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 Dozens of athletes were honored last Tuesday night at Lancaster High 
School’s fall sports awards ceremony. 

Both junior varsity and varsity athletes for football, field hockey, cheer, 
cross country, golf and volleyball received certificates, letters or bars, depend-
ing on their years of play. Varsity teams also presented two trophies to standout 
performers. The awards were chosen by each team’s coaching staff. 

Senior setter Skylar Dixon received the most valuable player (MVP) trophy 
for varsity volleyball while freshman McKenzie Hathaway was named the 
rookie of the year. 

Group 1A state medalist senior Alex Nelson was named the MVP of the golf 
team and the coach’s award was presented to freshman Roman Cutler.

For boys cross country, senior state qualifier Patrick Kelley was the team 
MVP and senior Zak Benton was most improved. Juniors Mary Frere and Vile-
sha Waller shared co-MVP honors on the girls team. Both Frere and Waller 
were named to the Group 1A all-state team as top 15 finishers in the state meet. 

Senior cheerleaders Aloni Scott and Shirmeya Butler received the coach’s 
trophies for fall cheer. 

Senior Trevon Henderson received the Red Devil Award from football 
coaches, while junior quarterback James Coleman was named the offensive 
player of the year. Both Henderson and Coleman received all-conference 
honors last week. 

A year-long anniversary cel-
ebrating Little League in Lancaster 
County concluded November 14 
with a Celebrity Athlete Gala in 
Kilmarnock. 

The gala was the debut event at 
the new Rivah Auction House & 
Events Center and was held to ben-
efit Dream Fields and the operation 
of the ballpark. 

Some seven events were held since 
opening day in April to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of Lancaster 
County Little League. 

“Of course, we would have liked 
to have even more people attend, but 
the gala was a success,” said event 
coordinator Kathy Pittman. “I’ve 
had about eight people contact me 
to tell me what a great event it was. 
We hope this will be the first and the 
gala will become an annual event.”

The evening included a live auc-
tion of autographed baseballs, trad-
ing cards, photos and other Major 
League Baseball memorabilia by 
emcee Nikki-Dee Ray, WTVR Chan-
nel 6 meteorologist. The 10 honored 
guests included seven former MLB 
players, Keith Atherton, Billy Bray, 
Jim Coates, Doug Creek, Chuck 
Goggin, Wayne Gomes and Johnny 
Grubb, along with two recent MLB 
draftees Luke Lowery and Jake 
Lowery and their father, Tim Lowery. 

Tim Lowery is a graduate of Lan-
caster High School and a decorated 
high school baseball coach, coach-
ing nine players drafted by MLB. 
He was the keynote speaker, deliver-
ing a speech about Small Town, Big 
Dreams. 

“It was wonderful having nine pro-

fessional athletes in the same place 
at one time; not sure that has ever 
happened in this county before,” 
said Pittman. 

The gala was catered by Gail 
Warwick, with oysters provided by 
Kellum Seafood. It was sponsored 
by WTVR Channel 6, Chesapeake 
Boat Basin, Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club, Crowther Heating & 
Air Conditioning, Reynolds Garage 
Inc. and Benchmark Appraisal Ser-
vices Inc. 

A Reggie Jackson autographed 
baseball brought the highest auction 
bid. 

Over the past year, Dream Fields 
has hosted a fund drive, birthday 
bash, lunch and a movie for chil-
dren, a cut-athon, a picnic in the 
park with music, its annual Spanish 
mackerel fishing tournament and 
the gala, all to benefit the operation 
and upgrades of the baseball park. 

Money from the fund drive and 
the fishing tournament was contrib-
uted to the Dream Fields Endow-
ment Fund, which was formed in 
2014. The component fund of River 
Counties Community Foundation 
will provide a permanent and pre-
dictable source of funding to sup-
plement other fundraising efforts, 
according to Pittman. 

“Now that we have a community 
endowment fund, our plan is to try 
and contribute to that,” she said. 
“Our goal is to build up the fund 
to ensure the longevity of the ball-
park.”

Contributions to the Dream Fields 
Endowment Fund can be made to 
River Counties Community Founda-
tion, P.O. Box 222, Kilmarnock VA 
22482; or call 438-9414.

Celebrity gala concludes Lancaster County
Little League 50th anniversary celebration

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Region 1A East playoffs
Essex 37, Luray 18
Riverheads 41, Altavista 0 
Central Lunenburg 49, Franklin 42 
Region 1A West playoffs 
George Wythe 56, Bland 12 
J.I. Burton 28, Rural Retreat 6 
Galax 28, Hurley 12
Radford 38, Honaker 3

November 27:
Region 1A East playoffs
#7 Lunenburg at #2 Riverheads, 7 p.m. 
November 28:
Region 1A East playoffs 
#4 Sussex Central at #1 Essex, 2 p.m.  
Region 1A West playoffs
#4 Radford at #1 George Wythe, 2 p.m.
#3 Galax at #2 J.I. Burton, 2 p.m.

SCOREBOARD

LHS fall sports
standouts honored

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Golf champion honored

Photo by Audrey 
Thomasson

The Northern Neck Audubon Soci-
ety will conduct a bird walk at 9 a.m. 
November 28 at Menokin Plantation, 
4037 Menokin Road, Warsaw, on Cat 
Point Creek and the Rappahannock 
River. 

The walk will be conducted by Frank 
Schaff. Call Schaff at 462-0084 so a 
return call may be made if the walk is 
cancelled.  

Dr. Ronald Flora, Ph.D., will con-
duct clinical hypnosis sessions Monday, 
November 30, at Magnolia Manor, The 
Orchard, 62 Delfae Drive, Warsaw.

A weight loss session will begin at 6 
p.m. followed by a stop smoking session 
at 7:30 p.m. The fee is $115 per session.

Bill Goss of White Stone contin-
ued his winning streak last week in 
the Rappahannock Record Football 
Contest. Goss was the only contestant 
to miss just two games in the final 
contest of the season; he has been the 
winner for three weeks in a row.

Last week’s lineup included several 
upsets and other match ups hard to 
predict. Four contestants missed three 
games, but most missed many more.

Thanks to all contestants for par-
ticipating this year, and thanks to our 
2015 contest sponsors.

Mt. Olive Baptist Church Men’s 
Ministry will host a football night at 7 
p.m. December 7 at the church, 6749 
Jesse duPont Memorial Highway, 
Wicomico Church.

The game will feature the Red-
skins versus the Cowboys. Everyone 
is invited to wear favorite team attire. 

Mahjong lessons will be offered by 
the Woman’s Club of White Stone during 
January at the WCWS Clubhouse, 560 
Chesapeake Drive, White Stone.

Call Glenda Decker at 435-1498 or 
Ronnie Gerster 435-3870 to register for 
upcoming classes.

The Middle Peninsula Mayhem 
12U girls travel softball team will 
hold open tryouts for the 2016 season 
at 2 p.m. November 29 at the Middle-
sex County Sports Complex, Locust 
Hill. 

All girls ages 10-12 are urged to 
tryout. Those who are age 12 must still 
be age 12 on January 1, 2016. Contact 
Chucky Oliver, 695-4718.

Bon Secours Rappahannock Gen-
eral Hospital will host a Stroke Sup-
port Group meeting from 11 a.m. 
to 12:15 p.m. December 10 in the 
BSRGH Training Center, 101 Harris 
Road, Kilmarnock. 

The free event is open to the public. 
Complimentary lunch is included. 
Pre-registration is requested; call 
435-8427. 

SPORTS
SHORTS

Registration for the 2016 Northum-
berland County Little League season 
is under way at northumberlandlittle-
league.com. Those who register prior 
to December 31 will receive a $10 
discount per child. 

Registration also will be held from 
1 to 4 p.m. February 7 and 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. February 13 at Northumber-
land Elementary School.

Five tables of bridge were in play November 12 at the Woman’s Club of 
White Stone.

Winners north/south were first, Ilva Doggett and Steve Lowe; and second, 
Virginia Adair and Betty Fay Lewis.

Winners east/west were first, Shirley Pleasants and Alison Holman; and 
second, Ronnie Gerster and Cynthia Birdsall.

BRIDGE RESULTS
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Call 804-435-1701 Ext 13

Corrections High Low Height
Piankatank River, Cherry Pt. -1:42 -1:44 86%
Great Wicomico River Light 0:30 0:20 75%
Smith Point Light 1:01 0:44 86%

PM times are in boldface type

 

Fri. 11/27

Sat. 11/28

Sun. 11/29

Mon. 11/30

Tue. 12/1

Wed. 12/2

Thu. 12/3

Fri. 12/4  

Sunrise 6:57
Sunset 4:48
Moonset 8:24
Moonrise 6:50

Sunrise 6:58
Sunset 4:48
Moonset 9:20
Moonrise 7:49

Sunrise 6:59
Sunset 4:48
Moonset 10:09
Moonrise 8:47

Sunrise 7:00
Sunset 4:47
Moonset 10:52
Moonrise 9:46

Sunrise 7:01
Sunset 4:47
Moonset 11:30
Moonrise 10:43

Sunrise 7:02
Sunset 4:47
Moonset 12:04
Moonrise 11:40

Sunrise 7:03
Sunset 4:47
Moonset 12:36

Sunrise 7:04
Sunset 4:47
Moonrise 12:35
Moonset 1:07

High 2:36 1.1’
Low 8:58 0.2’
High 2:58 1.2’
Low 9:43 0.2’

High 3:30 1.1’
Low 9:54 0.2’
High 3:51 1.1’
Low 10:33 0.2’

High 4:26 1.1’
Low 10:52 0.3’
High 4:45 1.1’
Low 11:24 0.2’

High 5:22 1.1’
Low 11:52 0.4’
High 5:39 1.0’

Low 5:37 -0.3’
High 11:42 1.6’
Low 6:27 -0.2’

High 12:06 1.3’
Low 6:26 -0.2’
High 12:31 1.5’
Low 7:15 -0.1’

High 12:55 1.2’
Low 7:15 0.1’
High 1:19 1.4’
Low 8:04 0.0’

High 1:45 1.2’
Low 8:06 0.0’
High 2:08 1.3’
Low 8:53 0.1’

98% Moon

95% Moon

89% Moon

82% Moon

73% Moon

64% Moon

54% Moon

45% Moon

Weekly Tides
Windmill Point – Sunrise & Moon – November, 2015

Calling all anglers

Lady anglers slay stripers

The Yankee Point Racing 
and Cruising Club at its gen-
eral meeting November 14 
elected new officers for 2016.

