
Northumberland Middle School student Kayla Gooch is 
among 23 international merit award winners in the 2013-14 

Lions International Peace Poster Contest.
Some 400,000 children from 65 countries participated in the 

contest, reported Bud Disney of the Northumberland County 
Lions Club. The 23 merit award winners are from 13 countries 
and six U.S. states. A grand prize winner will be selected from 
the 23 merit award winners on Lions Day at the United Nations 
on March 7.

Gooch said the poster took her about six weeks to complete.
“She put a lot of heart into this,” said Kayla’s father Kenny 

Gooch. “She really spent many a night working on it. She’d spend 
two or three hours a night on it almost, for weeks straight, just 
trying to get all the details.”

Kayla’s NMS art teacher, Mike Stevenson, said Northumber-
land has done well in the contest in the past, but this is a first.

“We’ve won the region six times in a row, and in the last six 
years we won the state three times, but we’ve never been any far-
ther than that,” Stevenson said.

Stevenson said Gooch’s poster was among 17,000 posters just 
in Virginia.

“I can’t even register what 400,000 posters even look like, and 
how do you get 23 out of that?” Stevenson said. “You would think 
when it gets down to 1,000, out of those 400,000, every one of 
those 1,000 would be pretty doggone good.”

Kayla’s mother, Jenna, said the poster reflects Kayla’s interests.
“I love animals, so I represented them, and the people on the 

beach was like you just imagine a romantic night with people on 
the beach,” Kayla said.

In addition to her art skills, Kayla is a soccer player and a 
Junior Beta Club tutor. She will receive a $500 award from Lions 

International and a $100 award from the Northumberland County 
Lions, the local contest sponsor. Lion Bill Fleischman served as 
chairman of the local contest.
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STRATFORD HALL—The Lan-
caster County Board of Supervisors 
last week held a retreat to discuss 
what was described as long-term 
planning for improving the quality of 
life for county residents. 

The day-long retreat was held Sat-
urday at Stratford Hall Plantation in 
Westmoreland County.

“It’s a journey. We can’t get to where 
we want to be by remaining where we 
are,” said facilitator Michael Chan-
dler, director of education for Virginia 
Tech’s Land Use Education Program 
and professor emeritus.

District 3 supervisor and board 
chairman Jason Bellows, District 4 
supervisor William Lee, District 5 
supervisor Wally Beauchamp and 
county administrator Frank Pleva 
attended the retreat.

LANCASTER—A multi-jurisdic-
tional grand jury last week returned 
felony indictments against James Todd 
Kessler in the July 6 disappearance of 
Claudine Jaquier Gifford.

Kessler, 54, was charged with the 
murder of Gifford, 43, and conceal-
ment with malicious intent of a dead 
human body. He will be arraigned on 
March 13 in Lancaster County Circuit 
Court.

Kessler is in Lancaster jail awaiting 
trial on unrelated assault charges and 
is being held without bond. That trial, 
originally set for March 2, was contin-
ued to April 20.

Gifford was last seen leaving a bar 
at Windmill Point with Kessler early 
on the evening of July 6. After a friend 
reported her missing the following 
morning, sheriff’s investigators began 
an extensive search of land and water, 
assisted by several agencies and using 
search dogs.

Gifford’s body has never been found. 
“Thousands of land miles were 

searched and hundreds of interviews 
were conducted along with numer-
ous pieces of evidence being collected 
and submitted to the Department of 
Forensic Science lab in Richmond,” 
said sheriff’s spokesman Capt. Marty 
Shirilla in a release on Tuesday.

According to Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney Kenny Kunkle, the 
use of a multi-jurisdictional grand jury 
in cases is “for secrecy concerns. To 
keep information under wraps until the 
authorities are ready to release infor-
mation.”

Kunkle estimated that in Virginia 
only eight murder cases without a 
body have gone to trial. “And only 
three were won straight up,” he said. 
“One additional defendant was con-
victed of the abduction,” but not the 
murder, he added.  

Lancaster Sheriff chief investigator 
Lt. E. T. “Tim” Self served the indict-
ments on Kessler.

“Mrs. Gifford’s family has been 
notified of the arrest,” said Shirilla.

“I’m glad that justice is finally 
coming for Claudine and for the sake 
of my daughter,” said Richard Gifford, 
Claudine’s husband. “This has been 
horrible for Gabrielle and has taken a 

James Todd Kessler 
charged with murder
of Claudine Gifford

by Audrey Thomasson

Claudine Jaquier Gifford

James Todd Kessler

toll on our whole family. We are anx-
ious to get justice.” 

Jeffrey P. Mathews, Kessler’s attor-
ney, had no comment on the arrest of 
his client.

More information will be posted 
following Kessler’s arraignment on 
March 13. 

Anyone with information about this 
case is asked to call Crime Solvers at 
462-7463. Callers remain anonymous.

Northumberland student takes poster contest international

From left are Abby, Kenny, Kayla and Jenna Gooch at 
their home on the Little Wicomico River.

Kayla Gooch’s peace poster (above) took weeks of 
assiduous work.

by Renss Greene

From left are Jason Bellows, Frank Pleva and Michael Chandler. 

Supervisors hold retreat to 
discuss long-term outlook

by Audrey Thomasson

Although supervisors Butch Jen-
kins, District 1, and Ernest Palin, 
District 2, did not attend, they par-
ticipated in a pre-retreat survey used 
to identify the county’s strengths and 
weaknesses, and which served as the 
basis for discussions. 

Chandler noted Lancaster super-
visors were respectful, worked well 
together and collectively agreed on 
most items. He also noted they should 
improve and expand communications 
with citizens.

“You need to inform citizens what 
you can do and what you can’t, what 
you did and why you did it...and the 
limitations of local government...,” he 
said.

Suggestions for improvements 
included a “state of the county” 
annual report, monthly reports on 
the county website from the chair-
man or rotating between supervisors, 
joint committees with the towns and 
strengthening community partner-

ships. They also noted the importance 
of local government being inclusive 
to all citizens including students and 
lower-income families.

Economic development generated 
another long discussion.

“The gap is getting wider and 
wider” between those that have and 
those that don’t, said Lee. “Unless 
we address the job situation, it’s not 
going to get any better.”

Beauchamp agreed, noting several 
community members and organiza-
tions are working on bringing job 
opportunities to the county.

The discussion also included the 
dwindling population of children and 
young families. An aging community 
results in added costs for services 
such as paid rescue squads. 

