
LANCASTER—A special assistant prosecutor 
was appointed last week to the murder case against 
James “Todd” Kessler in the disappearance last 
summer of Claudine Jaquier Gifford.

Kessler, 54, wearing shackles and orange jump-
suit, was arraigned Friday in Lancaster County Cir-
cuit Court on charges of the murder of Gifford and 
concealment with malicious intent of a dead body.

Gifford, 43, was last seen leaving a bar at Wind-
mill Point with Kessler on the evening of July 6, 
2014. Despite an extensive search by land, sea and 
air, she has not been found.   

Kessler’s four-day jury trial was set for July 
28-31 with Saturday, August 1, as a back-up day 
should the trial or jury deliberation run longer. 

On a motion from Lancaster Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Robert Cunningham, Judge Harry T. 
Taliaferro III appointed Caroline County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Anthony G. “Tony” Spencer 
as special assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney in 
Lancaster.

At a press conference Monday, Cunningham 
said, “There have been eight cases of homicide 
charges without a body in all of Virginia’s his-
tory—three cases that were successful...including 

a recent case involving (Randy) Taylor.”
Last July, Randy Allen Taylor was convicted of 

murder and sentenced to life in prison in Nelson 
County for the 2013 disappearance of 17-year-old 
Alexis Murphy.

“We’re lucky to have Spencer’s assistance 
since he has FBI training in prosecuting cases 

without a body...,” said Cunningham.
Spencer prosecuted Lawrence Gaudenzi in 2009 

for second degree murder of his wife, Lisa Marto 
Gaudenzi, who was missing for 15 years. Accord-
ing to Spencer’s office, half-way through the trial 
Gaudenzi changed his plea to guilty. He was sen-
tenced to 25 years. 

Cunningham said this is a very important case 
and that his entire office is involved. He credited 
sheriff’s investigators for collecting a “wide range 
of evidence” in the case which is still being pro-
cessed by the state forensic lab. He declined to say 
what evidence led authorities to file charges against 
Kessler on March 3.

“The charge by the grand jury was murder, which 
means all options can be considered. Our objective 
is to bring justice and closure to Claudine’s family,” 
Cunningham said. 

Defense attorney Jim Breeden told the court 
that Craig Cooley of Richmond will be co-coun-
sel for the defense. Cooley defended 17-year-old 
Lee Boyd Malvo in the Washington, D.C., beltway 
sniper case some 13 years ago, sparing him from a 
death sentence.

Kessler is currently serving 12 months in Lan-
caster jail for misdemeanor assault of Wanda Rose, 
which he is appealing. He is scheduled for trial 
April 20 on a charge of felony assault against her 
husband, William G. Rose Sr. The incident occurred 
outside the same bar where Gifford was last seen.
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WHITE STONE—The 36th annual 
Rappahannock River Waterfowl Show 
will be held this weekend at the White 
Stone firehouse, 578 Chesapeake Drive, 
White Stone.

The firehouse and extended exhibit 
area will be filled with paintings, carv-
ings, sculpture and photography from 
over 80 artists, carvers and photog-
raphers, said co-chairman Pat Bruce. 
Original paintings, prints, decorative 
carvings, working decoys, folk art carv-
ings, bronze sculpture, photography, and 
antique decoys will showcase a wide 
variety of wildfowl in many mediums 

and prices.
 The show will be open to the public 

from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, March 
21, and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, March 
22. 

Admission is $8. Children ages 12 and 
younger will be admitted free.

The 2015 Artist of the Year is Nancy 
Richards West of Chincoteague. Color 
prints of West’s new painting of a ruddy 
duck will be given away each day at the 
show, said Bruce. The “show print” is 
sponsored by W. F. Booth and Son Inc. 

The Town of Kilmarnock will honor 
veterans, past and present, in Step-

toe’s District this year with new banners 
designed especially for the town.

“Whether from Kilmarnock or your 
hometown, these heroes will be honored 
on Main Street,” said deputy town man-
ager Susan Cockrell.

The banners will be flown for 
Memorial Day and Veterans Day this 
year and, hopefully, in years to come, 
said Cockrell. At $100, each is custom-
ized with the veteran’s photograph, 
name and service branch and printed in 
full color.

Each is 18” wide by 36” long and will 
hang from the light poles in Steptoe’s 
District like the spring tulip banners 
currently displayed. By next week, an 
example banner will be hanging in 
the Town Hall, 1 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

To order:
-

nockva.com/purchase-veterans-banners, 
or visit the Town Hall. Complete and 
return the form by April 17. The dead-
line is tight so that they arrive by May 18 
for installation before Memorial Day.

form to susancockrell@kilmarnockva.
com.

Kessler arraigned on murder charge

KILMARNOCK—The proposed 
2015-16 Lancaster County school 
budget of $15,875,905 was met with 
unanimous praise from school board 
members and is now on its way to 
county supervisors.

“This is the first time I have voted 
for the school budget,” said District 
1 school board member Bob Smart 
before making the motion for passage. 

According to superintendent Steven 
Parker, the budget reflects an overall 
cut of 0.35% compared to fiscal year 
2014-15. It includes a 1.5% salary 
increase for all support staff and a 
3% upward adjustment to the teacher 
salary scale.

“It places all teachers on the correct 
step on the scale, correcting salaries 
for those teachers who did not receive 
a step increase in previous years’ bud-
gets,” said Parker.

He noted the state contributed 
$20,000 toward teacher raises, and the 
district kicked in another $43,000. 

The proposed budget “...adds two 
professional support positions, school 
psychologist and school social worker, 
to provide direct support to teachers and 
struggling students,” he said.

Two positions at the central office 
were eliminated, combining roles and 
responsibilities in remaining positions. 
Two teaching positions were cut—one 
at the primary school and the other at 
the middle school—to reflect actual 
student enrollment, Parker said.

Expenditures for alternative educa-
tion decreased by providing alternative 
services within the division and with-
drawing from the Regional Alternative 
Education program.

“(The budget) includes a one-time 
use of $104,000 in carry-over funds 
from the Regional Special Education 
Program to help cover salary increases. 
It provides for better efficiencies with 
the purchase, set up and implementa-
tion of software for payroll, substitute 
tracking and employment applications,” 
he said.

Parker included a voluntary retire-
ment incentive plan of $25,000 per 
retiree, which pays out in five annual 
installments of $5,000 to a 403B tax 
deferred retirement plan for up to seven 
certified employees. 

“That represents a potential cost sav-
ings of up to $800,000 over five years,” 
he said. Parker also requested level 
funding from supervisors.

District 4 member Patrick McCranie 
said he was pleased that every employee 
would get a raise. 

The board’s harshest financial critics 
expressed praise for this budget, said 
Smart.

The school board and supervisors 
will hold a budget work session at 5 
p.m. Tuesday, March 24, in the Board 
Meeting Room of the County Adminis-
tration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road.

In other business, the board added 
April 3 and May 4 as full instructional 
days to make up for school closures due 
to snow and ice. 

Budget efforts to put
Lancaster teachers
back on salary track

by Audrey Thomasson

This is an example of the banners 
Kilmarnock plans to hang for 
Memorial Day and Veterans Day. 
Former Kilmarnock resident 
Garland T. Purcell, the uncle of 
Mayor Mae Umphlett, was killed 
at the Battle of the Bulge on 
January 8, 1945.

Kilmarnock 
to hang 
banners
in honor
of veterans

From left, Todd and Tim Booth of W.F. Booth and Son display the 
original work by Artist of the Year Nancy Richards West which 
inspired the 2015 show print for the Rappahannock River Water 
Show. W.F. Booth and Son sponsors the show print. Photo by Lisa 
Hinton-Valdrighi

Waterfowl aficionados 
coming to White Stone

Lancaster Commonwealth’s Attorney Robert 
Cunningham briefs the press March 16 during 
a short news conference at the courthouse.  
Photo by Renss Greene

Special assistant prosecutor appointed
by Audrey Thomasson

by Renss Greene

WATERFOWL, continued on page A2

Northumberland County donates $10,000 to fight water rate hike

HEATHSVILLE—The Northum-
berland board of supervisors on 
March 12 voted unanimously to 
commit $10,000 to fight a rate hike 
and new service charge by Aqua 
Virginia, which provides water to 
many parts of the county.

In the summer of 2014, Aqua 
Virginia filed applications with the 
Virginia State Corporation Com-
mission for an increase in water 

and wastewater rates, and a rule set 
for creating a Water and Wastewa-
ter Infrastructure Service Charge, 
or WWISC. The filing was made 
jointly with Virginia American and 
Massanutten Public Service Cor-
poration, two other Virginia water 
utilities.

