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Richard Russell remembers.
He saw the deck of his ship washed down by German 

shells narrowly missing on D-Day. He saw the flag at Iwo 
Jima. He heard the “Fat Man” atomic bomb go off at Naga-
saki.

In 1943, Russell and seven other boys graduated from 
Lively High School and went directly into the service.

“We were supposed to go in February, but because we were 
in the last year of high school, they deferred us until June,” 
Russell said. He joined the Navy and was put aboard the 
aging battleship USS Arkansas.

He was one of five Lancaster natives among the Arkansas’ 
1,800-man complement of sailors and Marines, including 
Willard Hall, Emerson Richards, Arnold Smith and Neade 
Ransone.

“Out of the whole ship, I think 99% of them was under 25 
years old,” Russell said. The Navy confiscated diaries and 
redacted letters home to protect the ship in time of war. Rus-
sell said letters to his mother were heavily censored. “She 
could read but two words,” Russell said.

The Arkansas was launched in 1911 and served in World 
War I, but saw no action. She was modernized in 1925 to 
update her guns, armor, and install an aircraft catapult.

Russell was a petty officer second class who sat in the back 
seat of an OS2U Kingfisher reconnaissance plane. He was 
a gunner, radioman, and flight mechanic, while the pilot up 
front controlled the aircraft. The aircraft was launched from a 
catapult, then made a water landing and was winched back up 
to the ship by a crane.

As radio operator, he had to constantly change frequencies 
to foil German listening, and the radio operators used code to 

communicate. His aircrew’s nickname was “Blackmarket.”
On June 6, D-Day, the Arkansas fired her first shots in 

anger toward Omaha Beach. Only two days before the land-
ings began it was decided the Kingfisher was too slow to fly 
over Normandy, so Russell stayed to work aboard the Arkan-
sas.

The Arkansas’ main battery had twelve 12-inch guns. The 
targets were a German headquarters in a church and a radar 
station near the beach. The sailors had been taught how to 
survive if they had to swim ashore, because the Navy was 
expecting torpedoes, which the battleship would be unable to 
avoid.

The Allies found themselves stymied by heavy gun 
emplacements near the shore. Unable to penetrate the con-
crete fortifications and silence the guns, the Arkansas, the 
USS Nevada, and the USS Texas were sent to draw fire from 
the guns so that other ships could zero in on the guns.

“We were expendable, we were old,” Russell said.

Remembering World War II aboard the USS Arkansas

Richard Russell lives a quiet life now at his waterfront home.

by Renss Greene

REMEMBERING WORLD WAR II, continued on page A2
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LANCASTER—Lancaster voters 
elected a new Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney, Jan C. Smith, and chose Patrick 
McCranie to serve as the county’s 
next sheriff, according to unofficial 
results released Tuesday, November 3.

Smith won a contentious race to 
unseat incumbent Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Robert L. Cunningham with 
52.11% of the vote. Smith tallied 
2,295 votes to Cunningham’s 2,068.

Smith said he is “ready to restore 
the professionalism of the office.”

“I look forward to talking to the 
defense attorneys and seeing how 
the new working relationship will 
effect a better sense of, I think, what 
I call courtroom accord,” Smith said. 
“I think that for the past four years 
we’ve had difficulty getting that spirit 
of cooperation, and I hope to make 
everything a smoother and more effi-
cient operation.”

McCranie handily beat three other 
candidates with 52.38% of the Lan-
caster vote. He was trailed by Melvin 
L. Howard Jr. with 24.57%, Michael 
S. “Mike” Bedell with 15.76%, and 
Joan Norris Kent with 7.27% of votes.

McCranie said he would start “tran-
sitional meetings” with retiring sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett.

“As I’ve said all along, I would like 

Lancaster elects Smith, McCranie, Gravatt, Moody, Thomasson, Lee

Jan C. Smith Patrick McCranie

by Renss Greene

to formulate a multijurisdictional task 
force with the State Police,” McCra-
nie said. “We certainly want to do 
a citizen advisory committee that’s 
reflective of the community to meet 
with the sheriff.”

McCranie also promised a mentor-
ing program at the Boys and Girl Club 
of the Northern Neck, community out-
reach, and community policing to “try 
to bridge the gap between law enforce-
ment and the community at large and 
develop a trust that we’re not quite 
seeing in the country right now.”

School board and
board of supervisors

District 3 school board candidate 
Joan W. Gravatt won election by a 
single vote.

Gravatt won 367 votes to Claudette 
Carter Henderson’s 366. There were 
four write-in votes.

“That says there were two very 
qualified candidates, and a choice was 
made, and I am humbled and honored 
to be elected to serve,” Gravatt said. 
She said her first priority is to “sit 
quietly and listen,” and to “continue 

to build a good relationship with the 
board of supervisors and to make sure 
that every child has the best opportu-
nity they could for the best education 
they could get in Lancaster County.”

“The voters spoke, and they elected 
Mrs. Gravatt by one vote,” said Hen-
derson. “I wish her well.”

In District 2, Kenya Gibson Moody 
won 54.83% of the vote to replace 
retiring member Ella Davis. Her 
opponent, Sandra Dee Zeiler, won 
44.44% of the vote.

“Sandra and I both are very involved 
with the schools,” Moody said. “I 
think the citizens couldn’t have gone 
wrong with either one of us.”

Moody said her first step would 
be to get acquainted with the board 
members in her new role as a member 
instead of a parent.

“It’s easy to be on one side of the 
fence, but now I’m on the other side 
of the fence, and I don’t know them as 
board members, and they don’t know 
me as a board member,” Moody said.

In District 3, Audrey Thomas-
son defeated incumbent Donald M. 
McCann III with 50.94% of the vote 
to McCann’s 48.53%. 

“I appreciate the many citizens who 
came out to support me, both in Dis-
trict 3 and across the county,” said 
Thomasson. “This was their win, as 
well, and I sincerely thank them. Now 

we need to move forward and create 
the best schools for our students and 
community.”

District 4 supervisor William Roo-
sevelt Lee defeated challenger Shawn 
E. Donahue with 75.85% of his dis-
trict’s vote to retain his seat.
Uncontested races

Clerk of Court Diane H. Mumford 
won 3,770 votes against 25 write-ins.

Commissoner of Revenue George 
E. “Sonny” Thomas Jr. won 3,963 
votes against 25 write-ins.

Treasurer Bonnie J. D. Haynie won 
3,971 votes against 24 write-ins.

Soil and Water Conservation direc-
tor E. Derwin Booker won 3,570 votes. 
There were two seats available and 57 
write-ins, although those names were 
not available at press time.

District 2 supervisor Ernest W. 
Palin Jr. won 642 votes against 15 
write-ins.

District 3 supervisor and board 
chairman Jason D. Bellows won 865 
votes against 30 write-ins.

At the state level, Sen. Ryan T. 
McDougle won 3,217 votes against 
303 write-ins. Del. Margaret Bevans 
Ransone won 3,250 votes against 365 
write-ins.

Northumberland
election results, A-2
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The ships made two passes, 
escaping unharmed, and the 
German guns were destroyed.

“The Germans called us the 
Ghost Ship,” Russell said. “They 
couldn’t figure it out, but I knew 
what was going on. The Texas, 
the Nevada, and the Arkansas 
were almost identical.” At a 
distance, he said, the ships were 
indistinguishable, so the Ger-
mans kept seeing the same ship 
pop up in all different places.

“We had the best gunners in 
the world,” Russell said. “They 
got so accurate, they’d cut down 
the towline in practices.” He 
remembered being able to see 
the ship’s massive 12-inch shells 
flying through the air, and the 
deafening noise on deck.

“On that first night, I was so 
damn tired, I tell you,” Russell 
said. “I went down in the potato 
locker, three of us did. They were 
making so much damn noise we 
couldn’t sleep.”

Russell and the other sailors 
shut the door to the locker to try 

to get some rest. After laying 
down for a while, Russell put 
his hand out and felt something 
sticky. One of the other sailors lit 
a match to see. The locker was 
full of bodies the Arkansas had 
retrieved from the water.

“They were all dead, just 
stacked up in there,” Russell 
said. “A whole damn locker full 

of them. And that feeling on 
my hands, sticky, it was body 
fluids.”

