall Chapter, Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution 
recently honored area resident 
Mike Lyman. Member Laura 
Stoddard presented the award.

Lyman, a true patriot, is 
nationally recognized for his 
tireless efforts to remember 
and honor the men who served 
in the country’s fighting forces, 
reported publicity coordinator 
Susan Hudson. 

A retired Army veteran who 
served in Vietnam, Lt. Col. 
Lyman was in charge of 28 
hamlets with overall responsi-
bility to provide security and 
guard the local people. Two 
times he was rotated out of his 
post but when both of these 
replacements were shot, one 
fatally, he returned to complete 
the mission. 

He was wounded twice, 
received numerous metals 
including two Purple Hearts 
and has been recognized with 
multiple commendations from 
the U.S. and Vietnam govern-
ments for his service, said 
Hudson.    

After retiring, Lyman has 
been devoted to the mission 
of recognizing veterans, espe-
cially those who have served in 
the Revolutionary War and the 
War of 1812. He has authored 
a number of books and articles, 
many in cooperation with the 
Society of the War of 1812, 
including Encounters with the 
British in Virginia during the 
War of 1812 and War of 1812 
Veteran Burials at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church Graveyard, 
Richmond, VA.

In Burials of War of 1812: 
Veterans in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia he has documented 
over 4,400 known War of 1812 
veteran burials across Virginia, 
as well as the names of 6,200 
non-veterans, such as spouses, 
parents and others. 

He devotes an enormous 
amount of time arranging and 
conducting grave marking cer-
emonies, locally and around 
the state, for veterans of the 
Revolutionary War and the War 
of 1812, continued Hudson. If 
those veterans fought and died 
without any markers, or have 
markers that are now damaged, 
he works to correct the situation 

Mike Lyman honored by
Cobbs Hall Chapter, DAR

Mike Lyman

and ensure these men are not 
forgotten.  

He is in charge of historical 
markings for Lancaster County 
and just completed a new one 
for the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge, marking the 
site of the largest naval battle of 
the War of 1812. 

He belongs to over a dozen 
historical societies and works 
closely with the Lancaster 
County Historical Society and 
Museum. As a result of many 
of his efforts, Virginia has won 
many awards for the quality of 
historical preservation.

Lyman is equally dedicated 
to a family’s preservation of 
this history and donates con-
siderable time to individuals 
researching and understanding 
their descendants and geneal-
ogy, said Hudson. To promote 
community awareness, he can 
often be found giving presen-
tations at historical events in 
the Northern Neck and read-
ily participates in parades or 
other patriotic events, often 
dressed in the uniform of the 
period.

NEWS 
BREAK
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         River Gardens
              Opening

                Friday, March 27
581 Jessie Dupont Hwy., Burgess

CONGRATULATIONS!!LONG & FOSTER
2014 SALES EXCELLENCE AWARD WINNERS

The Shultz Team
804-436-4000
Long & Foster: 

Founder’s
Top 29 Producer — Richmond Region

Top Team Producer — Bay/River
Top Team Lister — Bay/River
Top Sales Team — Bay/River

Top Sales Team/ Volume — Bay/River

Skipper Garrett
804-370-4080
Long & Foster:

Chairman’s
Top 29 Producer — Richmond Region

Top Producer — Bay/River
Top Producer/Units — Bay/River

Top Lister — Bay/River
Top Sales Person — Bay/River

Top Sales Person/ Volume – Bay/River

Evie Wilton
804-725-6322
Long & Foster:

Chairman’s
Top Producer/Units

Bay/River

Teresa Moore
804-370-0093

Long & Foster: President’s
Outstanding Service 

Award – Hanover

Byrl Taylor
804-356-7879

Long & Foster: Executive’s

Terrie Dort
804-577-0256

Long & Foster: Executive’s

Tim Hill
804-366-5140

Long & Foster: President’s

Bonnie Vest
804-339-5282

Long & Foster: Executive’s

                  White Stone                                        Deltaville
         434 Rappahannock Drive               17457 General Puller Hwy.
              White Stone, VA                                  Deltaville, VA
                804-435-2673                                   804-776-6534

www.chesapeakebay-river.com

Ahmet Anday
804-339-4675

Long & Foster: President’s

Betsy Stanley
804-347-3488

Long & Foster: President’s
Outstanding Service 
Award – Bay/River

Kathy Wright
804-366-5667

Long & Foster: Executive’s

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster County Chapter 
1406 of the United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy hon-
ored four veterans March 14 
during a Bestowal of Military 
Service Awards ceremony at 
Morattico Baptist Church.

The Military Service 
Awards are the most prized 
awards bestowed by the 
UDC, reported chapter presi-
dent Jo Ann Fickling. They 
are awarded to those who by 
faithful devotion and patri-
otic military service to coun-
try in time of war have exem-
plified courage and loyalty 
which reflect honor upon 
themselves as well as upon 
their Confederate ancestors.  

