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LANCASTER—After nearly 32 
years at the helm of law enforcement 
in Lancaster County, Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett has decided not to seek a 
ninth term in office.

“After much thought and deep 
prayer, I realize it is time for some-
one else to serve. I am not seeking 
re-election,” Sheriff Crockett said in 
a statement released Tuesday.

The sheriff has the distinction of 
never losing an election and is Vir-
ginia’s second longest serving sheriff 
still in office, as noted by the number 
two on his vehicle license plate.

“There have been huge changes in 
Lancaster County during my time as 

sheriff,” said Sheriff Crockett. “It has 
been rewarding to me to have been 
a part of the growth of the office to 
meet the increasing demands and 
needs of the citizens. Keeping up 
with all of the changes would not 
have been possible if it had not been 
for the assistance and confidence I 
received from Bill Pennell as our 
former county administrator, the help 

from Frank Pleva, our current admin-
istrator, the various members of our 
board of supervisors over the years, 
and the hard-working and dedicated 
members of the sheriff ’s office, 
past and present. I didn’t always get 
everything I asked for on behalf of 
the office, but I always got what we 
needed to serve the public in the best 
ways possible.”

Describing his time as sheriff, he 
paraphrased the retirement state-
ment in Yankee Stadium by the late 
baseball legend Joe DiMaggio. “I 
am the luckiest person in the world 
to be able to serve as sheriff of the 
county where I was born and raised. 
The experiences I’ve had, the people 
I’ve met, the places I’ve been and the 
wonderful people who have worked 
for me or with me will always be a 
part of me. I thank everyone who 
made this journey possible. 

“I know that there are many people 
who will be disappointed that I am 
not seeking re-election. I’ve had 
enough to last more than a lifetime. 
It’s time for someone else to take the 
helm,” said Sheriff Crockett.

Sheriff Crockett will not seek another term

Sheriff Ronnie Crockett

LANCASTER—The hope of 
marina and boat owners for elimi-
nation of the boat tax ran aground 
Monday when the committee could 
not come up with a way to replace 
$400,000 in revenues the boat tax 
brings to the county budget.

After a 90-minute discussion, Dis-
trict 4 supervisor William Lee called 
for the next step action, resulting in 
members unanimously agreeing to 
have a sub-committee study financial 
alternatives.

Marina owners Clay Holcomb 
of Chesapeake Bay Boat Basin and 
Bruce Sanders of Rappahannock 
Yachts claimed elimination of the tax 
would energize the local economy 
and create more jobs by bringing in 
more boat owners.

“Look at it as an investment in the 
waterfront,” said Sanders.

Holcomb read an article about the 
economic success Hampton is expe-
riencing by eliminating their boat tax. 
He noted that at one point, they dis-
cussed bringing back one-third of the 
tax to fund policing and maintenance 
expenses associated with the influx 
of boaters, but ultimately decided 
against the measure.

Lancaster Economic Development 
Authority member and former county 
administrator Bill Pennell said he 
believes in economic development, 
but called any comparison to Hamp-
ton a “red herring.” He noted the 
county’s real estate tax rate is $0.49 
while Hampton’s is $1.30.

“How do you make up the 

$400,000? I see only one way—
increase real estate taxes,” said Pen-
nell.

“If I knew this tax would be passed 
on to taxpayers in the county, I 
wouldn’t do it,” said Holcomb.

Former assistant county administra-
tor and county budget consultant Jack 
Larson balked at any suggestion the 
county budget could absorb the loss.

“There’s no extra money in the 
budget. The county is operating on 
a tight budget,” he said, noting state 
funding is down which requires the 
county to make up the difference. 

“The (county’s) fund balance was 
down $1 million last year and will 
be down another $1 million this year 
despite a $0.04 increase in the (real 
estate) tax rate. Show me where the 
money is going to come from,” said 
Larson.   

Additional monies spent in shops 
and restaurants would benefit the 
towns but would not replace the 
$400,000 hit the county would take 
for elimination of the tax, said Dis-
trict 1 supervisor Butch Jenkins. 

“We need to generate a new source 
of revenue—not from what’s already 
here,” said Jenkins.

He suggested an investment in mar-
keting as well as partnering with the 
three towns for possible sharing of 
some of the additional revenues.

District 5 supervisor Wally Beau-
champ said citizens have contacted 
him to say elimination of the “boat 
tax would benefit three businesses. 
They’ve asked me: ‘What are you 
doing to help my business?’”

“We need to look at this as an 
investment in our future,” said Dis-
trict 3 supervisor and board chairman 
Jason Bellows. 

He drew a comparison to the 
county’s failure to provide public 
access, saying they can’t afford to get 
“bogged down” for decades with no 
resolution. 

“Let’s look at all the other busi-
nesses in towns that will benefit from 
this...We need benchmarks. What are 
the benefits five, ten years from now?”

Jenkins suggested offering the 
lowest tax in the area, or a process of 
stepping down the tax over a couple 
of years.

“How would you market that?” 
asked Holcomb. “We’re not as expen-
sive as we were?”

Commissioner of the Revenue 
Sonny Thomas gave a comparison of 
the effective tax rate for the adjacent 
counties: Lancaster’s boat tax is $1.52 
on assessed value, while Middlesex’s 
is $1.20 and Northumberland’s is 
$1.00.

He noted a print advertisement by 
Colonial Beach proclaiming they are 
“the town with no boat tax.” How-

LANCASTER—Supervisors on 
March 9 took another step toward secur-
ing a public boat ramp in the southeast-
ern portion of the county. 

In a 5-0 unanimous vote, members 
approved a Cooperative Grant Agree-
ment required by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Game and Inland Fisheries to 
secure a $150,000 grant toward develop-
ment of a boat ramp at Windmill Point.

“If we don’t move forward with 
this grant, we may never get another 
chance,” said District 5 supervisor Wally 
Beauchamp, introducing a motion for 
approval.

Beauchamp was referring to a pre-
vious grant secured by the county for 
a public boat ramp on Dymer Creek. 
However, the grant was forfeited and the 
project abandoned when creek residents 
opposed the ramp in their neighborhood.

During public comments, District 3 
resident James Schmidt spoke in favor of 
the project. “Windmill Point is the right 
place for a public boat ramp,” he said. 

In other business, supervisors 
approved a request from John Bateman 
of the Northern Neck Planning District 
Commission to purchase a home in the 
Greentown/Gaskins Road rehabilitation 
project area for $15,000 due to the death 
of the owner mid-way through the proj-
ect.

According to Bateman, by purchas-
ing the property they can complete the 
home, the final home covered by the 
community block grant project, and 
then sell it back to the beneficiary of the 
owner’s estate. On a motion by District 
4 supervisor William Lee, the measure 
passed 5-0.

Supervisors also approved a resolu-
tion adopting revisions to the county 
Emergency Operations Plan.

The Animal Welfare League of the Northern Neck held an open house 
Saturday to celebrate its 50th anniversary of helping animals in the 

Northern Neck and the fifth birthday of the organization’s Thrift Shop on 
South Main Street and Irvington Road in Kilmarnock. 

Shoppers were elbow to elbow, looking for bargains and enjoying a 
variety of baked goods during the celebration.

AWL president Judy Harvel thanked the Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Department for helping out each year by loaning the K-9 dogs and their 
handlers for demonstrations at the organization’s annual fundraiser, The 
Dog Gone Dog Show. 

“Our number one priority at AWL is sterilization of dogs and cats,” 
she said.

Harvel noted the group has spent more than $1.2 million over the past 
12 years on animal health maintenance and medical procedures. 

“We are an all volunteer organization...this shop is how we pay most 
of these bills. Without the public buying here at our thrift shop and 
giving us donations, we could not do it,” Harvel said.

by Audrey Thomasson “I know that there are many people who will be 
disappointed that I am not seeking re-election. I’ve 
had enough to last more than a lifetime. It’s time for 
someone else to take the helm.” 