According to the SCC, the rate 
increase would raise the cost of 
water service in most communities 
by 8% to 21%.

In November, Northumberland 

joined several other counties oppos-
ing those applications.

The WWISC would take the 
form of a service charge to cover 
the cost of specific infrastructure 
projects. Aqua America president 
Shannon Becker told the Record 
last year that the WWISC would 
keep costs down and create more 
transparency by separating the cost 
of infrastructure investments from 
rate increases.

“It’s just like a blank check,” said 

Northumberland supervisor Joe 
Self.

Concerned Ratepayers of the 
Eastern District (CRED), which 
includes much of eastern Virginia, 
filed a brief with the SCC against 
the applications. Westmoreland and 
Caroline counties have jointly filed 
a brief separate from the CRED 
filing.

According to Northumberland 
county administrator Kenny Eades, 
CRED has asked that the WWISC 

be set legislatively instead of by the 
SCC.

The board voted unanimously to 
contribute $10,000 to CRED.

In other business, the board unan-
imously, 5-0, approved a request 
from the economic development 
commission for permission to apply 
for a planning grant to explore a 
possible revitalization program in 
Callao.

SUPERVISORS, continued on page A2
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of Kilmarnock.
West has been drawing and 

painting since she was old enough 
to hold a crayon or brush. At age 
10, she attended a weekend class 
at Carnegie Museum and later at 
Carnegie Institute of Technology, 
continued Bruce. 

For six years her father drove 
her every Saturday to Pittsburg 
for these classes, until she could 
drive herself. She credits this pro-
gram with having more influence 
on her career choice than any 
other training she ever received.

West graduated from The Col-
lege of William and Mary with 
high honors for her thesis work 
in portraiture. She has continued 
studying classical drawing prin-
ciples and advanced color theory 
at Barnstone Studios.

When she moved to Chincote-
ague, she began painting wildlife. 
Her training in portraiture helped 
her capture the spirit of the birds 
in her paintings. Her wildlife 
paintings are set apart by taking 
cues from the environment, and 
setting the mood with lighting 
and color choices. 

While continuing with wild-
life art, West also enjoys painting 
landscapes en plein air and figure 
painting. Her passion for drawing 
and painting continues to grow 
and find new forms of expres-
sion. 

This is West’s 24th year as an 
exhibitor at this show, said Bruce.

Copies of show prints from 
previous years will be available 
for purchase.

The Preview Night door prize 
is a carving of a chickadee by 
Chuck Robertson of Linville 

Falls, N.C., and the weekend 
door prize is a pair of full-size 
buffleheads carved by Curtis and 
Wayne Waterfield of Virginia 
Beach.

The Rappahannock Carvers 
and Collectors Guild will hold 
its annual carving contest Satur-
day at the White Stone Women’s 
Club building, adjacent to the 
firehouse. Judging will begin at 
11 a.m.

The Northern Neck Audu-
bon Society, The Old Dominion 
Retriever Club, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and the Vir-
ginia Waterfowler’s Association 
will have exhibits in the show. 
The Holiday Lake 4-H Center in 
Appomatox will offer presenta-
tions and activities for children.

The raffle is always a popu-
lar event during the show, said 
Bruce. Over 50 items donated by 
the exhibiting artists will be raf-
fled at the end of the show. Win-
ners do not need to be present at 
the drawing.

Special business sponsors are 
W. F. Booth and Son Inc. for the 
show prints, Bank of Lancaster 
and Bay Trust, Rappahannock 
Rentals, Lamberth Building 
Materials, Lawler Real Estate, 
Paul Sciacchitano and Welby 
Saunders of Wells Fargo Advi-
sors LLC, Coloryn Studio, Willa-
by’s Catering and Currie Funeral 
Home.

A variety of food may be pur-
chased to eat at the show or take 
home. A tent will be available for 
dining.

The show is sponsored by, and 
all proceeds benefit, the White 
Stone Volunteer Fire Department.

LOTTSBURG—Northumber-
land school superintendent Dr. 
Rebecca Gates on March 16 told 
the school board that so far Nor-
thumberland will not need any 
makeup days despite time lost to 
harsh winter weather.

According to Gates, Nor-
thumberland has lost 82 hours 
of instructional time due to cold 
and inclement weather. Schools 
missed 12 days of class and had 
two, two-hour delays this year. 
However, Northumberland’s 
robust schedule means classes 
are still on track to surpass the 
140 hours of instructional time 
per course needed to earn a veri-
fied credit.

First- and second-period 
classes were hardest hit by the 
weather, as they are dispropor-
tionately affected by the two-hour 

delays. They have about 147.5 
hours of instructional time this 
year.

Gates said she was concerned 
about instructional time, and told 
the board that some teachers have 
sent snow day packets home with 
students so that they can keep 
up despite losing school time to 
weather.

In other business:
-

ing of the 2015-16 Career and 
Technical Education program.

the 2015-16 special education 
program.

Club officer Dick Saxer reported 
the Northumberland Lions 
Club has delivered 136 books 
to Northumberland Elementary 
School.

to defer action on the 2015-16 

school calendar until the board’s 
meeting Monday, March 23.

approved the district’s new pro-
gram of studies, a guiding docu-
ment for students and families to 
plan their education throughout 
their schooling in Northumber-
land.

voted to approve Gates’ trip to the 
Virginia Association of School 
Superintendents spring confer-
ence on May 3.

approved a request from the 
dance team for $1,215 to help 
fund a trip to compete in Myrtle 
Beach on August 2.

approved usage of school facili-
ties by the Special Olympics on 
May 9 and the Middle Peninsula 
Northern Neck Community Ser-
vices Board on August 18.

Waterfowl show
continued from page A1

Department of Transportation Northern Neck residency administrator David Brown 
to discuss widening the right-of-way at the intersection of Academic Lane and 
Northumberland Highway to allow for longer turning lanes. From left are Brown, 
Landman, county administrator Kenny Eades, and supervisors Richard Haynie and Jim 
Long. Photo by Renss Greene

Superintendent says no makeup days
needed in Northumberland schools

by Renss Greene

Self asked the board to 
look into fixing the drop 
off and wash built up at the 
bottom of the boat ramp at 
Lodge Landing.Last month 

he expressed frustration with 
the Virginia Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries 
for not f ixing the problem 
yet.

“I think we need to look 
into what we need to do to get 
this thing fixed,” said Self.

The board did not take any 
immediate action.

Supervisors
continued from page 1

RICHMOND—Cobbs Hall 
Chapter Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution is continuing to 
support veterans at McGuire Vet-
erans Hospital in Richmond. Vet-
erans project chairman and chap-
ter treasurer Anne Wolski and 
committee members Pattie Hope, 
Susan Hudson and Miriam Mac-
Carthy recently delivered much 
needed items for the veterans.

Wolski initiated the project two 
years ago when she discovered 
some veterans transitioning out 
of intensive care units to a regu-
lar hospital room did not have 
basic hygiene items. She visited 
the surgical intensive care unit 
to learn exactly what items were 
needed, how they should be pack-
aged, and how frequently they 
should be brought to the hospi-
tal. She brought the issue to the 
board and the decision was made 
to support the project.

“Assembling and delivering 
these personal toiletry bags for 
our vets really fills a gap until the 
men or their families are able to 
get the supplies they need, “said 
Wolski.

Cobbs Hall members donate 
needed items and money 
throughout the year. In addition, 

Cobbs Hall Chapter supports veterans

From left, Cobbs Hall Chapter DAR members Miriam 
MacCarthy, Pattie Hope and Anne Wolski are well 
received at McGuire VA Hospital.

at the Christmas meeting, some 
members bring sweat suits to be 
given to the vets when they come 
out of intensive care.  During 
2014, 46 of 123 members made 
a donation.

Last year, Cobbs Hall mem-
bers gave items with a cash value 
of over $2,000.  In addition, 
churches and other organizations 
now send donations to McGuire. 
On a recent trip, the ladies took 
70 toiletry bags and delivered 48 
sweat shirts and pants. 

The Daughters of the American 
Revolution is a women’s service 
organization dedicated to pre-
serving American history, secur-
ing America’s future through 
better education and promoting 
patriotism. Any woman ages 18 
or older, regardless of race, reli-
gion, or ethnic background, who 
can prove lineal descent from a 
patriot of the American Revolu-
tion is eligible. 