“Retirees bring assets to our com-
munity,” Beauchamp said. “They 
bring a wealth of experience and 

“You need to inform citizens what you can do and what 
you can’t, what you did and why you did it...and the 
limitations of local government... .”

—Michael Chandler,
Virginia Tech Land Use Education Program director

SUPERVISORS, continued on page A2
Begins at 2 a.m. March 8
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education...and serve as volun-
teers.”

Chandler emphasized the 
importance of financial assess-
ments for maintaining a healthy 
financial position while tack-
ling future costs. 

“What is the projected cost 

From left above, Robbin Thompson, 
Eric Heiberg, Velpo Robertson and Audi 
Stanley of the Robbin Thompson Band 
perform at the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater. Bobby Antonelli was on drums.
The February 28 concert marked the 

Breeze” by the Robbin Thompson Band 
since the General Assembly passed 

popular State Song of Virginia. The 
governor has yet to sign the legislation. 

Left, Robbin Thompson plays his 

You Up” on a phin, a plucked string 
instrument from Thailand. The concert 
was sponsored by FCP Sound and 
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department. 

Photos by Renss Greene

View a slideshow of the performance at 
RRecord.com.

Robbin Thompson Band plays Kilmarnock

Vacationing on the island of Curaco, Laurie Stevens Bond, 
formerly of Kilmarnock, and her husband, Kent, recently 

met Ian and Carol Kirkpatrick, from Kilmarnock, Scotland.
“While visiting the town of Willemstad, I stopped a couple 

to ask directions to a landmark,” said Bond. “I immediately 
noticed an accent and asked where they were from and they 
said Kilmarnock, Scotland.

“In all my years, I have never met someone from Kilmar-
nock, Scotland. As you can imagine, they were as excited as I 
was and we had a lot to talk about,” she said.

Bond is the daughter of the late LaVerne and Fitzhugh Ste-
vens of Kilmarnock—Virginia.

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
planning commission 
will meet Monday, March 9, 
for a discussion of the capital 
improvement plan. The meet-
ing will begin at 7 p.m. in 
the Town Hall, 1 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

The commission also will 
hear updates on the technology 
park development and town 
park development.

The commission is still seek-
ing applicants to fill the seat 
vacated by the death of Otis 
Polk.

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
board of supervisors 
meeting, postponed last week 
due to snow, has been resched-
uled for 5 p.m. Monday, March 
9, at the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

Public hearings and an audit 
report on the original agenda 
have been postponed until the 
March 26 meeting.

Consideration items include 
a resolution to adopt an emer-
gency operations plan, acqui-
sition of Charles Maiden 
property for the Greentown/
Gaskins Road project, and a 
Virginia Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries coop-
erative grant for the proposed 
boat ramp at Windmill Point 
Marina.

LANCASTER—A meeting 
of the Lancaster County 
boat tax committee, pre-
viously postponed due to snow, 
will be held at 6 p.m. Monday, 
March 9, at the County Admin-
istration Building, 8311 Mary 
Ball Road. 

The committee is consider-
ing the impact of the county’s 
personal property tax levy on 
boats.

Thomas J. Murray, associate 
director of advisory service at 
the Virginia Institute of Marine 
Sciences, will present a report 
evaluating recreational marine 
hubs, said county administra-
tor Frank Pleva.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school 
board has rescheduled its 
monthly meeting from March 
9 to March 16.

The meeting will begin with 
a budget workshop at 4:30 p.m. 
at the School Administration 
Building, 2172 Northumber-
land Highway, Lottsburg.

COLONIAL BEACH—
Chairman Ida C. Hall recently 
announced the Potomac 
River Fisheries Commis-
sion will meet at 9 a.m. Friday, 
March 6, in the John T. Parran 
Hearing Room at the Potomac 
River Fisheries Commission, 
Carpenter Building, 222 Taylor 
Street, Colonial Beach.

Hall said all interested per-
sons are invited to attend this 
open public meeting.

Items on the agenda include 
a review of crab, fish and oyster 
harvest reports and advisory 
committee reports. Other items 
will include updates on the 
Oyster Management Reserve 
Program, Rotational Natural 
Oyster Harvest Program, Jones 
Shore Work Group and NOAA 
Sonar Survey preliminary 
results.

WHITE STONE—The town 
council will hold a public hear-
ing to solicit input on commu-
nity development and housing 
needs at 7 p.m. tonight, March 5, 
in the Town Office, 433 Rappah-
annock Drive, White Stone.

Input is needed on housing and 
development needs in relation 
to Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funding 
for a White Stone rehabilitation 
project. According to town man-
ager Patrick Frere, information 
regarding the amount of fund-
ing available, requirements on 
benefits for low- and moderate-
income persons and information 
on displacement assistance will 
be discussed. 

The town welcomes commu-
nity input in identifying housing 
and other infrastructure needs 
and all interested citizens and 
business owners are urged to 
attend, said Frere. 

Council will hold a second 
hearing on the CDBG project at 
7 p.m. March 26.

The Agenda
Local Government News

From left are Ian Kirkpatrick, Laurie Stevens Bond and 
Carol Kirkpatrick. Photo by Kent Bond

Kilmarnock couples meet
by coincidence in Curaco

Supervisors hold retreat
continued from page A1

of services in five years?” 
asked Chandler. “Have you 
done an inventory of assets, 
and the life expectancy of those 
building...like the schools...and 
how are you going to pay for 
new facilities?” 

He said citizens want to 
know how their tax dollars are 
being used.

Pleva noted public percep-
tion of the local tax burden was 
incorrect based on state and 
federal mandates to local gov-
ernment. 

“Citizens want to know why 
the county is raising taxes 
when the state and federal gov-
ernment aren’t,” he said.

“They don’t raise taxes, 
but they pass it on down to 
you (local government),” said 
Chandler.

In the discussion on how 
to plan for funding, Bellows 
suggested taking advantage 
of “economies of scale” by 
sharing services and assets 
with other counties or among 
schools and government.

“Instead of each county 
having the expense of separate 
central school offices, have a 
superintendent over the entire 
Northern Neck...as one school 
district,” he said. And rather 
than buying snowplows for the 
county and courthouse park-
ing lots, use the school district 
plows, he added.

“You can also do things 
collaboratively with another 
county. It doesn’t have to be an 
adjacent county,” said Chandler. 

Bellows suggested partner-
ing with another county to 
expand broadband/wireless 
technology.