—Sheriff Ronnie Crockett

Supervisors move forward
on boat ramp grant proposal

Several citizens attended the recent Lancaster Clounty boat tax committee meeting.

Subcommittee will study how 
to replace $400,000 if Lancaster 
County boat tax is eliminated

by Audrey Thomasson

by Audrey Thomasson

From left, Animal Welfare League president Judy Harvel 
presents a $2,000 donation to Deputy E. Thomas Kevin Dawson 
in support of the Lancaster County Sheriff’s Department K-9 
unit. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

by Audrey Thomasson

SUBCOMMITTEE, continued on page A2

AWL celebrates 50 years

“How do you make up 
the $400,000? I see only 
one way—increase real 
estate taxes.”

—Bill Pennell, former 
county administrator
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KILMARNOCK—Kilmarnock planning and zoning direc-
tor Marshall Sebra on March 9 said the town is still looking for 
answers on property lines for the old town dump.

If the town has three acres of usable land there, the town will 
clear it and lease it to Dominion Power for an array of solar 
panels.  Reporting to the planning commission, Sebra said the 
difficulty lies in finding out exactly what the town owns—the 
area has old, inaccurate, and conflicting plats.

The town has hired a firm to research old property line docu-
mentation and survey the area at the end of Fox Hill Drive.

“We’re going to proceed with that until it’s completely dead, 
because I think this is a good project if we can get this done,” 
Sebra said. “We’re going to try to keep pushing on it.”

In other business, Sebra reported that Walmart is in consulta-
tion with VDOT to put a gas station on a vacant lot nearby.

Town manager Tom Saunders informed the commission that 
work is beginning on the town’s capital improvement plan and 
invited input.

At Sebra’s suggestion, the commission asked staff to install 
signage in the town park to inform visitors about the town’s 
plans for the park. The town also is considering the construc-
tion of a temporary amphitheater to start hosting events in the 
park.

WHITE STONE—Despite 
nasty road conditions caused by 
sleet and snow, eight residents 
braved the weather to attend a 
public hearing on a community 
block grant application in White 
Stone last Thursday. 

According to town manager 
Patrick Frere, the hearing had 
to be held despite the inclem-
ent weather because of applica-
tion deadlines and advertising 
requirements. Another public 
hearing is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
Thursday, March 19, at Mt. 
Vernon Baptist Church, 269 
James Wharf Road, White Stone. 
The hearings are required prior 
to submitting a grant application 
to the Department of Housing 
and Community Development 
(DHCD) by the March 25 dead-
line. 

The hearing was part of the 
town council’s regular monthly 
meeting and included an infor-
mational session about the hous-
ing rehabilitation portion of the 
proposed block grant project. 
Residents and business owners 
were urged to attend with ques-
tions, comments and concerns 
about the project. Everyone in 
attendance voiced support, said 
Frere.

White Stone received $30,000 

I R V I N G T O N — T h e 
Irvington Town Council 
will meet at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 12,  at the town 
hall, 235 Steamboat Road, 
Irvington.

Agenda items include a 
request to change the voting 
site for May town elections 
to Irvington Baptist Church, 
a request for use of the town 
tennis courts from Chesapeake 
Academy and a proposal for a 
training session on the Free-
dom of Information Act by an 
attorney from Legislative Ser-
vices.

Council also will begin plan-
ning for the fiscal year 2015-16 
budget.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Kilmarnock Town Coun-
cil will address a proposal 
to replace a town police car 
during the Monday, March 16, 
meeting. The council will con-
vene at 7 p.m. at the town hall, 
1 North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock.

Council also will hear staff 
reports. 

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors on Thursday, 
March 12, will hold a public 
hearing on an application for 
a commercial oyster operation.

Timothy Moore is seeking 
a conditional use permit to 
establish a commercial oyster 
operation at 225 Riverwood 
Lane near Walnut Point.

The board will meet at 5 p.m. 
at the Old Courthouse, 39 Judi-
cial Place, Heathsville. The 
hearing will begin at 7 p.m.

ever, they fail to mention the 
Westmoreland County tax boat 
owners are subject to pay, he 
said. 

Thomas J. Murray of the 
Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science and The College of 
William and Mary presented 
a study on the impact of estab-
lishing Lancaster as a recre-
ational “marine hub.” 

He said cutting the boat tax 
by 50% would result in an addi-
tional 40 boats over 25 feet, 
a 9.5% increase. Elimination 
of the boat tax would result in 
an additional 75 boats over 25 
feet, a 19.9% increase. He esti-
mated boater spending in Lan-
caster would increase $400,000 
to $800,000, but couldn’t proj-
ect an impact on county taxes 
or real estate sales.

Bellows and Jenkins were 
tasked as the sub-committee to 
look for alternative sources of 
revenue and report back to the 
committee.

County officials indicated it 
was too late for any relief in 
the fiscal year 2015-16 budget, 
which is already in the plan-
ning stages.

Proposed housing rehabilitation
project continues to gain support

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Commission vacancy
The late Otis Polk Sr.’s nameplate remains in the 

Kilmarnock council chambers. Although the town has 
advertised the position, the town still has not received 

commission left by Polk’s death in January.
“I have received no phone calls, no applications, no 

interest, which is kind of unusual,” said Kilmarnock 
planning and zoning director Marshall Sebra. “Usually we 
get at least somebody inquiring about it.”

Residents of Kilmarnock who are interested in joining 
the planning commission can contact the town at 435-
1552. Photo by Renss Greene

Town still hoping
for solar panel array

by Renss Greene

the town election polling place 
at the town office. 

According to Frere, the Lan-
caster County registrar’s office 
contacted him in January to sug-
gest having the polling place for 
both town and general elections 
in the same location. Currently, 
the White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department fire house functions 
as the polling place for District 3 
during general elections and the 
town office is the polling place 
for town elections. With the fire 
department building a new facil-
ity, the general election polling 
place will have to be moved. The 
registrar suggested White Stone 
United Methodist Church as a 
polling place for both town and 
general elections. 

Voting not to move the town 
election polling site were coun-
cil members Blair Kenyon, 
Kelli Blankenship, William 
Hubbard, Joe Sliakis and David 
Jones. Council members Jenni-
fer Hodges and Irving Britting-
ham were absent. Mayor Randy 
Reeves led the meeting.

Subcommittee
continued from page A1

in a Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) Planning 
Grant last fall and is applying 
for a state grant for a town revi-
talization project, beginning with 
housing rehabilitation. According 
to Frere, some 30 localities state-
wide are competing for about 10 
grants to be awarded in July. 

Frere told the group that Phase 
I of redrawing the sewer bound-
aries had been completed. 

Frere also said the town is 
requesting $1.4 million with 
10% allocated to storm water 
issues, 40% to infrastructure 
or sewer concerns and 50% 
for housing rehabilitation. He 
also noted the town will have 
to identify other leverage funds 
to help with sewer costs. Iden-
tifying other sources of grant 
funding will be one of the sub-
jects discussed by the manage-
ment team, which will meet at 
5 p.m. today, March 12, at the 
town office, 433 Rappahannock 
Drive, White Stone.

In other business, council 
voted unanimously, 5-0, to keep 

FREDERICKSBURG—
Motorists will encounter single-
lane closures on Route 3 at the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial 
Bridge through Friday, March 
20, for an annual scheduled 
inspection, according to the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT).

Traffic will be reduced to one 
lane on the bridge from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. on weekdays, said 
spokesperson Kelly Hannon. 
Flagging crews will direct traf-
fic to take turns crossing the 
bridge in the open travel lane.

 The Norris Bridge spans the 
Rappahannock River, and con-
nects Lancaster and Middlesex 
counties.
Route 203 repairs

Motorists on Route 203 in 
Richmond and Westmoreland 
counties can expect brief week-
day travel delays through mid-
May while a pavement project 
is under way, said Hannon 

Traffic will be reduced to one 
lane from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mon-
days through Fridays. Work 
began this week, and will con-
tinue each week, weather per-
mitting, she said.