The Arkansas survived D-Day 
unscathed and with no losses, 
but not everyone was so lucky in 
the infamously fierce and bloody 
landings at Normandy.

“I’ve never told this before, 
but I witnessed it,” Russell said. 
“The biggest mistake in that 
whole invasion was Eisenhower 
and Churchill and them didn’t 
prepare a place for the 29th Divi-
sion to land,” Russell said.

The 29th Infantry Division, a 
formation of the Army National 
Guard, suffered such heavy and 
devastating losses in the inva-
sion of occupied France that its 
small hometown of Bedford was 
chosen as the site of the National 
D-Day Memorial. Russell said 
things might have gone differ-
ently if the area around their 
landing site had been cleared 
out with heavy bombardment in 
advance.

“The big guns didn’t kill 

them,” he said. “The snipers got 
them.”

After D-Day, the Arkansas 
carried prisoners to North Africa. 
They told their captors it was the 
worst bombardment they’d ever 
experienced. Then the Arkansas 
returned to the U.S. to rearm. 
All her heavy gun barrels had to 
be replaced, the rifling worn out 
by the action on D-Day. Except 
for a layover of a few months 
in Boston while the ship was 
rearmed, the Arkansas seldom 
stopped moving.

“Our ship never stopped,” 
Russell said. “Man overboard, or 
whatever the problem, they don’t 
stop the battleship. They just 
keep on rolling.”

After rearming, the Arkansas 
steamed to the Pacific to finish 
the fight. It provided fire support 
at Iwo Jima, where Russell saw 
the flag from Joe Rosenthal’s 
famous 1945 photo “Raising the 
Flag on Iwo Jima.”

The ship continued its journey 
toward the Phillipines and Japan. 

Kamikaze attacks were frequent 
and fierce, but the Arkansas 
avoided harm. Russell said on 
August 9 he heard a noise, but 
didn’t know what it was. The 
Arkansas ferried Marines to and 
from Nagasaki in the aftermath 
of the nuclear explosion.

Then it was all over but the 
trip home, and 70 years of 
silence. The Navy sent him his 
honorable discharge and the 
Arkansas’ Atlantic and Pacific 
war diaries, and Russell never 
talked about the war outside of 
his own family.

“I never did think that I was 
a hero,” he said. “Any time you 
gotta kill people, fight people, 
and shoot them... all those boys 
we killed, people we killed, were 
somebody’s children. It was 
either kill or be killed, and that 
always made me take a back 
seat. So I didn’t tell anyone.”

Thanks to Kilmarnock 
Museum president Carroll Lee 
Ashburn for help in contacting 
and interviewing Mr. Russell.

A young Richard Russell 
aboard the USS Arkansas

Remembering World War II aboard the USS Arkansas
continued from page A1
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HEATHSVILLE—Northum-
berland voters chose James R. 
“Doc” Lyons to replace retiring 
Sheriff Chuck Wilkins accord-
ing to unofficial results released 
by the Virginia Department of 
Elections Tuesday, November 3.

Lyons defeated challenger, 
colleague, and friend Peyton W. 
Waller Sr. with 62.87% of the 
vote to Waller’s 37.07%.

Northumberland picks Lyons as sheriff; Bingham, Jett, 
Tomlin re-elected to posts; Sterrett and O’Bier win seats

by Renss Greene “I’m looking forward to 
working with a good group of 
people,” Lyons said. “Again, I 
have to congratulate Peyton on 
the way he ran his campaign. 
He’s a good man.”

Lyons said his first priority 
would be to meet with Sheriff 
Wilkins to create a transition 
process.

“There’s a lot about the office 
that I’m going to have to get 
him to show me the ropes on,” 

Lyons said. “There’s a lot of 
things I have not dealt with, and 
I’m looking forward to doing 
that.”

Northumberland voters also 
kept incumbent Clerk of Court 
Deborah Thomas Bingham with 
51.04% of the vote against a 
vigorous challenge from Karen 
O. “Toni” Allison, who won 
48.85% of the vote. Bingham 
thanked the community for its 
“continued support” and said 
the office will be “business as 
usual.”
School board and 
board of supervisors

District 5 school board chair-
man Richard P. Saxer was 
unseated by Gayle Haynie Ster-
rett, who won 66.09% of the 
vote to Saxer’s 33.91%. Vice 
chair Betty B. Christopher sur-
vived a challenge by Allen W. 
Garland Jr. with 54.735% of the 
vote.

Dana Deihl O’Bier won the 
race for the district 1 school 
board seat with 51.29% of the 
vote. She defeated Matthew C. 
“Matt” Brent and Jim F. Michel, 
who had previously been 
appointed to a partial term on the 
school board upon the departure 
of former board member Susan 
Saunders. All three candidates 
applied to the school board for 

appointment at that time.
Meanwhile, the board of 

supervisors remains unchanged. 
District 5 chairman Ronnie L. 
Jett defended his seat against 
Kathryn T. “Kitty” Creeth with 
61.38% of the vote. Incumbent 
Thomas H. “Tommy” Tomlin 
held onto his seat with 70.85% 
of the vote.
Uncontested races

Commonwealth’s attorney 
Jane Blackwell Wrightson won 
3,878 votes against 56 write-ins.

Commissioner of Revenue 
Todd E. Thomas won 4,152 
votes against 28 write-ins.

Treasurer Ellen Booker Kirby 
won 3,301 votes against 17 

write-ins.
Soil and Water Conservation 

director Robert G. Vanland-
ingham won 3,722 votes. As in 
Lancaster, there were two seats 
available and only one name on 
the ballot. The winner will be 
selected from among 102 write-
ins. Those names were not avail-
able at press time.

District 1 supervisor A. 
Joseph “Joe” Self Sr. won 640 
votes against 16 write-ins.

At the state level, Senator 
Ryan T. McDougle won 3,391 
votes against 122 write-ins, and 
Delegate Margaret Bevans Ran-
sone won 3,011 votes against 
101 write-ins.

Deborah Thomas Bingham James R. “Doc” Lyons



Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett this 
week reported charges against  
six individuals.
Felonies

Joseph Cox Jr., 24, of the 
2500 block of Morattico Road 
was charged October 28 on 
11 counts of credit card theft, 
11 counts of credit card fraud, 
and one count of fraudulently 
receiving goods/services valued 
at more than $200, all felonies. 
Misdemeanors

A Washington Street man, 
21, was charged October 26 
with failure to appear in court.

A Ring Farm Road woman, 
61, was charged October 27 
with domestic assault and bat-
tery.

A School Street man, 45, 
was charged October 27 on an 
Amelia County charge of viola-
tion of a protective order. 

An East Church Street 
woman, 61, was charged Octo-
ber 29 with domestic assault 
and battery.

A River Road woman, 35, 
was charged October 31 with 
assault and battery.
Activity report

October 26: Staff received 
a residential burglary report 
from a Lancaster Creek Drive 
resident (Xbox game station, 
WII game station; $600 loss); 
took into custody a teenage 
female who was a runaway 
from Suffolk; and assisted Nor-
thumberland authorities on a 
shooting call at Browns Store.

October 27: Staff 
responded to a domestic dis-
turbance in the 300 block 
of Browns Store Road, to a 
domestic disturbance on Rocky Neck Road, with 
Kilmarnock Police Department (KPD) to an 
assault call in the 400 block of North Main Street, 
and to a noise violation complaint on Washington 
Street; received a walk-in complaint for a domes-
tic assault warrant (warrant and protective order 
issued by the magistrate), a walk-in complaint 
for a protective order (order issued by the mag-
istrate), and a walk-in complaint for a domestic 
assault warrant and a protective order (warrant 
and order issued by the magistrate); and notified 
Middlesex authorities of a juvenile behavioral 
complaint on General Puller Highway.