Other strategies discussed 
included developing an infra-
structure plan that includes 
such things as public access, a 
master plan for county-owned 
property, creation of a busi-
ness/economic development 
position and a joint advisory 
committee with towns.

It was unclear when super-
visors last held a planning 
retreat. Saturday’s was the first 
in the 18 years Beauchamp has 
been a supervisor, he said.

KILMARNOCK—Donna 
Anderson, a director of the Boys 
& Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck (BGGCNN), is taking the 
helm.

She is following in the foot-
steps of Ed Fuehrer, who has led 
BGCNN from its inception in 
2006, and who will continue as a 
board member.

“In her five years on the board 
of the Boys & Girls Club, Donna 
has done it all,” said Fuehrer. 
“She is a true leader and is very 
passionate about the club and its 
mission. Most importantly, she 
leads from the front, which is 
exactly what we need.”  

Anderson has served on the 
board since 2009 and has been 
active in the development of the 
volunteer program for the club 
and various educational pro-
grams.

She has spearheaded or sup-
ported key annual fundrais-
ing events, such as the Steak & 
Burger Dinner and Casino Night.  
She also has served as vice chair-
man and treasurer.

Anderson has a bachelor’s in 
sociology from Old Dominion 
University and a master’s in man-
agement from Hampton Univer-
sity. She was a social work super-
visor in family services, child 
protective services, foster care 
and adoption. She also has served 
as an adjunct professor at Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University, 
where she helped establish the 
Virginia Institute for Social Work 
Training. She started a consulting 
business which focused on lead-
ership development, team align-
ment and executive coaching. 
She later worked for the Virginia 

Department of Transportation 
as a manager of organizational 
development and training, lead-
ing projects in leadership devel-
opment, diversity training and 
customer service.  

After her career, Anderson 
moved to the Northern Neck and 
looked for opportunities to “give 
back.”  She quickly focused on 
the BGCNN.  

“As a young organization, 

the needs were many,” Ander-
son recalls.  “Since then, we’ve 
matured, developed dozens of 
successful programs, and today 
serve nearly four hundred boys 
and girls who benefit academi-
cally, socially, and physically 
from the time they spend at the 
club.

“To meet their needs, every 
Boys & Girls Club program is 
focused on one of our three main 
tenets: academic success, good 
character and citizenship, and 
healthy lifestyles. We strive to 
provide an environment that is 
fun, safe and supportive—with 
exciting opportunities and recog-
nition for success. 

“Our community believes 
in the Boys & Girls Club, but 
many people have no idea of the 
scale of the programs we run, the 
number of volunteers and men-
tors we need, and the trained 
man and woman power—and 
yes, money—it takes to keep 
everything running. My job with 
our staff, parents, volunteers and 
board is clear-cut:  to continue 
to provide our youth with after-
school and summer opportunities 
to help build better futures.”

Anderson elected president
of Boys & Girls Club board

Donna Anderson

■
The 4 p.m. Burn Law allows 

burning only between 4 p.m. 
and midnight through April 30. 

Starting a fire before 4 p.m. 
during spring wildfire season 
is a Class 3 misdemeanor 
crime. In addition to a fine of 
not more than $500, the person 
responsible for the fire’s escape 
is financially liable for the cost 
of suppressing the fire and for 
damage caused to another’s 
property.

NEWS BREAK

Addendum
Photos courtesy of Rappa-

hannock River Oysters LLC 
appearing on the front page 
February 26 were taken by 
Daniel Bowen.
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Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett this 
week reported charges against six 
individuals.
Felonies

Mark A. Taylor, 27, of Hatton 
Avenue was charged February 
27 with possession with intent to 
distribute more than 1⁄2 ounce-
less than 5 pounds of marijuana 
and possession of a firearm by 
a convicted felon. He was also 
charged with carrying a con-
cealed weapon (misdemeanor) 
and failure to give required signal 
(traffic offense).
Misdemeanors

A Farnham woman, 38, was 
charged February 24 with fail-
ure to appear in court for a traffic 
summons.

A Beanes Road man, 38, was 
charged February 24 with con-
tempt of court. 

A Kathy Drive man, 23, was 
charged February 24 with con-
tempt of court.

A Rappahannock Drive man, 
47, was charged February 25 
as a fugitive from Maryland on 
charges related to drunk driving.

An Arlington man, 29, was 
charged February 27 with bran-
dishing a firearm, destruction of 
property, and assault and battery.
Activity report

February 23: Staff 
responded with Emergency Med-
ical Services (EMS) to a call on 
Reynolds Landing and to the area 
of Beanes Road to assist Nor-
thumberland authorities in locat-
ing a suspect.

February 24: Staff 
responded to a vehicle fire on Grif-
fins Landing Road, to a domestic 
disturbance call in the 20300 block 
of Mary Ball Road (uncoopera-
tive complainant), and to a suspi-
cious person/vehicle complaint 
in the 1600 block of Scott Road 
(family member of the named 
victim with whom the complain-
ant was not familiar); checked on 
the well-being of a Chiltons Point 
Road resident and a Youcomico 
Drive resident at the request of a 
concerned citizen (no emergency 
services needed in either case); 
and received a stalking complaint 
from a Greentown Road resident, 
and a vandalism report from a 
Lara Road resident (damages to a 
2003 Buick Rendezvous and 1998 
BMW; $3,000 loss). 

February 25: Staff responded 
to a domestic disturbance in the 
4800 block of Mary Ball Road, to 
Campbell Road on an animal con-
trol complaint (unfounded), with 
the Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a residential bur-
glary call on First Avenue (KPD 
investigation), and to a shots fired 

complaint in the area of Gaskins 
Road; checked on the well-being 
of a Clover Lane resident at the 
request of a concerned citizen 
(no emergency services needed), 
on the well-being of an Ocran 
Road resident at the request of the 
Department of Social Services (no 
emergency/intervention services 
needed), and on the well-being of 
a Rio Vista resident at the request 
of a concerned out-of-town family 
member (no emergency services 
needed); received a walk-in com-
plaint of annoying telephone calls 
(attempted fraud, no specific type 
of scam identified), a walk-in 
complaint of an attempted check 
fraud (no financial loss reported), 
a complaint from a school bus 
driver of a county animal control 
vehicle failing to stop for a school 
bus discharging students on 
Goodluck Road (the complainant 
was referred to the county admin-
istrator’s office; the sheriff’s office 
does not supervise animal con-
trol), a check forgery complaint 
from a Greentown Road resident 
(no criminal report filed by com-
plainant), and a protective order 
violation complaint from a Woods 
Drive resident; and notified the 
Virginia Department of Transpor-
tation (VDOT) of a downed stop 
sign at Goodluck Road and Jesse 
duPont Highway. 