Flagging crews will direct 
traffic through the mobile work 
zone. Work will occur on Route 
203 between Route 3 in Rich-
mond County and Route 202 in 
Westmoreland County.

The project will improve the 
travel surface for motorists, said 

VDOT posts lane closures

The Agenda
Local Government News

Hannon. Workers will eradicate 
existing pavement markings, 
apply temporary markings, fill 
cracks, patch the asphalt sur-
face, and finish by applying 
a new travel surface and new 
pavement markings.

To check real-time road con-
ditions and work zone infor-
mation, motorists can visit 
511Virginia.org, call 511, or 
download VDOT’s free mobile 
511 app.
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SOMERS—The fortunes 
of early Virginians ebbed and 
flowed with the tides of war and 
peace, according to Charlene 
Talcott who spoke last Saturday 
at the Belle Isle State Park Visitor 
Center. 

For her graduate degree in 
history, Talcott looked up the 
“posted” records of 125 middle 
class Virginians who died 
between 1760 and 1805 “...to 
see how the war changed their 
assets.”  It was customary in those 
days to post the asset inventories 
of the deceased at the court house 
so that creditors could make their 
claims on the estate.

Of the 125 inventories she 
studied, only 14 were for women. 
Assets included furniture, bed-
ding, farm crops, farm animals 
and slaves. Some 95% of the 
people farmed their own crops. 
Half owned slaves, but usually no 
more than five, while others had 

Antique Assessment
Wednesday, March 25th

2:00 - 3:30 p.m.
Bring your favorite keepsake to Commonwealth Assisted Living

 and Memory Care at Kilmarnock for our Antique Assessment to discover 
if your item is a hidden treasure. 

Get a glimpse into its interesting history and learn the estimated 
value of each piece from a reputable appraiser, Henry Lane Hull, member 

of the Certifi ed Appraisals Guild of America. 

Seating is limited; RSVP today.
(804) 480-4386

Everyone is welcome to attend! 
Come and enjoy the antiques or bring in an item small enough to carry.

Commonwealth
Assisted Living & Memory Care

at Kilmarnock

April 13-18 – “SMOKY MOUNTAIN” – Featuring 5 spectac-
ular shows. With visits to Gatlinburg, Pigeon Forge and the 
famous Biltmore Estates.

May 9 – “MOUNT VERNON” – Tour of Mansion and grounds.

May 17-23 – “CHICAGO” – Tour of the “Windy City” and 
breathtaking views from the Observation Skydeck, Navy 
Pier, Cruise on Lake Michigan and Sledd Aquarium.

June 20 – “RIVERSIDE DINNER THEATRE” – “MY WAY” a 
Musical Tribute to Frank Sinatra.

Sept. 14-16 – “AMISHLANDS”, Pennsylvania. Featuring 
Sight & Sound’s “Joseph”. Guided tour of the Amish Coun-
tryside and shopping.

Sept. 23-29– “MACKINAC ISLAND”, Michigan. Carriage 
tour of island, Tahquamenon Falls, Hydro-jet ferry, Soo 
Locks dinner cruise.

Oct. 3 – “GRAVES MOUNTAIN APPLE FESTIVAL”,  Fun 
Filled Family Day with music, arts & crafts, hay maze, hay-
rides, great food and apples.

Oct. 11-17 – “CAPE COD”, Including Chatham, Plymouth, 
Boston, Provincetown and Hyannis Harbor Cruise.

Nov. 15-20 – “JACKSONVILLE, ST. AUGUSTINE, & 
SAVANNAH – Featuring the Holy Land Experience.

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

2015
Motorcoach

Tours

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett this 
week reported charges against 
seven  individuals.
Felonies

James T. Kessler, 53, of Cox’s 
Farm Road, was charged March 
3 with murder and unlawful dis-
posal of a dead body (both felo-
nies) in connection with the case 
of Claudine Gifford, who was 
reported missing on July 6.

Thomas E. Kelly Jr., 24, of 
Mt. Olive Road was charged 
March 4 with unauthorized use 
of a vehicle (felony) and domes-
tic assault and battery. 

Calvin L. Roy, 31, of the 
13000 block of Mary Ball Road 
was charged March 5 on proba-
tion/parole warrant for violation 
of probation (felony).

Tony D. Banks, 22, of the 
13000 block of Mary Ball Road 
was charged March 5 with man-
ufacture/sale/possess with intent 
to distribute narcotics (felony), 
during a sanctioned search by 
probation and parole and the 
local drug task force.
Misdemeanors

A Granville Bay Road man, 
42, was charged March 3 on a 
Northumberland County charge 
of failure to pay restitution.

A Fox Hill Drive man, 25, was 
charged March 3 with domestic 
assault and battery.

A Deltaville man, 27, was 
charged March 4 with contempt 
of court. 
Activity report

March 3: Staff responded 
to a runaway juvenile incident 
on James Lane (juvenile was 
located at his/her non-custodial 
parent’s home in the Kilmar-
nock area and was transported 
back home by staff), to the 2500 
block of Merry Point Road to 
assist Northumberland authori-
ties with an investigation, to 
multiple E911 disconnect calls 
from the 8300 block of Mary 
Ball Road (children playing 
on the phone), and to a com-
plaint of heavy debris interfer-
ing with traffic near Mary Ball 
and Pinckardsville roads; and 
received an unauthorized use of 
a vehicle report from a Ditchley 
Road resident (incident occurred 
in Lancaster), and a trespass 
complaint from an Ocran Road 
resident who noticed items had 
been tampered with outside of 
the home.

March 4: Staff responded 
to a domestic disturbance 
in the 2000 block of Regina 
Road, to an abandoned vehicle 
complaint in the 3800 block 
of White Chapel Road, to a 
domestic assault call in the 300 
block of Chesapeake Drive, 
to an E911 disconnect call on 
Greentown Road (domestic 
assault involved), to an assault 
by threat complaint on Shalem 
Place, and to a fight call on Gas-
kins Road (alcohol involved; 
victim declined to prosecute); 
received a suspicious/aban-
doned vehicle complaint in the 
3800 block of White Chapel 
Road (original complaint listed 
above; duplicate from another 
motorist); notified Northum-
berland authorities of a large 
animal carcass interfering with 
traffic on Jesse duPont High-
way; and checked on the well-
being of a Weems Road resident 
at the request of a concerned 
citizen (no emergency services 
needed). 

March 5: Staff responded 
and/or received reports of 
weather-related, single-vehicle 
traffic accidents in the 8900 
block of River Road, Court-
house and White Chapel roads, 
9900 block of Courthouse Road, 
12200 block of Mary Ball Road, 
400 block of Devils Bottom 
Road, 3100 block of Merry 
Point Road and near Devils 
Bottom and Merry Point roads, 
to a prowler complaint in the 500 
block of Regina Road (belliger-
ent person seeking to use the 
phone), with Kilmarnock Police 
Department (KPD) to a missing/
overdue person complaint in the 
200 block of Old Fairgrounds 
Way (subject located within 10 
minutes at another business), 
and to a prowler complaint in the 
5100 block of Irvington Road; 
notified Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) of a 
downed tree blocking the road 
near Merry Point and Hoecake 
roads; assisted units already on 
the scene of a sanctioned search 
of a residence in the 13000 block 
of Mary Ball Road (arrests 
reported above); and relayed a 
contact message from the com-
munity hospital to a resident in 

the 11000 block of River Road.
March 6: Staff responded to 

a prowler complaint in the 300 
block of Buzzards Neck Road 
(neighbor had gotten water from 
outside of the complainant’s 
home), with KPD to an assault 
call on School Street, with Vir-
ginia State Police (VSP) to a 
two-vehicle traffic crash near 
Mary Ball and Harris roads, to 
a burglary call in the 600 block 
of Lara Road (property owner 
declined to file offense report), 
to a domestic disturbance on 
Woods Drive, to a trespass 
complaint in the 300 block of 
Twin Branch Road, to a domes-
tic disturbance on Washington 
Street, and to a complaint of a 
suspicious vehicle entering and 
leaving numerous driveways 
for about an hour in the 4500 
block of Windmill Point Road; 
and notified the game warden 
of a citizen’s complaint of a sick 
skunk in the 9800 block of River 
Road, and VDOT of black ice 
in the roadway near Courthouse 
and Beanes roads.

