
KILMARNOCK—Snow accumulated from 
6 to 12 inches deep across the lower Northern 
Neck Monday, February 16, blocking roads and 
closing schools and businesses on Tuesday.

Gov. Terry McAuliffe declared a state of 
emergency in Virginia earlier Monday and snow 
began falling by mid-afternoon in the Northern 
Neck.

By sunrise Tuesday accumulations of 6 to 8 
inches were reported in the Kilmarnock area 
and up to 12 inches near Windmill Point. Melt-

ing may be slow. As the cleanup began, temper-
atures remained below freezing and frigid con-
ditions are predicted for the rest of this week. 

“This storm could bring difficult travel and 
widespread power outages for the next few 
days,” said Gov. McAuliffe. “Please postpone 
travel during the storm, charge up your mobile 
devices so you can stay in touch and take time 
to check on your neighbors in case they need 
help.”

He advised residents to be prepared to care 
for themselves and their families for at least 72 
hours with a gallon of water per day per person 

and food that would not require electricity to 
prepare. He also recommended they have bat-
tery-powered radios to listen for weather fore-
casts and information. Always run generators 
outside in a well-ventilated area, he advised.

The Virginia Department of Transportation 
reported crews began working 12 hour shifts 
around the clock Monday night to clear roads. 

In the Fredericksburg district, which includes 
the Northern Neck, VDOT is operating nearly 
900 pieces of equipment to plow and spread 
sand and salt.

Main roads were mostly clear by noon 
Monday but side roads remained snow-filled, 
icy and hazardous. 

RICHMOND—If you listened to the 
radio in 1980, you remember Robbin 
Thompson.

That was the year the Robbin Thomp-
son Band released “Two B’s Please,” 
an album with the songs “Candy Apple 
Red,” “Brite Eyes” and “Sweet Virginia 
Breeze.” All three charted in the south-
east, “Brite Eyes” charted nationally, 
and now, “Sweet Virginia Breeze” has 
been nominated again for state song of 
Virginia.

The year 1980 also was about 10 years 
before Thompson docked his first boat in 
Deltaville.

“I find myself there a lot, even in the 
wintertime, because it’s quiet and it gets 
me out of the house,” Thompson said. “It 
all has to do with my boat and my music.”

Thompson has lived in Richmond 
since moving there to study advertising 
at VCU in 1969. He had grown up in 
Florida, his father a Boeing aerospace 
engineer at Cape Canaveral. When his 
father was transferred to Seattle, Thomp-
son decided he didn’t want to go. He and 
some friends left, “gallivanting across 
the country,” and wound up at Wood-
stock. He came straight from Woodstock 
to Richmond.

These days, he keeps his sailboat, a 

1968 C&C Invader named Songbird, in 
a slip in Deltaville when he’s away. When 
he’s visiting, he anchors it in Mill Creek 
off the Great Wicomico River.

“I’ve been sailing the bay for a pretty 
long time, 20-some years,” said Thomp-
son.

His passions for sailing and music 

have run together. His 1998 album “Out 
on the Chesapeake” was composed on 
the water.

“Everything that I wrote on that album 
was written on that boat,” Thompson 
recalled.

Thompson will bring his band to the 
Lancaster Middle School Theater Feb-

ruary 28 for a concert to benefit the 
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department. 
He said he has gotten more particular 
about where he plays since the ‘80s, 
when he “got tired of the bar scene.” The 
KVFD concert got a closer look, how-
ever, because of the area.

“It gets a harder look when it involves 
something that has to do with the bay, 
because I’m attracted to those kinds of 
things,” Thompson said.

His longtime traveling sound engi-
neer, Jan Williams of Lancaster, donates 
his services to the concert every year. 
This year, he asked Robbin Thompson to 
bring the band, and the band agreed.

“It has to be a certain venue and a cer-
tain thing for the band really to get back 
together,” Thompson said. “So when we 
get together, we do a lot of older stuff 

because we know all that. We’ll do some 
of the newer things as well.”

Now, Thompson is co-owner of In 
Your Ear Sound and Video Production, 
a suite of studios tucked away behind 
the restored brick facades of four town-
homes in Richmond. The company has 
done sound production for national hit 
artists like Trey Songz and Chris Brown, 
blockbuster movies like “Gladiator” and 
“The Help,” and steady, well-known 
work on advertising and TV.

“I have survived in this business from 
a couple of things,” Thompson said. “I 
was lucky enough to get plugged into the 
advertising world when I needed to, and 
I never lived beyond my means. I didn’t 
become a big superstar, mega-hit record, 
and get checks that you can buy houses 
and cars with, but I did okay. And I just 
never bought fancy cars and big houses. 
I bought houses that was I comfortable 
in. My vision of retirement is having a 
sailboat and a vintage trailer.”

Tickets for the Robbin Thompson 
Band at the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater are $25 for general admission, 
$35 for premium seats. Doors open at 7 
p.m.; the show begins at 8 p.m. Advance 
tickets are on sale at Noblett’s Inc., Hair 
Design Studio in Kilmarnock and rtb@
fcpsound.net. Tickets also will be avail-
able at the door.
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Snow blankets lower Northern Neck
Mike Hudgins of Hudgins Nursery on Tuesday clears snow from in front of 
Commonwealth Assisted Living in Kilmarnock. Photo by Renss Greene

The morning after the storm, the sun breaks through the clouds above the 
Rappahannock River.  However, frigid temperatures remained. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

From the bay to the stage, Robbin Thompson looks forward to local visits

Robbin Thompson tunes up a guitar inside his studio, In Your Ear 
Music and Video Production, hidden away behind the restored brick 
facades of four old townhouses in Richmond.

Robbin Thompson Band
7 p.m. February 28

LMS Theater 
Kilmarnock

$25-$35
Purchase tickets at

Noblett’s Inc.,
Hair Design Studio,
rtb@fcpsound.net,

or at the door.

by Renss Greene

by Renss Greene

HEATHSVILLE—The audit of 
Northumberland county’s fiscal year 
2014 came up clean.

Robinson, Farmer, Cox Associ-
ates, the firm that conducted the 
audit, gave Northumberland an 
“unqualified” opinion, which in this 

case means there were no problems 
with the audit.

According to the audit, at the close 
of the year, the county was in a posi-
tive net position. Assets exceeded 
its liabilities by $16,072,616. Last 
year, the county’s net position was 
$18,573,188, although fiscal year 
2013 was before the $2 million proj-

ect to construct a new sheriff ’s office.
“On the outside, I think everything 

went pretty well here,” said Paul Lee, 
who represented the firm at the board 
of supervisors meeting February 12.

Lee cautioned the county on two 
topics: the animal shelter budget, 
and a possible conflict on interest in 
contracting.

“I think the board really needs to 
decide if the animal shelter’s going 
to be a department of the county in 
the general fund, or on its own,” Lee 
said. “And if it’s on its own, they 
really need to get finances outside 
of the county’s books, because it 
doesn’t work being part in, part out.”

He suggested that the animal shelter 

might be more appropriately handled 
as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.

“There’s an employee that also 
does some maintenance contract 
work for the sanitary district, and 
you just need to make sure you’re 
at an arm’s length transaction when 
you’re contracting that person,” Lee 
added.

Northumberland County gets clean audit report
by Renss Greene

SNOW BLANKETS, continued on page A2
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The storm caused few power 
outages; at mid-afternoon 
Tuesday Dominion Virginia 
Power reported a single Mid-
dlesex County customer with-
out power and Northern Neck 
Electric reported none.

On Tuesday afternoon, Lan-
caster chief of emergency ser-
vices Terry McGregor reported 
Lancaster had not needed to 
open any emergency shelters, 
and didn’t expect to open Lan-
caster Middle School as an 
emergency shelter. He said 
shelters can be arranged on a 
small or case-by-case basis at 
churches and the YMCA.

