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WHITE STONE—With a block grant dead-
line quickly approaching, the White Stone 
Town Council and management team urge 
residents to complete their applications for 
state-funded housing rehabilitation. 

Some 60 people attended a community meet-
ing at Mt. Vernon Baptist Church last Tuesday 
to learn more about 
the proposed White 
Stone re-do. 

“I’m very excited 
about this revitaliza-
tion,” said Mayor 
Randy Reeves. “When 
I was a kid...we had a 
theater, bowling alley, 
dry cleaners, laundro-
mat...you name it we had it. I’d like to see some 
of those [businesses] come back to town.”   

White Stone was awarded a Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Planning 
Grant of $30,000 from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Housing and Community Develop-
ment (DHCD) last fall to identify needs and 
possible solutions for a proposed renova-
tion and revitalization project, with the first 
phase being residential. In addition, the town 
received a $10,000 grant from the Virginia 
Housing Development Authority (VHDA). 

The deadline for the town to apply for the 
grant is March 25. 

We are competing against 30 other towns 

and localities across the state for these grants, 
said town manager Patrick Frere. 

The focus for the initial planning grant is 
to bring any substandard housing in the area 
up to current DHCD Housing Quality Stan-
dards.

The residential area initially targeted includes 
homes on Ice House Drive, Buttercup Lane, 
Sandlin Drive, Rose Lane, Jasmine Road, Ches-

apeake Drive (west) 
and along Irvington 
Road. A town manage-
ment team voted unan-
imously, 9-0, during its 
meeting last Tuesday 
to extend the boundar-
ies beyond town limits 
to the 5900 block of 
Irvington Road, just 

past the intersection with Woods Drive. 
According to Frere, the amended boundary 

change was “accepted by the funders, but it 
could be subject to change based on available 
funding.” 

“It’s really important, if you are inter-
ested in participating in this housing reha-
bilitation, we need to know in the next few 
weeks,” Frere told residents last week. 

Applicants must be considered low-to-
moderate income and their homes must 
be in need of repairs. Beneficiaries of the 
grant will receive a 0% interest loan and 
repayment is based on ability to pay with a 
monthly payment for up to 10 years. 

Northern Neck Planning District Com-
mission (NNPDC) executive director Jerry 
Davis assured residents all income and 
application information will be kept strictly 
confidential. 

NNPDC community development planner 
John Bateman will assist residents with the 
application process. No one from the town or 
town council will view the income informa-
tion, said Reeves. 

“This initial phase is focused on housing,” 
said Frere. “If you are interested, you need to 
reach out now.”

Those interested in applying, are urged 
to call Bateman at 313-8478, or the White 
Stone Town Office at 435-3260.

According to Frere, the second phase of 
the town’s revitalization will focus on the 
commercial, downtown area. 

Elton Smith of White Stone asked how 
much funding would be available to the town. 

Davis said this initial grant application 
would be for $700,000 to $1.3 million. 

“There will be multiple applications [for 
the next phase], so it can be several million,” 
said Davis. 

A housing rehabilitation application is not 
binding, Davis explained. By filing an appli-
cation, the resident is basically stating he or 
she is interested. They are not committing to 
anything. 

However, Frere added, the more people 
that show need and interest, the more likely 
the town will receive a grant. 

Even people who are renting can qualify 
for housing rehabilitation, said Davis. The 
rehab is based on the renter’s income with 
some commitments from the owner that a 
low-to-moderate income renter will remain 
in the residence for the 10-year payback 
period. 

Several residents questioned the time 
frame from application to construction. 
Davis said, “These things take time. Right 
now we are figuring out what this project 
looks like and who the beneficiaries are.”

The first phase usually takes between 18 
to 24 months to implement, he added. With 
multiple phases involved, like White Stone 
plans, the town could be involved for two, 
three even up to five years, said Davis. 

The town has already secured the services 
of Bowman Consulting of Williamsburg, 
which is  preparing a preliminary engineer-
ing review (PER) as part of the grant pro-
cess. Ken Baybutt with Bowman Consulting 
told residents last Tuesday his firm is recom-
mending “a central sewage treatment plant.” 
The PER is reviewing the town’s sewer, 
drainage and wastewater issues. 

Wastewater would be collected and pumped 
to a central wastewater treatment plant, he 
said. The wastewater would be treated and a 
subsurface drainfield used. 

Bowman is reviewing collection types and 
system costs and will make a recommenda-
tion to the management team for approval, 
added Baybutt.

WHITE STONE—Council will 
host two mandatory public hearings in 
March to finalize a community block 
grant application to the state Depart-
ment of Housing and Community 
Development (DHCD).

The first hearing on the grant appli-
cation will be held at 7 p.m. March 5 
during council’s monthly meeting. The 
second hearing will be held at 7 p.m. 
March 19. Both will be in the town 
office, 433 Rappahannock Drive. 

Council is expected to adopt a reso-
lution for the related application fol-
lowing the second hearing. The grant 
application deadline is March 25, town 
manager Patrick Frere told council last 
Thursday. 

According to Frere, some 30 locali-
ties statewide are competing for about 
10 grants to be awarded in July. 

White Stone held a community meet-

ing to educate residents about the grant 
and housing needs assessment pro-
cesses last Tuesday. About 60 people 
attended the meeting at Mt. Vernon 
Baptist Church. (see related story)

“We have some positive momentum 
going and we need to keep moving on 
it,” said Frere. 

White Stone received $30,000 in a 
Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) Planning Grant last fall and 
is hoping to receive a state grant for a 
town revitalization project, beginning 
with housing rehabilitation.Anyone 
interested in applying for housing reha-
bilitation is urged to do so as soon as 
possible, said Frere.

To apply, call Northern Neck Plan-
ning District Commission community 
development planner John Bateman 
at 313-8478, or the White Stone Town 
Office at 435-3260.

At right, Jerry Davis of the Northern Neck Planning District Commission addresses some 60 people at 
last week’s community meeting in White Stone. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

White Stone housing rehabilitation meeting well attended

Moving
on up

Lancaster 
Community 
Library displays 
progress towards 
the renovation 
of their new 
building at 16 Town 
Centre Drive in 
Kilmarnock. Now at 
60% of the Capital 
Campaign goal, LCL 
is working on the 
construction plans 
with Connemara 
Corporation of 
White Stone. 
Upcoming 
fundraisers include 
an Adult Spelling 
Bee March 1. See 
Area Events on page 
B1.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster County School Board last Monday moved 
a step closer to purchasing the Lancaster Community Library building.

After a closed session, the board voted 4-0 to authorize attorney John Martin 
to write a letter to the library board indicating its intent to purchase the build-
ing. Member Ella Davis did not attend the meeting.

According to school board chairman Dr. Robert Westbrook, the library 
board requested the letter. The request was approved by school board attorney 
D. Patrick Lacy, he added.

Supervisors last November approved $735,000 in the county’s Capital 
Improvement Budget for 2015 toward the purchase and renovations of the 
library building at 235 School Street in Kilmarnock. 

According to county planning and land use director Don Gill, the figure 
represents the appraised value.

Lancaster school board
authorizes letter of intent
to purchase library tract

by Audrey Thomasson

Housing grant
work extends to 
council session

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

“This initial phase is focused on 
housing. If you are interested, you 
need to reach out now.”

—Patrick Frere, 
White Stone town manager

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

HOUSING continued on page A2
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Up to date and accurate information

Housing inspections and 
assessments for the project 
should begin this week. 

A management team meeting 
on the grant application will be 
held at 4 p.m. February 26 at the 
town office. 

Council unanimously adopted 
a resolution last week listing sev-
eral policies which would bring 
the town in line with require-
ments for receiving grants. 
Among them are a non-dis-
crimination policy, a drug-free 
workplace policy, a fair hous-
ing certification, a business and 
employment plan, a grievance 
procedure and a handicap non-
discrimination policy. Several of 
the policies and procedures may 
be enacted by the town manager.  

Irving Brittingham made the 
motion to adopt the resolution. 
Will Hubbard added a second 
and the motion passed, 6-0. 
Voting in favor were Britting-
ham, Hubbard, Joe Sliakis, Jen-
nifer Hodges, David Jones and 
Kelli Blankenship. Blair Kenyon 
was absent. 
Other business

Planning commission chair-
man John Taliaferro alerted 
council of a public hearing the 
commission will hold at 5:30 
p.m. February 26 at the town 
office. The hearing will be on 
conditional zoning and site plan 
amendments to the zoning and 
subdivision ordinance. 

“Nothing has been done on 
zoning since it was adopted” 
some 30-plus years ago, 
explained Taliaferro. 

“These are sections in the 
state code that allow for condi-
tional zoning and it would allow 
for what the state allows now 
and when that is amended,” said 
Frere. 

“The site plan ordinance is 
also modeled after the coun-
ty’s site plan ordinance,” Frere 
added. “So it would be familiar 
to builders and developers.”

Council also voted, 6-0, to 

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland Associa-
tion for Progressive Steward-
ship (NAPS) on February 7 
presented “Residential Solar 
Power in the Northern Neck” 
to inform homeowners of the 
basic language, construction 
considerations and benefits of 
going solar.

Some 61 members and non-
members attended the ses-
sion at the annual meeting at 
Heathsville United Method-
ist Church, reported publicity 
chairman Jay Walker.