The ceremony was per-
formed by Judith Degen, 
the chapter’s military ser-
vice awards officer. Fickling 
presented the awards to the 
recipients.  

Retired U.S. Army 1st 
Lt. Melvin L. Pitman was 
awarded the World War II 
Cross of Military Service. 
Pitman is the grandson of 
Sgt. Griffin Henry Lewis, a 
soldier in Company A, 40th 
Regiment Virginia Infantry, 
Confederate States of Amer-
ica (CSA).  

Retired U.S. Navy Senior 
Chief Petty Officer Richard 
Jesse Fickling was awarded 
the Vietnam Cross of Mili-
tary Service. Fickling is the 
great-great-grandson of Sgt. 
Gideon Christian Matthews, 
a soldier in Company H, 2nd 
Regiment South Carolina 
Artillery, CSA.  

IRVINGTON—Phillip Gre-
enwalt, a historian with the 
National Park Service at the 
George Washington Birth-
place National Monument in 
Westmoreland County, was 
the guest speaker March 16, 
at the Richard Henry Lee 
Chapter of the Virginia Soci-
ety of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution luncheon at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury in Irvington.

Greenwalt is a student of 
the Revolutionary War, in 
general, and George Wash-
ington, in particular, as well 
as the American Civil War, 
said Bob Denton. He has co-
written three books on the 
American Revolution and the 
Civil War.  At the luncheon 
he focused on how George 
Washington became George 
Washington, the “Father of 
our Country.”

He addressed Washington’s 
early life as a surveyor and 
his experiences in the French 
and Indian War (1754-1762). 
Washington was present at 
many of the important bat-
tles of that war to include 
one of the first, the Battle of 
Jumonville Glen, fought near 
Uniontown, Pa., and other 
actions that displayed Wash-
ington’s bravery and courage 

under fire. As a result, Wash-
ington was made a colonel 
and commander of Virginia 
Militia that fought many 
battles to protect the Virginia 
colony during the French and 
Indian War.

Building on his early life 
lessons, Washington who was 
made commander-in-chief of 
the Continental Army in 1775 
by the Continental Congress 
is credited with designing 
the logistical and military 
strategy that was employed 
to defeat Great Britain in 
the Revolutionary War.  And 
although he lost more battles 
than he won, he ultimately 
won the decisive battle that 
ended the war by defeat of the 
British army at Yorktown.

Washington went on to 
become our first president and, 
while so serving, established 
several executive branch prac-
tices still in place today, such 
as the cabinet agencies

Greenwalt concluded that 
Washington was, in deed: 
First in War, first in peace and 
first in hearts of his country-
men.

Also at this meeting, chap-
ter president Richard Fickling 
presided over the induction 
of new member Jackson C. 
Reavill.

KILMARNOCK—During 
the March 18 meeting of the 
Lancaster County Chapter 
1406, United Daughters of 
the Confederacy, registrar Dr. 
Cheryl Brown-Davis and presi-
dent Jo Ann Fickling welcomed 
two new members. 

Robin Perks became a 
member with the service of her 
great-greatgrandfather William 
David Robertson, Company E, 
41st Regiment Virginia Infantry. 

Cherilynn Glasco Bennett 
joined under the service of her 
great-greatgrandfather William 
Henry Clayton Bybee, Com-
pany D, 13th Virginia Infantry. 

“We are so pleased to have 
these new members,” said Fick-
ling. “They will be a lot of help 
to the Chapter and the objec-
tives of the UDC.” 

Vice president and monu-
ment committee chairman 
Susan Hudson has been doing 
a lot of genealogy research, 
reported Fickling. Because of 
her research and document-
ing ancestors, the chapter was 
pleased to present three supple-
mental ancestor certificates. 
The certificates are for Adam S. 
Rader, Company B, 22nd Regi-
ment Virginia Infantry; Simon 

P. Rader, Company B, 7th Bat-
talion Local Defense, Virginia 
Infantry; and John Lodmer 
McGhee, Company D, 3rd Reg-
iment Senior Reserves Virginia 
Cavalry. 

Reading material for 
McGuire Veterans Hospital and 
items for The Haven were col-
lected and delivered by Hudson 
the following day, added Fick-
ling. 

A vote was taken and 
approved for the fourth Bronze 
Plaque to be added to the Lan-
caster County Monument. 
Research for Confederate 
Veterans not currently on the 
Lancaster Monument but who 
lived in Lancaster County when 
they enlisted is in progress, she 
added. 

The chapter meets on third 
Wednesdays, September 
through June. Membership is 
open to women ages 16 and 
older who have a Confederate 
ancestor who served honorably 
in the Army, Navy or Civil Ser-
vice of the Confederate States 
of America, or gave material aid 
to the cause. The objectives are 
historical, benevolent, memo-
rial and patriotic. To join, call 
Dr. Davis, 580-2245. 

Lancaster UDC chapter honors veterans

From left are Melvin L. Pitman, Richard J. Fickling, Dr. Cheryl Lee Brown Davis and 
Robert N. McKenney.

