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Santa visits Heathsville
Five-year-old Addison Headley of Callao ponders her wishlist before sharing it with Santa during a visit 
last Saturday at the Golden Village Christmas event at Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern in Heathsville. 
The annual event included hand-crafted gifts, a children’s shop, vendors, greenery and a visit from Ol’ 
Saint Nick. More photos appear on page A2 and at RRecord.com. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

The Rappahannock Record will publish letters to Santa in the 
December 23 issue.

Deliver letters to the Record office by Monday, December 14. If let-
ters are written as a class project, teachers are urged to submit them by 
Thursday, December 10.

Letters should be written with a dark pencil or ink and include the 
child’s name, age and hometown. Parents, teachers and others are 
asked to make certain the letters are legible. Please include the teach-
er’s first and last names with class submissions.

The letters should be short and concise so Santa can read them 
quickly.

Email letters to editor@rapprecord.com, send to Rappahannock 
Record, P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482, fax to 435-2632, or 
deliver them to the Record office at 27 North Main Street. There is a 
delivery slot in the front door for after-hours submissions.

Brantley Tyler Chance, 3, writes his letter to Santa. Chance is the son of 
Megan and Alan Chance of White Stone. 

Santa letters are due

Kilmarnock Lighted 
Christmas Parade to
begin at 7 p.m. Friday

LANCASTER—James “Todd” Kes-
sler, 54, on December 4 was sentenced 
to the maximum 45 years in prison for 
the second-degree murder of Claudine 
Jaquier Gifford, 43. Her body has not 
been found.

Judge Harry T. Taliaferro III upheld a 
jury’s recommendation of 40 years for 
the murder and five years for conceal-
ment of the body. 

State guidelines for second-degree 
murder are 13 years 2 months to 22 
years 3 months.

The six-day trial took place last 
August in Spotsylvania County Circuit 
Court. A change of venue was granted 
due to publicity surrounding the case. 
The sentencing hearing was conducted 
in Lancaster County Circuit Court.

Judge Taliaferro acknowledged the 
case was based on circumstantial evi-
dence but that Kessler’s sentence was 
appropriate. 

“The jury determined that she is dead; 
she will not turn up,” he said. “Based on 
the evidence, you are the person who 
killed her. The court accepts that ver-
dict.” 

The judge warned Kessler not to vio-
late the terms of his sentence, including 
the use of drugs or alcohol, which he 
said was a big contributor to events in 

the case. An additional three years was 
imposed should Kessler be found in vio-
lation.

Prior to sentencing, Gifford’s 16-year-
old daughter, Gabrielle, told the court 
she had expected to “feel some sort 
of closure, but without bringing my 
mom home, I think that’s impossible.” 
Addressing the defendant, she said, 
“Since you have nothing left to lose, 
please give back to me what you have so 
wrongfully stolen.”

Commonwealth’s Attorney Robert 
Cunningham asked the judge to uphold 
the jury’s 45-year sentence. “Gabrielle’s 
statement speaks volumes to her loss.” 
He argued that the sentence was well 
within the statute. “(Kessler’s) actions 
struck fear in this community and the 
investigation has been at great expense 
to the county in terms of costs and 
resources. The greatest relief...is that the 
perpetrator was found and will be put 
away where he won’t hurt anyone else.”   

“I’m innocent,” Kessler told the judge.  
Kessler said he loved Gifford and had 
plans to leave his life in Virginia and 
move to Georgia so the couple could be 
closer to Gabrielle, who lives in Florida 
with her father. 

Defense attorney Craig Cooley 
argued for a lighter sentence claiming 
the prosecution’s case was all hypoth-
esis. He said Kessler had a limited life 

expectancy because he has suffered two 
heart attacks and a stroke. 

After sentencing, Cooley said the 
defense plans to file an appeal. He denied 
receiving a credible plea deal during the 
trial because prosecutors required that 
Kessler disclose the location of the body. 
“There was no credible evidence she is 
dead. We still have great hopes Mrs. Gif-
ford will be found safe,” he said.

Caroline County Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Tony Spencer, who served as 
special prosecutor, said the sentence was 
“completely appropriate.”

“It’s great to see this case finally come 
to a close,” said Cunningham. “It’s a 
great conclusion.”

Gifford was last seen July 6, 2014, 
leaving a bar at Windmill Point Marina 
with Kessler. Lancaster Sheriff’s Depart-
ment investigators said the search for her 
body continues. 

Kessler still faces a second trial in the 
July 19, 2014, alleged assault of a couple 
at the same bar. 

A charge of felony assault of William 
Rose Sr. and appeal of a misdemeanor 
assault conviction of Wanda Rose is 
scheduled for 9 a.m. January 4, 2016. 
A motion by defense attorney James 
Breeden for a bench trial nullifies the 
need for a change of venue. The trial 
will be held in Lancaster County Circuit 
Court. 

Judge upholds jury’s 45-year 
sentence for James Todd Kessler

by Audrey Thomasson

KILMARNOCK—The 37th annual 
Kilmarnock Lighted Christmas 
Parade, sponsored by the Lancaster by 
the Bay Chamber of Commerce, will 
be held at 7 p.m. December 11. The 
theme is “Old Fashioned Christmas.”

Lancaster County Sheriff Ronnie 
Crockett will serve as grand marshal, 
said Chamber executive director Anne 
Paparella. 

“We would like to honor and rec-
ognize his service and dedication to 
Lancaster County as sheriff for the 
last 32 years,” said Paparella. 

The chamber sponsors the parade 
in conjunction with its partners, Lan-
caster County Economic Develop-
ment Authority, the Lancaster board 
of supervisors, Tri-Star Supermar-
ket, Two Rivers Communication and 
Dominion Virginia Power.

The parade will begin at 7 p.m. and 
last approximately an hour. The route 
will extend from Chesapeake Com-
mons Shopping Center, 463 North 
Main Street, travel south along Main 
Street through the Steptoe’s District, 
turn right onto Irvington Road and 
right onto School Street, ending at 
Lancaster Middle School. 

Pre-parade activities start with 
music and refreshments along Main 
Street at 5:30 p.m. Santa will visit 

children from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment Firehouse, 71 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

There will be no parking along 
Main Street in Steptoe’s District after 
6 p.m. The shopping centers on North 
Main Street, Lancaster Square and 
Chesapeake Commons, will close for 
both entering and exiting at 6:45 p.m. 
until the parade concludes around 8 
p.m.
Parade lineup

1 Pre-parade announcements-
KVFD brush truck w/Dennis Bur-
chill

2 Parade Banner/LHS Cheerlead-
ers

3 Proud Partner Banner-Tri-Star/
LHS Cheerleaders

4 Proud Partner Banner-Lancaster 
Economic Development Author-
ity and board of supervisors/LHS 
Cheerleaders, Proud Partner Banner-
Virginia Dominion Power/LHS 
Cheerleaders.

5 American Legion 2nd District 
Honor Guard

6 Kilmarnock Police Chief Mike 
Bedell

7 Lancaster County Sheriff Deputy

White Stone Council appoints
Paul Elbourn to vacant seat

WHITE STONE—Paul Elbourn 
will fill the White Stone Town Coun-
cil seat recently vacated by David 
Jones. 

Council voted unanimously, 4-0, 
following a closed session last Thurs-
day to appoint Elbourn to complete 
Jones’s term, which expires in August 

2016. Jones would have been up for 
re-election in May 2016. 

According to town manager Patrick 
Frere, Elbourn, a member of the town’s 
planning commission, had expressed an 
interest in the vacant seat prior to last 
week’s meeting. 

Councilman William Hubbard made 
the motion to appoint Elbourn with Blair 
Kenyon making the second. Voting to 

appoint were Hubbard, Kenyon, Irving 
Brittingham and Joe Sliakis. Council 
members Jennifer Hodges and Kelli 
Blankenship were absent. 

Council voted, 3-0-1, to appoint Hub-
bard as the new vice mayor and presi-
dent of the council, positions also held 
by Jones. Brittingham made the motion 
with Sliakis making the second. Hub-
bard abstained from the vote. 