Vice president Lee Allain 
opened the program with a 
review of the “language of 
solar and some basics.” He 
noted it costs 12 cents to light 
a 100 Watt light bulb for 10 
hours, run a 1,000 Watt heater 
for an hour, or to travel three 
miles with an electric vehicle.

He said the sun works about 
1,825 to 2,190 hours. Allain 

Housing
continued from page A1

allow Frere to research the pos-
sibility of changing the town’s 
polling place. Currently, the 
White Stone firehouse functions 
as the polling place for District 
3 during general elections. The 
town office is the polling place 
for town elections. 

According to Frere, the Lan-
caster County’s registrar’s office 
contacted him about a month 
ago to suggest having the polling 
place for both town and general 
elections in the same location. 
The fire department is building a 
new facility, so the polling place 
will have to be moved. 

The registrar suggested White 
Stone United Methodist Church 
as a polling place for both town 
and general elections. Although 
the church is outside of the town 
limits, Frere was assured the 
polling place for town elections 
could be held in a location up to 
one mile outside of town. 

Council wanted Frere to find 
out the costs associated with 
advertising the move along with 
notifying all registered voters 
and whether those expenses 
would be paid by the town or 
county. 

Town attorney Matson Terry 
also wanted “a concrete agree-
ment” with the church and to 
find out whether the church 
administrators understand all the 
liabilities and requirements asso-
ciated with serving as a polling 
place. 

Following an executive ses-
sion, council voted 6-0 to 
increase the hourly rate of the 
town manager. Hubbard made 
the motion and Brittingham sec-
onded it. 

“The increase was needed 
because of all the grant writ-
ing and research that’s being 
required,” said Mayor Randy 
Reeves. “The town is fortunate 
to have Patrick. We’d be lost 
without him and all he’s doing. 
He’s put in a lot of hours on this 
and it’s a lot of detailed work.”

From left are Dr. Greg Haugan, Nick Messar and Sean Ingles.

NAPS hosts solar energy panel
described the components of 
a typical solar system, using 
a demonstration configuration 
that NAPS acquired for the 
Northumberland High School. 
This system consists of pho-
tovoltaic solar cells, charge 
converter, inverter, and batter-
ies (at an extra cost).  A 5 KW 
array at $4/Watt costs $20,000 
($14,000 after the $6,000 tax 
break currently available) and 
has a life expectancy of 20 to 
25 years.  Payback, he esti-
mated, is about 10 years with 
no increase in costs that utili-
ties are certain to do.

Two speakers made the solar 
experts presentations in a panel 
discussion chaired by Dr. Greg 
Haugan. It became clear that a 
solar energy industry is up and 
running in Virginia, reported 
Walker. At present, most of the 
construction is for commercial 
companies, they stated, but 
residential is a fast-growing 

slice of the pie.  Both compa-
nies were created as solar divi-
sions of established contrac-
tors. But the solar divisions 
had to hire an array of experts 
and a substantial work force 
in order to install a range of 
configurations to fit the needs 
and pocket books of their cli-
ents. Both speakers empha-
sized homeowners should find 
out the level of expertise of the 
solar contractor, because the 
business requires sophisticated 
designers.

Nick Messar, representing 
Prospect Solar, reported his 
company was formed in 2010 
as a subsidiary of a roofing 
firm.  The company now has 
a work force of about 400. He 
said that about 20% of the busi-
ness is residential, but has been 
growing. Farms are particularly 
important potential solar energy 
customers, he added.  As a 
result, Prospect Solar now has 
a residential specialist on board.

Sean Ingles, representing 
Integrated Power Sources of 
Virginia, reported his com-
pany became an off-shoot of 
a crane manufacturer in 2009. 
He predicted that commer-
cial installations will double 
this year. Ingles stressed the 
need to have multiple designs 
to accommodate challenging 
requirements. For example, 
he described an energy secu-
rity system that includes bat-
tery backup for grid type solar 
installations. Power Sources 
has added roofing experts in 
order to deal with the various 
types of roofing materials. In 
another example, the company 
has installed solar panels on 
sun rooms. He predicted that 
in the future, solar panels will 
replace windows in houses.

“I think this program dem-
onstrated how much interest 
there is in solar energy here,” 
said Dr. Haugan.

KILMARNOCK—In antic-
ipation of additional educa-
tion funding from the Com-
monwealth, the school board 
Monday postponed a vote on a 
proposed $15,959,870 school 
budget for fiscal year 2015-
16.

“It looks as if we will get 

Vote on Lancaster school budget postponed 
pending related General Assembly action

by Audrey Thomasson more money from the state,” 
school superintendent Steven 
Parker wrote in an email to 
board members prior to last 
Monday night’s school board 
meeting. “It would be unwise 
at this point to approve a 
budget to present to the board 
of supervisors with incomplete 
information. I suggest we delay 
everything by one month.”

At the meeting, Parker 
reported both houses of the 
General Assembly are recom-
mending increasing the edu-
cation budget for K-12. The 
House is recommending an 
increase of $88 million, while 
the Senate is suggesting $46 
million.

“We should have an idea of 
what we can expect from the 
state by the end of the week, 
but the state won’t have an 
approved budget until the end 
of the month,” Parker said.

According to District 5 
member and school board 
chairman Dr. Robert West-
brook, the state’s proposed 
increase would “give teach-

ers a 1.5% pay increase.” 
However, he added the state 
would only pick up 20% of 
the increase while Lancaster 
County would have to pay 
nearly 80% based on the com-
posite index formula to deter-
mine a county’s ability to fund 
schools.

Additionally, the board 
voted to move the March 
meeting to Monday, March 
16, when they will vote on 
the budget. The delay is due 
to a conflict with the Vir-
ginia School Board Associa-
tion Eastern Region forum at 
Mathews High School on the 
board’s regular meeting date 
of March 9.  
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LOTTSBURG—Northumberland school board member 
Gerald Howard on February 9 said he sees “a new spark” in the 
school system.

“I really feel good about the direction in which the whole 
school system is moving,” said Howard.

Board chairman Dick Saxer concurred.
“Most of the time, I’m afraid, we don’t tell teachers how 

pleased we are,” Saxer said. “From experience, teaching is one 
of the hardest jobs that there is, but it is one of the greatest jobs 
that there is.”

Band director Walt Mallorie reported by email that Northum-
berland Middle School student Nathan Parker was selected 
to the District Honors Band. Mallorie said Parker is only the 
second NMS student to be selected to the band in the past 
decade.

Northumberland Elementary School Guidance counselor 
Lynne Haynie reported the WatchDOGS program has had a 
successful start. WatchDOGS is a program that brings fathers 
into the school system to volunteer and work with kids. The 
name is partly an acronym for Dads of Great Students.

The board approved a $500 carry-over for school employees’ 
insurance flexible spending accounts. Previously, any money 
contributed to a flexible spending account was lost if not used 
by the end of the year.

LOTTSBURG—The Nor-
thumberland school board 
on February 5 appointed Jim 
Michel to fill the District 1 
seat.

“For this board, our decision 
today is known as a no-win 
situation,” said chairman Dick 
Saxer. “Some people will be 
upset and even angry if the 
person they support is not 
chosen. So be it. However, the 
board does genuinely hope that 
all four applicants seriously 
consider running for the seat in 
November.”

Saxer then nominated Rap-
pahannock Community Col-
lege professor Matthew Brent, 
seconded by vice chair Betty 
Christopher. Board member 
Gerald Howard objected.

“I don’t think what you’re 
doing is fair,” said Howard. 
“You said what you had to 
say. I have something to say 
before the nomination starts. 
…I should have had a chance 
to speak before you even put in 
the nomination.”

Under school board bylaws, 
the chairman may make and 
vote on motions. Although 

An article appearing Febru-
ary 5 regarding a public hear-
ing on Northumberland school 
board candidates, failed to 
mention some of Dana O’Bier’s 
salient qualifications, includ-
ing her membership on the 
parent-faculty organization, 
the Northumberland Elemen-
tary School family advisory 
council, the special education 
advisory council, and her expe-
rience in in-home daycare.

FYI
River Market
Prime Rib Dinner
White Stone 435-1725

Northumberland  school board
appoints Michel to District 1 seat

Jim Michel

by Renss Greene

Salon By The Bay of Topping has now been in business for 
eighteen months. The full service salon offers a very unique 
setting of separate stylist suites so that our clients receive 
the highest quality service in a private, comfortable environ-
ment.

Hair Stylists Colleen Bednarczyk, Sarah Jones, and Kelley Allen 
as well as nail technician Donna Goodman offer all phases of 
hair care and spa services which include wax and nail services.

Copolla Keratin Complex Straightening System, and Babe hair 
extensions.

Salon By the Bay’s services include consultations and Botox 
cosmetics by plastic surgeon Dr. Mike Armstrong. Plans call for 
adding a massage therapist and or an esthetician.

of February. Be sure to like our page on Facebook!

Call the salon to make an appointment at 804-776-0061
Salon By The Bay  -  82 Campbell Drive, Topping

From left, superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates presents 

Gerald Howard, on the occasion of Virginia’s School 
Board Appreciation Month. Gates and the board also 
recognized “the person that we couldn’t keep all this 
going without,” school board clerk Carol Badenoch.

Positive direction
pleases school board

Clarification

Robert’s Rules of Order 
Revised, which describes the 
rules adopted by the school 
board, confines debate on 
a motion to the question at 
hand, Saxer eventually allowed 
Howard to speak broadly. 
Howard thanked the com-
munity members who turned 
out for a well-attended public 
hearing on the appointment 
last week.