To join, call Jude Degen at 
435-6307

RICHMOND—The Chesa-
peake Bay Foundation (CBF) 
recently announced its 12th 
annual watershed photo contest.

Photo submissions are due 
by April 10, reported Chuck 
Epes. Photographers of all skill 
levels are urged to participate to 
win cash prizes of from $100 to 
$500, and to have their photos 
featured in CBF publications. 
All winners also will receive a 
one-year membership to CBF.

A new category is specifi-
cally for high school students, 
and the winner of this category 
will receive a 32 gigabyte iPad® 
mini, said Epes.

CBF welcomes photographs 
that illustrate the positive aspects 
of the bay and its rivers and 
streams, he said. Images depict-
ing people, wildlife, recreation 
and farms within the watershed 

will be considered. All photos 
must include water from the 
Chesapeake Bay or a river, 
stream, creek, or other body of 
water in the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed.

“We constantly are impressed 
with the quality of the photos 
submitted,” said managing editor 
and contest organizer Jennifer 
Wallace. “It’s wonderful to see 
how connected and aware people 
are of our great rivers, streams, 
and the bay.”

Judging will be conducted by 
a panel of CBF employees on 
the basis of subject matter, com-
position, focus, lighting, unique-
ness and impact. The public also 
will vote online for their favorite 
photo in the Viewers’ Choice 
Gallery.

Contest rules and details are 
available at cbf.org/photocontest.

Chesapeake Bay photo
contest deadline April 10
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Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE BUY SILVER AND GOLD
TAKE QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS

WE BUY ANTIQUES
144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  

804-435-1207 
www.virginia-antiques.com

Put some ZING in your SPRING wardrobe! 

Exciting new apparel 
& accessories 

now debuting at
Cathy’s

now w dedebubuting atnow ddebuutinutinngng ang attUnique Pursuits

804-435-1388
Mon. - Fri. - 10 to 6    Sat. - 10 to 5

Stylish Fashions & Accessories
44 Irvington Rd.

Kilmarnock Va. 22482
*Gift Certificates Available*

Lancaster County Crime Solv-
ers seeks information regarding 
vandalism and destruction of 
property in the Town of Kilmar-
nock. 

Sometime between closing on 
Saturday, March 14, to Sunday, 
March 15, when a Kilmarnock 
officer came on duty, a person or 
persons used a BB gun and shot 
the windows and glass doors at 
The Sports Centre, Northern 
Neck Wireless, Animal Wel-

fare League, Attitudes, Anchor 
Pharmacy, Bay River Decor and 
Lewis & Trimble. 

Anyone with information is 
urged to call Crime Solvers, 
462-7463. If your information 
is useful to law enforcement 
you could receive a reward up to 
$1,000.

The Crime Solver phone line 
is not recorded. You will not have 
to give your name or appear in 
court.

Lancaster County 
Sheriff Ronnie Crock-
ett this week reported 
charges against 10 individu-
als.
Felony

Gary L. Conaway, 47, 
of the 5600 block of Jesse 
Dupont Highway, was 
arrested for felony failure to 
appear in court. 
Misdemeanors

A New South Road man 
was charged March 9 with 
contempt of a Richmond 
City Court.

A Montross man was 
charged March 10 with 
discharging a firearm in a 
public place.

A Tappahannock woman, 
29, was charged March 10 
with contempt of court. 

A Rappahannock Drive 
man, 47, was charged March 
10 with violation of a pro-
tective order.

A Flats Lane woman was 
charged March 10 with non-
payment of court f ines/costs 
due in a Newport News case.

A White Stone man, 58, 
was charged March 12 with 
failure to appear in court.

A John Neck Road man, 
31, was charged March 12 
with obtaining money by 
false pretenses and shoplift-
ing.

A Johns Neck Road man, 
24, was charged March 12 
with shoplifting. 

A Regina Road man, 25, 
was charged March 16 with 
destruction of property and 
assault and battery.
Activity report

March 9: Staff responded 
to a suspicious vehicle com-
plaint on Beach Cove Villa 
(authorized maintenance 
repair involved), and to a 
reckless driving complaint 
in the 2300 block of River 
Road.

March 10: Staff noti-
fied Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) of 
a game animal carcass that 
needed to be removed from 
the roadway in the Mol-
lusk area; received a stolen 
vehicle report from a Lara 
Road resident, and a walk-
in complaint for a protective 
order (the order was issued 
by the duty magistrate); and 
responded to a civil com-
plaint involving titling a 
motor vehicle.

March 11: Staff noti-
fied VDOT of a game animal 
carcass that needed to be 
removed from the roadway 
near Fleets Bay and Mifarm 
roads; received a walk-in 
complaint of an attempted 
mail fraud (complainant 
referred to Northumberland 
authorities because the cor-
respondence was received in 
that county); and responded 

LANCASTER—The following cases were 
heard in Lancaster County Circuit Court on 
March 13 by Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III.

Ronyece M. Turpin of Warsaw was sched-
uled for a case review of probation viola-
tions. The case was continued to April 24 on 
a defense motion.

Shirena T. Betts of Kilmarnock was sched-
uled for a case review on payment of restitu-
tion. Defense stated she was still waiting for 
a tax refund in order to make payment. The 
review was continued to April 24.

Kevin Johnson Hall of Callao, charged 
with probation violation, had not been served 
notice to appear in court. The case was con-
tinued to April 24.

Jody Brooks Montgomery of Coving-
ton had three felony uttering charges under 
advisement for a year.  The judge dismissed 
the charges.

Sharon Kay Pelkey of Weems was sched-
uled to report to jail on nine felony convic-
tions of breaking and entering and grand 
larceny. The judge granted a temporary fur-
lough for medical reasons. She was ordered 
to report to the sheriff ’s office on March 19 
for set up of an electronic monitoring device 
and ordered to appear in court April 24 for 
review of her case.

Linwood Maurice Neal Jr. of Highland 
Springs was assigned Elizabeth Hurd as his 
court appointed attorney and a trial date 
of May 15 on three felony drug traffick-
ing charges and one felony eluding police 
charge.

Diakeshia Brooks of Farnham was in court 
appealing a lower court conviction for shop-
lifting. The judge granted her request to enter 

a rehabilitation program, ordered her to pay 
$31.30 in restitution to Walmart and took the 
case under advisement until September 11, 
2015.

Demetria Key of Saluda was scheduled 
for trial on misdemeanor shoplifting. Her 
trial was continued to April 10 at defense’s 
request.

Darran Otis Minott of Kilmarnock pled 
guilty to misdemeanor assault. Disposition 
was deferred for one year to March 11, 2016, 
when his case will be reviewed. He was 
barred from Walmart by the judge.

Keren Frances Jones-Asbury of Farnham, 
charged with a second offense misdemeanor 
DUI and defective equipment on her vehicle, 
will be tried by jury on June 26.

Tyrell Gaskins of Kilmarnock was denied 
bond on assault and battery charges pending 
in Family and Juvenile Court.

Robert J. Brown Jr. of Saluda was found 
not guilty of using a vehicle to trespass in 
pursuit of retrieving his hunting dogs. The 
case was on appeal from a lower court con-
viction.

During the trial, Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Robert Cunningham said Brown had 
been previously warned not to trespass by 
the property owners, but still parked his 
vehicle on their property to pursue his dogs.

Defense attorney Robert Hicks said Brown 
pulled his vehicle onto the shoulder of the 
road as people do when making a phone call 
and that he had the right to round up his 
dogs who had crossed into the property from 
adjoining property leased by Brown’s hunt 
club. 

“This is not a trespass case,” said Judge 
Taliaferro in ruling for Brown. “He has a 
legal right to retrieve his dogs.”

KILMARNOCK—Kilmar-
nock businesses in Steptoe’s 
District were hit with BBs Sat-
urday night or Sunday morn-
ing, according to Kilmarnock 
police chief Mike Bedell.

Bedell said BBs hit glass 
windows and doors at Anchor 
Pharmacy, Northern Neck 
Wireless Internet Services, 
Bay & River Home Decor, 
Lewis Trimble Decorative 
Arts & Antiques, The Sports 
Centre and the Animal Wel-

fare League Thrift Shop. The 
shots cracked the glass doors 
at Anchor Pharmacy and 
Northern Neck Wifi and took 
chips out of windows at the 
other businesses.

The perpetrator could be 
charged with felony vandalism 
because of the cost of damage, 
Bedell said. Other charges 
would depend on whether the 
BBs were fired from a vehicle. 
He said Kilmarnock police 
have “reached out” to several 
people hoping to get informa-
tion.

by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER COUNTY
CIRCUIT COURT REPORT

CRIME SOLVERS

Cracked glass compelled Northern Neck Wireless 
Internet Services and Anchor Pharmacy to board up their 
doors, although they remained open for business. Other 
businesses suffered chips to street-facing windows.