The officers are commo-
dore John Henley, vice com-
modore George Bott, rear 
commodore Eddy Whichard, 
fleet captain Anker Madsen, 
treasurer Rita Theisen, secre-
tary Sara Ford, past commo-
dore Warren Hottle and trust-
ees Tom Dade, Ethel Gibbs 
and Warren Ryan.

A ham luncheon was held 
afterwards in the clubhouse 
on Oak Hill Road, Lancaster, 
reported publicist Melise 
Graham.

Racing awards were dis-
tributed with the Racer of 
the Year Award going to Don 
and Suzanne Sheu, winners 
of this year’s Rappahannock 
Cup. Special recognition 
went to Bott, receiving the 
Commodore’s Cup for his 

U.S. Coast Guard Flotilla 33 is concerned 
about the sale and availability of unapproved 
recreational and commercial vessel navigation 
lights.

Purchasers of such lighting should be aware 
replacement lighting may be improper for its 
application due to the failure by manufactur-
ers to meet technical certification require-
ments, reported Flotilla 33 spokesman Brian 
McArdle. 

Technical advances in marine lighting, such 
as the use of Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs), 
rope lighting, underwater lighting and other 
various types of decorative lighting, may vio-
late navigation light provisions of the Nautical 
Rules of the Road, said McArdle.

The requirements for all navigation lights 
aboard vessels are prescribed in Rules 20, 21, 
22 and Annex I of the “Rules of the Road,” the 
Convention on the International Regulations 
for Preventing Collisions at Sea (72 COL-
REGS) or the Inland Navigation Rules (33 
CFR Subchapter E), he said.

Some manufacturers are producing and dis-
tributing navigation lights that do not meet 
the certification requirements, said McArdle. 
These lights are typically less expensive, 
making them a tempting choice for unin-

formed consumers.
Use of lights that do not provide the proper 

chromaticity, luminous intensity, or cut-off 
angles could result in the issuance of a notice 
of violation or potentially cause an accident, 
he said.

Recreational boaters should ensure each 
purchased navigation light contains the fol-
lowing information on the light or its pack-
aging: USCG Approval 33 CFR 183.810, 
MEETS ABYC A-16 or equivalent, TESTED 
BY (an approved laboratory), name of the 
light manufacturer, number of model, visibil-
ity of the light in nautical miles, date on which 
the light was type-tested, and identification 
and specification of the bulb used in the com-
pliance test.

Boaters also should be concerned about 
installing “decorative” lighting on their boats 
in various places, including underwater, on 
the rubrail, or just above the waterline, said 
McArdle. 

“The Coast Guard strongly recommends that 
boaters avoid purchase and installation of any 
light that does not present the required certifi-
cation data, and retailers advise their custom-
ers to purchase certified navigation lights,” 
said Flotilla 33 commander Wally Jachimski.

Yankee Point sailors elect officers

untiring work as co-chairman 
of the Turkey Shoot, head 
of the nominating commit-
tee, numerous other appoint-
ments, and for “going above 
and beyond the call of duty” 
said Warren Hottle, out-going 
commodore.

Henley presented the yacht 

club burgee to Ethel Gibbs 
in special recognition for her 
dedication to the club.

Madsen gave a recap of the 
racing season and cruises in 
which members of the club 
participated. Officers gave 
their reports on the state of 
the club.

Flotilla 33 advises boaters
to avoid unapproved lighting

Five tables of bridge were in 
play November 19 at the Wom-
an’s Club of White Stone.

Winners north/south were first, 
Ilva Doggett and Steve Lowe; and 
second, Shirley Churchill and 
Elaine Weekley.

Winners east/west were 
first, Jane Bunnell and Malena 
McGrath; and second, Babs 
Murphy and Dianne Monroe.

The next bridge for this group 
is 1 p.m. Tuesday, December 8.

The Northern Neck Audubon 
Society recently announced 
plans to hold a chapter Christ-
mas party, book swap and 
raffle at 2 p.m. December 7 
at the Lancaster Community 
Library, 235 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

The event is open to all 
members of the Northern Neck 
Audubon Chapter and non-
members, reported Bonnie 
Wilson.

Instead of a speaker on one 
topic, which is the usual format 
of the Audubon meetings, 
members and friends will share 
brief reviews of their favorite 
books about birds, said Wilson. 
The books may be fiction or 
non fiction. Guides, periodi-
cals, videos or CD reviews also 
are welcome. 

Attendees are uged to clean 
out their book shelves of bird-
ing-related books and maga-
zines that they no longer need, 
so they can swap them for those 
brought by others, she said.

“If you have started your 
Christmas baking, consider 
bringing something to share 
for the  refreshment table,” said 
Wilson.

There will be a raffle for 
birding-related items, she 
added.

All Audubon meetings and 
programs are free and open to 
the public.

Pickleball players from as far 
as Arlington, Henrico, Mechan-
icsville, Manassas, Warsaw, 
Goochland and Dowell, Md., 
recently participated in the sixth 
annual Pickleball Tournament 
at the Northern Neck Family 
YMCA in Kilmarnock.

Some 41 teams competed in 
the tournament November 13 
and 14 that “may have been the 
site of a Guinness Book world 
record,” said player Mickey Ken-
drick. “If not a world record, 
it certainly was the location of 
a show of stamina not easily 
matched by many players, no 
matter how young they are.” 

Johnny Morrison, 69, of 
Amelia competed in 6 catego-
ries, ranging in age from under 
60, 60 to 69, and 70 and over.  
He played with five different 
partners ranging in age from 19 
to 80. The results of his perfor-
mance, along with those of his 
partners, produced three gold 
and two silver medals. 

“Morrison’s trade mark ‘squat’ 
to defend an opponent’s smash or 
throwing his body parallel to the 
floor to reach a ‘dink’ (short shot) 
or wide shot are athletic efforts 
that belie his age,” said Kend-
rick. “In accomplishing his feat, 
which may never happen again, 
Morrison played a total of 20 
matches, consisting of 37 games 
over the course of two days.

Prior to pickleball, Johnny was 
a dedicated golfer, walking five 
to six rounds a week, scoring two 
hole-in-ones, and often playing 
in the 70s.  

In the spring of 2009, his pas-
sion with golf all but stopped 
when he discovered pickleball. 

Morrison has played in about 
60 tournaments and has almost 
90 medals, ribbons and trophies 
to show for it. Back in Septem-
ber, Morrison and Beth Kend-
rick of White Stone participated 
in the Senior Nationals, Mixed 
Doubles Tournament held in 
Minneapolis. The team of Mor-
rison and B. Kendrick finished 
8th out of 36 teams from across 
the U.S.  

“Pickleball tournaments in 
Kilmarnock are a great way to 
attract out-of-towners and help 
our local economy,” said tourna-
ment director John Raymond.

“Due to the interest of our 
many volunteers and the tre-
mendous support provided by 
the ‘Y,’ we were able to conduct 
an outstanding tournament, one 
that will grow in reputation and 
attract even more players in the 
future,” he added.

Pickleball is the fastest grow-
ing sport in the U.S.  According 
to the USA-Pickleball Associa-
tion (USAPA), there are 2,838 
places to play in the U.S., and of 

Morrison holds court at Pickleball Tournament

that number, 743 were added in 
2014.   

Pickleball is offered for all 
levels of play at the Northern 
Neck Family YMCA from 9 a.m. 
to noon Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays and 6 to 
9 p.m. Thursdays.  

“One of the most important 

aspects of this game is the will-
ingness of skilled players to help 
new players learn the game,” said 
Kendrick. “All skill levels from 
beginner to accomplished play-
ers are invited to come for fun, 
and Morrison pointed out, ‘meet 
new people and develop lasting 
friendships.’ “

BRIDGE 
RESULTS

Audubon 
chapter plans 
Christmas
party and 
book swap
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Celebrating 20 Years of 
Broadcasting Excellence together

Northern Neck High School Basketball

Wishing you a Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving!

Mower  Winter Ser vice Special:Mower  Winter Ser vice Special:   
F  R E EF R E EF R E E  Pickup & Deliver y Pickup & Deliver y 11    

Call by Call by Thursday DEC 10Thursday DEC 10  To Book Your Appt 
And Qualify For FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY   

10072 Gen Puller Hwy - Hartfield  
 804-776-6600 or 800-408-2426 

CLEARANCE FINANCING *CLEARANCE FINANCING * 
On ALL In-Stock New 

Massey Ferguson Massey Ferguson Mowers ** 

Avoid Spring Surprise-DEADLINE TO CALL IS DEC 10DEADLINE TO CALL IS DEC 10thth 
CHANGECHANGE Engine Oil ~ CHANGECHANGE Air/Fuel/Oil Filters 

CHANGECHANGE Spark Plugs ~ TESTTEST Battery 
CHECKCHECK Mower Deck Level ~ CHECKCHECK Belts & Blades 
CHECKCHECK Tire Pressure ~ CHECKCHECK Hydraulic Filter 

CALL NOW & CALL NOW & SAVE!SAVE!  

