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Gov. Terry McAuliffe shucks an oyster in place of cutting a ribbon to celebrate the 
grand opening of the Virginia Oyster Trail. The ceremony was held November 9 at the 
Tides Inn. From left in both photos are Deputy Secretary of Natural Resources Russ 

Baxter, Gov. McAuliffe and Virginia First Lady Dorothy McAuliffe. Gov. McAuliffe also 
announced a $35,000 matching grant to help the Northern Neck Planning District 
Commission market the trail. More coverage appears on page C8. Photos by Renss Greene

The Boys & Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck on November 

4 hosted the fourth annual Steak & 
Burger fundraising dinner. More than 
300 supporters, community leaders 
and selected youth members attended 
the event.

Guest speaker Rohan Murphy told 
how he overcame overwhelming odds 
to succeed beyond all his expecta-
tions, reported board member Paula 
McNulty. Rohan’s message was that 
anyone can overcome adversity, suc-
ceed in life goals and have a bright 
future if they work hard and make the 
right choices.  

 The former Penn State varsity 
wrestler and 2006 IPC World Power-
lifting Bronze medalist—who has no 
legs—delivered a powerful address 
that described his own ability to dig 
deep within one’s self to find the will 
to win. 

Murphy spoke to the audience on 
his central motivational theme—that 
we can all choose how we approach 
challenges.

“In life, you have the choice of 
being average, good or great,” said 
Murphy. “Always choose to be great!” 

The audience included the club’s 
three Youth of the Year candidates who 
were introduced and spoke briefly. 
The three semi-finalists are Shy-niece 
Sutton,  Elijah Morris and Deshay 
Smith.

The local winner will be announced 
in January and compete in the state-
wide competition to be held in Rich-

Boys & Girls Club event 
inspires young and old

Rohan Murphy demonstrates how he learned to do pushups and 
walk on his hands at an intensive wrestling camp during his school 
days. More photos appear at RRecord.com. Photo by Renss Greene

Motivational speaker Rohan 
Murphy shares his thoughts on 
overcoming disability. Photo by 
Renss Greene

mond next April. 
The William H. Knull Jr. Award for 

Community Service was presented 
to Hazel Farmer of Irvington, a 
senior vice president at Bank of Lan-
caster. Farmer has taken an active role 
in the community over the past four 
decades and has served with numer-
ous civic and charitable organizations. 
She is a director and treasurer of the 
Lancaster County Virginia Education 
Foundation and a tutor with Lancaster 
schools.

She is a member of Irvington Bap-
tist Church, where she has been youth 
director for 15 years. Farmer also was 
a key member of the team that created 

the infrastructure for Bright Futures 
Bank at Lancaster Middle School.

“Hazel Farmer has made an enor-
mous contribution to this community 
for four decades,” said club president 
Donna Anderson. “Among our youth, 
she practically wrote the book on 
financial literacy and responsibility.”

“Hazel is the perfect recipient of 
the Knull Award,” Anderson contin-
ued. “She is a testament to establish-
ing the role of banks in serving all 
sectors of the community, and has 
helped make so many Northern Neck 
teens into financially responsible 
adults and productive members of the 
community.”

The Knull Award, named after Wil-
liam H. Knull Jr., a founding direc-
tor of the Boys & Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck, is presented annually 
to Northern Neck residents who have 
distinguished themselves by unselfish 
service to God, country and commu-
nity, while providing services for the 
betterment of youth. 

The Steak & Burger Dinner is 
an annual event in which selected 
club members host supporters and 
community leaders in an informal 
setting. The adult guests eat ham-
burgers, while the members eat 
steak. The purpose is to honor the 
youth members and give supporters 
an opportunity to interact with them 
over dinner.

The event was held at the club’s 
recreational facilities, 517 North Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

KILMARNOCK—An early contract renewal 
for Lancaster school superintendent Steven Parker 
drew questions at the Lancaster school board meet-
ing Monday, November 9.

After a closed session at the October 12 meeting, 
the school board voted 3-0 to extend Parker’s con-
tract by one year and give him up to $12,000 toward 
tuition. Parker is currently completing his doctorate 
in education at Virginia Tech.

Parker said the school board’s attorney, Patrick 

Lacy, advised the school board that Parker would 
need to resign and be reinstated to be given a longer 
contract. Under school board policy, a superinten-
dent’s first term must be between two and three 
years long, with subsequent terms not longer than 
four years. Parker’s original contract ran from July 
1, 2014, to June 30, 2017.

The school board called a special meeting Octo-
ber 19 and entered into closed session again. When 
they emerged, the board voted to accept Parker’s 
resignation and reinstate him with a new contract. 
The new contract lasts until 2019 and includes up 

to $12,000 per year for two years. No other benefits 
have changed. Parker said he is seeking scholar-
ships to help pay for tuition, rather than rely on the 
money from the board of supervisors.

“Why wouldn’t the contract renewal or the exten-
sion of the contract have come up under the regu-
lar meeting agenda?” asked Weems resident C. D. 
Hathaway at the school board meeting November 9, 
calling the process un-transparent.

“It’s the school board’s choice,” said board 
member Robert Smart.

Under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act, 

the school board may go into closed session to dis-
cuss certain personnel matters, but is not required 
to do so.

“I felt it was best that we be able to talk freely 
with the superintendent about his contract, and 
that’s what we did in closed session,” Westbrook 
said.

Although Parker’s first contract was set to 
last until 2017, Westbrook said the school board 
decided to act before the November elections, since 

Superintendent’s contract renewal draws questions
by Renss Greene

CONTRACT, continued on page A2

Virginia Oyster Trail opens with oyster-shucking ceremony
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Lancaster school superintendent Steven Parker listens 
to questions about a rushed renewal of his contract.

a school board cannot make those 
decisions between the time of 
elections and when new school 
board members take office in 
January.

“We didn’t have a sense of 
urgency, we had a sense of obli-
gation to show him how much 
we appreciate what he’s doing,” 
Westbrook said, “to give him a 

four-year contract instead of wait-
ing to the end of his contract.”

Westbrook said the new con-
tract is intended to give Parker a 
sense of stability and reward him 
for his work so far.

“We are very pleased with his 
performance, very pleased with 
him all around, and we wanted to 
show him that,” Westbrook said.

LOTTSBURG—Principal 
Michael Ransome on Monday 
reported that Northumberland 
Middle School had substantial 
growth for all students in Stan-
dards of Learning (SOL) test 
scores.

During a school board meet-
ing Monday night, Ransome 
said students had been especially 
deficient in the English category 
in past years, especially with 
black students at 53% and a state 
required score of 75%.

During his first year as prin-
cipal in the 2014-15 term, Ran-
some said teachers stepped up 
their emphases on the subject 
and incentives were added, such 
as after-school activities which 
culminated in a trip to Kings 
Dominion for students who were 
successful in meeting goals.

“Black scores went from 53% 
to 60%,” he said. “We missed our 
goal of 62% by just 2%.”

The improvement reflected on 
the school’s cumulative score of 
74.46%, barely missing the 75% 
required.

“This is going to make us work 
even harder,” Ransome said. 

“I’m proud of all our teach-
ers,” said board member Gerald 
Howard. He credited students, 
the schools and the school board 
for the improvements.
Cursive writing

During the public comments, 
one citizen asked if the schools 
were teaching cursive writing. 
“I have concern over kids who 
can’t sign their own signature,” 
she said. Children are growing up 
unable to read cursive, she added. 

Several teachers confirmed 
students are supposed to learn 
cursive writing in the second and 

Contract renewal
continued from page A1

NMS test scores improving
by Audrey Thomasson

WHITE STONE—The White 
Stone Town Council took the 
next step in a downtown revi-
talization project last Thursday, 
voting unanimously, 5-0, to have 
town manager Patrick Frere 
negotiate with a design firm.

Following an executive ses-
sion, councilman William 
Hubbard introduced a motion 
to direct Frere to negotiate 
with PMA Architecture of 
Newport News and its associ-
ates Bowman Consulting and 
Community Futures. Irving 
Brittingham seconded the 
motion and Hubbard, Brit-
tingham and council members 
Joe Sliakis, Kelli Blankenship 
and David Jones also voted in 
favor. Council members Blair 
Kenyon and Jennifer Hodges 
were absent. 

According to Frere, the 
state Department of Housing 
and Community Development 
(DHCD) signed contracts for 
the planning grant Novem-
ber 1, which allowed the town 
to proceed with choosing a 
design firm. Council will have 
a public “kickoff ” meeting as 
a requirement of the Commu-
nity Development Block Grant 
Planning Grant application. 
The informational session will 
be a part of council’s Decem-
ber 3 meeting. 