Kilmarnock businesses
are vandalized with BBs

by Renss Greene

SHERIFF’S REPORT
bound lanes from Kilmar-
nock to White Stone (no offi-
cer in position to attempt to 
intercept; Middlesex authori-
ties were notified of the vehi-
cle description should the 
vehicle be encountered); and 
notified Middlesex authori-
ties of a possible motorist in 
need of assistance near the 
base of the Norris Bridge at 
Greys Point.

March 15: Staff 
responded to a disturbance 
call on Whispering Pines 
Road, to a shots fired call on 
Ocran Road (unable to deter-
mine the source), and  to a 
disorderly conduct complaint 
on Campbell Road (intoxi-
cated person located inside 
his residence); received a 
transport driver’s report of 
losing a large item on the 
Norris Bridge, which was 
then struck by an oncom-
ing vehicle, in the event a 
complaint was made by any 
motorist; and assisted VSP 
with a traffic stop on North 
Main Street.

March 16:  Staff assisted 
KPD on Technology Park 
Drive when an unsecured 
door to a business was dis-
covered during routine late 
night building checks (no 
criminal incident involved), 
to a possible prowler com-
plaint on Gaskins Road, with 
KPD to a domestic distur-
bance on Old Fairgrounds 
Way, and to an abandoned 
vehicle complaint on White 
Fences Road; and  received 
an IRS tax fraud complaint 
from an Irvington Road 
resident (the complainant 
recorded the message and it 
has been posted on the Lan-
caster Sheriff ’s Office Face-
book page).

Sheriff ’s staff also con-
ducted 16 traffic stops, 
issued eight summonses, 
assisted four motorists, 
reported a deer strike acci-
dent, investigated two build-
ing alarms, processed a 
mental health order, logged 
three inmate transports and 
fielded three calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded 
to a hazmat gas spill in the 
400 block of North Main 
Street, a commercial f ire in 
the 400 block of North Main 
Street, separate fire alarms 
on Mount Jean Road and on 
Ditchley Road; and a com-
mercial f ire alarm on North 
Main Street. 

Upper Lancaster VFD 
assisted Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) in the 900 
block of Nuttsville Road.

White Stone VFD assisted 
EMS on Sandlin Drive.

with Virginia State Police 
(VSP) to a traffic crash on 
Chases Road, and to a verbal 
dispute in the 3000 block of 
Regina Road.

March 12: Staff checked on 
the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after 
prearranged telephone con-
tact could not be made (sub-
ject was located at church; no 
emergency services needed); 
and responded with Kilmar-
nock Police Department 
(KPD) to a domestic assault 
call in the 15800 block of 
Mary Ball Road (arrest made 
by KPD).

March 13: Staff 
responded with KPD to a 
mental health emergency on 
Second Avenue (subject vol-
untarily admitted for treat-
ment), to an E911 discon-
nect call in the 20300 block 
of Mary Ball Road (child 
playing on the phone), with 
VSP to a blocked roadway 
complaint at Irvington and 
Weems roads, caused by a 
tractor trailer attempting to 
make the turn, to the area 
of Mary Ball and Nuttsville 
roads to assist VSP involved 
in a foot pursuit, to a distur-
bance call on Carlee Road 
(intoxicated female demand-
ing vehicle keys), to Sage 
Hill Road on a complaint 
of possible theft of electric 
service from an unoccupied 
home, and to a fight call in 
the 18700 block of Mary Ball 
Road; notified Middlesex 
authorities of a cellular E911 
medical emergency call on 
Long Point Lane; received a 
telephone request for infor-
mation on how to obtain a 
protective order, a larceny 
report from an Ocran Road 
resident ($500 I-Phone, 
recovered), and a complaint 
of the theft of money from 
the girls’ locker room at Lan-
caster High School (money 
was recovered); checked on 
the well- being of a Cor-
rotoman Drive resident at 
the request of out-of-town 
family members (subject not 
at the home; and contacted 
animal control due to unat-
tended animals in the home; 
subject was later determined 
to be in a Richmond area 
hospital). 

March 14: Staff 
responded with KPD to a 
disorderly conduct call at the 
community hospital (mental 
health emergency custody 
order issued), to a possible 
vandalism call on Middle 
Gate (weather related, no 
criminal incident), and to 
the White Stone area in 
an attempt to intercept a 
reported reckless driver 
on the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge (com-
plaining motorist reported 
the vehicle was traveling 
in excess of 80 mph on the 
bridge); received a motorist’s 
complaint of a driver travel-
ing eastbound in the west-
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KILMARNOCK—Representatives from 
community organizations on March 3 met with 
the Tidewater Foundation to receive donations 
from money raised at the 2014 Holly Ball.

Tidewater Foundation president Ammon 
Dunton presented a short speech prior to 
handing out checks to the representatives. 

He noted attendance was down at the Holly 
Ball this year and that no new applications for 
donations were accepted. He urged the repre-
sentatives to encourage more people to attend 
the Holly Ball.

“Some of the larger checks have been 

reduced because we can only give everything 
we have,” said Dunton.

Representatives and their recipients 
included Jim Rice, Aylett Country Day 
School; Debbie Cook, Chesapeake Acad-
emy; Robin Schroeder, Christchurch School; 
Aubrey Hall, Jacob’s Ladder; Charles Lee, 
Kilmarnock Museum; and Lindsy Gardner, 
Lancaster Community Library.

Also, Cindy Clarke, Lancaster High School 
Band; Kenny Flester, Lancaster Middle School 
Band; Rosabeth Ward Kissman, Middlesex 
Family YMCA; David Henley, Morattico 

Waterfront Museum; Beth Rohne, Northern 
Neck Montessori School; Charles Sydnor, 
Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society; 
and Eric Jacobson, Northern Neck Orchestra.

Also, Margaret Forrester, Northumber-
land Elementary School music program and 
Northumberland County Historical Society; 
Loretta Warren, Rappahannock Foundation 
for the Arts; Shawn Hall, Reedville Fisher-
man’s Museum; Sarah G. Becker, Richmond 
County Musuem; Lindy Williams, St. Marga-
ret’s School; and Barbara Brecher, Steamboat 
Era Museum. 

Family tradition for 75 years
E.W. Haynie of Indian Creek and his daughter, Terri 
Hubbard of Weems, enjoyed an evening of dining, 
dancing and celebrating a tradition at the Tidewater 
Foundation’s 119th Holly Ball at Indian Creek Yacht and 

age 16, attended his 75th Holly Ball in December 2014. 
He has had four daughters presented, one of whom, 
Nancy Haynie Johnston, was crowned queen. He also has 
had six granddaughters presented, with two, Victoria 
Johnston and Elizabeth Hubbard Sternberg, crowned as 
queens. Photo courtesy of Yours Truly Photography

IRVINGTON—The addi-
tion of “condos” and “single 
family dwellings” at theTides 
Inn hit a snag with the town 
council last week over lack of 
plan details.

The Enchantment Group, 
owners of the Tides Inn, has 
requested a new ordinance 
to allow high-density zoning 
so it can expand the facil-
ity into a spa destination and 
add 24 small dwellings on an 
area currently used as a six-
hole golf course. In addition, 
some of the current build-
ings would be torn down and 
replaced with new buildings 
of single rooms.

While the Tides Inn awaits 
action on the ordinance, 
“There is no fresh informa-
tion on what the Inn wants,” 
said councilman Mike Mer-
rill, who is liaison to the town 
planning commission. “It’s 
difficult to draft an ordinance 
when you don’t have specific 
information. The question is: 
How will the small dwellings 
be used? Will they be put into 
a rental pool?  Is it an HOA 
(home owners association)? 
Are they condominiums? Are 
they for sale or rent?” 

Town attorney Wes Charl-
ton said a letter from the 
holding company had no spe-
cifics and referred to some of 
the dwellings as “fractional 
ownership. That sounds like 
time-shares…24 single-
family homes is confusing. 
Are they single-family resi-
dences? Single condo units? 

Who owns the land? What’s 
the vision? We need to know 
what the Tides is doing.” 

During public comments, 
former Del. Albert Pollard 
asked council to request that 
the Department of Environ-
mental Quality (DEQ) hold 
a public hearing on the Inn’s 
wastewater treatment permit, 
which comes up for renewal 
in April.