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

PARADE continued on page A2
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RAL
Holiday Gift

Shop

R
RAPPAHANNOCK
ART LEAGUE

Studio Gallery
19 N Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA

Tuesday - Saturday, 10 - 4, 804- 435- 9309

Nov 17 - Jan 2
Reception Dec 4, 5 - 7pm

RAL is a proud affiliate of VMFA and is partially supported by grants from  VCA, NEA, RFA and RCCF

50% off CHristmas
2 5 %  o f f  G i f t  S h o p

SATURDAY
DECEMBER 12 & 19

SALE

Artisans’ Work and Museum Published 
Books, Calendar and Note Cards

Not Included in the Sale

Shear Magic Hairstyling
Ava Crocker retires from 
Shear Magic Hairstyling 

Salon
Please join me in extending 
congratulations and best 

wishes to Ava Crocker on her retirement from Shear 
Magic Hairstyling Salon, Shoppes at Lancaster 
Station, effective December 23, 2015.
    A long-time stylist at Shear Magic, Ava will be
sorely missed by her co-workers and clients as she 
moves into retirement–a new chapter in her life. 
Happiness always and best of luck to you, Ava!

  --Teresa Crowther, Owner/Stylist

8 Northumberland County 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins

9 Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Robert Cunningham

10 Virginia State Police
11 Kilmarnock Mayor Mae 

Purcell Umphlett
12 Kilmarnock Town Coun-

cil
13 Judges-Floats & eques-

trian: Jesus and Ana Cristina 
Lapera, Bill and Cheryl Whit-
ney, Linda Coye. 

14 Judges-EMS units: Paige 
Bishop and Wayne Kidd.

15 Grand Marshal-Sheriff 
Ronnie Crockett

16 LHS Air Force ROTC
17 Ronald McDonald
18 Kristy Abrams, riding 

Blue
19 Judy Brown, riding 

Boomer
20 Hair Design Studio, Hot 

Flash.
21 Little Wonder Horse 

Farm
22 Sally Cheatham, White 

Stone Riders, Mister B
23 Cheryl Gallagher, White 

Stone Riders, Mac
24 Whitney Barrack, Pooh 

Bear
25 Official Pooper Scooper 

#1 of K’K Parade
26 Carol Rushing, Mister B
27 Kilmarnock Baptist 

Church
28 Boys & Girls Club
29 Cub Scouts Pack #242
30 Cub Scouts Pack #222
31 LMS Chorus Club
32 Cub Scouts Pack #215
33 Dream Chasers AAU 

Basketball Team
34 Chesapeake Academy
35 Girl Scouts #308, 3171, 

242 Northumberland County
36 Mount Olive Baptist 

Church
37 Virginia 529 Tuition 

Monster
37 Lancaster Primary 

School
38 Montessori School
39 Northern Neck Athletic 

Center & Gymnastics team
40 Awana N. N. Baptist 

Church
41 Islanderettes
41 Michael Dickenson Fire 

Truck Special Olympics
42 Rappahannock Westmin-

ster-Canterbury
43 LMS Dance Team
44 Knights of Columbus
45 NHS Indian Spirits 

Dance Team
46 Triangle Trolley 
47 SCRATCH
48 Memory Lane Car Club
49 Northern Neck Military 

Museum
50 Oldies & Goodies Car 

Club
51 Leos and Lions Club
52 LMS Cheerleaders
52 LMS Band
53 Austin Abrams Bush 

Hogging
54 Brentwood VFD 
55 James Wells-Airbrushed 

Truck
56 Lancaster EMS 1 
57 Bon Secours RGH
58 W&LHS Marching 

Eagles
59 Callao VFD - Brush 

Truck 66
60 Kilmarnock-Lancaster 

VRS

61 Lancashire Convalescent 
and Rehabilitation Center

62 Upper Lancaster VFD
63 Massaro Bros. Seamless 

Gutters
64 New St. John’s Youth 

Ministry
65 Bank of Lancaster
66 Shachah World Minis-

tries
67 Two Rivers Communica-

tions WKWI-WIGO
68 Lancaster County 

Explorers
69 Empower Youth for Posi-

tive Change
70 West Willow Fire Com-

pany
71 Upper Lancaster VFD
72 SCRATCH
73 NHS Band
74 Northern Neck Baptist 

Association Ministers Confer-
ence

75 White Stone VFD
76 Northern Neck & Essex 

Foster Parent Program/Dep-
tartment of Social Services

77 Lancaster EMS 2
78 Chesapeake Bank
79 Urbanna Oyster Festival
80 Tides Inn
81 US Coast Guard Auiliary
82 Northern Neck M/C 

Riders
83 Northern Neck Food 

Bank
84 Rappahannock Commu-

nity College
85 Fairfields VFD mini 
86 Fairfields VFD ladder 
87 Bethpage/Grey’s Point 

Polar Express
88 SCRATCH
89 Upper Lancaster VRS
90 Kilmarnock VFD
91 LHS Band
92 Kilmarnock-Lancaster 

VRS
93 SANTA

Parade to begin at 7 p.m. Friday
continued from page A1

Seasonal fun, 
fare and flair

From left above, Tavern 
Blacksmith Guild members 
Ken Kauffman and Bill 

as workers mold metal 
at the Tavern Forge. 
Elsewhere at the Rice’s 
Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern 
complex last Saturday, 
members of the Tavern’s 
spinners and weavers, quilt 
and woodworking guilds 
staged demonstrations as 
part of the Golden Village 
Christmas event. The 
event also included artisan-
crafted gifts, greenery, 
Santa, baked goods and 
food. More photos appear 
at RRecord.com. 

“Elf” Nannette Smith (left) helps young shoppers in the 
children’s shop, where everything was $1. Children under 
12 were allowed to pick out presents and have them 
wrapped by volunteer “elves.” Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

IRVINGTON—The Irvington town council will continue 
discussion on a proposed real estate tax at 7:30 p.m. tonight, 
December 10, in the Town Hall, 235 Steamboat Road, Irvington. 

Town attorney Wes Charlton is expected to report on a new 
ordinance that would establish the real estate tax. 

Zoning administrator Bob Hardesty will report on repairs to 
the sidewalks. 

Members also will review the rental fee for a business septic 
system on town property.

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock planning commis-
sion will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, December 14, at the Town 
Hall, 1 North Main Street, Kilmarnock.

The commission will continue its discussion of a request to 
create regulations pertaining to temporary structures, including 
food trailers, in the Steptoe’s District.

LANCASTER—The Lancaster board of super-
visors will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, December 14, in the 
County Administration Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster.

Supervisors will conduct a public hearing on a resolution 
to authorize the issuance of a revenue bond. The bond would 
authorize up to $170,000 and would be sold to USDA to 
finance a portion of the cost of providing sewer service to 
the Greentown/Gaskins Road community.

Supervisors also will consider the purchase of voting 
machines. 

An organizational meeting will immediately follow the 
regular meeting. Supervisors will select a chairman and vice 
chairman for 2016 and make  committee assignments.

KILMARNOCK—The Lancaster school board will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Monday, December 14, at Lancaster Middle 
School, 191 School Street, Kilmarnock. 

School board chairman Dr. Robert Westbrook will introduce 
a new category to the monthly agenda under superintendent 
reports that will update the board on school improvements.

Members also will consider a resolution asking county super-
visors to convey to the school board a parcel of land between the 
middle school and Lancaster Community Library, 235 School 
Street, Kilmarnock. The site of the old library is used for the 
bookmobile.

A closed session on student and personnel matters is sched-
uled at the end of the meeting.

LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland school board 
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, December 14, in the school admin-
istration building, 2172 Northumberland Highway, Lottsburg.

Agenda items include a presentation by Shauna McCranie 
on proposed modifications to the Education for the Gifted 
program.

Members also will discuss grading weight for the middle 
school honors courses and will begin discussions on the 
2016-17 school budget recommendations.

HEATHSVILLE—The Northumberland board of 
supervisors will meet at 5 p.m. today, December 10, at the 
Northumberland County Courts Building, 39 Judicial Place, 
Heathsville.

At 5:05 p.m., representatives of the Virginia Department 
of Transportation, Northern Neck Residency will address 
the board regarding transportation issues.

At 5:10 p.m., superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates, will 
report on schools.

At 5:20 p.m., Economic Development Commission execu-
tive director Theresa Lambert will speak. 

County administrator Kenneth D. Eades will present his 
f inal county administrator’s report at 5:30 p.m. He will be 
retiring at the end of December.

At 5:45 p.m., members of the board of supervsiors may 
report on issues not otherwise covered by the agenda. The 
public also will have an opportunity to address the board on 
such matters.

The Agenda
Local Government News

www.rrecord.com
classified
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Christmas Marketplace
Saturday, December 12th  11 am - 4 pm

Perfect for your Christmas Shopping!