“The application process is 
very similar [to the one we’ve 
done],” said Frere. “There 
are the same public meeting 
requirements but [the process] 
is not as big as what we had to 
do last time.”

third grades, but that it isn’t being 
addressed.

Board chairman Richard Saxer 
noted that cursive will not be rel-
evant in the digital age. 

Shauna McCranie, director of 
gifted education, said she started 
a “cursive club” that meets after 
school. However, the school does 
not provide transportation home 
for participants, she added. 
Academic warnings

In other business, the board 
approved revisions to the aca-
demic standards for athletes that 
will require warning notification 
when an athlete has a “D” in a 
subject and five days to improve 
a failing grade before they are 
barred from competing in a game 
or match. 

“We are giving them opportu-
nities to correct their mistakes...
by retaking tests...,” said high 
school principal Dr. Travis Burns. 
Putting the emphasis on educa-
tion, Burns said an athlete with 
failing grades will no longer rep-
resent the school.

Howard noted the revisions 
should apply to all after-school 
activities.
Vacation days

Members also approved addi-
tional vacation days for 10-, 11-, 
and 12-month contract employ-
ees over the 2015 Christmas holi-
days. Currently, those employees 
are required to report to work two 
days during the two-week break 
although the facilities are closed.

The vote was 3-1 with member 
Betty Christopher opposed 
because she felt someone needed 
to check on the schools. Dean 
Sumner did not attend the meet-
ing. A permanent adjustment 
was tabled for the 2016 incoming 
board to decide.

Grants pursuit continues
White Stone online

After more than a year of discussion among resi-
dents, businesses and council, White Stone will be 
promoted on the web.

The White Stone Business Association has started 
a Facebook page and website. Jeff Cherry, owner of 
Allure Art Center, will manage the website. 

Addressing town council on November 5, Cherry 
noted there are currently 60 businesses listed. He 
anticipates 70 to appear with name and information 
on the website. 

Although the website is still under development 
it is “live” during the process and can be viewed at 
www.visitwhitestoneva.com, he said. The Facebook 
page can be found by searching Visit White Stone VA.

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

This application does not 
require housing surveys, which 
was required for the CDBG the 
town is pursuing for residential 
rehabilitation and public sewer. 
There are two key components 
left for that project, said Frere. 
One is a $750,000 grant appli-
cation to the Department of 
Environmental Quality and 
the other a $2.6 million grant/
loan application to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Rural 
Development. 

Representatives from both 
departments will meet with 
town council members, Frere 
and the town’s engineering 
firm, Bowman Consulting, at 
10 a.m. Tuesday, November 17,  
at the Town Office, 433 Rap-
pahannock Drive, White Stone. 

The town also submitted a 
grant application to the DHCD 
on October 1 for the purchase 
and remodel of the former 
White Stone Event Center. 
The town plans to rename the 

old school building the White 
Stone Cultural and Commerce 
Center and use it as a regional 
tourism center and trail head-
quarters for the artisan, oyster, 
bike and wine trails in the 
Northern Neck. The center 
would also include a senior 
center element. 

According to Frere, lead and 
asbestos inspections still have 
to be completed and an archi-
tect needs to review the ramp 
to ensure it complies with the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act. 

“Once those three things are 
done, I think the PAR (prelimi-
nary architects report) will be 
approved,” said Frere. 

Council also unanimously 
appointed John C. Taliaferro, 
Richard M. Davis, Sterling 
Caudle and Donald R. Elbourn 
to staggering terms on the board 
of zoning appeals. Melinda S. 
George will serve as an alter-
nate until August 2021. 

High-Speed 
Internet Available 

Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula
Call Mike 

@ N.N.S.S.

(804) 450-4851
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17th Annual Boot Sale:
Saturday Nov. 14th

one day only!
Extended store hours 9-4

Store wide savings 10-50% Off
Best prices of the year

All Workboots 15% Off  Redwing, Irish 
Setter, Wolverine, Georgia, Justin & Ariat

All Western Boots 20% Off
Dansko Shoes 15% Off

Carhartt Clothing 10% Off
And Much, Much More!!

Also the Redwing Boot & Ariat Boot Sales 
Representatives will be on hand to assist 

T-Town Tack’s Famous  BRUNSWICK STEW 
samples to try and quarts for sale to take home!

T-TOWN TACK
WORK AND WESTERN WEAR

You Have a Voice. 
Please Share It and Help Preserve 

Our Coastal Heritage.

NoTowers.org

Dominion Power has proposed to replace the existing power cables that run alongside the Robert O. 

Norris Bridge across the Rappahannock River between Lancaster and Middlesex counties. The new 

steel and concrete towers will loom high above the bridge, introducing navigation hazards and a jarring 

intrusion into our scenic, open water.

This “taking” of our scenic assets will have a direct impact on the economic strength of our communities. 

The natural beauty of our area is our calling card to boaters, visitors, and home buyers.

The Lancaster and Middlesex County Boards of Supervisors, along with town councils in Kilmarnock, 

Irvington and Urbanna, oppose the project as do owners of 60 local businesses.

I 04- 77-

 

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett this 
week reported charges against 
eight individuals.
Felonies

Jeremy D. Waddy, 27, of the 
300 block of Fleets Bay Road 
was charged November 7 with 
felony violation of probation.
Misdemeanors

A Mary Ball Road resident, 
27, was charged November 3 
with contempt of court. 

A Reedville resident, 36, 
was charged November 3 with 
public drunkenness.

A Regina Road resident, 26, 
was charged November 5 with 
probation violation.

A Weems Road resident, 19, 
was charged November 6 with 
credit card fraud.

An Old Salem Road resi-
dent, 44, was charged Novem-
ber 7 with nonsupport.

A Regina Road resident, 40, 
was charged November 8 with 
contempt of court.

A 24-year-old man, of no 
fixed address, was arrested 
November 9 by Petersburg 
authorities on several charges, 
including an outstanding Lan-
caster County warrant for 
assault and battery.
Activity report

November 2: Staff 
responded with the Kilmar-
nock Police Department (KPD) 
to a missing person incident on 
North Main Street (the miss-
ing adult was located about 20 
minutes later and was picked 
up by a family member), to 
a disturbance call between 
neighbors in the 1700 block 
of Rocky Neck Road, and 
with KPD to a juvenile mental 
health emergency at the com-
munity hospital.

November 3: Staff 
received a commercial bur-
glary report from the 300 block 
of Chesapeake Drive (cash box, 
cash; $150 loss), responded to 
a disorderly conduct complaint 
involving a possible mental 
health emergency on Method-
ist Church Road (subject was 
gone on arrival), notified Vir-
ginia State Police (VSP) of a 
hit-and-run traffic complaint 
made by a Summers Lane 
resident, encountered subjects 
parked at the Hickory Hollow 
Nature Trail after park closing 
time and advised the subjects to 
vacate the property, responded 
to a noise violation complaint 
in the 400 block of Greentown 
Road, and intercepted on East 
Church Street a possible sui-
cidal subject reported by Nor-
thumberland authorities.

November 4: Staff 
responded to a man with a gun 
complaint in the 400 block of 
Greentown Road (complaint 
made by a subject with known 
mental health issues), noti-
fied Middlesex authorities of a 
medical emergency on Jamaica 
Shore Drive, responded to the 
area of Windmill Point Road 
and Cypress Lane to check on 
the well-being of the driver of 
vehicle reported being left over-
night in a field (no emergency 
services needed), responded to 
a White Stone medical office 
on a report of a patient seeking 
medical care for an assault that 
occurred the previous night 
(subject declined to provide 
information to the officer), 
responded to a domestic distur-
bance on Bunkhouse Lane, and 
responded to a mental health 
emergency in the 2300 block 
of River Road.

November 5: Staff 
responded with the White 
Stone Police Department 
(WSPD) to Chesapeake Drive 
on a complaint of violation of 
a protective order (restrained 
subject not yet served), 
received a walk-in complaint of 
wood debris being piled upon a 
family gravesite in the area of 
Peirces and Morattico Roads, 
and responded to a domestic 
disturbance in the 400 block of 
White Chapel Road.

November 6: Staff 
checked on the well-being of a 
Keep Safe program participant 
after pre-arranged telephone 
contact could not be made (no 
emergency services needed), 
received a weapons violation 
report from the school board 
office (no further information 
released at this time due to the 
nature of the investigation), 
responded to a residential 
burglary call on Chesapeake 
Drive (civil incident between 
tenants), to a domestic dis-
turbance on Earl Drive, to a 

destruction of property com-
plaint and violation of a pro-
tective order on Chesapeake 
Drive (no criminal incident in 
either matter; the protective 
order has expired), to the area 
of River and Slabtown roads 
on a complaint of a suspicious 
male on church property for 
more than two hours (subject 
was gone on arrival), received 
a walk-in complaint for a 
protective order and a resi-
dential burglary report (order 
issued by the magistrate; cash, 
damage to property, $190 
loss), responded with KPD 
to a domestic destruction of 
property complaint on James 
B. Jones Highway, and to a 
domestic disturbance in the 
2600 block of Irvington Road.