“After all, this process 
should not be about who I like, 
who any of us like, but who the 
first district wants in there,” he 
said. “And I think when you 
open it up, and you invite the 

public to come in and say who 
they want, I hope that process 
wasn’t done just for show. I 
would hope that that part of 
the process was done for us to 
consider who they want.”

Emergency services coun-
selor and former school board 
member Susan Smith-Leland 
enjoyed an outpouring of com-
munity support at the prior 
public hearing.

“I’ve been on the board 12, 
13 years, and we’ve made 
some difficult decisions, and 
I think this is probably one of 
the hardest ones that we’ve 
had to do,” said board member 
Dean Sumner. “The good news 
is, we’re going to get a good 
representative. The bad news 
is, we have to make a decision 
for the first district that I don’t 
really feel comfortable doing.”

The vote was divided evenly. 
Saxer and Christopher voted 
aye; Howard and Sumner voted 
nay. The motion to appoint 
Brent failed.

Upon failure of that motion, 
Howard moved to appoint 
Susan Smith-Leland, seconded 
by Sumner.

The second motion failed as 
well, divided along the same 

lines. Howard and Sumner 
voted aye; Saxer and Christo-
pher voted nay.

Sumner then nominated 
Michel, citing his community 
leadership experience.

“He would be able to jump in 
in the middle of budget season 
and have experience,” Sumner 
said.

Sumner, Christopher, and 
Saxer voted aye. Howard voted 
nay.

Michel comes into the post 
at the beginning of the board’s 
budget work, and will fill the 
seat for less than a year before 
elections are held in November.

Michel said he does not 
expect the contentious vote to 
get in the way of his work on 
the school board.

“I’m going to give it 150%, 
so it doesn’t matter,” Michel 
said.

by Renss Greene

CHARLOTTESVILLE—
The 75-day spring wildfire 
season in the Commonwealth 
begins Sunday, February 15, 
when the 4 p.m. Burn Law 
goes into effect.

The 4 p.m. Burn Law 
allows burning only between 
4 p.m. and midnight, reported 
State Forester Bettina Ring. 
Citizens are reminded to be 
extra careful with any open-
air fire through April 30.  

“Wildfires in the Com-
monwealth are very weather 
dependent,” said Ring. “Low 
humidity, dry fuels—such as 
leaves, grass and tree limbs 
—and gusty winds are preva-
lent this time of year.  Even 
a relatively small fire can 
quickly get out of control and 
spread fast.”

Ring said that 37% of the 
wildfires that occur in Vir-
ginia each year are caused 
by people burning trash or 
debris. 

“It’s the number one cause 
year in and year out,” she 
said. “And these fires threaten 
the lives of thousands of Vir-
ginians. Last year alone, more 
than 2,000 homes and other 

structures were protected by 
the Virginia Department of 
Forestry’s wildland firefight-
ers.”

According to VDOF 
records, more than 95% of 
wildfires in the Common-
wealth each year are caused 
by humans and, thus, are pre-
ventable.

Just because burning is 
allowed after 4 p.m., con-
ditions may not be suit-
able, according to director 
of resource protection John 
Miller.

“If wind speed is in excess 
of 20 miles per hour and 
humidity levels are below 
30%, please don’t light a fire,” 
said Miller. “ The chances are 
high that the fire will escape 
– and that’s a life safety issue 
for you, your family and your 
neighbors.”

If conditions are suitable 
the day you wish to burn, 
Miller recommends:

than one big pile.

pile down to bare dirt before 
igniting your fire.

material to the fire after mid-
night.

and a shovel on hand to extin-
guish any spot fires that ignite 
away from the burn pile.

fire escapes control. 
Starting a fire before 4 p.m. 

during spring wildfire season 
is a Class 3 misdemeanor 
crime. In addition to a fine 
of not more than $500, the 
person responsible for the 
fire’s escape is financially 
liable for the cost of suppress-
ing the fire and for damage 
caused to another’s property.

“The cost of battling a wild-
fire that escapes someone’s 
control can easily reach thou-
sands of dollars,” said Miller 
said. “If your fire burns down 
the neighbor’s home or barn, 
you could be liable for hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars 
for the property damage. The 
men and women who put their 
lives in danger fighting these 
wildfires do so in the most 
safe and cost-effective way 
possible, but the costs can be 
very high, especially if the 
fire becomes very large.”

4 p.m. Burn Law will begin Sunday

Northumberland County Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins this week reported charges 
against nine individuals.
Felonies

Tory Royal, 28, of Callao was charged Febru-
ary 7 with strangulation and assault and battery.

Nancy Lee Williams, 59, of Callao was 
charged February 7 with felony identity theft.
Misdemeanors

A Callao woman, 30, was charged February 
3 with failing to appear in the Northumberland 
County General District Court and driving on a 
suspended/revoked license.

A Callao man, 37, was charged February 7 

with driving under the influence, refusal of a 
breath test, driving suspended and reckless driv-
ing.

A Lancaster man, 24, was charged February 7 
with possession of marijuana.

A Charlottesville woman, 32, was charged 
February 7 with driving under the influence.

A Callao woman, 25, was charged February 7 
on a Westmoreland County warrant with inten-
tional damage less than $1,000. 

A Richmond woman, 41, was charged Febru-
ary 7 with issuing a bad check.

A Heathsville man, 25, was charged February 
8 with being drunk in public.

SHERIFF’S REPORT

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with a copy of the Rappahannock Record!
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Valentine Special ~ It’s Back!
Buy one month at regular price, get the second month at 
½ price! All levels all packages Mystic Spray Tan will be 

½ off packages of 5 sessions!

VIP Membership
$100.00 to join & all tanning packages you buy will be

 ½ off the regular price for the next twelve months 

& 20% off all regular price lotion!

FEBRUARY 13 & 14 ONLY:
All tanning packages and sessions packages will be 

50% off the regular price! Limit one per customer

TAN 4 YOU
406 N. MAIN ST., Kilmarnock

(804) 435-1723

LANCASTER—After two 
trials, the accused walked out 
of Lancaster County Circuit 
Court Monday a free man.

The Commonwealth Attor-
ney’s office filed a motion not 
to pursue drug dealing and 
child endangerment charges 
against Delvin Palmer at this 
time after admittedly making 
mistakes during two jury 
trials. 

Palmer’s first trial ended in 
a mistrial because one of two 
tape recordings of the alleged 
drug deals was not turned over 
to the defense prior to trial.

A second jury trial resulted 
in a conviction and jury rec-
ommendation of some 30 
years. However, defense 
attorney Scott Pickus filed a 
motion to set aside the con-
viction because the prosecu-
tion’s witness testified she 
was not offered a deal involv-
ing felony charges against 
her and that the prosecution 
vouched for her testimony, 
when, in fact, the witness 
signed a deal seven days 
before testifying.

Assistant Commonwealth 
Attorney Kenny Kunkle said 
the first mistake with the 
recording was an oversight 
and the second was a result of 
the defendant’s first attorney 
being rushed to the hospital 
just minutes before the trial 
was to begin.

“The former attorney was a 
personal friend of mine who 
got sick and had to be trans-
ported to the hospital, so I 
didn’t think about (the plea 
agreement) that day,” said 
Kunkle. “It’s improper for me 

or anyone else in the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney’s office 
to prosecute this case.” 

Additionally, Pickus 
informed the judge the Com-
monwealth’s forensic scientist 
who tested the “substance” 
Palmer was accused of dealing 
has since been fired from her 
job for not performing to state 
standards.

“Is it your understanding 
that judges have dropped pros-
ecutions based on that infor-
mation?” asked Judge Harry 
T. Taliaferro III.

“In some jurisdictions,” 
Kunkle replied.

“I’m not sure (the forensic 
expert) testified in the first 
case,” said the judge. “(Lan-
caster Sheriff ’s) investigator 
Joanie Kent testified about the 
information.”

Judge Taliaferro also noted 
the perjured witness testi-
fied she didn’t have any plea 
agreement, “...when she had 
11 felony indictments...half 
the charges were nolle prossed 
and the other received no 
time.”

After extensive question-
ing, the judge concluded, “If 
there wasn’t all this other 
clutter in this case...I’d have 
to think long and hard about 
dismissing.” He noted his 
options were to dismiss the 
charges entirely, go to trial a 
third time or nolle prosequi 
the charges.

“I find that there is good 
cause to nolle prosequi. He’s 
not on bond so he’s free to go,” 
Judge Taliaferro ruled.

Nolle prossed charges can 
legally be brought back at a 
later date, although sources 
said it is unlikely.

LANCASTER—Supervi-
sors will hold a boat tax com-
mittee meeting at 6 p.m. Tues-
day, February 17, at the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

The committee will review 
the county’s personal property 
tax levy on boats. 

I RV I N G T O N — To w n 
council is expected to appoint 
new committees tonight, Feb-
ruary 12. The meeting will 
begin at 7:30 p.m. in the Town 
Hall, 235 Steamboat Road, 
Irvington.

Members also will review 
a proposal for a high-density 
ordinance to address possible 
future build-outs at Tides Inn. 

Councilman Jerry Latell will 
present an update on a planned 
triathlon in September.

Council also will consider 
an appointment to the planning 
commission.

KILMARNOCK—The next 
Kilmarnock Town Coun-
cil meeting has been resched-
uled to avoid a conflict with 
President’s Day. The council 
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, 
February 23, in the Town Hall, 
1 North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock.