Artisans, Crafts, Boutiques & Specialty Food Shops  

from all over Virginia

Horse & Carriage Rides Available 

Nestle up to the fire with Hot Chocolate,  

Hot Apple Cider & Holiday S’mores 

Cookie & Ornament Decorating with Mrs. Claus 

Festive Holiday Music

Gingerbread House Competition  

All Bakers are Welcome! Call 804-438-4489 to Register

Toys for Tots Donations Accepted

Adventure Travel

From

Adventure Travel

Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock
804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200

A Gift That Lasts a 
Lifetime... Travel

Perfect for the person that has everything.
Gift Certificates Available

“Come join us -- we’re going places”

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett this 
week reported misdemeanor 
charges against two individuals.

A Merry Point Road man, 20, 
was charged December 5 with 
contempt of court.

A Chestnut Grove Lane man, 
55, was charged December 5 
with two counts of domestic 
assault and battery.
Activity report

December 1: Staff 
responded to a hit-and-run traf-
fic crash at Mary Ball and Merry 
Point roads, and to a suspicious/
abandoned vehicle complaint 
near Weems Road and Sir Guy 
Drive (disabled vehicle); and 
received a destruction of prop-
erty report from a Buzzards 
Neck Road resident (camper 
trailer window; $100 loss). 

December 2: Staff 
responded to a shoplifting inci-
dent at a White Stone area conve-
nience store (1 Corona beer; $3 
loss), to a civil complaint in the 
20300 block of Mary Ball Road 
(tree removal and heavy debris 
left behind), to a juvenile behav-
ioral complaint in the 800 block 
of Nuttsville Road, and with 
Kilmarnock Police Department 
(KPD) to a robbery call in the 
15800 block of Mary Ball Road 
(no criminal incident; mental 
health issue involved); encoun-
tered an unattended vehicle in 
a ditch in the 16500 block of 
Mary Ball Road (vehicle towed; 
homeowner provided contact 
and insurance information for 
property damages); received a 
larceny report from a Lancaster 
Primary School  teacher ($100 
cash loss), a larceny complaint 
from a Piney Point Road resi-
dent, and a walk-in report of lar-
ceny (unfounded).

December 3: Staff 
responded with KPD to Dilvers 
Road for an unauthorized use 
of a vehicle complaint (juvenile 
took vehicle without permission 
and returned about 4 hours after 
the initial complaint was filed), 
to an abandoned vehicle com-
plaint on Sir Guy Drive (same 
vehicle as reported on Dec. 
1), with Virginia State Police 
(VSP) to a two-vehicle traffic 
crash near Mary Ball and Devils 
Bottom roads (notification made 
through vehicle alarm system), 
and with KPD to a possible 
burglary in progress on S. Main 
Street (subjects were hanging 
decorations on the building); 
and received a walk-in report of 
identity theft.

December 4: Staff checked 
on the well-being of a Keep Safe 
program participant after prear-
ranged telephone contact could 
not be made (no emergency ser-
vices needed), and on the well-
being of a Lara Road resident 
at the request of a concerned 
citizen (no emergency services 
needed); responded to a com-
plaint of a pedestrian interfer-
ing with traffic on Black Stump 
Road, to a domestic disturbance 
in the 18300 block of Mary 
Ball Road, to the area of Shady 
Lane for a suspicious person 
complaint, to a civil complaint 
on Buzzards Neck Road, and 
to a juvenile behavioral com-
plaint on Buzzards Neck Road; 
received a fraud complaint from 
a Beanes Road resident (civil 
incident), and a fraud com-
plaint from a Heathsville area 
resident (civil matter involving 
rental payments for a Lancaster 
County residence).

December 5: Staff 
responded to a traffic crash on 
private property at the White 
Stone Post Office, to a target 
shooting complaint in the 
11100 block of Mary Ball Road 
(hunters on adjacent property 
reported being pinned down by 
target shooters), to a traffic com-
plaint on Irvington Road (boat 
trailer and boat parked near 
roadway; motorist’s complaint 
of being unable to see oncoming 
traffic; boat trailer and boat were 
removed by the owner), with 
KPD to a suspicious vehicle 
complaint on Roseneath Avenue 

KILMARNOCK—An 81-year-old Lotts-
burg man remains in stable condition after he 
and his wife were struck by a vehicle Saturday 
evening while crossing East Church Street. 

Gerard “Bud” Nolan was rushed to Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University Medical 
Center while his wife, Joan, 81, was treated 
and released that evening from Bon Secours 
Rappahannock General Hospital, reported 
Kilmarnock chief of police Mike Bedell. 

The accident occurred around 5:55 p.m. 
December 5. The couple had attended mass 
at St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church and 
were crossing East Church Street near the 
intersection with Clifton Road when they 
stepped in front of a Mercury Marquis four-
door sedan.  

Chief Bedell did not release the name of 
the driver and said alcohol and drugs were 
not a factor in the accident. The driver has not 
been charged. 

According to Bedell, the couple did not 

use the crosswalk in front of the church, but 
crossed further down the street where their 
car was parked.

“We are studying all the crosswalks in 
Kilmarnock to better improve pedestrian 
safety,” Chief Bedell said.

Kilmarnock police officer Ann Phelps 
directed the investigation. Also responding to 
the accident were the Kilmarnock-Lancaster 
Volunteer Rescue Squad, Kilmarnock Vol-
unteer Fire Department and Virginia State 
Police.

Lancaster County Crime Solvers seeks information regarding 
the whereabouts of two individuals.

Shadonta Lateef Beane, 20, is wanted for assault and battery. 
He is described as a black male with brown eyes and black hair. 
He is 6 feet tall and weighs 185 pounds. His last known address 
is 29 Thrasher Court, Merry Point.

Kenneth W. Horton Jr., 25, is wanted for failure to comply with 
a court order. He is a white male with brown hair and hazel eyes. 
He is 6 feet, 1 inch tall and weighs 210 pounds. His last known 
address is 1023 John Neck Road, Weems.

If you have information about Shadonta Beane, and/or Ken-
neth Horton, call Crime Solvers at 462-7463.

 You do not have to give your name or appear in court. 
Do not try to apprehend a wanted person. Call the Crime Solv-

ers line and the information will be passed on to the appropriate 
officer. 

Lancaster County Crime Solvers pays rewards up to $1,000. 

Two pedestrians struck by car on East Church Street
by Audrey Thomasson

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME SOLVERS
Shadonta Lateef Beane Kenneth W. Horton Jr.

(complainant reported subjects 
tried to lure a child into the 
vehicle; the child reported the 
subjects threatened to run over a 
domestic animal if it ran in front 
of the vehicle again), with KPD 
to a traffic accident involving 
two pedestrians on East Church 
Street, with KPD to a fight call 
in the 10800 block of Jesse 
Dupont Highway (suspect vehi-
cle detained; victim declined to 
prosecute).

December 6: Staff received 
a complaint of speeding on 
Windmill Point Road (no officer 
in position to respond), a walk-
in report of a wallet, belonging 
to a Lancaster County resident, 
being found in Northumberland 
County (no contact made with 
the owner), and a complaint of 
reckless driver in the area of 
Courthouse Road—Kilmar-
nock (described vehicle not 
located); responded to an alarm 
call in the 900 block of Otto-
man Ferry Road and discovered 
a burglary had occurred (door 
frame; $150 damage loss); 
responded with KPD to the area 
of the community hospital to 
locate a patient who overdosed 
and left the emergency room 
(subject was located about 10 
minutes later and returned to 
the hospital), and to a domestic 
disturbance in the 2500 block of 
Irvington Road.

December 7: Staff received 
a complaint of a juvenile texting 
obscene messages to a step-par-
ent (complainant was advised to 
contact the juvenile probation 
officer).

The sheriff ’s staff also 
conducted five traffic stops, 
issued a summons, assisted  
two motorists, recorded four 
deer strike accidents, investi-
gated six building alarms, pro-
cessed a mental health order, 
logged eight inmate transports, 
received eight E911 hangup 
calls and fielded two calls for 
animal control service.
Fire calls

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department responded to a traf-
fic crash, with medical evacu-
ation involved on East Church 
Street.

Northumberland Sher-
iff Chuck Wilkins this week 
reported charges against 14 indi-
viduals.
Felonies

Kimberly Bryant, 25, of Farn-
ham was charged December 1 
on a multi-jurisdictional grand 
jury indictment for two counts 
of distribution of a Schedule II 
drug.

Curt Dowdy, 41, of Farnham 
was charged December 1 on a 
multi-jurisdictional grand jury 
indictment for two counts of 
distribution of a Schedule II 
drug.