A World War II Cross of 
Military Service was awarded 
posthumously to Dr. Cheryl 
Lee Brown Davis for her 
father, Leroy Aiken Brown, 
who was a lieutenant colonel 
in the U.S. Army. Brown was 
the great-grandson of Hiram 
Brown, a soldier in Captain 
Snead’s Company, Fluvana 
Artillery, CSA.  

Retired U.S. Army Cor-
poral Robert N. McKenney 
was awarded the Korean War 
National Defense Medal. 
McKenney is the grandson of 
Joseph Beauchamp, a soldier 
in Company C, 40th Virginia 
Infantry, CSA.  

Pastor H. Craig Smith 
gave the invocation, includ-

ing patriotic remarks about 
veterans, and also gave the 
benediction. Martha Stoneq-
uist provided patriotic 
music.  

A reception was held in 
the church fellowship hall, 
coordinated by the hostess 

committee of Leah Pittman, 
Peggy Davis and Jean Lewis.  

“The Lancaster County 
Chapter would like to thank 
all who attended to help us 
honor some of our United 
States veterans,” said Jo Ann 
Fickling.

From left are Dr. Cheryl Brown-Davis, Susan Hudson, 
Robin Perks and Cherilynn Bennett.

UDC welcomes new members

From left are Jack Reavill and Dick Fickling.

Historian addresses SAR,
Richard Henry Lee Chapter

■ Crime prevention and personal safety seminars
The Rappahannock Pistol and Rifle Club will sponsor Refuse 

To Be A Victim, an award-winning crime prevention and per-
sonal safety seminar, from 7 to 9 p.m. March 26 and 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. May 30 at Lancaster Community Library, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

The seminars will be open to the public at a cost of $40, which 
includes all program materials and light refreshments. Pre-regis-
tration is required. To register, visit refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-be-
a-victim.aspx, or rprclub.com. 

NEWS BREAK
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Sitting far back from Route 360 on the edge 
of the village of Heathsville is Spring-

field, a great brick mansion built by Dr. Wil-
liam Harding in 1828. From the time of its 
construction it passed through the hands of 
many owners until it became the home of 
Lew and Kathy Fleming 35 years ago. At the 
time of their purchase the house and grounds 
stood in need of restoration, and they were 
the ideal couple to undertake the project.

Previously, they had lived in an old house 
in Fairfax County which they also had 
restored, but once retired from the federal 
government, they wanted to leave the grid-
lock of Northern Virginia and find a bucolic 
setting, free of noise and traffic. They consid-
ered property in Caroline County, but once 
they found Springfield, they knew it would 
be their home.

For almost 15 they toiled away to bring the 
house back to its original splendor. Lew, a 
gifted woodworker, built interior shutters, 
and Kathy, his equal with a sewing needle, 
made magnificent drapes. They both were 
individuals of extraordinary ability, matched 
with unflagging energy. They thrived on the 
challenge of restoration, and made a genu-
inely significant contribution to the cultural 
wealth of the Commonwealth by their efforts.

In 1984, when a group of their like-minded 
friends formed a new organization aimed at 
increasing the awareness of historic preser-
vation, Northumberland Preservation Inc. 
came into being, and Lew was the obvious 
choice to serve as its first president. The 
group initially set out to bring together folks 
interested in preservation, whether they 
lived in an historic house or not, with a view 
towards generating awareness of the impor-
tant historic structures across Northumber-
land County. Lew was the guiding light in 
the organization’s early years, and after two 

years, when he ceded the presidency to Bob 
Byrne, he transitioned to being one of the 
stalwart volunteers in the restoration of the 
historic Shiloh School, which had been given 
to the group by James and Emily Hudnall.

That it stands today in its pristine condi-
tion is the result of many good people’s dili-
gent work, foremost among them being Lew.

The next project was even more monumen-
tal, coming after Mrs. Celia Fallin donated 
Rice’s Hotel to the Northumberland County 
Historical Society. Lew and Kathy joined 
with new volunteers to save that venerable 
institution. As the work was progressing, 
Kathy died suddenly. Shortly thereafter, as 
the two-story verandah was dedicated, it was 
named in honor of Kathy. 

Lew continued to work on the proj-
ect, by then called Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s 
Tavern, and through that activity he came 
to meet Peggy, the lady who would become 
his second wife. Peggy, a profoundly tal-
ented artist, shared his interests and enjoyed 
assuming her own role in continuing the res-
toration of Springfield. Together they formed 
as seamless a couple as had Kathy and Lew.

Lew had an engaging sense of humor and 
delighted in passing along his observations 
on the unfolding scene. He was uniformly 

happy as a person and shared his delight in 
living with everyone he met. He and Peggy 
were particularly anxious to see the restau-
rant operation at the tavern be successful. 
They both wanted the finished result of the 
restoration to be economically sustainable, 
and for 20 years they worked to achieve that 
end.