October 28: Staff attempted to locate a Buz-
zards Neck Road man whose personal effects 
and identification were found in a ditch in York 
County (family member advised that the man was 
stationed in Germany and made arrangements to 
recover the effects); responded to the 900 block 
of Christ Church Road for a domestic distur-
bance involving a cell phone (complainant later 
filed for a protective order; magistrate declined to 
issue such an order), with KPD to a single-vehi-
cle traffic crash on East Church Street, to a tres-
pass complaint on Gaskins Road, to a complaint 
of a trespass by parked vehicle in the 17500 block 
of Mary Ball Road, with Virginia State Police 
(VSP) to a domestic disturbance in the 900 block 
of Griffins Landing Road (EMS dispatched; DSS 
contacted regarding temporary custody of chil-
dren), and to the 18500 block of Mary Ball Road 
for a domestic disturbance involving keys to a 
vehicle; received a residential attempted burglary 
report from the 600 block of Ottoman Ferry Road 
(no damages or loss reported), a walk-in report of 
credit card fraud ($206 loss all on June 10, 2015 
in overseas transactions), and a residential bur-
glary report from the 2900 block of Black Stump 
Road (Sig Sauer .357, Glock .45, Glock .380, 
Glock 9 mm, money; $3,775 loss).

October 29: Staff responded with KPD to a 
protective order violation complaint on Fox Hill 
Drive, to a two-vehicle traffic crash at River and 
Rocky Neck roads, to the area of Old Mill Cove 
Road on a traffic complaint involving an elderly 
driver who may be confused, to a juvenile behav-
ioral complaint on Sage Hill Road, to the Dymer 
Shores subdivision on a complaint of a suspi-
cious/unknown vehicle driving through the sub-
division for an extended length of time (vehicle 
was gone on arrival); and received a larceny com-

plaint from the 18800 block of 
Mary Ball Road (box of sweet 
potatoes taken from garage).

October 30: Staff 
responded to Hawthorne Avenue 
on a possible larceny incident 
(investigation to determine if 
criminal or civil incident), to an 
assault call in the 400 block of 
North Main Street (customer 
assaulted store clerk; arrest 
reported on October 31), to a 
suspicious vehicle complaint 
in the 3900 block of White 
Chapel Road (disabled vehicle 
parked on private property), and 
to a domestic disturbance on 
Hodges Lane; received a felony 
bad check report ($201 loss), 
and a complaint of a pedestrian 
interfering with traffic on Black 
Stump Road (no officer in posi-
tion to respond).

October 31: During routine 
late night business checks, staff 
responded to assist KPD when 
an open door was discovered 
on Old Fairgrounds Way (no 
criminal incident), with VSP to 
a two-vehicle traffic crash in the 
11100 block of Mary Ball Road, 
to a disturbance call in the 6000 
block of Windmill Point Road, 
to a suspicious/disabled vehicle 
complaint in the 6000 block of 
Windmill Point Road (vehicle 
gone on arrival); and received 
a complaint from a Lively area 
resident of the theft of license 
plates from a vehicle. 

November 1: Staff inter-
cepted a reported possible drunk 
driver in the Brookvale area (no 
impairment), responded with 
EMS to a medical emergency 
in the White Stone area when 
an elderly person fell inside 

the home and could not get up, and to a minor 
traffic collision on private property in the White 
Stone area; and received a residential attempted 
burglary report from West Highview Drive 
(attempted entry into a storage shed; no loss or 
damages reported).

November 2: Staff received a walk-in com-
plaint of an abandoned/vandalized vehicle in the 
3700 block of Lara Road (disabled vehicle; no 
vandalism involved); and responded to Trappers 
Lane for a stolen vehicle report (vehicle was 
parked in Lively).
Activity report

The sheriff’s staff also conducted five traf-
fic stops, issued two summonses, assisted five 
motorists, recorded seven deer strike accidents, 
handled two calls for traffic control, investigated 
nine building alarms, logged an inmate transport, 
received 11 E911 hangup calls and fielded five 
calls for animal control service.
Fire calls

White Stone Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a power line fire in the 200 block of 
Rappahannock Drive.

Kilmarnock VFD responded to separate traffic 
crashes in the 100 block of East Church Street, 
and in the 11100 block of Mary Ball Road.

Upper Lancaster VFD responded to a traf-
fic crash at River and Rocky Neck roads, a deer 
strike crash at White Chapel and Courthouse 
roads, and a hazmat gas spill in the 8600 block of 
Mary Ball Road. 

 Northumberland County Sheriff 
Chuck Wilkins this week reported charges 
against four individuals.
Felonies

Travis R. Marshall, 25, of Lottsburg was 
charged October 28 with a capias to show cause 
for failing to comply with the conditions of his 
suspended sentence.
Misdemeanors

A Bealeton man, 20, was charged October 20 
with failing to sterilize an animal that he adopted 
from the Northumberland County Animal Shelter.

A Chesterfield man, 32, was charged October 
27 with a capias/attachment of the body for fail-
ing to pay child support.

A Warsaw woman, 34, was charged Octo-
ber 28 with failing to sterilize an animal that 
she adopted from the Northumberland County 
Animal Shelter.

Lancaster Country 
Crime Solvers seeks 
help solving a recent 
breaking and entering.

Sometime between the 
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 
3:30 p.m. on October 
28, a person or persons 
entered a home at 2957 
Black Stump Road, 
Weems. 

Entry was make by the 
rear window. Stolen from 
the house was a jar of 
coins, and guns, including 
a Sig Sauer 357, Glock 
45, Glock 380 and a 
Glock 9mm. 

If you have information 
on these weapons, saw a 
strange vehicle, persons 
or suspicious activity in 
the area, call Lancaster 
County Crime Solvers 
462-7463. Call also if you 
witness anyone trying to 
sell a gun, or using a large 
amount of coins as spend-
ing money. 

Your phone call will 
not be recorded on this 
line. Your information 
will be kept confidential. 
You do not have to give 
your name or appear in 
court.

If your information is 
useful, you could receive 
a reward up to $1,000.

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS

CRIME 
SOLVERS
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NEW TO THE AREA?
A “COME HERE?”

Jean’s Bargain Center Welcomes You.
Stop by... Visit us... Check us out!
We are your friendly neighborhood

Consignment Shop Since 1978 
Clothing, Household, Jewelry and more...

Jean’s Bargain Center
“Why Buy New When Used Will Do?”

804-580 2850
Between Heathsville & Burgess

Southern Caribbean 

Panama canal sunfarer

LEAVING FROM FT. LAUDERDALE

February 15-26, 2016

11 DAYS OF SUN & FUN
Ports of call include: Half Moon Cay; Kralendjik, Bonaire; 
Willemstad, Curacao; Cartagena, Columbia; Panama Canal; 

Puerto Limon and Coast Rica
DEPOSIT: $600.00 Per Person at time of booking

Final payment due December 2, 2015
DON’T WAIT TOO LONG TO BOOK YOUR CABIN!

Adventure Travel
Chesapeake Commons, Kilmarnock

804-436-9200     1-877-436-9200
“Come join us - we’re going places”

FRESH 
FLORIDA NAVeLS 
& GRAPEFRUIT
SALE

KILMARNOCK
SEVENTH-DAY

ADVENTIST CHURCH

Christmas Decoration 
Blowout Sale!

Starting Saturday, Nov. 7 at 8:30 am
Wreaths, trees, ornaments, blow-ups, 
outdoor and indoor décor, lights, new 

and vintage, gifts, and more! 
Open every weekend until Christmas! 

Thursday - Saturday 8:30 am-4:30 pm
Sunday 12:30 pm-4:30 pm

Lancaster 
Courthouse 

For additional details call Brad 
(804) 577-7449

KILMARNOCK—The Rappahannock Pistol and Rifle Club 
will sponsor Refuse To Be A Victim, a crime prevention and 
personal safety seminar, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. November 7 at 
Lancaster Community Library, 235 School Street, Kilmarnock.

Refuse To Be A Victim® was developed by the National Rifle 
Association in 1996 in response to nationwide requests for crime 
prevention seminars, explained instructor Bob Heller.

 Members of the law enforcement community across the coun-
try have endorsed the program, which is appropriate for teenag-
ers and adults, said Heller.

 Topics will address personal safety in the home, in the auto-
mobile, and in public places, while also discussing telephone, 
technological, and travel security, he said.

  Seminar participants are presented with a variety of com-
mon-sense crime prevention and personal safety strategies, said 
Heller. A display of numerous devices folks may integrate into 
their daily lives improving their personal security is provided. 

Refuse To Be A Victim® is not a firearms-related program, he 
added.

The seminar will be open to the public at a cost of $35, which 
includes all program materials and light refreshments. Pre-regis-
tration is required. To register, visit refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-be-
a-victim.aspx, or rprclub.com. 

