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Local flavor: Tasting the Chesapeake Bay
The oyster buyboat 55th Virginia owned by Bill Hight of Urbanna departs from the Tides Inn dock on 
Carter Creek during the Lancaster By the Bay Chamber of Commerce’s third annual Taste by the Bay: 
Wine, Food, Arts and Ale event on Saturday. Other boats moored at Tides Inn for the event included 
the buyboats Elva C. from the Reedville Fishermen’s Museum and the F.D. Crockett from the Deltaville 
Maritime Museum, as well as the deadrise workboat Virginia Honey owned by local waterman Spencer 
Nicholson. The boats were among the maritime attractions at the event which included wine, craft beer, 
cider and food tastings, music and artisans. More photos are on A4 and at RRecord.com. For another 
perspective on the event, see the Fiction or Fact column on A6. Photo by Renss Green

IRVINGTON—VAoystercountry.
com on November 21 announced the 
winners of “The Greatest Oyster Con-
test.” The announcement came at the 
Lancaster By the Bay Chamber of Com-
merce’s third annual Taste by the Bay: 
Wine, Food, Arts and Ale event at the 
Tides Inn.

“Twenty-eight oysters were entered 
and two giant winners emerged as the 
region’s largest bivalves,” said Susan 
Cockrell of VAOysterCountry.com. “We 
announced a contest to find the region’s 
largest, live oysters and in they came.”

Eleven commercial entries arrived 
with John Balderson of Mathews bring-
ing in a whopping 11.25-inch oyster. 
Balderson is a commercial watermen, 
primarily gill netting, and found this 
beauty in the waters around Milford 
Haven. He works aboard the Ashley 
Mackenzie II. Balderson received a $500 
bounty for winning the commercial cat-
egory.

Some 17 residential entries arrived 
with Brian Webb’s oyster topping the 
ruler at 8.25 inches. Webb is a native 
of Lancaster County, living on Taylors 
Creek. He heard about the contest and 
set out in his kayak to search for his entry 
and found it along the banks near his 
home. He works for the National Guard 
and asked his dad to bring the oyster in 
when he was deployed to Ft. Pickett for 
training. The residential winner received 
$100 cash and a weekday dinner and a 
one-night stay at the Tides Inn.

Sponsored by VAOysterCountry.com, 
the Tides Inn, Lancaster By the Bay 
Chamber of Commerce, WKWI 101.7 
FM and WIGO Country 104.9 FM, the 
contest asked residents and commer-
cial watermen of the Northern Neck, 
Middle Peninsula and Tangier Island 
to submit the largest, live, native oyster 
(Crassostrea Virginica) they could find 
from October 1 through November 15.

“We don’t care if you dredged, tonged, 
dived for, grew it yourself or just happen 
to see it on the end of a dock somewhere, 
that gigantic oyster would net you a big 
prize,” said Joni Carter of VAOyster-
Country.com.

Each oyster was brought to the Lan-
caster by the Bay Chamber of Com-
merce office, measured, photographed 
and logged.

According to the Guinness Book of 
World Records, the largest oyster ever 
recorded was 14 inches and still grow-
ing. The giant bivalve was 15 to 20 years 
old and found in Denmark in 2014. 
The largest oyster found in the U.S. was 
located in California and measured 13 
inches.

Found: The region’s largest oysters

Waterman John Balderson, his wife, Megan, and daughter, Madison, 
receive their winning check at the Tides Inn during the Taste by the 
Bay event.

From left are Brian Webb with the large oyster he found, and Tides 
Inn general manager Gordon Slatford.

RICHMOND—The Virginia State 
Corporation Commission (SCC) is 
considering two central issues after 
last week’s day-long hearing on 
whether the commission has regula-
tory authority over Dominion Pow-
er’s new transmission towers across 
the Rappahannock River next to the 
Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge. 

At issue is whether the towers will 
be constructed for 115 kilovolt (kV) 
lines only, or will they be capable 
in the future of carrying 230 kV 
lines, which could trigger regulatory 
approval?

Also, is the project routine main-
tenance as Dominion claims, or does 
the proposed $30 million project, 
which includes carrying the line inde-
pendent of the bridge and with fend-
ers where none existed before, go 
beyond an “ordinary extension” and 
trigger SCC involvement?

Attorneys representing petitioner 
William Barnhardt of Willaby’s Cafe 
and Catering at the foot of the bridge 
argued that Dominion has continued 
to change the project specifications 
from its initial application with Vir-
ginia Marine Resources Commission 
to public comments and in SCC tes-
timony, leading to confusion on the 
public’s part.

“They have tried to escape review 
by making minor tweaks...in these 
hearings,” said James Ritter. “They 
got a bill passed by the legislature to 
put up the line to escape review. When 
a particular project doesn’t meet the 
criteria, the burden is on Dominion to 
seek proper approval.”

“The bridge is the front door to 
Lancaster County for visitors and res-
idents,” said Lancaster County attor-
ney James Cornwell. 

He asked the commission to enjoin 
Dominion until their review. “VMRC 
is only concerned with under water,” 

said Cornwell. “The structure under 
water is the same. They did not take 
into consideration the adverse aspects 
on the environment and aesthetics...
This will have a massive impact on 
the environment and scenic views.” 

Dominion’s attorney Vishwa Link 
continued to claim the SCC had 
no jurisdiction on any lines within 
Dominion’s operational territory 
that fall below138 kV and that the 
proposed project is ordinary mainte-
nance. 

“It’s ordinary because its 115 kV 
today and 115 tomorrow,” she stated. 

Link noted all the times the line is 
down at the request of VDOT in order 
to do bridge maintenance or inspec-
tions. 

“In 2016, VDOT has asked for a 
16-month outage to paint the center 
span of the bridge,” said Link. 

If the SCC takes jurisdiction in this 
case it would be confusing to Domin-
ion and would set a precedent with far 
reaching effects, she added.

SCC staff attorneys strongly 
opposed Dominion’s interpretation of 
regulations that a 115 kV line is out of 
SCC reach. 

Associate general counsel Matt 
Roussy said the 2.2 mile project is not 
ordinary because it is across water, 
involves replacing shoreline towers 
with massive structures spanning the 
river and the addition of fenders that 
could impede safe river navigation. 
“Ordinary extension” language refers 
to smaller projects, he said.

The commission has two choices: 
let Dominion proceed without SCC 
review; or require the utility to seek 
a Certificate of Public Convenience 
and Necessity, which could require 
them to submit alternative options for 
review. 

Judge Mark Christie said the three-
judge panel will review hearing tran-
scripts before rendering its decision, 
expected in the next few days. 

LANCASTER—After weeks of 
residents speaking out against Domin-
ion Power’s $30 million plan to put 
massive towers across the Rappah-
annock River, two citizens last week 
asked county supervisors not to spend 
taxpayer money to fight the utility 
company.

Lancaster planning commission 
chairman David Jones, who last week 
resigned as vice mayor of White 
Stone because he now lives in Tap-
pahannock, said he can’t argue the 
“pluses or minuses” of the project, 
but is opposed to any county financial 
support.

“The 23 people working for me 
mainly want power and a job,” said the 
co-owner of Connemara Construction 
in White Stone. “Send (county attor-
ney James) Cornwell (to the SCC 
hearings), but don’t fund them.”

Jones was accompanied by several 
of his employees.

“I don’t care about the towers, but 

I don’t want taxpayer money to go 
toward funding the fight,” said Howard 
Keiser. 

Charlie Costello, an active supporter 
of the anti-towers efforts and leader of 
the organization Friends of Lancaster, 
said, “Reliability of the electricity is 
not an issue. We all want reliable elec-
tricity.”