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster planning com-
mission on Thursday, Febru-
ary 19, will take a first look at 
the county’s proposed capital 
improvement budget for fiscal 
years 2016-20.

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. at the County Administra-
tion Building, 8311 Mary Ball 
Road, Lancaster.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland board 
of supervisors will meet 
today, February 12, to hear a 
discussion of its audit report by 
Paul Lee of Robinson, Farmer, 
Cox Associates and treasurer 
Ellen Booker Kirby.

The meeting will begin at 
5 p.m. in the Northumberland 
County Courts Building, 39 
Judicial Place, Heathsville.

 The board also will hear the 
planning commission’s end-of-
year report.

Three public hearings are 
slated at 7 p.m. Hearings will 
address:

-
chert and Cecily Garka to build 
within a resource protection 
area in the Potomac Subdivi-
sion.

Sisson for a commercial sea-
food operation pier at 449 Wic-
omico View Lane.

the Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries to maintain 
and patrol Lodge Landing near 
Callao.

COLONIAL BEACH—
The Potomac River Fin-

-
tee will meet at 6 p.m. today, 
February 12, at the PRFC 
Office, 222 Taylor Street, 
Colonial Beach.

Agenda items include dis-
cussion and recommenda-
tions on options for com-
mercial and recreational sea-
sons, size and creel limits for 
summer flounder, black sea 
and striped bass (recreational 
only). There will be discus-
sions on the blue catfish 
winter fishery and the large-
mouth bass state of the river 
report.

The committee will review 
the striped bass commercial 
hook and line fishery perfor-
mance and quota.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Gloucester

© VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING 
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

cblgloucester@gmail.com
 Jenny Crittenden (804) 824- 9614 | Ashley Gilmartin  (804) 695- 0700

P.O. Box 26 | Gloucester, VA 23061

GET READY TO 

LAUNCH GLOUCESTER
If you have a great idea for a new business or are looking to  

expand your current one, we want to hear about it! Applications 
for the Launch Gloucester entrepreneur contest now available at:

www.LaunchGloucester.com

TOTAL PRIZES VALUED AT $95,000

DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 20

www.LaunchGloucester.com 

RICHMOND—As lovers 
and those looking for love pre-
pare to celebrate Valentine’s 
Day, AARP’s Fraud Watch 
Network recently released new 
tips on how Virginians can 
protect themselves from scam-
mers taking aim at their hearts 
and their pocketbooks.

Scamming thousands of 
men and women each year—
most over age 40—romance 
swindles consistently make 
Top Scams lists, including 
those of the FBI’s Internet 
Crime Complaint Center (ic3.
gov). The average per-victim 
loss is $10,000, according to 
MoneyGram. Other Valen-
tine’s Day cons include phony 
e-cards, sham flower sales and 
a rumored cash-on-delivery 
scam.

 “Whether you’re head over 
heels in love and looking for 
the perfect gift or searching for 
a love connection, scammers 

How to spot and avoid romance scams

Accused is ‘free to go’
by Audrey Thomasson

are breaking Virginians’ hearts 
and their bank accounts,” said 
AARP Virginia state president 
Bob Blancato. “AARP’s Fraud 
Watch Network is helping 
people spot and avoid heartless 

scams. And if you or a loved 
one has been victimized, call 
our helpline for advice and 
guidance.”

 The Fraud Watch Network 
hotline number, 877-908-3360, 
is toll-free. The AARP Fraud 
Watch Network provides you 
with access to information 
about identity theft, investment 
fraud and the latest scams. It 
can be accessed at aarp.org/
fraudwatchnetwork.
Online dating scams

With 38% of singles who are 
looking for love having used 
online dating sites, it is criti-
cal for Virginians to beware of 
these signs their “sweetheart” 
is really a scammer: 

site immediately upon meeting 
and quickly asks for an e-mail 
address, phone number, or 
instant messaging username.

just a few contacts.

too good to be true, including a 
supermodel-worthy photo.

-
tions about where they live and 
work. Or, claims that he or she 
is a U.S. citizen who is abroad, 
is wealthy, or is a person of 
important status.

times (and, usually through a 
wire transfer) to pay for travel, 
a child or other relative’s hos-
pital bills, recovery from a 
temporary financial setback, or 
expenses while a big business 
deal comes through.

desperate, persistent, or angry 
way if you don’t send money 
immediately.

 Tips for protection:

credit card or online account 
details to anyone they don’t 
know.

-
sonal information is shared 
online.

-
sters to the dating website or 
chat room operator.
 Bogus ecards

Electronic greeting cards 
are an easy way for scammers 
to infect a computer with mal-
ware that gives them remote 
access to a person’s files, 
online banking accounts, and 
passwords, putting them at risk 
for identity theft.  

 Tips for protection:
-

cially when they’re from an 
unnamed person or secret 
admirer.

senders you don’t recognize.

sender’s name, go to the card 
company’s website to open the 
card; usually you’ll receive a 
confirmation code you can use 
to open the ecard.

Scammers will sometimes 
pose as a local florist and then 
charge hidden or inflated fees. 
Or, you may get an e-mail 
from a supposed florist con-
taining harmful links that lead 
to phony sites looking to steal 
personal and credit card infor-
mation in exchange for huge 
discounts.

 Tips for protection:

and know; get referrals from 
friends and check for com-
plaints with the Better Busi-
ness Bureau.

for any florist you use online 
and make sure that the fees for 
the florist who’s actually ful-
filling your order are fully dis-
closed—third parties are often 
used around holidays.

there’s a problem you can dis-
pute it with your card issuer.

email links that could release 
malware onto the computer 
and pose risk for identity theft.
Cash on delivery

Law enforcement across the 
country report con artists are 
delivering flowers-and-wine 
baskets to unsuspecting Valen-
tines, demanding that a charge 
must be paid because alcohol is 
being delivered.

The charge is minimal—
under $5—but the delivery 
person won’t accept cash, only 
a credit card. With the account 
information, the scammer can 
run up thousands in fraudulent 
charges. 

Tip for protection:

for delivered alcohol.

Reach thousands!
435-1701

rrecord.com
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N    BLETT, INC.
Keep Warm - Be Cool

FEBRUARY 4 - FEBRUARY 17

SAVE UP TO

PRESIDENTS’ DAY SALE

 -$10000

 $299900

$289900

$352600
Everyday Package Price

Promotional Price*

Rebate Savings*

Final Price After Savings
*with purchase of all 4 pieces

$62700*

ENERGY STAR® 25.4 Cu. Ft.

Side-By-Side Refrigerator 
GSE25HSHSS 

30” Free-Standing Electric Range 
JB650SFSS 

1.7 Cu. Ft. Over-the-Range Sensor 

Microwave Oven 
JVM6175SFSS 

Stainless Steel Interior Dishwasher

with Hidden Controls 
GDT580SSFSS 

12 MONTH 
NO INTEREST

Designs By 
Rappahannock Flowers

3443 Irvington Road, Irvington, VA
804-438-5800 / 804-438-6422 fax

Don’t forget to order your
Valentine’s flowers!

FREE DELIVERY 
Thursday, February 12 
& Friday, February 13!

SOLD OUT!

Get her something she’ll LOVE 
this Valentine’s Day!

RICHMOND—The Vir-
ginia House of Delegates 
has unanimously approved a 
bill allowing certain types of 
medical marijuana in treating 
epilepsy.

Del. David Albo’s House 
Bill 1445 passed the house 
98-0 on Tuesday, February 
10, the last day for the House 
to act on its own legislation. 
That bill and Sen. David 
Marsden’s Senate Bill 1235 
have been amended to nearly 
the same language, with one 
exception: SB 1235 has an 
emergency clause, which 
would cause the bill to take 
effect immediately upon pas-
sage.

The Senate passed SB 
1235 on February 5, and the 
bill has been referred to the 
House courts of justice com-
mittee.

Lisa Smith, the White 
Stone mother whose child, 
Haley, suffers from Dravet 
Syndrome, spent Monday 
glued to the live stream of the 
House chamber on her com-
puter, and drove to Richmond 
to see the vote Tuesday.

“This is surreal in one 
way,” said Smith. “You just 
remain cautiously optimistic, 
because you’re just waiting 
for the bad news, other than 
the fact that we’ll have to pro-
cure the [medical marijuana] 
oils ourselves.”

The two chambers must 
now agree on exactly the 
same language for the bill 
before it becomes law. HB 
1445 will now be considered 
in the Senate while the House 
courts committee mulls over 
SB 1235.

This year has seen dramatic 
new momentum in the medi-
cal marijuana movement in 
the General Assembly, which 
Smith credits to educating 
legislators and the public 

LANCASTER—Charges against a man 
accused of sexual assault against a 4-year-old 
child were dropped Monday in Lancaster County 
Circuit Court.

The Commonwealth’s Attorney’s office filed 
motions to nolle prosequi five felony charges 
against Johnathan Frederick Mitchell, 24. The 
charges included aggravated sexual battery, 
child abuse, abduction with intent to defile and 
sodomy.

“The victim is 4 years old and cannot testify,” 
Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Kenny 
Kunkle told Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III in 
making the motions.

After court, Kunkle explained the charges 
remain on the books and the victim can bring 
them forward for prosecution at any time in her 
lifetime.

Mitchell pled guilty in 2007 to sodomy of a child 
under 13. Last month he pled guilty to a second 
offense of failure to register as a sex offender. His 
sentencing hearing is 9 a.m. April 24. 