Tony Allen Starks Jr., 27, 
of Heathsville was charged 
December 2 on a multi-juris-
dictional grand jury indictment 
for one count of distribution of 
marijuana.

Crystal Dawn King, 40, of 
Callao was charged Decem-
ber 2 on a multi-jurisdictional 
grand jury indictment for 
one count of distribution of a 
Schedule II drug.

Michelle R. Coffman, 34, of 
Callao was charged Decem-
ber 2 on a multi-jurisdictional 
grand jury indictment for 
one count of distribution of a 
Schedule II drug/accommoda-
tion.

Wayne R. Bratcher Jr., 50, 
of Callao was charged Decem-
ber 2 on a multi-jurisdictional 
grand jury indictment for 
one count of distribution of a 
Schedule II drug.

Thomas H. Samuels Jr., 25, 
of White Stone was charged 
December 4 on a multi-juris-
dictional grand jury indictment 
for distribution of a Schedule I 
drug.

Edwardo Jarel Garner, 25, of 
Farnham was charged Decem-
ber 4 on a multi-jurisdictional 
grand jury indictment for two 
counts of distribution of a 
Schedule II drug.

Paul Chambers, 19, of 
Weems was charged December 
6 with felony eluding a police 
officer, driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol, reckless driv-
ing, possession of marijuana 
(first offense), driving without 
a license, failing to stop at a 
stop sign and damaging prop-
erty.
Misdemeanors

A Burgess man, 28, was 
charged November 30 with 
assault and threatening illegal/
immoral act over the phone.

A Heathsville man, 18, was 
charged December 1 with 
criminal trespass after being 
forbidden to do so.

A Heathsville man, 60, was 
charged December 5 with driv-
ing under the influence of alco-
hol and reckless driving.

A Heathsville man, 20, was 
charged December 5 with two 
counts of assault. These were 
Lancaster County warrants.

A Kinsale man, 28, was 
charged December 6 with driv-
ing under the influence of alco-
hol and reckless driving.

TOPPING—Following an 
investigation, Kevin Creswell 
Blake, 50, of Topping has been 
charged with two counts of pos-
session of a firearm by a con-
victed felon and a misdemeanor 
charge of brandishing a firearm, 
reported Major M.E. Sampson 
of the Middlesex Sheriff’s Office 
(MSO).

According to Sampson, on 
the morning of November 23 a 
search warrant was executed at 
Blake’s residence by MSO inves-
tigators and deputies and a Vir-
ginia State Police tactical team. 

Police found and seized four 
firearms and nearly 200 rounds 
of multiple types of ammunition.

Blake is being held without 
bond at the Middle Peninsula 
Regional Security Center in 
Saluda.

Blake is scheduled to appear in 
Middlesex General District Court 
for a preliminary hearing on Jan-
uary 4, 2016.

Convicted felon 
arrested on three
firearm charges

paper & 
online 

RRecord.com
435-1701
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Get your husband what he 
really wants for Christmas

at 
Dave’s 

Trading Company
Wide variety of quality used guns!!

Full line of ammo available

Buying Used Guns!
$35.00 Transfers

We Buy, Sell and Trade

Buying Gold, Silver and Platinum!

804-436-6728
Monday -  Friday 9 am - 3 pm

Saturday 10 am - 3 pm  

Our full catalog and class descriptions are available online!

www.bayschool-arts.com

279 Main St., Mathews

804-725-1278
See our website for a list of kid’s classes!

Our new 
Jan – May 2016 

Catalog is 
Now 

Available! We have 
Gift 

Certificates!

WHITE STONE—The 
town council on December 4 
continued discussions related 
to ongoing grant projects.

Following a closed ses-
sion, council voted 4-0 to 
allow  town manager Patrick 
Frere to negotiate an option 
to purchase tangible prop-
erty, including fixtures and 
furnishings, in the amount 
of $35,000 from Craig 
Miller and Lauren Daven-
port, owners of the old White 
Stone School building. An 
option would run through 
January 12, which also is the 
date an option expires to buy 
the old White Stone School 
building, which functioned 
most recently as the White 
Stone Event Center, 606 
Chesapeake Drive, White 
Stone.

Council decided in August 
to pursue the purchase of 
the building through grants 
and loans to use the property 
as the White Stone Cultural 
and Commerce Center. The 
center would function as a 
regional tourism center and 
trail headquarters for the 
artisan, oyster, bike and wine 
trails in the Northern Neck. 

A grant to purchase the 
school building is one of three 
ongoing grant projects in 
White Stone. 

Frere reported to council 
Thursday on a Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) planning grant for 
a proposed downtown revi-

White Stone officially welcomes the holidays
The Pinkard family 
children (above) had a 
long wish list for Santa 
and his helper Saturday at 
the annual White Stone 
Winter Wonderland 
celebration. The tree-
lighting ceremony featured 
a brief speech by mayor 
Randy Reeves, caroling led 
by the Mt. Vernon Baptist 
Church youth and adult 
choirs, visits with Santa 
and refreshments. More 
photos appear at RRecord. 
com.

From left, Juliet Wiebe, Drew Hubbard and Lloyd B. 

the holiday season. Photos by Audrey Thomasson

Council authorizes town manager 
to continue negotiations toward 
old White Stone School acquisition

It’s time to light up the town
The White Stone Town Council recently announced 

that judging for its Christmas Decorating Contest will 
occur on Monday, December 21. 

First-, second- and third-place prizes, along with an 
honorable mention, will be awarded for both residential 
and commercial properties, according to town manager 
Patrick Frere. Any resident or business owner wanting to 
be judged should have their decorations lit by sunset. 

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

talization project and a resi-
dential rehabilitation/public 
sewer project. 

Council directed Frere last 
month to negotiate with the 
design firm of PMA Architec-
ture of Newport News and its 
associates, Bowman Consult-
ing and Community Futures, 
for the downtown revitaliza-
tion. Representatives from the 
team, Jeff Stogill of PMA and 
Neal Barber of Community 
Futures, addressed the coun-
cil, outlining the key compo-
nents of the downtown face-
lift. According to Stogill, there 
will be an economic restruc-
turing component, physical 
infastructure improvements, a 
marketing and branding com-
ponent and physical improve-
ments associated with empty 
buildings and blight.

“We’re excited about the 
project,” said Barber. “We’re 
very impressed with the par-
ticipation of council and the 
town in general. They’re very 
enthusiastic.”

The CDBG application is 
due to the state in March. 

According to Frere, public 

participation in this process 
is very important and a public 
hearing is tentatively set for 
February 4.

The town is also on hold with 
its residential rehabilitation/
public sewer project. Follow-
ing a meeting with represen-
tatives from the Department 
of Environmental Quality 
and the USDA Rural Devel-
opment program two weeks 
ago, Frere said the town has 
been promised that loans “are 
available,” but grant funding 
won’t be decided until the end 
of January. 

Frere and mayor Randy 
Reeves are both committed 
to keeping monthly charges 
at a minimum for a public 
sewer system in White Stone. 
Because of that, Frere told 
council he is investigating 
options if grant money is not 
available. One option, he said, 
is to increase the town’s ciga-
rette tax from 15 cents to 30 
cents per pack. The additional 
tax could produce the funds 
needed to pay back loans or 
perhaps eliminate the need for 
loans. 

LANCASTER—Patr ick 
McCranie, a retired Virginia 
State Police senior trooper who 
was elected Lancaster County 
Sheriff on November 3, will 
take the oath of office at 4 p.m. 
Thursday, December 17.

Officially, McCranie will 
begin serving as Lancaster 
County’s chief law enforce-
ment officer on Friday, January 
1.

The oath ceremony will 
take place in the office of 
Diane H. Mumford, Clerk of 
the Lancaster County Circuit 
Court. She will administer his 
oath.

McCranie’s mother, Violet 
McCranie, will hold a family 
Holy Bible on which McCranie 
will place his hand in taking 
his oath, reported Bill Kling.

McCranie’s father, Capt. 
Glenn McCranie, a retired 
Navy chaplain, will pin silver 
eagles, official emblems of a 
sheriff’s rank, on his son’s uni-
form collar, said Kling.

Also standing at McCranie’s 
side during the ceremony will 
be his wife, Shauna, and chil-
dren, Wyatt, 16, and Leighton, 
13. The family lives in Weems. 
Shauna McCranie directs a 
program for gifted and talented 
students at Northumberland 
High School.

McCranie won election with 
52.3% of the vote. To run for 
sheriff, he had retired from 
the VSP after nearly 26 years 
of service. In addition to his 
trooper duties, he also had 
served as an official VSP chap-
lain.