Serving Tidewater Since 1954Serving Tidewater Since 1954  

On November 17, students, faculty and staff 
of Rappahannock Community College were 
invited to walk or run in Turkey Trots on both 
campuses.

Prizes for first and second place included 
Food Lion turkeys and gift certificates from 
Anna’s Italian Pizza in Warsaw, China Inn of 
Warsaw and Anna’s Pizza and Italian Restau-
rant in Saluda, reported public information 
officer Tom Martin.

Those coming in first and second in the 
Glenns Campus student division were Lamar 
Saunders and Christopher Wisely, both of 

Gloucester County. Workforce coordina-
tor David Valadez came in first in the faculty 
and staff division, and biology instructor Lisa 
Tuckey placed second.

At the Warsaw Campus, students Kion-
dre Owens of Lancaster and Billie Gould of 
Colonial Beach placed first and second. Rep-
resenting the Warsaw faculty and staff, fitness 
instructor Langley Lewis placed first, and 
counselor Joe Coleman second. 

The event was sponsored by RCC’s Support 
Staff Association, its Faculty Senate, and its 
Student Development Office. 

Brigitte Drake of Kilmar-
nock has been named to the 
2014-15 Virginia Peninsula 
USBC, Inc. Adult Female 
Super Senior All-Star Team. 
She was recognized Novem-
ber 7 at an awards ceremony at 
Fort Monroe in Hampton. 

With a 180 average, she was 
named to the team as one of 
the top five female bowlers in 
an association of over 3,700-
plus USBC members. The 
adult female super senior all-
star team includes five senior 
female bowlers with high aver-
ages ranging from 169.10 to 
180. Drake’s average of 180 
was the highest on the team. 

The awards ceremony also 
included naming of the youth 
male, youth female, senior 
male, senior female, male, 
female and super senior male 
all-star teams, along with the 
bowlers of the year and hall of 
fame inductees. 

For the week of November 16, D&L Doc n Divas won 2 games 
from Express Auto. Terry Stillman bowled 104 and 103 with a 
308 set. Beverley Benson posted 114 and 104 with a 317 set. Dar-
lene Griffith rolled a 106 game. Debbie Dobson had a 107 game.

Express Auto earned high team set of 460. Vicki White 
rolled 100 and 111 with a 306 set. Cindy Mallow bowled a 139 
game. Sandra Evans posted 114 and 110 with a 321 set.

 Yeatman’s Forklift won 2 games from Ace Hardware. Mary 
York rolled 110 and 108 with a 313 set. Alma George bowled 
120 and 102 with a 320 set. Val Crosbie posted 103 and 139 with 
a 339 set. Joan Bowles rolled a 111 game. Yeatman’s had the 
highest pin fall of 1,270.

Ace Hardware’s Mary Newton rolled a 107 game. Shona 
Pacheco bowled a 124 game. Cathy Hoskins bowled a 127 game. 
Kara Everett posted a 143 and 107 with a 340 high set for the 
week.

R.P. Waller won 2 games from Animal Welfare League. Ola 
Rae Nash bowled 106 and 120 with a 313 set. Ann Newsome 
rolled a 102 game. Marsha Nash posted 107 and 143 with a 337 
set.

Animal Welfare League’s Betty Evans posted 114 and 112 
with a 313 set. Kathy Taylor rolled 103 and 107 with a 310 set.

Highest game was tied by Kara Everett and Marsha Nash of 
143.

Golden Eagle Golf Club play 
day results for November 18 
were first, Jerry Foley; second, 
Andy Sharpe; and third, Allen 
Robins. Winners for Novem-
ber 20 were first (tie) Dave 
Gutowski and Randy Mead-
ows; and third, Rob Grace.

Indian Creek Yacht and 
Country Club seventh annual 
Butterball Betterball  low gross 
champions were Jim Geor-
giadis and Harold Guy, who 
carded a better ball score of 76.  
Low gross champions were 
Lynn Jones and Kathy Rhodes, 
who defeated Gerry Stephen-
son and Sharon Rowe in a play-
off, after both teams carded a 
low net score of 62.

King Carter Golf Club men’s 
play day winners for November 
16 were first, (tie) Ned Crockett 
and Dick Cook; third, Wayne 
Graves. Winners for November 
18 were first, (tie) Klaus Schas-
chek, Tony Sica, John Howard 
and Dave Crowther. Winners 
for November 20 were first, 
Bruce Adams; second, Sica; 
and third, Crowther.

The Quinton Oaks Senior 
Men’s League first flight win-
ners for November 17 were 
first, Dale Henderson; and 
second, (tie) Will Snyder, 
Stan Rembisz and Don Short. 
Second flight winners were 
first, Norman Hammer; second, 
John Goddard; and third, (tie) 
Frank Gingiloski and Mike 
Dennett.

RCC campuses conduct Turkey Trots

www.regentpointmarina.com
Marina 804-758-4457     Boatyard 804-758-4747

Climate Controlled Repair Shop  
Full Service ABYC Boatyard 

Free Winter 
Storage!

from 11/15/15 to 4/15/16 
when you order a 

Call for more details!

bottom painting job
at the time of your

winter haul out

BOWLING RESULTS

Drake named 
Super Senior 
All-Star bowler

CLUB GOLF

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Jessica ext.  15

Broadcasters Carroll Lee Ashburn and Demetrius Means 
recently announced the 101.7 Bay FM Northern Neck high 
school basketball schedule. The 2015-16 season marks the 20th 
year the duo has been broadcasting courtside.

Unless otherwise noted, pre-game coverage will begin at 6:30 
p.m. and tip-off at 7 p.m.

The schedule includes:
December 3, Mathews at Lancaster boys.
December 11, Lancaster boys at Christchurch tournament, 

time to be announced.
December 12, Lancaster boys at Christchurch tournament, 

time to be announced.
December 17, Middlesex at Lancaster boys.
January 5, Northumberland at Rappahannock High boys.
January 14, Colonial Beach at Northumberland girls.
January 19, Lancaster at Northumberland girls.
January 22, Essex at Lancaster boys.
February 2 (or 3) Lancaster at Northumberland boys.
February 11, Essex at Lancaster girls.
Postseason tournaments to be announced.

The Northumberland 
County Little League seeks 
umpires for the 2016 season. 
Those who are patient, under-
standing and willing to explain 
certain rules and procedures to 
the players, are urged to call 
David Haislip, 761-7776.

SPORTS 
SHORTS

Basketball broadcast
schedule announced

Reach thousands!
435-1701

rrecord.com

The 16th annual Irvington Turkey Trot & Animal Food Drive 
will be held Thanksgiving Day, November 26, starting from the 
Irvington Commons, King Carter Drive, Irvington. The event 
will include a 2-mile fun run/walk at 9 a.m., a 5-mile run at 10 
a.m. and a 100-yard Tot Trot at 11 a.m.

Pre-race packet pick up is available from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 25, at Irvington Baptist Church, 53 King 
Carter Drive, Irvington, for those who are pre-registered, said 
race director Michelle Lybarger.

Race day registration and packet pick up opens at 8 a.m at the 
church and closes at 8:45 a.m., said Lybarger.

Entry fees for the event are $25. There is a $5 fee to participate 
in the 2-mile and 5-mile races. There is no charge for children to 
participate in the Tot Trot.

“To ad to the spirit of Thanksgiving, we are asking participants 
to bring contributions of dog or cat food to distribute to local 
animal shelters,” said Lybarger. Bags of dry food are preferred, 
but all contributions are appreciated.”

Refreshments will be available to all participants on the Com-
mons after the race. 

An awards ceremony will being at approximately 11:30 a.m.

Irvington Turkey Trot
pre-race packet pick
up slated November 25

RRecord.com
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Running to honor 50th anniversary

Lancaster Middle School 
recently announced its high-
est honors, all A’s honor roll, 
for the first quarter of the 
2015-16 academic session.

Fourth-graders on the honor 
roll are  Emily Carlson, Alex-
ander Posey, Creston Saun-
ders, Adele Schneider, Ewan 
Scott and Christian Thomas.

Fifth-graders on the honor 
roll are Emma Bavuso, DeJa 
Brown, Sandy Castro, Aniyah 
Dameron, Madison Davis, 
Destiny Farrell, Nathan For-
rester, Victoria Ray Geier, 
Ethan Kane, Jonathan Lee, 
Nevaeh Logan, Robert Oliver, 

Eli Pittman, Ella Posey, Jame-
son Scott, DeRonye Sutton 
and David Zeiler.

Sixth-graders on the honor 
roll are Chyra Boyd, Jaylyn 
Carter, Kelsey Chance, 
Jayden Chapman, Eric Dar-
rall, Carissa Davis, Kaylee 
Donovan, Kylie Ewell, 
Brookelynn Farrell, Paige 
Forrester, Joseph Kellum, 
Emily McDonough, William 
McGee, Ainsley Mumford, 
Darrell Noel and Zykea Noel.

Also, Zackery Rhodes, 
Shelby Rose, Amani Roy, 
Olivia Saunders, Kayleigh 
Self, Porschea Skillings, 

Hailey Smith, Kiyah Smith, 
James Sutton, Rachel Taft, 
Cassidy Thomas, Morgan 
VerMeer, Amaya Warner and 
Elizabeth Woolard.

Seventh-graders on the 
honor roll are Andrew Apple, 
Chloe Fridley, Madison 
Giese, McKenna Jones, Mar-
shall Lee, Grace Oren, Kayla 
Oren, Sarah Pollard, Karson 
Roop, Daniel Smith, Amanda 
Steensma and Katherine 
Thomas.