Lew served in World War II and worked 
as a civil servant throughout the course of a 
lengthy career in government, but he found 
his great calling in restoration, be it of an 
historic building or a worthy piece of antique 
furniture. His multi-talented ability came 
to the Northern Neck at the confluence of 
important activities heralding the awakening 
of community interest in historic preserva-
tion. In that endeavor he led the way.

Last week Lew died at the age of 95, 
having enjoyed living as much as anyone 
ever could. The heritage of the Northern 
Neck was enriched by his presence for three-
and-a-half decades, and he truly left our 
community better off than he found it, all the 
while expanding his interests and generating 
enthusiasm among others for their fulfill-
ment.

Lewes Wilson Fleming, September 28, 
1919 – March 17, 2015. R.I.P.

The group initially set 
out to bring together folks 
interested in preservation, 
whether they lived in an 
historic house or not, with 
a view towards generating 
awareness of the important 
historic structures across 
Northumberland County.

Focal Point

Here’s another reason not to litter. This painted turtle with a deformed shell 
was seen at Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury. According to Tom Teeples 
of the Northern Neck Chapter of the Virginia Master Naturalists, the deformed 
shell was probably caused by the turtle’s being trapped in a plastic ring, such as a 
6-pack holder, while its shell was growing. The ring has since broken off.

Photo by John Roberts

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

150 Years Ago This Month
 In March 1865, the Union siege of 

the Petersburg/Richmond area contin-
ued. Along the trenches of Petersburg, 
Lee’s poorly fed and supplied soldiers 
continued to hold a Union force of over 
100,000 for months. 

To the east of Richmond, a Confeder-
ate artillery line protected Richmond 
from Union attacks. Confederate efforts 
in March focused on breaking the siege 
of Petersburg, protecting Richmond, 
and attacking Union shipping along the 
rivers and bay.

Confederate morale was at a low point 
and desertion at an all-time high in 
March. Confederate records show that 
2,934 soldiers had deserted. Confederate 
forces desperately needed to break out of 
the siege. On March 25, they attempted 
a breakout at Fort Steadman, north of 
the “Crater.” Lee allotted 11,500 men for 
the attack and held 8,200 nearby for sup-
port. This was nearly all of Lee’s 23,000 
men. The attack went well at first, but 
the Confederates were unable to extend 
the breach to capture Fort Haskell to the 
south. In the end, their attempt failed and 
cost them 2,700 men.

Meanwhile, the Northern Neck was 
strategically located along Union supply 
lines and its waterways were patrolled 
by the Union navy. The Confederates 
responded with assaults carried out by 
small teams of naval and marine forces.

The information below is excerpted 
from Union naval reports compiled in 
the Official Records of the Union and 
Confederate Navies in the War of the 
Rebellion.

March 4: A telegram to the Secre-
tary of the Navy reports: “Information 
received that rebels dressed as females 

intend to decoy a steamer by showing 
a white flag from Wicomico, to seize 
Smiths Point light-boat, and then [go] 
to Tangier and Smiths Island, Accomac 
County, Va. Failing in this, to cross the 
bay in their boats whenever able.”

March 6: The commander of the USS 
Mercury, off the Great Wicomico River, 
states: “I would respectfully report that 
this evening two deserters, viz, Robert 
Coleman and Drury D. Davis, both of 
the Ninth Virginia Cavalry, Company K, 
Captain Robert H. Pratt, commanding, 
came on the shore and claimed protec-
tion of the United States. I took them 
on board, administered the oath of alle-
giance (to the United States), and have 
since transferred them to the Anacostia 
for passage to Point Lookout.”

March 6: The commander of the 
Potomac Flotilla, aboard the USS Don 
in the Rappahannock Rivers reports: 
“Learning that the rebels had a rifled 
fieldpiece on Jones Bluff, I directed 
Lieutenant-Commander Eastman this 
morning at daylight to stand in and dis-
lodge it, but as we approached within 
about 200 yards of the bluff and threw 
in a broadside, the rebels ingloriously 
limbered up and fled without having the 
politeness to return our fire.

March 21: The commander of the 
USS Don, in the Potomac River, reports: 
“In obedience to your order I make the 
following statement of injuries done to 
the place of Mrs. E. A. Sutton, Montross, 
Westmoreland County, Va. In prepar-
ing for the attack of the rebels while we 
were encamped on her place I ordered 
the cutting down of about ten small 
trees, and two sides of a fence, each 
about 100 feet long, for the purpose of 
constructing abatis; also, I ordered the 

destruction of a small shed which was 
in our front. I am not aware of any other 
injuries. I wish to state that Mrs. Sutton 
received us kindly and loyally and gave 
me information which prevented about 
thirty of our men falling into an ambus-
cade which would have injured my force 
materially.”