K I L M A R N O C K — L a n -
caster/Northumberland Habitat 
will move at the beginning of 
2016 to 460 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

“We are grateful to Grace 
Episcopal Church for the many 
years they have provided office 
and meeting space for us, but 
we are excited to be ‘grow-
ing up’ and moving to a place 
where we can expand,” said 
president Nan Harvey Flynn.

“Special thanks to Lisa Hen-
dershot, owner of Sal’s Pizza, 
for helping us secure the space 
next door as our ReSale Store 
and office headquarters,” said 
Flynn.

The location will be staffed 
on a part-time basis by office 
manager and new executive 
director Tommy Hemans. 
Office furniture donations such 
as desks, four-drawer file cabi-
nets, shelves, tables and chairs 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Once the office is set up, the 
affiliate will take donations 
for an ongoing ReSale Store 
which will be open at least one 
weekend per month. All the 
funds generated by the ReSale 
Store will be used to purchase 
materials for the construction 
of houses for qualified home 
owners.

“At the moment we’re look-
ing for donations of new or 
gently used items such as 
appliances, architectural items, 
brick, cabinets and counter-
tops, furniture, doors, flooring, 
hardware, insulation, lighting, 
masonry, plumbing and tools,” 
said building site supervisor 
Bob Kammerer.

This effort is focused on 
home repair and improvement, 
so computers and other elec-
tronics, clothing, bedding or 
accessories such as drapes or 
household decorations will not 
be acepted at this time, said 
Kammerer. 

“We cannot accept open cans 
of paint or hazardous materi-
als, or scrap lumber unless it is 
reusable,” he said.

Individuals or businesses 
can contact Habitat at 435-
3461, or info@lnhabitat.org to 
arrange to drop off items at the 
North Main Street location or 
have a Habitat volunteer pick 
up materials.

McCranie
will take
oath of
office on
Dec. 17

Habitat
to relocate
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25 Days of Christmas Specials

Gift Certificates Available
Select Cards & Gift Items

Home Health & Durable Medical Equipment
FREE Local Delivery

A Multi-Dealer Mall located in
Essex Square Shopping Center

Sales up to 50% off 
Come browse our store for jewelry, coins, Civil War 

artifacts, glassware, china, furniture, linen and much more. 

T-TOWN TACK
WORK AND WESTERN WEAR

804-443-4614

ESSEX ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES

We’re here to keep you going . . .

804-333-4635                   804-435-6338

Give the gift that keeps on giving...

Dunn-Rite Auto Group

60 Hawthorn Ave, Kilmarnock, Va.
(at the Walmart light)

SECONDHAND ROSE
A UNIQUE SHOPPING EXPERIENCE

FURNISHINGS, JEWELRY, CLOTHING, GIFTS

& COLLECTIBLES

Serving you since 1996

Kids’ Closet
Children’s Consignment

& Maternity

Holiday Sale
Mon-Sat 10:00-5:00

5458 Jessie DuPont Memorial Hwy

Support Your Local Businesses
This Holiday Season

Keep Christmas Close to Home

Jean’s Bargain
Center

“Why Buy New When Used Will Do”

Perfect for the Holidays!
 

Ruger LCP .380 Auto  Pistols from $229.99
DPMS Panther AR-15 from $529.99

- Lots of other items on sale - Firearms Classes 
Gift Certificates available

1309 Tappahannock Blvd. Tappahannock 
804-443-0197 RedNex-Sports.com

Hunting Supplies

Quilting, Apparel and Home Decor – Notions
Slipcovers – Window Treatments 

NFL Fleece & Cottons 
20% Off for the month of December

1417 Tappahannock Blvd., Tappahannock
Mon.-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-2, Closed Sun. 804-443-2154

SEW HAPPY

Mosaic Consignments & Gifts, LLC
Furniture, Home Decor, 

Boutique, Jewelry & More!

Daily Sales Specials!
804-529-1030

Callao, Virginia

Northumberland
Pharmacy

Gift Certificates Available

Lilian Lumber True Value
Home Center

Start Right, Start Here
Christmas Sale December 23 & 24

20% Off Gift Department
15% off Outdoor Amish Furniture

{Free Gift Wrapping}

Burgess, Va. 804-453-4911

Rappahannock Record
Great Holiday Gift

1 Year $27.00

Thyme In A Basket
Home Accessories and Unique Gifts

12 Days of Christmas 
Daily Specials

Chesapeake Commons Shopping Ctr. 

Fresh Seafood for the Holidays
Great Wine Selection

NEWPORT NEWS—The 
Virginia Marine Police recently 
filed criminal charges against 
12 commercial watermen for 
oyster violations in the Rappa-
hannock River, including plun-
dering an oyster sanctuary.  

The charges were filed by the 
marine police on November 22 
and 23 after consultation with 
the Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney. Of the 48 violations, 24 are 
Class 6 felonies, 15 are Class 
1 misdemeanors, and nine are 
Class 6 misdemeanors. All vio-

lations occurred on October 22. 
“The commission has no tol-

erance for oyster thieves, espe-
cially those who steal from a 
protected sanctuary,” said Vir-
ginia Marine Resources Com-
missioner John M.R. Bull. 
“This matter will be resolved 
in court and, if convicted, these 
individuals will stand in front 
of the commission to determine 
whether their licenses should 
be revoked, and for how long. 
In the past two years, the com-
mission has revoked 39 licenses 

for natural resources violations, 
which is the most in decades.”

The charges brought against 
the 12 oyster harvesters for vio-
lations in Rappahannock River 
Area 5 are: 

Anthony Dale Hogge of 
Gloucester County, Jeffrey 
Scott West of Gloucester 
County, James Luisan West 
of Gloucester County, John 
Matthew West of Glouces-
ter County, Willie Jessie West 
Jr. of Poquoson, John Kenneth 
West of Gloucester County, 

Stephen Perriello of Hampton, 
Michael Jackson of Hampton, 
Evan Alan Fuller of Hampton, 
Brooks Pruitt of Onancock, 
Thomas Pruitt of Bloxom, and 
Melvin Miller III of Saxis were 
all charged with oyster dredging 
or oyster dredging equipment 
on boat, Class 6 felony; unlaw-
fully using a scrape in an unau-
thorized area, Class 6 felony; 
theft of oysters, clams, shells, 
etc., Class 1 misdemeanor; and 
closure of sanctuary area, Class 
1 misdemeanor.

Oystermen charged with harvest violations
 Hometown Heroes
The Town of Kilmarnock recently announced the return of  

“Celebrating Hometown Heroes.” Additional orders are now 
being taken for 2016. On display from Memorial Day week-
end to Labor Day, each red, white and blue banner will honor 
a veteran, showing a photo, name and branch of service. 

Each banner is $100 and will hang in locations along 
Main Street. The photographs must be provided in electronic 
format. 

An order form may be found at kilmarnockva.com, or con-
tact deputy town manager-community development Susan 
Cockrell at susancockrell@kilmarnockva.com, or 435-1552, 
ext. 25. The deadline is April 1, 2016.

NEWS BREAK
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

In the past 103 years, only four individuals 
have served as Treasurer of Northumber-

land County. The longest tenured of the list 
is the incumbent, Ellen Booker Kirby, who 
has held the position for 36 years, and begins 
her tenth term on January 1. Her predecessor, 
Sally Shackelford, was in office for two terms 
in the 1970s, having succeeded Elsa B. Rowe, 
who had followed her father, Carroll J. Rowe, 
in 1942. Together, both father and daughter 
clocked 60 years as the keepers of the coun-
ty’s finances.

Although brief by comparison with the 
other three, Sally’s tenure was equally exem-
plary. She was a genuinely devoted public ser-
vant, who found happiness in her work. She 
was talented with the management of figures, 
and with her staff, she exuded an atmosphere 
of friendliness that made the tax-paying onus 
each year less weighty for the citizens of Nor-
thumberland.

Sally was a native of the Shenandoah 
Valley, having been born in Lexington.  After 
college at Longwood, she came to Reedville 
to teach school. She married a local gentle-
man, Bill Shackelford, and they lived in Fair-
port in a grand Ante Bellum home that had 
descended through Bill’s family. Visiting the 

house and its contents, put together over many 
decades, was akin to taking a step back in his-
tory. The rooms were large, but the doorways 
were low by modern practices, despite the 
ceilings being high, reminding people that 
folks were shorter when the home was built 
in the 1850s. 