Eighth-grader Carlos 
Norris also was named to the 
highest honors all-A’s honor 
roll.

Northumberland Elementary School 
recently announced its “A” honor roll for the 
first nine weeks of the 2015-15 academic ses-
sion.

Second-graders on the honor roll are Reagan 
Brent, Rivah Carter, Kierra Coleman, Abiram 
Contreras, Robert Currence, Gracey Dam-
eron, Meghan Downing Morgan Dunn, Tre 
Felton, Mary Clare Hodges, Madison Jones, 
Amiya Lee, Kalin Lee, Cameron Minor, 
Carter Mitchell, Zoe Paone, Ann Rice, Savion 
Taylor, Jayla Wilson and J. P. Withers.

Third-graders on the honor roll are Nami-
yah Andrews, Tre Booth, Chloe Brann, James 

Giles, Reagan Harding, Rachel Headley, 
Olivia Newsome, Seriyah Nickens, Joseph 
Rockson, Anne Shackleford and Ava Wilson.

Fourth-graders on the honor roll are Harmyni 
Ball, Trystian Burton, Kyle Dobyns, Dezmin 
Palmer, Bevan Ransone, Joseph Scripture, 
Ethan Viers, Tucker Webb and Nash Withers.

Fifth-graders on the honor roll are Samuel 
Baker, Sadie Blake, Paris Chinn, Michael 
Hayden, Sydney Hayes, Abigail Jennings, 
Hannah Jett, Courtney Kline, Corrie Minor, 
Bradi O’Bier, Judah Perez, Camdin Sisk, 
Karla Smith, Sean Taylor, Trevor Vanlanding-
ham and Harrison Williams.

Northumberland High School recently 
announced its principal’s honor roll (straight 
A’s) for the first quarter of the 2015-16 aca-
demic session.

Seniors on the honor roll are Allison Burgess, 
Allison Chism, Miranda Clark, Daniel Deitz, 
Zachary Hamilton, Stephen Parker, Kenneth 
Rioland III, Macy Swift and Micaela Wilson. 

Juniors on the honor roll are Macey Augst, 
Mya Bundy, Mary Katherine Ellis, Samantha 
Fisher, Kayla Harding, David Henning, Jillian 
Jett and Alexis Newsome.

Sophomores on the honor roll are Hannah 
Allison, Khadijah Bea, Savannah Blake, Nyajah 
Carter, David Christian, Kyndal Dawson, Rain 
Eguiguren, Haley Eubank, John Hancock, David 

Haynie, Abby Kiss, Hannah Mitchell, Haley 
Newsome, Zoe Nonnemacker, Chase Reynolds, 
Austin Robinson, Lucas Smith, Hannah Stout, 
Lauren Suchan, Lizzie Swann, Zachary Swift 
and Morgan Wilson.

Freshmen on the honor roll are Nicholas 
Basye, Cole Basye, Christopher Bradford, Erin 
Burgess, Anajah Carter, Brandon Chism, Madi-
son Clarke, Tawaron Cockrell,  Blake Edwards, 
Shane Farmer, Latney Hodges, Rachel Jackson, 
Elijah McLean, Emily McYoung, Annie New-
some, Triston O’Bier, Nathan Parker, Lotoya 
Patrick, Abbagale Perez, Anna Pitts, Bowe 
Rogers, Zoie Sadler, Brantley Swift, DeJour 
Taylor, Kimberly Taylor, Jerry Turner III and 
Tahi Wiggins.

Chesapeake Academy on December 9 will present “The Magic of 
Hans Christian Andersen” as part of the Seth Ware Ahlborn Perform-
ing Arts and Lecture Series for ages 3 through grade three. 

Applause Unlimited celebrates the 20th century’s greatest story-
teller—Hans Christian Andersen—with this new adaptation of their 
award-winning show, reported development assistant Beth Clark.

Sometimes serious and heartwarming, sometimes downright silly, 
but always fun, the show features story telling and song as well as 
over 20 hand puppets, rod puppets, and marionettes in three of Ander-
sen’s best loved tales: “The Ugly Duckling,” “Thumbelina,” and “The 
Emperor’s New Clothes.”

The program will begin at 9:30 a.m. at Chesapeake Academy, 107 
Steamboat Road, Irvington.

For reservations, contact Hilary Scott at 438-5575, or hscott@
chesapeakeacademy.org.

The Rappahannock Art 
League will offer a Paint Like 
the Masters: Georgia O’Keeffe 
workshop Monday, November 
30, at the Studio Gallery, 19 
North Main Street, Kilmarnock.

Instructor Marilyn Sprouse 
will guide participants through 
creating a flower like Georgia 
O’Keeffe’s. The fee is $30 with 
supplies and snacks provided. 
Bring a beverage of choice. To 
register, call 436-9309, or visit 
the gallery.

In conjunction with Child 
Evangelism Fellowship and 
local church members, a Christ-
mas party will be held with 
songs, the Christmas story, a 
craft, games and snacks from 
3:15 to 4:30 p.m. December 14 
at Lancaster Primary School.

 Invitations will be distrib-
uted Monday, November 30, to 
second- and third-graders. The 
invitations must be signed and 
returned to the teacher the next 
day. Parents will pick up their 
children at party’s end, and are 
welcome to attend. The pro-
gram is free of charge and each 
child will take home a gift.

Four Rappahannock Commu-
nity College students attended the 
recent Graduate Education Day 
event at  Virginia Commonwealth 
University in Richmond.

Glenns Campus academic dean 
Martha Brooks accompanied 
Justin Todd of Mathews County, 
Davina Peters and Jerry Peters, 
both of Middlesex County, and 
Matt Webb of Richmond County. 
The students were recommended 
by faculty and administrators as 
being both interested in and likely 
to attend graduate programs in 
the future, reported public infor-
mation officer Tom Martin.

Hosted by the Virginia Council 
of Graduate Schools, the event 
was an interactive and informa-

Each year Lions Clubs 
around the world sponsor the 
Lions International Peace 
Poster contest in schools and 
youth organizations, encourag-
ing young people worldwide to 
express their visions of peace.

The clubs accept and judge 
the local entries before they 
are sent to regional, state and 
the international competition, 
reported Lion Jim Ward. Prizes 
will be awarded to the best 
entries at each level.

 This year, the theme is “Shar-
ing Peace,” said Ward. 

 The Lancaster County Lions 
Club is an active participant in 
the contest, he said. The club 
provided a $500 donation to the 
Lancaster Middle School art 
class to purchase upgraded art 
supplies for students entering 
the Peace Poster contest. 

 Additionally, first vice presi-
dent Lion Eileen Tullner, an 
artist, has been assisting art 
teacher Marilyn Sprouse as she 
takes candidates through the 
process of developing a poster 
that defines “Sharing Peace.”

“Ms. Sprouse is a gifted art 
teacher,” said Tullner.

Chesapeake Academy students recently compared lunar rocks and 
meteorites to terrestrial rocks in their classroom.

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) pro-
vided the Chesapeake Academy science program access to lunar sam-
ples and supportive materials, said head of school Deborah Cook. The 
presentation showed the landing sites and where the lunar rocks were 
collected, along with instructions on how to compare the samples.

Students were “astounded to discover that the moon has magma 
under the surface just like our Earth. The rocks actually have very 
similar chemical composition and minerals, yet there are differences 
that the students have enjoyed exploring,” said science teacher Robin 
Blake.

LMS names students
on highest honors roll

NHS announces principal’s honors

NES posts ‘A’ honors

SCHOOL 
REPORTS

PALS program
slated for Dec. 9Students create Peace Posters

She does not just tell the 
students to ‘draw a poster,’ she 
carefully takes them through 
freewheeling sessions to define 
and encourage creativity. Next, 
she gives each of the students a 
10-question quiz on peace. 

When asked “List two words 
that define peace” almost all 

the students first replied  love, 
followed by a variety of other 
words including caring, kind-
ness, sharing and happiness.

Students are now working 
on their individual entries, cre-
ating posters to define what 
“Sharing Peace” means to 
them, said Ward.

College students attend Graduate Education Day
tive program that allowed second-
year students of community and 
other colleges to learn about the 
many possible institutions and 
programs where they might later 
earn graduate degrees.

In addition, they had the oppor-
tunity to meet current graduate 
students and faculty who were 
involved with a variety of degree 
programs and institutions, and 
to acquire information that, it is 
hoped, will spark interest in pur-
suing a graduate degree. 

One of the event’s goals was 
to encourage groups that have up 
until now been under-represented 
in these programs to consider 
graduate education leading to an 
academic career in Virginia.

Students study moon rocks at Chesapeake
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JEWELRY 
FACTS

BY ROSS CHRISTIANSEN
 How do you know it’s real gold? Always 
look for the karat mark of quality, stamped 
somewhere on each piece. The karat mark refers 
to the purity of gold. Nothing less than 10K can 
legally be marked or sold as gold jewelry in the 
U.S.
 If you don’t know jewelry, know your 
jeweler! Let us be your expert and advise you on 
quality jewelry.

Ross’s Rings and Things, Ltd.

Members of the Rappahannock Garden Club 
(RGC) recently conducted a floral arrangement 
workshop at the Boys and Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck.

The RGC flower power committee, chaired by 
Karen Rosenfeld, created this first time event where 
the elementary school children made small arrange-
ments in coffee mugs to go to Bon Secours Rappa-
hannock General Hospital (BSRGH) patients, said 
publicity team member Jo Manson.

“In less than an hour, we created 50 floral arrange-
ments,” said Rosenfeld. “This community project 
was the first time we have worked with the Boys and 
Girls Club and it was extremely successful for all 
who attended.”