■ Recognition
Del. Margaret Ransone 

recently was named a 2015 
Traffic Safety Champion by 
DRIVE SMART Virginia.

She created “Be Proud, Be 
Protected,” an event to raise 
awareness about safety. She 
participated in National Night 
Out and the ATT “It Can Wait” 
campaign; and also introduced 
legislation to make August 
Losing Loved Ones in a Tragic 
Accident Month in Virginia.

LANCASTER—The fol-
lowing cases were heard Octo-
ber 23 in Lancaster County 
Circuit Court by Judge Harry 
T. Taliaferro III.

Centrix Brandell Palmer of 
Lancaster did not show up in 
court for a review of restitu-
tion payments. Judge Talia-
ferro noted Palmer has not 
made a payment since January 
on $2,500 remaining. The case 
was continued to November 9. 

Ronyece M. Turpin of 
Warsaw was in court for 
review on restitution pay-
ment. Judge Taliaferro issued 
a non-compliance since her 
last payment was in April. 
Her attorney was not in court. 
The review was continued to 
November 9.

Carlesha Shawvel Reed of 
Lancaster was in court for 
show cause. Her attorney was 
not in court and the case was 

continued without a new court 
date.

A case involving Shirena 
T. Betts of Kilmarnock was 
under review for restitution 
payments. Because she has 
continued to make payments, 
Judge Taliaferro ordered her 
next review for April 22, 2016.

Keyvone Trayus Williams 
of Lancaster is charged with 
probation violation on five 
felony convictions. The case 
was continued to January 8, 
2016.

Montae Javon Smith of Lan-
caster is charged with proba-
tion violation of one felony 
and three misdemeanors. His 
case was continued without an 
assigned hearing date.

Timothy Lamarr Moody of 
Hampton was not served on 
probation violations on 13 
felony convictions. The case 
was continued to January 22, 
2016.

Mya T. Sumiel of Farnham 

is charged with two proba-
tion violations on felony con-
victions. She had previously 
claimed she had no docu-
mentation for completing her 
community service sentence. 
A witness testified Sumiel had 
worked off the hours babysit-
ting for her child, however, 
because the time was not doc-
umented, the judge ordered 
written verification of her 
hours by November 9.

Christopher O’Neal Crock-
ett of Weems is charged with 
probation violation on one 
felony and one misdemeanor. 
His case was continued to 
December 21 because his 
attorney was unavailable for 
court.

Brandy Nicole Bartron 
of Newport News had show 
cause charges dismissed 
because she completed restitu-
tion payments and a substance 
abuse program.

John Robert George of 

LANCASTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT REPORT
by Audrey Thomasson Kilmarnock is charged with 

probation violations. His 
attorney said he is on fugitive 
status. The case was continued 
to December 21.

Judge Taliaferro issued a 
capias for Brandon T. Fischer 
of White Stone after his attor-
ney said he was not trans-
ported to court from another 
jail. The case was continued to 
December 21.

Russell Lee Dodson of 
Callao was found guilty in a 
bench trial of text messaging 
threats over his cell phone to 
his ex-wife’s boyfriend. Judge 
Taliaferro asked for a pre-sen-
tence report for January 22, 
2016.

Dwayne Lee Jackson of 
White Stone appealed a Gen-
eral District Court conviction 
of misdemeanor shoplifting. 
The case was set for trial on 
January 22, 2016.

Diakeshia Brooks of Farn-
ham had a charge of misde-
meanor shoplifting dismissed 
after review by Judge Talia-
ferro. 

Vincent O’Neal Noel of 
Burgess pled guilty after a 
felony charge of stealing was 
reduced to a misdemeanor. He 
was sentenced to 12 months, 
all suspended, and two years 
probation.

Patrick Meis of White Stone 
was scheduled for trial on mis-
demeanor assault. It was post-
poned until December 21. 

In a plea deal, Deondre 
Lampkin of Heathsville pled 
guilty to one felony shoplift-
ing charge. A second felony 
was dismissed. He was sen-
tenced to five years with all 
suspended, and barred from 
Walmart in Kilmarnock. He 
is on supervised probation for 
one year and was ordered to 
pay restitution of $742.

Crime prevention
seminar set Nov. 7

NEWS 
BREAK
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This winter… 
Let us be your pride and joy’s home 

away from home  
Conveniently located on the Eastern 

Branch of Carters Creek 
 Outdoor and heated indoor dry storage 

50-ton travel lift and 
9 feet at mean low water 

CUSTOM YACHT 
SERVICE

CUSTOM YACHT 
SERVICE

96 Seafood Lane in Irvington 
(804) 438-5563 

A Full Service Boatyard

N    BLETT, INC.
Keep Warm - Be Cool

 Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Saturday 8:00 am - 3:00 pm 

www.noblett.com
17 South Main Street

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

instantly on exclusive GE® Slate finish 
appliances through Dec. 2.

*

GE® SLATE AVERAGE CONSUMER RATING
4.5

The Duke family

*$20 to $900

In Kilmarnock, Calvin Taylor shows his daughters, 
Kimorea (left) and Chanell, that Halloween can be fun 
for adults too. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

Girl Scout Troop 368 members Jaylyn Carter, Trinity 
and Serenity Sorey and troop leader Linda Walker 
(above) passed out candy at Northern Neck Computer 
Consultants LLC on Halloween. Assistant troop leader 
Annette Clark also participated.

Jamie Lang, the cutest 
little John Deere, starts his 
trick-or-treat walk from 
Burkes Fine Jewelers.

A green alien has his hands 
full with Evan Hinton. Photo 
by Audrey Thomasson

Parading along Main Street, 
Jenaya Cox enchants in 
her glittering dress and 
feathered mask. Photo by 
Audrey Thomasson

winners in Irvington. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

There were plenty of superheroes and Disney characters 
visiting the Steptoe’s District. Photo by Audrey Thomasson

In Irvington, Elizabeth 
Stanley glows in her 

which she made using a 
clear umbrella. Photo by 
Audrey Thomasson

Halloween comes to towns
The streets of Kilmarnock on 

Halloween were crawling with 
ghouls and goblins, enchant-
ing princesses and little min-
ions, scary clowns and wicked 
witches, jail birds, beautiful 
angels, Transformers, rabbits, 
turtles, cats, pigs and other 
small animals, and even a politi-

cal candidate or two.
The Kilmarnock Kandy for 

Kids event, sponsored by the 
Town of Kilmarnock and the 
Lancaster by the Bay Chamber 
of Commerce, attracted hun-
dreds of children to the Steptoe’s 
District.

Businesses handed out candy 
and the White Stone Church of 
the Nazarene sponsored games. 

In Irvington, the commons 
was taken over by the likes of 
the grim reaper, Barbie (still in 
the box), cheerleaders, ninjas, 
aliens, glowing jellyfish, a camp 
fire, Maleficent, spotted leop-
ards, giraffes and cows, and an 
alien hauling off a small child.

The costume contest was 
sponsored by the Irvington Vil-
lage Improvement Association 
which handed out bags of candy 
and plenty of titles for best cos-
tume. 

See more kids in costume at 
RRecord.com.

by Audrey Thomasson

Smith Point Sea 
Rescue vice president 
Jim Bullard reported crews 
responded to the following 
calls for assistance in Octo-
ber:

October 16: At 5:30 
a.m., the sheriff called to 
report that the Coast Guard 
had received a distress signal 
from an emergency position-
indicating radio beacon. The 
signal was sent from a vessel 
near buoy 65 in the Chesa-
peake Bay. 

The Sea Rescue Crew for 
Rescue 1 scrambled out of 
bed and launched from the 
Reedville boathouse. The 
crew searched around the 
signal location in rough seas 
but could find no vessel in 
distress. Assumption is that a 
vessel inadvertently sent the 
signal and did not rescind it. 
Time on call, 2 hours.

October 16: At 2:30 p.m. 
the captain on a 39-foot Cata-
lina sailboat reported he was 
hard aground in Cockrell’s 
Creek. Rescue 1 attempted to 
pull the boat free with no suc-
cess. The captain then advised 
that the sailboat has a winged 
keel that had obviously dug 
well into the bottom mud.