Last month, supervisors turned 
down a request by George Bott to help 
fund the fight. Bott based the request 
on the fact that the project conflicts 
with the county’s comprehensive plan 
to preserve the rural character, heritage 
and natural resources by controlling 
the character of development. How-
ever, supervisors unanimously autho-
rized the county attorney to participate 
in the SCC hearing, which took place 
last week. (See related story).

In other business, supervisors:

to expand Brookvale Mini-Storage at 
10436 Mary Ball Road, Brookvale.

the November 3 General Election.

SCC authority to
regulate Dominion’s
power line project
hinges on kilovolts, 
‘ordinary extension’

by Audrey Thomasson

Two citizens speak against county
funding to fight Dominion project

by Audrey Thomasson
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LANCASTER—Boats are 
coming back to Lancaster. 

That was the message one 
marina owner shared with 
the board of supervisors on 
November 19.

Reporting on the effect of 
eliminating the personal prop-
erty tax on boats over five tons, 
Rappahannock Yachts marina 
owner Bruce Sanders said, 
“It’s been huge.” His Irvington 
marina is at capacity.

“There are 30 more boats 
for storage at Yankee Point 
Marina, with 20 more in slips. 
The Chesapeake Boat Basin (in 
Kilmarnock) is full,” he said. 

Additionally, boat repair 
work has increased at the mari-
nas. “There’s as much work on 
the boats as we’ve had in the 
last six years. It’s put a light on. 
We appreciate the efforts on 
behalf of the county.”

In response to supervisors’ 
question about the impact on 
hiring, Sanders reported he 

has hired two new employees, 
one in the office and a gradu-
ate of the Northern Neck Tech-
nical School in Warsaw as a 
mechanic’s assistant. 

In June, supervisors elimi-
nated the boat tax on larger 
craft, but kept the tax at $1.52 
for boats under five tons.

Sanders said it will take 
another year before boat 
owners will see any savings. 
Taxes are assessed on a boat’s 
location for over six months of 
the year.

WHITE STONE—The mes-
sage state agencies delivered 
to the town of White Stone last 
Tuesday was simple: hurry up 
and wait. 

Mayor Randy Reeves and 
town manager Patrick Frere 
met with officials from the 
Department of Environmental 
Quality and the USDA Rural 
Development program and 
were hoping to get a firm fund-
ing commitment for phase I of 
a three-part town rehabilitation 
and revitalization project. No 
definite commitments came 
from either group regarding 
grant funding, but both were 
willing to loan the town money. 

Phase I of the town’s over-
haul is a residential rehabili-
tation and town sewer project 
that targets the residential areas 
of Ice House Drive, Buttercup 
Lane, Sandlin Drive, Rose 
Lane, Jasmine Road, Chesa-
peake Drive (west) and along 
Irvington Road. 

Phase II is a downtown revi-
talization project which would 
spruce up the business center 
of town. Both are under way 
with grant proposals and par-
tial funding in place.

Phase III of the project will 
offer rehab and sewer to the 
southern end of town towards 
the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memo-
rial Bridge.

 In August the town received 
a letter of intent from the gov-
ernor for $1.4 million in Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant funding for phase I, but 
the project is slated to cost 
$4.3 million, which includes 
some $1.7 million for a treat-

ment plant. The town is seek-
ing additional funding from 
several sources, including $1 
million in loans and $2 mil-
lion in grants from the USDA 
Rural Development Program 
and another $750,000 in grants 
from the Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality (DEQ) 
Clean Water Financing & 
Assistance Program. In fact, 
the block grant is contingent on 
the other funding, said Frere. 

White Stone is requesting 
more grant money than loan 
money. “Anything you can do 
to reduce the grant need will 
help this project,” said Jim 
Maras, USDA community pro-
gram director. “Our allocation 
of funds is usually 75% loan 
and 25% grant.”

With $9 million in grant 
funding available, “we do 
have an issue with a $2 mil-
lion grant” for one project, 
said Maras. “We’re not going 
to throw $2 million at every 
project. We tell folks if you’re 
coming in for a loan only, we 
can get money for you in 90 
days.”

According to Mayor Reeves, 
loans would be paid with 
monthly sewer usage fees. The 
charges would also help main-
tain the system. Frere said the 
town has promised residents 
their usage fees would be 
between $40 and $45 monthly.

“We have a lot of elderly and 
poor in this region, especially 
in this town,” said Frere. 

Maras said to keep in mind, 
“When the average user rate 
is $55 a month, some will pay 
$25 while others will pay $100 
or more to get that average.”

Maras said it would be based 

WARSAW—The Virginia 
Department of Transporta-
tion (VDOT), in partnership 
with the Northern Neck Plan-
ning District Commission 
(NNPDC), will conduct two 
informational meetings in 
December to present the find-
ings of a recent Route 3 corri-
dor study. 

The study will identify ways 
to improve the efficiency of the 
Route 3 corridor from Route 
301 in King George County 
to the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge in Lancaster 
County.

A meeting highlighting the 
western portion will be held 
December 1 at the George D. 

English Sr. Memorial Build-
ing, 111 Polk Street, Montross. 
The eastern portion will be 
discussed December 9 at the 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department, 5170 Mary 
Ball Road, Lively.

Both meetings will be held 
from 5 to 7 p.m. with a related 
presentation beginning at 5:30 
p.m.

VDOT and NNPDC rep-
resentatives will discuss the 
study findings. The study was 
conducted to help identify 
problem areas and to gather 
input on how to improve the 
corridor.

By December 1, findings will 
be posted at VirginiaDOT.org.

K I L M A R N O C K — L a n -
caster school superintendent 
Steven Parker this week said 
he will not accept $12,000 
in tuition assistance from the 
school board.

As part of a new contract 
approved earlier this month, 
Parker was offered up to 
$12,000 per year for two years 
to help pay for his tuition. He is 
currently pursuing a doctorate 
of education at Virginia Tech.

“I just think we’re not in a 
place where that is a produc-
tive use of that money,” Parker 
said. He said he would prefer 
to see the money spent in Lan-
caster on programs like teacher 

professional development.
Parker said he plans to 

“thank the board for their gen-
erosity” and decline the money 
at the December 14 school 
board meeting.

“I’m sorry that the public 
doesn’t understand, quite 
frankly,” said school board 
chairman Dr. Robert West-
brook. “I certainly understand 
about the concerns, but I was 
surprised, quite frankly, by the 
response.”

Westbrook added that the 
tuition money was not Parker’s 
idea, but came from the school 
board to recognize what West-
brook said are “very wonderful 
things that are happening for 
our schools already.”

Revitalization projects may be tied
to White Stone’s ‘pain level’ for loans

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

The Agenda
Local Government News

Lex Forrester (left) redistributes angel ornaments on a 
tabletop Christmas tree display at the annual Historyland 

Annual harbinger of the local
holiday season attracts crowd 

KILMARNOCK—The annual Historyland Community Work-
shop Benefit Sale generated long check out lines in Kilmarnock 
on Saturday.

The sale, held at Grace Episcopal Church offered a variety of 
crafts, miniature shops, hand-crafted decorations, soft purses, 
bottle carriers, table runners, wall-hangings, jams, jellies, pick-
les, relishes, backed goods, fudge, white cheddar cheese, pet 
treats and jewelry.

Among the more popular items were hand-crafted angel orna-
ments color- coordinated to correspond with cancer awareness 
themes.

Lex Forrester of the Historyland Community Workshop said 
she made some 225 of the angel, including some crafted in 
burlap. 

The ornaments will be offered at other upcoming functions 
and are available by calling Forrester at 462-7124.