Members taught the children about flowers and 
plants, and then helped them make the small arrange-
ments in the mugs. Once the hospital arrangements 
were completed, each child received their own mug, 
then selected flowers and greenery to make arrange-
ments to take home.

“Thirteen RGC members and more than 25 chil-
dren participated in this event,” said president Cathie 
Elliott. “The children were electric with their enthu-
siasm and excitement asking questions about various 
flowers and plants. They jumped right into making 
the colorful arrangements.”

Some 28 arrangements were delivered to BSRGH 
with a note about the children’s participation.

The Rappahannock Art League will host a Saturday smARTs workshop from 10:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. December 19 at the Studio Gallery, 19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock.

Linda Goldstein will lead this workshop for ages 7-12. Participants will learn the proportions of 
features. For fees and registration, visit the gallery, or call 436-9309.

Girl Scouts earn academic achievements

Boys and Girls Club makes
floral arrangements for hospital

SCHOOL REPORT

Speeding and running off the road are the 
leading causes of crashes that kill teen drivers in 
Virginia, according to preliminary 2015 figures 
from the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV).

DMV urges teen drivers to slow down, con-
centrate on the road and buckle up. According 
to statistics from DMV’s Virginia Highway 
Safety Office, 25 teen drivers have died so far 
this year in Virginia crashes—an increase of 
19% over last year’s numbers.

Nearly two-thirds of teen drivers killed 
weren’t wearing their seat belts.

“Teenagers have their whole lives in front of 
them and we want to make sure they can enjoy 
every moment,” said DMV Commissioner Rich-
ard D. Holcomb. “That’s why it is so important 
to buckle up each and every time you get behind 
the wheel. Parents should set a good example by 
always wearing a seat belt too.” 

About 80% of teen driver fatalities this year 
were speed-related. Running off the road was a 
factor in 60% of crashes that killed teen drivers. 
Some 56% of these fatal crashes involved both 
factors.

“Our statistics show that teen drivers are 
crashing—and sometimes losing their lives—
because many are driving too fast and losing 
control of their vehicles,” Holcomb said. 
“Oftentimes, distraction causes a driver to run 
off the road. Multi-tasking while driving is a 
dangerous practice for teens and adults alike. 
Put your cell phone down and concentrate on 
the road in front of you.”

DMV urges parents to discuss safe driving 
with teens. Here are some points to cover:

less likely to be fatally injured in a crash.

makeup and other distractions.

Never exceed the posted speed limit or drive 
faster than road and weather conditions allow.

drugs. If convicted of a first-offense DUI in 
Virginia, a license could be revoked for up to 
a year.

Drowsy driving is just as dangerous as drunk 
driving.

DMV urges teens to buckle up,
stay focused behind the wheel

The Northern Neck Montes-
sori School’s new spring event, 
the Montessori Mile, will take 
place May 28 at YMCA/APYC 
Camp Kekoka, 1083 Boys 
Camp Road, Kilmarnock.

For the past five years, the 
school has hosted a successful 
Kilmarnock 5K. With excite-
ment to add additional oppor-

tunities for those who love the 
outdoors, the Montessori Mile 
will take the place of the 5K 
event and add water, reported 
director of administration 
Emily May.

The Northern Neck Montes-
sori Mile event will encompass  
a 1-mile open swim, 1-mile 
kayak or stand-up paddle course 

Giving and sharing

Montessori Mile to debut in 2016
and a 1-mile foot race, she said. 
Participants may choose an 
event, or participate in all three.

Camp Kekoka is on Indian 
Creek, where the open swim 
and kayak/paddle will take 
place. The walk/run will wind 
throughout the camp’s newly 
renovated grounds, she said.  

Registration will open in 
mid-January at Active.com and 
nnmontessori.org. For sponsor-
ship opportunities, call 435-
3503.

It’s cold outside . . .bundle up with a copy of the Rappahannock Record!



BusinessNews November 25, 2015
Rappahannock Record

Kilmarnock, VAC6 

Nate Myers grew up around the family-
owned and managed Bon-Ton Chip factory 

in Pennsylvania. 
“Chips have been something I wanted to do 

since my teens,” he said. 
Last month, Myers opened Chesapeake Bay 

Chip Company on School Street in Kilmar-
nock. It’s a casual chip off the old Nate’s Trick 
Dog Cafe, his upscale restaurant and bar in 
Irvington. While the popular restaurant has an 
“uptown” flare, his new place is warehouse-
rustic and caters mostly to take-out.

Meyers offers a selection of 12 craft beers on 
tap and 19 more in bottles. Shelves are filled 
with a variety of bottled wines. A deli section 
features a variety of meats like fresh cut steaks, 
ribs, chicken, ham, corned beef, bacon and 
baloney—even salmon.

“One of the things I love to do is smoke and 
cure the meats myself,” he said. 

A large chalkboard displays an extensive 

menu for breakfast, lunch and early dinner 
sandwiches and salads. He’s been making the 
Italian sub since he was a 16-year-old working 
at a sub shop. The homemade sauerkraut for 
the Reuben sandwich makes it one of the most 
popular items on the menu. 

The primary feature of the business is made-
on-the-premises potato chips. Most of the 
kitchen is dedicated to a dragon-sized machine 
that snakes around two walls and processes 
50-pound bags of Pennsylvania potatoes 
through slicing, frying and packaging. He’d like 
to expand the line to flavored chips like crab, 
salt and vinegar and barbecue.

But Myers has bigger dreams—like building 
the potato chip business into a factory that cre-
ates good paying jobs. He currently has seven 
employees, but is thinking much bigger.

“A good manufacturing business could go a 
long way in creating jobs,” he said. 

Winter hours at The Chesapeake Bay Chip 
Company at 114 School Street in Kilmarnock 
are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays.

October residential real estate 
sales indicate sustained market 
improvement, with a rise of over 
5% from the same time period 
last year.

Higher volume coupled with 
a higher median sales price 
accounts for the bump in overall 
transactional value from $2.59 to 
$2.72 billion.

According to the October 2015 
Home Sales Report released by 
the Virginia Association of Real-
tors (VAR), sales each month 
this year have exceeded the sales 
for the corresponding months in 
2014. A continued trend of year-
over-year increases indicates 
sustainable market improve-
ment.

The combined impact of a 
2.83% increase in units sold 
and a higher median sales price 
boosted the dollar value of Octo-
ber sales volume by 5.02% over 

the same month last year. Octo-
ber 2015 sales represent $2.72 
billion dollars in transactional 
value. Median sales price for 
October 2015 rose 1.54% from 
the same period last year from 
$246,200 to $250,000. 

Relative to September, Octo-
ber sales represent a seasonal 
decline that is typical to the 
industry cycle. Both sales pace 
and median price typically show 
steady decline through January 
of the following year.

“Year-over-year improve-
ment in Virginia’s residential 
real estate market is apparent 
in our October sales figures,” 
said VAR president Bill White. 
“Upward pressure on rental rates 
continues to encourage first-
time buyers into the market, and 
both new buyers and refinanc-
ers are able to take advantage of 
relatively low financing costs to 

enter or upsize.”
The average 30-year fixed 

mortgage interest rate decreased 
in October for the third consecu-
tive month and has decreased 
year-over-year from 4.04% 
to 3.80%. Recent announce-
ments by the Federal Reserve 
suggesting a December hike 
in interest rates may motivate 
buyers into the market. Con-
sumer confidence may be bol-
stered by steady improvement 
in the national unemployment 
rate. Supporting other indicators 
of long-term market improve-
ment, days on the market have 
decreased by 2.5% to 78 from 
80 in October 2014.

The Virginia Home Sales 
Report is published by the Vir-
ginia Association of Realtors, 
with analysis provided by the 
Virginia Center for Housing 
Research at Virginia Tech. 

The Heritage Arts Center at 
Rice’s Hotel/Hughlett’s Tavern 
(RH/HT), 73 Monument Place, 
Heathsville, will be open from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, November 27 and 28, 
for holiday shopping.

Shoppers can expect to find 

hand-woven towels and place-
mats, quilted items, hand-woven 
baskets, hand-crafted jewelry, 
original artwork, hand-spun and 
knitted lace shawls, wooden 
ware, hand-wrought ironware, 
funky painted accessories and 
handmade cards, reported Cor-

rine Anthony Becker of the 
RHHT Foundation.

The Tavern Restaurant will 
be open for breakfast and lunch 
both days, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The restaurant will offer a 10% 
discount to those who show the 
cashier their receipt. 

Virginians will be able to 
feed their families a Thanksgiv-
ing meal for less than $4.50 per 
person this year, according to 
an informal price survey con-
ducted by the Virginia Farm 
Bureau Federation.

The survey of the price of 
basic items found on Virgin-
ians’ Thanksgiving tables 
places the average cost of a 
traditional meal for 10 adults 
at $44.52. The menu includes 
turkey, dressing, sweet potatoes, 
rolls, peas, cranberries, a relish 
tray of carrots and celery, milk 
and pumpkin pie with whipped 
cream. Prices were reported 
using no promotional sales or 
coupons.

VFBF reports this year’s aver-
age represents a decrease of $1.93 
from the 2014 average total.

The locality surveyed that 
had the highest average cost for 
a meal was Powhatan County 
at $59.83. The locality with the 
lowest average cost was Carroll 
County at $31.61.

“This year it will most defi-
nitely pay you to shop for your 
prices, as we are seeing a wide 
range of prices statewide,” said 
Jonah Bowles, VFBF agricul-
ture market analyst. 

“All livestock prices are 
down, and turkey hasn’t seen 
as much of a decrease as other 
poultry, but we are seeing a 
decline of more than $3 from 
the 2014 average price for the 
centerpiece of the meal. We 
also have seen a decline in dairy 
prices for the consumer com-
pared to last year.” 