The crew lined up Rescue 1 
and applied heavy prop wash 
to the keel, unburying the 
keel and allowing the vessel 
to be freed and towed into 
deep water in the Great Wic-
omico River. Since the cap-
tain was from New Jersey and 
unfamiliar with our waters, 
Rescue 1 then escorted him to 
his desired location on Ware-
house Creek. Time on call, 2 
hours.

October 18: At 2:30 p.m. 
a distress call was received 
from the captain of a 34-foot 
Four Winds cabin cruiser who 
reported he had run out of gas 
in the Little Wicomico River. 
The Sea Rescue captain on 
duty that week keeps his per-
sonal boat on those waters so 
he called his crew and they 
set out in his small boat to 
deliver a can of gas.

Once underway, they deter-
mined that the vessel in dis-
tress was actually outside the 

SMITH POINT SEA RESCUE REPORT
jetties and in 4- to 5-foot seas, 
east of Smith Point Light. 
They were able to reach the 
vessel and deliver the gas 
in very rough weather. The 
cabin cruiser was able to start 
its engine but did not have 
enough gas to reach safety. 
Sea Rescue then launched 
Rescue 1 that had the power 
to handle the seas and to tow 
the cruiser into Smith Point 
Marina. Time on call, 4 hours.

October 25: At 9:15 p.m. 
the sheriff reported the Coast 
Guard in Baltimore had been 
informed of a sailboat near 
the Smith Point jetties tangled 
in a pound net. The captain, 
who was alone, appeared to be 
sick and somewhat unrespon-
sive. In rough and misty seas, 
Rescue 1 found the 32-foot 
O’Day sailboat with its bow 
well into a net and its jib badly 
fouled. The captain, an elderly 
gentleman, was unable to use 
his VHS radio to communi-

cate. The crew was able to get 
a line onto his bow and to pull 
the vessel free.

Once under tow, the cap-
tain disappeared below deck 
leaving the helm free and 
his boat drifting from side to 
side. When they reached Jen-
nings Boatyard at 1 a.m., the 
crew called the Rescue Squad 
to care for the captain, who 
was taken to Rappahannock 
General Hospital and treated 
for dehydration and hypo-
thermia. Several days later a 
member of Smith Point Sea 
Rescue drove the gentleman 
to Newport News where he 
rented a car. His boat is still 
at Jennings Boatyard. Time 
on call, 4 hours.    

Smith Point Sea Rescue can 
be reached on channel 16 or 
by calling 911. Rescue I and 
II are based on the Great Wic-
omico River and Rescue III is 
on Lodge Creek off the Yeo-
comico River.
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Now available at 
Kilmarnock Antique Gallery

144 School St, Kilmarnock
Place your holiday orders early!
Call Will Bonner (850) 866-1757

“Your Northern Neck Connection for Whitley’s”

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Going Once...Going Twice...
Drop Anchor at the

RIVAH AUCTION HOUSE 
& EVENTS CENTER

33 Irvington Road, Kilmarnock, Va 22482
Opening Soon!

A Unique Event Venue 
Right in the Heart of Downtown Kilmarnock!

 and CELEBRATIONS!

Call or Email Soon to Schedule YOUR Next Event!
!

LANCASTER—Supervisors 
last week took a step toward 
participation in the legal fight 
against Dominion Power’s plans 
to erect transmission towers 
across the Rappahannock River.

By a 5-0 vote on October 29, 
Lancaster supervisors autho-
rized the county attorney to 
attend and represent the county 
at the Virginia State Corpora-
tion Commission (SCC) evi-
dentiary hearing on November 
17. 

Supervisors stopped short of 
making a financial commitment 
as requested by the No Towers 
organization.

Thursday’s action took place 
after a closed session. The law 
firm of Sands Anderson repre-
sents the county in legal mat-
ters.

George Bott asked supervi-
sors to contribute financial aid 
based on the towers being in 
direct conflict with the compre-
hensive plan. “Placing towers 
in the middle of the river where 
there were none before” goes 
against the plan “which calls for 
preservation of the rural charac-
ter and heritage, protecting nat-
ural resources and controlling 
the character of development,” 
he said.

“The estimated cost of Wil-
liam Barnhardt’s lawsuit is 
about $50,000. Forty percent 
will be raised privately,” Bott 
told supervisors. “We are 
asking the county to fund part 
in order to protect the Rappa-
hannock River.” He suggested 
the money could come from 

LANCASTER—Some 105 
craft beer breweries are scat-
tered throughout Virginia and 
Lancaster County is about to 
get its first.

Supervisors last Thursday 
approved agricultural zoning 
for Dr. Elizabeth Burnside 
and Dr. Robert Pilato to start 
a limited license brewery on 
10 acres of a 69-acre parcel 
off Boys Camp Road near 
Kilmarnock. The property, 
which has always been used 
for agriculture, was previ-
ously zoned residential, said 
planning and land use director 
Don Gill.

The remaining acreage will 
be used to “produce ingre-
dients used in the beer,” said 
Gill.

“This small farm craft brew-
ery would be similar to the 
Good Luck Cellars located 
off Goodluck Road, but would 
specialize in locally branded 

WINDMILL POINT—A Richmond devel-
oper has teamed with the Northern Neck Land 
Conservancy (NNLC) to protect a rare example 
of Chesapeake Bay maritime forest near the tip of 
Windmill Point in Lancaster County.

The same characteristics—low dunes and 
marshes— that make the 51-acre parcel beauti-
ful posed environmental concerns that eventually 
proved too daunting for Gibson M. Wright, who 
developed adjacent property at Henry’s Island 
soon after buying it 15 years ago.

“There were a lot of environmental con-
cerns with wetlands, so with all the challenges, 
I thought it would be best to leave it the way it 
is,” Wright said.

The easement that Wright donated to the 
conservancy vacates eight lots that had been 
approved for the property and limits future devel-
opment on the parcel to one home and outbuild-
ings, reported NNLC executive director Eliza-
beth R. Friel.

Since organizing in 2004, the NNLC has 
worked with landowners to help protect more 
than 15,000 acres, said Friel. An easement is a 
voluntary agreement with a qualifying land con-
servancy that legally protects land for its ecologi-
cal benefits while permitting farming, forestry 
and other private uses.

A large stand of pines on Henry’s Island pro-

vides habitat for bald eagles and ospreys, she 
continued. The tract fronts the Chesapeake Bay 
and contains more than 2,000 feet of forested 
shoreline along Windmill Point Creek. When 
members of the NNLC board examined the prop-
erty last month, they spotted bald eagles perched 
in the pines and numerous southbound migratory 
plovers and sandpipers feeding on the beach. A 
recent state survey of Chesapeake Bay water-
front identified the tract as “very high ecological 
value.”

The property is next to a similar 110-acre 
waterfront parcel that was protected with an 
easement by owner Susan Harwood recently, said 
Friel. Together, the two tracts leave much of the 
tip of Windmill Point as permanent open space 
that will never be developed.   

Given the environmental benefits of protecting 
the Henry’s Island parcel, the land conservancy 
worked quickly with Gibson to meet a state dead-
line that makes Gibson eligible for tax credits 
based on the development value he surrendered 
when he placed the land in easement, she said.

The conservancy also has the freedom to 
accept easements on smaller parcels, such as 
Henry’s Island. Another conservancy, which 
holds easements in the Northern Neck, has a 
statewide focus and generally limits its work to 
tracts that contain 100 acres or more.

This is a view of the 51-acre parcel along Windmill Point Creek.

Pristine parcel near Windmill Point
has been targeted for conservation

Supervisors authorize county attorney
to attend SCC evidentiary hearing on 
Dominion Power transmission towers

The No Towers rally initially scheduled last Satur-
day at Irvington Commons was cancelled. Instead, 

a forum will be held at 7 p.m. November 16 at the 
Lancaster Middle School Theater, 191 School Street, 
Kilmarnock.

“It is an opportunity for citizens to learn what the 
opposition movement is all about,” said Lancaster board 
of supervisors chairman Jason Bellows, who will lead 
the forum.

The Virginia State Corporation Commission will hold 
an evidentiary hearing at 10 a.m. November 17 to deter-
mine if Dominion’s proposal to put towers in the river 
where no towers exist today requires SCC approval, he 
added.