The Historyland Community Workshop benefit Sale supports 
scholarships for graduates of Lancaster and Northumberland 
high schools.

on ability to pay and whether 
it’s a residential or commercial 
user. 

Frere said at least 40% of the 
175 sewer systems in the phase 
I project area have already 
failed at least once, about 35% 
are 40 or more years old and 
only seven have a reserve site. 

The town was hoping to 
receive $750,000 in grant 
money from DEQ, which is 
asking that additional soil work 
be completed by Bowman 
Consulting of Williamsburg, 
the town’s engineering firm. 
Walter Gills, DEQ program 
manager, indicated a big per-
centage of that money would 
likely be a loan. 

Maras said up to $30,000 
could be available from the 
USDA in the form of a search 
grant for the additional work. 

Maras said the town should 
find out whether it is eligible 
for the search grant by January 
and Gills said he will know by 
mid January the DEQ’s com-
mitment of loan versus grant 
money.

For the town to receive its 
$1.4 million from the CDBG, 
all the additional funding needs 
to be secured by May. 

“What else can we do as a 
town to move forward with this 
project?” asked Frere. 

Maras said to find out the 
town’s “pain level,” and by 
that he means the commitment 
level the town will be able to 
pay back in loan money. 

“Because of the May dead-
line, this project is one we’ll 
push to the top,” said Maras.

Eliminating the boat tax may
be working for marina industry

by Audrey Thomasson

Parker will not accept
tuition stipend this year

by Renss Greene
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HEATHSVILLE—Some 
members of the Northumber-
land planning commission on 
November 19 expressed “disap-
pointment” that watermen are not 
represented on the 15-member 
board of the Northern Neck Tour-
ism Commission.

“I don’t see any individual or 
group of people representing the 
fisheries,” said vice chairman 
A.C. Fisher. “Especially from 
Northumberland and Lancaster 
county. I would have thought that 
would have been an important 
aspect of this tourism.”

The Northern Neck Tourism 
Commission represents Lan-
caster, Northumberland, Rich-
mond, Westmoreland and King 
George counties. Each county’s 
board of supervisors appoints 
three members to the commis-
sion’s board, said NNTC eco-
nomic development and tourism 
coordinator Lisa Hull.

Commission chairman Bill 

Kling agreed.
“There’s another point that 

could be made about that, too, 
which is that a number of water-
men in Lancaster and Northum-
berland counties are engaged in a 
program called eco-tourism, and 
that’s hopefully going to bring a 
great deal of tourism business to 
the county,” Kling said.

The topic came up as the com-
mission reviewed a passage in 
the omprehensive plan regard-
ing tourism, which describes 
the membership of the NNTC 
as “three county administrators, 
one marketing director of a house 
museum, one town employee, 
two county supervisors, one 
retired citizen, one winery owner, 
three private museum/house 
museum directors, one economic 
development director, one his-
toric bed and breakfast operator, 
and one art/coffee shop owner.”

Northumberland’s represen-
tatives to the NNTC are Gail 
Haynie, Corinne Anthony and 
Kenny Eades, said Hull.

H E AT H S V I L L E — T h e 
Northumberland planning 
commission on November 19 
recommended bed and break-
fasts remain a conditional use 
throughout the county.

“They do need permits, and 
they do need to be answering to 
someone,” said Dover England, 
who said at the public hear-
ing he was speaking “directly” 
about a bed and breakfast adja-
cent to his property near Lodge 
Landing. He was the only 
member of the public to speak 
during a related hearing.

Bed and breakfasts in Nor-
thumberland are permitted 
by a conditional use permit, 
which involves a public hear-
ing before the board of super-
visors.

The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Department this week reported 
Ronald O’Neil Baker, 55, of Arbor Drive, Kilmarnock, has been 
identified as the victim of a fatal fire late on November 9. 

According to Investigator R. Brian O’Bier, identification was 
made through DNA analysis. 

O’Bier received the information in the early evening of 
November 16 and notified the family in person when it was pru-
dent to do so. 

The cause of the fire is undetermined as reported to him by the 
Virginia State Police fire investigator, said O’Bier.  Funeral arrange-
ments for Mr. Baker were not known at the time of the report.

Northumberland Sher-
iff Chuck Wilkins this week 
reported charges for four indi-
viduals.
Felonies

Jamie L. Blevins, 29, of 
Heathsville was charged 
November 20 with a capias 
for violating probation. This 
was issued from the Richmond 
County Circuit Court.
Misdemeanors

A Callao man, 48, was 
charged November 20 with 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol.

A Heathsville woman, 50, 
was charged November 21 
with trespassing.

A Heathsville man, 25, was 
charged November 22 with 
violating a protective order. 
This warrant was served by the 
Middlesex County Sheriff’s 
Office.
Assistance needed

The Northumberland 
County Sheriff’s Office seeks 
help in locating a John Deere 
2520 utility tractor taken from 
the Remo area. The tractor is 
suspected to have been taken 
during the last two weeks of 
October.

Report related information 
to investigator Ashby Allen, 
724-0592.

Fire victim identified
SHERIFF’S 

REPORT

Tourism commission board
membership lacks watermen

Planning commission vice 
chairman A.C. Fisher said 
he is disappointed by the 
absence of watermen on 
the 15-member Northern 
Neck Tourism Commission.

by Renss Greene

Northumberland planning commission 
recommends B&Bs remain conditional

Dover England said bed 
and breakfasts “need to be 
answering to someone.”

by Renss Greene “I don’t object to tourists, 
I want them,” England said. 
“The more tax they pay, the 
less I have to.”

Noting that only three bed 
and breakfast applications 
have been made in the last 
several years, the commission 
decided to leave the zoning 
law as it stands. It also recom-
mended the board of supervi-
sors consider including accred-
itation by the Bed & Breakfast 
Association of Virginia as a 
condition for bed and breakfast 
permits.

“That alleviates several 
aspects of trouble, if I under-
stand it correctly, as far as gen-
eral overall condition of the 
building, services rendered, 
bed bugs, and so on,” said 
commission vice chairman 
A.C. Fisher Jr.

KILMARNOCK—The Rappahannock Foun-
dation for the Arts on November 21 presented 
the Virginia Symphony Orchestra at the Lan-
caster Middle School Theater in Kilmarnock.

Benjamin Rous conducted the On Stage per-
formance. The orchestra played a mostly Amer-
ican-composer program, including several show 
tunes by Richard Rogers, Alan Silvestri, Jerry 
Brubaker, John Horner and John Williams; as 
well as pieces by Aaron Copland, Camille Saint-
Saens and Heitor Villa-Lobos.

“The audience was extremely appreciative 
and responded vigorously,” said RFA president 

Peggy Stalnaker. “The RFA thanks the season 
sponsor, Chesapeake Bank and Chesapeake 
Investment Group, and the program sponsor, 
Select Properties of Virginia, for helping make 
the program possible.”

The next RFA On-Stage production will 
feature the Artie Shaw Orchestra at 7:30 p.m. 
March 19 at the LMS Theater, 191 School 
Street, Kilmarnock.

Admission is by season subscription or $35 
for adults and $12 for students. Purchase tick-
ets at rappahannockfoundation.org, or call 438-
5555.

The Virginia Symphony, conducted by Benjamin Rous (left), played to an appreciative 
On Stage audience Saturday in Kilmarnock. The audience showed its appreciation 
with four standing ovations and several “Bravos.”  Photo by John Cann

Virginia Symphony Orchestra concert
earns overwhelming audience approval

Among the Tidewater Foun-
dation’s many community con-
tributions mentioned in a news 
release last week, a Boy Scout 
Troop was misidentified. Boy 
Scout Troop 222 was the recip-
ient of the recent contribution.