The living room was lined with built-in 
bookcases, the legacy of an aunt who was a 
great reader and traveler. Sally and her hus-
band had built a modern addition in the rear, 
but the original house remained basically as 
it had come from the carpenters.  From that 

venue, Sally presided over a yard teeming 
with venerable English boxwood, and old 
trees that epitomized the Southern home.

Sally had taken early retirement to care for 
her husband, and after his death she contin-
ued to live in the home for another 30 years. 
She enjoyed supporting the efforts to save 
other similar structures, and became a char-
ter member of Northumberland Preservation, 
Inc. when the organization was formed in 
1984, and she faithfully attended meetings, 
always encouraging others to appreciate their 
heritage as she did.

Nearly 10 years ago, as her health and 
memory were beginning to fail, she moved 
to a care facility in Warsaw. Once there she 
quickly adjusted to the new setting, and 
joined in activities. She especially liked road 
trips, whether they were to visit historic sites 
with Northumberland Preservation or with 
her new friends in Warsaw. Sally always was 
ready to go.

Welcoming visitors, whether in her home, 
in the Treasurer’s Office, or in her retirement 
quarters, was an important aspect of her per-
sonality. When one paid the annual tax bill, 
Sally treated the payee as if he or she was 
paying a social call at the Treasurer’s Office, 

asking for the individual’s health, news, and 
generally conducting a friendly chat typical of 
her. That wholesomeness continued through 
the decline of her memory, and showed that 
people remained significant to her.

Last week Sally died, having lived almost a 
century. Her tenure in public office was brief 
in comparison with the others who have held 
the office of Treasurer, and it was at a time 
when record keeping was devoid of computers 
and the modern paraphernalia that frequently 
may lack the personal quality characteristic of 
the old days. Happily, today the Northumber-
land Treasurer’s Office remains the welcom-
ing place it always has been.

Sally ran a neat and efficient operation 
during her terms in office, and she left a 
legacy that continues to this day. Her approach 
to government service was based on the tra-
ditional American ethos of honor, dignity 
and courtesy. She was a bright and cheerful 
person, both in her public persona and in her 
private life. She had become such a part of 
the lore of the Northern Neck that many of us 
often forgot that she indeed long ago had been 
a Come Here. She was a true Virginia Lady.

Sally Dunlap Shackelford, January 6, 1918 
- December 3, 2015.  R.I.P.

When one paid the annual 
tax bill, Sally treated the 
payee as if he or she was 
paying a social call at the 
Treasurer’s Office, asking for 
the individual’s health, news, 
and generally conducting a 
friendly chat typical of her.

Focal Point

Sunset on Warehouse Creek

Photo by Jeff Fletcher

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Santa’s got talent.
If you’re contemplating what to give that spe-

cial someone, or that hard to shop for someone, 
or anybody else on your list, I’ve got the answer 
in a word.

Music.
A good melody ranks right up there in the 

running for best gift ever with fine chocolate, 
smooth bourbon, luxurious silk and any James 
Lee Burke novel. 

The more soothing the song, the more practi-
cal the gift.

Music in a word is broad. Confused by all the 
choices, I’ve got two suggestions.

The first is a somewhat seasonal compact 
disc, “Light of the Stable,” by Emmylou Harris. 
I enjoy this masterpiece year round. I recom-
mend the 2004 edition released by Rhino 
Records, because it has three extra tracts.

The Christmas album, produced by Brian 
Ahern, was originally released in 1979 by 
Warner Bros. Records with Harris and her orig-
inal Hot Band. Dolly Parton, Linda Ronstadt 
and Neil Young sang harmony on the title tract. 

Harris, Ahern and the Hot Band first 
recorded the song, “Light of the Stable,” in 
1975 as a 45 rpm single. The song was written 
by Steven and Elizabeth Rhymer.

Even if country is not your favorite, this CD 
should be part of your Christmas collection, for 
no other reason than Emmylou Harris has 13 
Grammys to her credit. There is no substitute 
for talent and she’s got it.

Adding Parton, Ronstadt and Young as well 

as Ahern, Nancy Ahern, Mike Bowden, Brian 
Bowers, Tony Brown, James Burton, Rodney 
Crowell, Hank DeVito, Allen Lee, Emory 
Gordy Jr., Glen D. Hardin, Kate McGarrigle, 
Anna McGarrigle, Willie Nelson, Frank Reck-
ard, Ricky Skaggs, John Ware, Sharon White 
and Cheryl White, makes the CD a must hear.  

Another suggestion would be tickets to the 
upcoming Artie Shaw Orchestra concert March 
19 at the Lancaster Middle School Theater in 
Kilmarnock. This is the fourth show in the Rap-
pahannock Foundation for the Arts 2015-16 On 
Stage performing arts series.

If you don’t have an annual subscription 
to the series, you are missing out on the best 
entertainment for miles around. Why drive to 
D.C., Richmond or Norfolk, or fly to New York, 
New Orleans or L.A., when the RFA brings 
the shows here? Be sure to get your 2016-17 
season tickets when they go on sale in late 
spring or early summer.

But the RFA won’t leave you out in the cold. 
The award-winning Artie Shaw Orchestra, 
with band leader Matt Koza on clarinet, will 
“swing” into town and melt snow with some 
red hot jazz. That’s a stocking stuffer waiting to 
happen.

Seats are available. Call 438-5555 or visit 
rappahannockfoundation.org for reservations.

Befuddled still, combine the two— “Light of 
the Stable” and Artie Shaw tickets. That could 
be the best gift ever, but don’t tell Dave Robi-
cheaux or Hackberry Holland.

Santa don’t want for trouble.

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.

YOUR LETTERS

At present, virtually all the 
nations of the world are present in 
Paris trying to negotiate a deal to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
to keep the world temperature 
increase to 2 degrees Celsius or 
3.6 degrees Fahrenheit.

The accumulated emissions 
reduction commitments of the 
nations in Paris would result in 
a nearly 5 degrees Fahrenheit 
increase. It is expected that as 
technology improves, the com-
mitments would be revised at 
5-year intervals so that a 2 degree 
C goal may be attained. 

At present, this seems impos-
sible since the world is on track 
for a 4 + degree C or 7+ degree 
Fahrenheit increase. 

Among impacts as recently 
reported in the scientific press 
for year 2100 of the “do nothing” 
scenario:

Climate change
impacts represent
cause for concern
and calls for action

ice-free in summer, as early as 
2050.

feet from today.
-

erates, with surface ocean pH 
decreasing up to 109%.

drought frequency will increase.

local downpours.

volume by as much as 85%.

and dangerous enough to prevent 
working outdoors in some areas 
of Virginia for long periods of the 
summer.

to feed the projected global popu-
lation.

affected, with mid-latitude jet 
streams shifting poleward in 
both hemispheres and changing 
weather patterns world-wide.

We do not like to think about 
how difficult living will be under 
these conditions. But we are in 
process of assuring our grand-

children of this inheritance. 
We need to support the nego-

tiators in Paris and support taking 
serious actions to reduce fossil 
fuel emissions through conserva-
tion, through improved technol-
ogy and through putting a price 
on carbon.

Gregory T Haugan, PhD,
Heathsville

I take no side in this matter 
since I have no dog in the fight. 
At this point I feel confident in 
saying I foresee neither side 
budging an inch.

Why not try to work together 
for a solution?

The military has had great 
success in making things seem-
ingly disappear. Has either side 
asked for their advise? 

If this doesn’t work, how 
about running a contest to see 
if someone can make the towers 
into something “eye appealing?”

Tom Juskiewicz,
White Stone

Make towers
eye appealing

YOUR LETTERS

A denier of climate change, 
whose assertions are frequently 
published in the Record, criti-
cized President Obama’s position 
at the Paris summit meeting on 
global climate change currently 
in progress. Here are three errors 
in his understanding:

satellites show no additional 
warming for the last 18 years.” 
There are 14 instruments flying 
on different satellites. Satellite 
data agree with surface (radio-
sonde) data, that Earth’s tro-
posphere has warmed almost 
half a degree Celsius (nearly a 
degree Farenheit) in the last three 
decades.

Alaskan glaciers, includ-
ing ‘Hubbard’ and ‘Taku’ are 

-
ciers are anomalies because 
they have huge accumulation 
areas that receive more precipi-
tation (snow) now than was true 
of the past because of changes 
in atmospheric circulation and 
because the atmosphere now 
contains more water vapor. More 
than 90% of Earth’s glaciers are 
retreating (melting).

rate of rise has been dropping for 
the past several thousand years 

the last 10,000 years, since the 
end of the most recent glacial 
period. The rate of rise was very 
fast at first, nearly your height 
in your lifetime, but decreased 
with time as interglacial tempera-
tures were approached. Sea level 
rise has begun to increase again 
because of global warming. Sat-
ellite-based measurements began 

Issues with
the argument

in 1993 and agree with tide gauge 
records from locations not being 
uplifted or subsiding.