Northumberland emergency 
services coordinator Rick 
McClure said Northumberland 
also had not needed to open 
shelters.

“It’s actually going pretty 
well,” McClure said.

If Northumberland needed 
to open an emergency shelter, 
McClure said, most likely it 
would be at Northumberland 
High School.

Arctic-like weather is 
expected through the weekend 
and both counties will release 
information through social 
media, radio and newspapers, 
should they need to open shel-
ters.

The February 16-17 snowfall presented seasonal photo 
opportunities for shutterbugs throughout the area. This 
winter scene at Natty Point on Dividing Creek caught 
the lens of Wendy Deihl.

Perched above Carters Creek, Tides Inn general manager Gordon Slatford aimed his 
camera towards the Rappahannock River for this scenic shot. More photos submitted 
by readers appear at RRecord.com.

IRVINGTON—A triathlon 
event planned for September will 
not take place after all.

Plans for triathlon in Irvington are sidelined
by Audrey Thomasson In an update report last week 

by Irvington town council 
member Jerry Latell, within days 
of Richmond Multisports pitch-
ing the event to the Irvington 

Town Council last December, the 
event planning company was sold 
to new owners.

The triathlon, which would 
have included a 5-K run, 750-
meter swim in Carters Creek 
and 20-mile bike ride, may have 
competed with Lancaster by the 
Bay Chamber of Commerce’s 
annual RiverRide. Additionally, 
a national biking event is sched-
uled to take place in Richmond 
around the same time.

“They felt it was too much to 
run two bike races side-by-side,” 
said Tides Inn general manager 
Gordon Slatford.

Multisports operations coor-
dinator Andy Moser is running 
the company now, according to 
Latell, and would like to consider 
holding the event in Irvington 
next year.

In other business, town council 
authorized the planning commis-
sion to start the process of look-
ing into a new ordinance that 
would address future plans by the 
Tides Inn to build high-density 

■
The 4 p.m. Burn Law allows burning only between 4 p.m. and mid-

night through April 30. 
Starting a fire before 4 p.m. during spring wildfire season is a Class 

3 misdemeanor crime. In addition to a fine of not more than $500, the 
person responsible for the fire’s escape is financially liable for the cost 
of suppressing the fire and for damage caused to another’s property.

■ Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol and Rifle Club will sponsor Refuse To 

Be A Victim®, an award-winning crime prevention and personal 
safety seminar, from 7 to 9 p.m. March 19 and 26, at Lancaster Com-
munity Library, 235 School Street, Kilmarnock.

The seminars will be open to the public with a cost of $40. Pre-
registration is required. To register, visit refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-be-a-
victim.aspx, or rprclub.com. 

housing at Tides Lodge.
Members also approved codi-

fication of the town’s ordinances, 
which were assembled and 
bound into a book at the town 
hall. They also will be available 
on the town’s website. Members 
applauded town attorney Wes 
Charlton’s work in preparing the 
ordinances for publication. 

Councilman Mike Merrill 
suggested council consider post-
ing larger signs at the edge of 
town to let drivers know they 
are entering or exiting Irvington. 
Merrill said he was concerned 
people might think the blight cre-
ated by boarded up businesses on 
Irvington Road are within town 
limits. No action was taken.

NEWS BREAK

Snow blankets lower Northern Neck
continued from page A1

Tiffany Walters catches Tinsley Walters, 1, of Weems 

Joyce Smith of Callao recorded about 7 inches of snow 
along Ridge Road. 
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KILMARNOCK—An arctic blast 
that blew through Lancaster County and 
the Northern Neck about 8:30 p.m. on 
Valentine’s night brought wind gusts of 
up to 50 miles per hour, brief white-out 
conditions with horizontal snow and 
power outages to over 6,000 customers. 

The arctic blast was part of a polar 
vortex that moved across the country and 
plummeted temperatures to single digits 
with wind chills below zero, according 

to television meteorologists. 
About 900 Northern Neck Electric 

customers lost power Saturday night. The 
majority of those were in the Crosshills 
Road area of Northumberland County, 
just off Route 200 between Kilmarnock 
and Wicomico Church, according to 
Andrew Packett, public relations spe-
cialist with Northern Neck Electric. 

About 400 customers in that area, 
including 300 in Northumberland and 
100 in Lancaster, lost power when five 
poles went down, said Packett. 

According to Sam Walker, manager 

of construction for Virginia Domin-
ion Power from the Northern Neck to 
Gloucester, some 5,800 customers in 
Northumberland County were without 
power and 800 customers were left in the 
dark in Lancaster County.

Crews worked through the night and 
by Sunday morning power had been 
restored to 3,000 in Northumberland and 
400 in Lancaster. 

“By Monday, there were a handful of 
scattered pockets of less than 30 people 
without power,” he said. “Most were in 
isolated places.”

According to Lancaster chief of emer-
gency services Terry McGregor, the 
majority of power outages were along 
Route 200 from Kilmarnock to Wicom-
ico Church and down Bluff Point Road. 
“Cox’s Farm Road was also hit hard,” he 
said.   

According to Packett, customers in 
the Balls Neck area lost power Saturday 
evening and some were not restored until 
early Monday morning. 

“The wind blew all night which made 
repairs hard,” said Packett. “Our guys 
worked through the weekend. And with 

the temperature what it was, it was brutal.
“With heavy winds that didn’t let up, 

you could get one group on and then 
another area would go out.”

He said Northern Neck Electric was 
bracing for the snowstorm predicted 
for Monday and Tuesday by “getting 
our guys rest. We’re getting the trucks 
gassed up and getting extra supplies so 
they have plenty ready and available.” 

No serious accidents or fires were 
associated with the arctic blast, said Nor-
thumberland County chief of emergency 
services Rick McClure.

Lancaster County Clerk of Cir-
cuit Court Diane Mumford has 
declared her candidacy for the 
November 2015 election. Mum-
ford was elected clerk in Novem-
ber 2007 and had previously 
served in the office as a deputy 
clerk for 22 years.

The clerk handles administra-
tive matters and has authority to 
probate wills, grant administra-
tion of estates and issue mar-
riage licenses, she said. The clerk 
also is the custodian of the court 
records and the recorder of land 
records and judgments.

Since taking office, Mum-
ford has implemented the Case 
Imaging program which allows 
her office to scan court records 
directly into the computer pro-
gram for permanent storage and 
easy access by her staff and the 
judge’s office, which will allow 
for earlier destruction of the 
paper records and give the office 
the flexibility of going paper-
less in the future, she explained. 

The clerk’s office also has begun 
taking credit cards for many in-
office services such as payment 
of court fines and costs, mar-
riage licenses, photocopies and 
probate and qualifications, said 
Mumford.

She was elected the treasurer 
of the Virginia Court Clerks’ 

Association in 2012 and is in her 
third year in this position while 
also sitting on several commit-
tees for the association includ-
ing the public relations commit-
tee, the convention committee 
and the legislative and executive 
committees as an officer of the 
association.

One of her favorite commit-
tees is the Circuit Court Records 
Preservation Grant Commit-
tee for the Library of Virginia. 
Mumford was chosen by her 
peers to serve as one of three Cir-
cuit Court Clerks representing 
the clerks across the state on this 
committee, she said. 

Mumford was certified as a 
Circuit Court Clerk under the 
University of Virginia Weldon 
Cooper Center for Public Service 
and School of Continuing and 
Professional Studies in August 
2009 and is pursuing certifica-
tion as a Certified Court Man-
ager from the National Center for 
State Courts in Williamsburg.

She lives in Kilmarnock with 
her husband, Phillip, executive 
director of the Boys & Girls 
Club of the Northern Neck; 
daughter Ainsley, a fifth grader 
at Lancaster Middle School; 
and granddaughter Celeste.