March 7: Staff responded 
to a trespass complaint in the 
300 block of Woods Drive;  
responded to a domestic dis-
turbance in the 300 block of 
Coppedge Farm Road, with 
Northumberland authorities 
to a domestic disturbance call 
on Light Street, with KPD to 
a domestic assault, destruction 
of property and resist arrest 
incident on School Street, to 
an unusual noise, possible wild 
animal call, in the area of Pine 
Circle, and to a residential bur-
glary on Oyster Creek Drive 
(Seiki 55” :ED TV, Emerson 
32” TV; $850 loss); received a 
burglary report from a Dunton 
Road resident (no damages or 
theft reported); notified Nor-
thumberland authorities of a 
Reedville area parental com-
plaint of inappropriate text 
messages being sent to a juve-
nile; and checked on the well-
being of a Griffins Landing 
Road resident at the request of 
a concerned citizen (residence 
appeared vacant).

March 8: Staff responded 
with KPD to a domestic dis-
turbance on Dilvers Road, to a 
disturbance call on Nugent Lane 
(civil dispute between contractor 
and home owner), and to a shots 
fired call on Waterview Drive 
(fireworks involved); destroyed 
an injured game animal that was 
struck by a vehicle near Ring 
Farm and Old Salem roads; and 
received a complaint of an unli-
censed driver in the White Stone 
area.

March 9: Staff received 
a motorist’s report of a reck-
less driver in the Lively area, a 
walk-in complaint of shooting 
from a vehicle, and a request for 
information about personal pro-
tection and child custody; and 
responded to Queenstown Road 
on a complaint of a local resident 
knocking on doors several times 
for the past few weeks (assis-
tance given to subject who was 
trying to make telephone contact 
with his/her parents).

The sheriff’s staff also con-
ducted 20 traffic stops, issued 
eight summonses, assisted four 
motorists, reported two deer 
strike accidents, investigated 
four building alarms, processed 
a mental health order, logged six 
inmate transports, recorded 12 
E911 hang-up calls and fielded 
a call for animal control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded with 
White Stone  VFD to a commer-
cial fire alarm on South Main 
Street. KVFD also responded to 
traffic crashes in 10400 block of 
Jesse duPont Highway, Devil’s 
Bottom and Merry Point roads, 
Mary Ball and Kamps Mill roads 
and Mary Ball and Harris roads, 
a possible propane leak on Old 
Fairgrounds Way and a commer-
cial fire on Old Fairgrounds Way.

Upper Lancaster VFD 
responded to a traffic crash in 
8900 block of River Road and 
assisted EMS in the 11800 block 
of River Road.

Northumberland Sher-
iff Chuck Wilkins last week 
reported charges against 17 indi-
viduals.
Felonies

Frankie Lee Davis, 32, of 
Callao was charged February 11 
with felony damaging property.

Larry A. Wade, 53, of Callao 
was charged February 18 with 
felony assault and battery of a 
family member, third offense.

Pamela E. Brown, 44, of 

Wicomico Church was charged 
March 3 with felony grand lar-
ceny and four counts of felony 
forgery.

Thomas Earl Kelly Jr., 24, of 
Heathsville was charged March 
4 with unauthorized use of a 
vehicle and assault and battery. 
These were Lancaster County 
warrants and were served by the 
Northumberland County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Rudy M. Tompkins, 49, of St. 
Stephens Church was charged 
March 7 with felony possession 
of schedule I/II drugs.
Misdemeanors

A Stafford man, 24, was 
charged February 11 with failing 
to appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court 
for arraignment on a charge of 
driving while suspended, third 
offense. He was arrested by Staf-
ford County Sheriff’s Office.

A Callao man, 27, was 
charged February 12 with four 
counts of animal cruelty, 16 
counts of failing to vaccinate his 
animals, 16 counts of failing to 
purchase tags and 12 counts of 
failing to provide adequate care 
for the animals.

A Heathsville man, 44, was 
charged February 14 with 
assault and battery.

A Red Oak man, 66, was 
charged February 14 with writ-
ing a bad check in Essex County.

A Callao man, 53, was charged 
February 15 with driving under 
the influence of alcohol, reckless 
driving and consuming alcohol 
(open container).

A Heathsville man, 22, was 
charged February 21 with driv-
ing under the influence of alco-
hol.

A Heathsville man, 20, was 
charged February 22 on a 
Middlesex County warrant for 
assault and battery.

A Callao man, 53, was 
charged February 23 on a capias/
attachment of the body from the 
Northumberland County Juve-
nile and Domestic Courts for 
failing to pay child support.

  Heathsville woman, 23, was 
charged February 24 on a direct 
indictment from the Northum-
berland County Circuit Court 
for damaging property.

A Heathsville man, 30, was 
charged March 1 with assault 
and battery of a family member.

A Lancaster County man, 
42, was charged March 3 on 
a capias to show cause for the 
Northumberland County Circuit 
Court. Lancaster County Sher-
iff’s Office made the arrest.

A Heathsville man was 
charged March 6 with having a 
dangerous dog.

Speaker uses ‘inventories’
to explain farming history

Charlene Talcott

by Audrey Thomasson

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
Lancaster school board 
on Monday, March 16, will 
vote on the proposed fiscal 
year 2015-16 school budget.

The meeting will begin at 
6:30 p.m. in the media center at 
Lancaster Middle School, 191 
School Street, Kilmarnock.

Members also will vote on 
make-up days for weather-
related school closures, use of 
a school bus by the 4-H Club 
this summer, and report on the 
March 9 Virginia School Board 
Association’s Eastern District 
Regional forum.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school 
board will hold a budget 
workshop at 4:30 p.m. 
Monday, March 16, at the 
School Administration Build-
ing,  2172 Northumberland 
Highway, Lottsburg. 

The regular monthly meeting 
will follow at 6 p.m. The board 
will then hear staff reports and 
presentations.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

The Agenda
Local Government News

indentured servants to help with 
farm labor, she said.

During the Revolutionary War, 
people’s assets tended to increase, 

while prior and post-war death 
inventories showed lower worths, 
said Talcott.

Tobacco was a profitable 
export crop that required addi-
tional farm labor. But because 
the crop was shipped to England 
where it was sold and the money 
then shipped back to Virginia, 
tobacco “notes,” which denoted 
pending payment, became legal 
tender, she said. 

“Tuition at (the College of) 
William and Mary was in tobacco 
notes,” Talcott said.

With the collapse of the 
tobacco industry due to weather 
and the French Revolution, many 
farmers switched crops, leading 
to fewer slaves. Inventories listing 
slaves went from a high of 80% to 
a low of 30%, she said.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

From 1980 forward for almost three 
decades one of the most recognizable 

names in the realm of banking here in the 
Northern Neck has been that of Sylvia Van-
landingham. Sylvia possesses one of the 
greatest memory banks anyone ever has 
encountered. During her banking career she 
routinely astonished her customers by her 
instant recall of hundreds, if not thousands, 
of account numbers, transactions, and 
details, the minutiae of which might baffle 
a computer, but not Sylvia.

Her energy level is extraordinary and leg-
endary, and throughout her career she used 
it for the betterment of her customers and 
their financial concerns. After only a few 
transactions, often if not only one experi-
ence, the customers considered her their 
friend, enabling her to form permanent 
bonds that have ensued over the years, and 
in some cases across the miles. 

Whenever clients needed help, she was 
ubiquitously present to guide them through 
the morass of banking regulations and pro-
cedures, genuinely happy to be of service. 
In her last years of service she transitioned 

from managing accounting activities to 
directing credit card operations, setting up 
new accounts with local professionals and 
merchants and handling individual clients’ 
card matters. She said she especially liked 
getting out to meet new people in business, 
setting up their card operations and always 
eager to help them establish and maintain 
good credit through the use of plastic money.