According to Pollard, the 
oyster population has “greatly 
increased” in the creek, 
which he attributed in part 
to reductions in effluent. He 
expressed concern that addi-
tional housing at the Tides 
Inn would increase the efflu-
ent in the creek and result in 
a decline in the oyster popula-
tion again. He noted that Kel-
lum’s Seafood in Weems has 
also requested DEQ hold a 
public hearing.  

No action was taken on Pol-
lard’s request. 

Council held a workshop 
last Friday to discuss the 
ordinance. After that session, 
town zoning administrator 
Bob Hardesty reported Charl-
ton is going to draft an ordi-
nance amenable to the town. 
“It will take several months 
before approval because we 
have to hold two public hear-
ings on the measure,” he said.

In other business, mem-
bers voted to expand the town 
planning commission to six 
seats.

After a closed session, 
Bonita Schaschek was 
appointed to fill a vacant seat 
on the commission.

KILMARNOCK—The town 
council voted unanimously, 6-0, 
Monday night to purchase a new 
car for the Kilmarnock police 
department. 

Councilman Emerson Gravatt 
made the motion to acquire a new 
vehicle a cost of $28,100 with 
monies in the fiscal year 2015 
budget. Rebecca Nunn seconded 
the motion with Nunn, Gravatt, 
Michael Sutherland, Keith Butler, 
Chris Allen and Dr. Curtis Smith 

voting in favor of the purchase. 
According to Police Chief 

Mike Bedell, the car will be a 
2014 model. 

Gravatt, who serves as chair-
man of the town’s police and 
public safety committee, said 
the committee met March 5 and 
decided to retire the town’s 2008 
Crown Victoria police car. Funds 
are designated in the current 
budget for the purchase of a new 
car and the committee decided 
to ask the council to go forward 
with the purchase, said Gravatt. 

Tidewater Foundation distributes grants

From left are (front row) Jim Rice, Debbie Cook, Robin Schroeder, Aubrey Hall, Charles Lee, Lindsy Gardner, Cindy 
Clarke, Kenny Flester, Rosabeth Ward Kissman and David Henley; (next row) Beth Rohne,  Charles Sydnor, Eric 
Jacobson, Margaret Forrester, Loretta Warren, Shawn Hall, Sarah G. Becker, Lindy Williams and Barbara Brecher. 
Photo by Renss Greene.

Tides Inn plans are
going nowhere fast

by Audrey Thomasson

Kilmarnock council authorizes police car purchase
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

 Public safety tour
Attorney Gen. Mark R. Herring this week launched his second 

annual statewide public safety tour to hear from local public 
safety, law enforcement, and elected officials about the chal-
lenges facing their communities. Nine regional meetings were 
planned with local mayors or boards of supervisor chairmen, 
commonwealth’s attorneys, sheriffs and police chiefs.

 A regional meeting is slated April 8 with representatives from 
King George, Lancaster, Northumberland, Westmoreland, Rich-
mond and Essex counties.

The public safety committee 
also discussed the installation 
of the town’s new video security 
cameras, reported Gravatt. He 
said installation has been delayed 
because of backordered parts and 
recent snow storms which made 
roof work impossible. The back-
ordered items are expected to 
arrive by the end of this month, 
said Gravatt. 

In a related issue, resident Les 
Spivey addressed council during 
the public comment session and 
suggested installing a camera at 
the town playground. Spivey said 
he can see the playground from 
his house and last weekend’s 
warm weather brought out lots 
of children. A camera there “for 
safety and insurance purposes 
would be a good idea,” he said. 

Gravatt said he did not know 
if a camera was supposed to be 
installed at the playground. In 
fact, the specific locations of the 
security cameras are not being 
released. 

In other business, six members 
of the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 

Department received the new 
fireman tags for its volunteers’ 
vehicles. New chief Roy Hall was 
presented a special tag. 

Fireman Johnny Smith told 
council the department will hold 
its 80th Fireman’s Festival carni-
val this summer and plans several 
celebratory activities including a 
parade. 

Councilman Allen thanked the 
firemen for their service to the 
town and county. 

Allen also reported on the 
March 9 planning commission 
meeting and said the commission 
discussed placing signage and 
area designations at the new town 
park site. The signs would desig-
nate where a possible solar proj-
ect with Dominion Power would 
be located. 

“Signage is fairly cheap” and 
it would let people know what’s 
coming to the park, said Allen. 

Council will hold a work ses-
sion on the fiscal year 2016 
budget at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
March 26, in the Town Hall, 1 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock.

NEWS BREAK
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Spring Fling 
Shopping & Dining Event
Friday, March 20 & Saturday, March 21 

10 AM - 5 PM

Kilmarnock, Irvington & White Stone 
merchants are joining forces to kick off the 
start of the Spring season with special offers 

in shops and restaurants.   

The Trolley will provide free transportation 
Saturday, March 21 from 10 am - 3 pm.

Hop on and ride around to the three towns! 

For more information, visit the 
Lancaster by the Bay Chamber website,  

www.lancasterva.com 

Spring Window Sale
Discounted Building
Supply & Surplus
Take an EXTRA 10% off

ALREADY DISCOUNTED PRICES
2721 Richmond Rd., Warsaw, Virginia

804-333-1234

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervi-
sors will meet at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 26, at the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster. 

A public hearing will be held 
on a special exception application 
from Ryan Hunter Walton. He 
seeks authorization for non-con-
forming residential structure on 
a 0.67-acre medium residential 
parcel at 320 Peach Tree Lane, 
White Stone. 

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervi-
sors and school board will 
hold a joint work session Tuesday, 
March 24, on a proposed $15.8 
million school budget for the 
2015-16 fiscal year.

The work session will begin at 
5 p.m. in the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
county planning commis-
sion will meet at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 19, at the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road.

The commission will priori-
tize capital improvement project 
requests for fiscal year 2015-16. 
Over $5 million in requests have 
been submitted by Emergency 
Management Services, schools, 
the sheriff’s department, county 
administration, solid waste and 
recycling and the Greentown/
Gaskins roads sewer system proj-
ect.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school 
board and board of super-
visors will meet jointly Monday, 
March 23, to discuss a $16.8 mil-
lion school budget proposal. The 
boards meet at 5:30 p.m. at the 
School Administration Building, 
2172 Northumberland Highway, 

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning 
commission on Thursday, 
March 19, will review Chapter 
2 of the county’s comprehen-
sive plan. The commission will 
convene at 7 p.m. in the Courts 
Building, 39 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville.

The commission also will 
review dance hall permitting.

NEWPORT NEWS—The 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will meet at 
9:30 a.m. Tuesday, March 24, 
at VMRC Headquarters, 2600 
Washington Avenue, Third Floor, 
Newport News.

The morning session routinely 
covers habitat applications, fol-

hearings will begin at noon.
The habitat docket includes 

requests from:

install 45 linear feet of Class II 
armor stone riprap against an 
existing revetment, which will 
extend four feet channelward of 
mean low water, place some 30 
cubic yards of beach nourish-
ment, and install a 20-foot-long 
by 14-foot-wide breakwater, 
adjacent to property situated 

-
berland County. The project is 
protested by both adjacent prop-
erty owners.

Company to cover two existing 
open-pile deck structures with an 
open-sided roof, construct open-
pile decking over a 30-foot-wide 
by 80-foot-long existing boat 
slip area, and install six moor-
ing piles to secure a 60-foot-

paddlewheel upweller barge at 
their oyster aquaculture facility 
on Locklies Creek at 784 Lock-
lies Creek Road in Middlesex 
County. The project is protested 
by two nearby property owners.

The hearing docket includes 
proposals to:

of any oyster hand scrape and 
oyster dredge gear licenses until 
the commission reinstates the 
sale of those licenses. That sus-
pension will be considered as a 
permanent part of the regulation. 
Staff also proposes this license 
suspension only apply to those 
individuals who had not previ-
ously purchased either of these 
oyster gear licenses, in any cal-
endar year, prior to February 24, 
2015.

vacant submerged bottom, con-
-

-
-

WHITE STONE—The town 
council will hold its second 
public hearing on a commu-
nity development block grant 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, March 19, 
at Mt. Vernon Baptist Church, 
269 James Wharf Road, White 
Stone. 

Residents and business owners 
are urged to attend, according to 
town manager Patrick Frere. 

Council is required to hold 
two hearings on housing and 
infrastructure needs assess-
ment prior to submitting a grant 
application to the Department of 
Housing and Community Devel-
opment by the March 25 dead-
line. The first hearing was held 
on March 5. 