“Serving the county as a part 
of the Circuit Court Clerk’s 
Office has always been a plea-
sure and a privilege for me,” 
said Mumford. “I love the 
complexity of the work and the 
network of people that I come 
into contact with on a daily 
basis.

“People who visit or move to 
our area often have a set feeling 
of how government works from 
their past experiences from 
other areas. We try to provide 
complete, helpful and courteous 
service to everyone and always 
welcome feedback or sugges-
tions. We can’t always solve 
an issue, but we do our best to 
point you in the right direction 
to find the answers you seek.”

HOLLYWOOD, CALIF.—
Irvington playwright Brad Ste-
phens has learned that his play, 
“The Cooley Girls,” which pre-
miered at the  Lancaster Players 
in White Stone and was pub-
lished by Samuel French, has 
been licensed by a professional 
production company for staging 
in Hollywood.

Go Figure Productions of West 
Hollywood is planning a mid-
March opening of the play, a dra-
matic comedy about three sisters 
who have not seen one another in 
40 years.

Rose Cooley sets out to find 
her two sisters, who she was 
separated from after their parents 

abandoned them. She finds that 
Brenda is a radical-activist and 
Harriet, an ultra-conservative 
Christian, he said.

After much exploration of 
their feelings, Rose arranges a 
reunion. Edgy at first, the girls 
discover that they all still share 
traits and common bonds. Only 
when Harriet is forced to reveal 
her guarded secret does this hard-
bitten and humorous play resolve 
their bond to help right family 
wrongs, said Stephens.

Go Figure Productions, a 
multi-media company, has a 
15-year history of building televi-
sion shows and producing inde-
pendent films in Hollywood.

KILMARNOCK—The Boys 
& Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck in 2014 celebrated its most 
robust year in the six years since 
it opened its doors, and is poised 
for further progress in 2015, 
according to executive director 
Phillip Mumford.  

Every aspect of club per-
formance rose in the last year, 
including membership growth, 
average daily attendance overall 
and growth in use of the club’s 
services by teens, said Mumford. 
In addition, the club had a highly 
successful summer program with 
a total of 199 enrolled and daily 
attendance reaching as high as 
140 in July.  

Mumford sees this growth 
coming as a direct result of com-
munity partners working with 
an engaged and active board of 
directors, a highly committed 
staff and a motivated group of 
volunteers.

“In six short years, we’ve gone 
from a standing start to a fully 
functioning force for good in 
the community,” Mumford said. 
“We’re totally focused on our 
three core priorities: academic 
success, character and citizenship 
and developing healthy lifestyles.”  

At the end of 2014, total club 
membership rose to 341, up from 
about 325 students earlier in the 

year. Over the first few months of 
2014, the all-important average 
daily attendance (ADA) number 
was reported at about 65 mem-
bers. But most importantly, by 
the end of the year, the average 
daily attendance number soared 
to 116—the highest ADA since 
the club was founded and a truly 
impressive upswing, showing the 
club is benefitting more students 
on a more regular basis.

Mumford is especially pleased 

with the 2014 success of the 
club’s Teen Initiative.

“Historically, it’s more of a 
challenge to attract teens than 
younger boys and girls,” he said.  
“But teen participation is now 
running at approximately 30 
per day, up from about 10 a day 
early in 2014. This is a reflection 
of our staff’s ability to make our 
programs—both academics and 
sports—appealing to this impor-
tant group.”  

The Teen Initiative was aided 
in 2014 by a grant from the 
AT&T Foundation, which came 
with defined expectations, goals 
and timeline. Programs of special 
focus for teens included diversity 
training, leadership, gym pro-
grams encouraging active life-
styles and field trips.  
Call for volunteers

The club’s success means that 
the need for after-school volun-
teers is more acute than ever, said 
Mumford.

“More boys and girls and more 
active programs mean we need 
more men and women to help 
educate, tutor and provide posi-
tive engaged role models for our 
young people,” he said. “We need 
help in each of our three priority 
areas.”

To drive academic success, the 
staff needs help during “power 
hour,” the first hour of each mem-
ber’s afternoon, during which 
homework and academics must 
be done before “the fun begins.” 
Mentoring and tutoring are prime 
needs. A major priority is tutors 
who are proficient in technology 
use.  

In the area of  “character and 
citizenship,” volunteers are 
needed to demonstrate life and 
social skills while working with 
members in music, singing, 

Windy weekend brings power outages
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 
and Audrey Thomasson

Circuit Court Clerk Diane Mumford declares candidacy

Diane Mumford

Volunteer Susan Foxhall works with club member Khalil 
Redmond after school.

Northern Neck Boys & Girls Club reports record year for 2014

‘The Cooley Girls’ to be 
on stage in Hollywood

K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
town council will meet at 7 
p.m. Monday, February 23, at 
the Town Hall, 1 North Main 
Street. This is a change from the 
normal schedule to avoid a con-
flict with Presidents’ Day. 

The council will hear commit-
tee and staff reports. There are 
no public hearings scheduled. 

LANCASTER—The board 
of supervisors will meet at 
7 p.m. Thursday, February 26, 
at the County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster.

A public hearing will be held 
on a request from Ryan Hunter 
Walton to expand a non-con-
forming residential structure at 
320 Peach Tree Lane near Chase’s 
Road. The parcel is approxi-
mately 0.67 acres and is zoned 
residential medium general.

LANCASTER—The plan-
ning commission will meet 
tonight, February 19, to review 
the proposed capital improve-
ment budget for fiscal years 
2016-2020.

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. at the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

HEATHSVILLE—The Nor-
thumberland planning 
commission will meet at 7 
p.m. Thursday, February 19, at 
the Courts Building, 39 Judicial 
Place, Heathsville.

The commission will continue 
work on revising the county’s 
comprehensive plan and hear 
staff reports. There are no public 
hearings scheduled.

COLONIAL BEACH—
The Potomac River Crab 
Advisory Committee will 
meet at 6 p.m. Thursday, Febru-
ary 19, in the PRFC Office Build-
ing, 222 Taylor Street, Colonial 
Beach.

Items on the agenda will 
include an update on blue crab 
research and management, and 
a discussion on how to achieve 
the remaining 1.9% reduction in 
female crab harvest by June 30. 
Issues such as size limits, female 
harvest closures and electronic 
reporting also will be discussed.

COLONIAL BEACH—The 
Potomac River Oyster/
Clam Advisory Commit-
tee will meet at 6 p.m. Wednes-
day, February 25, in the PRFC 
Building, 222 Taylor Street, 
Colonial Beach.

Items on the agenda include 
discussions on Jones Shore, an 
update on the Rotational Natural 
Oyster Harvest Plan (RNOHP) 
and Oyster Management Reserve 
(OMR). The committee also will 
receive an update on the SFGIT 
Oyster Poster which involves 
NOAA’s efforts on Chesapeake 
Bay oyster restoration.

NEWPORT NEWS—The 
Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission will meet at 
9:30 a.m. Tuesday, February 24, 
at VMRC Headquarters, 2600 
Washington Avenue, Third Floor, 
Newport News.

The morning session routinely 
covers habitat applications, fol-
lowed by fisheries issues. Public 
hearings will begin at noon.

Items on the hearing docket 
include:

regulations establishing the 2015 
quota for commercial bluefish.

establish requirements for blue 
crab fishery agents.

limit the use of fish pots by active 
crab or peeler pot watermen.

modify the starting date and land-
ing limit for summer flounder.

Copies of the proposed draft 
regulations can be viewed at 
VMRC Headquarters. Writ-

WHITE STONE—The 
planning commission will 
hold a public hearing February 
26 on two amendments to the 
town’s zoning ordinance. The 
meeting will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
in the town office, 433 Rappah-
annock Drive, White Stone. 