March 21: The commander of the 
USS Morse states: “In obedience to 
orders we proceeded to the southern 
shore, to communicate with a flag of 
truce. From the persons bearing it we 
gained the following information, viz: 
That the rebel marines in this vicin-
ity are a part of the crew of the rebel 
ram, ‘Virginia.’ They claim to be 80 
in number, but our informant thinks 
there are not more than 30, who are on 
the north side of the Rappahannock in 
Lancaster County, opposite Lockley’s 
Creek. Three of this number crossed to 
Lockley’s Creek on the south side of the 
river yesterday afternoon. They were 
taken across by David Pinn, a free negro. 
Our informant did not know whether 
he assisted them voluntarily or not, but 
thinks he was paid for his services. The 
rest of these marines are ready to cross 
to the south side of the river at any time. 
The three men who crossed to the south 
side impressed all the horses and boats 
in the neighborhood. The reason they 
assigned for taking the boats was that 
they needed them for the purpose of 
making a raid on the small gunboats, in 
hopes of capturing one of them.”

This monthly article is a service of 
the Mary Ball Washington Museum and 
Library and Lancaster County Civil War 
Sesquicentennial Committee with assis-
tance from Ed Trexler, author of Civil 
War Northern Neck. 

Civil War Sesquicentennial

YOUR LETTERS

Is America’s seeming obses-
sion with equality and toler-
ance, in the midst of cultural 
diversities, a threat to our faith-
based freedom of religion?

 Traditionally, religious free-
dom means the freedom to be 
free to believe, to have faith in 
a variety of sacred beliefs and 
deities, without being forced, 
coerced or threatened into uni-
versal conformity. For every 
U.S. citizen has the inalienable, 
undeniable right to freedom of 
religion, without fear of hurt, 
harm or danger, coercion or 
government influence to effect 
their decisions.

 Did you know:

should be able to incite hatred 
and malign others, with impu-
nity and government immu-
nity?

only for their own particular 
sect, or for themselves?  

not required to have a religious 
preference to qualify for civil 
service? For instance, six of 
the nine U.S. Supreme Court 
Justices have Roman Catholic 
preferences, and the other three 
have Jewish preferences, none 
are protestant.  

one non-work related vote for 
what they believe for them-

Religious freedom selves, unless this Republic 
is threatened, from without or 
from within?

It welcomes all ethnic people 
groups. (1 Corinthians 10:32)

affirms the dignity, the worth 
and the right of all human 
beings everywhere to freedom 
of conscience?

sacred beliefs does not consti-
tute intolerance, and need not 
disturb religious harmony? 

 The Town of Tappahannock 
has been recognized as The 
Religious Capital of America 
by Christ The Savior Ministry, 
Tappahannock, Bishop Lee 
McClain, founder, for its fidel-
ity to freedom of religion and 
the constitutional rule of law.

Bishop Lee McClain,
Tappahannock

A letter entitled “Throwing 
stones in glass houses” in last 
week’s Rappahannock Record 
had a strong whiff of moral 
equivalence about it. 

You know, like our presi-
dent telling us “...not to get 
on our high horses” regarding 
the outrages being committed 
by ISIS. I won’t defend the 
KKK or any of Martin Luther’s 
opponents who wanted to turn 
him into cinders, but I have a 
real problem linking them to 
the band of thugs now routinely 
raping, burning and beheading 
people in Iraq and elsewhere.

What is most nettling in this 
letter, however, is the implica-
tion that if anyone in your dis-
tant religious or cultural past 
did anything morally reprehen-
sible, you need to keep your 
mouth shut about any similar 
issue today. That’s an argument 
that morally disarms us and 
puts us in a politically correct 
straitjacket, and no one should 
buy it.

And don’t worry about the 
God of Love condemning us to 
hell. We condemn ourselves to 
hell when we choose to ignore 
the salvation offered to us by 
His Son, who loved us so much 
that He paid the price for our 
sins on the cross.

 Brian Hart,
White Stone

Moral perspective

Congress is debating the 
reauthorization of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education 
Act (ESEA), otherwise known 
as No Child Left Behind, and 
the steps it takes are going to 
have a real impact on students. 
Senate HELP committee chair-
man Lamar Alexander and 
ranking member Patty Murray 
announced the markup of a 
bipartisan ESEA bill the week 
of April 13, with a vote by the 
full Senate shortly thereafter. It 
is unclear how soon the Student 
Success Act (H.R. 5), the House 
version of ESEA reauthoriza-
tion, could come back to the 
floor. The last time Congress 

Education reform
returns to agenda

reauthorized ESEA, it did not 
listen enough to educators and 
parents—the result was a No 
Child Left Behind Act that has 
not worked for students.

I am a 29-year veteran of 
teaching in Virginia’s public 
schools and a parent of a child 
who has had their entire school 
career determined by the cycle 
of repeated testing. I have wit-
nessed firsthand how testing has 
overtaken the curriculum to the 
point that real learning is being 
negatively impacted. 

This is a chance for a long-
overdue lightening of the test-
ing burden facing our children. 
When ESEA became law in 
2001, it mandated six standard-
ized tests. That number has 
grown to 17. And those are just 
the tests the federal government 
requires. How much valuable 
learning time can we afford to 
sacrifice on the altar of stan-
dardized testing? 