Based on surveys of grocery 
stores throughout Virginia, 
Farm Bureau found the aver-
age cost of a 16-pound turkey 
was $18.86 or $1.18 per pound. 
Consumers paid an average of 
$1.37 per pound last year in the 
Commonwealth.

The organization found that 
the average price for a gallon of 
milk was $3.17; for peas, $1.72; 
for a 3-pound bag of sweet pota-
toes, $2.70; for celery, $1.52; 
for carrots, $1.19; for pie shells, 
$2.30; for whipping cream, 
$2.10; for canned pumpkin pie 
filling, $3.14; for cranberries, 
$2.31; for stuffing mix, $2.96; 
and for rolls, $2.55 a dozen.

Since VFBF began conduct-
ing the survey in 2003, the aver-
age cost of a family’s Thanks-
giving meal in Virginia has 
increased by $5.40.

A nationwide informal 

survey conducted by the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation 
found the average cost of this 
year’s feast for 10 to be $50.11. 
While the average cost of a 
Thanksgiving meal in Virginia 
has decreased, the AFBF aver-
age cost represents a 70-cent 
increase over that of 2014.

AFBF deputy chief econo-
mist John Anderson called 
that increase “relatively stable 
behavior for food prices” and 
noted that it is “probably going 
to be on the high side” because 
prices were surveyed before 
many retailers began offering 
special Thanksgiving promo-
tions.

According to the AFBF, 
farmers receive only 16 cents 
out of every dollar Americans 
spend on food. The rest goes 
for costs beyond the farm gate: 
wages and materials for pro-
duction, processing, marketing, 
transportation and distribution. 
In 1980, farmers and ranchers 
received 31 cents from each 
consumer food dollar. 

Using that percentage across 
the board, farmers’ share of the 
average Thanksgiving meal cost 
in Virginia would be $7.12 this 
year.

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) will 
make $470,000 available through 
the Regional Conservation Part-
nership Program (RCPP) to help 
increase adoption of forestry 
practices statewide.

Offered in cooperation with 
the Virginia Department of For-
estry (VDOF), the RCPP For-
estry Program offers landowners 
an opportunity to help establish 
and maintain the forestlands that 
are fundamental to clean air and 
water, wildlife habitat and recre-
ation/tourism. Interested individ-
uals should sign up by December 
18 to be considered for fiscal year 
2016 funding.

“Well-managed, productive 
forests offer numerous conserva-
tion benefits, but the long growth 
cycle of trees can present a finan-
cial challenge for landowners 
seeking to retain working forest-
lands,” said NRCS Virginia State 
Conservationist Jack Bricker. 
“By joining forces with state and 
local partners, we can have an 
impact well beyond what the fed-
eral government could accom-
plish on its own.”

VDOF foresters will help eli-
gible landowners develop a plan 
to manage their land for specific 
purposes, such as recreation 
or wildlife habitat. This Forest 
Management Plan outlines the 
landowner’s goals and objec-

tives, recommended conservation 
practices and an implementation 
schedule. Financial assistance is 
available for creating this plan 
as well as installing the follow-
ing conservation practices: pre-
scribed burning, critical area 
planting, riparian forest buffers, 
firebreaks, tree/shrub site prepa-
ration, tree/shrub establishment 
and forest stand improvement. 

Created in the 2014 Farm Bill, 
RCPP empowers local leaders to 
work with a variety of partners 
to design conservation solutions 
that work best for their regions. 
More information on Virginia 
RCPP projects is available at 
va.nrcs.usda.gov, from the local 
USDA service center.

Nate Myers recently opened Chesapeake Bay Chip Company on School Street. He 
plans to expand into a potato chip manufacturing plant.

Chef Nate Myers is making 
potato chips in Kilmarnock

by Audrey Thomasson

October residential real 
estate outperforms 2014

Virginians’ Thanksgiving meal
cost decreases slightly for 2015

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) recently 
announced nearly one half of the 
1.7 million farms that signed up 
for either the Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) programs will 
receive safety-net payments for 
the 2014 crop year. 

“Unlike the old direct pay-
ments program, which paid 
farmers in good years and bad, 
the 2014 Farm Bill authorized 
a new safety-net that protects 
producers only when market 
forces or adverse weather cause 
unexpected drops in crop prices 
or revenues,” said Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack. 

“For example, the corn price 
for 2014 is 30% below the his-
torical benchmark price used 
by the ARC-County program, 
and revenues of the farms par-
ticipating in the ARC-County 
program are down by about 
$20 billion from the bench-
mark during the same period. 
The nearly $4 billion provided 
by the ARC and PLC safety-net 
programs will give assistance 
to producers where revenues 
dropped below normal.”

The ARC/PLC programs pri-
marily allow producers to con-
tinue to produce for the market 
by making payments on a per-
centage of historical base pro-
duction, limiting the impact on 

Funding is available for forestry practices

USDA issues safety-net payments
to farmers facing market downturn   

Heritage Arts Center will 
be open November 27 and 28

production decisions.
Nationwide, 96% of soybean 

farms, 91% of corn farms, and 
66% of wheat farms elected 
the ARC-County coverage 
option. Some 99% of long grain 
rice and peanut farms, and 94% 
of medium grain rice farms 
elected the PLC option. Overall, 
76% of participating farm acres 

are protected by ARC-County, 
23% by PLC, and 1% by ARC-
Individual. For data about other 
crops, as well as state-by-state 
program election results, final 
PLC price and payment data, 
and other program informa-
tion including frequently asked 
questions, visit fsa.usda.gov/
arc-plc.
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BUSINESS CARDS . . . 

WE PRINT THEM!
FLYERS?

COLOR COPIES?
POSTERS?

WE PRINT THEM TOO!
USE YOUR OWN LOGO

OR WE CAN DESIGN ONE FOR YOU!

Healthy tips
In honor of Diabetes Education Month, Bon Secours 
Rappahannock General Hospital on November 17 hosted 
a diabetes Lunch and Learn session. Leeann Morales, RD, 
CDE, (above) of the Bon Secours Diabetes Treatment 
Center presented “Healthy Holiday Eating.”

The Chesapeake Bay Writers 
Chapter of the Virginia Writers 
Club recently announced the 
winners of its annual All Stars 
Writing Competition.

Winners were announced 
at a gala luncheon at the Two 
Rivers Country Club in Wil-
liamsburg. At the meeting, 
members and guests were 
entertained for 90 minutes by 
writers reading their original 
work, after which the winning 
entries were selected, reported 
Barbara McLennan.

Winners were first, Mary 
Ann Carr of Mathews; second, 
Charles V. Brown of Williams-
burg; third, Frank Milligan of 
Williamsburg; and Richard 
V. Bailey Award for the most 
humorous of all pieces entered, 
Tom Neiger of Mathews.

All winning entries are 
available for viewing at Chesa-
peakebaywriters.org.

Writing 
competition
winners 
announced  
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When Truth Reels, a Nor-
thumberland County company 
that makes fishing reels, found 
that demand for its products was 
exceeding the number it could 
supply, its owner and founder, 
Wes Seigler, turned to Rappa-
hannock Community College’s 
Workforce Development Office 
for the additional highly skilled 
workers that he needed.

A meeting with RCC vice 
president of workforce devel-
opment Jason Perry allowed 
Seigler to state his specific job 
requirements, and to explore 
funding options to support the 
necessary training. 

Just as Truth Reels needed 
workers, Shawn Talley needed a 
job. An outstanding high school 
graduate who had enrolled as 
an engineering major at a large 
university, Talley found the con-
trast with his rural upbringing 
overwhelming, and decided not 
to return for a second year.

“He came to RCC seek-
ing direction, and looking for 
a program that would lead to 
employment,” said Marjorie 
Lampkin, director of RCC’s 
Office of Career and Transition 
Services (OCATS). 

An OCATS career coach 
helped Talley to develop a 
career plan that included taking 

a computer numerical control 
machinist operator course dis-
tributed by the National Insti-
tute for Metalworking Skills 
(NIMS). After completing the 
classroom portion of the course, 
Talley interviewed for a posi-
tion at Truth Reels.

He was accepted into a 
hands-on training program and 
became a full-fledged employee 
in July 2015. 

“In the short time since he 
was hired, Talley has earned a 
pay increase and is excelling 
on the job,” said Lampkin. He 
continues to work towards earn-
ing a certification in machining 
from NIMS.

“The workforce develop-
ment and OCATS teams at 
RCC can quickly connect 
individuals to training and 
great opportunities in the 
workplace,” said Perry. “We 
are thrilled to be a partner with 
Truth Reels in Burgess as we 
work together to build a strong 
workforce in our region—one 
employee at a time. Shawn 
Talley is one of the many 
success stories within RCC’s 
Workforce Development 
Center, and we are proud to 
serve our community by con-
tinuing to create career path-
ways for our students.” 

From big data to the agricultural drones 
that can gather that information, farmers 
are investing in technology to improve 
their operations.

“The big data movement—and the 
innovative technologies and analytics it 
yields—could lead to at least as much 
change in agriculture as the Green Revo-
lution and the adoption of biotechnology 
did,” Missouri Farm Bureau president 
Blake Hurst recently told the U.S. House 
of Representatives Agriculture Commit-
tee. “Farmers are reporting higher yields, 
fewer inputs, more efficiency and higher 
profits, thanks to technology.”

That’s why drones have become such a 
hot topic in agricultural circles. The tech-
nology could potentially increase a farm-
er’s revenue by $10 per acre according to 
a recent study, said Darryl Jenkins, chair-
man of the American Aviation Institute. 
He is the keynote speaker at the upcoming 
Virginia Farm Bureau Federation annual 

convention in Norfolk.
On December 1, Jenkins will talk about 

the economic viability of using commer-
cial drones in precision agriculture.