Citizens interested in these 
issues should seek information 
from a reliable source. A NASA 
web site, http://climate.nasa.
gov/evidence/ is a good place to 
start. We need to stop following 
the “Big Tobacco” playbook of 
promoting uncertainty in order 
to delay taking action. Smok-
ing causes cancer and increasing 
greenhouse gas concentrations 
in Earth’s atmosphere warm the 
planet.

Dr. Lynton S. Land, 
Ophelia

It is getting very tiresome 
to hear political leaders say 
we need to take a “moment of 
silence” after each mass shoot-
ing. What we need is not silence 
but lots of raised voices to tell 
Congress to do something about 
gun violence.

We have a “no fly list” but 
those same people can buy guns. 
How smart is that?

Some leaders are very happy 
to take away many liberties and 
much privacy but not the Second 
Amendment. One must not wait 
any time to buy firearms. 

We need to do away with 
assault weapons which people 
never use for hunting or target 
practice. Some leaders only want 
to argue about what is meant by 
assault weapons.

If having more guns makes 
us safer, why in countries with 
fewer guns are there less mass 
murders? Some in Congress 
simply refuse to acknowledge 
that and also refuse to have a 
study about it. 

Some say we should close 

Get strict on guns

mosques, deny entry of refu-
gees and card people who live 
here but those same people care 
nothing for better background 
checks. It is easier to get a gun 
than a driver’s license. 

Until fairly recently, the 
Second Amendment was inter-
preted as a state’s right to bear 
arms (militias) not an individ-
ual right—that is, until the gun 
manufacturers and the gun lobby 
worked on a reinterpretation. 
The Supreme Court obliged in 
2008—so much for the “original 
intent” of the Constitution.

We have the power to change 
this if we have the will. Let your 
representatives know that you 
want background checks and no 
more assault weapons. The fact 
that we cannot stop all violence 
is no excuse anymore. We know 
we can stop a lot of it. 

Mary L. Lay,
Irvington

The Kilmarnock Police 
Department and Kilmarnock-
Lancaster Volunteer Rescue 
Squad responded swiftly when 
called last Saturday. 

An officer responded to an 
injury accident on Church Street 
within three minutes of the 911 
call and two members of the 
rescue squad arrived in their 
personal vehicles a minute later. 
Within six minutes ambulances 
were pulling up and everyone 
went about their duties with com-
passion and precision.

Kilmarnock is truly fortunate 
to have such dedicated and pro-
fessional personnel to rely on in 
case of an emergency.

Jim Thompson,
Burgess

Speedy response
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Kilmarnock Antique 
Gallery

WE CONDUCT ESTATE SALES
&

Buy Silver and Gold

144 School Street, Kilmarnock, VA  
804-435-1207 

NOTICE
Lancaster Square & Chesapeake Commons 

Parking Lots Will Be Closed
this Friday, December 11, at 6:45pm
No Entrance/Exit To Main Street Until 

8:00pm For Christmas Parade
 

www.rappahannockhangups.com

Rappahannock Hang Ups 
& Gallery

Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-2

Christmas Framing
Deadline: December 15, 2015

Please Plan Ahead

Closing December 23rd
Reopening January 21st

Happy Holidays
Cindy, Carolyn, Ida

Do you remember?
The parade rolls on. In 1996, Kilmarnock Christmas parade grand marshal Willie Lanier 
(in the passenger seat) rode with honorary grand marshal William Crosby Jr. (on the 
trunk) after Lanier’s vehicle broke down, said Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll 
Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.   

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the December 8, 1905, issue of 

the Virginia Citizen)

Pearls From The Shells
Mrs. William H. Jesse, Jr., of Monaskin, Va., 

spent the week with her cousin, Mrs. Henry L. 
Brittingham - in Sunday’s Baltimore American.

Mrs. John A. Brokenbrough, of Warsaw, Va., 
has left the Memorial Hospital and is stopping 
with her uncle, Mr. A. H. Robins, of No. 202 
East Marshall Street. - Tuesday’s Times Dis-
patch.

Miss Susie Rock, assistant teacher at the 
Urbanna Academy, left Wednesday for a visit of 
several days at her home in Lancaster county. 

Miss Mary E. Bew, of Shacklefords, will 
leave in a few days to visit her brother, Clinton, 
in Lancaster county. - Southside Sentinel.

In recounting the highly successful “Old 
Folks Concert” in Fredericksburg recently the 
papers of that city compliment a former Irving-
tonian quite highly as follows: “The second half 
opened with two old time songs, ‘Within a Mile 
Of Edinboro Towne’ and ‘Coming Thro’ the 
Rye.’ Both were charmingly sung by Ariminta 
Joyce, Mrs. A. P. Rowe, and so hearty and warm 
was the applause that Mrs. Rowe was forced to 
respond to an encore.”

White Stone 
John Pearson and daughter, Miss Gertrude, 

of Newland, are visiting Mr. And Mrs. James 

Sanders, near here this week.
George W. Noble, who has been touring Bal-

timore and Washington for some weeks, and, 
after an absence of 21 years, renewing acquain-
tance with members of his father’s family, 
returned here Wednesday, called by sickness in 
the family of Charlie Miller.

District Anti-Saloon League will meet at 
Irvington next Tuesday, 2:00 p.m.

George W. Thompson recently had his team 
run away and tear his big double wagon up. The 
horses were standing untied and feeding.

Mrs. J. H. Penny, of Long Island, is visiting 
her father, W. N. Cundiff, and other relatives 
here.

Kilmarnock
A. E. Brent is in Baltimore and New York on 

business this week.
George Johnson, of Johnson & Johnson, 

hardware and carriage supplies, corner Pratt and 
Light, Baltimore was visiting his old home near 
here last week. His brother, W. M. Johnson, of 
Grace Point, has gone to the city to help the firm 
during the enforced absence of the junior part-
ner, Eugene Johnson, who is at Saranac Lake for 
tuberculosis.

Mrs. C. J. Kramer is in Baltimore visiting 
relatives.

R. H. Norris went to Irvington this week to 
fix up papers in the matter of $1,000 insurance 
in the Union Central on Charlie Mitchell’s life.

Last week, a reader wrote a 
prophetic warning dream, the 
implications of which we do not 
want to miss. 

In 2 Corinthians and Revela-
tion 13, a coming world leader 
demands total allegiance. The 
plain speak of your Bible says 
Israel is our time-clock, a time 
Israel is surrounded by enemies 
on all sides, i.e. now!

Tragically, the “missing” 
U.S. has been found...on the 
wrong side of the fray. Why 
wrong? Because God says, 
“Who blesses Israel, I will bless; 
who curses Israel, I will curse.”

As if killing babies, rede-
fining His Genesis-instituted 
marriage covenant, outlawing 
public prayer and Christian wit-
ness were not enough, we had to 
turn against Israel, too.  Of these 
times, God says, “Evil men and 
seducers wax worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deceived.”

There is hope because a 
loving, forgiving Holy God is on 
the throne. 

“Come unto Me all ye who 
labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest.”  “Though 
your sins are as scarlet, they 
shall be white as snow.” “God 
sent not His Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that 
the world through Him might be 
saved.”

We must unite under His 
banner of love to eradicate the 
evil that has entered into our 
beautiful land. Men, will you 
stand for something bigger than 
a golf or pickleball? That should 

There is hope

Recently a couple of letters 
have appeared in this newspaper 
condemning the Lancaster Play-
ers for its recent play in which 
an actor appeared in his tidy-
whiteys and for what they found 
to be objectionable language.

I saw the show, enjoyed it 
immensely, and found the two 
or three utterances of obsceni-
ties in character. It was an adult 
comedy for adults, and I’m 
thankful that we have theater 
in the community for adults. 
Besides, I doubt that there was 
anyone in the audience that had 
not seen an adult man in his 
underwear or heard or uttered 
the obscenities themselves upon 
occasion.

If the Lancaster Players erred 
in its promotion of the play, it 
was by assuming that this play 
didn’t require a warning label. 
Perhaps the organization should 
forewarn adult theatergoers that 
the play contains adult themes 
and profanity.