What we really need is a 
better, more accurate and more 
just system of accountabil-
ity—one that replaces a “one-
size-fits-all” system of test-
ing with one that encourages 
equal opportunity for all young 
people, no matter their zip 
code. Please join me in urging 
our elected officials to pass an 
education bill that will support 
advancing student learning 
and exposing opportunity gaps 
through less but effective test-
ing instead of using too many 
test scores to punish students, 
school and teachers.

Amy S. Lamb, 
Callao, 

president, Northumberland 
Education Association  

At its March 12 meeting the 
board of supervisors of Nor-
thumberland County voted 
3-2 to allow a commercial 
oyster aquaculture operation 
in a long-term established resi-
dential neighborhood zoned 
residential waterfront despite 
objection from the two neigh-
bors on either side of the pro-
posed operation. 

The board, on two previ-
ous occasions, had voted not 
to allow this type of commer-
cial business in residential 
waterfront neighborhoods—
including this applicant’s prior 
request in 2012—so we are 
concerned over this apparent 
change in the board’s earlier 
positions. Supervisors Tomlin 
and Long continued to vote 
against this request.

This is not about being 
against oyster aquaculture but 
whether a commercial opera-
tion such as this should be 
delivered into a long-term 
residential neighborhood. We 
are pleased to see oyster busi-
nesses in the area flourish, but 
ask only that the quality and 
character of our existing neigh-
borhoods not be jeopardized.

Rachel and Frank Pugliese,
Heathsville

Preserve the 
character of the
neighborhood
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Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS

WE BUY ANTIQUES
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  

804-435-1207 
www.virginia-antiques.com

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

*See your independent Trane dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Special financing offers OR trade-in allowances from $100 
up to $1,150 valid on qualifying systems only. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited. Offer expires 05/31/2015.

Bundle your air conditioning and heating system purchase  
and get rewarded with year-round peace of mind and a 

super hot deal that’s too cool to pass up!

purchase
nd and a
p ppass up!

804.435.5726

Do you Remember?
In 1965, this Brookvale Warriors basketball team won the District 7, Group 2, VIA 
championship, according to Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. From 
left are (front row) Horace Jones, Lloyd Coleman and Vernell Morris; (next row) coach 
Alex Humphreys, Earl Smith, MacArthur Howard, Percell Jenkins, John Tiggle, Bruce 
Moore, Lewis Cain and Franklin Morris. Roy Carter, Gary Carter, Bernard Yerby, 
Wayne Jones and trainer Calvin Hebbons also were on the team, said Ashburn. “Do 
you Remember” is a community service of the museum.

The Thomasina E. Jordan 
Indian Tribes of Virginia Fed-
eral Recognition Act of 2015, 
a bill reintroduced in February 
by U.S. Senators Tim Kaine 
and Mark Warner, recently 
cleared its first procedural 
hurdle with passage out of the 
Senate Indian Affairs Com-
mittee.

The legislation would grant 
federal recognition of six Vir-
ginia tribes: the Chickahom-
iny, the Eastern Chickahom-
iny, the Upper Mattaponi, the 
Rappahannock, the Monacan 
and the Nansemond. These 
tribes have received official 
recognition from the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, but 
have not received federal rec-
ognition. The legislation will 
now advance to the full Senate 
for consideration.

“With committee approval 
of this legislation to grant fed-
eral recognition to six Virginia 
tribes, we are one step closer 
to rectifying this grave injus-

Bill to grant federal recognition
of Virginia tribes clears committee

tice,” said Sen. Kaine. “We 
won’t give up until the tribes 
receive the recognition they 
deserve and have fought so 
hard to achieve.”

“This recognition is well-
earned and long overdue,” said 
Sen Warner. “This is an issue I 
have cared about deeply since 
serving as Virginia governor, 
and I will keep working with 
Sen. Kaine and our House col-
leagues to get this bill passed 
and ensure that Virginia’s 

tribes finally get the federal 
recognition they deserve.”

Rep. Rob Wittman has 
introduced companion legisla-
tion in the House. Sen. Kaine 
and Sen. Warner introduced 
an earlier version of the bill in 
the last Congress, where it was 
also passed out of the Senate 
Indian Affairs Committee but 
faced opposition on the Senate 
floor from members who 
oppose Congressional recog-
nition of Indian tribes. 

When bald eagle surveys 
were initiated in the Chesa-
peake Bay during the late 
1950s and early 1960s, the 
Rappahannock River was not 
a standout. 

Compared to the James 
and Potomac rivers, the Rap-
pahannock was not as well 
known. In terms of eagle 
numbers, the river was over-
shadowed by the DDT-era 
strongholds of the upper 
Potomac, the lower James 
and the Blackwater. 