Correction

KILMARNOCK—The first 
Red Cross-sponsored Kilmarnock 
Joining Community Forces (JCF) 
meeting was held November 5 
at the River Counties Chapter, 
American Red Cross office in 
Kilmarnock.

The purpose of this meeting 
was to facilitate an open dialogue 
and networking between organiza-
tions that provide needed services 
to veterans, reported community 
volunteer Candee Pevahouse. 

Red Cross service to armed 
forces manager Patti Wilson wel-
comed some 19 attendees rep-
resenting 13 organizations. She 
shared details of the Red Cross 

programs to support the mili-
tary, which include Emergency 
Messages; Financial Assistance; 
Mental Health Workshops – 
Coping with Deployment and 
Reconnections; veterans support 
at Veterans Administration Medi-
cal Facilities and homeless veter-
ans’ outreach events.

Wilson also shared details for 
the Holiday for Heroes program 
in which Red Cross is collect-
ing toiletry items for deployed 
active-duty personnel and veteran 
patients. For information on any of 
these programs, contact Wilson at 
434-996-8618, or patti.wilson@
redcross.org. 

Pevahouse assisted with the 
meeting preparation. She also 
addressed Red Cross disaster pre-
paredness programs, Home Fire 
Preparedness and the Pillowcase 
Project.

The group discussed veterans’ 
needs in this area, said Pevahouse. 
Partiocipants indicated it would 
be beneficial to host a resource 
fair for area veterans in the future, 
possibly after a JCF meeting in the 
spring.

Those interested in this or simi-
lar meetings in the future are urged 
to contact Wilson, or Pevahouse, 
435-7669, or candee.pevahouse@
redcross.org.

Red Cross conducts veterans discussion

www.rrecord.com
classified
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High-Speed 
Internet Available 

Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula
Call Mike 

@ N.N.S.S.

(804) 450-4851

ALSO SHOP ON DECEMBER 5 ,  12  & 19  10 AM-4 PM

HOLIDAY GIFTS STOCKING STUFFERS

L O C A L  A U T H O R S  S I G N I N G  B O O K S

CRAFTS &  MORE!

BRING THIS AD AND RECEIVE 20% OFF ONE ITEM 

NOVEMBER 27 & 28

This winter… 
Let us be your pride and joy’s home 

away from home  
Conveniently located on the Eastern 

Branch of Carters Creek 
 Outdoor and heated indoor dry storage 

50-ton travel lift and 
9 feet at mean low water 

CUSTOM YACHT 
SERVICE

CUSTOM YACHT 
SERVICE

96 Seafood Lane in Irvington 
(804) 438-5563 

A Full Service Boatyard

From left, Darlene Oliver and Jody Hudson view the Poolside festivities at the Lancaster By the Bay Chamber of 
Commerce’s third annual Taste by the Bay: Wine, Food, Arts and Ale event Saturday at the Tides Inn in Irvington. 

Local flavor: 
Tasting the 

Chesapeake Bay

Jim Ball and Cheryl Nystrom, performing as Mercy Creek, tune up to play by the beach.

Rappahannock River Oyster Company (right), dishes out 

the half shell.

Moochie, of King William 
Alpacas, dines elegantly.

Oysters grown and displayed by the Tidewater Oyster 

unaware that they will be eaten by the end of the week.

Louann Croft gives a massage, compliments of the 
Tides Inn. Bon Secours Rappahannock General Hospital 
served as presenting sponsor. Other sponsors included 
Arton Products, Bank of Lancaster, Chesapeake Bank, 
Rappahannock Community College and Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury. Photos by Renss Greene

Caroline Barber displays a collection of chocolates, 
fudge, and other treats available for the holidays at 
Country Cottage in White Stone. A related slideshow 
may be viewed at www.RRecord.com.

Engaging individuals, strengthening community

For a monthly community calendar visit: www.nnconnection.org
A source for volunteerism

Christmas 
Greetings
Publishes December 23

Spread a little holiday cheer! 
Free FULL COLOR in your ad!

Letters to Santa Deadline
Monday, December 14 @ noon

editor@rapprecord.com

Advertising Deadline
Monday, December 14 @ 5 p.m.

mail@rapprecord.com
804-435-1701

News Deadline
Monday, December 21 @ noon

editor@rapprecord.com
fax: 804-435-2632
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STYLISH EYES
will be closed Nov. 26 & 

Nov. 27 to celebrate Thanksgiving.
ONE DAY SALE

Saturday, December 5, 9am–1pm

Pampered Chef & 
Longaberger

Christmas Open House 

Dec. 4, 5 & 6   10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
734 Academic Lane Heathsville in front of North’d Elem. 

Everyone cooks! Pampered Chef
makes cooking quick, easy and healthy!

Come see it all!

Longaberger Baskets, Wrought Iron & Pottery

Need a liner or protector? Bring your basket!

Cash & Carry (Door Prizes & Refreshments)
Free Shipping on orders

804-580-6978    Cell 804-761-6268

.

Wishing that the blessings of this 
Thanksgiving fil l your home and 

heart with joy and cheer.
“Happy Thanksgiving”

Cathy Rowe  804-436-2696
crowe@pleasantlife.com

4503 Irvington Road, Irvington, VA

Events by Edie
Thinking About a Holiday Party?

Be a guest at your own party...Work less and 
take the stress out of your holidays!

Our wide range of party and event services 
are personally tailored to your wishes.

Call today for your Free consultation.

Edie Jones Jett
Events Consultant
804-436-5510

4525 Irvington Road
Irvington, VA 22480

events@va.metrocast.net

We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

RYAN KENT
REGIONAL PRESIDENT

NMLS 790709
RYAN@PRICEMORTGAGEGROUP.COM

PHONE  l 804 724 3345

K I L M A R N O C K — L a n -
caster/Northumberland Habitat 
for Humanity (LNHFH) has a 
new executive director.

Effective January 1, 2016, 
Thomas Hemans of Lancaster 
will be responsible for the over-
all administration and opera-
tions of the affiliate, working 
with the board, staff, volunteers 
and donors to deliver adequate 
housing to deserving families. 

Hemans is currently the 
vice president of the execu-
tive board of directors, Boys 
& Girls Club of the Northern 
Neck.

“Tommy brings a wealth of 
experience and enthusiasm to 
the affiliate,” said Nan Flynn, 
president of LNHFH’s board of 
directors. “Because our opera-
tions are ongoing, we need the 
continuity that an executive 
director can bring to an all-
volunteer board.”

A New York native, Hemans 

is a graduate of Niagara Uni-
versity and has a Boys Clubs 
of America Certificate from 
New York University. Before 

coming to the Northern Neck, 
he was the executive director 
of the NYC Youth Board in the 
Office of the Mayor, and former 
executive director of the Public 
Schools Athletic League. 

He has consulted for Mobil 
Oil Corporation, Smithsonian 
Institute and New York State 
Parks. He also has organized 
events at Madison Square 
Garden, NY Mets Stadium, 
Yankee Stadium, the Arthur 
Ashe Tennis Center and Tavern 
on the Green in Central Park, 
New York.

To prove Hemans is not 
all work and no play, he was 
selected for a NYC high school 
All City Basketball First Team 
and elected to the Niagara 
University Basketball Hall of 
Fame, among other achieve-
ments.

Since moving with his family 
to the Northern Neck in 1996 
he has been the coordinator of 

the Closing the Gap Program, 
an advisory board member of 
the Northern Neck YMCA and 
former president of Mentor-
ing ONE to ONE among other 
leadership positions.