February 26: Staff 
responded to a single-vehicle 
traffic crash, weather related, 
near Mary Ball and Kamps Mill 
roads, to a single-vehicle traffic 
crash on Taylors Creek Road, to a 
domestic disturbance on Alfonso 
Road, with KPD to an assault call 
on Claybrook Avenue, with KPD 
to a suspicious person complaint 
in the 100 block of Irvington 
Road (no criminal incident), and 
to a fight call in the 500 block of 
North Main Street; and received 
multiple reports of power outages 
and snow covered/icy roads in the 
Merry Point area.

February 27: Staff checked 
on the well-being of subject on 
Iberis Road (no emergency ser-
vices needed); received a motor-
ist’s complaint of a reckless driver 
in the area of River and Nuttsville 
roads (no officer in position to 
intercept), and a trespass/illegal 
dumping complaint from a resi-
dent of the Salt Aire subdivision; 
and checked on the well-being of 
a Corrotoman Drive resident at 
the request of a concerned citizen 
(no emergency services needed).

February 28: Staff noti-
fied Northumberland authorities 
of an animal strike accident on 
Beanes Road and an EMS call in 
the 3000 block of Brown’s Store 
Road; and responded to an E911 

disconnect call that originated 
in the area of the 2400 block of 
Merry Point Road (unable to 
locate the source of the call), 
to the 400 block of South Main 
Street to assist EMS, to a juvenile 
behavioral complaint on James 
Lane, with Virginia State Police 
(VSP) to a two-vehicle traffic 
crash in the 2200 block of Weems 
Road, and to the 5100 block of 
Mary Ball Road on a complaint 
of unruly teens.

March 1: Staff responded 
to a traffic crash involving an 
overturned vehicle that was then 
struck by another vehicle in the 
general vicinity of Mary Ball 
Road and Avis Trail (the road-
way was closed to traffic for 
approximately 1.5 hours; the 
crash was weather related), and to 
a single-vehicle traffic crash near 
Old Salem and Ring Farm roads 
(weather related; VDOT notified 
of icy road conditions); noti-
fied the owner of stray horses on 
Hoecake Road; and received an 
assault complaint from a White 
Stone area resident.

March 2: Staff responded to 
a domestic assault call on Regina 
Road, and with EMS to a personal 
alarm call on Turner Lane; noti-
fied VDOT of a traffic sign repair 
needed at Irvington and Weems 
Road; and received a residential 
burglary report from a Rose Lane 
resident ($40 necklace reported 
stolen), and attempted fraud com-
plaints from a White Stone area 
resident and another citizen who 
declined to provide an address 
(IRS scam in both instances; see 
http://www.usa.gov/topics/con-
sumer/scams-fraud/money/irs-
tax-scams.shtml for various types 
of fraud communications report-
edly from the IRS).

The sheriff’s staff also con-
ducted nine traffic stops, issued six 
summonses, assisted nine motor-
ists, reported two deer strike acci-
dents, handled three calls for traf-
fic control, investigated six build-
ing alarms, processed two mental 
health orders, logged four inmate 
transports, recorded 14 E911 hang 
up calls and fielded two calls for 
animal control service.

Fire calls
The Upper Lancaster Volun-

teer Fire Department responded 
to a vehicle fire on Griffins Land-
ing Road and a traffic crash on 
Mary Ball Road near Avis Trail.

The Kilmarnock VFD 
responded to a traffic crash on 
Taylors Creek Road and assisted 
EMS on Wiggins Avenue.

The White Stone VFD assisted 
EMS on Ice House Drive and 
responded to a traffic crash on 
Old Salem and Ring Farm roads.

RICHMOND—Gov. Terry McAuliffe last 
Thursday signed into law legislation to decriminal-
ize two medical marijuana derivatives for the treat-
ment of intractable epilepsy.

McAuliffe signed House Bill 1445 and Senate 
Bill 1235, which decriminalize the use of cannabi-
diol oil and THC-A oil by patients who suffer from 
persistent epileptic seizures. The bills contained an 
emergency clause and took effect immediately.

The new law does not provide a prescription 
for the substances; however, a certification from a 
doctor will serve as an “affirmative defense” for 
epilepsy patients arrested and charged with posses-
sion of marijuana.

In a news conference at the bills’ signing, Gov. 
McAuliffe said Virginia should not force families to 
move to other states to seek the medical treatment 
they need.

“This is common sense,” said Gov. McAuliffe. “It 
is the right thing to do. And this, in fairness, is what 
elected officials ought to do – to help people’s lives.”

“This bill is a triumph of science over fear,” said 
Sen. Dave Marsden, chief sponsor of SB 1235.

“If the science shows that we can better indi-
viduals’ lives by the use of marijuana and the oils, 
then I am always open to that,” said Gov. McAu-
liffe.

The oils, like THC-A, reportedly have anti-
inflammatory qualities, among other healing 
properties, but without the psychoactive effects of 
THC. Some 23 states and the District of Columbia 
have enacted various medical marijuana or mari-
juana decriminalization laws—and four have out-
right legalized recreational marijuana.

But many questions remain about how certifica-
tion holders and their families will obtain the oils, 
because medicinal marijuana is still illegal on a 
federal level.

Del. Dave Albo, R-Springfield, the chief spon-
sor of HB 1445, said state lawmakers and families 
tried to address this problem but found it “impos-
sible” under current federal law.

“The federal government has got some work to 
do,” Del. Albo said.

RICHMOND—The 2015 
General Assembly session has 
ended, with bills passed by 
the legislature—including the 
budget—awaiting a signature 
from Gov. Terry McAuliffe.

The General Assembly 
passed a budget bill totaling 
$96.2 million over the next two 
years. Included in that budget 
are a few new items of local 
interest.

The budget allocates 
$60,300 for the Northern Neck 
Technical Center in the second 
year of the biennium to expand 
its workforce readiness educa-
tion and industry-based skills 
and certification development 
efforts.

The Department of Health 
would receive an additional 
$225,000 in the second year 
to create three new positions 
in the shellfish sanitation 
program. This will allow the 
department to assess sources 
of bacterial contamination in 
shellfish waters and develop 
plans for safe harvest.

The budget also allocates 
$180,000 to the Department 
of Emergency Management to 
hire a search and rescue coor-
dinator. 