Despite her perpetual youth, several years 
ago Sylvia opted to move into a new ven-

ture for her, namely retirement, about the 
same time her husband, Kenny, did, for both 
of them to enjoy life in metropolitan Sun-
nybank, a short hop down the road from the 
free ferry, away from the bustle of Kilmar-
nock, and thousands of accounts beyond her 
time at the bank. Now that she is a lady of 
leisure, the distinctive license plate bearing 
her name no longer traverses up and down 
Routes 360 and 200 on a schedule upon 
which one could set the time on a watch. 
Punctuality, as with accounting, is one of 
Sylvia’s trademarks. 

She told me last year that she still bal-
ances a few old customers’ checkbooks, 
indicating that although she might have left 
the bank, she has not left banking. She uni-
formly has been an individual who sincerely 
asks what more she may do to help others, 
regardless of who they are, might have been, 
or could become. My good wife and I count 
ourselves fortunate to have been among 
those whose monetary concerns rested for 
many years in her kind and capable hands. 
In that regard, as is evident to all who know 
her, Sylvia is one truly rich in friends.

Personal service has been a hallmark of 
life in the Northern Neck, and Sylvia exem-
plifies the best of that tradition. In a time 
when computers, voice mails, instant mes-
saging, and the like have come to be the 
norm, she has been a welcome reminder 
of the days when knowing the person with 
whom one is dealing was the rule of the day. 
Those entering the banking profession today 
could do no better than to sit at her feet for 
their introduction.

In that respect Sylvia has done her part to 
be an abiding asset to the economic progress 
and growth the Northern Neck has achieved 
over the last 35 years. She has been the bed-
rock upon which many folks could build 
their dreams, knowing that their innermost 
confidences were secure in her keeping. 
Today she is celebrating her birthday, and as 
one of her many admirers, I am delighted to 
wish her the best for the years to come, and 
all the while I shall attempt not to be jealous 
of those lucky folks for whom she still bal-
ances the checkbook.

Happy Birthday, Sylvia! “Ad multos 
annos!”

In a time when computers, 
voicemails, instant messag-
ing, and the like have come to 
be the norm, she has been a 
welcome reminder of the days 
when knowing the person 
with whom one is dealing was 
the rule of the day. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
As St. Patrick’s Day 

approaches, I’m depending 
on the “luck of the Irish” and 
writer, poet, journalist and 
playwright Oscar Wilde (1854-
1900) to help me out.

Perhaps best known for his 
novel, The Picture of Dorian 
Gray, or his play, “The Impor-
tance of Being Ernest,” he’s 
also considered a master of the 
epigram, as in:

life without it is like a sunless 
garden when the flowers are 
dead.

loved, not understood.

that money was the most 
important thing in life; now that 
I am old I know that it is.

can’t get for nothing.
-

mies —nothing annoys them so 
much.

front.

the saint and the sinner is that 
every saint has a past, and every 
sinner has a future.

wherever they go; others when-
ever they go.

shows a thoroughly modern 
intellect.

temptation is to yield to it.

two classes, those who believe 
the incredible, and those who 
do the improbable.

is already taken.
-

dressed or overeducated.

for himself does not think at all.

never simple.
-

ing a book over and over again, 
there is no use in reading it at 
all.

the bludgeoning of the people 
by the people for the people. 

people who are really fascinat-
ing—people who know abso-
lutely everything, and people 
who know absolutely nothing.

life worse than being talked 
about, and that is not being 
talked about.

the middle-aged suspect every-
thing, the young know every-
thing.

hope it will last.
-

ers, and the moon, who could 
not be happy?

reigns for four years, and jour-
nalism governs forever and 
ever.

substitute for wit. (Especially 
when the deadline approaches 
and one is reaching for a 
column topic.)

Focal Point

A great blue heron on Warehouse Creek in Reedville.

Photo by Katie Walker

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

I have trouble understand-
ing the actions of the Obama 
administration. They rile 
against identifying terrorists 
by religious affiliation. We cre-
ated a whole agency as a result 
of an attack on our country by 
self-proclaimed Islamic ide-
ologists.

The Department of Home-
land Security at airports is 
utilized to screen everyone for 
weapons or bombs, etc. when 
those who have succeeded in 
placing a bomb or attempt-
ing to bomb have been from a 
single religion.

Instead of profiling, we 
subject everyone to intrusive/
time consuming searches in 
the name of equal protection. 
Rather than offending one 
group we cause everyone to 
be suspects. We do this with 
extremely high monetary 
resource use, no gained effec-
tiveness and reduced effi-
ciency. 

We do these things not for 
efficiency or effectiveness but 
because we are a country of 
laws and those laws require 
everyone is treated equally. 
The Obama administration 
appears to view the law as their 
playground. The president 
espoused he did not have the 
power to implement the very 
immigration policy he is now 
attempting to impose.

The president gives new 
meaning to “the pen is mightier 
than the sword.” With the stroke 
of his mighty pen he rewrites 
the separation of powers sec-
tion of our Constitution.

The administration seems to 

Calling for 
investigations

believe the law does not apply 
to them when they use the Jus-
tice Department to go after a 
reporter they don’t like, stall-
ing investigations that could 
be embarrassing or using the 
Internal Revenue Service to 
prevent opponents from rais-
ing money.

While profiling is illegal, 
this administration appears to 
use targeting for those who 
have differing views with reck-
less abandon. 

I believe it is time for Con-
gress to appoint a special pros-
ecutor to investigate the IRS 
and the Justice Department for 
actions that appear to violate 
the law. Where it leads, it leads.

Al Hall,
Reedville

In my Letter to the Editor of 
March 5 titled “Keystone XL 
Pipeline Veto,” I should have 
attributed the contents to Mark 
Reynolds, the executive direc-
tor of the Citizens Climate 
Lobby (CCL).

He had sent a much longer 
version to each of over 200 
CCL Group Leaders nation-
wide, of which I am one, and 
asked us to send it to our local 
newspapers.

Gregory T. Haugan,
Citizens Climate Lobby,

Heathsville

Attribution noted

The occasion of the prime 
minister of Israel being invited 
to address a joint session of our 
Congress should be a good thing. 
Israel is one of our staunchest 
allies.

However, when that invita-

tion to speak has circumvented 
the normal protocol and has not 
included our president, then it 
raises concerns. Can you even 
imagine a situation where this 
would be considered appropri-
ate?

Why would a foreign leader 
accept such an invitation to speak 
in another country without get-
ting the invite from the leader of 
that country?

I wonder how Mr. Netanyahu 
would like it if President Obama 
went to Israel and addressed their 
government. How would he feel 
if the president talked about the 
way he treats the Palestinians?

must be giving the U.S. about 
three billion dollars worth of aid 
and not the opposite.

The platitudes at the beginning 
of the speech were just a smoke 
screen for his real purpose, which 
was to say Obama is wrong in 
trying to keep us out of war with 
Iran. Do you think if the prime 
minister was in agreement with 
Obama’s policies that Speaker 
Boehner would have invited him?

This is the first time in our his-
tory that our Congress has invited 
a foreign leader to address Con-
gress without consulting the pres-
ident. We already know how the 
prime minister feels about Iran. 
This is just the latest of a clear 
example of disrespect shown for 
the office of the Presidency.

Our Congress was willing to 
undergo a shutdown of Home-
land Security to fight Obama. The 
GOP wants everyone to believe 
that they want what is best for 

not to protect America by voting 

Democrats voted to fund DHS.
Lloyd Hill, 

Weems

More disrespect 
for the Presidency

YOUR LETTERS

I would like to provide this 
administration with a new 
word — “accountability.” 

Starting in 2012, with Hill-
ary Clinton as Secretary of 
State, we have an attack on the 
American Embassy in Beng-
hazi, where four Americans 
are brutally murdered.  