The hearing is basically an 
informational session about the 
housing rehabilitation portion of 
the proposed project, said Frere. 
Information will be given on the 
amount of funding available, 

KILMARNOCK—Lancaster schools on 
Monday took another step forward in plan-
ning for future school facilities. 

School board chairman Dr. Robert 
Westbrook announced the appointment of 
Jimmie Carter to form and head a “school 
improvements” committee to begin plan-
ning based on the 2013 facility study by the 
architectural firm of RRMM of Chesapeake. 

Carter is executive director of the Rap-
pahannock General Hospital Foundation, a 

real estate developer and was instrumental in 
raising the funding for the Dr. David Nichols 
Medical Clinic on Tangier Island. He also is 
chairman of the board of Bay Aging and is 
involved in a number of other community 
service organizations.  

Part of the committee’s mission will be to 
assist the board and supervisors in creating a 
functional and financially responsible plan, 
he stated. 

“This is all about making sure the monies 
spent on educational improvements get us as 
a county the most bang for the buck,” said 

Carter. “As Yogi Berra said, ‘If you don’t 
know where you are going, you might wind 
up someplace else.’” 

Carter said the committee will include 
local professionals skilled in real estate 
and finance, with ad hoc members from the 
board of supervisors, planning commission, 
school board and the school superintendent.

Carter is banking on the knowledge 
gained in other school districts that recently 
built new schools, and has already reached 
out to successful districts like Fauquier 
County, he said.

Jimmie Carter to lead school facilities committee
by Audrey Thomasson

The Agenda
Local Government News

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Garden Club of the North-
ern Neck (GCNN) recently 
announced the availability of 
its 2015 grant program to the 
citizens and non-profit organiza-
tions in the counties of Lancaster, 
Northumberland, Richmond and 
Westmoreland.

The annual grant program 
was established in 2000 to aid 
projects in the Northern Neck 
that promote beautification, 
conservation, preservation, 
education and horticulture, 
reported Fran King. The grants 
are made possible by semi-
annual fundraisers held by the 
membership.  

In 2014, the club awarded 
grants to:  

Rehabilitation Refuge, Warsaw, 
to create demonstration gardens 
used to landscape the perimeter 
of the flight cage.

Museum and Library, Lancaster, 
to enlarge the herb garden.

Tavern Foundation, Heathsville, 
to refurbish garden beds.

Grant applications and sup-
porting documentation must be 
submitted by April 30.  Award 
recipients are notified in early 
June, and checks will be pre-
sented at the club’s June 15 meet-
ing.

For an application, contact 
Kate Muller at 435-6026, or 
email katemuller@gmail.com.

Garden club issues call
for annual grant projects

requirements to receive housing 
rehabilitation, plans to minimize 
displacement and displacement 
assistance. 

Council is hoping to receive 
a state grant for a town revital-
ization project, beginning with 
housing rehabilitation. The 
second phase would be a down-
town, commercial revitalization. 
According to Frere, some 30 
localities statewide are compet-
ing for about 10 grants to be 
awarded in July. 

Frere said the town is request-
ing $1.4 million with the com-
prehensive grant application. 
Some 10% would be allotted 
to storm water issues, 40% to 
infrastructure or sewer concerns 
and 50% for housing rehabilita-
tion.

Lottsburg.
The school board is scheduled 

to vote on the 2015-16 school 
budget and school calendar later 
in the meeting. 

and these condemned grounds 
shall not be leased.

-
peake Bay and Coastal Recre-
ational Management measures, 
modify the commercial striped 
bass tag possession requirements 
by area, re-establish the lawful 
methods for harvesting striped 
bass commercially, and modify 
the administrative dates for per-
manent and temporary commer-
cial transfers of individual striped 
bass weight quota.

Staff also seeks emergency 
measures to:

Chesapeake Bay 28-inch com-
mercial striped bass maximum 
size limit that begins March 26 
until April 2, and a corresponding 
proposed emergency measure 
to modify the gill net mesh size 
seasons.

license fees.
Copies of the proposed draft 

regulations can be viewed at 
VMRC Headquarters. Writ-
ten comments must be received 
by Robert L. O’Reilly, VMRC 

2600 Washington Avenue, Third 
Floor, Newport News, VA 23607 
by noon Monday, March 23.

Customer Appreciation Sale

Dr. Howie, a local licensed Podiatrist
will be providing FREE foot screenings, 4-6 pm
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

This column begins the 32nd year of 
“Excerpts.”  The first column appeared 

on March 15, 1984, a week after my prede-
cessor, Captain Eugene Rook, retired from 
the position after writing his item, “Rejoin-
der,” for 10 years. He had succeeded Gen. 
Rothwell Brown, who began the local 
column in 1959, and wrote his last entry 
during his final hospital stay in 1974.

When I started writing, Gilliam Lewis 
worked in production, a position he had 
held since graduating from high school 
50-odd years earlier. Gilliam, having been 
trained by Mr. J. E. Currell, the publisher, 
always referred to the entry as an “item.”  
Mr. Currell had been Gilliam’s high school 
principal, and both of them were sticklers 
for correct form. As a result I also think of 
the column as an “item,” but seldom use the 
term as it is not understood in everyday par-
lance.

Mr. Currell sat, wearing a green isinglass 
visor, at an old oak cylinder-top desk in the 
front office, reading every word that came 
into the paper. Behind him sat Jean Dize, 
at an antique oak roll-top desk, and the tri-
angle was complete with Ellen Lee, whom 
I called “Auntie,” seated at an oak flat-top 

desk facing the door. That trinity knew more 
about proper English grammar than many 
college professors, and they enjoyed pars-
ing various words, ever eager to find new 
nuances out of long accepted meanings.

Gene Rook’s tenure as author coincided 
with that of Tip O’Neill as Speaker of the 
United States House of Representatives, 
and frequently the Speaker was the target 
of the good Captain’s acerbic criticism.  At 
times I wondered if anyone ever sent the 
Speaker copies of Gene’s musings.  I am 
sure Gene would like to have thought that 
they contributed to the Speaker’s decision 
to retire from Congress.

Behind the front office, production came 
under the aegis of Robert M. Lee, Auntie’s 
husband, with the printing operation in the 
capable hands of Shorty McCrobie. Each 
year Shorty printed the tickets for the prize 
drawings at the Firemen’s Festival, better 
known as the Carnival. 

He would tell everyone that he “had han-
dled” the winning ticket. Of course, he had 
handled every single ticket, but he enjoyed 
watching his listener’s reactions. Shorty 
had the wonderful gift of making extraordi-
narily pithy repartee concerning the passing 
scene.  

In those days, practically all of the 
employees who came to work at the Rap-
pahannock Record stayed for the entirety of 
their careers. At one point I calculated that 
the total years of service of all amounted to 
over 500. 

Mr. Currell listed himself as Publisher on 
the masthead. I asked him why he also did 
not refer to himself as Editor, and he replied 
that he read more than he wrote, and par-
ticularly did not write editorials, but he too 
would make memorable comments on local, 
national and international happenings. His 
humor was particularly dry, and although he 

did not tell jokes, he said very funny things.
In the early, pre-Internet years of the 

column, I occasionally received letters 
from faraway places, that now have been 
replaced by emails relating to subjects I 
have discussed. Reading the writers’ mes-
sages reminds me that we do not live in an 
oyster, and what we write and publish is of a 
much wider scope than when I began. 

I do not presume to “scoop” any news sto-
ries, but rather to comment on people, both 
past and present, as well as events from our 
history that I like to see being remembered. 
The only true “scoop” came almost 22 years 
ago when I announced that on the following 
morning I should be committing matrimony 
over on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. Our 
friends, Ellen Booker, June Balderson and 
Joan McKenney, kindly gave us the column 
mounted and framed as a wedding present. 

In closing, my thanks to the readers for 
the many comments and letters, each of 
which I am happy to receive and appreciate 
the time and effort of the sender. Napoleon 
Bonaparte answered the question of which 
battle he most had enjoyed by saying, “The 
next one.” Similarly, right now I am looking 
forward to writing next week’s “item.”

That trinity knew more about 
proper English grammar than 
many college professors, and 
they enjoyed parsing various 
words, ever eager to find new 
nuances out of long accepted 
meanings.

Focal Point

Looking for spring March 12, 2015, on the shores of the Corrotoman River.

Photo by Harriette Fishburne

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

Re “Sheriff Crockett will 
not seek another term,” March 
12, page 1: Just for the record, 
it was not baseball legend Joe 
DiMaggio but baseball legend 
Lou Gehrig who famously 
said, “You have been reading 
about a bad break I got. Yet 
today I consider myself the 
luckiest man on the face of the 
earth.” 