District 4 Sen. Ryan McDou-
gle’s SB 1184, which reforms 
the rules on missing persons, 
creates a uniform training stan-
dard, and establishes a coordi-
nator of search and rescue in 
the Department of Emergency 
Management, previously 
passed the House and Senate.

District 99 Del. Marga-
ret Ransone’s HB 1751, the 
Administrative Process Act, 
has passed the House and nar-
rowly passed the Senate, 22-17. 

The Administrative Process 
Act would require that if the 
Department of Planning and 
Budget finds that a regulatory 

Some of the affected families who had been lobbying for the bills’ passage were invited 
by Gov. Terry McAuliffe to stand behind him as he signed the legislation into law. 

there for us,” he said. Advocates Haley Smith, and her mother, Lisa, of White Stone, 
were joined by her father, Bobby, and brothers, Peyton and Parker, at the ceremony. 
The Smith family is standing over the governor’s left shoulder (above).

Gov. McAuliffe signs medical marijuana bills
by Michael Melkonian,Capital News Service

SHERIFF’S REPORT

Legislative session concludes
by Renss Greene

body’s proposal would have 
an adverse economic impact 
on localities or businesses, it 
would notify the joint commis-
sion on administrative rules, 
the House appropriation com-
mittee, and the Senate finance 
committee.

District 28 Sen. Richard 
Stuart’s SB 1464 would allow 

the governor to revise the total 
allowable menhaden landings 
if the Atlantic State Marine 
Fisheries Commission acts to 
increase the total allowable 
landings. Currently, an act of 
the General Assembly would 
be required to revise that 
quota; with this bill, the gover-
nor can revise that number by 
proclamation.

This bill has an emergency 
clause and goes into effect as 
soon as it is passed. The bill 
has passed both the House and 
Senate.

The legislature will recon-
vene on April 15 to consider 
the governor’s actions, recom-
mendations and vetoes.

■ Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol 

and Rifle Club will sponsor 
Refuse To Be A Victim, an 
award-winning crime preven-
tion and personal safety semi-
nar, from 7 to 9 p.m. March 
19 and 26 at Lancaster Com-
munity Library, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

The seminars will be open 
to the public at a cost of $40, 
which includes all program 
materials and light refresh-
ments. Pre-registration is 
required. To register, visit 
refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-be-a-
victim.aspx, or rprclub.com. 

NEWS BREAK
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Each year I judge the onset of spring by 
the blooming of ancient daffodils, the 

bulbs of which have been in our soil for over 
a century. In 1989 they burst into flower on 
January 20th as the first President Bush was 
taking his oath of office. Five years ago 
some of them exceeded that date by flow-
ering on the 11th. This year as I write this 
column on March 3rd, the first daffodil has 
yet to bloom.

In January I purchased some remainder 
bulbs to add to the collection, but have not 
gotten them in the ground, thus perhaps 
we shall have crocuses in June. Last year’s 
frozen ground presented me with a similar 
situation, and we had jonquils well after the 
onset of summer, but bloom they ultimately 
did.

This winter has set the record for icicles 
as well. We have had some reaching down 
almost two feet, finally dripping onto the 
frozen tundra. The perpetual freeze has 
made watering the animals a continuous 
process with the pails needing constant 
replenishment as the buckets would start to 

freeze as soon as the water was poured into 
them. Gladys and Lou, the pair of geese, 
rush to drink, fearful that their liquid 
refreshment will freeze if they tarry.

Gladys has become irritated by the 
weather, and began laying her daily egg two 
weeks ago, albeit with a few days off over 
the course of these last several days. She is 
eating more than usual, which I hope is a 
sign of anticipated heavy production this 
year. In addition, Lou is being especially 
solicitous of her welfare. He has been happy 

these past two-and-a-half years, having left 
“widowerhood” behind him, and returning 
to a state of connubial bliss. Unlike some 
male species, he remains friendly to humans 
in the course of his unfolding potential 
paternal responsibilities.

Two faithful chickens have continued to 
lay an egg apiece each day, and thoughtfully 
let the world know it so that I can go out 
to collect the eggs before they freeze. Their 
older coopmates are less concerned, and 
probably consider themselves permanently 
retired at this point.  

Our hills have been melting more rap-
idly than the lawn and barnyard, but nary 
a sled has coasted down them all winter. 
This is the preferable year for sledding as 
last year’s crop was soybeans, whereas next 
year’s will be corn, which leaves somewhat 
more uneven stubble even after being fol-
lowed by wheat.  

Almost 20 years ago Richard Wolfe and 
his late wife, Lynn, loaned us their unused 
woodstove that we installed in our library, 
where it remains on what has become a 

truly long-term loan. When the power went 
out two weeks ago, we moved to the library, 
kept warm and had tea off of the woodstove, 
in the illumination of my grandparents’ oil 
lamps from Colonial Beach. We have a 
new woodbox on the porch, which fortu-
nately is well stocked, all of which means 
that we have remained comfortable, if a bit 
restricted throughout the big, long chill.

In my bachelor days I had several winter-
time interruptions with trips to Florida and 
the Bahamas. When I returned home I found 
I could handle what was left of the cold, 
having seen azaleas in bloom in February. 
This year the dearth of early daffodils has 
made the hibernation more intense. Clearly, 
the groundhog was right when he stepped 
out on the morning of February 2nd, only to 
return and remain unseen to date.

Happily Remo is not competing with 
Boston or Buffalo for snowfall records, but 
the time has come for spring. The animals 
are ready; the daffodils are set, and I am 
more than agreeable to see the end of winter, 
even if I did miss sledding this season. 

The perpetual freeze has 
made watering the animals a 
continuous process with the 
pails needing constant replen-
ishment as the buckets would 
start to freeze as soon as the 
water was poured into them.

Focal Point

Three deer jumped the fence into this yard in Reedville in the midst of the 

Photo by Maureen Gillmer

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

YOUR LETTERS

The Northumberland County 
Board of Supervisors would 
like to recognize all our emer-
gency services volunteers who 
responded to calls during the 
recent winter weather events.

It is comforting knowing 
that we have persons willing to 
volunteer through such severe 
conditions. Everyone knows 
that each call takes a lot of time 
and effort and we respect and 
appreciate the service you do 
for the county.

The citizens need to be 
grateful that there are people 
who work so hard and do not 
ask for anything in return.

Northumberland
County Administrator

Volunteers
recognized

Obama recently stated: “Islam 
has always been a part of Ameri-
ca’s history.”