Attorney General Eric 
Holder oversaw the Fast and 
Furious gun program where 
American border guards are 
murdered with guns supplied 
by his own program.  

The acting director of the 
Veterans Administration is 
accused of not providing suf-
ficient care for our veterans, 
over 100 die due to inadequate 
medical care.  

Health and human services 
director Catherine Sebelius 
was in charge of the $900 
million Obamacare website 
debacle.

IRS director Lois Lerner 
and her arrogant and pomp-
ous successor, John Koskinen, 
have illegally targeted conser-
vative groups with excessive 
audits, and delayed applica-
tions for their tax exempt 
status.

In spite of extensive news 
coverage in print and on TV,  
in spite of numerous Congres-
sional and Senate hearings, in 
spite of many politicians pon-
tificating on these issues, there 
has not been a single indi-
vidual held accountable—not 
one.

How can that be?
Our president has a Chris-

tian-bashing, Muslim-loving 
attitude, and refuses to label 
ISIS as a “radical Muslim 
group.” Now in the most 
childish move I have ever 
seen, he and some of his Dem-
ocratic cronies are refusing to 
attend the speech by our most 
valuable ally in the middle 
east, Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu.

The answer to all the above 
is, as they say in Brook-
lyn, “throw the bums out.” 

Roger McKinley Sr.,
Wicomico Church

Acountability
I see Sen. Tim Kaine was one 

the 50 or so Democrats who 
decided to put politics ahead of 
U.S. relations with an ally and 
skipped the Israeli Prime Min-
ister’s speech to Congress. 

Israel is our strongest ally 

Kaine believed he should skip 
a major foreign leader speak-
ing directly to the U.S. Con-
gress. It appears he placed his 
own personal agenda ahead of 
the Commonwealth and the 
citizens he was elected to rep-
resent.

Perhaps he felt the subject 
matter was not important, or 
was instructed to skip it by 
the administration. Part of 
Netanyahu’s understanding 
of Middle East affairs is the 
knowledge that Iran is actively 
seeking nuclear weapons. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu 
has firsthand knowledge of 
what it is like to be threatened 
on a daily basis, not only with 
his own death, but the death of 
his entire nation. Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu came here to 
plead with our elected officials 
not to deal with Iran.

Netanyahu knows that 
Obama’s behind the scenes 
nuclear talks allows Iran to 
become a nuclear nation at the 
end of 10 years. By that time, 
Obama and his administration 
will be long gone. The rest of 
the world knows how important 
it is to world security for Iran 
not to get a nuclear weapon.

What could have been so 
important in 50 or so Demo-
crats’ day that they couldn’t fit 
the Prime Minister of Israel’s 
speech in and hear it in person?

Sen. Kaine was elected to be 
a leader of Virginia and rep-
resent us in the Senate.  Per-
haps he should take the time 
to start acting like it and not let 
his political agenda and party 
leanings stand in the way of 
the proper service he should be 
giving the Commonwealth of 
Virginia and the Senate of the 
United States. 

Bob Norman,
Lancaster

 

Absence noted

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the March 10, 1905, issue of the Virginia Citi-

zen)

Westland (Windmill Point)
Capt. Joe Bellows came through here from Mathews on his 

way home by land.
Capt. S. R. Abbott is having the largest gasoline boat built on 

the island.
Schooner Mabel took on part of a load of lumber here this 

week for W. H. Calloway.
The fishermen here have caught a few herring and shad 

recently.
Weems

Mrs. John H. Harris is suffering much from a dislocated 
ankle and fractured bone.  She was hurt while skating.

We were glad to have Otis Davenport with us for a short 
while recently.

We are sorry that Mrs. R. I. Bryant is still quite sick.
A number of Irvingtonians were seen here recently. We cor-

dially welcome them, as they had the faith of Peter and walked 
on the water.
White Stone

Misses Annie Spriggs and Grace Dunton and Mrs. Alice Dix 
left last week on a visit to Baltimore.

continued on page A5
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Capt. L. L. Harper’s little son is quite sick with pneumonia. 
Robt. Walker is also sick.

C. S. Dunton, esq., and Mrs. Nellie Shelton continue quite 
sick.
Upper Lancaster

Willie Norris has returned home from the hospital much 
improved.

T. J. Eubank, of Broun’s Store, was seen in our vicinity not 
long since.

Dr. R. F. Eubank, of Ottoman, was seen in our midst one 
day last week.

Miss Minnie Ketner, of Molusk, spent Sunday night with 
her aunt near here.

John Hazzard, of Nuttsville, spent some time at the home 
of his brother, R. A. Hazzard.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and Library)

Yesteryear
continued from page A4

Do you Remember?
The Lancaster National Bank building above was 
constructed in Irvington around 1917 to replace the 
original building, which burned. Lancaster National 
moved to Kilmarnock in the 1960s and later merged 
with Chesapeake Banking Company in Lively to become 
Chesapeake National Bank, eventually Chesapeake 
Bank. The building is now owned by Arthur Bryant III, 
reported Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee 
Ashburn. “Do you Remember?” is a community service 
of the museum.

The Lancaster County Dem-
ocratic Committee (LCDC) 
recently announced that former 
Del. Albert Pollard Jr. will intro-
duce the guest speaker Lt. Gov. 
Ralph Northam at the upcoming 
Dining with Dems event.

The dinner will be held Sunday, 
March 15, at Los Patrones Mexi-
can Restaurant, 625 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock, reported 
acting chairman Nick Magnani. 
Doors will open at 4 p.m. and the 
dinner will follow at 5 p.m.The 
public is invited.

Del. Pollard represented Dis-
trict 99 in the Virginia House of 
Delegates from 2000 to 2006 and 
from 2008 to 2012, retiring after 
five terms. He divides his time 
between his local manufacturing 
business and consulting. He has 
three children and lives in Irving-
ton.

Lt. Gov. Northam is expected 
to offer a recap of the recent Gen-
eral Assembly legislative session, 
said Magnani.

Former Del. Pollard
and Lt. Gov. Northam 
will speak March 15

The Hon. Albert Pollard Jr.

Tickets are $20 with a cash bar. 
Contact Marilyn McGlamary at 
436-4313, or m.mcglamary@
gmail.com, to make reservations 
and place dinner selections. 

Payment for the dinner should 
be mailed to LCDC, P.O. Box 
318, Kilmarnock, VA  22482.

Bishop E. W. Jackson of Ches-
apeake, the 2013 Republican 
nominee for lieutenant governor, 
joins the slate of speakers for the 
18th annual Reagan Day Dinner 
Sunday, March 15, at the Indian 

362 Club Drive, Kilmarnock.
Joining Jackson and round-

ing out the program is Eric Herr, 
chairman of the First Congres-
sional District Republican Com-
mittee. Herr is serving his second 
term in the post.

The dinner is a tradition hon-

Jackson and Herr complete list of Reagan Day speakers

Bishop E.W. Jackson

to America’s National Destiny, an 
organization dedicated to restor-
ing America’s founding values.

Herr served as chairman of 
the Stafford County Republican 
Committee before being elected 
chairman of the First Congressio-
nal District Republican Commit-
tee in 2012. 

 Jackson and Herr will join 
former Gov. Jim Gilmore, 
Rep. Rob Wittman, Sen. Ryan 
McDougle and Del. Margaret 
Ransone as special guests.

“We are fortunate to have such 
a distinguished group of guests 
this year, who are certain to bring 
excitement and energy to our 
event,” said Clingan.

For reservations, call Clingan 
at 435-2198.

oring the legacy of the late Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan, reported 
Sue Clingan, chairman of the 
Lancaster County Republican 
Committee.

The event will begin at 5:30 
p.m. with a social hour, preced-
ing a buffet dinner, said Clingan. 
Reservations are required. The 
fee is $45. 

Jackson, a graduate of the 
University of Massachusetts and 
Harvard University Law School, 
is the founder of Exodus Faith 
Ministries, a nondenominational 

Christian church in Chesa-
peake. He is also the founder 
of S.T.A.N.D.—Staying True 

Is it alright to eat 
meat off the bone with 

so tempting to do so!