Delegates okay use of medical marijuana for treating epilepsy
by Renss Greene

about medical marijuana.
“They just had to be edu-

cated,” Smith said, recalling 
legislators who were previ-
ously staunchly opposed to 
the idea.
Food Freedom

Lancaster small farmer 
Bernadette Barber did not 
have such good news this 
year. Both HB 1290, the 
“Food Freedom Act,” and 
HB 1461, the “Three Cow 
Exemption,” were passed by 
indefinitely in committee. 
HJ 519, which would have 
amended the Virginia con-
stitution by adding a right to 
acquire farm-produced food 
directly at the farm, was left 
in committee.

The bill faced opposition 
from the Farm Bureau and 
several agriculture indus-
try associations, who point 
to CDC studies that say raw 
milk products pose “severe” 
health risks.

“They do not speak for 
small farmers,” said Surry 
county farmer Micah Beechy 
at the committee hearing on 
the Three Cow Exemption. 
“There’s a huge groundswell 
of people all over this coun-
try who are fed up, no pun 

intended, with the govern-
ment interfering with our 
food choices.”

Barber isn’t giving up. She 
said she is already planning a 
food policy legislative work-
shop for the summer.
Boating bills

Del. Rick L. Morris’s HB 
1298, which would require 
law enforcement to have 
probable cause before stop-
ping watercraft, was approved 
in the House 68-26. The 
Senate passed Sen. Richard 
Stuart’s sister bill, SB 1439, 
on February 4, and the bill 
has been assigned to the natu-
ral resources subcommittee 
of the House committee on 
agriculture, Chesapeake, and 
natural resources.

Several bills to roll back the 
boating safety course require-
ment on motorboat operators 
have made progress in the 
General Assembly. SB 996, 
which would exempt Vir-
ginia residents born before 
July 1, 1972, from having to 
complete the boating safety 
course, passed the Senate 
21-16. Similarly, HB 1324, 
which would exempt veterans 
of certain positions in the mil-
itary from the course, passed 

the House unanimously and 
is in the Senate agriculture, 
conservation, and natural 
resources committee.
Other bills 

The General Assembly 
rushed to get bills through on 
Crossover Day Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 10. This is the last day 
that a chamber can act on a bill 
originating in that chamber.

Del. Margaret Ransone’s HB 
1750, the “Josh Hardy Bill,” 
to allow expanded access to 
investigational drugs, passed 
the House unanimously on 
February 3. The bill is now in 
the Senate committee on edu-
cation and health.

Del. Ransone’s HB 1751, 
the Administrative Process 
Act, was passed unanimously 
in the House on February 9. 
The Administrative Process 
Act would require that if the 
Department of Planning and 
Budget finds that a regulatory 
body’s proposal would have 
an adverse economic impact 
on localities or businesses, it 
notify the joint commission 
on adminstrative rules, the 
House appropriation commit-
tee, and the Senate finance 
committee.

Del. Ransone also this year 
introduced HB 2240 to outlaw 
introducing or stocking the 
invasive blue catfish in Vir-

ginia waters. HB 2240 passed 
the House unanimously on 
February 9.

HB 2207, Del. Ransone’s 
bill to change the member-
ship of the Broadband Advi-
sory Council, was passed 
unanimously in the House 
on February 2 and is in the 
Senate general laws and tech-
nology committee. The bill 
makes several changes to the 
council, including adding 
the executive director of the 
Center for Rural Virginia.

Del. Ransone was also co-
patron of HB 2394, which 
creates an appeal process for 
computation of the composite 
index and was laid on the table 
in committee. She was also 
co-patron of HB 1302, which 
would create uniform criteria 
for expedited SOL retakes. 
The House education reform 
subcommittee recommended 
reporting from the educa-
tion committee, but without a 
vote on the House floor before 
Crossover Day, the bill will be 
left for the year.

Sen. Ryan McDougle’s SB 
1447 to provide tax incentives 
for inverted corporations to 
return to Virginia passed the 
Senate 25-13.

Sen. McDougle’s SB 1184, 
which reforms the rules on 
missing persons, creates a 

uniform training standard, 
and establishes a coordina-
tor of search and rescue in 
the Department of Emer-
gency Management, passed 
the Senate  unanimously and 
is now in the House mili-
tia, police, and public safety 
committee.

SB 1030, Sen. McDougle’s 
bill to convey an easement 
and right-of-way for overhead 
electricity transmission lines 
across the Rappahannock 
River between Lancaster and 
Middlesex counties, passed 
the Senate unanimously and 
is in the House courts of jus-
tice committee.

SB 1286, Sen. McDougle’s 
bill to require local school divi-
sions to publish line-item bud-
gets on their websites, passed 
the Senate unanimously.

Some commemorative bills 
have also completed their trip 
through the General Assem-
bly. HJ 589, celebrating the 
life of late Montross busi-
nessman Samuel Bryan Chan-
dler, passed the House and 
was agreed to by the Senate. 
The bill’s patrons were Sen. 
McDougle and Del. Ransone.

HJ 704, celebrating the life 
of late Montross mayor R. 
David O’Dell Jr., has passed 
the House and is in the Senate 
rules committee.

Alleged sexual assault charges are dropped
by Audrey Thomasson

TAPPAHANNOCK—Middle 
Peninsula African-American 
Genealogical and Historical 
Society (MPAAGHS) is seeking 
funeral programs for inclusion 
in its Virginia African-American 
Funeral Programs Project. 

A collaboration with Fami-
lySearch, this project features 
a free searchable database at 
familysearch.org. The collec-
tion already contains more than 
10,000 funeral programs and 
over 200,000 names of deceased 
persons and their families and 
friends mentioned in the pro-
grams, reported president Bes-
sida Cauthorne White.

“Funeral programs are a 
treasure trove of family his-
tory because they provide such 
a wealth of information about 
the deceased, information that is 
often not recorded elsewhere,” 
said White. “Most of the pro-
grams in the collection are those 
of persons from the Middle Pen-
insula and Northern Neck, so the 
collection will offer much to per-
sons in these communities now 
and in the future.”

The programs will be copied 
and returned, said White. The last 
collection took place in 2009, so 
all programs since that time are 
sought. MPAAGHS will be able 
to catch duplications. 

Of particular interest are pro-
grams from the 1930s through 
the 1970s and family funeral let-
ters, documents that were often 
used prior to the time of printed 
programs, she said.

Programs will be collected 
through the end of March. They 
may be submitted at any of sev-
eral scheduled collection sites. 
For dates, times and collection 
sites, call 758-5163.

Funeral program 
collections
will continue 
through March 31
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In the middle of the War Between the States, 
the new state of West Virginia came into 

being as the western counties of Virginia 
broke off from the Old Dominion. As a result, 
Virginia lost much of its mountainous terrain, 
coal production, and some idyllic scenery. For 
over a century and a half, the westerners have 
been on their own, playing their fiddles and 
enjoying their independence.

West Virginia has had an illustrious his-
tory, and two of the finest products thereof 
have come to the Mother State, fortunately 
to live here in the Northern Neck. I speak of 
Barbara and Hugh Lovell, who often refer to 
their homeland in conversation, but who have 
become assimilated to our ways to such an 
extent that most of us think of them as being 
our own.

They live in Hills Quarter, from whence 
they spend much of their time serving many 
worthy causes in the lower Northern Neck; in 
short they are quintessential volunteers, work-
ing for causes that benefit the community, 
supporting political candidates, and hosting 

truly memorable social events at Saint Francis 
de Sales Church. When Barbara frequently is 
in charge of the coffee hours and other recep-
tions in the church hall, the word “gourmet” 
applies to every item on the smorgasbord of 
culinary delights.

After the Lovells left West Virginia, they 
moved to Northern Virginia, where they pur-
sued their careers, following which they came 
to live among us. Barbara has been the ticket 
guru for numerous musical and theatrical per-
formances in her work with the Rappahan-
nock Foundation for the Arts, and has made 

possible many students being able to attend 
the wonderful concerts and programs that the 
foundation supports. She is the first person 
most folks think to call when a special event 
is coming to the Northern Neck.

Hugh, whose actual given name is Hubert, 
is a philosophical individual, with a quick wit 
to complement the profundity of his thinking, 
which always is rooted in the application of 
pure common sense. He and Barbara are gen-
uine conservatives in the best meaning of the 
tradition of the word. Chatting with them, one 
appreciates the solid foundation upon which 
America was built, and which they reflect. 
They enjoy the nuts-and-bolts aspect of polit-
ical campaigns, the proverbial grass roots 
upon which successful efforts always depend.

Golf, a sport at which I have no familiar-
ity, is one of the Lovells shared interests, 
and I listen to Hugh speak of it trying not to 
reveal my shortcomings on the topic, or, more 
appropriately, should I say, “in the field.”  He 
also is a great aficionado of the YMCA, where 
he regularly keeps in shape.  

Both Barbara and Hugh are deeply patri-
otic. They work on the local annual Flag Day 
celebrations with a full measure of enthusi-
asm, happy to be part of honoring our national 
symbol at a time when it is disparaged in many 
places around the world. In that respect they 
evoke the spirit of America both for them-
selves and all who know them, and who share 
their love of country. If all citizens revered our 
nation as they do, we should eradicate many 
of the problems that currently afflict us, both 
domestically and across the globe.