November 7: Staff 
responded to a trespass com-
plaint in the 13000 block of 
Mary Ball Road, to a possible 
domestic disturbance in the 
area of Fourth Street and Gill 
Road as reported by Middlesex 
authorities (unfounded com-
plaint), notified Northumber-
land authorities of a reported 
reckless/drunk driver in the Bur-
gess area, responded to an open 
residential door on Rocky Neck 
Road (residence being remod-
eled), with VSP to a two-vehicle 
traffic crash on James Wharf 
Road, to an assault complaint 
in the 6000 block of Windmill 
Point Road (victim declined to 
prosecute), staged at Crab Point 
Road and at Creekview Drive 
on a report of a sailboat afire 
in the middle of Carters Creek 
(USCG Milford Haven, Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission 
and Smith Point Sea Rescue 
responded; two persons from the 
boat made it to shore near Crab 
Point Road; no injuries reported; 
WSVFD responded as well).

November 8: Staff 
responded to a domestic dis-
turbance/domestic trespass 
complaint in the 900 block of 
Christ Church Road, notified 
the game warden of a com-
plaint of the illegal dumping 
of game animal carcasses on 
private property on Cherry 
Point Drive, received a larceny 
report from the 5800 block 
of Rivers Landing Terrace 
(money box, cash; $85 loss), 
responded to a domestic dis-
turbance on Bunkhouse Lane, 
responded with VSP to check 
on the well-being of a Hale 
Drive resident at the request of 
a family member (complain-
ant reported another family 
member was at the residence 
and may be armed; no emer-
gency services or weapons 
violation involved).

November 9: Staff 
responded with KPD to a 
domestic disturbance on James 
B. Jones Highway, to an assault 
complaint on Greentown Road, 
to a mental health emergency 
on West Point Road, to assist 
Northumberland authorities 
near Courthouse and Beanes 
roads to intercept a domestic 
assault in a vehicle, received 
from an accounting firm a 
complaint of a fraudulent 
check drawn on an Irvington 
area client’s account (com-
plainant advised of the need 
to file the report with the juris-
diction where the check was 
tendered), received a residen-
tial burglary report from an 
Ottoman Ferry Road resident 
(X Box game system; $300 
loss), and responded to a child 
custody/welfare dispute on 
Yorkshire Drive (Department 
of Social Services notified of 
nature of the complaint).

November 10: Staff 
responded to a trespass com-
plaint in the 5900 block of 
Morattico Road (unable to 
make contact with the com-
plainant or locate any per-
sons in the reported area), to 
a domestic trespass complaint 

KILMARNOCK—According to the Lan-
caster County Sheriff’s Department, a fire 
fatality occurred on Monday, November 9, 
near Kilmarnock.

At about 10:30 p.m., patrol deputies 
responded to a fire fatality on Arbor Drive, 
near the 2000 block of Irvington Road. 

The initial report by a citizen was that a 
camping trailer was on fire and Kilmarnock 
and White Stone Volunteer Fire Departments 
were dispatched. 

 After suppressing the fire it was reported 
and confirmed that unidentified remains were 

found in the fire debris. Sheriff’s investigators 
responded shortly after 11 p.m. and a local 
funeral home was requested later to recover 
the remains for transport to Richmond for a 
post-mortem examination.

 Although there is speculation as to the 
identity of the remains, the sheriff ’s office 
is not releasing any name pending identifi-
cation of the body and to ensure that family 
members of the deceased have been noti-
fied.

 Further information will be released at a 
later date.

Fatality reported following fire
SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

cious bodily injury and damag-
ing property.

Sarah Allison Ripley, 30, of 
Kinsale was charged Novem-
ber 7 with 11 counts of forgery, 
11 counts of uttering and one 
count of grand larceny.
Misdemeanors

A Heathsville man, 18, was 
charged November 2 with pos-
session of alcohol under age 
and possession of drugs.

A Heathsville man, 42, was 
charged November 2 with pur-
chasing alcohol for a minor.

A Heathsville man, 42, was 
charged November 2 with a 
capias/attachment of the body 
for failing to obey a court order 
by Newport News General 
District Court.

A Chesterfield man, 40, was 
charged November 6 with three 
counts of brandishing a firearm 
and reckless use of a firearm.

on Goodluck Road (call can-
celled by the complainant), 
checked on the well-being of 
a resident in the 6000 block 
of Windmill Point Road at 
the request of a concerned 
citizen (no emergency services 
needed); responded with KPD 
to multiple complaints of a 
female using her car to block 
the path of another woman in 
a parking lot on School Street 
(subject was gone on arrival), 
and responded with KPD to a 
mental health emergency on 
DMV Drive.

Staff also conducted 10 traf-
fic stops during the week, issued 
three summonses, assisted five 
motorists, recorded six deer 
strike accidents, provided traf-
fic control once, responded to 
four building alarms, enforced 
a mental health order, received 
11 E911 hang up calls and 
received two calls for animal 
control service.
Fire calls

The Kilmarnock Volunteer 
Fire Department responded to 
a kitchen appliance fire in the 
200 block of Wiggins Avenue 
and with the White Stone Vol-
unteer Fire Department to a 
structure fire on Arbor Drive.

The White Stone firemen 
responded to a traffic crash 
on James Wharf Road and a 
sailboat fire in the the Carters 
Creek area. 

Northumberland Sher-
iff Chuck Wilkins this week 
reported charges against seven 
individuals.
Felonies

Kimberly N. Morris, 23, of 
Reedville was charged Novem-
ber 2 on a direct indictment 
from the Northumberland 
County Circuit Court for pos-
session of a Schedule II sub-
stance.

Kenneth Jermaine Muse, 33, 
of Callao was charged Novem-
ber 5 with attempting mali-

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’t you?
804.435.1701, Marilyn ext. 11
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River Counties Community 

Foundation (RCCF) is overseen by 

a local volunteer Advisory Board of 

leading citizens who identify and 

support the most urgent community 

needs by providing superior 

stewardship for donors.

RCCF was established in 1996 

as an affiliate of The Community 

Foundation Serving Richmond & 
Central Virginia. RCCF is a tax-

exempt public charity serving 

donors and nonprofits who share 

a common interest — improving 

the quality of life in Lancaster, 

Northumberland, and Middlesex 

counties of Virginia.

RCCF invests in impactful programs, 

led by strong nonprofit organizations. 

To ensure strength and vibrancy, 

all nonprofits are vetted through an 

extensive due diligence process.

Acknowledging a void that exists 

between funds available and requests 

for support, the foundation launched 

Together.Stronger., reaching out to the 

broader community to help close this 

gap. Building unrestricted assets is 

essential to our ability to be flexible and 

responsive to unmet and changing needs 

here at home. 

In 2015, $340,000 was awarded in 

community grants. This amount was 

15% higher than the previous year due, in 

part, to the success of Together.Stronger.

YOU can help enhance RCCF’s 

capacity to invest in the success 

of local nonprofits through RCCF’s 

Together.Stronger. community 

grants program by:

Going to www.RiverCountiesCF.org 

and DONATE NOW TO RCCF online

Sending a donation to:

RCCF 

P.O. Box 222 

Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Calling Margaret Nost–Regional 

Director, at 804-438-9414 for 

information on establishing your 

charitable legacy.

You make the difference. 
We make it possible.

What is a 
Community 
Foundation?
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How can 
YOU make a 
difference?

Who benefits  
from the  
Foundation’s work?

Together.Stronger.

The 58th annual Urbanna 
Oyster Festival was held Novem-
ber 6 and 7 throughout the town.

Sponsored by the Oyster Fes-
tival Foundation, the event annu-
ally attracts thousands to enjoy 
oysters prepared a variety of 
ways, festival foods, art, parades, 
music, crafts and Chesapeake 
Bay heritage. 

Deborah Pratt of Jamaica 
repeated as champion of the Vir-
ginia Oyster Shucking Contest 
held November 7 as part of the 
festival activities.

Pratt defeated Robert Minor 
of Gwynn’s Island by shucking 
24 oysters in 3:34. Minor turned 
in a time of 3:39.

Pratt won $300 and as state 
champion advances to the 
National Oyster Shucking Con-
test in St. Mary’s County, Md., 
in October of  2016. Pratt is a 
six-time national oyster shuck-
ing champion.