He’s right. It was the inces-
sant attacks on American ships 
on trans-Atlantic voyages by 
the Islamic Barbary pirates 
that inspired Thomas Jefferson 
to create America’s Navy.

Americans fought these thugs 
and thieves for a total of 32 years 
before securing some semblance 
of safe passage to and from 
Europe and Africa to America.

In the Marine Corps Hymn, 
“From the Halls of Montezuma 
to the shores of Tripoli…” verses 
were written about those tumul-
tuous years and America’s fierce 
determination to free American 
slaves and the seas from Islamic 
demoniacs.

Keith Ellison, the first Muslim 
in the House of Representatives, 
was sworn in on a Koran that 
once belonged to Thomas Jeffer-
son. Apparently, and ignorantly 
believing that gave him and his 
barbaric ‘faith’ some validity.

Jefferson had obtained a 
Koran trying to understand our 
enemy. He had been told that 
Islam’s murderous ways and 
their booming slave trade were 
part of their ‘faith.’ He was told 
it was the duty of Muslims to 
murder infidels (any non-mus-
lim), or enslave them to get to 
‘paradise.’

Jefferson considered Islam 
to be malicious and vicious, an 
enemy of Western civilization. 
What was true then is true today, 
though this lawless administra-
tion would have you believe it is 
the American patriot that is the 
problem.

Mr. Obama, the role Islam 
played in the history of America 
was creating the African slave 
trade, which tainted our past, 
infecting and rotting the soul of 
our nation. Islam’s role in our 
history includes that, as well as, 
raping and pillaging the open 
seas.

Mr. Obama, Islam is a cancer 
infecting your oval office, your 
policies, and your agenda to 
spread bloody murder through 
the global instability that you, 
sir, have created.

A history of Islam-
U.S. relations

In the most contentious veto of 
his tenure, President Obama has 
rejected legislation that would 
have cleared the way for con-
struction of the Keystone XL 
Pipeline. What continues, how-
ever, is the debate raging around 
jobs the project was expected to 
create.

Before the bill reached his 
desk, Republicans were lining up 
to slam the president’s veto as a 
job killer.

The pipeline will reportedly 
create roughly 42,000 jobs, most 
of them construction jobs lasting 
about 19 weeks. This sounds like 
a lot of jobs until you consider 
that our economy is adding hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs every 
month, 257,000 added in January 
alone.

Still, 42,000 jobs, even if 
they’re temporary, is nothing to 
ignore. The reality, though, is that 
Keystone XL is not happening 
any time soon. So, if this Con-
gress wants to create jobs, there is 
a legislative proposal that would 
add 2.1 million jobs to the econ-
omy over the next decade without 
the federal government having to 
spend a dime to create those jobs.

The proposal is George Shultz’ 
Carbon Fee and Dividend. Shultz, 
former secretary of state under 
Ronald Reagan, promotes this 
plan as the conservative answer to 
climate change, because it won’t 
increase the size of government.

It works like this:
 A steadily-rising fee—start-

ing at $15 per ton of carbon-
dioxide—is placed on fossil fuels 
at or near the first point of sale, 
increasing by $10 per ton of CO2 
each year. Revenue from the fee 
is divided equally and returned 
to all households. Border adjust-
ment tariffs are placed on imports 
from nations that do not have an 
equivalent carbon-pricing mech-
anism in order to maintain a level 
playing field for American busi-
nesses. 

This is a conservative eco-
nomic approach that is revenue 
neutral.

Keystone XL 
Pipeline veto

This past week we have wit-
nessed another executive branch 
overreach. The Federal Commu-
nication Commission, a group of 
unelected bureaucrats, passed a 
342-page regulation that will in 
effect regulate the internet.

To add insult to the citizenry, 
the bureaucracy would not reveal 
the regulations until it passed 
and the brazen FCC chairman 
refused to testify before Con-
gress. The White House and left 
wing groups, including the vil-
lainous George Soros, contrib-
uted approximately $196 million 
dollars to the cause of passage.

The ramifications of this mon-
strosity will be ominous. Just 
imagine a time in which you will 
be required to obtain a permit for 
your website. Your website will 
be scrutinized for content and if it 
is found that you publish writings 
that are in opposition to our dear 
leader, you guessed it, no permit 

‘Bureau of
the Internet’

or access to the internet to publish 
your thoughts. If you think I am 
exaggerating, is this not the same 
regime that used the IRS to target 
its political opposition?  This is 
just another example of tyranny 
and the loss of our liberties. 

In Mark Levin’s book, The 
Liberty Amendments, he advo-
cates that during an Article V 
Convention of States, one con-
stitutional amendment that could 
be offered would solve this prob-
lem. In part he writes, “All fed-
eral departments and agencies 
shall expire if said departments 
and agencies are not individu-
ally reauthorized in stand-alone 
reauthorization bills every three 
years by a majority vote of the 
House of Representatives and the 
Senate.”

I support this effort to reduce 
the power of the executive branch 
and hope that our elected repre-
sentatives will one day in the near 
future do their constitutional duty 
and not abdicate their legislative 
authority to unelected bureau-
crats. 

Montross 

I can’t stand silently by while 
religious-right politicians hijack 
our founding fathers’ vision 
of religious freedom, and their 
desire for separation of church 
and state in our government.

I think our forefathers meant 
that freedom “of ” religion also 
means freedom “from” reli-
gion. Our ancestors left “home” 
because of religious persecu-
tion. 

A new nation was formed 
with new views of governmental 
responsibility. We were prom-
ised certain rights endowed by 
our “creator.” The Bill of Rights 
gave the freedom of religion. 
No official God or religious 
icon was specified. Therefore, 
our country’s laws should not 
reflect religious morals. 

Yet politicians seem intent on 
shoveling conservative “Chris-
tian” beliefs down our throats. 
Professed Christians should 
be tolerant of other beliefs 
and let “God” be the judge of 
those who are not in lockstep 
with their personal beliefs. It 
is patently un-Christian, disin-
genuous, and unbecoming to 
bash gays, immigrants, Jews 
and Islamists in a public forum. 

I am not a liberal Democratic 
atheist. I am a retired Air Force 
veteran, and a regular voter. I 
have never voted for a Demo-
cratic president. I was raised 
as a Baptist, but do not cur-
rently practice formal religion; 
however, I know a little about 
“Christianity,”  and I under-
stand tolerance and respect for 
the rights and feelings of others.

I believe politicians are 
usurping our freedom by enact-
ing laws that reflect their myopic 
views, thus effectively clos-
ing the intended gap between 
church and state.