“I am pleased to have been 
selected by the board as its first 
executive director; and I’m 
eager to begin to address the 
challenges that must be met in 
order to continue the promi-
nence of LNHFH in its role as 
a most viable human resource 
in the Northern Neck commu-
nity,” said Hemans. 

As an affiliate of Habitat 
for Humanity International, 
LNHFH is engaged in improv-
ing the lives of neighbors and 
strengthening the community 
one home at a time. To learn 
more about Habitat or make 
a contribution, contact office 
manager Lauren Henry at 435-
3461, or habitat22482@gmail.
com.

Local Habitat for Humanity names 
Hemans its first executive director

KILMARNOCK—Some 
75 area Marines and guests 
gathered at the Indian Creek 
Yacht and Country Club 
November 10 to celebrate the 
240th anniversary of the U.S. 
Marine Corps. 

The Corps was first orga-
nized by a resolution of the 
Continental Congress in 
Philadelphia, Pa., on Novem-
ber 10, 1775.

The program opened with 
a prayer by Rabbi Thomas 
Neuman of Warsaw, reported 
Don Smith. Rabbi Neuman 
included in his prayer the 
names of seven area Marines 
who have died since the 
Marine birthday in 2014. 
Those Marines were Bud 
Bussells, Fred Cole, Wes 
Edwards, Albert Mumma, 
Dexter Rumsey, Dick Samu-
elvich and Mike Worsham, 
all residents of Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties. 

Bussells and Samuelvich 
were veterans of the Marine’s 
battle for Iwo Jima in 1945.

The program continued 
with the tradition of reading 
of the 13th commandant’s 
birthday message first pro-
mulgated in 1921 and then 
reading the message of Gen. 
Robert Neller, the 37th and 
current commandant of the 

K I L M A R N O C K — O n 
November 10, local Marines 
shared the 240th anniversary 
of the U.S. Marine Corps with 
family, friends and members of 
their sister services at Indian 
Creek Country Club.

Former Marine Bill Whitson 
was honored to escort Miss 
Agnes Lee, a patriot of “The 
Greatest Generation.”

In 1945, having completed 
study and certification as a 
registered nurse, Miss Lee vol-
unteered in the Army Nurse 
Corps, where she courageously 
ministered to tank burn victims, 
head and spinal cord injuries, 
and the broken and bent spirits 
of her fellow warriors, reported 
the Rev. Penny D. Cory, pastor 
of Kilmarnock United Method-
ist Church.

Thomas Hemans

Col. Christian Wortman

From left, Pete Ginocchio and “Rocket” Billy Ancarrow 
present the U.S. Marine Corps birthday cake.

Club welcomes new members

left are new members and their sponsors Carol Fleming, Lion president Al Fisher, Ed 
Rittenhouse, Hillary Blackwell, Lion secretary Mike Harwood, Acosta Reyes and Jack 
Sprague. 

Marines celebrate 240th anniversary

Marine Corps. 
The birthday messages 

were followed by remarks 
from the distinguished guest 
of the evening, Col. Chris-
tian Wortman, commanding 
officer of the Marine Corps 
Basic School at MCBase 
Quantico. Col. Wortman 
praised the young men and 
women who are at the basic 
school learning lessons of 
the past but with their eyes 
on the future as they hone 
their skills to be effective 
Marine officers. 

 Next, Pete Ginocchio and 

“Rocket” Billy Ancarrow, 
both of White Stone, escorted 
the Marine Corps birthday 
cake to the speaker’s stand. 
Tradition has it that the first 
piece of the cake is given to 
the distinguished guest, Col. 
Wortman; the second piece 
to the oldest Marine present, 
Calvin Demory of Lancaster. 
The third piece of cake was 
presented to the youngest 
Marine present, also Col. 

Wortman. 
During the ceremony, the 

attendees all rose and sang 
together the national anthem, 
“Eternal Father” and the 
Marine Corps Hymn under 
the direction of Linda Price 
of Weems and Tris Hyde of 
Lively. Denise Cromer of 
Lively played piano accom-
paniment for the singing.

Miss Agnes Lee joins celebration

From left are Miss Agnes Lee and Bill Whitson.

Some 70 years later, her 
sleep is occasionally haunted 
by the faces and suffering of her 
former patients, said Rev. Cory.

“Unfortunately, she is far from 
alone in realizing that the horrors 

of war do not end with the ces-
sation of  hostilities,” said Rev. 
Cory. “Former First Lieutenant 
Lee is but one of the scores of 
silent heroes who live and walk 
among us in quiet anonymity.”
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

For those of us sufficiently old to remember 
the Cold War, the term “domino theory” 

does not refer to a game of amusement, but 
rather to the fear that if any one country fell 
to communism, a domino effect would ensue, 
and others would follow suit. That concept 
was not original to the 1940s, but rather had a 
telling historical precedent.

In the 11th century, Western civilization 
faced an earlier form of the domino theory, 
that time not from a threat of communism, 
instead centered on the spread of Islam from 
the Middle East into Europe. During that 
period as maritime commerce was beginning 
to resurface after the long epoch of rural iso-
lation that characterized much of the Middle 
Ages, reports were coming back to Europe of 
aggression against Christian pilgrims making 
the lifetime journey to the Holy Land.

The bombshell that detonated the first 
domino theory came in 1071 when the 
Seljuk Turks defeated the army of the Byz-
antine Emperor in the Battle of Manziket in 
Asia Minor, what we today call the nation of 
Turkey. The siege of Manzikert proved that the 
Byzantine Empire, ruling the Eurasian space 
from Constantinople, modern-day Istanbul, 
could no longer be relied upon as the bolster 
against Turkish aggression towards Europe.

As that earlier version went, if Manziket 

could fall, then Constantinople could as well, 
to be followed by Vienna, Paris and ulti-
mately London, as the Turkish horde would 
spread across the continent. By 1095 that 
fear generated the Crusades, the movement 
whereby the West organized to push back the 
threatened assault in order to sustain Western 
civilization.  

The genesis of the Crusading Movement 
came with the address delivered by Pope 
Urban II to a church council at Clermont 
in France. His words inspired the political 
leaders of feudal Europe to pull together to 
advance across Europe, down through the 
Balkan Peninsula to Constantinople, over the 
Straits of the Bosporus and Dardanelles into 
Asia Minor and on to Jerusalem.

The Crusaders besieged the city in 1099, 
taking it after severe fighting, and then set-
ting up a new political entity, which was able 
to remain a presence in Palestine for nearly 
two centuries. Gradually, the Turkish forces 
regrouped, and the Crusaders retreated to the 
city of Acre on the Mediterranean coast, from 
which they departed in 1291. Two of their 
permanent legacies were the bringing to the 
West of Arabic numerals and the rediscovery 
of Aristotelian philosophy in the writings of 
the Muslim commentators, Averroes and Avi-
cenna.  

For 200 years they impeded that first 
domino theory from becoming reality, and 
thereafter from the Aegean island of Rhodes 
they further withstood the Turkish onslaught. 
In 1453, Constantinople fell to the Turks, thus 
ending the Eastern Roman Empire estab-
lished by the Emperor Constantine in the 
fourth century.  

In 1565, the historical successors of those 
early Crusaders defended the archipelago 
of Malta from Turkish naval attack, and six 
years later in 1571, a combined Western 
naval force destroyed the Turkish navy in 
the massive Battle of Lepanto off the coast 
of Greece. For the last four centuries, Turkey 
has not had a naval presence in the Mediter-
ranean Sea.  

After Lepanto, the threat became land-
based, culminating with the Siege of Vienna 
in 1683, when the city rested in the hands of 
the King of Poland, John Sobieski, who came 
down to Austria and drove the Turks back 
into the Balkan Peninsula where their legacy 
survives in pockets in each of the countries 
that emerged with the breakup of the former 
Yugoslavia. The Turks left in such haste that 
they did not take along their coffee or their 
chocolate, thereby allowing the Viennese to 
begin the use of those products in the West.