It’s unknown whether the use of com-
mercial drones in Virginia agriculture 
will be economically beneficial, but he 
predicts farmers with larger acreage who 
already are using tractors with GPS will 
benefit the most, he said.

 “I’m pretty sure no one will ever use 
this technology on hay fields,” said Jen-
kins. 

But farmers growing higher-value 
row crops might be able to improve their 
bottom lines with data images collected by 
commercial drones, he added.

“There will be drones with on-board 
sensors that will be able to monitor crop 
conditions for pests, fertility, drought 
stress and even crop maturity,” said Tony 
Banks, VFBF commodity marketing spe-
cialist. “With the right software, farm-

ers will be able to use the technology 
to manage their crops and even plan for 
future crops.”

Along with the visible technology of 
drones are the less-visible results of bio-
technology. Genetically modified crops 
enable farmers to grow more crops on less 
land, helping to meet the nutritional needs 
of an ever-growing population.

Other ag technology is helping farm-
ers improve yields, cut production costs 
and increase productivity. In the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation’s 2016 Rural 
Entrepreneurship Challenge, four of the 
top 10 finalist teams have ag technology 
entries. The challenge provides opportu-
nities for individuals to showcase busi-
ness innovations being developed in rural 
America.

Challenge entries include X-ray tech-
nology to inventory flowing grain in real 
time and a mobile customer support plat-
form for crop farmers. 

Each year, Virginia farmers 
implement practices on their 
farms that help protect the envi-
ronment and the Chesapeake 
Bay.

Those practices are not cheap, 
and farmers often rely on state or 
federal cost-share programs to 
help pay for the measures. Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau Federation 
leaders will again urge state leg-
islators to adequately fund the 
state’s Agriculture Best Manage-
ment Practices Cost-Share Pro-
gram to help farmers with those 
expenses.

Farm Bureau is asking mem-
bers of the Virginia General 
Assembly for $61.79 million to 
fund ag BMPs in order for farm-

ers to meet Virginia’s Watershed 
Implementation Plan goals by 
2017.

“We also want them to provide 
additional funding to alleviate 
the additional $68 million back-
log of requests from farmers for 
stream exclusion conservation 
practices,” said Martha Moore, 
VFBF vice president of govern-
mental relations. “Many of our 
farmers have made a commit-
ment to install stream exclusion 
fencing on their farms, but they 
need some certainty that cost-
share money is going to be avail-
able.”

The state’s largest farmers’ 
advocacy group also is asking 
the General Assembly to pro-

vide $15.52 million to fund 
operational support and techni-
cal assistance for soil and water 
conservation districts so they can 
administer the Ag BMP Cost-
Share Program. The districts 
also assist farmers in develop-
ing resource management plans 
and track voluntary conserva-
tion practices to help document 
water quality improvements.

Virginia farmers have been 
using voluntary, incentive-based 
conservation practices for years. 
However, without the Ag BMP 
Cost-Share Program, it may not 
be economically feasible for 
farmers to implement many of 
these practices, Moore said.

“As a result of the implemen-

tation of these practices, water 
quality improvements have been 
recognized and achieved,” she 
said. “This program can help 
Virginia meet its water quality 
commitments without burden-
ing farmers with mandates or 
regulatory permits.”

Funding for the Ag BMP 
Cost-Share Program and soil and 
water conservation districts are 
issues Farm Bureau has deemed 
critical for 2016. Farm Bureau 
leaders will meet with their leg-
islators prior to and during the 
General Assembly to emphasize 
the importance of that funding. 
They also have made a plea to 
Gov. Terry McAuliffe and his 
administration.

The American Farm Bureau 
Federation has joined a coalition 
of agricultural and other groups 
asking the U.S. Supreme Court 
to review a lower court ruling 
that allows the Environmental 
Protection Agency to microman-
age land use under the guise of 
implementing the federal Clean 
Water Act.

“It’s about whether EPA has 
the power to override local deci-
sions on what land can be farmed, 
where homes can be built and 
where schools, hospitals, roads 
and communities can be devel-
oped,” said AFBF president Bob 
Stallman. “This is nothing less 
than federal super-zoning author-
ity. As much as we all support 
the goal of achieving a healthy 
Chesapeake Bay, we have to fight 
this particular process for getting 
there.”

The Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation joins the AFBF in 
its support of clean water and a 
healthy bay, but both organiza-
tions oppose the process the EPA 
has chosen.

“Our farmers continuously 
seek improvements to their farm-
ing methods to protect the bay, 
and we’ve come a long way in 
making changes for the better,” 
said VFBF president Wayne F. 
Pryor. “EPA overstepping its 
boundaries and regulating areas 
that are out of its control is only 
going to muddy the regulation 
waters and wreak havoc in our 

More than 250 agricultural 
businesses nationwide recently 
were awarded a total of $34 
million to help expand their 
operations and create value-
added products.

The money was awarded 
as cost-share Value-Added 
Producer Grants by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. Of 
the funds awarded, more than 
$3 million is going to Virginia 
farmers. The Virginia Founda-
tion for Agriculture, Innova-
tion and Rural Sustainability 
assisted 15 of those producers 
in obtaining grants, said VA 
FAIRS project manager Julia 
Schlosser.

“All 15 of the Virginia appli-
cants we assisted were awarded 
grant money for a total of $2.5 
million,” Schlosser said. “The 
working capital provided by 
these grants is key to small 
business expansion and will 
help these producers with vari-
ous projects, including funding 
marketing activities, process-
ing products, addressing costs 
for new operations and much 
more.”

Part of VA FAIRS’ mission 
is to help small businesses 
expand and diversify. The non-
profit foundation formed in 
2004 and is housed by the Vir-
ginia Farm Bureau Federation. 
It helps rural business owners 
with strategic planning, grant 
writing and securing loans.

“Often a big barrier that 
small businesses face is the 
cash crunch involved with 
transitioning from small-scale 
production to a larger business 
model. Value-added grants help 
facilitate this transition,” said 
Schlosser. “Producers are able 

Investment in technology helps farmers 
increase output and lower input costs

Farmers are calling on state legislators to
support funding for conservation practices

Farm Bureau joins opposition to ‘clean water blueprint’
rural communities.”

Farm Bureau believes the 
EPA’s clean water “blueprint” 
and the earlier court ruling open 
the door for a massive expansion 
of federal power, said Pryor. The 
case boils down to whether the 
EPA has the power to override 
local decisions.

Some 21 states, 39 members 
of Congress and a group of coun-

ties within the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed supported AFBF’s 
legal challenge in the lower 
courts. Virginia was one of the 
states involved in the challenge 
because implementation of the 
EPA’s blueprint is expected to 
cost roughly $28 billion to $30 
billion in Maryland and Virginia 
alone.

The greatest practical harm 

of the bay blueprint, according 
to the AFBF court filing, is that 
it “locks in” decisions made in 
2010 and “deprives state and 
local governments of the abil-
ity to adapt their plans to take 
account of changes in societal 
needs, developing technologies 
or new information. It prevents 
them from exercising their own 
judgment about the best and most 

Shawn Talley stands at one of the  Truth Reels  automated 
production stations.

Northumberland County
business takes training
needs to RCC-Workforce

Foundation helps small
farms secure grant money

30 N. Main Street

(804) 435-1144

Hubbard Insurance Agency

Service, Advice and Price
Home                        Auto

Flood        Marine
Business

to use the money to expand 
product lines, hire more staff, 
purchase professional packag-
ing or place their goods in new 
markets.”

In addition to helping indi-
vidual farmers and their busi-
nesses, the grants have a posi-
tive impact on the agriculture 
industry as a whole, she added.

“Because the grants involve 
matching funds, $3 million rep-
resents a minimum of $6 mil-
lion in expenditures for supply 
purchases, worker wages and 
countless more local sales dol-
lars,” Schlosser said.
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Care Designed around...

Riverside Medical Group is pleased to welcome  

Montecia Burno, NP to White Stone Family Practice  

on the Northern Neck.

 
Care designed around you is what your Personal Health 

Team is all about. It starts with finding your priorities, then 

building a relationship that lasts…keeping you  

at the center of your care.  

Montecia Burno, NP is now accepting new patients at  

White Stone Family Practice and looks forward  

to being a part of Your Personal Health Team. 

 

Appointments available now.  
Just call 888-550-2865.

 

 

riversideonline.com/chooseus

   or text CHOOSEUS to 78234

Four Northern Neck-Mid-
dlesex Free Health Clinic 
(NNMFHC) staff members 
recently attended the 2015 
annual conference of the Vir-
ginia Association of Free and 
Charitable Clinics (VAFCC) 
in Richmond.

Executive director Jean 
Nelson said the conference 
is “an invaluable resource 
for clinics across the state 
to share ideas, discuss best 
practices, and learn from one 
another.”

Nelson, hired as the NNMF-
HC’s executive director when 
it was formed in 1993, said 
her first day on the job coin-
cided with the VAFCC’s first 
conference. She’s attended 
the events annually ever since 
and has served on its board of 
directors.

“The VAFCC is vital for all 
free clinics in the state,” said 
Nelson. “Linda Wilkinson, 
chief executive offcier of the 
VAFCC, and her staff once 
again created a dynamic con-
ference.” 

For more than 15 years, 
Bon Secours Rappahannock 
General Hospital has held 
an annual food drive to put 
together Thanksgiving boxes 
for distribution to needy fami-
lies and patients through the 
home health, behavioral health 
and oncology departments.