 “Christians,”open your 
eyes to the concept of freedom 
“from” religion. 

Freedom
from religion

YOUR LETTERS

According to an exhaustive 
survey by the non-profit group 
Freedom House, the number of 
free countries in the world has 
risen from 44 in 1973 to 88 today. 
That is 45% of the countries in 
the world, meaning the number of 
“not free” countries has been cut 
in half, and there is more democ-
racy and freedom in the world 
than ever.

As measured in the Index of 
Economic Freedom, published 
by the Heritage Foundation think 
tank and Wall Street Journal, the 
opportunity for people to pro-
vide for themselves, globally, has 
risen consistently for two decades 
and hit an all-time high in 2014. 
The driving force behind all this 

Free the economy freedom, safety and well-being is 
capitalism and strong economies. 
I would also mention sound cur-
rencies.

If a country manages its 
finances well and engages in 
productive behavior, its currency 
appreciates over the long term, 
says Dr. David Eifrig, editor of 
Income Intelligence. But if a 
country racks up huge debts and 
runs its finances like a drug addict, 
its currency depreciates over the 
long term. Instead of asking citi-
zens to accept needed changes in 
government policy (so-called aus-
terity measures like less welfare) 
politicians instead choose cur-
rency devaluation.

Can our government continue 
to “govern” extravagantly with 
impunity, circulating depreciat-

ing fiat currency, printing and emit-
ting it like pollen while citizens 
and our “free market” economy 
rely on this common currency that 
is losing safety, value and purchas-
ing power due to ongoing govern-
ment induced inflation? 

Is this yet another government 
sponsored economic tsunami 
that further immerses us in the 
quagmires of crony capitalism, 
increased wealth-disproportion, 
poverty, class conflict and inequal-
ity?

Might these disparities incite 
our current political elite to 
adversely widen the distance 
between the governed and the 
governing classes, which is a nem-
esis of democracy and freedom 
throughout the world?

Lancaster

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the March 2, 1905, Virginia Citi-

zen)

Saturday the mails crossed the Rappahannock, 
three miles wide, at Tappahannock to Warsaw, the 
first time for 35 days.

J. A. Robertson, of lower Lancaster, recovered his 
raft of poles way down at New Point. A party saw 
his advertisement in Va. Citizen and notified him of 
the find.

Until the route to Urbanna was opened after 
ten day’s cessation, the lower Northern Neck kept 
in touch with the outside world by telephone to 
Fredericksburg. The Northern Neck telephone line 
behaved very commendably during the “freeze,” 
and the managers, next to Providence, are to be 
thanked for its efficiency.

Angelo and Cleve Robbins, of lower Lancaster, 
from whom there were no tidings for nearly a 
month, reached home some days ago. More than 
a month ago they started from Crisfield, Md., in a 
bugeye they had gone to fish in, when the blizzard 
struck them. They took up on Tangier Island, where 

they remained until some ten days ago, when they 
succeeded in sailing across the bay. The people of 
hospitable Tangier were exceedingly kind to the 
cast-a-ways.

Since the weather has moderated oystermen find 
that many of the inshore oysters were destroyed by 
the freeze. It is difficult yet to tell about the deep 
water ones.   While death may not as yet resulted 
to many in deep water the cold has left them all so 
weak it is safe to assume that a good percent of them 
will still die.

A Baltimore dispatch of one week ago says: “For 
the first time in the history of the city, Baltimore, in 
the heart of the oyster season, is without oysters. In 
the large fleet of vessels anchored in Canton Hollow 
and off Federal Hill, there are not enough oysters to 
make a oyster pie. The predicted oyster is now here 
and lovers of the bivalve must expect to do without 
them until the thaw comes, which will enable the 
oystermen to get a fresh supply for this market.”

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer of the 
Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library)
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Constance Coling with 
her husband

She’s Playing 
Tennis and 
Running 
After Her 
Grandchildren Again.
After a more conservative approach to repairing her 
injured knee, Constance wasn’t quite ready to resume all the 

activities that made her life so fulfilling. But 
after she and orthopedic surgeon Hugh Bryan 
III, MD, made the decision to replace her knee 
joint, she knew she was back. 

Read Constance’s story at 
riversideonline.com/orthostories.

Are you living with joint pain?
Make an appointment  
today (804) 693-4645.Hugh M. Bryan, III, MD

York River Orthopedic  
& Sports Medicine

riversideonline.com/ortho

Do you Remember?

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

This week concludes the 2015 legislative 
session and I am glad to finally head back to 
the 99th District and to my family. This has 
been an eventful session and the legislature 
has considered a number of important issues.

Several of my bills have passed the House 
and Senate and are now on their way to the 
governor’s desk for consideration.

This week, the House and Senate voted on 
the conference report containing amendments 
to the state biennial budget.

Highlights of this year’s amendments 
include: 

-
ing from the amount originally adopted in the 
two-year budget.

state’s next rainy-day fund deposit. 

fees and $33 million in debt proposed by the 
governor. 

-
tions to the state retirement plans (VRS). 

The budget continues to protect funding 
for K-12 education in the Commonwealth. 
In addition, the House and Senate agreed to 
provide funding for a raise for teachers and 
support staff. 

I submitted a budget amendment this year 
to fund a new career counselor for the North-
ern Neck Technical Center (NNTC), which 
was approved this week. 

Based on improving economic conditions 
this year, the House and Senate also agreed to 
restore most of the funding to higher educa-
tion that had been cut as a result of last year’s 
budget shortfall. 

The House and Senate voted to provide 
over $130 million for a “health care safety 
net.” These funds will provide targeted ser-
vices to roughly 22,000 seriously mentally-ill 

patients, including prescription benefits. 
In addition, the budget includes double the 
operational funding for Virginia’s free clinics, 
funds behavioral health community services, 
and increases funding for children’s psychia-
try and crisis services. 

Another important item included in the 
final budget amendments is a raise for Vir-
ginia’s sheriffs and state police officers. These 
brave men and women deserve our support as 
they risk themselves every day to protect our 
communities.

Local governments will be glad to see the 
elimination of a provision from the previous 
budget that reduced aid to localities by $30 
million. This funding will now remain with 
local governments rather than reverting to 
the Commonwealth. State deposits into the 
teacher retirement fund will also spare locali-
ties from over $30 million in required teacher 
retirement costs. 