As Barbara and Hugh hail from what was 
once part of Virginia, they are not truly Come-
Heres, although fortuitously for our benefit 
they have ”come here.” Today is Hugh’s birth-
day, and later this month they will celebrate 
55 years of wedded bliss. In his typically 
self-deprecating fashion, Hugh makes comi-
cal references to the West Virginia practice of 
marriage at a young age, which demonstrably 
was the fact in their case.

For now, Happy Birthday, Hugh!  Ad multos 
annos!  You are at the Peak of Youth!

If all citizens revered our 
nation as they do, we should 
eradicate many of the prob-
lems that currently afflict us, 
both domestically and across 
the globe.

Focal Point

Love is in the air.

Photo by Kathy Powell

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Love—by George.
Valentine’s Day is Saturday, February 14, and 

George Washington’s Birthday is Sunday, Febru-
ary 22.

The federal holiday, President’s Day, is observed 
on the third Monday of February in honor of 
Washington. In Virginia, the state holiday, George 
Washington Day, is observed on the third Monday 
in February, coinciding with the federal holiday. 
This year, that happens to be Monday, February 
16.

According to the National Park Service, U.S. 
Department of the Interior, George Washington 
Birthplace National Monument official website, 
the name President’s Day never became the per-
manent name of the holiday and the day is still 
properly called George Washington’s Birthday on 
all official federal government calendars and writ-
ings.

Now that we’ve got that cleared up, I pray Val-
entine’s Day didn’t get lost in the shuffle.

Washington was born in 1732 just up the North-
ern Neck at Popes Creek Plantation, also known 
for some time as Wakefield Plantation, now 
known as George Washington Birthplace National 
Monument.

And now that we’ve got that cleared up, I pray 
Washington, the man, won’t take a lot of explain-
ing: First President of the U.S., Commander-in-
Chief of the Continental Army, founding father, 
patriot, surveyor, soldier, gentleman, aristocrat, 
planter, plantation owner, whiskey distiller, book-
worm, dog breeder, dancer, VIP. 

Thanks to Henry “Light Horse Harry” Lee III, 
who made his home for awhile at Stratford Hall, 
just downriver from Popes Creek, Washington is 
remembered as “First in war, first in peace and 
first in the hearts of his countrymen.”

Some of the stuff you’ve heard about him just 
ain’t true. Regardless of the lack of evidence, that 
whole cherry-tree incident is just unbelievable. 
My grandmother had cherry trees. From my boy-
hood experience, I’d sooner believe he climbed a 
cherry tree and ate his fill. For the love of cher-
ries, he’d have been smarter than to cut down his 
supply.

And that folk tale about throwing a silver dollar 
across the Potomac River—didn’t happen. I’ve 
seen how wide the Potomac is. I’d sooner believe 
he threw a trinket across Popes Creek. For the love 
of money, he was no fool. 

By some accounts, and your history teacher 
probably didn’t mention it, Washington was a 
ladies’ man. However, there is no documentation 
of scandal or impropriety that would suggest he 
was a womanizer in a league with Casanova.

But, thanks to the Library of Congress and vari-
ous websites, we get a glimpse of Washington in 
love and his thoughts on love.

At loc.gov, we find two poems that could have 
been penned by Washington in his teens. Gentle-
men don’t tell names and tales, so I won’t divulge 
who the subjects of his affections at that time 
were. However, that was before he and Martha 
wed.

The one:
“From your bright sparkling Eyes, I was undone;
Rays, you have, more transparent than the sun,
Amidst its glory in the rising Day,
None can you equal in your bright array;

Constant in your calm and unspotted Mind;
Equal to all, but will to none Prove kind,
So knowing, seldom one so Young, you’ll Find.
Ah! woe’s me that I should Love and conceal,
Long have I wish’d, but never dare reveal,
Even though severely Loves Pains I feel;
Xerxes that great, was’t free from Cupids Dart,
And all the greatest Heroes, felt the smart.”

The other:
“Oh Ye Gods why should my Poor Resistless 
Heart
Stand to oppose thy might and Power
At Last surrender to cupids feather’d Dart
And now lays Bleeding every Hour
For her that’s Pityless of my grief and Woes
And will not on me Pity take
I’ll sleep amongst my most Inviterate Foes
And with gladness never with to Wake
In deluding sleepings let my Eyelids close
That in an enraptured Dream I may
In a soft lulling sleep and gentle repose
Possess those joys denied by Day.”

At infoplease.com, we find that “Washington 
during the whole of his life had a soft heart for 
women, and especially for good-looking ones, and 
both in his personal intercourse and in his letters 
he shows himself very much more at ease with 
them than in his relations with his own sex.”

In his 60s, according to infoplease, Washington 
wrote:

“Love is said to be an involuntary passion, 
and it is, therefore, contended that it cannot be 
resisted. This is true in part only, for like all things 
else, when nourished and supplied plentifully with 
aliment, it is rapid in its progress; but let these 
be withdrawn and it may be stifled in its birth or 
much stinted in its growth.

“For example, a woman (the same may be said 
of the other sex) all beautiful and accomplished 
will, while her hand and heart are undisposed 
of, turn the heads and set the circle in which she 
moves on fire.

“Let her marry, and what is the consequence? 
The madness ceases and all is quiet again. Why? 
not because there is any diminution in the charms 
of the lady, but because there is an end of hope. 
Hence it follows, that love may and therefore 
ought to be under the guidance of reason, for 
although we cannot avoid first impressions, we 
may assuredly place them under guard.”

For the love of Washington, visit his birthplace 
on Valentine’s Day, President’s Day, or any other 
day. On February 22, George Washington Birth-
place National Monument will celebrate his birth-
day with a special flag-raising ceremony at 1 p.m. 
and birthday cake at 2 p.m. From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
there will be hearth cooking, blacksmithing and 
other colonial living demonstrations.

The Visitor Center and Memorial Historic 
Area are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, except 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s days. 
There is no fee. For confirmation, call 224-1732, 
ext. 227.

From Kilmarnock, head north on Route 3 some 
52.6 miles until you get to Route 204 (Popes 
Creek Road), beyond Montross. Take a right, 
go some 1.7 miles and look for the monument 
straight ahead.

For GPS devices, plug in 1732 Popes Creek 
Road, Colonial Beach, VA 22443.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

Does the president share 
responsibility for the increase in 
homegrown terrorists? Do his 
actions validate the message of 
hatred and blame?

He inserts himself into actions 
that occur when a black person is 
thought to be a victim. He refuses 
to call Islamic terrorists by their 
name and he refuses to rally the 
country against the threat they 
pose. 

Now, he equates the actions of 
Christians 1,000 years ago or slav-
ery in this country to murderous 
actions of the Islamic ideologists. 
Both the crusades and slavery 
have been denounced by Chris-
tians.

The president fabricates issues 
to make one group feel cheated 
while making another group the 
villains. Instead of talking about 
the greatness of this country he 
talks about people being victims. 
Instead of talking about the oppor-
tunities of this country, he talks 
about how government should 
control society, dole out services 
and money. Instead of creating 
opportunities he supports welfare. 
Instead of creating a society where 
individuals take responsibility, he 
supports blaming others for your 
actions.

The president uses his bully 
pulpit to give credence to Islamic 
terrorists’ rhetoric and to race bait-
ers like Al Sharpton. Instead of 
condemning the Islamic terrorists 
in the strongest possible terms, he 
decided that Christians had to be 
reminded of the crusades and slav-
ery. He provides rallying points 
to race baiters on every issue 
between law enforcement and a 
black person using false informa-
tion.

The disillusioned seek support 
and they find it. If the disgruntled 
and disillusioned hear and see the 

Pointing to
the president

president give credence to the pro-
paganda, does he have a degree of 
responsibility for their actions? 

I believe the actions of the presi-
dent demonstrate a psychological 
connection to those he self identi-
fies as oppressed. I believe that is 
a disastrous mind-set from which 
the President of the United States 
should be operating.   

Al Hall,
Reedville

Senate Bill 996 must be 
defeated. It is not based on any 
sound foundation.

It would exempt anyone born 
before 1972 from being required 
to take and pass a boating safety 
class.

I have owned boats and have 
been boating since 1972 in 
California, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire and currently in Vir-
ginia for 10 years. I’ve taken 
the Boating Safety class in New 
Hampshire and Virginia and cur-
rently teach it as a certified Boat-
ing Safety Instructor of the Com-
monwealth of Virginia.

Many of my students are over 
45 and although they have been 
boating for years are very often 
very ignorant or fuzzy on the 
safety rules and regulations. They 
are often confused about the buoy 
systems, don’t fully comprehend 
rules regarding “stand on and 
give way” vessels and are oblivi-
ous to sound signals.

Add PWC equipment to their 
on-the-water adventures and we 
have even greater risks for acci-
dents, vessel damage, personal 
injury and even death.

I’ve personally and recently 
in Virginia been almost run over 
by larger vessels, swamped by 
people pulling water skiers and 
tubers and cut off by boaters who 
didn’t follow boating rules.

Taking and passing the boating 

Legislature must
not pass SB 996

safety class will not stop incon-
siderate boaters on the water 
from doing stupid and dangerous 
things, but it will greatly increase 
the ability of the general boating 
population to know what to do 
and when to do it.

Do not pass SB 996.
Phil Landry,
Heathsville

Did you know the integrity of 
the voting process in Virginia is 
under attack? Well, according to 
our “representative” in the House 
of Delegates, it is.