Irvington

Dear Ruffled Feathers,

makes me think immediately 
of chicken, our feathered menu 
stars.  So I will begin with how 
politely to consume one. 

If at a barbecue or picnic, a 
piece of chicken may be picked 
up in one’s fingers and nibbled. 
If at a dinner table, unless your 
hostess employs her fingers to 
eat it, chicken is approached in 
a more surgical fashion, with a 

Because You Are Polite... Let’s Talk Manners
by Ginger Philbrick

knife and fork.
And, simply, that is true of 

many other pieces of grilled 
meat. Hamburgers on rolls, 
hot dogs on rolls, bare ribs and 
chops are also fair game for 
finger licking.  However, naked 
sausages, ribs that are drip-
ping with sauce, steak, fish and 
other meats should always be 
eaten with knife and fork. Of 
course, the hostess may always 
set the example.

While talking about meat, 
may I offer the suggestion that 
when using steak sauce, catsup 
or any sauce to add flavor, 
you pour a small amount of 
it beside the meat portion on 
your plate and dip into it as 

desired, rather than use it as 
a blanket. That way, you can 
test the meat’s flavor first and 
judge how much of the sauce 
you would need on each bite.  
It may need none at all! 

Getting back to your reason 
for posing your question, I am 
reminded of that sensual scene 
in the movie Tom Jones, where 
he and a companion are dining 
in a tavern, devouring a sump-
tuous meal, almost completely 
with their fingers. In the mid-
1960s when my friends and I 
saw it we commented that it 
would be so freeing to be able 
to eat in that manner…so abso-
lutely satisfying.

Fifty years later, I look at 
the clip and am grateful for 
the guidelines our society has 
adopted. After all, one must 
think of the germs such food 
handling could cause…not 
to mention the laundry issue! 
I admit, I may just be getting 
old. 

Ginger Philbrick is the 
owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited to 
e-mail your manners questions 
to her and she will respond as 
time and space allow. You may 
contact her at youarepolite1@
verizon.net and visit her web-
site at becauseyouarepolite.
com. RSVP! 

18th Annual REAGAN DAY DINNER
Sunday, March 15, 2015

Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club
Kilmarnock, Va 22482

Keynote Speaker: Hon. Jim Gilmore
Guest Speakers: Congressman Rob Wittman, 

State Sen. Ryan McDougle, Delegate Margaret 
Ransone Bishop E.W. Jackson, 

First District GOP Chairman Eric Herr.
Silent Auctiont to follow

Cocktails (cash bar) at 5:30 p.m.; 
Buffet Dinner at 7 p.m.; Business Attire

The price is $45 per person 

For reservations call 804.435.2198

Paid for and authorized by the 
Lancaster County Republican Committee

CRIME SOLVERS
Lancaster County Crime 

Solvers seeks information 
regarding two recent break-ins.

A midnight March 7, the 
owner of 247 Oyster Creek 
Drive, White Stone, called the 
Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office and reported her home 
had been broken into. 

The owner was in the pro-
cess of moving and had not 
been at the home for about a 
week. While the owner was out 
of town an unknown person or 
persons entered the residence 
by kicking in the back door and 
stole items from the home. 

Also on March 7 owners 
of 64 Dunton Lane, White 
Stone, called the Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office and 
reported they had left their 
home around 8:30 p.m. and 

returned the same night at 
11:30 p.m., while they were 
out of the home an unknown 
person or persons entered the 
home through a bathroom 
window. 

Report information about 
a suspicious vehicle(s) or 
person(s) in the area of the 
incidents during those time 
periods, call Lancaster County 
Crime Solvers, 462-7463. 

If your information is useful 
to law enforcement you could 
receive a reward up to $1,000. 

This phone line is not 
recorded, and you do not have 
to give your name or appear in 
court. 

Lancaster County Crime 
Solvers needs caller 1458 to 
call back and speak to Investi-
gator Sorensen at 462-5111.

The Arbor Day Foundation 
celebrates the arrival of spring 
with a free tree offer.

Join the Arbor Day Founda-
tion in March 2015 and receive 
10 free white flowering dogwood 
trees.

“White flowering dogwoods 
will add beauty to your home 
throughout the year,” said Matt 
Harris, chief executive of the 
Arbor Day Foundation. “Dog-
woods are known for their showy 
spring flowers, scarlet autumn 
foliage, and red berries that 
attract songbirds during winter.”

The free trees are part of the 
nonprofit Foundation’s Trees for 
America campaign.

The trees will be shipped 

postpaid with enclosed planting 
instructions between March 1 
and May 31. The 6- to 12-inch 
trees are guaranteed to grow 
or they will be replaced free of 
charge.

Arbor Day Foundation mem-
bers also receive a subscription 
to Arbor Day, the Foundation’s 
bimonthly publication, and The 
Tree Book, which contains infor-
mation about tree planting and 
care.

To join and receive the free 
trees, send a $10 contribution 
to TEN FREE DOGWOOD 
TREES, Arbor Day Foundation, 
100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska 
City, NE 68410, by March 30, or 
visit arborday.org/march.

Receive 10 free trees for joining 
Arbor Day Foundation in March
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Representatives from Freeman’s, America’s oldest auction house, will be in your area 
March 16-19 to evaluate property for the upcoming auction season. For more information 
or to make a complimentary appointment, please contact:

Your Local Connection…. to the Global Art Market

Erica Humes | 434.296.4096
ehumes@freemansauction.com 126 Garrett Street, Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

www.freemansauction.com

The Northern Neck Kennel Club
SPRING CLASSES FOR ALL DOGS

Puppy, Obedience, Agility, Therapy Dog,

Manners, Freestyle Dance, Rally “O”

Registration ~ Opens Feb. 9, 2015

Registration ~ Closes March 16, 2015

More information & Registration Forms
www.northernneckkennelclub.com

KILMARNOCK—The Lan-
caster and Northumberland Inter-
faith Service Council recently 
held its annual meeting at St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church.  

Serving on the board of direc-
tors for 2015 are president Edna 
Mason, vice president Renee Bea, 
second vice president Yvonne 
Williams, treasurer Christina 
Smith, secretary Cassie Thomp-
son, Lancaster representatives 
Fred Burke and Larry Kight and 
Northumberland representatives 
Porter White and Terry Cooper.
Warehouse efforts

Williams, manager of the Inter-
faith warehouse, reported that 
362 families were served by the 
warehouse volunteers in 2014. 
More than 3,600 items were dis-
tributed, including sofas, beds, 
dressers, kitchen items, linens, 
large appliances, microwaves, 
TVs and paint.

Campbell Memorial Presby-
terian Church awarded the ware-
house a $5,000 grant to purchase 
bed frames, a basic need item 
heretofore in short supply but high 
demand, said Williams. Lamberth 
Building Materials and Ace Hard-
ware again donated the paint. 

The Interfaith Warehouse 
could not function without the 
dedicated volunteers who are 
there each week, she said. Several 
ladies screen all of the applicants, 
others work in the kitchen and 
linen rooms sorting, sizing, fold-
ing, and laundering donations 
when necessary. 

A new volunteer has a talent 
for sewing which is very help-
ful in the linen room. Another 
gentleman regularly repairs fur-
niture that would otherwise not 
be suitable for distribution, added 
Williams. While many items are 
delivered by donors, the ware-
house could not exist without the 
volunteers who pick up furniture 
all year long.

“During the summer we part-
nered with the Boys & Girls Club 
and the local Habitat for Humanity 
organization,” said Mason. “Inter-
faith provided funds to purchase 
materials and Habitat volunteers 
instructed the at-risk youth in the 
construction of kitchen tables. Ten 
tables were built and painted, and 
were well-received by the ware-
house clientele.”

Williams noted the support of 
business and individuals includ-
ing Booth Furniture, Stewart 
Revere with Noblett Appliances, 
Lamberth Hardware, Ace Hard-
ware, Jane Woodle with con-
signments, radio station 101.7 
Bay FM and the Rappahannock 
Record.