Now that the House and Senate have acted 
on all legislation before the General Assem-
bly this year, all the bills that have passed 
will be sent to the governor for consideration. 
The governor will have 30 days to review the 
bills and decide whether to sign, amend, or 
veto them. We are then scheduled to return to 
Richmond on April 15 to consider the gover-
nor’s actions. 

As always, I am honored to represent the 
99th District in the Virginia House of Del-
egates and appreciate your support. I am 
excited to return home to the district full-time 
to focus on family, my business, and meet-
ing with constituents from throughout the 
region to hear about issues that are important 
to them.

Should you have any questions about legis-
lation or other state government issues, please 
contact me, delmransone@house.virginia.
gov.

The Congressional Report
by Rep. Rob Wittman

The weather in our region 
has been a bit temperamen-

tal in recent weeks as winter 
continues to run its course, but 
that doesn’t mean the outdoors 
are completely off limits. 

Recently, I was thrilled to 
join the Quantico Injured Mili-
tary Sportsmen Association 
hosting a number of wounded 
warriors in Westmoreland 
County for a waterfowl hunt. 
These individuals embody 
the courage and selflessness 
shown by all members of our 
armed services, and they are a 
reminder of the need for Con-
gress to effectively provide for 
our servicemen and women, 
both as they serve and when 
they return home. It was an 
honor for me to spend time 
with them enjoying our bounti-
ful outdoors.

The 114th Congress is just 
getting going in Washington. A 
few weeks ago, the White 
House released the president’s 
budget proposal. This is the 
first step of the annual budget 
process, and I am eager for 
the House to put forth its own 
budget proposal. As you may 
know, I have introduced a bill 

called the No Budget, No Pay 
Act, which would prohibit 
members of Congress from 
being paid if their respec-
tive chamber has not passed 
a budget resolution by April 15.

While listening to the 
president’s recent State of the 
Union Address, I was greatly 
concerned that he failed to 
mention the importance of 
staving off the automatic 
defense budget cuts approach-
ing later this year known as the 
sequester. I am pleased that 
the Administration’s budget 
proposal does recognize the 
need to restore funding to 
readiness accounts, but I am 
not encouraged by the means 
with which the president aims 
to accomplish this. The presi-
dent seems too set on raising 
taxes and expanding spending 
programs without ever balanc-
ing the budget. I believe that 
we must get on path to a bal-
anced budget, and we must 
pass comprehensive tax reform 
to create a fair, balanced code 
that encourages savings, invest-
ment, and economic growth.

 Above all, Congress and the 
president must work together 

to find responsible mechanisms 
for preventing these astronomi-
cal defense cuts from taking 
place. Our defense budget has 
already been hit with an unbal-
anced set of drastic cuts in 
recent years, and our military 
leaders have sounded the alarm 
that our force will be devas-
tated if the sequester is allowed 
to take place. 

These cuts would also have 
a terrible impact on the capa-
bilities and spirit of our federal 
civilian workers, who have 
already been forced to undergo 
years of uncertainty as the 
government has lurched from 
one funding crisis to another. 
I reiterated my commitment 
to returning to regular budget 
order at an annual conference 
of the American Federation of 
Government Employees last 
week. I’m proud to represent 
the many current and retired 
federal employees who call 
the First District home, and as 
chairman of the House armed 
services readiness subcom-
mittee, I will continue to work 
with my colleagues to stave off 
the sequester and return to a 
consistent budgeting schedule.

Melody H. Clarke, Middle Atlantic Regional Coordinator for Heritage Action, will speak at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, March 10, at the Ruritan Club, 3989 Whitechapel Road, Lively. The meeting is open 
to the public and hosted by the 99th District Tea Party. 

Clarke will present a skills clinic to address activities constituents can use to keep their elected 
officials accountable, reported president Don Johnson. Heritage Action is the activist leg of the 
conservative Heritage Foundation, noted for research that informs its membership and Congress 
about public policy issues. 

More than 30 citizens registered for the presentation scheduled for January 27, which was post-
poned due to weather, said Johnson. Those registrations have been transferred to the March 10 
event.

Session will address actions 
for holding officials accountable

Correction
The Focal Point photo in 

the February 26 paper was not 
taken by Bill Cronheim. How-
ever, he did submit the photo.

 ...that a comprehensive 
study was performed of 13,950 
peer-reviewed climate articles 
from 1991 to 2012 and that 
only 24 rejected the scientific 
view that humans are causing  
global warming?

This work follows that of 
Oreskes (Science, 2005) who 
searched for articles published 
between 1993 and 2003 with 
the same conclusion. 

Also, the American Asso-
ciation for the Advancement 
of Science published a recent 
document titled What We 
Know: the Reality, Risks and 
Response to Climate Change 
that stated “Climate scientists 
agree: Humans are driving 
climate change.” jamespowell.
org/PeChart/piechart.hmml. 

(Submitted by the Citizens 
Climate Lobby) 

Did you know...
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LMS student artists respond to snow sculpture challenge
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Instead of joining in the chorus 
of snow, snow, go away with 

most parents and educators 
across the Northern Neck last 
week, Lancaster Middle School 
art teacher Marilyn Sprouse 
issued a challenge to her stu-
dents. 

When six inches of wet snow 
fell last Thursday, Sprouse sent 
out text messages to the few 
student contacts she had on her 
cellphone. 

It read, “This snow is a good 
packing snow...Competition is 
on...Best snowman/snow sculp-
ture wins a prize! Text or email 
your pictures to me. It’s on for 
all kids too, so if you know em, 
spread the word! Most of all, 
have fun!”  

Within minutes the challenge 
appeared on Twitter and a few 
Facebook pages and “by Thurs-
day evening, the pictures were 
coming in so diverse, that I was 
amazed,” said Sprouse. “I know 
our Lancaster youth and expect 
great things, but WOW! Fami-
lies really got their creative on!”

Sprouse contacted the school 
web page designer to display 
the photos on the website. She 
received 42 entries.

of Lancaster, built a life-size 
version of Olaf. She placed her 
tiny stuffed snowman beside 
her creation.

Softball player Rachel Taft of White Stone is ready 
for the snow to go and the season to begin. 

Lyric and Liberty Pinn built a 

Carissa and Madison Davis of Lancaster 
built a snow version of the Big Friendly 

students across the Northern Neck just 
The BFG, as a 

One School, One Book project. 

More snow photos from readers may be found at RRecord.com

Connor Verlander, Austin Hinkle 
and Jaxton Hinkle pal around 
with SpongeBob SquarePants 
during their snow day. 