Pratt also won $100 for finish-
ing first in the women’s division 
by defeating her sister, Clemen-
tine Macon Boyd of Urbanna.

Pratt’s adjusted time was 3:02 
to Boyd’s 4:21.

Minor was first in the men’s 
division with an adjusted time of 
3:56. Second was Davila Red-
mond of Saluda with an adjusted 
time of 5:00. Brandon Stone of 
Midlothian finished third with an 
adjusted time of 5:01. 

Some 15 shuckers entered the 
amateur division. Jonathan Bass 
of Arlington placed first with an 
adjusted time of 2:09; Daniel 
Lewis of Southern Shores, N.C., 
second, 2:23; and Corey Sturmer 
of Hillsborough, N.C., third, 
2:37.

The Virginia Oyster Shuck-
ing Contest was sponsored by 
Revere Gas and Rappahannock 
River Oysters.

58th Urbanna Oyster Festival winners announced
Parade on Saturday. Photo by Tom Hardin

Robert Noel shucks one of the thousands of oysters 
(above) served up last weekend at the 58th annual 
Urbanna Oyster Festival. Noel, Irvin Yerby and Terry 
Gaskins of Weems were found shucking oysters under 
the Kiwanis Club of the Northern Neck tent. The club 
offered oysters fried, roasted and raw, from Kellum 
Brothers Seafood in Weems.  Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

The Reedville Fishermen’s Museum had a vendor spot 
at  the Urbanna Town Marina for the 58th annual 
Urbanna Oyster Festival. From left, volunteers RFM 

on a 15-foot hand-crafted wooden boat built by the 
volunteers in the RFM boat shop. The boat is made of 
white oak and cedar with yellow pine used in the seat 
backs. The winner of the boat, with a 9.9 hp Yamaha 
outboard motor, will be decided at the annual RFM 
Oyster Roast Saturday, November 14. Tickets to the 

for $20, 14 for $50 or 30 for $100. The RFM was among 
several educational exhibitors at the waterfront. Photo by 
Robert Mason Jr.

Parade winners
Last Saturday’s Oyster Fes-

tival Parade did not have as 
many entries due to the rainy 
weather. Winners were:

-
land High School.

first,Virginia Crowns Red Hat 
Society.

Resort-Grey’s Point Camp-
ground.

Purple Heart Fire Truck; 
second, 101st Gen. Williams 
C. Chapter.

Girl Scout Troop #277.
-

ville Maritime Museum.

Brass Band.

Last Friday’s Urbanna Fire-
man’s Parade winners were:

first, Smithfield; second, Oak 
Grove; third, Fine Creek.

2nd, Central King and Queen; 
3rd, Upper Middlesex.

-
field; second, Mathews.

-
caster; second, Kilmarnock; 
third, White Stone.

-
moreland; second, Walker-
ton.

-
sylvania; second Disputanta.

second, Tappahannock.

first, Gary Holman; second, 
Paul Rogers.

The Northern Neck Chantey Singers were featured on the waterfront stage at the 
58th annual Urbanna Oyster Festival. From left are James Carter, Lewis Blackwell, 
Christopher Harvey, Lloyd Hill and Dr. Elton Smith. They sang traditional songs from 

The songs were interspersed with tidbits of local folklore. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

-
fields; second, Deltaville; 
third, Gloucester.

Newport News Fire Depart-
ment HazMat; second, Spot-
sylvania Chief 2.

-
test, Lily Padgett.

Fire Department.

King and Queen EMS 48; 
second, Heathsville #42; third, 
Isle of Wight Station, 60.

first, Callao Rescue.
-

all, Fairfields.
-

ion Historical Society

#62 VRS.
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Now available at 
Kilmarnock Antique Gallery

144 School St, Kilmarnock
Place your holiday orders early!
Call Will Bonner (850) 866-1757

“Your Northern Neck Connection for Whitley’s”

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

We have Conforming, VA, FHA and
USDA loans for purchases and refinances.
Enjoy the home buying experience with us!

RYAN KENT
REGIONAL PRESIDENT

NMLS 790709
RYAN@PRICEMORTGAGEGROUP.COM

PHONE  l 804 724 3345

TOPPING—The Lancaster 
County NAACP recently held 
its annual Freedom Fund Ban-
quet at The Beacon in Top-
ping. 

The banquet gives the com-
munity an opportunity to 
come together to re-energize 
the spirits and recommit to 

building a better community 
for all citizens, said NAACP 
president Lloyd Hill. It also 
provides an opportunity to 
recognize individuals for their 
contributions to the commu-
nity, said Hill. 

The NAACP has been dedi-
cated to implementing positive 

changes, raising public aware-
ness about racial inequalities 
and addressing key issues 
impacting America, he said. 

In addition to other awards, 
three centenarians were hon-
ored for their efforts. They 
are Helen Doggett, Allimether 
Hebbons and Florence Wright. 

Gail Palmer Mary Jones Allimether Hebbons

Florence Wright Leah Parker Charles Costello

Claudette Henderson
(accepting for Dee Carter) Pauline Carter Helen Doggett

NAACP recognizes community 
leaders at Freedom Fund Banquet

LANCASTER—A White 
Stone man convicted of bur-
glary and grand larceny was 
sentenced November 9 in Lan-
caster County Circuit Court to 
20 years in prison, with all but 
6 years suspended. 

Kyle Lee George, 31, of 
White Stone entered two 
homes in Foxwells, steal-
ing a purse with $425 from 
one while the couple was out 
walking their dog. He was dis-
covered in the kitchen of the 
second home by the owner. 

Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Robert Cunningham said 
“deer cams” photographed 
George in the immediate area 
at the time items were taken 
from another home. 

Two other charges of bur-
glary and grand larceny were 
dropped. 

George was previously 
convicted and sentenced for 
a number of crimes, includ-
ing possession, according to 
Judge Harry T. Taliaffero III.  

The judge ordered him to 
pay restitution and submit to a 
substance abuse program.

Defense attorney John 
Hamilton requested work 
release, which was granted 
on condition George qualified 
under prison rules.

“George was convicted as 
the result of excellent inves-
tigator work and testimony 
by investigator Shawn Hogge 
and the testimony of George’s 
victims,” said Cunningham. 
“Getting George off the streets 
makes Lancaster and sur-
rounding counties safer.”

At sentencing Cunningham 
asked that the high end of 
the guidelines, 8 years and 7 
months of actual incarceration 
time, be imposed.
Other cases

Centrix Brandell Palmer 
of Lancaster was in court for 
probation violation on two 
felony convictions. The viola-

tion resulted from noncompli-
ance on payments of $2,173 
remaining in restitution. 
Palmer made a $300 payment. 
His case will be reviewed 
again by the court on July 22, 
2016.

Ronyece M. Turpin of 
Warsaw was charged with 
probation violation for non-
payment of restitution on a 
felony conviction. Accord-
ing to Clerk of the Circuit 
Court Diane Mumford, Turpin 
brought her payments up to 
date last week. The case was 
continued to April 22, 2016, 
for review.

Mya T. Sumiel of Farnham 
produced written documenta-
tion of community service and 
was released from a probation 
violation.

Jeremy D. Waddy of Saluda 
was charged with probation 
violations on six felony con-
victions. He was granted a 
court appointed attorney. The 
case was continued to Decem-
ber 11.

Defense attorneys for James 
Todd Kessler of Midlothian 
withdrew their motion to be 
removed as his attorneys in 
a felony assault and battery 
case. In September, Kessler 
was granted a change of venue 
and is scheduled to be tried in 
Portsmouth City Circuit Court 
on January 4, 2016.

Wallace Evans Rice of Lan-
caster, charged with violation 
of probation for failure to 
report in person to his pro-
bation officer, was given an 
active sentence of 30 days in 
jail. 

Lorenzo William Jones Jr. 
of Richmond was sentenced to 
three years with all but 60 days 
suspended for petit larceny as 
the result of stealing a bottle 
of liquor from the ABC Store. 
His sentence will be served 
consecutively with a current 
sentence in Richmond. He has 
two years of supervised pro-
bation and is banned from the 

ABC Store in Kilmarnock.
Kendra Patrice Brooks of 

Lancaster was indicted on 
13 counts of grand larceny, 
11 counts of uttering, and 11 
counts of forgery for stealing 
and forging checks through 
the Bank of Lancaster from a 
patient under her care at Rap-
pahannock Westminster-Can-
terbury. In a plea deal with 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Robert Cunningham, all but 
two charges were dropped and 
she was sentenced to 10 years, 
all suspended. The judge gave 
her two years of supervised 
probation and ordered her to 
pay restitution to the bank and 
victim in the total amount of 
$4,020.