For three centuries, the West did not face 
Islamic aggression of that magnitude, now 
rampant once again in the form of terrorist 
forces able to infiltrate and besiege places at 
the heart of our civilization. Unlike the earlier 
domino theory, in our time its manifestation 
comes without borders or lines of defense, 
as with the ISIS attacks in Paris earlier this 
month. 

Dominoes falling in succession is an inter-
esting game to play, but its attendant histori-
cal metaphor should remain a factor in set-
ting political agendas, which are far from 
being a game. As President Eisenhower often 
reminded us by quoting the adage of the 
philosopher George Santayana, “Those who 
do not remember the past are condemned to 
relive it.”

In the 11th century, Western 
civilization faced an earlier 
form of the domino theory, 
that time not from a threat of 
communism, instead centered 
on the spread of Islam from 
the Middle East into Europe.

Focal Point

Don’t Blink: A staring contest between an 8-point buck and Chris Chainey of 
Ocran.

Photo by Garnett Fisher

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction or Fact from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr.
From humble beginnings on the Virginia shore 

some 397 years ago, Thanksgiving has evolved 
into an All-American celebration marked by reli-
gious observances, parades, football and feasting.

Anticipating the upcoming feast, I spent last 
Saturday at the Lancaster By the Bay Chamber 
of Commerce’s third annual Taste by the Bay: 
Wine, Food, Arts and Ale event, exercising my 
palate. 

Wine, craft beer and cider samples washed 
down tastings from six dining establishments and 
various food vendors. A variety of artisans, musi-
cal entertainment and maritime heritage attrac-
tions added to the flow. 

The weather cooperated and the event sold out. 
Hosts estimated over 1,100 folks attended the 
affair at the Tides Inn in Irvington. Bon Secours 
Rappahannock General Hospital served as the 
presenting sponsor.

Event chairman and Bon Secours Rappah-
annock General Hospital marketing manager 
Joanna Marchetti, chamber executive director 
Anne Paparella and Tides Inn general manager 
Gordon Slatford throw the best party.

I tasted my way through the Cove Room, 
Commodore’s, Poolside, the King Carter Room, 
the View Room, the Terrace, the Ashburn Room 
and the Virginia Room. Call me piggish if you 
will, gourmandizing suits me fine.

I sampled oyster stew from Rappahan-
nock Westminster-Canterbury of Irvington; 
chocolates from the Country Cottage of White 
Stone; Sesame on Parade party mix from The 
Nutman Company of  Stuart Draft; caramel 
apple flavored peanuts from Plantation Peanuts 
of Wakefield; she crab soup from the Tides Inn; 
chicken salad in a pastry cup from the Car Wash 
Cafe and Catering of Kilmarnock; Hells Bells, 
Devils Breath and El Loco varieties of Tommy’s 
Wicked Garden Salsa from Arcangels Creations 
of Bumpass; mini-stuffed sweet peppers from 
Newsome’s Restaurant and Catering of Burgess; 
Red Jalapeno Jelly from Cyndi’s Pepper Jelly 
of Weems; oyster stew from Byrd’s Seafood of 
Irvington; a raw oyster on the half shell from 
Rappahannock Oyster Co. of Topping, and a 
Stuffin Muffin from Merrior of Topping.

I tried multiple wines from Athena Vineyards 
and Winery of Glebe Point, Ingleside Vineyards 
of Oak Grove, Mattaponi Winery of Spotsylva-
nia, The Dog and Oyster Vineyard of Irvington, 
Good Luck Cellars of Kilmarnock, The Wil-
liamsburg Winery of Williamsburg, James River 
Cellars of Glen Allen, Barboursville Vineyards of 
Barboursville and General’s Ridge Vineyard and 

Winery of Hague.
I’m no sommelier, wine connoiseur or pundit. 

When it comes to wine-tastings, I’m usually the 
designated driver. But I gave it a look, a swirl, a 
sniff, a sip and a savor on Saturday and picked 
The Williamsburg Winery’s 2014 Petite Fluer as 
the Fiction or Fact favorite vintage for the day. 
It’s a sweet blend of Moscato Ottonel and Vidal 
Blanc developed by winemaker Matthew Meyer.

I’m no culinarian, chef or food critic, I just 
know what I like and I liked the thick, rich, 
creamy oyster stew Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury chef Aaron Beach was serving up in 
the Cove Room.

I liked it so much, I asked him for the recipe. 
In fact, I liked it so much, I asked him if I could 
share his recipe with you.

For a gallon of this scrumptious treat, you will 
need 3 cups of white onions, a quarter-cup of 
fresh chopped garlic, 2 quarts of seafood stock, 
two cups of juice from fresh oysters, 2 table-
spoons of Old Bay seasoning, 2 tablespoons of 
thyme leaves, 1 tablespoon of kosher salt, 1 table-
spoon of black pepper, 1 quart of heavy cream, 2 
pints of fresh shucked oysters and 2 cups of roux 
(flour and butter cooked).

Following Chef Beach’s method of prepara-
tion, dice the onions very small. Heat butter in 
a pot, saute the onions and garlic until onions 
are slightly brown. Add seafood stock, juice 
from oysters, thyme and Old Bay. Simmer for 
20 minutes. Add salt and pepper and continue to 
simmer. Start adding the roux a half cup at a time 
while stock is simmering—stir with a whip as 
you add the roux. Add oysters and simmer until 
the stew thickens and the oysters are cooked. 
Add the heavy cream and simmer for another 5 
minutes. Remove from heat and serve.

I recommend using Rappahannock River oys-
ters.

Beach’s stew and Meyer’s blend would go 
well with that leftover turkey sandwich from the 
Thanksgiving feast.

You know how I like it—oven-roasted breast 
meat, sliced thick, between two slices of white 
bread with a dab of butter, a dash of salt and 
pepper and a dollop of sauerkraut.

Place the sandwich in a ziplock plastic bag and 
drop it through the mail slot in the front door at 
the Rappahannock Record office, 27 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock. 

Although the office will be closed on Thanks-
giving Day, I will be checking the mail drop 
periodically.

Happy Thanksgiving.

Your ‘thanks giving’ Letters

Thanksgiving is approaching 
and this letter is to those of you in 
Reedville and surrounding areas 
who were so kind to help the vic-
tims of the house fire on Main 
Street this past summer. 

The firemen, Red Cross, 
businesses, those who donated 
financially, as well as those who 
donated clothing, food, and furni-
ture. The tent in front of the house 
was full thanks to you and purely 
a blessing for the family. 

There are so many to thank and 
the order doesn’t matter, if missed 
please accept a thank you for in 
your heart you know what you 
did. Thank you.

Cheryl and Skip McPherson,
Reedville

Fire victims blessed

The Northern Neck—Middle-
sex Free Health Clinic is thank-
ful, daily, for its loyal volunteers 
and dedicated donors. You make 
the clinic possible.

We thank our patients as well 
for their kindness and grace when 
they come to the clinic. A recent 
patient letter reflects this:

“Leadership is about integrity 
and service. That is what I found 
at the Free Clinic.

“I never thought I would ever 
need a free service. It is a long 
story to tell, but my circum-
stances forced me to request 
and be screened for services. It’s 
kind of a shame because I was 
an employer and job creator who 
once had it all.

“They not only provided me 
kind and excellent service but a 

Thankful 
for Free Clinic

friendly family atmosphere. Now 
it is time for me to use Medicare, 
and I wish they could accept 
it. I’m very sorry to lose them. 
Thank you so much to you all.” 