In selecting plays for adult 

Adult theater
is for adults

YOUR LETTERS
audiences, it can be difficult to 
find quality scripts that don’t 
have adult themes and contain 
some language that some people 
will find objectionable. Also, if 
you have ever read the copyright 
notice in the front of a script 
you will find the admonition, 
“No changes shall be made in 
the play for the purpose of your 
production unless authorized in 
writing.”

We are fortunate to have two 
excellent theater companies in 
the Northern Neck: The Lan-
caster Players and the Westmo-
reland Players. Together they 
bring live theater to a region that 
doesn’t contain a single movie 
theater. They need and deserve 
our support, not condemnation, 
for providing entertainment for 
adults.

Robert Wilson,
Reedville

be no man’s epitaph. 
I, too, had a dream. Our men 

came from behind us full-throt-
tle, overtook us, and led us into 
a safe harbor, just in the nick of 
time.  

Everyone, please check out 
BBN radio, FM 99.9. There is a 
mission for us in the army that 
wins the war on both terror and 
the terrible.

Hilda Page,
White Stone

Sen. Mark R. Warner and 
Sen. Tim Kaine recently voted 
for the Fixing America’s Sur-
face Transportation Act (FAST 
Act), a bipartisan House-Senate 
agreement on highway and 
transit funding which returns 
$6.2 billion in federal transpor-
tation funding to Virginia over 
the next five years.

Congress has not passed a 
transportation funding bill last-
ing longer than two years since 
2005, and the five-year FAST 
Act will give states, transpor-
tation planners and contractors 
the time and certainty needed 
to make desperately-needed 
improvements to our infrastruc-
ture.

The legislation also renews 
the charter of the Export-Import 
Bank, which expired on July 1, 
for another four years. Between 
2007 and 2015, the Export-
Import Bank helped businesses 
in Virginia export $2 billion 
worth of goods and services.

“I am disappointed in sev-
eral of the choices that were 
made in paying for this high-
way and transit legislation, yet 
I remain a strong supporter of 
additional investments in our 
transportation systems,” Sen. 
Warner said. “This compro-
mise package addresses many 
of Virginia’s critical transporta-
tion and mass transit priorities, 
and I will continue efforts in 
Congress to return to the more 
responsible approach of asking 
those who use and benefit from 
our transportation system to 
fund its upkeep.”   

“I supported the transpor-
tation bill the Senate passed 
tonight, the FAST Act, because 
it provides something we 
haven’t had in years—higher 
investment in America’s trans-
portation infrastructure and 
the long-term certainty of a 
five-year bill. This investment 
will generate returns for the 
economy and commuters by 
saving gasoline not burned, 
work productivity not lost, and 
family time not missed from 
idling in traffic or waiting 
for delayed trains,” said Sen. 
Kaine. “I was pleased that sev-
eral amendments advocated by 
Senator Warner and me were 
included—strengthening fed-
eral safety oversight authority 
over WMATA, requiring fed-
eral members of the WMATA 
board to be appointed by the 
Department of Transporta-
tion and creating a new invest-
ment source for nationally sig-
nificant transportation assets 
like the structurally deficient 
Arlington Memorial Bridge. I 
also applaud the overdue reau-
thorization of the U.S. Export-
Import Bank, which benefits a 
vast array of Virginia compa-
nies. The effects of decaying 
infrastructure make no distinc-
tions between Democrats and 
Republicans, and today, mem-
bers of Congress from both 
parties voted together to start 
fixing our roads and rails.”

On December 3, the Senate 
passed the FAST Act, 83-16. 
The House passed the bill, 359-
65. President Barack Obama is 
expected to sign the measure.

Among highlights for Vir-
ginia, if the president signs it:

receive about $5.4 billion over 
five years for its interstate high-

Congress approves transportation bill
way programs, an increase of 
roughly $1.5 billion over what 
it would have received over that 
period at current funding levels.

see an increase of $51 million 
in mass transit funding over 
current spending levels. This 
would provide new funding 
and allow Virginia to properly 
plan and budget for transpor-
tation projects. A reliable five-

year federal funding stream 
will allow the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board to plan 
through the year 2020.

federal support to prioritize the 
reconstruction of deteriorating 
bridges. The Federal Highway 
Administration has determined 
that 3,574 bridges in Virginia 
are structurally deficient or 
functionally obsolete.
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Kilmarnock Antique Gallery
144 School St, Kilmarnock

Nut of the month: White Chocolate Cranberry
Mention this ad & receive 10% off the nut of the month!

Place your holiday orders early!
Call Will Bonner (850) 866-1757

“Your Northern Neck Connection for Whitley’s”

“We Service Everything We Sell”

           
APPLIANCE  & PROPANE 

Since 1939 
17 South Main Street, Kilmarnock

N   BLETT
We will be open till 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 11.

KILMARNOCK’S
37TH ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS PARADE
FRIDAY, DEC. 11TH 7:00 P.M.

AMERICAN STANDARDINSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.

ALL LINES OF

INSURANCE

435-1677
KILMARNOCK

ESTABLISHED

IN 1959

Experience a 
Kilmarnock Tradition 

37 years strong
 A must-see   
event. It’s fun . . . . 
it’s free . . . .
and Santa will 
be there too!

Starts at Chesapeake Commons and travels down Main Street to 
Irvington Road ending at Lancaster Middle School.

Entries include floats, bands, horses, classic/antique vehicles and spe-
ciality groups of all kinds. Pre-parade activities include a visit from 

Santa at the Kilmarnock firehouse from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.. 
There will be also be music and food on Main St. from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

You won’t want to miss the fun for the entire family!

No parking on Main Street after 6 p.m.
Sponsored by                         & Dominion VA Power

Chesbank.com                             Member FDIC

Merry Christmas from

Happy Holidays from

Merry Christmas
From

Our House ......  to  ......  Yours

DIXIE DELI
Open During the Parade

            Hot Sub Parade Special
      World Famous

           Chicken and
           Potato Salads

Merry Christmas! 
Follow us on Facebook

Lee’s Restaurant
Merry Christmas!!

We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

RYAN KENT
REGIONAL PRESIDENT

NMLS 790709
RYAN@PRICEMORTGAGEGROUP.COM

PHONE  l 804 724 3345

An afternoon 
well spent

Sunshine, fellowship, 
oysters and classic rock 
and country hits made 
for a successful Oysters 
and Oldies event. 
The ninth annual 
Christmas Oyster 
Roast sponsored by St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church was held 
December 5 at historic 
Roanoke Farm in 
Heathsville. From left 
above, Robert Reamy 
and Mason Brent keep 
an eye on the oysters. 
Meanwhile, Johna 
Jones enjoys a cup of 

shucks another oyster. 
Photos by Robert Mason Jr.

IRVINGTON—Dis t r i c t 
Rotary Club Foundation 
chairman Juanita Cawley on 
December 2 addressed the 
Kilmarnock Irvington White 
Stone Rotary Club.

She spoke on Rotary efforts 
to eradicate polio worldwide, 
reported Peter Kane.

Cawley noted Rotary brings 
together a global network of 
volunteer leaders dedicated 
to tackling the world’s most 
pressing humanitarian chal-
lenges. Rotary connects 1.2 
million members of more than 
34,000 Rotary clubs in over 
200 countries and geographi-
cal areas.

Their work improves lives at 
both the local and international 
levels, from helping families in 
need in their own communities 
to working toward a polio-free 
world, she said.

Rotary has identified spe-
cific causes to target to maxi-
mize impact. At the same 
time, Rotary understands 
that each community has its 
own needs and concerns, she 
said. Through its network of 
resources and partners, Rotary 
helps clubs focus their service 
efforts in promoting peace, 
fighting disease, providing 
clean water, saving mothers 
and children, supporting edu-
cation and growing local econ-
omies.

Polio is on track to become 
the second human disease 
ever to be eliminated from the 
world (smallpox is the first). 
To date, Rotary has helped 194 
countries stop the transmis-
sion of polio through the mass 
immunization of children. 

Speaker focuses on polio eradication efforts

Juanita Cawley

Rotary’s new funding commit-
ment, announced in advance 
of the October 24 observance 
of World Polio Day 2015, tar-
gets countries where children 
remain at risk of contracting 
this incurable, but vaccine-pre-
ventable, disease.

To date, Rotary has contrib-
uted more than $1.5 billion to 
fight polio. Through 2018, the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foun-
dation will match two-to-one 
every dollar Rotary commits 
to polio eradication (up to 
$35 million a year). Currently, 
there have been only 51 cases 
of polio reported in the world 
in 2015, down from about 
350,000 a year when the initia-
tive launched in 1988, Cawley 
said.
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