Ariel Bernice Mahoney of 
Kilmarnock was charged with 
misdemeanor DWI. She pled 
guilty to a reduced charge 
of reckless driving and was 
sentenced to 60 days, all sus-
pended, and 20 hours of com-
munity service. 

Mitrado Donta Bunns of 
Kilmarnock, charged with 
felony grand larceny, pled 
guilty to a reduced charge and 
was sentenced to 12 months, 
all suspended, and ordered 
to pay restitution of $399 to 
Walmart. 

William Gayle Sanford of 
Irvington is facing two felony 
charges of possession of a 
controlled substance. His trial 
was continued to February 12, 
2016, on a motion by Assistant 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Kenny Kunkle because lab 
results have not been returned.  

Joseph Cox Jr. was arraigned 
on 23 felony charges of credit 
card fraud. Will Hubbard 
was assigned as his court 
appointed attorney. Trial was 
scheduled for April 8, 2016.

Randy M. Phipps was 
charged with misdemeanor 
assault and battery of a family 
member. The case was con-
tinued to December 11 due to 
law enforcement being unable 

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
to serve him on the charges.

Demisha Shamone Sutton 
was arraigned on a charge of 
felony credit card fraud. Eliza-
beth Hurd was assigned as the 
court appointed attorney. Trial 
was set for December 12.

by Audrey Thomasson

IRVINGTON—The town 
council will continue discus-
sions tonight, November 12, on 
a proposed real estate tax. The 
meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Town Hall, 27 Steamboat 
Road, Irvington.

Also on the agenda, zoning 
administrator Bob Hardesty 
will report on needed sidewalk 
repairs near Trick Dog Cafe.

Other topics include plans 
for a sitting area around an oak 
tree on the North Commons, 
updates to the Irvington Com-
prehensive Plan, and a presen-
tation from Mary Ellen Tetrick 
and Deb Lockhart on “Show 
your Spirit.”

L A N C A S T E R — T h e 
board of supervisors will 
meet a week early this month 
due to the upcoming Thanks-
giving holiday. The meeting 
will begin at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
November 19, in the County 
Administration Building, 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster.

Fillmore A. McNeal is seek-
ing authorization to increase 
the number of storage unit 
buildings on a 10-acre parcel 
at 10436 Mary Ball Road, 
Brookvale. The property is 
zoned conditional commercial.

LANCASTER—The plan-
ning commission for Lan-
caster County will hold its 
last meeting of 2015 at 7 p.m. 
tonight, November 12, in the 
County Administration Build-
ing, 8311 Mary Ball Road, 
Lancaster.

The commission historically 
does not meet in December.

Additionally, the commis-
sion is expected to change the 
date of the January meeting 
from the third Thursday to the 
second Thursday, January 14, 
due to a staff conflict. 

Agenda items for tonight’s 
meeting include a review of 

RICHMOND—The Vir-
ginia State Corporation 
Commission (SCC) will hold 
an evidentiary hearing next week 
to determine whether Dominion 
Power has the right to proceed 
with erecting transmission towers 
across the Rappahannock River 
without commission review and 
approval. 

The hearing is scheduled for 
10 a.m. Tuesday, November 17, 
at 1300 East Main Street in Rich-
mond.

The action is the result of a 
lawsuit filed October 9 by Wil-
liam Barnhardt, owner of Wil-
laby’s Cafe and Catering, at the 
foot of the Robert O. Norris Jr. 
Memorial Bridge. 

On October 19, the SCC 
issued a temporary injunction 
against the utility enjoining them 
from proceeding with construc-
tion until the judges determine 

The Agenda
Local Government News

2015 activities and preview of 
measures likely to be covered 
in 2016. Also, members are 
expected to update personal 
real estate holdings as required 
by state code.

whether Dominion violated the 
law by not submitting the plan for 
SCC approval. 

Lancaster supervisors on Octo-
ber 29 authorized the law firm of 
Sands Anderson to represent the 
county at the hearing.

■ Thanks giving
The Rappahannock Record 

will print, at no charge, “thank-
you” letters from Lancaster 
and Northumberland residents 
and visitors in its Thanksgiv-
ing issue November 25. The 
letters should be 150 words or 
less and include the writer’s 
name, community of residence 
and phone number. The phone 
number will not be published. 

The deadline for submit-
ting “thanks giving” letters is 
noon Friday, November 20. 
Email “thanks giving” letters 
to editor@rapprecord.com, 
fax them to 435-2632, or drop 

at 27 North Main Street in 
Kilmarnock.

NEWS 
BREAK

WHY
ADVERTISE?

You’re reading this aren’ t  you?
804.435.1701, Jessica ext.  15
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Over the past thirty-odd years that I have 
written this item, I often have referred to 

individuals as “Virginia Gentlemen.” Most of 
those folks have spent their entire lives in the 
Northern Neck, but some have come here, 
and merged seamlessly into the classic under-
standing of the definition. One of the latter 
was Dexter Rumsey, a  “South Carolina Gen-
tleman,” who arrived in the Northern Neck 
over 40 years ago to establish a law practice.  

Dexter was the quintessential “lawyer’s 
lawyer,” an attorney with a masterful knowl-
edge of all facets of the legal profession. 
He specialized in estate and trust work, 
and exhibited a proficiency in his field that 
amazed his clients and those with whom he 
worked. His ability gained respect and recog-
nition from the various bars and legal societ-
ies that form the benchmark in the field. For 
his many clients across the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, he was the source, one upon 
whom trust and integrity were absolute.  

Coining witticisms came naturally to 
Dexter, comprising pithy little observations 
that went far beyond the realm of writing 

wills and settling estates. He liked to say that 
the average estate consisted 95% of cash, 
certificates of deposit, stocks, bonds, and real 
estate, and 5% of personal property, but in the 
ultimate settlement that 5% constituted 95% 
of the problems that ensued.  

He noted that if a party left 100 shares of 
AT&T to be divided among four heirs, no one 
would care which 25 shares each received, 
but if the settlement entailed deciding who 
should receive Grandma’s sideboard viz-a-
viz her diamond ring, be prepared for World 
War III.

He remarked once that a parsimonious 
client had been insistent on his handling 

a matter, but wanted to know how the cost 
could be kept low. He said he replied, “If I 
am not here working with you, I’ll be some-
where else, working with someone else,” and 
that ended the discussion. He worked assidu-
ously to serve his clients at a fee basis that 
was extraordinarily generous to their welfare, 
always vigilant to keep their property in tact 
on into future generations.

Many clients would speak of Dexter’s 
insightful method of cutting through their 
multiple dilemmas to establish a viable and 
workable solution to their estate planning.  
They knew that what he told them was bank-
able, and that he would always be there for 
them. Indeed, as his health failed he contin-
ued to work from his home, maintaining the 
trust that he considered his duty and his privi-
lege to hold.

In our last conversation several weeks ago, 
he reflected on having been born in Charles-
ton, South Carolina, and having found his 
way to Virginia to study at The University of 
Virginia Law School, from which he and his 
wife, Bonnie, came to the Northern Neck. He 

said they had been blessed to find a venerable 
Ante Bellum home on the water, where they 
could live immersed in the lore and history of 
the region.  He said restoring and conserving 
the property had been one of the genuine joys 
of his life. As he wished, he was able to live 
there until he died last week at the age of 73. 

Although he knew that his time was 
coming, he consistently exuded the aura of 
refinement and gentility that was his lifelong 
trademark. In any given situation, whether it 
be counseling a troubled client, or bringing 
order out of a chaotic estate, or facing his 
own passage from this world, Dexter was a 
model of composure and resignation to the 
will of his Maker. He lived a tremendously 
rich and rewarding life, finding his happi-
ness in helping others, and thereby making 
their lives reflective of the success and joy 
he found in his own. Without ever losing his 
intrinsic character as a South Carolina Gen-
tleman, he truly assumed the mantle of a Vir-
ginia Gentleman.

Dexter Cleveland Rumsey, III, April 15, 
1942 – November 2, 2015.  R.I.P.

Dexter was the quintessen-
tial “lawyer’s lawyer,” an 
attorney with a masterful 
knowledge of all facets of the 
legal profession.

Focal Point

Guess who’s coming for dinner.

Photo by Barbara Benson

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

YOUR LETTERS

As a professional maritime 
artist with a 35-plus year his-
tory of painting our beloved 
Chesapeake Bay and her tribu-
taries, chiefly among them the 
Rappahannock River, I gladly 
add my support to the “No 
Towers” effort. 