No Towers forum set
by Audrey Thomasson

the $104,000 settlement in their 
lawsuit against former school 
superintendent Dr. Randolph 
Latimore, and from savings by 
not filling the position of assis-
tant county administrator.

The SCC lawsuit was filed by 
Barnhardt, owner of Willaby’s 
Cafe and Catering, which over-
looks the river. He alleges the 
SCC must approve Dominion 
Power’s plan while the utility 
claims the SCC does not have 
jurisdiction. The evidentiary 
hearing will determine the 
SCC’s role. Last month, the 
commission placed a temporary 
injunction against Dominion, 
enjoining them from proceed-
ing on the project until the case 
is heard.

Barnhardt and the No Towers 

organization want Dominion 
Power to consider alternative 
plans that would not be environ-
mentally and visually offensive, 
such as underground lines.

The SCC hearing on Barn-
hardt’s request is scheduled for 
10 a.m. November 17 at 1300 
East Main Street, Richmond.

Boys Camp Road property rezoned for brewery
by Audrey Thomasson craft beer instead of wine,” he 

said.
Dr. Pilato called the venture 

The Northern Neck Brewery 
Project. It would feature a 
tasting room, but would not be 
a restaurant, he said.

“A craft brewery would 
align with the Oyster Trail 
and the Wine Trail, and would 
provide job growth,” said Dr. 
Pilato.

He noted Virginia’s boom-
ing craft beer industry has 
reached $623 million annually 
involving 105 small breweries 
and creating 8,163 jobs in the 
state.

He thanked the town of 
Kilmarnock for granting per-
mission to use the town’s 
wastewater treatment plant for 
dump and haul service until 
the farm hooks into the sewer 
system within two years. 

“Brewery waste is mostly 
sugar water,” Dr. Pilato said. 
“Our last hurdle is Dominion 
Power.”

Moving forward will depend 
on the costs of bringing elec-
tricity to the property, he said.

The motion for approval 
passed on a unanimous 5-0 
vote.

In other matters, Pinewood 
Court was accepted into the 
Virginia Department of Trans-
portation secondary road 
system. 

Also by unanimous vote, 
supervisors:

to Dominion Virginia Power 
across county-owned property 
at the refuse site off Regina 
Road for an underground line.

deed to the Lancaster County 
School Board for county-
owned property behind the 

KILMARNOCK—The Kilmarnock Planning Com-
mission will meet on Monday, November 9, to continue its dis-
cussion on temporary structure regulations in Steptoe’s District. 

The commission will meet at 6 p.m. in the Town Hall, 1 North 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

LOTTSBURG—The Northumberland school board 
will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, November 9, in the school adminis-
tration office, 2172 Northumberland Highway, Callao. 

Middle School principal Mike Ransome will report on student 
Standards of Learning (SOL) test results. 

The board will recognize members of the girls field hockey 
team. 

Board members will be asked for their input on budget requests 
for the 2016-17 school year. Superintendent Dr. Rebecca Gates 
will report on new communication tools, including two new 
advisory committees, one for teachers and one for the commu-
nity. She also will highlight responses from administration and 
central office employee surveys.

WHITE STONE—Grant updates will highlight the White 
Stone Town Council meeting tonight, November 5. Council 
will convene at 7 p.m. in the Town Office, 433 Rappahannock 
Drive, White Stone. 

According to town manager Patrick Frere, there are no action 
items or public hearings scheduled. Frere will present an update 
on several grants, including a Community Development Block 
Grant planning grant application for a downtown revitalization 
project and the progress of a grant application for the purchase 
of commercial property.

Council also will hear committee reports and reports from 
Frere and police chief Cliff Dawson.

Lancaster Community Library 
on School Street in Kilmar-
nock.

utility vehicle usage on Mul-
berry Creek and Waterview 
roads in Morattico.  

manufactured home on a one-
acre parcel at 464 Sullavan’s 
Road, Mollusk, requested by 
Nicole Gaddy.

non-conforming residential 
structure on a 0.9-acre parcel 
at 135 Currell Cove Lane off 
Blueberry Point Road, White 
Stone, requested by Charles 
and Louise Williamson.

use maps in Chapter 7 of the 
county’s Comprehensive Plan.

The Agenda
Local Government News

Newspapers bring learning to 

Engaging individuals, strengthening community

For a monthly community calendar visit: www.nnconnection.org
A source for volunteerism
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Ten years ago in a chat with our friend, 
the late Carole Murphey, I mentioned 

that I was looking for two goats to have as 
pets on the farm, as both of our goats had 
died well into advanced age. She immedi-
ately responded that she had two Nubian kids 
weaned and ready for adoption, and hoped we 
might adopt them. The following weekend 
Carole came to inspect our facilities, and we 
went over to meet the young ones at her farm 
on Whay’s Creek. 

When we left, we had the two kids with us. 
Actually, I suppose we had four kids with us, 
namely, the two goats and the two B.E.s, each 
of whom bonded with one of the goats. They 
adjusted well to their new home, but of the 
two, Floppy was more human oriented and 
gregarious than Cuddles, who manifested a 
diffident personality, centered primarily on 
when she would be getting fed.

The following year another goat devotee, 
Shelley Robertson, arranged to have the two 
bred, but they did not become pregnant. A 
year later we tried again, and this time both 
conceived. For five months we followed their 
progress, and on March 21, 2008, Floppy pro-

duced four kids, and the following morning, 
Cuddles delivered three. Of the seven, we had 
five bucks and two does.

Floppy was an excellent mother, but Cud-
dles took the attitude best summed up collo-
quially as “been there, done that.” As result 
of Cuddle’s behavior, my good wife, with my 
assistance of course, became the three kids’ 
wet nurse. I bought the formula, but she did 
most of the bottle-feeding. All seven did well 
initially, but sadly one doe died. Carole came 
several times to visit her “grand kids,” and 
was bursting with pride in the new generation.

We found homes for the young bucks, and 
decided to keep the remaining doe, Cuddles’ 
offspring, who unfortunately seemed to have 

inherited her mother’s limited personality, 
perhaps because Cuddles did not appreciate 
having her as part of the herd of three at feed-
ing time. We named the young doe Abigail.

Several years ago, Floppy, a veritable glut-
ton for food, was able to break into the closed 
feed bin, and overate, thereby causing goat 
bloat, an irreversible malady I learned from 
the veterinarian, and she died within a few 
hours. Ironically, the following week Carole 
died suddenly, without ever knowing that 
Floppy had predeceased her.

Cuddles also was obsessed with food, and 
behaved obnoxiously towards Abigail, who 
often had to be fed separately, as Cuddles 
would push her away from the food container. 
Earlier this year, Cuddles died apparently of a 
heart attact, unexpectedly and with no time to 
address her condition. 

I was concerned that Abigail would become 
virtually feral in her new set-up, but my 
worries were unfounded. Goats like to be in 
herds, or so I thought, but Abigail at the age of 
seven, has burst forth exhibiting an extreme 
makeover as far as her personality goes. She 
comes running to be petted, delights in being 

fed from my hand, ever careful not to bite me, 
and constantly wags her tail when I approach 
her. 

Cuddles’ demise has brought forth a new 
Abigail, resplendent with happiness and good 
cheer. She likes the sound of the human voice, 
and appreciates any words addressed to her, 
always neighing back in return. At this stage I 
dare not request of my good wife permission 
to breed Abigail, but the thought has popped 
up occasionally. I think the concept needs fur-
ther exploration prior to submitting the actual 
proposal. Bottle-feeding kids over several 
months was not one of the signature experi-
ences of her life, although she does enjoy Abi-
gail’s company, and I think considers her to be 
akin to a beloved maiden aunt.

I had my first goats when I was four, and 
have enjoyed their companionship at many 
stages over the course of my life. They are 
wonderful animals, and as Abigail has shown, 
even if belatedly, they are capable of great 
affection and friendship. Perhaps reading this 
column will inspire my good wife to give the 
o.k. for us to consider starting another genera-
tion of kids, caprine ones, that is.

I had my first goats when I 
was four, and have enjoyed 
their companionship at 
many stages over the course 
of my life.

Focal Point

The Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge from Willaby’s Cafe.

Photo by Stacey Marshall

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@rapprecord.com, subject line 
Focal Point. 