In her column that appeared in 
Northern Neck newspapers the 
last week of January, Del. Mar-
garet Ransone made the follow-
ing statement (she didn’t provide 
any supporting information): “On 
Thursday, I chaired the first 2015 
meeting of the House elections 
committee, where we stopped 
several pieces of legislation that 
threatened to undermine the integ-
rity of the voting process.”

I am appalled. Someone in the 
General Assembly actually intro-
duced legislation that “threatened 
to undermine the integrity of the 
voting process?”    

This is critical. Do you sup-
pose Ms. Ransone would be so 
good as to identify for us exactly 
who introduced such legislation? 
What are the bill numbers of the 
offending legislation (so we can 
read for ourselves these threats to 
the voting process)? Exactly what 
in each bill “threatened to under-
mine the integrity of the voting 
process?”

On the other hand, maybe she 
means she and other Republicans 
turned down legislation that would 
make it easier for young people, 
poor people, working people, and 
people of color to vote.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

Explanation, 
please

I recently heard a lecture on 
the Middle East situation in 
which the speaker concluded 
that we are in fact “at war with 
Islam.”

He claimed that the terrorists 
are winning, are “bleeding us 
dry” financially, and will soon 
achieve religious dominance in 
America and outlaw Christian-
ity. Since he does not want us 
to “put boots on the ground” 
against ISIS and Al Qaeda, he 
proposed a domestic policy to 
close Mosques and eventually 
deport Muslims.

Such nonsense would be 
laughable were it not taken 
seriously by many of our citi-
zens—some attending the lec-
ture. We are not at war with 
Islam but with violent, power 
hungry criminals who have 
high-jacked the Islamic faith. 
They constitute a minority who 
are despised and feared by the 
great majority of Muslims—
just ask the Egyptians and Jor-
danians.

It may be true that our war 
against terrorism threatens our 
fiscal well-being. The greater 

danger to our national security, 
however, is found in alarm-
ist demagoguery calculated to 
instill such fear and loathing of 
Muslims as to deny their civil 
rights—the very basis of our 
democracy.

Terrorism is a murderous, 
inhuman evil we must fight 
with every weapon at our dis-
posal, but we must not let fear 
of it undermine our own Con-
stitutional values. If we do, 
then, indeed, they have won.

 A.J. McKelway,
White Stone

YOUR LETTERS
Alarmist demagoguery threatens Constitution
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Bay Harbor Medical Center

Vikas Maan, M.D.
The best thing about primary care is the people. 

My patients teach me so much, far more than 

they realize—it’s humbling. I’m also proud of our 

staff. Not just because they are smart and well-

educated, but because they always go the extra 

mile to make our patients feel at home. We take 

pride in knowing who you are and where you 

come from. That’s so important, and that’s why I 

practice with Riverside.
740 Jessie Dupont Memorial Highway
Burgess, VA 22432

To select Dr. Maan as your physician, call (804) 453-5466
or visit us online at www.riversideonline.com/maan

Same-Day Appointments. Medicare Patients Welcome.

Watch Dr. Maan explain his 
passion for patient care.

Scan the QR code

Bay Harbor Medical Center

We Know Our Patients

Do you remember?
This is believed to be a senior class at Lively High School 

site and/or the year or identify any of the teens, call 

Readers respond:

the one at Heathsville. It was an enclosed trailer with a 

State Senator’s Report
by Sen. Ryan T. McDougle

From across the Common-
wealth, Virginians come to the 
General Assembly during ses-
sion.

Children come to visit as part 
of school groups, usually on 
field trips to see government in 
action. College students come, 
too, often as part of their “day” 
at the General Assembly, pro-
moting their school and some-
times advocating for legislation 
backed by their student associa-
tion.

Civic groups and organiza-
tions are everywhere during 
session. From auto dealers to 
optometrists, almost every pro-
fession large enough to have an 
association comes to Richmond 
to meet with lawmakers. Cham-
bers of Commerce come, advo-
cating for policies that promote 
local businesses. Doctors come, 
customarily wearing the white 
coats they sport while seeing 
patients. Groups also come rep-
resenting constituencies as diver-
gent as motorcycle riders and 
would-be hemp farmers. Reli-
gious groups and churches are 
well represented during session, 
with buses carrying congrega-
tions from individual churches.

Representatives from most 
groups are officially welcomed 
at the beginning of each day’s 
session. The groups go to the 
Senate Gallery, a balcony above 
the floor of the Senate, and are 
introduced by their senator. The 
lieutenant governor then asks the 
members of the group to stand 
and be recognized. Those stand-
ing then receive a hearty round 
of applause from the senators.

Visitors spend most of their 
time at the Capitol and the 
General Assembly Building. 
The Capitol is one of the most 
historic buildings in Amer-
ica. Having been completely 

restored in time for the James-
town 400th Anniversary Com-
memoration in 2007, it is an 
historic building upgraded and 
expanded to function effectively.

The General Assembly Build-
ing holds offices for legislators 
and their staffs, as well as large 
meeting rooms for committee 
hearings. Most of the personal 
interactions between Virginians 
and their elected representatives 
take place in the General Assem-
bly Building.

Legislation
 With crossover looming, a 

lot of my legislation advanced 
this week. The Senate had until 
the end of business on February 
10 to complete work on all bills 
filed by senators.

 My bill, SB 1286, passed out 
of the education and health com-
mittee unanimously on Thurs-
day. This bill will require public 
schools to put their budget 
online in line item form. Cur-
rently only a summary of the 
budget is required. This bill will 
increase transparency between 
the public school systems and 
our taxpayers. 

We had a continuous stream 
of visitors this week including 
Middlesex county administra-
tor Matt Walker and supervisors 
Pete Mansfield and Elizabeth 
Hurd, and David Rowe, who 
came by Thursday to discuss 
some concerns in the Middle 
Peninsula. 

Richmond County Sheriff 
Doug Bryant and Northum-
berland County Sheriff Chuck 
Wilkins visited last Tuesday 
during Sheriff’s Advocacy Day.

Among other visitors were 
Suzanne Shrader of Warsaw and 
Jacqueline Wake of Saluda. 

The Lancaster County 
NAACP will meet at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, February 17, at the 
Bank of Lancaster, north-
side, 432 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

The agenda will include a 
public information session on 
restoration of rights and ban 
the box initiatives. A repre-
sentative from Enroll Virginia 
also will take questions con-
cerning the Affordable Care 
Act, said president Lloyd Hill.

An installation of officers 
ceremony was held at the Jan-
uary meeting. The installation 
was conducted by pastor Dale 
Bunns. 

Officers elected to a two-
year term include Hill, vice 
president Sandra Smyre, first 
vice president Denise Cot-
trell, second vice president 
Delphine Page, secretary 
Mildred Reid, recording sec-
retary Ann Jackson, treasurer 
Gilbert Dorman, assistant 
treasurer William Lee, chap-
lain Michael Logan, assistant 
chaplain Madison Boyd, youth 
advisor Kim Bunns, assistant 
youth advisor Rose Newton, 
greeter Rose Newton, assis-
tant greeter Maxine Logan, 
and executive board members 
Burton Moody, Bill Butler and 
Bunns.

Lancaster NAACP will meet Feb. 17

The Lancaster County 
Republican Committee will 
meet at 7 p.m.  Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 17, at Chesapeake Bank 
Training Center, 51 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

The agenda will include dis-
cussion on the planned Reagan 
Day Dinner March 15 at Indian 
Creek Yacht and Country Club, 
said chairman Susan Clingan. 

The committee is accepting 
donations for the dinner’s silent 
auction from local friends and 
supporters, she said. Donors 
may call her at 435-2198.

Planning 
continues
for Reagan 
Day Dinner 

Northumberland Democrats 
will meet at 6 p.m. February 26 
at the Northumberland Public 
Library, 7204 Northumber-
land Highway, Heathsville.

Frank Fletcher, an expert 
in geology and environmental 
science, will speak, said chair-
man Frank Kober. Fletcher 
earned a degree in geology 
from Lafayette College in 
1959 and a doctorate in geol-
ogy from The University of 
Rochester in 1964.

He retired in 1999 from 
Susquehanna University, 
where he held the Degenstein 
Chair in Environmental Sci-
ence and served a term as dean 
of the School of Arts and Sci-
ences.

He has held positions with 
the New Jersey Highway 
Department, the New York 
State Museum and Science 
Service, and the Pennsylvania 
Geological Survey.

He is a Fellow of the Geo-
logical Society of America 
and formerly was a licensed 
Professional Geologist in 
Pennsylvania, a national 

Democrats to host 
groundwater talk

Dear Jere,
To my surprise the answer 

to this question seems to be 
too much of a social secret. 
Recently, when teaching a 
group of teens who were com-
peting in teams in a table man-
ners contest,  I asked them to 
place the soup spoon as though 
they were either resting or had 
finished the soup. The answer 
is the same for both situations. 
Out of a group of 40, approxi-
mately half were baffled, 
coming up with original, and 
often comical, solutions. 

The correct answer is that 
the spoon belongs beside the 
soup bowl, resting on the 
saucer underneath.  If there is 
no saucer, rest it on the dinner 

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

More accurate
than a bow
and arrow!

Because You Are Polite...
                Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick

plate. And, if there is no dinner 
plate or saucer, ask for one.

Leaving the spoon in the 
soup, or even an empty bowl, 
is asking for an accident. It 
can be easily flipped out, spat-
tering the bowl’s contents. 
If there is no saucer or plate 
under the bowl, the spoon will 
have to rest either on the table 
cover and cause a stain, or on 
the bare table which would 
be unwise because of lurking 
ne’er-do-well germs.