The huge structural towers 
proposed by Dominion to 
replace the smaller, existing 
power poles would clearly 
degrade our handsome Robert 
O. Norris Bridge and the mag-
nificent river views that we 
now enjoy. I ask all citizens 
who value our wonderful natu-
ral resource that is our Chesa-
peake and her tidal rivers to 
resist this ill-conceived effort.

Please visit notowers.org 
to learn more and to join the 
opposition to “The Towers.”

I see no reason to deviate 
from the placement of power 
lines beneath the river that has 
been so successfully used else-
where by Dominion Power that 
will preserve the beauty of our 
Rappahannock and provide a 
more secure conduit of elec-
tricity to the Northern Neck of 
Virginia.

John Morton Barber,
Fellow, American Society of 

Marine Artists,
Richmond

Joining the
opposition

On both sides of the Rappah-
annock River, boards of supervi-
sors have passed resolutions in 
opposition to Dominion Power’s 
plan to erect unsightly transmis-
sion towers beside the Norris 
Bridge in White Stone. Area 
businesses, the public and Lan-
caster County’s comprehensive 
plan are in conflict with Domin-
ion’s plan that appears to change 
with each hearing.    

Powerful Dominion whines 
it is too costly to use horizontal 
directional drilling (HDD) under 
the river bed to install cables as 
used in other nearby areas. No 
environmental impact study was 
taken for the towers project.

Dominion recently said it 
will run a natural gas pipeline 
through Shenandoah Mountain 
to avoid the Cow Knob salaman-
der habitat.

Our General Assembly repre-
sentatives, Sen. McDougle and 
Del. Ransone, voted in favor of 
Dominion’s plans with no spe-
cific details reportedly commu-
nicated to the public or our local 
officials who requested only 
underground cables installed.

Dominion Power generously 
donates to the campaigns of our 
members of the Virginia legis-
lature. This energy monopoly 
gets what it asks for from the 
General Assembly with little, if 
any, regard for the people’s plans 
or needs of the local area. Court 
costs to fight approval for this 
project could have been avoided.

It appears this monopoly 
whose job is to serve the people 
has developed a bad system of 
cronyism in which the salaman-
der has more clout than “The 
People.”

This system should change, or 

People vs.
a monopoly

the monopoly should find a way 
to divert some of their campaign 
contributions to use for needs of 
the people rather than lobbying 
funds for those who represent us 
in the General Assembly.

For further information, attend 
a public forum on the subject at 
7 p.m. on Monday, November 
16, at Lancaster Middle School, 
191 School Street, Kilmarnock.

Lyn Neira,
Lancaster

Having just attended our 
first Northern Neck Orchestra 
concert, we’d like to encourage 
others who’ve not yet discov-
ered this delightful and talented 
group of musicians to check 
them out. 

Lancaster Middle School pro-
vided an intimate setting where, 
compared to a large concert 
hall, one could find a personal 
connection with the orchestra.

Further, the guest conductor 
was entertaining while coax-
ing a delightful performance of 
spirited symphonic dances out 
of the orchestra.

Well done.
Len and Vickie Tillman,

Heathsville

NNO concert
well received

The Richmond Times-Dis-
patch reported last week that 
Dominion Power plans to save 
our beautiful birds of prey like 
eagles and ospreys from elec-
trocution by spacing the hot 
wires farther apart on longer 
cross-bars over the next sev-
eral decades of routine mainte-
nance. This warms the cockles 
of my heart.

But it frosts my cockles 
that Dominion still wants to 
despoil the scenic Rappahan-
nock River with high-voltage 
cables draped across concrete 
and steel towers 120 to 179 
feet high next to the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge. 

Officials and citizens of the 
Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula have been protest-
ing and fighting Dominion for 
months, since the full extent 
of this covert plan surfaced at 
the 11th hour. We believe these 
ugly towers and wires will 
destroy the beautiful vista of 
the river for residents and visi-
tors forever, and create a fur-
ther hazard to navigation.

But wouldn’t it also create 
another hazard for the mag-
nificent birds Dominion is so 
eager to save?

We believe the environ-
ment and the view would be 
better served if Dominion 
buried those cables under the 
river, like it did on the Pianka-
tank and York rivers. This 
also would eliminate another 
hazard for our beautiful birds.

Dominion says it is less 
expensive to string the wires 
across the river on tall towers 
than to bury them out of sight 
under the river. That may be so, 
but long after cheap is paid off, 
cheap is still ugly.

Jack Chamberlain,
Lancaster

Cheap, ugly
and hazardous

YOUR LETTERS

When Dick Saxer lost his 
school board seat, the Nor-
thumberland County Public 
School system lost one of the 
best things that ever happened 
to it.

I know better than anyone 
the hard work and dedication 
that Dick has put into making 
our school system something 
we can be very proud of. I 
know the hundreds of hours 
that he put into upgrading and 
correcting policies and code 
to comply with state laws and 
codes.

He helped update salary 
steps, and salary guides. 
He helped teachers get the 
raises that they so very much 
deserve and that will attract 
better teachers to our dis-

Saxer will
be missed

trict. During his tenure on 
the board, student test scores 
rose dramatically and on time 
graduation rate is at an amaz-
ing 98%.

Dick also spent countless 
hours as the board represen-
tative to the Chesapeake Bay 
Governor’s School where 
he was vice chairman. He 
also served as the board del-
egate to the Virginia School 
Board Association’s Delegate 
Assembly and attended many 
workshops on school law and 
superintendent evaluations.

Dick has spent four years 
doing what he loves—work-
ing in education for the bet-
terment of students and teach-
ers alike. I can’t tell you how 
happy he was to be able to 
accomplish so much for the 
district. He will be sorely 
missed.

The news of improved test-
ing scores for Northumber-
land County Public School 
students, especially in math, 
is very encouraging.

We certainly don’t want 
these young folks to make 
fools of themselves as adults 
by publicly insisting that the 
difference between $.49 and 
$.42 is actually only $.03, or 
other similar nonsense. 

John Smith,
Kilmarnock

Good news

I can only hope that board 
members abandon their per-
sonal agendas and help to con-
tinue the improvements to our 
school system that have been 
made over the past four years.

Sandy Saxer,
Reedville

Federal funding to support agricultural con-
servation measures in the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed has fallen sharply since Congress 
approved a new Farm Bill last year, a develop-
ment that has alarmed environmentalists, farm 
groups and state officials.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s sup-
port for bay-specific conservation measures 
has declined roughly 75%, which has “gutted 
USDA’s commitment to the Chesapeake,” a 
coalition of conservation groups said in a recent 
letter to the White House Office of Management 
and Budget.

“We are disappointed that the Obama admin-
istration’s implementation of this new legislation 
has so shortchanged the Chesapeake region,” 
said the letter signed by 61 members of the 
Choose Clean Water Coalition, which consists 

of regional and grassroots conservation groups 
in the watershed.

They called on the administration to boost 
agricultural funding in the bay watershed.

The letter highlights a concern raised by 
others in recent months—that changes in USDA 
funding could hinder efforts to meet bay cleanup 
goals, which heavily rely on pollution reductions 
from the agricultural sector.

The previous 2008 Farm Bill established a 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative that had 
sent an average of $47.6 million annually to help 
farmers implement practices that helped meet 
cleanup goals.

In the 2014 Farm Bill, the bay-specific fund-
ing, as well as funding for other regional pro-
grams, was replaced with a national Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program, the funding 
for which was available on a competitive basis 

Cuts in bay-specific Farm Bill
funding threaten cleanup efforts

by Karl Blankenship
Bay Journal News Service

CLEANUP, continued on page A7

November is one of those 
months with an “r” so I’d 
expect to see a few more oys-
ters.

November is now for oysters 
like October is for pumpkins.

We’ve been celebrating fes-
tivals and feasting at roasts for 
years. 

Now we’ve got Virginia 
Oyster Country (VOC) bring-
ing us the Virginia Oyster 
Academy for a “Bay to Table 
Experience,” and just this week 
the governor helped launch the 
Virginia Oyster Trail (VOT) 
with an oyster-shucking cer-
emony instead of a ribbon-
cutting.

Both the VOC and VOT 
appear to be marketing efforts 
built around the oyster.

Both are promoting festivals, 
where to buy oysters, where to 
eat oysters, where to stay, what 
to do and where to go in oyster 
country, which wines and beers 
to pair with oysters and where 
to get oyster art, as well as 
oyster heritage— even where 
to catch a deadrise.

They’ve got a term for it. 
“Agri-Artisan: businesses 
authentically featuring the Vir-
ginia oyster, such as waterman 
tours and oyster boat experi-
ences; wineries serving Vir-
ginia oysters; wineries, brewer-
ies, distilleries or cideries that 
feature Virginia oyster pairings; 
farmer’s markets featuring 
Virginia oysters vendors and/or 
tastings on a regular basis, and 
oyster companies with eco and/
or facility tours.”