Gehrig, who was dying of 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
(ALS), known now as Lou 
Gehrig disease, was speak-
ing to fans during a farewell 
tribute to him at Yankee Sta-
dium on July 4, 1939.

Jack Chamberlain,
Lancaster

Lou Gehrig said it

In his latest letter, our local 
global-warming bellwether 
properly apologized for 
having submitted an earlier 
letter to the Record (“Key-
stone XL Pipeline Veto”) in 
which he failed to mention 
that its content was written 
entirely by someone else.

Unsurprisingly, his apol-
ogy left unexplained how 
such a significant oversight 
could have occurred.

Regarding that earlier 
letter, the bellwether stated 
that 257,000 new jobs were 
“added in January alone.”

At first glance, the calcu-
lation of the number of new 
January jobs would appear 
to have been a simple task 
because, essentially, all that 
was involved was counting.

Nevertheless, a day 
after the bellwether’s letter 
appeared, the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics (BLS) 
revised the jobs number 
down to 239,000. The under-
lying reason was not BLS’s 
incompetence but, rather, the 
fact that the interplay of all 
the variables and unknowns 
was too complex for BLS to 
figure out on its f irst try.

Which leads us to consider 
the bellwether’s most impor-
tant prediction, namely, that 
over the next 10 years “2.1 
million jobs” will be cre-
ated by his carbon fee and 
dividend plan. Not 2.0 or 2.2 

Numbers 
don’t appear 
to be credible

or .5 or 4.0, but 2.1—a big, 
juicy, very precise number.

A prediction 10 years into 
the future, especially about a 
complex economy, involves 
infinitely more variables and 
unknowns than the relatively 
simple counting of new Jan-
uary jobs which, to remind 
you, BLS and the bellwether 
got wrong.

Thus, the 2.1 million 
figure is a phantom number 
and it would be irrational to 
believe that that number is 
remotely credible.

Bertrand Russell in his 
prime couldn’t have calcu-
lated that number. Plus, he 
was too smart to have tried.

Hank Hoover,
White Stone

I was at physical therapy 
today getting my body con-
torted to accommodate my 
new shoulder.

 I won’t say where the 
therapy session is—except 
between Saluda and Delta-
ville—nor will I say who my 
antagonist is—but you could 
peek in and see a short, cute 
dynamo saying, “Okay, do 
3,000 reps, and remember, if 
you quit early, you’re just hurt-
ing you, not me.” 

So while I was rotating my 
new shoulder in circles that 
even fighter pilots can’t per-
form in jets, and wiping tears 
away as I started #2 of 3,000, I 
was listening to Motown music 
on their system, which caused 
me to chortle. 

Chortle if you wish

The second point of the 
August 2014 VA Choice and 
Accountability Act is waiting 
times. 

The investigations in 2014 
found veterans’ wait times to 
see a doctor had been falsi-
fied. The “books were being 
cooked” and tied to looking 
good and executive federal 
bonuses. Some veterans died 
and some became seriously 
ill because they could not get 
timely care.

This legislation would allow 
veterans who have had to 
wait more than 30 days for an 
appointment to seek care from 
a private physician. 

I made an appointment 
August 25, 2014, at VA 
McGuire for October 3, 2014. 
The appointment was to see a 
specialist for an on-going ill-
ness. I had the appointment and 
was told to call back the spe-
cialist in two weeks for another 
appointment and a chest x-ray.

I made several calls to try to 
obtain an appointment to no 
avail. I went in person to the 
reception desk December 22, 
2014. The receptionist stated 
she would have to talk to the 
doctor and would call me back.

I am still waiting five months 
later. What happened to the 
promised 30 days? Another 
VA joke to go along with the 
Choice Card.

I have received a letter 
dated February 17, 2015, from 
another doctor at VA McGuire 
which substantiates the need 
for seeing the specialist and 
having a chest x-ray. This x-ray 
is scheduled for June 2015. 
This is over eight months. 
There is still no appointment 
with a specialist. I hope I do 
not have something serious.

This is a case where a vet-
eran has to beg to see a special-
ist and the veteran is denied VA 
care.

Rep. Robert Wittman’s office 
has been following this. They 
have seen the letter dated Feb-
ruary 17 and await my written 
request for an Inspector Gen-
eral inspection.

Ernie Reymer,
Callao

Still waiting

Martin Luther, founder of 
the Protestant religion, was 
twice sentenced to be burned 
at the stake. Once he escaped 
to France, another time his 
political connections saved 
him. Several of his contem-
poraries were burned at the 
stake.

Which is better, burning at 
the stake or having your head 
cut off?

What is the difference 
between ISIS and the Ku 
Klux Klan?

Maybe all of us need to be 
card-carrying members of the 
church, a Mosque and a syna-
gogue. Use these cards like 
credit cards when we travel 
abroad. Be sure to use your 
Muslim card in Syria.

Mohandas Gandhi of India 
said he liked Christ but 
didn’t like Christians. He 
was denied membership in a 
Christian church because of 
his skin color.

Our God has created over 
7 billion humans, beauti-
fully and wonderfully made, 
in his image. I am sure that 
my God of Love will not send 
any of his creations to hell, 
if there is such a place. 95% 
of people are born into their 
religion.

Straughan Richardson,
Ophelia

Throwing stones 
in glass houses

“Chortle,” if you’re not 
aware, is an old-person word 
for “chuckle.” I remembered 
once imagining Martha and 
the Vandellas disbanding, and 
one of the Vandellas going to 
the bank for a loan.

“Yes, Ms. Smith, what may I 
do for you?”

“I need a loan. “
“What is your occupation?”
“I was a Vandella.”
“I see. Is that like a seam-

stress? A pipefitter? Bus 
driver?”

“No. A VANDELLA. VAN-
DELLA!!!”

“Okay…what does a “van-
della” do?”

“ Says ‘wop-shu-wap-de-
ding-dong.’”

“I see. Ms. Smith, would you 
please fill out this application 
while I excuse myself for a 
moment?”

While I was reciting that 
scenario to the child who was 
removing every desire to live 
from my body, I noticed I was 
the only one chortling—or 
chuckling. Fearful of having 
made a social gaffe, I looked 
at her. “You never heard of 
Martha and the Vandellas, did 
you?” “No, sir.”

I don’t suppose if I told the 
same story, but used Gladys 
Knight and the Pips it would 
help my case?

“No sir.”
Trust me on this: whoever 

said “Life is just a state of 
mind” never had to explain 
stuff to someone a third his 
age. 

Grid Michal,
Urbanna

YOUR LETTERS

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

I’ve always believed that 
frequently engaging 

with my constituents is 
one of my most important 
duties in Congress.

Good feedback and com-
monsense ideas are consis-
tently the products of my 
interactions with First Dis-
trict residents. This type of 
engagement and account-
ability is critical for all of 
our elected leaders. One 
of the ways in which I am 
able to stay engaged with 
the public is through news 
interviews, which allow 
me to discuss my efforts 

in addressing our nation’s 
challenges and provide 
my perspective on issues 
impactful to our region. I 
want to highlight a few of 
these recent discussions in 
case you missed them.

A lengthy appearance 
on CSPAN’s Washington 
Journal allowed me to 
discuss an array of issues, 
from national security 
funding to the value of 
vaccinations for children 
from a public health stand-
point. I also reiterated my 

CONGRESS, continued on A7

Friday marks the first day 
of spring. It’s time to start 
thinking about spring train-
ing.

I thought about winter 
training around the beginning 
of February. 

I even laced up the sneak-
ers, purchased some sweats 
and started a 13-week Sport-
Med Run/Walk program rec-
ommended by Ian MacNeill 
and the The Sport Medicine 
Council of British Columbia 
in his book, The Beginning 
Runner’s Handbook.

I was progressing to week 
three and then it snowed. 
And then it snowed some 
more. And then it snowed 
again.

Running on ice was more 
challenging than my butt 
could handle.

The snow and ice melted. 
But then it rained, and the 
wind picked up.

Meanwhile, I thought 
about running on the tread-
mill over at the Northern 
Neck Family YMCA.

But, I generally read a 
chapter or three while plod-
ding along. Running and 
reading don’t mix.

I admit, I’m a fair weather 
runner.

Awaking to spring-like 
conditions this week, I’m 
thinking more seriously 
about running.

 It even got into the 70s on 
Tuesday.

It’s time to hit the trail 
again. I think I’ll go back 
to the beginning and restart 
with week one. 