As proposed, the first amend-
ment would allow for condi-
tional zoning as part of an appli-
cation to rezone property and 
amend the official zoning map. 

As proposed, the second 
amendment would establish a 
requirement for site plan sub-
mission and approval for any 
use and development of land 
for commercial, industrial and 
multi-family purposes requiring 
a building permit that involves 
land area disturbance greater 
than 2,500 square feet. 

According to town man-
ager Patrick Frere, both of the 
amendments would bring White 
Stone’s ordinance in line with 
the county’s requirements.

The Agenda
Local Government News

ten comments must be received 
by Robert L. O’Reilly, VMRC 
Fisheries Management Divi-
sion, 2600 Washington Avenue, 
Third Floor, Newport News, VA 
23607, by noon February 23.

dance, photography and fine arts. 
“It’s not just all about the 

three Rs,” said Mumford. “We 
also need well-rounded men and 
women.”  

In the third category, “Healthy 
Lifestyles,” volunteers are needed 
to help with the successful nutri-
tion and cooking programs and 
to help expand the basketball 
leagues program into other sports 
such as golf and baseball to 
engage both club members and 
other youth in the community.  

“The need for volunteers has 
never been more vital,” said 
Mumford. “We need people of all 
backgrounds and interests who 
love to share their knowledge, 

enjoy working with kids and want 
to make a difference in building 
futures.”  

Volunteers can participate for 
any amount of time and in any 
capacity. 

“The only requirement is con-
sistency,” he said.

Those who wish to help but 
cannot volunteer could consider 
making a donation to help bolster 
the volunteer program with tai-
lored educational materials and 
equipment to keep the club pro-
viding its valuable community 
services, added Mumford. 

To volunteer, contact Mumford 
at 435-9696, or pmumford@
bgcnn.com.

Gift Subscriptions
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We Design Kitchens, Bathrooms, Laundry

Rooms, Outdoor Kitchens and

more!

Call to schedule an in-home consultation or 
to visit the Studio in Lottsburg. Gorgeous samples, 

brilliant ideas and the latest styles 
and trends are showcased.

–804-724-0829–

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett this week reported charges against  
13 individuals.
Felonies

Curvin D. Roy Jr., 27, of Tappahannock was 
charged February 3 on Essex County warrants 
with two counts of grand larceny and one count 
of breaking and entering.

Kyle L. George, 30, of Dawson Avenue was 
charged February 3 on Essex County warrants 
with three counts of breaking and entering, one 
count of burglary, two counts of petit larceny 
(enhanced to felonies), one count of credit card 
theft, and four counts of misdemeanor destruc-
tion of property.

Richelle L. Moses, 32, of the 8400 block of 
Mary Ball Road was charged February 13 with 
grand larceny.
Misdemeanors

A Richmond man, 45, was charged February 
2 with contempt of court.

A Merry Point Road man, 18, was charged 
February 3 with failure to pay restitution. 

A Gloucester man, 36, was charged February 
4 with shoplifting.

A Bluff Point Road man, 22, was charged 
February 7 with using profane/threatening lan-
guage over the public airway and obstruction of 
justice.

A Richmond man, 29, was charged February 
9 with petit larceny.

A Buzzards Neck Road woman, 23, was 
charged February 10 with misdemeanor viola-
tion of probation.

A Deltaville man, 27, was charged February 
11 with failure to pay restitution and fines due.

A Wake woman, 41, was charged February 13 
with trespassing at Walmart.

A School Street man, 36, was charged Febru-
ary 14 with public drunkenness.

A Shady Lane man, 42, was charged February 
14 with violation of a protective order.
Activity report

February 2: Staff responded to the area of 
Chestnut Grove Road on a report of an unat-
tended Virginia Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) truck with an open door in the high-
way (vehicle determined to belong to a logging 
company, not VDOT, and was removed from the 
roadway), and to an unauthorized use of vehicle 
complaint on Shalem Place (domestic related); 
and notified VDOT of a downed tree blocking 
Castle Lane.

February 3: Staff responded to a juvenile 
behavioral complaint on Moran Creek Road; 
and received an attempted telephone fraud com-
plaint from a Corrotoman Circle resident (IRS 
scam), and a child custody/care complaint from 
a Scott Road resident (complainant is a parent 
of the child, then in that parent’s custody).

February 4: Staff responded to a suspi-
cious person/trespass complaint in the 1300 
block of Goodluck Road (private forestry ser-
vice personnel surveying adjacent timberland); 
responded to a landlord’s request for infor-
mation concerning a pending eviction, with 
Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) to a 
two-vehicle traffic crash on North Main Street, 
and with Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
to a medical emergency on Redwood Lane; and 
received an attempted telephone fraud com-
plaint from a Kilmarnock area resident (no 
specific fraud identified), and an attempted tele-
phone fraud complaint from an Irvington attor-
ney (IRS scam). 

February 5: Staff responded to an E911 
disconnect call on Rappahannock Drive (no 
emergency services needed); at the request 
of Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department 
(KVFD) to Coxs Farm Road to check on a report 
of three controlled fires (responding deputy on 
scene requested KVFD unit respond to assess 
to ensure no threat to persons/property), to a 
domestic disturbance on Fleets Bay Road, and 
to the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge on 
a report of sailboat possibly striking the bridge.

February 6: Staff responded to check on the 
well-being of a Coppedge Farm Road resident 
at the request of a concerned citizen (response 
cancelled at the request of a family member 
who arrived before the officer), with KPD to 
a suspicious/trespassing persons complaint on 
Campbell Road (loggers), with White Stone 
Police Department (WSPD) to assist Virginia 
State Police (VSP) with a traffic stop near Mary 
Ball and Chases roads, to a parent’s complaint 
of a student’s assault on another student, with 
the teacher failing to notify the principal/school 
board of the assault (school superintendent was 

notified; the matter is being handled internally 
by the school system), and with VSP to a single-
vehicle traffic crash near Mary Ball and Chases 
roads; notified VDOT of a downed tree blocking 
the roadway near River and Belle Isle roads; and 
received a residential burglary report from the 
4000 block of Weems Road ($250 damage loss), 
and a motorist’s report of an unrestrained child 
in a vehicle near Mary Ball and Pinckardsville 
roads (school board vehicle involved; school 
board supervisor was notified of the complaint).

February 7: Staff responded with KPD 
to North Main Street on a citizen’s report of 
unknown pranksters having overturned numer-
ous trash cans and benches (KPD also discov-
ered several water faucets had been turned on 
and shut them all off), to a suspicious vehicle 
complaint on Beechwood Drive (no criminal 
incident), to a child custody/supervision com-
plaint in the 11000 block of River Road, to a 
complaint of juveniles egging a house on Johns 
Neck Road, to a suspicious person complaint 
on Alfonso Road (after an argument with his 
spouse, a male subject went to the wrong house 
to ask a friend if he could spend the night), to 
a suspicious vehicle complaint on West High-
view Drive (subject had an argument with his 
spouse); and received a walk-in complaint of 
threatening telephone calls and threats to a wit-
ness (arrest reported above).

February 8: Staff notified Northumberland 
authorities of a reported intoxicated pedestrian 
in the 10400 block of Jesse duPont Highway; 
checked on the well-being of a Mechanicsville 
area resident who was overdue from a trip to 
Yankee Point Marina (neither the subject nor 
his vehicle were found at the marina; complain-
ant later reported the person had returned home 
safely); responded with KPD to the area of 
Kamps Mill Road to assist VSP with a traffic 
stop and vehicle search, to a shots fired com-
plaint in the area of King Carter Lane (local 
resident told the officers that fireworks were 
seen in the area; a no-cost fireworks permit is 
required for displays that involve bottle rock-
ets and firecrackers and may be downloaded at 
lancastersheriff.net/forms_resources.html—the 
permit does require the sheriff ’s review and sig-
nature), and to a domestic destruction of prop-
erty complaint in the 2500 block of Merry Point 
Road (no loss values provided by complainant).