Fact is we’ve been knowing 
and doing this on our neck for 
years. And the Virginia Marine 
Products Board (Virginia Sea-
food.com) has been helping to 
market our product for years.

But did you know Virginia 
is the largest producer of fresh, 
farm-raised oysters on the East 
Coast? That’s a claim of the 
VOT and one we’re sure to 
hear more about in the future.

Meanwhile, what are the 
pundits saying?

“The first man gets the 
oyster, the second man gets the 
shell.”–Andrew Carnegie

“If you don’t love life you 
can’t enjoy an oyster; there 
is a shock of freshness to it 
and intimations of the ages of 
man, some piercing intuition 
of the sea and all its weeds and 
breezes. [They] shiver you for 
a split second.”–Eleanor Clark

“He was a bold man that first 
eat an oyster.”–Jonathan Swift

“I prefer my oysters fried; 
That way I know my oysters 
died.”–Roy Blount Jr.

“As I ate the oysters with 
their strong taste of the sea and 
their faint metallic taste that the 
cold white wine washed away, 
leaving only the sea taste and 
the succulent texture, and as 
I drank their cold liquid from 
each shell and washed it down 
with the crisp taste of the wine, 
I lost the empty feeling and 
began to be happy and to make 
plans.”–Ernest Hemingway, 
from A Moveable Feast.
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THANK YOU
I offer to the citizens of Lancaster
County my sincere thanks for your
vote of confidence. I will continue

to serve you to the best of my
ability. My door is always open for

a visit and I am as close as
the telephone when you need

assistance.

Sonny Thomas
Paid for and authorized by George E. “Sonny” Thomas, Jr.

Thank You
I  am  humbled  and  gratified  by  the  overwhelming  
and  unwavering  trust  and  support  of the  citizens  
of  Lancaster  County  in  electing  me  to  serve  as  
your  next  Commonwealth’s  Attorney. 

Throughout  the  campaign,  I  personally  met  many  
of  you  at  your  home  or  during  campaign  forums.  
I  want  to  thank  the  many  organizations  and  
individuals  who endorsed  me,  and  the  hard-work-
ing  staff  and  volunteers  who  worked  tirelessly  to  
make  my  campaign  possible.  All  were  gracious  in 
receiving  me  with  guidance  and  words  of  support  

and  encouragement  along  the  campaign  trail.  It’s my commitment  to  
the  citizens  of  Lancaster  County  to  focus  on  my  campaign  priorities  
and  move  Lancaster  County  closer  to  exemplary  status.  To  achieve  
this,  I  will  hold  regularly  scheduled meetings  with  the  citizens  of  
Lancaster  County  to  continue  the  dialogue.  Meeting  dates  and  times  
will be  published  to  ensure  the  voices  and  concerns  of  the  citizens  
of  Lancaster  County  will  be  heard,  and most  importantly,  acted  
upon.  If  any  citizen  of  Lancaster  County  is  unable  to  attend  a  
scheduled meeting,  or  has  a  particular  subject  matter they  would  like 
addressed  during  the  meeting,  please  reach  out  to  me  with  sugges-
tions.  I  will  do  my  absolute  best  to make  your  priorities  mine. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  trust  and  faith  in  me  to  serve  as  your  
Commonwealth’s Attorney.  I will  not  let  you  down.

Jan. C. Smith
Paid for and authorized by Jan. C. Smith

Do you remember?
This mid-1950s photo shows Main Street Kilmarnock looking south during the 

the right. “Do you remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.   

Cleanup efforts
continued from page A6

nationwide.
The Chesapeake region was 

selected as one of the Criti-
cal Conservation Areas to be 
funded under that program, 
but grants for 2014–15, which 
were announced in January, 
totaled $24.3 million, or a bit 
more than $12 million a year, a 
reduction of almost 75%.

The Chesapeake Bay Water-
shed Initiative was, by far, the 
largest amount of USDA fund-
ing ever devoted specifically to 
address bay water quality, and 
it did ramp up the implementa-
tion of conservation practices 
on farms.

But computer modeling 
for the Chesapeake Bay Pro-
gram shows that the amount 
of nitrogen reaching the bay 
from agriculture throughout the 
watershed essentially stayed the 
same from 2009 through 2014, 
roughly the same period that 
the CBWI was implemented.

That was largely because the 
acres of crop land and numbers 
of agricultural animals in the 
watershed increased during the 
same period. Put another way, 
the increased funding simply 
offset increased agricultural 
activity.

If those agricultural trends 
continue, and federal con-
servation funding remains at 
reduced levels, efforts by states 
to meet bay nutrient goals in 
their watershed implementation 
plans could be hindered.

“It is hard to align the pres-
sure for earlier implementation 
with the reductions in federal 
contributions,” said James 
Davis-Martin, of the Virginia 
Department of Environmental 
Quality and co-chairman of the 
Bay Program’s Water Quality 
Goal Implementation Team.

USDA officials did not 
comment on the cuts. But offi-
cials have said it’s not easy to 
directly compare funding under 
the two programs. Unlike the 
CBWI, which was directly 
overseen by USDA, the new 
program is funded through 
regional organizations, which 

I have allergies which 
often kick in when I am 
eating a meal, making my 
nose run.  I try to remem-
ber to carry a tissue with 
me at the table, but I am 
not sure what the eti-
quette for using it is.  Is 
it alright to use it while 
eating, or should I leave 
the table?

Allergic in White Stone
Dear Allergic, 
Your question has brought 

back a memory I would rather 
forget, but I am grateful to you 
for asking.

I had the unfortunate expe-
rience recently, in a very nice 
restaurant, of watching an 
adult at the next table repeat-
edly wipe his very active nose 
on his arm. I was so shocked 
by this that I am afraid that at 
first I stared rudely, unable to 
believe what I was watching.

Consequently, my dining 
companion inquired as to my 
health. I had to turn my seat a 
bit so that I couldn’t watch and 
so I could try to forget what 
was happening every time I 
heard a big, wet sniff from the 
neighboring table.

It’s certainly normal to 
experience a runny nose 
while eating, especially warm 
dishes. If you are lucky enough 
to have a tissue at hand, by all 
means use it for a quick wipe 
or two. 

However, if you would be 
more comfortable with a real 
blow into the tissue, as you 
might with allergies, excuse 
yourself and find an unoc-
cupied room in which to take 
care of your needs. 

In Edmond Rosten’s play, 
“Cyreno de Bergerac,” De 
Bergerac, whose purportedly 
huge nose has been the subject 
of much sport throughout his-
tory, proclaims that “a great 
nose indicates a great man.”

May I humbly add that 
throughout history,  a tidy 
nose has indicated a tidy (and 
appreciated) diner?

To the citizens of
Northumberland County
I am deeply honored by the support received from the  
citizens of our county in my campaign.

For the people who voted for me, you will never know 

in me.

I want to thank each and every person who helped me 
during my campaign; the people who displayed my signs on their property; 
the people who spent hours helping me at the precincts; and every person who 
donated their time and money. I could not have been successful in my endeavor 
without your support.

and hard work.

I will continue to serve each of you in a manner commensurate to the responsi-
bility you have bestowed upon me and look forward to doing so.

Many thanks,

Deborah Thomas Bingham, Clerk of the Circuit Court
Paid for and authorized by Deborah Thomas Bingham

THANK YOU
I would like to thank 

the many citizens 
in District 4 and 

throughout the county 
that supported me in 
my re-election bid. I 

am grateful for the 

this great county have in me. 
William Roosevelt Lee

“Billy”
Paid for and authorized by William Roosevelt Lee

can promote actions that better 
target regional goals.

Also, those local organiza-
tions are required to provide 
additional support, such as 
staffing, to help operate the 
program. Sometimes, officials 
say, those groups can better 
reach farmers who might be 
reluctant to deal with federal 
agencies.

As a result, USDA officials 
have said the program should, 
dollar-for-dollar, provide better 
results.

“This is an entirely new 
approach to conservation 
efforts,” U.S. Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack said. 
“These partnerships empower 
communities to set priorities 
and lead the way on conserva-
tion efforts important to their 
region. They also encourage 
private sector investment so 
we can make an impact that’s 
well beyond what the federal 
government could accomplish 
on its own.”

The USDA has indicated 
that RCPP funding would be 
increased somewhat next year, 
to $235 million nationwide. 
That compares with $370 mil-
lion released for 2014–15, or 
$185 million a year.