My goal, you might recall 
as one of my New Year’s 
resolutions, is to participate 
in the Irvington Turkey Trot 
in November. 

For several years I’ve reg-
istered a niece in the annual 
scamper. Each year, the ques-
tion comes up. Heretofore, 
I’ve said no, thinking that 
maybe next year I too will 
run.

Next year is here. I’ve 
got some 36 weeks to get in 
shape, or enough time to run 
through the program three 
times.

Wishful thinking.
The key, I think, is to keep it 

fun, keep it exciting.
I do better by mixing up the 

course. Around and around the 
neighborhood gets old real fast. 

Don’t be surprised if you see 
me jogging through town.

My objective is to intersperse 
the run/walk regimen with 
visits to the YMCA, a spin on 
my bicycle, a turn on the sta-
tionary bike and some leisurely 
kite flying.

Eventually, I may even break 
into a sprint to the YMCA. 
How will I carry a book on the 
fly?

This is going to require some 
more thought.
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A local 501(c) non-profit organization, 
dedicated to helping the homeless animals 
of the Northern Neck of Virginia, is seeking 
property for a possible, private animal 
shelter.  We are in need of at least 30 acres.  
If you know of land that may be suitable 
for our purposes, or if you have land that 
you would consider selling or donating for 
the shelter, please call 804-577-0256.

Women now have a longer life expectancy than ever. With 
complete women’s services for patients of all ages, including genetic screenings, 
minimally invasive surgery, preventive health and wellness exams and complete 
pre and post natal care,  Riverside Partners in Women’s Health focuses on your 
personal health and well-being throughout your life. 

We put you at the center of personalized care. It’s all part of the commitment Dr. 
Lunsford, Janet, fellowship-trained surgeon Dr. Virk and the entire team make 
to our patients everyday — to care for you as we would care for those we love.

riversideonline.com/women

Partners in Women’s Health

We’re With  
You Every Step  
of the Way.

Schedule your appointment today. 804-693-2670

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

focus on the f ight against 
the Islamic extremist group 
known as ISIS, and on the 
importance of this effort 
being made up of a coali-
tion of other nations in that 
region so that it is not just 
an American effort.

Another question that 
came up was about propos-
als to change retirement 
benefits for our veterans, 
and I reinforced my belief 
that our nation has an 
obligation to stand by the 
benefits earned by those 
currently serving and who 
have served. Check out the 
video online to hear the full 
discussion.

 I also had the opportu-
nity to appear recently on 
the Kojo Nnamdi Show on 
WAMU radio. Kojo and I 
chatted about my daily com-
mutes to Washington from 
my home in Montross, as 
well as the history of the 
First District and the reason 
it’s called “America’s First.” 

My years as an environ-
mental health specialist 
were another topic, and I 
enjoyed the chance to dis-
cuss my Chesapeake Bay 
restoration legislation, 
which was signed into law 
in December. The bay plays 
a tremendous role in our 
region’s economy, and Kojo 
and I had a great conversa-
tion about the various ele-
ments of my legislation and 
the bay’s economic impact.

One of our f inal topics 
was about the continuing 
dysfunction in Washing-
ton, and I told Kojo about 
my accountability bills to 
reform the way Washington 
works: the No Budget, No 
Pay Act and the Stay on 
Schedule resolution. Listen 
to our whole conversation 
online.

Finally, I discussed a 
regional issue with national 
importance as part of 
the New York Times’ Room 
for Debate series. In 

response to whether off-
shore energy exploration 
in the Atlantic is neces-
sary now that oil prices are 
so low, I argued that our 
nation’s current reliance on 
fossil fuels, especially when 
combined with the volatility 
of Middle East nations, does 
in fact necessitate the safe, 
responsible exploration and 
development of domestic 
resources, including those 
off our coast. 

In my conclusion to the 
article I wrote, “Responsible 
energy exploration off the 
Atlantic coast will help to 
reinforce the lasting stabil-
ity of our energy supply and 
strengthen U.S. economic 
competitiveness for years to 
come.” 

I believe that by 
approaching our energy 
infrastructure and, indeed, 
all public policy areas with 
long-term strategy in mind, 
we can be more successful 
as a nation.

Do you Remember?
The headlines appearing in the Rappahannock Record on Thursday, March 20, 1952, tell the story of the 1952 

service of the museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the March 19, 

1905, issue of the Virginia Citi-
zen)

Millenbeck
J. H. George was in Baltimore 

last week on business.
Captain Jno. Phillips, in schoo-

ner Lillie Owens, has just arrived 
here with a load of Potomac oys-
ters for T. I. Radcliffe.

G. O. Howeth, of Corrotoman 
Point, is in Crisfield, Md., at this 
writing.

T. O. Norris, who has been in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., for some time, 
is now the guest of his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Norris, at this 
place.

T. J. Downing and Art Davis 

were seen in this place last week.
L. D. Stoneham is in Baltimore 

this week.

Ocran
Miss Mollie Brent has returned 

from business college at Rich-
mond.

Mrs. W. H. Longworth has 
gone to Baltimore for treatment. 
She was accompanied by Mrs. W. 
J. Cornelius.

Capt. George P. Squires has 
been painfully sick from his old 
affection of the mouth. Dr. New-
bill has been attending him.

Albert Morris, of Reedville, 
was last week visiting Capt. J. F. 
Bellows, and this week Capt. Bel-
lows is at Mr. Morris’ fine home.

Kilmarnock
Mrs. W. A. Dize, of Bluff 

Point, spent a few days with W. B. 
Demby here this week.

Welby Bonner is visiting his 
parents at this place. He has been 
spending the winter at Reedville.

Dr. Raymond Palmer is kept 
very busy at his dental parlor over 
the bank.

Mr. Sauerhoff is again in our 
midst.

Rilee Brothers, of Irvington, 
bought of W. B. Demby the gaso-
line engine advertised in the Citi-
zen last week.

Mrs. Henrietta Robinson is 
quite sick at the home of Capt. 
Will White near here.

Mrs. Swartzman was a wel-

come caller Monday and Miss 
Eunice Todd spent Tuesday at 
Mrs. W. B. Demby’s.

The family of Ryland H. Norris 
is quite indisposed this week.

The society of Willing Workers 
will have a oyster supper here on 
the 21st.

Everybody seems to be taking 
advantage of these fine days in 
cleaning up front yards.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, Volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

Congressional Report
continued from A6

Honoring President Ronald Reagan’s legacy

March 15, where local Republicans honored the late President Ronald Reagan’s legacy. 

as master of ceremonies. The event was held at Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club.

Over 100 enthusiastic Demo-
crats from Lancaster and adja-
cent counties attended  “Dining 
with Dems” March 15 at Los 
Patrones Mexican Restaurant in 
Kilmarnock.

Lt. Gov. Ralph Northam spoke 
at the event, said Lancaster 
County Democratic Commit-
tee acting chairman Nick Mag-
nani. It has been widely reported 
that Dr. Northam is expected to 
announce he will run for gover-
nor in 2017.

After a rousing introduction by 
former Del. Albert Pollard Jr., Lt. 
Gov. Northam shared his experi-
ences growing up on the Eastern 
Shore and the importance that 
the health of the Chesapeake Bay 
means to Virginia’s economy and 
quality of life, as well as a myriad 
of other issues that impact the 
citizens of the Northern Neck. 

Dr. Northam also shed light on 

Lt. Gov. Northam
addresses Democrats

Lt. Gov. Ralph Northam

his experience working with the 
Virginia legislature both as lieu-
tenant governor and state senator 
and provided some insights into 
the recently adjourned 2015 Gen-
eral Assembly. 
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3 DAY 
SALE

March 20th, 21st & 22nd  Starts Friday @ 8 am

FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY

10.3-14 Oz. - Select Varieties
Quaker  
Cap’n Crunch Cereal
Without MVP Card Regular Retail
Limit 4

179
EA

24 Pk - 16.9 Oz.  Bottles
Food Lion Purified 
Drinking Water
Without MVP Card Regular Retail
Limit 2

199
EA

9.2-16 Oz. - Select Varieties
Keebler Town House  

or Club Crackers
Without MVP Card Regular Retail

Limit 2 FREE

single item at ½ price

4FOR
$10

12 Pack - 12 Oz. Cans - Select Varieties
Pepsi Products
Without MVP Card Regular Retail
Limit 4

9-9.5 Oz. - Select Varieties
Utz Potato Chips
Without MVP Card Regular Retail
Limit 4

2FOR
$3