But one has only to look 
over a map of the tributary 
to recognize the bones of 
a thoroughbred. The Rap-
pahannock flows through a 
landscape that remains rela-
tively low on development 
and high on natural beauty. 
The creeks, bluffs, marshes 
and meanders combine to 
make one of the most attrac-
tive locations for breeding 
eagles in the Chesapeake 
region, and over the past two 
decades the river has come 
into its own.

Recovery of breeding 
eagles along the Rappahan-
nock has been dramatic. By 
the early 1970s the popula-
tion had been reduced to six 
known pairs, and the long-
standing pair along LaGrange 
Creek near Urbanna had not 
produced a single young in 
10 years. Most of the pairs 
were in the lower, salty reach 

Rappahannock eagles beat expectations

These eaglets are in a nest looking out over LaGrange 
Creek along the Rappahannock River. The single pair on 
this creek during the 1960s and 1970s produced no young 

breeding pairs. Photo by Bryan Watts

by Bryan Watts

of the river. Over the next 20 
years productivity improved, 
the population increased to 
more than 50 pairs and birds 
began to occupy many of the 
landmarks that today repre-
sent hallowed ground. 

Fones Cliffs, Cat Point 
Creek, Payne’s Island, Owl 
Hollow, and Portobago Bay 
over time have become syn-
onymous with bald eagles 
in the Bay. Since the early 
1990s, the Rappahannock 
has bloomed and now sup-
ports one of the densest 
breeding populations found 
anywhere throughout the 

species range.
The 2015 early survey that 

includes the Rappahannock 
was completed March 12 and 
documented 219 breeding 
pairs. Over the past 40 years, 
eagles have poured into the 
less salty parts of the river. 
The 25-mile (40 kilometers) 
reach of the river just above 
Tappahannock now supports 
an incredible 90 pairs. Three 
locations within this reach 
support two eagle pairs 
nesting within 100 meters 
of each other. Tolerance of 
territorial neighbors to this 
degree was never imag-

ined in the early days of the 
survey and is a testament to 
the high availability of prey. 

Although impacted by the 
treatment of agricultural 
lands during the “living 
better through chemistry” 
period of recent history, the 
Rappahannock is now one 
of the jewels of the mid-
Atlantic region. Protection 
of conservation lands within 
this watershed will continue 
to provide a great return on 
investment.

Bryan D. Watts, Ph.D., is 
the Mitchell A. Byrd Profes-
sor of Conservation Biology 
and director of the Center 
for Conservation Biology of 
the College of William and 
Mary and Virginia Common-
wealth University.

Stewardship Virginia, a statewide campaign 
to encourage and recognize voluntary activi-
ties with a tangible impact on Virginia’s natural 
resources, continues this year with events across 
the state. The campaign features activities in the 
spring and fall. The spring portion runs from 
April 1 through May 31.

“Stewardship Virginia gives us all an oppor-
tunity to make real con-
tributions to our natural 
and historic resources. 
Virginia’s landscapes and 
waterways are important 
for their ecological value, 
scenic beauty and rec-
reational opportunities,” 
said Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe. “Stewardship Vir-
ginia projects give volun-
teers the tools, guidance 
and structure to continue 
to enhance these valu-
able resources. I encour-
age all Virginians to get 
involved.”

Citizens and groups may 
get help from the state’s 
natural resource agencies. 
Participants in Stewardship 
Virginia events will receive 
certificates of appreciation 
signed by Gov. McAuliffe.

“Events will be held throughout Virginia 
with many opportunities for volunteerism in 
our parks and natural areas during Stewardship 
Virginia,” said Clyde Cristman, director of the 
Virginia Department of Conservation and Rec-
reation. “We appreciate the many Virginians 
who have participated to date and hope many 
others will join in. This year, we are emphasiz-
ing the restoration of habitat for pollinators such 
as bees, butterflies and birds. Habitat for polli-

nators has dramatically declined over the years. 
Support is needed to help provide nectar, pollen, 
water and leaves for the lifecycles of these valu-
able insects and birds.”

DCR coordinates the campaign with help 
from other natural resource agencies. Last year, 
over 300 projects were registered and more than 
5,000 volunteers were recognized with certifi-

cates of appreciation. Miles 
of waterways were cleaned 
and thousands of pounds of 
trash hauled away. Volun-
teers held recycling events 
and organized community 
cleanups. Invasive plant 
species were replaced with 
native plants, and many 
trails were cleared for citi-
zens to enjoy.

Stewardship Virginia 
promotes waterway adop-
tion, trail improvement, the 
planting of riparian buf-
fers, invasive species con-
trol, habitat improvement 
and landscaping for con-
servation. The campaign 
encourages people to con-
nect with land and water 
to better understand their 
value. Many businesses 
and groups across Virginia 

have already registered events and provided 
support to promote conservation initiatives.

Individuals, businesses and organizations are 
urged to register Stewardship Virginia projects 
with DCR’s Office of Environmental Educa-
tion, making details available for those wanting 
to join the effort. For more information, includ-
ing a registration packet, call 1-877-429-2837. 
A registration form is available at dcr.virginia.
gov/stewardship/.