To all readers who try hard 
but may get a little discour-
aged when it comes to doing 
the exactly correct thing, I 
want to tell you about William. 
He was six years old when 
his parents put him in a table 
manners class I held at a local 
resort.  And he was earnest 
about doing the right thing. I 
instructed the diners to place 
their soup spoons on the small 
plate under their soup bowls.

When I checked William’s 

progress, I found he had fol-
lowed my directions to a T. 
There was his bowl, precari-
ously atilt, because he had 
picked it up, placed his spoon 
directly under it and set the 
bowl atop the spoon. I praised 
him for following directions, 
but quickly rephrased my guid-
ance.

councilor with the Council of 
Undergraduate Research, a 
member of the Pennsylvania 
Licensing Board of Profes-
sional Engineers, Land Sur-
veyors, and Geologists, and a 
member of the Virginia DEQ 
Groundwater Regulatory 
Advisory Panel, which revised 
the state’s groundwater with-
drawal regulation.

He is the author of the text-
book, Basic Hydrogeologic 
Methods, and numerous scien-
tific articles and presentations 
on geologic topics.

Fletcher lives in Reedville 
with his wife, Joan.

away two years ago. 

A tax return for the final year 
of the life of the deceased is 
required and a tax return for 
the estate of the deceased may 
be required depending upon 
the particular situation.

These tax returns should 
be done by the person who is 
executor of the deceased’s will. 
If you are the executor, you 
should file her taxes.

Whether or not any taxes 
are due, and the amount, is a 
question for which you need 
specific tax advice from a pro-
fessional tax adviser such as a 
Certified Public Accountant. 

 For answers to your ques-
tions on aging, visit seniornav-
igator.org. 

ANSWERS 
ON AGING
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K I L M A R N O C K — T h e 
American Red Cross, Virginia 
Region recently announced 
Helen Parham has been named 
the executive director of the 
River Counties Chapter of the 
Red Cross. She will provide 
leadership toward the achieve-
ment of the organization’s mis-
sion, strategy, annual goals and 
objectives.

“We are thrilled that Helen has 
joined our Red Cross team,” said 
Virginia chief executive officer 
Reginald Gordon. “She brings a 
wealth of expertise and knowl-
edge having worked in senior 
management in Fortune 100 and 
Fortune 500 companies. I have 
no doubt we can build on the 
solid foundation and reputation 

CALLAO—Northumberland 
County American Red Cross 
Chapter executive director Shir-
ley Grant recently announced the 
names of donors participating in 
the February 3 blood drive at the 
Callao Rescue Quad building.

“Thank you” Henderson 
United Methodist Church and 
the Callao Rescue Squad for 
hosting the blood drive, said 
Grant. The canteen services and 
camaraderie with the Church 
ladies and squad members was 
graciously appreciated.

“Thank you” to the many 
volunteers who made the blood 
drive a great success, said Grant.

Volunteers included Ron 
Whitt, Sandra Ehlert, Jerri 
Hunter, Marge Himler, Gloria 
Eskridge, Kitty Creeth, Frances 
Harvey, Julia Pritchard, Marlene 
Howard, Sherry Fisher, Phil-
lip Smith, Bill Kirby, Beverly 
Jenkins, Dana Nay, Theresa 
Gholson, Will Slaughter, Mar-
garet Horsmon, Elsie Newsome, 

Gwen Headley, Margaret Beau-
champ, Anne Crowder, Ruby 
Albrite, Terri Leitem, Garland 
Dillard and Grant.

She also thanked the members 
of the Heathsville and Reedville 
Masonic Lodge, all the churches 
in Northumberland County, the 
Echo, Northern Neck News, 
Westmoreland News, Rappa-
hannock Record, WRAR and 
WKWI for continuous support.

“‘Thank you’ blood donors. 
Without your generous dona-
tions to our blood drives, many 
lives would not be saved,” said 
Grant. 

Donors included Whitt, 
Odessa J. Roane, Ola Nash, 
Tonya Creasy, Susan Christo-
pher, Elizabeth H. Tate, Peter 
Thrift, Pritchard, Smith, Sandy 
Saxer, Michael Silagyi, Himler, 
Stan Rembisz, Lucas Wigfield, 
William Bracker, Judith Clark, 
Jack Luzuriaga, Cathy Rew, 
Doris Rew, Brenda Loper, Elsie 
Tomlin, Tommy Tomlin, Tom 

Assenmacher, Alice Imbur, 
Dolores McMurray, Gary Yordy, 
Glenn Fallin, Marilyn McCabe, 
Josh Nicholson and Nancy Bur-
gess.

Also, Martha Tallent, Ray 
Reuter, Daniel R. Harty, Wil-
liam W. Bryant, Andy Bra-
zelle, Albert Jones, Jomarie 
Scerbo, Saddie Piggott, Ann 
Thompson, Richard Thompson, 
Bobby Rogers, Sherry Court-
ney, Frances Harvey, Lewis R. 
Blackwell, Allen W. Dodson, 
Kathy Fisher, Christopher 
Watkins, Lana Schexnayder, 
Jamie Sabia, Emily Gay, Brad-
ley Exlinc, Francis Needham, 
Robbie Hayes, Ruth Cooper, 
Michael Silagyi and Bill Fleis-
chman.            

The next Northumberland 
County blood drive will be held 
from noon to 6 p.m. March 31 at 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 
Heathsville.

Bring a family member and/or 
a friend, added Grant.

REEDVILLE—The Chesa-
peake Bay Garden Club met 
January 27.

The program, “Creative 
Design,” afforded a great oppor-
tunity for members to learn more 
about creative floral design and 
gain confidence in presenting 
their individual artistry at upcom-
ing club meetings and flower 
shows, reported publicity chair-
man Katie Walker.

Accredited flower show 

judge Dody Douglas and 
accredited master judges 
Barbara Yinger and Rebecca 
Elston demonstrated various 
creative designs as indicated in 
the National Garden Clubs Inc. 
Handbook for Flower Shows 
and answered questions posed 
by attendees. 

Floral exhibits chairman 
Kathie Truxall reported design 
awards went to Carol Cole, red; 
Douglas, blue; Truxall, blue; 

Sharon Lemke, blue; Sharon 
Stieber, blue; and Elston, blue 
and best-in-show. 

Wanda Allain announced the 
horticulture awards to Douglas, 2 
blue, 1 red; Elston, 4 blue, 1 red 
and best-in-show.

The club meets on fourth 
Tuesdays at Festival Halle in 
Reedville and welcomes new 
members.  Contact Cole at 453-
4450, or Lorraine Van Wickler at 
453-6126.

From left are Dody Douglas, Barbara Yinger and Rebecca Elston.

‘Creative Design’ demonstration opens 
Chesapeake Bay Garden Club Season

River Counties Red Cross
names new executive director

Helen Parham

for compassionate service deliv-
ery that we have in the River 
Counties area with Helen as our 
executive director.”

Parham comes to the Red 
Cross after a career in the finan-
cial services industry, where she 
led business units rooted in the 
disciplines of corporate philan-
thropy, marketing and communi-
cation. Before her appointment 
as the executive director, she 
led corporate philanthropy for a 
national financial services com-
pany and was appointed trustee 
of its corporate foundation.

She earned an undergraduate 
degree from Spelman College 
in Atlanta, Ga., and a master’s 
in business administration from 
Simmons School of Manage-
ment in Boston, Mass., where 
she was awarded the Jane Trahey 
Prize for Excellence in Market-
ing.

Northumberland Red Cross director 
thanks blood donors and volunteers

WHITE STONE—The Wom-
an’s Club of White Stone doesn’t 
know who to thank for the 
recent gift of the final payment 
on a new roof, but members are 
extremely grateful.  

The roof had become unsafe 
several months ago and the 
board had been advised that 
a large portion needed to be 
replaced.  

“We strained our resources to 
correct the situation” said pres-
ident Alice Dix. “Our club’s 
mission is to give scholarships 
and donations within Lancaster 
County; we do not keep a big 
reserve in our treasury.  So we 
dipped deep into our own pock-
ets and also created the Olde 
Curiosity Shoppe in White 
Stone so that people could 
do some Christmas shopping 
during several December days.

Annonymous benefactor helps woman’s club
“We owe so much to the 

generosity of our White 
Stone friends,”continued Dix.  
“Randy Reeves allowed us to 
use his building for the Olde 
Curiosity Shoppe; Iris Treakle, 
George and Julie Cadmus,  
and others  gave us an abun-
dance of beautiful items to 
sell there;  and  Clark’s Roof-
ing Co. Inc. allowed us to pay 
in interest free installments. 
We were able to whittle down 
the amount owed on the roof 
considerably.”

However, a $400 balance 
persisted, and this debt being 
added to the regular monthly 
expenses of the clubhouse was 
a source of concern. Shortly 
after their January meeting 
that treasurer, Jane Jones, 
went to Clark’s to pay on the 
bill. 

“When I told the book-
keeper why I was there, she 
could not find the papers on 
our account,” said Jones.  “It 
turned out that the account 
had been settled, thanks to an 
anonymous donor.” 

“On behalf of The Board 
and members of the club, we 
want to warmly thank our 
generous benefactor,” said 
Dix.  “It was a thoughtful and 
timely gift.  Whoever you are, 
please feel free to come and 
enjoy our now dry clubhouse.”
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