Fiction
or Fact
from Bob’s Almanac

by Robert Mason Jr. 

Thanksgiving is a time to count one’s 
blessings, and a good time to give thanks 
for friends, neighbors or special groups 
who have made a difference in one’s life.

In this spirit, the Rappahannock Record 
will print, at no charge, “thank-you” let-
ters from Lancaster and Northumberland 
residents and visitors in its Thanksgiving 
issue November 25.

The letters should be brief (150 words 
or less) and to the point, and include 

the letter writer’s name, community of 
residence and phone number. The phone 
number will not be published. 

If the Record receives more letters than 
it can publish, a sampling of the letters 
will be printed and others will be available 
online at RRecord.com.

Email “thanks giving” letters to editor@
rapprecord.com, fax them to 435-2632, or 
drop them off at the Record office at 27 
North Main Street in Kilmarnock.

The deadline for submitting letters is 
noon Friday, November 20.

Because Thanksgiving falls on a Thurs-
day, the Record will appear on Wednesday, 
November 25, and deadlines will be on 
Monday, November 23. The deadline for 
display ads is 10 a.m. and the deadline for 
classified ads and news is noon.

The Record office will be closed Thurs-
day and Friday, November 26 and 27, for 
the Thanksgiving holiday.

Record to print ‘thanks giving’ letters Nov. 25

I am so grateful to live in a 
small community, especially 
when I take part in an event 
such as Kandy for Kids.

The 900-plus children who 
came out to trick or treat 
were treated. The merchants 
of Kilmarnock once more 
outdid themselves in provid-
ing a safe and happy place 
for our children to enjoy this 
holiday.

This event is at least nine 
years strong started by the 
Kilmarnock merchants who 
wanted to provide safe, fun, 
trick or treating for our coun-
ty’s children. It could not be 
done without the army of vol-
unteers and organizations that 
take part in this event. 

Susan Cockrell, deputy 
town manager of Kilmar-
nock, rallies her office and 
town council and everyone 
participates from setting up 
Halloween displays and blow 
up characters to handing out 
candy, to the dismantling 
when the event is complete.  

The merchants of Kilmar-
nock generously hand out 
treats, the local radio station, 
101.7 Bay FM, entertains 
with their spooky music, the 
White Stone Church of the 
Nazarene, Northern Neck 
Family YMCA provide games 
and activities, the Kilmar-
nock Volunteer fire Depart-
ment and the Lancaster by 
the Bay Chamber volunteers 
give freely of their time and 
resources to make this event 
run smoothly and ensure a 
fun time for all.

I am so happy and proud to 
be part of this generous com-
munity.  
Anne Paparella, Kilmarnock, 

Lancaster by the Bay 
Chamber of Commerce, 

executive director

At a recent Republican 
debate, several things were 
mentioned that caught my 
attention.

First, much Obama bash-
ing all around. Here’s a news 
flash: Obama isn’t running. 
Now, Clinton bashing, that’s 
another story.

 Also, mention was made 
of the Federal Reserve Bank’s 
low interest rate. Why hasn’t 
that spurred the economy?

If I remember right, the Fed 
sets the Prime Rate, which is 
the rate offered to banks, and 
businesses then borrow money 
from the banks. But the credit 
I’ve been offered by the banks 
for the past several years has 
been at 14.99%, up to 29.99%.

I’m a logical engineer, not 
an economist or banker or 
politician, so what am I miss-
ing here?

Rob Ransone,
Wicomico Church

YOUR 
LETTERS

Happy to
live here

Political 
statements

with reality

Our children watch us, listen to us 
and frequently, whether we like it or 
not, model their behavior after ours. I 
have been asked by parents and grand-
parents for guidance on reasonable 
expectations for a child’s manners. 
Below is what I believe to be a top 
10 list of desirable social skills for an 
8-year-old.

Smile when you meet someone. A 
genuine smile is respectful, welcoming, 
encouraging and comforting.  

Look others in the eye when talking. 
This shows sincere interest in the other 
person and helps us concentrate on 
what is being said.

Say please and thank you. These 
words show recognition that we are 
asking for, or being given, favor.  

Do not interrupt. Interrupting infers 
we think what we have to say is more 
important than what others are saying. 

If what we have to say is urgent, we 
should preface it with “excuse me.”

Apologize. This shows empathy for 
the feelings of others. Be sure the apol-
ogy includes the action that was harm-
ful. “I am sorry, Cathy, for dropping 
your phone.”   

Be able to make small talk, which 
includes asking questions of the other 
person as well as talking a bit about 
ourselves.  

Compliment others. A sincere com-
pliment is one that is honest and given 
to make the other person feel good, not 
to make them like us.  

Elbows off the meal table when there 
is food on it.

Use eating utensils and napkins prop-
erly. Specifically, hold utensils correctly 
when eating or cutting food. Know the 
proper resting and finished positions. 
Napkins should remain in our laps 

throughout the meal.
Know how to write a thank you note. 

Even in this age of wireless technol-
ogy, the hand-written thank you note is 
imperative to the social development of 
a child.  It need not be wordy; a simple 
“Thank you, Grandma, for the CD. I 
love it and have already played it 100 
times!” is sufficient for age 8.

Children are capable of learning 
much more than these tips at an early 
age. I offer these suggestions as a base-
line for development. Did you get an 
“A”?

Ginger Philbrick is the owner of 
Because You Are Polite….LLC. You are 
invited to e-mail your manners ques-
tions to her and she will respond as 
time and space allow. You may contact 
her at youarepolite1@verizon.net and 
visit her website at becauseyouarepo-
lite.com. RSVP! 

Because You Are Polite...Let’s Talk Manners
by Ginger Philbrick

Everything on this page 
has also been adapted for viewing 

on your smart phone or tablet.
Get the RECORD App.

The election is over and 
whether the candidates earning 
your votes were successful or 
not, don’t let the post election 
blues get you down.

It’s time to refocus. Think 
positive. 

Change the subject. Leave 
the political babble behind. 
Move on.

If the topic comes up, focus 
on the holidays.

Pursue distractions. Read a 
book. Go hiking.

Take it a day at a time.
November 5 is Guy Fawkes 

Day. Grab your sweater and 
head over to the Tides Inn 
around 6:30 p.m. According to 
general manager and resident 
Brit Gordon Slatford, it’s an 
“old-country” tradition to light 
a bonfire, burn a “Guy,” eat 
sausages, drink beer, and enjoy 
the company of friends.

Apparently back in Eng-
land around 1605 Fawkes 
was caught up in a conspiracy 
involving gunpowder and a plot 
to blow up Parliament.

The ruckus has evolved into  
a party. Leave it to the English  
to turn a potentially disastrous 
situation around. There’s a 
lesson in all that to lose the 
blues.

If you just want to get lost 
in a crowd, cross the Rappah-
annock River November 6 or 
7. Destination: the Urbanna 
Oyster Festival.

Nothing like a little chaos 
to drive the blues away. Don’t 
forget to take a walking stick 
and a wad of cash.

The event will offer oysters 
and other festival food, music, 
parades, crafts, art, boat tours 
and dare I say “more.”

There’s lots to do right here 
at home this weekend as well.

On the local stage, “Vanya 
and Sonia and Masha and 
Spike” is now playing at the 
Lancaster Playhouse in White 
Stone. “Harold & Maude” 
opens Saturday at the West-
moreland Players Theatre in 
Callao.

Our favorite rock, rhythm 
and blues man, Ray Pittman, 
will be at Willaby’s on Friday 
night.

The Distinctive Bazaar and 
the Irvington Farmers Market 
will be under way Saturday 
morning in Irvington.

Jump-starting Veterans Day 
activities, American Legion 
Adams Post 86 will serve a 
breakfast as well as a spaghetti 
dinner on Saturday.

The Rappahannock Astron-
omy Club will lead stargazing 
activities at Shiloh School Sat-
urday evening.

Meanwhile, the Northern 
Neck Orchestra will present a 
concert of symphonic dances 
at the Lancaster Middle School 
Theater.

Local vineyards will host the 
fall Oyster Crawl on Sunday.

For these and more blues 
defying diversions, visit the 
LocalLife pages.
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Bon Secours Rappahannock General Hospital
is conducting a

Community Health Needs Assessment
and we want to hear from YOU!