“It will take a few years of 
the RCPP to determine if fund-

ing will get back to CBWI 
levels because of the annual 
and competitive nature of the 
RCPP grant process,” said 
Lindsay Thompson, policy 
director for the Delaware 
Maryland Agribusiness Asso-
ciation. “Incentive payments 
for landowners to install con-
servation practices is still very 
important in order to aid states 
in meeting their WIP goals.”

Concerns about USDA 
bay funding earlier this year 
spurred Sen. Ben Cardin of 
Maryland and Sen. Bob Casey 
of Pennsylvania to write Vil-
sack that President Obama’s 
2009 Chesapeake Bay Execu-
tive Order had directed federal 
agencies to prioritize funding 
to help meet bay goals. The 
senators specifically high-
lighted the need for funding in 
Pennsylvania, where farms are 
significantly behind the needed 
pace to meet nutrient goals.

“USDA must live up to the 
leadership role it’s been given 
in our region by prioritizing 
improved financial and techni-
cal resources necessary for 
Susquehanna River Basin and 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
farmers to meet the goals of the 
state WIPs,” they wrote.

Distributed by Bay Journal 
News Service

Because You Are Polite
. . . Let’s Talk Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

Ginger Philbrick is the 
owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited 
to e-mail your manners ques-
tions to her and she will 

respond as time and space 
allow. You may contact her 
at youarepolite1@verizon.net 
and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP! 

I want to thank 
the voters of 

Northumberland County 
for their support during 

my campaign for
 Circuit Court Clerk.
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When you shop locally, 
the whole community gives thanks.

Get your shopping shoes on 
for 3rd Thursday, November 19th.

Join Chesapeake Bank and shop locally this holiday season. Not only will 
shopping locally save you money, but when the buck stays here, we’re 
recirculating money in our community to create a stronger local economy. 
Just go to blog.chesbank.com to see the list of participating 3rd Thursday 
businesses. Print out your list and start shopping. And let’s keep it local.

Get your shopping shoes on 
for 3rd Thursday, November 19th.

Join Chesapeake Bank and shop locally this holiday season. Not only will 
shopping locally save you money, but when the buck stays here, we’re 
recirculating money in our community to create a stronger local economy. 
Just go to blog.chesbank.com to see the list of participating 3rd Thursday 
businesses. Print out your list and start shopping. And let’s keep it local.

800-434-1181  blog.chesbank.com

This winter… 
Let us be your pride and joy’s home 

away from home  
Conveniently located on the Eastern 

Branch of Carters Creek 
 Outdoor and heated indoor dry storage 

50-ton travel lift and 
9 feet at mean low water 

CUSTOM YACHT 
SERVICE

CUSTOM YACHT 
SERVICE

96 Seafood Lane in Irvington 
(804) 438-5563 

A Full Service Boatyard

KILMARNOCK—The elec-
toral boards serving Lancaster 
and Northumberland counties 
have canvassed the November 3 
elections and report the outcomes 
of the voting processes remain 
the same as those reported last 
week.

The canvassed results were 
subsequently reported to the Vir-
ginia State Board of Elections 
(SBE).

Lancaster voters joined Senate 
District 4 in electing Ryan T. 
McDougle and House of Dele-
gates District 99 in electing Mar-
garet Bevans Ransone.

In local elections, Lancaster 
voters elected Diane Mumford 
to Clerk of Circuit Court, Jan C. 
Smith to Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney, Patrick McCranie to Sheriff, 
George E. “Sonny” Thomas to 
Commissioner of the Revenue, 
Bonnie J. Haynie to Treasurer, 
E. Derwin Booker Jr. to Soil 
and Water Conservation direc-
tor, Ernest W. Palin Jr. to District 
2 supervisor, Jason D. Bellows 
to District 3 supervisor, William 
Roosevelt Lee to District 4 super-
visor, Kenya Gibson Moody to 
District 2 school board, Audrey 
Thomasson to District 3 school 
board and Joan W. Gravatt to Dis-
trict 4 school board.

Lancaster County Voter Reg-
istrar Susan Jett reported that 
an Optical Scan (OS) machine 
failed during the election in Pre-
cinct 401 and during that time all 
voted but uncounted ballots were 
deposited into a secure side panel 
designed for such purpose, until 
the machine was put back into 
operation.

After the polls were closed, the 
uncounted ballots were removed 
from the secure compartment and 
scanned through the OS machine 
to be counted. A results tape was 
run on the machine for the final 
results tally at that time, said Jett.

Because of the machine mal-
function and election official 
uncertainty regarding the vote 
tally, the registrar’s office con-
tacted the SBE on election night 
for guidance. 

“The Virginia State Board of 
Elections advised us to perform 
a manual hand count the next 
morning to resolve our issues,” 
she said. “We were instructed to 
contact the parties and the candi-
dates involved for witness verifi-
cation. Our position was that full 
disclosure was prudent and nec-
essary.”

During the hand count the fol-
lowing morning, November 4, 
the SBE called and instructed the 
registrar’s office to “freeze” the 
hand count, secure all the ballots 
and results, and turn them over to 
the electoral board for canvass, 
said Jett. 

The electoral board was 
instructed to conduct the can-
vass based upon the paperwork 
submitted by the election offi-
cials of that precinct on election 
night.  The SBE further advised 
that once canvass was over and 
the electoral board determined 
the results, any recount would be 
up to the courts or candidates, she 
said.

In the District 4 school board 
race, the Rappahannock Record 
last week reported Gravatt won 
the seat. Unofficial results at that 
time showed Gravatt with 367 
votes and Claudette Carter Hen-
derson with 366. According to 
the SBE, the tally as of November 
4 shows Gravatt with 369 votes 
and Henderson, 368.

As of November 10, there were 
no calls for recount, said Jett. Any 
call for recount is required within 
10 days of the election.
Northumberland

In Northumberland County, 
electoral board member Margie 
Rankin reported the vote had 
been canvassed and as of Novem-
ber 10 there had been no changes 
in the outcomes.

LANCASTER—In response 
to the November 3 election, 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Robert Cunningham on Monday 
indicated a desire for a smooth 
transition as he leaves office and 
Jan C. Smith takes over.

Smith won the recent Lan-
caster County Commonwealth’s 
Attorney race with 2,295 votes 
to Cunningham’s 2,068.

“I pledge a smooth and 

informative transition for the 
new Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney. I have already contacted 
Mr. Smith and made plans to 
meet with him to bring him 
up to speed on our filing, court 
system, and all aspects of the 
office so that he can hit the 
ground running on January 1,” 
said Cunningham.

“It is inherent of our demo-
cratic system and serves the 

people of Lancaster County 
best to have such a cooperative 
exchange to advance the jus-
tice system in Lancaster as the 
county integrates a new Com-
monwealth’s attorney and sher-
iff,” said Cunningham. 

“I am grateful to have served 
and to now do everything in my 
power to make the transition of 
this important office as seamless 
as possible,” he said.

Localities canvass the vote

Cunningham vows a smooth transition

Northumberland voters 
joined Senate District 4 in elect-
ing Ryan T. McDougle and 
House of Delegates District 99 
in electing Margaret Bevans 
Ransone.

In local elections, Northum-
berland voters elected Deborah 
Thomas Bingham to Clerk of 
Circuit Court, Jane Blackwell 
Wrightson to Commonwealth’s 
Attorney, James R. “Doc” Lyons 
to Sheriff, Todd E. Thomas to 
Commissioner of the Revenue, 

Ellen Booker Kirby to Trea-
surer, Robert G. Vanlandingham 
and Robert E. Pickett to Soil 
and Water Conservation direc-
tor, A. Joseph “Joe” Self  Sr. to 
District 1 supervisor, Thomas 
H. “Tommy” Tomlin to District 
4 supervisor, Ronnie L. Jett to 
District 5 supervisor, Dana Deihl 
O’Bier to District 1 school board, 
Betty B. Christopher to District 4 
school board and Gayle Haynie 
Sterrett to District 5 school 
board. 

In the District 4 school board 
race, the Rappahannock Record 
last week reported Christopher 
won the seat. Unofficial results 
at that time showed Christopher 
with 457 votes and Allen W. 
Garland Jr. with 375. Accord-
ing to the SBE, the tally as of 
November 5 shows Christopher 
with 659 votes and Garland, 
379.

Tallies in other elections in 
both counties may have changed 
insignificantly.

■ Early dedline
Because Thanksgiving falls 

on a Thursday, the Record will 
appear on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 25, and deadlines will be 
on Monday, November 23. The 
deadline for display ads is 10 
a.m. and the deadline for clas-
sified ads and news is noon.

The Record office will be 
closed Thursday and Friday, 
November 26 and 27, for the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

NEWS 
BREAK