We sincerely thank you.
Jean Nelson,
Kilmarnock

I have so many reasons to be 
thankful this holiday season, but 
one at the top of the list is having 
the opportunity to meet and get 
to know so many wonderful resi-
dents and staff at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury.

Rhudy & Co. was hired as their 
marketing firm this summer, and 
I was given the awesome respon-
sibility of managing this account. 
I am blessed to call the Northern 
Neck area my part-time home 
and relish every opportunity or 
excuse to come down from Rich-
mond. 

You will see some of the warm 
and wonderful people I have met 
at RWC on billboards, in print ads 
and more. I hope you enjoy them 
as much as I do. 

RW-C is celebrating its 30th 
year, so we have 30 reasons to be 
thankful in 2015. Actually many 
more than 30, but who’s count-
ing?

Sande Snead, 
White Stone

Happy at RWC

YOUR LETTERS

As a loyal patron of the Lan-
caster Players, I was very disap-
pointed in the most recent play 
and agree whole-heartedly with 
a previous writer. I was look-
ing for an evening of enjoyment 
and laughter with friends and an 
out-of-town guest; but instead 
experienced an evening of disap-
pointment. 

When Spike, the character, 
removed all of his clothes except 
his briefs, I sat in shock. I thought 
it could get no worse, but I was 
wrong, because the obscene lan-
guage peppered the dialog in the 
play. 

I would have left during inter-
mission if I had not had an out-of-
town guest with me. I thought it 
would get better, but again I was 
wrong, it only got worse because 

Inform public
if plays contain
adult themes

Spike came downstairs in his 
briefs. The innuendos of the pro-
miscuity between Spike and the 
lead character was equally as dis-
tasteful. 

I believe if the playhouse puts 
on such a show that contains 
adult theme, then the playhouse 
needs to let the public know so 
we then have a choice to attend 
or not. 

Audrey Lowery,
Irvington

Let me see if I have this right:
 The administration is paying 

the Boeing Company about 
$3.5 billion to build a wall/fence 
between the U.S. and Mexico and 
between the U.S. and Canada in 
order to keep our friendly neigh-
bors from slipping into our coun-
try to work at jobs that our work-
ers don’t want, in hopes that it will 

American 
nightmare

also keep out terrorists, in spite of 
the fact all of the 9/11 terrorists 
flew in commercially with tourist 
visas because trying to slip across 
our borders was too dangerous, 
even under the old guards.

Now the administration is 
inviting 10,000 Muslim refugees 
to come here from a country that 
is an acknowledged enemy of the 
U.S., and is home to ISIS--it’s in 
their name: The Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria, ignoring the 100% 
probability that those 10,000 
Muslim immigrants provide the 
ideal process for Muslim sleeper 
terrorist entry.

As Mark Twain remarked: 
“Suppose you were an idiot, and 
suppose you were a member of 
Congress; but I repeat myself.”

 Yes, I know this is an admin-
istration action, but if you, Con-
gress, allow this, then you are all 
idiots.

Rob Ransone,
Pittsboro, N.C.

The Historyland Community 
Workshop annual holiday ben-
efit sale is over. I’m sure it was a 
success because many members 
contributed much time, money 
and effort in creating great items 
toward that end. This member-

ship is the backbone of each 
sale, and is indispensable. Be 
proud. 

Just “getting the word out” 
involves a lot of people: Robert 
and Sara and whoever proofs my 
copy at that Record; Shirley and 
Don at H&S Printing who pro-
duce our posters; and Sandra at 
Creative DeSIGNS who keeps 
our banner up to date. 

William at Farm & Home and 
Francine at Tri-Star provide gift 
certificate, and Patricia at Styl-
ish Eyes and William at Farm & 
Home advertise our sale on their 
street-side signs. 

Not to be overlooked are our 
radio friends, Bill Madden at 
Bay 101, who is new here from 
Florida and Ron Jeffries of 
WIGO who fearlessly allow me 
to talk about Historyland each 
year before the sale. 

We certainly thank Grace 
Episcopal Church for allowing 
us to set up shop in Grace House 
this year-it’s a grand space with 
good parking. We could not be 
happier. 

As always, we appreciate our 
returning customers and our 
new ones, too. Your participation 
validates our continuing efforts 
toward supporting scholarships 
for local high school graduates. 

I would be remiss if I did not 
acknowledge, although post-
humously, W. Garland Clarke. 
Many years ago “Buddy” drew 
up the papers for some of our 
early members, establishing the 
fledging charitable group which 
became “Historyland Commu-
nity Workshop 501C.3.”

Luci York,
Kilmarnock       

Many contributed



RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD A7

Paid for and authorized by Bonnie J. D. Haynie

I want to say thank you to the 
citizens of Lancaster County for the 

opportunity to serve as your Treasurer 
for the next four years.  Your support 
and confidence is much appreciated.

Bonnie J. D. Haynie

I would like to express a 
heartfelt “Thank You” to all 

those who supported and 
contributed to my campaign. 

I truly appreciated all the 
effort! Have a happy and 

safe Holiday Season.

Mike Bedell
Paid for and authorized by Mike Bedell

Do you remember?
This 1959 photograph shows the ferry Virginia making one of its last runs on the 
Rappahannock River, prior to the opening of the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge. 
It is believed that the ferry is still in use as a spare on the Jamestown/Surry run, said 
Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public 
service of the Kilmarnock Museum.   

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the November 24, 1905, 

issue of the Virginia Citizen)

 Entertainment At Molusk
The Red of Molusk are going to have an enter-

tainment in the Hall on Thanksgiving night consist-
ing of an oyster supper, a lecture by T. J. Downing 
and an old fashion dance. The public is cordially 
invited. Doors open at 6 p.m. Supper from 6:30 to 
8, at 40 cents each or 75 cents for two. Free admis-
sion to dance hall and lecture; refreshments will 
be sold. The lady managers and a special commit-
tee of brothers are making ample preparations to 
accommodate all who favor us with their presence. 

Lively
G. E. Lewis and Henry Chilton, of Millenbeck, 

were here on Saturday on business.
Miss Ada Barker has been suffering for some 

time with tonsillitis, but now is improving.
T. J. Clarke was in Molusk one day last week on 

business.
T. J. Eubank, of Broun’s Store, is having a large 

boat loaded in Western Branch.
We gladly welcome our new neighbors, Mr. and 

Mrs. Richard Savin, who but recently took up their 
abode here.

Clarence Barrack, who went to Baltimore some 
time ago for medical treatment, has returned much 
improved.

Mrs. Minnie Dodson and children, of Millen-
beck, spent Saturday and Sunday visiting rela-
tives.

Irvington
Go to court today and join in the tree 

planting.
W. C. Thompson bought a $55 Jersey cow 

from George Wagenen last week.
John Ransone, of Molusk, dropped in 

Tuesday to pay printing bill of Mohican 
Tribe.

Mrs. L. M. Irving is in Baltimore, having 
undergone a successful surgical operation.

Little Henrietta Damerel is visiting 
her grandmother, Mrs. Wm. Talley, near 
Brookvale.

The Chesapeake Academy will observe 
Thanksgiving on Friday next.

 Kilmarnock
G. B. Holbrook, who came here from 

Maine and started up a butcher establish-
ment, is with his family stopping at the 
home of W. B. Demby.

Mrs. H. J. Edmonds has returned home 
after a delightful visit to Baltimore.

Mrs. Nellie Hutchinson was a welcome 
caller at Mrs. W. R. Demby’s last Thursday.