“We continue to be grateful for 
their support as well as all of the 
residents who make donations 
throughout the year,” she said.    
Concerned Citizens

Joseph Curry, who oversees 
the Concerned Citizens Com-
mittee, reported that 2014 was 
a good year. Fifty-five families 
were assisted. 

In addition to constructing 29 

he said. Driving by their home 
one day she noticed the man 
struggling to get a tub of water 
into the house. Upon calling she 
learned their shallow well was no 
longer useable.

They were buying bottled 
water and catching rainwater for 
other needs. The husband is in his 
late 70s and in failing health. The 
wife also has some health issues 
but forces herself to work, contin-
ued Curry. They were too embar-
rassed to ask for help.

The neighbor had already 
secured someone to drill a new 
well and had a promise of some 
funds from her church toward 
the cost. She sought additional 
help to cover the remaining cost. 
Curry was able to secure other 
funds so this couple might have 
water, he said.

Earlier in 2014, an elderly lady 

WEEMS—The Foundation for Historic 
Christ Church recently announced the 
appointment of Clare Adams to the posi-
tion of executive director.

“It is with great pleasure that the foun-
dation’s board of directors has chosen 
Clare Adams to lead Historic Christ 
Church into the future following the retire-
ment of Camille E. Bennett as executive 
director,” said publications chairman Mar-
ilyn Hedges. “Ms. Adams is a very expe-
rienced professional, trained in historic 
preservation, museums, historic sites and 
nonprofit management.” 

Adams has a bachelor’s in art history 
from Newcomb College and a master’s in 

landscape architecture from the College of 
Arts and Design at Louisiana State Uni-
versity, said Hedges. She has worked as a 
senior sites restoration coordinator in the 
New York State Office of Historic Pres-
ervation, executive director of the Mis-
sissippi Heritage Trust, director of pres-
ervation at Andrew Jackson’s National 
Historic Landmark The Hermitage, and as 
a preservation consultant.  Most recently, 
she served as executive director of the 
Oysterponds Historical Society in Orient, 
N.Y.  She has expertise in grant writing, 
education, community outreach and fun-
draising.

Adams describes herself as a big-pic-

ture, detail-oriented professional, innova-
tive, analytical, and results-oriented with 
enthusiasm, confidence, a strong belief in 
collaboration, and a spirit for innovation, 
continued Hedges. She strives to create an 
atmosphere that inspires volunteers and 
staff to contribute time and talent and that 
attracts, keeps and motivates volunteers 
and staff alike.

“The board is delighted to have found 
a candidate of Clare’s exceptional caliber, 
who will strive for the standards of excel-
lence established by Mrs. Bennett, and 
is confident that the foundation will con-
tinue to be in good hands,” said president 
Bonnie Dawson.

ROANOKE—Oral health 
and educational organizations 
across the state have some-
thing to smile about in 2015, 
thanks to the Delta Dental of 
Virginia Foundation.

 In December 2014, grants 
totaling $908,500 were 
awarded to 29 organizations 
whose work will positively 
improve the oral health of 
Virginians through educa-
tion access to care for the 
under-insured or uninsured. 
The Northern Neck Free 
Health Clinic in Kilmarnock 
received a $10,000 grant for 
the expansion of its dental 
services.

 “Our challenge is to find 
ways to make the biggest 
impact on improving Virgin-
ians’ oral, and thus, whole 
body health,” said Delta 
Dental of Virginia Foun-
dation president and chief 
executive officer George 

A. Levicki. “By providing 
much-needed funding, these 
organizations are in a better 
position to serve the oral 
health needs of their commu-
nities. We are delighted at the 
progress we are seeing.”

Twenty-four Virginia 
community and free clin-
ics and the health founda-
tions received grants totaling 
$515,500 to improve access 
to dental care for Virginians 
who are either underinsured 
or uninsured. Delta Dental of 
Virginia Foundation grants 
will provide for dental sup-
plies and equipment, dental 
services, delivery of care, 
dentures and mobile dental 
equipment for rural areas.

Five universities and non-
profit organizations received 
grants for oral health educa-
tion and expansion of care 
through scholarships for 
aspiring health professionals.

Interfaith Service Council aids hundreds in 2014

From left are Larry Kight, Fred Burke, Christina Smith, Edna Mason, Renee Bea, Cassie 
Thompson and Porter White. 

wheelchair ramps, eight families 
received complete new roofs, 
said Curry. To do this many com-
plete roofs would not have been 
possible without the help of a 
large group of young people and 
adults from Southside Church of 
the Nazarene, Hope Community 
Church and White Stone Church 
of the Nazarene.  Interfaith pro-
vided the materials and the vol-
unteers did the work, he said. This 
was the 20th year for Southside to 
partner with Interfaith. 

Other accomplishments 
included the repair of three roofs, 
cleaning of two shallow wells, 
replacement of four hot water 
heaters and three well pumps as 
well as four home repairs, and the 
installation of eight doors.  

In early December, Curry 
received a letter from a lady 
regarding one of her neighbors, 

called Curry stating she had a 
hole in her floor which needed to 
be repaired. Upon inspection it 
was discovered that every floor in 
her home needed work.

This is an example of how 
what might seem like a small 
job that would not require a large 
amount of funds can suddenly 
become an expensive project, 
said Curry. She now has sound 
floors throughout her home. 
These are just two examples of 
the requests that the committee 
receives.

Thanks to a generous $2,000 
donation by one member of Wic-
omico Parish Church, the Con-
cerned Citizens Committee pro-
vided 72 food boxes for Thanks-
giving and Christmas at a cost of 
about $2,800.  With the help of 
others they provided gift cards to 
seven families for Christmas.

Overall, Curry noted 132 fam-
ilies were assisted and he esti-
mated that represented about 500 
individuals.

Total expenditures for Con-
cerned Citizens, not including 
the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
projects, was $44,673.45.  This 
represented 67% of Interfaith’s 

total disbursements in 2014.
Other programs

Interfaith also continues to pro-
vide financial grants up to $200 
upon request from LINK to help 
with utilities (electric, oil, pro-
pane, water), housing, emergency 
food boxes and other emergency 
needs, said Mason.

In 2014, seven families 
received food boxes and a total of 
116 families were helped through 
this program. Total funds dis-
persed were $17,084.64 which 
was 26% of total expenses. There 
were 41 fewer requests in 2014 
than in 2013, she added.

Since 1982, Interfaith has been 
responding to needs in Lancaster 
and Northumberland counties.

“We are totally dependent 
on our faithful volunteers who 
do the work and the generosity 
of churches, organizations, and 
individuals that provide our fund-
ing,” said Mason. “We have no 
paid employees and we try very 
hard to limit our administrative 
expenses.”

In 2014, total expenditures 
were $66,240.80. Of that only 7% 
went to administrative, insurance 
and business utility expenses. 

“We always need funds, but we 
also need people,” said Mason.

The warehouse is open from 
10 a.m. to noon Mondays and 
Wednesdays. Volunteers are 
needed to help with picking up 
donated furniture. 

Concerned Citizens need help 
to build ramps or do other repair 
jobs. When there is no volunteer 
labor, the committee must hire 
people to do the work. Interfaith 
would welcome any time anyone 
could give, added Mason.

To assist Interfaith, call 435-
6050. Donations may be sent to 
P. O. Box 868, Kilmarnock, VA 
22482.

Foul weather visitor
Jo Walters of Wicomico Church had an unusual “visitor” 
at her bird feeders during this last snowfall—a red fox. 
“He ate nearly all of the bird seed on the ground and I 
threw him a suet cake and he ate part of it and took the 
rest home to his den, I suppose to share with the family,” 
said Walters. “He came back several times—even trotted 
out on my dock (on Ingram Bay) and checked out the 
water and ducks.” Photo by Jo Walters

Historic Christ Church appoints new executive director

Free health clinic receives
$10,000 Delta Dental grant