Items collected by BSRGH 
and Bon Secours Medical 
Group staff and volunteers 
allowed for more than 45 boxes 
to be assembled and distrib-
uted this year, said Joanna 
Marchetti, BSRGH marketing 
manager and Thanksgiving 
food drive coordinator. 

From left are staff and volunteers Susan Lovelady and 
Kristie, Cameron and Connor Duryea.

Hospital food drive
produces 45 boxes

From left are Erinn Headley, Jean Nelson,  Kim Verlander 
and Angie Rich.

Free health clinic sends four
staff members to conference

■ Christmas trees
Free copies of the 2015 Vir-

ginia Grown Christmas Tree 
Guide, published by the Vir-
ginia Department of Agricul-
ture and Consumer Services in 
cooperation with the Virginia 
Christmas Tree Growers Asso-
ciation, are available at tourist 
information centers, libraries, 
Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion offices and virginiagrown.
com.

The guide s a resource for 
finding choose-and-cut, fresh-
cut and live Christmas trees 
across the Commonwealth. 
Virginia has more than 500 
Christmas tree farms. 

■ Holiday Shop
The Rappahannock Art 

League Holiday Shop will con-
tinue through January 2 at the 
Studio Gallery, 19 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. The gal-
lery is filled with gift ideas cre-
ated by RAL members.

Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Tuesdays through Satur-
days.

■ Insurance
enrollment

Enroll Virginia will conduct 
an insurance enrollment event 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. December 
12 at Lancaster Community 
Library, 235 School Street, 
Kilmarnock. Assistance also 
may be scheduled by appoint-
ment only at the Northern Neck 
Free Health Clinic, 51 William 
B. Graham Court, Kilmarnock.

For prescreening, appoint-
ments and guidelines, contact 
Shirelle Wiggins-Bailey at 
332-1549, or shirelle@enroll-
Virginia.com.

■ Job workshops
Upcoming Virginia Employ-

ment Commission workshops 
include Volunteer Your Way 
to Employment, Thursday, 
December 3.

Unless otherwise indicated, 
all workshops will begin at 
10 a.m. at the VEC Workforce 
Center, 14243 Historyland 
Highway, Warsaw.

■ Kilmarnock parade
The 37th annual Kilmarnock 

Lighted Christmas Parade, 
sponsored by the Lancaster 
by the Bay Chamber of Com-
merce, will be held at 7 p.m. 
December 11. The theme is 
“Old Fashioned Christmas.”

Float and vendor registration 
is required. Forms are available 
at lancasterva.com/Events, or 
the Chamber office, 129 South 
Main Street (435-6092). All 
registrations must be complete 
and received at the Lancaster 
by the Bay Chamber office by 
5 p.m. November 25.  

■ Angels for Seniors
Visiting Angels and Northern 

Neck Burger Co. have joined 
hands for a community  Angels 
for Seniors program. An Angel 
Tree has been erected at North-
ern Neck Burger Co., 62 Irving-
ton Road, Kilmarnock.

The community is invited to 
choose an Angel from the tree 
and provide a small gift for area 
seniors who might not other-
wise receive a Christmas gift 
this year. 

■ Unemployment 
rate decreases

Gov. Terry McAuliffe recently 
announced Virginia’s seasonally 
adjusted unemployment rate 
decreased 0.1 percentage point 
in October to 4.2%, the fourth 
consecutive monthly decline. At 
4.2%, the seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate is at its 
lowest level since August 2008 
when it also was 4.2%.

Virginia’s seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate remains 
below the national rate, which 
fell 0.1 percentage point in Octo-
ber to 5%. The average weekly 
wage for private employers was 
$915.95 in October, which is 
3.7%  above a year ago. 

Investments by Domin-
ion over the next six years 
for projects to strengthen 
Virginia’s energy infrastruc-
ture and meet environmental 
goals will create thousands 
of jobs and inject $10.1 bil-
lion into the state’s economy, 
according to a new study by 
Chmura Economic & Analyt-
ics.

“Our growing Common-
wealth requires an expand-
ing and reliable energy infra-
structure,” said Paul Koonce, 
chief executive officer of 
Dominion’s Energy Infra-
structure Group and presi-
dent of Dominion Virginia 
Power.

“Our capital investment 
program over the next six 
years is designed to meet that 
need and achieve environ-
mental goals related to the 
federal Clean Power Plan,” 
said Koonce. “We are very 
pleased that in doing so it 
will create a huge economic 
and jobs impact in Virginia.” 

“In order to build the new 
Virginia economy, we must 
have low-cost, diverse and 
reliable energy resources,” 
said Gov. Terry McAuliffe. 
“These investments not only 
build upon an already solid 
foundation for future eco-
nomic growth in Virginia, 
they also create tens of thou-
sands of jobs and produce 
billions of dollars in capital 
that benefit the Common-
wealth today.”

“Strong, reliable and effi-
cient electric generation 
projects are good for our cus-
tomers as we bring these new 
facilities online,” said David 
A. Christian, chief execu-
tive officer of the Dominion 
Generation Group. “They 
are also creating well-paying 
construction jobs and giving 
a much-needed boost to local 
jurisdictions with increased 
tax revenue.”

“Clean, affordable, reliable 
energy is key to supporting 
Virginia’s economic devel-
opment needs while also 
meeting the growing needs 
of our population,” added 
Barry DuVal, president and 
chief executive officer of the 
Virginia Chamber of Com-
merce. “This study confirms 
that Dominion’s planned 
energy infrastructure invest-
ments will also have a sig-
nificant direct impact in cre-
ating jobs and attracting and 
retaining Virginia businesses 
for years to come.”

The study, commissioned 
by Dominion, looked at the 
total economic impact in 
Virginia from the compa-
ny’s capital expenditures for 
new electric and natural gas 
infrastructure projects from 
2015 through 2020.

Among the findings:
-

ects will produce economic 
activity of almost $10.1 
billion in Virginia during 

the six-year period. This 
includes more than $5.7 bil-
lion in direct construction 
expenditures by the com-
pany, plus almost $4.4 bil-
lion in additional economic 
activity as the effects of 
the construction spending 
spread throughout the Vir-
ginia economy, including the 
retail and services sectors.

construction program will 
support an average of more 
than 11,900 jobs per year in 
Virginia, with about 6,400 
directly engaged in the con-
struction work and another 
5,500 employed in other sec-
tors of the state’s economy.

-
ects to be built by Dominion 
Virginia Power, the Domin-
ion business unit providing 
electric service to more than 
2.4 million retail customers 
in the state, and by Dominion 
Transmission, the Dominion 
subsidiary that constructs 
and operates natural gas 
storage facilities and inter-
state transmission pipelines.

included in the study were 
two state-of-the-art natu-
ral gas-fired power stations 
using energy efficient tech-
nology; solar and off-shore 
wind electric generation 
facilities; multiple electric 
transmission lines; environ-
mental projects; and the pro-
posed Strategic Underground 
Program to improve reliabil-
ity by converting many over-
head electric distribution 
lines to underground instal-
lation.

-
ginia portion of the proposed 
Atlantic Coast Pipeline, a 
564-mile project originat-
ing in West Virginia’s Har-
rison County then traversing 
parts of western, central and 
southern Virginia. Dominion 
Transmission will construct 
and operate the project for 
the Atlantic Coast Pipeline 
LLC, which was formed by 
four southeastern energy 
companies: Dominion, Duke 
Energy, Piedmont Natural 
Gas, and AGL Resources, 
parent of Virginia Natural 
Gas. Atlantic Coast Pipeline 
LLC filed an application for 
approval of the project with 
the Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission in Septem-
ber. About 280 miles of the 
proposed pipeline would be 
located in Virginia.

Chmura, a respected eco-
nomics consulting firm 
based in Richmond, used a 
sophisticated computer mod-
eling system to calculate the 
economic and job impacts 
from the construction proj-
ects.

The study found that the 
construction program would 
inject an average of about 
$1.68 billion into the Vir-
ginia economy during each 
year of the six-year period, 

NNMFHC nurse naviga-
tor Erinn Headley called the 
2015 conference “energizing 
and educational. I came away 
excited over different ways to 
handle patient care and make 
sure it is coordinated through-
out the health-care system.”

Pharmacy coordinator 
Angie Rich said the confer-
ence “helps tremendously in 
finding ways to maximize the 
dollars spent in the pharmacy.”

Front office manager Kim 

Verlander said that “new ideas 
on volunteer recruitment and 
organization, among many 
things, are most welcome.”

Care coordination, integra-
tion of medical and dental 
care, generic medicines, sup-
porting and sustaining vol-
unteers and donors, OSHA 
regulations, social media, cul-
tural competency and popula-
tion health management were 
among the session topics over 
the three-day event.

with more than half—or 
about $957 million—result-
ing directly from construc-
tion spending. The rest 
would come from growth in 
other sectors of the economy 
as the effects of the spending 
spread.

The report also found 
that the construction pro-
gram would support more 
than 71,500 cumulative jobs 
during the six years sur-
veyed. “Cumulative jobs” 

refer to the number of full-
time positions supported for 
one year. Thus, one worker 
employed for six years is 
equivalent to six cumulative 
jobs. On an annual basis, the 
construction program will 
support an average of more 
than 11,900 jobs per year 
during the 2015-2020 period. 

The Chmura report also 
assessed the impact of the 
projects on the Virginia 
economy once they go into 

operation. The study found 
that, beginning in 2021, 
operation of the facilities 
would produce an average of 
about $212 million in addi-
tional economic activity each 
year in the state. More than 
half of these benefits—$146 
million—will result from 
direct spending by Domin-
ion to support the facilities’ 
operations. 

A copy of the report is 
available at dom.com.
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Dominion construction projects to produce 
$10 billion in economic benefits for Virginia
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