Nautical Gifts & Consignments
Turn your used items into cash!

Since1994

Open 
for the 
Season

Gov. McAuliffe unveils spring
Stewardship Virginia Campaign

Volunteers are needed for 
a Stewardship Virginia 
park enhancement project 
from 10 a.m. to noon May 
30 at Belle Isle State Park. 
Participants will gather at 
the Visitor Center, Belle Isle 
State Park, 1632 Belle Isle 
Road, Lancaster. The proj-
ect involves the removal of 
invasive plants. To join the 
effort, call 462-5030.



A8   RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

good help for a lifetime

Getting out and making great moments is something everyone should get a 

chance to enjoy. So when allergies caused some serious respiratory issues for 

Clarissa, Bon Secours was there with the good help she needed. Now she’s back 

to campsite fun. At Bon Secours, we’d like to honor all the Bon Secours 

Rappahannock General Hospital, Bon Secours Medical Group and affiliated 

physicians on Doctors’ Day for the work you do every day. Thanks for helping 

our patients enjoy a lifetime of good health.

goodhelpforlife.com

for fun unplugged

BON SECOURS RAPPAHANNOCK GENERAL HOSPITAL

From left are spelling bee judges Kylie Bransford, chief judge Robert Mason Jr. and David Valadez.

From left, David Fridley and Wendy Mataya of the 
Montessori Movable Alphabet collect their third-place 
medals, bronze-painted oyster shells.

Great Northern Neck Adult Spelling Bee draws m-u-l-t-i-t-u-d-e

That’s incorrect. Dawn Marie Ickes of the LMS Spellhen 
Devils gets the bad news about spelling “lackadaisical.”

Hopeful spellers and 
rowdy audience members 

on March 22 crowded the 
future Lancaster Community 
Library building at 16 Town 
Centre Drive in Kilmarnock 
for the Great Northern Neck 
Adult Spelling Bee, a fund-
raiser to benefit library reno-
vations now under way.

Anne Olsen, Henry Hund-
ley, and Janice Stewart of the 
Spelltastics won first place 
after a grueling elimination 
round. The Lancaster Middle 
School Spellhen Devils won 
second place.

The Montessori Movable 
Alphabet and the Earth Main-
tenance & Irrigation Word 
Nerds played extra rounds to 
determine third and fourth 
place. In the end, Movable 
Alphabet finished third, Word 
Nerds fourth.

Lancaster Community 
Library director Lindsy Gard-
ner estimated more than 200 
people in attendance. Fifteen 
teams participated, navigating 
words like dhole (a type of 

by Renss Greene

dog native to southeast Asia) 
and osteomalacia (a softening 
of the bones caused by vita-
min D deficiency).

“The overwhelming reac-
tion from those who attended 

was very positive,” said 
Gardner. “The most common 
words used to describe the 
event were ‘fun, it was grand, 
great, do it again, repeat this 
event, very exciting, a bit 

humorous.’”
The Spelling Bee was 

organized by library board 
member Amy Lewis. Both 
audience members and team 
participants clearly voiced 
that they would do it again 
and would encourage others 
to attend and/or participate, 
she said.

Before the spelling bee 
began, Gardner announced 
that the library’s capital 
campaign had passed the $1 
million mark. The library is 
raising funds to open the new 
space on Town Centre Drive. 
Gardner said the bee raised 
$3,000 from donations and 
registrations.

The first-place team mem-
bers each received a victory 

ribbon with a gold-painted 
oyster shell. The team also 
was awarded four tickets to 
“A Taste of Spring: Brews, 
Buds and Bites” at the Tides 
Inn April 11.

Second-place team mem-
bers received silver-painted 
oyster shells and third-place 
team members received 
bronze-painted oyster shells.

Other teams included the 
St. Andrews Bee-Attitudes, 
Campbell Calvinists, Bettie 
Lee’s Bees, Spellbind-
ers, Chesapeake Academy 
Ospreys, RW-C’s Alphabet 
Soup, Team RCC, To Cast a 
Spell, KBC Spellers, Back 
room Girls+1 and Lancaster 
High School.

Sponsors were Saint 

Andrews Presbyterian 
Church, Rappahannock West-
minister-Canterbury, Chesa-
peake Academy, National 
Active and Retired Federal 
Employees Association, Rap-
pahannock Record, Kilmar-
nock Baptist Church and Lan-
caster Middle School.
Coming soon

The next fund-raising 
event  will be a reader’s 
theater production of “Over 
the River and Through the 
Woods” by Joe DiPietro at 
2 p.m. April 12 at the new 
library building.

Tickets are $15. Purchase 
advance tickets at lancast-
erlibrary.org, or 435-1729. 
Tickets also will be sold at 
the door.

From left, Martha Crittenden, Dawn Fleet, Lisa Hudnall and Megan George of the 
Earth Maintenance and Irrigation Word Nerds struggle with “conquian,” a type of 
rummy card game.
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