February 9: Staff assisted VSP with a 
traffic stop involving a wanted person on Fox 
Hill Road, checked on the well-being of a 
Hudnall Lane resident at the request of a con-
cerned family member (no emergency services 
needed); received a residential burglary report 
from the 1300 block of Lumberlost Road (tennis 
bracelet, diamond necklace and earrings, gold 
and diamond bracelet; $250 loss); responded 
to an E911 disconnect call that originated on 
Boles Avenue (child playing on the phone), 
to a domestic disturbance on Benson Road; 
responded with KPD to the local hospital to 
assist with a mental health patient who became 
combative, and to Wake Road to assist Middle-
sex authorities with a domestic disturbance call.

February 10: Staff notified VDOT of a 
motorist’s report of the Norris Bridge being iced 
over; responded with VSP to a single-vehicle 
traffic crash near Mary Ball Road and Simmons 
Lane (driver reported being forced off the road-
way by another vehicle), to a shots fired/target 
practice complaint in the 500 block of Mosquito 
Point Road (lawful target shooting outside of the 
town limits), to the area of Jesse duPont Highway 
and Carlson Road on a report of a possible traffic 
crash involving a tractor trailer (no crash or dis-
abled vehicle found), and to an E911 disconnect 
call in the 5300 block of Morattico Road (child 
playing on the phone); and the Lancaster Middle 
School Resource Officer responded to assist a 
school authority on Greentown Road.

February 11: Staff notified Middlesex 
authorities of a reported traffic crash in the Greys 
Point area, and VDOT of heavy debris causing a 
traffic hazard in the area of Mary Ball Road and 
Whites Lane; responded with KPD to a trespass 
complaint on North Main Street, with KPD to 
the area of Mary Ball and Goodluck roads to 
assist VSP with a traffic stop, to a shots fired 
complaint on Rocky Neck Road, and to a child 
custody/visitation/contact complaint made by a 
Nuttsville Road resident; and received a motor-
ist’s complaint of a reckless driver in the Lively 
area (no officer in position to respond), and an 
aggressive/reckless driving complaint from a 
motorist in the White Stone area (no officer in 
position to intercept the suspect vehicle).

CALLAO—A small child 
died and a man was criti-
cally injured in a house fire 
near Callao in the early hours 
of Wednesday, February 11, 
according to Northumber-
land County Sheriff Chuck 
Wilkins.

The sheriff ’s office is con-
tinuing its investigation into 
the fire, but Sheriff Wilkins 
said that at present he has “no 
reason to believe it was any-
thing but an accident.”

“A lot of things just don’t 
make what we would think 
a normal person would do,” 
Sheriff Wilkins said. “A lot of 
things just don’t add up, and 
at this point the information 
we’re gathering is starting to 
gel, but we still have some 
questions.”

At 2:36 a.m. on Febru-

ary 11, the Northumberland 
County 911 center received 
multiple calls reporting the 
house fire at 747 Fruit Plain 
Road. Six minutes later, the 
Callao Volunteer Rescue 
Squad and Callao and Cople 
District Volunteer Fire 
Departments responded to 
find the building completely 
engulfed.

Neighbors, seeing no vehi-
cles, told first responders that 
nobody was home. The build-
ing had partially collapsed 
before the first fire trucks 
arrived at 2:53 a.m.

At 2:54 a.m., one of the 
house’s residents, Robert M. 
Buckmaster, walked into the 
sheriff’s office suffering from 
cuts, burns and smoke inha-
lation. He reported that his 
daughter was trapped in a sec-
ond-floor bedroom of the burn-

ing house. Buckmaster said he 
attempted to save her, but was 
driven back by heat and smoke. 
He said his phone also was in 
the house, and he had unsuc-
cessfully attempted to rouse his 
neighbors for help.

His nearest neighbor is 
deaf. Another neighbor found 
blood on their doorstep in the 
morning, reported Sheriff 
Wilkins.

Buckmaster was trans-
ported by helicopter to MCV. 
He has since been released 
and interviewed by the sher-
iff ’s office.

The remains of a small 
child were uncovered the next 
morning. She was transported 
to the office of the Chief Med-
ical Examiner to determine a 
cause of death and make a 
positive identification.

The sheriff ’s office located 

Buckmaster’s roommate, who 
was with a female friend. 
Wilkins said the roommate 
has been questioned, was 
cooperative, and has not been 
detained. The sheriff ’s office 
has not released the names 
of the roommate or the little 
girl.

Wilkins said that accord-
ing to interviews with the 
two men, the roommate came 
home sometime after 2 a.m. 
to find the house on fire and 
woke Buckmaster, who sus-
tained his injuries attempting 
to rescue the little girl from 
the second floor.

With the house burned 
completely, Wilkins added, 
investigators “don’t have 
much to work with.”

Buckmaster had full court-
ordered custody of the little 
girl.

February 12: No reportable calls for ser-
vice.

February 13: Staff received a protective 
order violation complaint from a White Stone 
area resident (arrest reported on Feb. 14); 
destroyed an injured game animal in the 20600 
block of Mary Ball Road; and responded to a 
motorist’s report of “boulders” on White Chapel 
Road between Lively and River Road (several 
grey bags of trash along the roadway); and to a 
domestic disturbance on Brent Court.

February 14: Staff transported to safety 
several pedestrians in the Nuttsville area who 
were caught in the cold when they were forced to 
leave a vehicle; responded with VSP to a single-
vehicle traffic crash on Crawfords Corner Road 
(med-evac involved), to a domestic disturbance 
in the 900 block of Peirces Road, to assist EMS 
with a call in the 1000 block of Cherry Point 
Drive, to multiple E911 calls that originated 
from the 5300 block of Morattico Road (several 
children playing with cellphones), with VSP to 
a single-vehicle traffic crash on Goodluck Road, 
and to an assault call at a White Stone area con-
venience store; received a walk-in complaint of 
bad checks (warrants issued by the magistrate), 
and a larceny report from a Wilson Lane resi-
dent (32” Visio flat screen TV, white X-Box 360; 
$550 loss); and notified VDOT and utility com-
panies about downed trees and power outages 
throughout the county.

February 15: Staff received a walk-in 
complaint for a protective order (order issued 
by the magistrate); checked on the well-being 
of a Keep Safe program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed); responded with 

VSP and KPD to a single-vehicle traffic crash 
on White Pine Drive; and to a loitering com-
plaint at a White Stone area convenience store.

February 16: Staff notified the game 
warden of an injured game animal in the 18500 
block of Mary Ball Road, and VDOT of a 
downed tree on Rocky Neck Road.

The sheriff’s staff also conducted 19 traf-
fic stops, issued 12 summonses, assisted 16 
motorists, reported three deer strikes, handled 
three calls for traffic control, investigated 22 
building alarms, processed two mental health 
orders, logged four inmate transports, recorded 
22 E911 hang up calls and fielded six calls for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment responded to chimney fires in the 2300 
block of Mary Ball and 2900 block of White 
Chapel roads, a structure fire in the Horsehead 
area, a smoke report in a home on Nuttsville 
Road and with the Kilmarnock (KVFD) and 
White Stone (WSVFD) fire departments and the 
Virginia Department of Forestry to a brush fire/
power line fire on Fleets Bay Road. 