 
Join us for a Community Dialogue meeting to share your

thoughts regarding health needs and concerns in the Northern Neck. 
 

Meeting Dates:
 

Location: Northumberland Public Library
 

Location: BSRGH Rehabilitation Center
 (43 William B. Graham Court, Kilmarnock–                                                            

 located next door to Northern Neck Family YMCA)
 

These events are open to the public. 

 
The community is also invited to participate in a survey to gather health 

needs information. Please visit www.rappahannockhealth.com for the link.

 Tyler Wind, M.D.

If you’re living with joint pain 

call Northern Neck Bone & 

Joint Center at 804-443-8670 

today for a consultation.

Attorney John Martin wanted to get back to law and 
his life as quickly as possible after hip replacement 
surgery.  Thanks to Riverside orthopedic surgeon Tyler Wind, 

M.D. and the Riverside surgical and rehabilitation team, he was 

working again in three days.  Find out how recovery time after a 

total hip replacement can exceed your expectations. 

Read John Martin’s story at 
riversideonline.com/jointstories.

I was 
concerned 
about missing 
work after 
a total hip 
replacement.

Do you remember?
This undated photo shows (from left) Frank McGinnes, 
Charlie Price, Meredith McKenney and “Boots” 
McKenney at a new car show. All four were employed at 
T.D. McGinnes Inc., a longtime Chevrolet and Oldsmobile 
dealer in Kilmarnock, said Kilmarnock Museum president 
Carroll Lee Ashburn. “Do you remember?” is a public 
service of the Kilmarnock Museum.  

(Reprints from the November 3, 1905, issue of the Virginia 
Citizen)

Irvington
Turn out to the election Tuesday.
Aid Society tonight at the home of Mrs. W. L. Messick.
Capt. T. M. Fichett, of the Island, dropped in to see us this 

week.
Read the game laws on our first page, and let all hunters con-

form to them.
Patronize the Singer that has settled “in our midst”—we mean 

the Singer machine.
Miss Mae Blakemore, of Millenbeck, spent Saturday and 

Sunday with Miss Mary Simmons.
William E. Webb, of the Courthouse, this week visited Irving-

ton for the first time in five years.
Mrs. W. J. Newbill, Mr. and Mrs. W. McDonald Lee and 

younger daughters were in Baltimore Tuesday.
The Chesapeake Academy musicals at the Opera House 

Friday night was one of the best ever rendered here.

Caught On The Fly
The Norfolk steamer will not be withdrawn. Going down on 

Friday she will hereafter return on Sunday, leaving Norfolk 8 
a.m.

Lancaster Confederate Veterans returned from the reunion at 
Petersburg on Sunday, highly pleased with their trip and loud in 
praise of the unbounded hospitality of the Cockade City.

Judge Wright is going to have an “Arbor Day” during Lan-
caster Court this month.   The names already published have 
secured trees. All citizens are asked to participate and all are 
invited. 

Kilmarnock
Ladies of this place will hold a Bazaar at Brentís Hall 

Thanksgiving night and the night previous. Drama, supper and 
ice cream.

Rev. F. W. Claybrook returned this week from the Ministers 
and Laymen’s meeting in Richmond county. Mr. Claybrook 
made a side trip to Middlesex, inspecting properties insured in 
the home association at Irvington.

After voting next Tuesday get ready for the big Fair.
J. B. Cralle is in Baltimore this week.
(Transcribed by Stephen A. Redd, volunteer for the Mary Ball 

Washington Museum and Library)

YESTERYEAR

An article on October 29 
regarding the new Rappahannock 
Chapter of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution included errone-
ous references to Menokin.

Menokin, near Warsaw, was 
the home of Francis Lightfoot 
Lee, a signer of the Declaration 
of Independence.

Regarding Candidate Night 
coverage of the Lancaster County 
Commonwealth’s Attorney race, 
a word in a direct quote attrib-
uted to Robert Cunningham got 
changed from “advanced” to 
“advised.” 

The sentence should have read, 
“On occasion, I have advanced 
the president and vice president 
of the U.S. …”

Regarding Candidate Night 
coverage of the Lancaster school 
board race in District 3, “Thom-
asson says accreditation leads 
school issues,” the final sen-
tence of the twelfth paragraph 
reads “Of Sweden’s 26 cantons, 
or member states, three are offi-
cially bilingual, one is trilingual, 
and the rest have only one official 
language.” 

The sentence should begin “Of 
Switzerland’s 26 cantons...”

The 
Perfect
Gift

The Christmas shopper’s go-to
catalog for the best local

shopping in the Northern Neck
and Middle Peninsula

Over 12,000 copies seen by local shoppers!

Our gift to you:

FREE COLOR IN ALL ADS!
Advertising Deadline: November 6

Publishes: November 19

Call the Rappahannock Record
at (804) 435-1701

or email: mail@rapprecord.com

Corrections

paper & 
online 

RRecord.com
435-1701

Autumn is here, and along 
with colorful leaves, crisp air, 
and shorter days, it means Vir-
ginia’s white-tailed deer will be 
on the move. 

With daylight savings time 
just around the corner, many 
motorists will be commut-
ing in the dark, increasing the 
likelihood of their vehicle col-
liding with a deer. The Vir-
ginia Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries (DGIF) 
urges Virginia’s drivers to be 
more cautious as they travel the 
Commonwealth’s highways this 
season, reported deer project 
coordinator Nelson Lafon.

Fall is the breeding season 
for deer, and consequently, deer 
are more active now than at any 
other time of the year. One-
half to two-thirds of all deer/
vehicle collisions occur in the 
months of October, November 
and December. While less than 
2% of vehicle fatalities and 
injuries involve deer collisions 
in Virginia, hitting a deer can 
cause considerable damage to 
both people and property, said 
Lafon.

Wildlife biologists with 
DGIF estimate the population 
of white-tailed deer in the Com-
monwealth at this time of year 
to be approximately one million 
animals, he said. DGIF sets sea-
sons and bag limits and other 
hunting regulations to manage 
the deer population. Each year, 
hunters in Virginia harvest 
approximately 250,000 deer. 
Without hunting, white-tailed 
deer could double their popu-

Slow down for deer
this time of the year

lation within five years, due to 
their rate of reproduction.

As part of its outreach mis-
sion, DGIF has worked with the 
Virginia Department of Educa-
tion to incorporate advice on 
avoiding collisions into the driv-
er’s education manual used by 
thousands of new drivers every 
year. 

DGIF offers these reminders:

night (from dusk to dawn), slow 
down and be attentive. If there is 
a deer, likely there will be others. 
If a deer crosses the road, others 
may follow.

same areas; therefore, deer 
crossing signs have been 
installed by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation. Use 
caution where these sign are 
posted.

even stop if necessary, to avoid 
hitting a deer, but should never 
swerve out of the lane to miss 
a deer. A collision with another 
vehicle, tree or other object is 
likely to be more serious than 
hitting a deer.

not deer whistles. These devices 
have not been shown to be effec-
tive.

-
lision with a deer or bear while 
driving a motor vehicle, thereby 
killing the animal, should imme-
diately report the accident to a 
Conservation Police Officer or 
other law enforcement officer 
in the county or city where the 
accident occurred.

deer or bear, thereby killing the 
animal, may keep it for their own 
use provided that they report 
the accident to a law enforce-
ment officer where the accident 
occurred and the officer views 
the animal and gives the person 
a possession certificate.
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You Have a Voice. 
Please Share It and 

Help Preserve
 Our Coastal Heritage.

NoTowers.org

ominion Power has proposed to replace the existing power cables that run alongside 

the Robert O. Norris Bridge across the Rappahannock River between Lancaster and 

Middlesex counties. The new steel and concrete towers will loom high above the bridge, 

introducing navigation hazards and a jarring intrusion into our scenic, open water.

his “taking” of our scenic assets will have a direct impact on the economic strength of 

our communities. The natural beauty of our area is our calling card to boaters, visitors, 

and home buyers.

he Lancaster and Middlesex County Boards of Supervisors, along with town councils 

in Kilmarnock, Irvington and Urbanna, oppose the project as do owners of fifty local 

businesses, in favor of placing the lines under the riverbed.

 