W. E. Cox, of Hotel Eubank, has been 
quite sick for a week.

John Waters is putting his property 
recently bought from James E. Brent in good 
order.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volun-
teer of the Mary Ball Washington Museum 
and Library)

At Thanksgiving I was think-
ing of the many things for which 
we should be thankful in our 
homes and across our great land. 
Things came to mind such as 
family and health and a strong 
sense of community. 

I also contemplated how 
fairness and justice have to be 
counted among the 
highest. Whether 
it be in a game of 
football or in a 
courtroom, where 
parties are clashing and vying 
for a resolution to their particular 
concerns, a guiding rule of fair-
ness and justice is required. 

Fairness is the cornerstone, the 
bedrock of our justice system. 
It should be what we strive for. 
Ultimately, it is the essence of 
what our citizenry expects from 
our legal system as well. The 
idea of justice and fairness has 
always been a theme in the lives 
of the American people, buried 
in their psyche and counted 
upon every day. It is the standard 
by which all persons demand to 
be judged. 

Our founding fathers real-
ized how crucial justice (the 
vehicle of fairness) was to avoid 
the tyranny they escaped when 
moulding the laws of their new 
world. They knew it was para-

Be thankful for fairness and justice

Community 
Comments

by Robert Cunningham
Lancaster County
Commonwealth’s Attorney

mount to avoid the capricious-
ness of a monarchy where the 
crown wielded absolute power. 
To accomplish this, they planted 
justice firmly in the Constitution.

These architects formed their 
new government in their new 
land with a vision of justice 
for “We, The People.” They 
gave authority to that vision by 
forming three branches of gov-
ernment to ensure a system of 
checks and balances at the high-

est levels. It was mon-
umental and simple. 
They gave justice the 
weight and power of 
the executive and leg-

islative branches, no more, no 
less, the same. 

The standard was set by our 
founding fathers and has applied 
since. Following those founding 
days there have been many bat-
tles over right and wrong, justice 
and injustice, and times when 
justice held her head high or 
low. However, there has always 
remained the constancy and 
standard struck in the Constitu-
tion that justice will be.

The American people know 
and depend on this idea of justice 
and fairness. They expect it to be 
so integrated that it is carried out 
every day without arbitrariness, 
without coups, without regime 
change that we see in too many 
countries and with the stability 
and absoluteness guaranteed to 
all in the U.S.

This Thanksgiving we have 
much for which to be thankful, 
and living in a country that holds 
justice and fairness so high is 
one of them.

Del. Margaret Ransone on 
November 18 joined other 
Republican leaders in Virginia 
calling for Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe to block the settlement of 
Syrian refugees in the Com-
monwealth.

In August and Septem-
ber, President Barack Obama 
and Secretary John Kerry 
announced significant policy 
changes that increased the cap 
to allow 100,000 Syrian refu-
gees into the U.S.

“In the wake of the recent 
events in Paris and direct threats 
on the U.S., Gov. McAuliffe 
should block the settlement of 
Syrian refugees in Virginia,” 

Del. Ransone joins efforts to block the
settlement of Syrian refugees in Virginia

said Del. Ransone. “Recently, 
we have learned that ISIS plans 
to exploit the refugee system 
to conduct terrorist activity 
here in the United States, and 
in fact, at least one of the ter-
rorists who was involved in the 
Paris attacks posed as a refugee 
to travel into France.

“My communications with 
numerous parents and combat 
veterans in the district, coupled 
with the FBI’s reports that say 
there are gaps in the screening 
process highlight why our first 
priority should be the safety of 

our Virginia families and our 
borders,” said Del. Ransone. 

She joins several other law-
makers in Virginia and over 30 
governors across the U.S. in 
calling for a halt of incoming 
Syrian refugees. Republicans 
in the House of Delegates have 
committed to putting forth leg-
islation in the upcoming Gen-
eral Assembly Session to pro-
hibit the use of state resources 
to aid in the re-settlement 
operations within the Com-
monwealth if no action is taken 
by Gov. McAuliffe.

Former New Jersey police 
detective James Fitzgerald will 
present  “Support Your Local 
Police and Keep Them Inde-
pendent” at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
December 2, at the Hampton 
Inn, Gloucester. The event is 
open to the public. Admission 
is $5. 

The John Birch Society cre-
ated the “Support Your Local 
Police and Keep Them Inde-
pendent” (SYLP) action proj-
ect.

Fitzgerald will document 
the history of peace officers 
in America, including the vital 
role they hold in protecting 
the Republic form of govern-
ment four ounders created in 
1787. He also will explain the 
war on police, expose who is 
behind it, and offer solutions.

Fitzgerald is the national 
director of field activities for 
The John Birch Society. He 
spent eight years as a plain-
clothes detective in Newark in 
the 1960s before joining the 
staff of JBS. He is currently on 
tour across the country deliver-
ing this presentation.

John Birch 
Society speaker
will discuss 
war on police

Need a 
Gift Idea?
Online & Paper 

Subscriptions . . .
What a great idea!
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The Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Neck is grateful to all who 
attended, supported and contributed to the success of our fourth 

annual Steak & Burger dinner. You have all helped us make a 
difference in the lives of the youth that we serve and we thank you!

GREAT FUTURES START HERE.

Christmas is the perfect time to give the Rappahannock Record
to family and friends far and near, The Gift that comes “all through the year.”

One call does it all !
Just call 804-435-1701 ext. 16, go to rrecord.com 

Environmental journalist 
Bud Ward of the Yale Climate 
Connections will lead a discus-
sion of the 2015 United Nations 
Conference on Climate Change 
at the Citizens Climate Lobby 
(CCL) meeting December 1, 
at the Northumberland Public 
Library.

The meeting will begin at 7 
p.m. at the library,  7204 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Heaths-
ville.

Ward will describe the world-
wide actions leading up to the 
Paris conference and the prob-
lems in achieving the goals 
of the conference, reported 

CCL publicity coordinator Jay 
Walker.

The UN Conference objective 
is to achieve binding and univer-
sal agreement on climate from 
all the nations of the world.  

All are invited to attend this 
discussion. Refreshments will 
be served. 

Rep. Rob Wittman on November 19 voted 
in favor of the American Security Against 
Foreign Enemies (SAFE) Act of 2015 (H.R. 
4038), a measure that would halt admission 
of refugees into the U.S. from Syria and Iraq 
until Congress has received unanimous cer-
tif ication from the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, the Director of the FBI, and the 
Director of National Intelligence that those 
refugees do not pose a threat.

The legislation passed with strong biparti-
san support in the House of Representatives 
by a vote of 289-137.

“The American people are the most gener-
ous people in the world,” said Rep. Wittman. 
“We have always welcomed the oppressed 
and downtrodden to our shores with open 

arms. But there is no reason for our gen-
erosity to become a vulnerability. ISIS has 
specifically endorsed acts of terror against 
the U.S. and said that it will use the refugee 
resettlement program to position terrorist 
operatives in our midst.

“Last week’s brutal attacks in Paris are a 
somber reminder of what can happen when 
the enemy is within the gates. This bill puts a 
hold on refugee resettlement in the U.S. and 
increases the standards of the screening pro-
cess so that we can make sure we’re meeting 
our first priority: protecting American lives. 
We are fighting a battle that pits liberty and 
equality against oppression and fear, and 
that is a battle we cannot afford to lose. ISIS 
must be destroyed.”

First District Rep. Wittman 
votes to keep Americans safe

Environmental journalist Bud Ward
will discuss climate conference Dec. 1

Help answer some very special

“Christmas Wishes”

Since 1986, we’ve raised over $1 million
in cash and gifts for the Middle Peninsula &

Northern Neck’s most needy kids!

Listen to 105.5 WRAR 
and River Country 107.5

Tuesday, Dec. 1st