KVFD also responded to a traffic crash on 
North Main Street, to assist EMS on Venable 
Drive, with WSVFD and VDOF to a brush fire 
in 18300 block of Mary Ball Road, a downed 
tree on a power line in the 9200 block of Jesse 
duPont Highway, to a hazmat spill in the 600 
block of North Main Street, to a med-evac 
standby on Mt. Olive Road, to a traffic crash on 
Goodluck Road and to a smoke/fire alarm on 
Campbell Road.

WSVFD also responded to a traffic crash at 
Mary Ball and Chases roads.

Early morning house fire claims child’s life

Flowers, balloons and this stuffed bear are the beginning 

Fruit Plain Road.

by Renss Greene

LANCASTER COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

This coming Sunday should be a National 
Holiday, as it once was. Those were the 

days when the patriotism of our Found-
ing Fathers still permeated the way we cel-
ebrated our heritage by recognizing the 
foremost of all Americans on his birthday. 
Of course I speak of George Washington, 
the Father of Our Country, the man whom 
the late Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black 
termed the “greatest man of the eighteenth 
century.”

In my childhood we honored Washington 
with parades and the singing of the song, 
“George Washington, A Mighty Man Was 
He,” but that level of distinction came to an 
end when Richard Nixon transformed George 
Washington’s Birthday into the amorphous 
“President’s Day,” one of the most meaning-
less bits of verbiage in the American lexicon.

Washington led the united former colo-
nies through the War of Independence to 
the victory at Yorktown, presided over the 
Constitutional Convention that produced 
what British Prime Minister William Glad-
stone referenced as the mightiest document 
ever to come from the hand of man, and then 
served two terms as the first Chief Executive 

of the new nation before voluntarily retiring, 
thereby establishing the precedent of eight 
years in office respected by all of his follow-
ers save for Franklin Roosevelt. 

As Virginians we have great affinity for 
Washington, especially here in the North-
ern Neck where he was born and spent his 
first three years. His legacy of uncompro-
mising integrity and sound government set 
the standard for the last two centuries. That 
some of his successors have not lived up 
to the exemplary level of public service he 

achieved offers a good reason not equate him 
with them, as we do with the revised holiday 
designation.

At the time of Washington’s birth the 
Colony of Virginia was operating under the 
Julian Calendar, according to which he was 
born on February 11, 1732. Following the 
introduction of the Gregorian Calendar, with 
the differential between the two calculations 
of 11 days in the eighteenth century, his 
birthday became February 22, but he never 
accepted the change, and celebrated on the 
11th for the entirety of his life.

Washington’s concept of service above 
self, culminating most demonstrably in the 
manner in which he retired from public 
office, ennobled public service in our demo-
cratic society. He truly was the Cincinnatus 
for his time, leaving his domestic career to 
step forth in the public square to fulfill his 
duty as he perceived it to be.  He remains the 
most influential figure in American history, a 
position he will hold forever as no one else 
ever could equal the breadth of his deeds. 
As General Lighthorse Harry Lee correctly 
affirmed in his funerary oration, “He was 
first in war, first in peace, and first in the 

hearts of his fellow countrymen.”
Respect for his idealism led to the annual 

celebrations of his birthday, which over the 
course of the twentieth century had morphed 
into being a grand sales extravaganza. Ironi-
cally, that tradition began in the city that 
bears his name at a now long defunct men’s 
clothing store, The Mode. Its owners deter-
mined in the 1920s that the holiday would be 
a good time to capitalize on moving out their 
unsold winter inventory by having a George 
Washington’s Birthday Sale. The idea bore 
fruit as government workers had the day free 
for shopping, and soon other merchants fol-
lowed suit, with similar sales appearing all 
across the country.

Our nation needs to return to the letter 
and spirit of George Washington’s service, 
and a good place for such a movement to 
begin would be to de-Nixonize the holiday 
by re-designating it “George Washington’s 
Birthday.” Our Founder deserves no less, and 
the most logical proponents of that change 
should be the citizens of the Northern Neck 
who are blessed to live here in the territory in 
which he entered the world.  

Happy George Washington’s Birthday!

Our nation needs to return 
to the letter and spirit of 
George Washington’s service, 
and a good place for such a 
movement to begin would be 
to de-Nixonize the holiday 
by re-designating it “George 
Washington’s Birthday.” 

Focal Point

Lancaster County Little League spreads the love at Dream Fields. The special 
message appeared before Valentine’s Day.

Photo by Ellie Davis

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 
150 Years Ago

February 1865: Peace con-
ference fails, war continues

 February 3: The Hampton 
Roads Conference, an attempt 
for a peace settlement, was 
held aboard the steamer River 
Queen, which was anchored 
off Union-controlled Fort 
Monroe. President Abra-
ham Lincoln and Secretary 
of State William H. Seward 
represented the Union. Three 
commissioners sent by Presi-
dent Jefferson Davis of the 
Confederate States of America 
were Vice President Alexander 
H. Stevens of Georgia, Sen. 
Robert M. T. Hunter of Essex 
County and Assistant Secre-
tary of War John A. Campbell.  

Lincoln expressed his will-
ingness for liberal reconstruc-
tion terms that would pardon 
rebels, return confiscated 
property, leave the manage-
ment of freed blacks in the 
hands of southern leaders 
with little federal intrusion, 
and possibly compensate 
slaveholders for their losses. 
However, neither side would 
yield its position on southern 
independence. The Confeder-
ate delegation sought a cease-
fire agreement that left open a 
chance for independence. Lin-
coln would only consider an 
armistice if the southern states 
rejoined the Union. After just 
four hours, the peace confer-
ence ended in an impasse. 
The war and bloodshed would 
continue.   

February 15: The Union 
steamer Knickerbocker had 
run aground 250 yards off 
the beach between Smith 
and Fleets Point. There she 
was stripped of supplies and 
burned to the water line by 
Confederate Home Guard 
members operating in a small 
canoe under the cover of 
dense fog. 

Ens. Nelson, commanding 
the USS Mercury, reports 
finding the Knickerbocker “on 
fire, sheets of flame issuing at 
the same instant from all parts 

of the vessel, a circumstance 
which excluded the possibility 
of extinguishing the flames.”  

Unable to do anything to 
save the ship, Nelson opened 
battery “on the rebels, who 
were still lurking in the 
woods, chuckling with sat-
isfaction.”  Nelson further 
reports that he had within 
his reach “easy and certain 
means of retaliation, in the 
destruction of two large 
houses owned by two rich and 
prominent secessionists, one 
a lieutenant in the rebel Army, 
the other a member of home 
guards.” 

 February 19: Lt. Cmdr. 
Hooker aboard the USS Com-
modore Read in the Rappah-
annock River reports hearing 
that CSA Capt. Fitzhugh 
and his party from Mathews 
County crossed the Rappah-
annock and transported their 
boats to the Potomac. He also 
relays Ens. Nelson’s news 
that “squads of rebel cavalry, 
varying from 10 to 60 or 80, 
are often seen in the region of 
Smith Point, and it is reported 
that a detachment of 600 or 
800 cavalry rangers are in 
winter quarters at Lancaster 
Court-House.”

 February 20: Hooker 
reports “I yesterday heard a 
report, how worthy of cre-
dence I can not tell, that a 
force of some 400 men had 
collected on the northern 
neck; that they had 15 large 
boats and a number of canoes 
on Indian and Dimers creeks 
and intended depredations on 
the bay.”  Hooker states that 
he “will endeavor to foil their 
purposes should there be such 
a gang” and puts the gunboats 
Periwinkle and Freeborn on 
alert. 

 This article is provided by 
the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum & Library and Lan-
caster County Civil War Ses-
quicentennial Committee with 
assistance from Ed Trexler, 
author of Civil War Northern 
Neck.

Civil War 
Sesquicentennial

We passed the half-way point of the legis-
lative session last week. All bills introduced 
in the House or Senate have either crossed 
over to the other body for consideration or 
will not be moving forward this year. 

The most important issue of the week was 
the House appropriations committee and the 
Senate finance committee amendments to 
the biennial budget.

The House of Delegates offered a bal-
anced budget that again rejects efforts to 
implement Medicaid expansion. We have 
proposed to continue funding Virginia’s free 
clinics and community behavioral health 
services. The House also sets aside money 
for the next rainy-day fund deposit, elimi-
nates fees and unnecessary debt proposed by 
the governor, and keeps our commitments to 
the Virginia Retirement System.

We continued to protect funding for K-12 
education while proposing a pay raise for 
teachers and support staff. The House also 

proposed making deposits into the teacher 
retirement fund. Lastly, the House has pro-
posed pay raises for state police and sheriffs.

I requested an amendment for the fund-
ing of a full-time career counselor for the 
Northern Neck Technical Center, which 
was included with the House proposals last 
week. This position will prepare high school 
students for the workforce. I believe this 
represents a terrific educational, economic, 
and workforce development opportunity for 
our region. 

  We spent most of our time on the House 
Floor working through a sizable list of leg-
islation. It also was “seafood week” at the 
General Assembly and several watermen 
from District 99 visited. 

I  also received Rappahannock Com-
munity College adult education manager 
Brooke Pizzetti and several local realtors to 
talk about their legislative priorities for this 
session. 

Delegate’s Report
by Del. Margaret Ransone

YOUR LETTERS

No one needs remind-
ing of the conflicts raging 
around our planet; between 
and within nations, states and 
cities; ethnic, racial, tribal, 
religious, economic and polit-
ical, current and historical. 

By far the most media 
reporting makes it all too 
easy for us to take sides, if 
we haven’t already. And when 
we do so, the chances of any 
resolution are immediately 
diminished. 

A one-sided view is close 
to blindness (to deafness, 
too). Only the uncommit-
ted, objective and thoughtful 
stand any real chance of iden-
tifying and promoting the ele-
ments of fair and constructive 
solutions.

Failure is thus built into the 
very foundation of our admin-
istrative, religious, economic 
and political systems, gener-
ating only endless action and 
reaction.

More than ever we need 
visionaries, statesmen and 
original thinkers who can 
break these structural stran-
gleholds that at best keep us 
running in place, or regress-
ing. Such gifted people “can 
see bridges where others see 
holes” and connect events 
creatively. The best of these 
individuals suit up and step 
into the arena.

It is easy to recall such 
great figures of the past, but 
can anyone name some cur-
rent examples? At the supra-
national level, Pope Francis 
seems to be one, and increas-
ingly German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel. Who else?

Jerry Peill,
Lancaster

Who will step 
up to the plate?

The following is an update 
to a letter I previously sub-
mitted the first week of Janu-
ary 2015, regarding the Vet-
eran’s Priority Choice Card 
and administration of related 
services by “geodesic dis-
tance,” a straight line from a 
VA medical facility to your 
home.

Representative Ryan K. 
Zinke, who is on the com-
mittee of Veterans Affairs, 
introduced bill H.R. 577 “to 
require the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to use existing 
authorities to furnish health 
care at non-Department of 
Veterans Affairs facilities 
to veterans who live more 
than 40 miles driving dis-
tance from the closest medi-
cal facility of the Department 
that furnishes the care sought 
by the veteran.”

Chris Jones in Rep. Rob 
Wittman’s Tappahannock 
office was helpful. Rep. Wit-
tman signed on as a co-spon-
sor of this bill on February 
11, 2015.

Ernie Reymer,
Callao

Bill would help
alleviate hurdle
to health care

We would like to send out 
a reminder to Northern Neck 
residents that the Girl Scout 
Cookie Season is upon us. 
The sale runs from Janu-
ary 30 until April 15, with 
January and February being 
order taking time.

When purchasing cook-
ies, remember to only pay 
for your cookies when you 
receive them and buy from 

Cookie crunch

the girls and not the parents. 
The cookie sale teaches 
girls the f ive skills of goal 
setting, decision making, 
money management, people 
skills, and business ethics.

 It has been brought to the 
council’s attention that some 
residents in the Northern 
Neck are taking orders for 
cookies and taking payment 
up front without delivery 
of cookies during a time in 
which the cookie sale does 
not occur. This is not how 
the Girl Scout Cookie Pro-
gram operates and anyone 
who is approached with this 
method should contact local 
authorities.

Kayleigh Rosenthal, 
marketing manager, 

Girl Scouts of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, 

Richmond

“Sunshine is delicious, rain 
is refreshing, wind braces 
us up, snow is exhilarating; 
there is really no such thing 
as bad weather, only different 
kinds of good weather.” - John 
Ruskin

I was just beginning to feel 
comfortable again with the 
concept of not worrying about 
those things over which I have 
no control or influence, when 
the weather interrupted.

Or, to be precise, folks con-
stantly sharing the latest fore-
cast like I want to hear it over 
and again.

It’s winter in Virginia. The 
wind will blow. It might snow. 
Occasionally the mercury will 
dip below zero, even in the 
Northern Neck. Deal with it.

That’s why God invented 
long johns, wool hats and 
wood stoves.

I don’t really care how much 
snow they have in Boston. 
New England is nowhere to be 
in February. Let it snow. If it’s 
got to snow four feet deep, let 
it fall to the north.

I can look out my front door 
and see all I need to know to 
plan my day for the weather.

If the rocks in the drive are 
white, it’s snowing.

If they’re wet, it’s raining.
If they just appear damp, it 

could be dew.
If they’re underwater, it’s 

flooding.
If they’re not visible, its 

foggy.
If they’re reflecting a glare 

or casting shadows, it’s sunny. 
If they’re not, it’s cloudy.
If they’re bouncing, there’s 

an earthquake.
If they’re coated with ice, 

there’s frost.
If they’re being tossed to 

and fro, the wind could be 
gettin’ up.

If they’re wet and being 
tossed about violently, there 
could be a hurricane.

If they’re spinning, it could 
be a tornado.

If they’re hot to the touch, 
the temperature could be 
gettin’ up.

If they’re cold to the touch, 
the temperature could be drop-
pin’.

Of course this is not exact. 
Rocks can easily be manipu-
lated by neighborhood dogs, 
children and automobiles.

But I’ve found them to be 
every bit as reliable as most 
weathermen and certainly 
more agreeable than the mete-
orologist wannabes.

All the foretelling and retell-
ing just takes the thrill out of 
it. And I resent it.

The most memorable snow-
falls are serendipitous.

You wake to overwhelming 
calm. You look out the window 
and everything is covered in a 
blanket of white. You know the 
day will bring challenges out 
of the ordinary.

Let the adventure begin.
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Having a baby is a very special time in your life, so it’s good to 
know you can count on trusted care providers like nurse practitioner Janet 
Dehoux and OB/GYN physician Dr. Elizabeth Lunsford. Both live, work and 
enjoy life here on the Middle Peninsula and understand what it means to have 
expert care close to home. 

We put you at the center of personalized care. It’s all part of the commitment 
our entire team makes to our patients every day — to care for you as we 
would care for those we love.

OB Care Close to 
Home. From People 
Close to Home.

Elizabeth Lunsford, M.D.

Schedule your appointment today. 804-693-2670

riversideonline.com/women

Partners in Women’s Health

Lisa Casanova, M.D. 
Monilla Dent, M.D.
Jeffrey Henke, M.D. 

Leslie Hurt, M.D. 
Jawwad Khan, M.D. 
Joseph Keith King, M.D.

Diane Maddela, D.O.
Darine Moukalled, M.D.
Karanvir Virk, M.D.

Do you Remember?
This 1920s image of a “Roarin’ 20s” swim party was 
probably taken in lower Northumberland County. From 
left are (front row) Lulu Whitaker, Mae Diller and Linda 
Dillar; (next row) ? Christopher, Addiebelle ? and Mervin 
Christopher. The others are not known, said Kilmarnock 
Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. If anyone can 
help identify these folks, call Ashburn at 296-0930. “Do 
you Remember?” is a community service of the museum.

Readers respond
Regarding the photo that ran February 12, Mitchell 

High School. The students from left to right (front row) 
are Laura Thrift, Bobbie Ball, Ollie May Hutchings and 
Joyce Kent; (next row) Harding Selby and Charlotte Ann 
Russell; (next row) Fitzhugh Harding, Stanley Headley, 
Wallace Kent and Joe Mitchell.
Peggy Whaley and W.R. Keyser also called. According to 
Keyser the students pictured represented the class of 
1942.
To comment on “Do you Remember?” photos, call Carroll 
Lee Ashburn, 296-0930, or contact the Rappahannock 
Record: 27 North Main Street, Kilmarnock; P.O. Box 400, 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482; 435-1701; editor@rapprecord.
com.

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Ryan T. McDougle

In June of last year, after an impasse that 
lasted over 100 days, the General Assembly 
approved a two-year budget for the Com-
monwealth. That budget became effective on 
July 1 of last year and remains in force until 
June 30, 2016, more than 15 months from 
now.

Since the General Assembly was in a spe-
cial session to deal with the budget last year, 
lawmakers enacted changes to the budget 
last September that reflected lower revenue 
estimates as soon as legislators were made 
aware of them. That way, adjustments to the 
budget were made early, making this year’s 
task of putting the budget into balance less 
daunting than it otherwise would have been.

 The Senate last week approved its 
package of budget amendments, 38-0. 
That’s a big turnaround from the conten-
tious budget fights that characterized 
the overtime budget struggles of 2012 
and 2014. It has been eight years since a 
Senate budget bill was approved without 
a single dissenting vote, so it’s a rare 

occurrence—and an accomplishment.
 Now, the process of negotiating the dif-

ferent packages of budget amendments 
begins. However, we shouldn’t expect an 
impasse that takes the General Assembly 
into overtime this year. Both the House and 
Senate plans were free of the contentious 
issues that led to past standoffs. The plans 
do not raise taxes and there’s no scheme to 
fully implement Obamacare in either budget 
proposal. Our prospects for adjourning as 
scheduled on February 28 are excellent.

Last Tuesday marked crossover, the legis-
lative midway point of the General Assembly 
session. The Senate has completed its work 
on all the bills filed by senators and the 
House has completed considering all the 
bills filed by delegates. Now, we must go 
before committees in the opposite chamber 
to present our bills.

Senate Bill 1032, a bill that I have cham-
pioned, saw its final passage on Friday. 
SB1032 will replace the Virginia ABC 
Department with a Virginia ABC Authority. 

The proposed authority will be managed by 
qualified board members and a chief execu-
tive officer, appointed by the board.

The proposed language creates a mini-
mum education and business experience 
level requirements for board members and 
the chief executive officer. Board members 
will serve four-year terms with a staggering 
rotation to ensure continuity within the board 
and authority. 

The three-member board would be 
required to submit a six-year operating 
plan to the governor and General Assem-
bly. Money the ABC generates will still be 
directed to the general fund, to help support 
education here in the Commonwealth.  This 
over all change will allow ABC to operate 
more efficiently and in turn generate more 
money to be placed in the General Assembly 
fund.

I enjoyed meeting with the groups of 
realtors, including those from Richmond 
County, Northumberland, and Westmore-
land. 

The Lancaster County Demo-
cratic Committee will meet at 
6:30 pm. Monday, February 23, 
at Bank of Lancaster northside, 
432 North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock.

The speaker for the March 
“Dining with Dems” dinner will 
be announced, reported acting 
chairman Nick Magnani. There 
also will be reports on the mem-
bership drive and Democratic 
challengers in the upcoming 
elections.   

The guest speaker will be 
attorney Margie Armen, an 
activist for micro credit. She will 
present “Women, Entrepreneur-
ship, and International Develop-
ment.” 

Armen will make the case that 
women in the developing world 
hold the key to unlock future 
progress and peace. Major inter-
national aid agencies and gov-
erning bodies are changing their 
policies as a result.

“We have all heard the expres-
sion, ‘The hand that rocks the 
cradle rules the world,’” said 
Armen. “Well, it turns out that, 
like so many old sayings, it’s 
true.” 

The founding chief executive 
officer of Micro Credit NOW, 
Armen has worked for over a 
dozen years to unleash women’s 
economic power through uncon-
ventional small business financ-
ing known as micro credit.  

Margie Armen

Micro credit 
activist to 
address 
Lancaster 
Democrats
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Would you care to 
expound on the proper 
protocol for rising 
from the table when 
approached by acquain-
tances while dining in 
a restaurant?  I realize 
there are many variables 
in this situation.  

Alonzo James,
Irvington

Dear Alonzo,
This is a wonderful question 

that hits at the heart of good 
manners—respect. It is a case 
of putting ourselves in the other 
person’s place and doing as we 
would like done to us. Have you 
heard that before?

Unless you are sitting in a 
booth or at a banquette where it 
is difficult to rise, when someone 
stops by your table it is proper to 
stand and greet them. This is true 
whether you are eating or not. 

Of course, if the visitor kindly 
entreats you not to bother stand-
ing, you are excused. It is also 
important not to allow your 
conversation to be so long that 
others at your table feel ignored. 
If it seems that introduction of all 
guests is expected or desired, then 
both men and women rise, as 

they are able, when introduced. 
An awkward situation some-

times arises if the visiting person 
is blind to the fact that everyone 
has politely stopped eating and 
the enchiladas are getting chilly. 
You may attempt to end the 
encounter with a “Well, it was 
good to see you, Leslie. Thanks 
for speaking.” 

If Leslie lingers, my recom-
mendation is to do as my ever 
gracious mother did and say, 
”Will you join us?” If a clue-
less Leslie neither joins you nor 
leaves, say with a smile, “Excuse 
me, please. I need to attend to this 
delicious morsel!”  And then do 
so. 

If you are the one stopping 
by an acquaintance’s table to 
say hello, make it brief, and as 
you greet your friend also smile 
at others in the party. That way, 
everyone will be pleased you 
stopped—for a few moments.

Ginger Philbrick is the owner 
of Because You Are Polite….LLC. 
You are invited to e-mail your 
manners questions to her and she 
will respond as time and space 
allow. You may contact her at 
youarepolite1@verizon.net and 
visit her website at becausey-
ouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

Because You Are Polite...
                Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick

Trailing arbutus (Epi-
gaea  repens) is one of the true 
gems of our native wildflowers 
because of its delicate beauty 
and the glorious, heady per-
fume of its flowers. It forms a 
low woody groundcover that 
retains its narrowly oval leaves 
year round.

The flowers, waxy little 
pinkish bells that emerge in 
early spring, have a fragrance 
similar to jasmine. In our area, 
trailing arbutus is occasionally 
seen on north or east-facing 
slopes in wooded areas or on 
roadcuts, an indication of its 
preference for a moist but 
well-drained location in partial 
shade.

Trailing arbutus has a reputation, which it partially deserves, 
for being difficult to grow in the home garden. Digging it up 
in the wild, seldom a wise practice, will rarely be successful 
because its deep roots are easy to damage. Plants are available 
by mail order from nurseries specializing in native plants.

Visit Go Native-Grow Native at nnnps.org to learn about 
choosing and growing native plants. 

Go Native, Grow Native
submitted by Gary Chafin, Northern Neck Chapter

of the Virginia Native Plant Society

Trailing arbutus in bloom. 
Photo by Phil Patrie


