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KILMARNOCK—Lancaster and 
Northumberland voters will take to 
the polls on Tuesday, November 3, for 
the 2015 general elections. Polls open 
at 6 a.m. and close at 7 p.m.

Northumberland voter registrar 
Katherine Davenport said she expects 
an “about average” turnout at the 
polls.

Lancaster voter registrar Susan 
Jett reminded voters that the polling 
places have changed in some Lan-
caster precincts. They include: 

-
ously voted at the firehouse in White 
Stone, will now vote at White Stone 
Baptist Church, 517 Chesapeake 
Drive, White Stone.

-
viously voted at Grace Church, 
will now vote at Kilmarnock Bap-
tist Church, 65 East Church Street, 
Kilmarnock.

-
ously voted at the Kilmarnock Rescue 
Squad on Harris Road, will now vote 
at Grace Church, 303 South Main 
Street, Kilmarnock.

Virginia Sen. Ryan McDougle and 
Del. Margaret Ransone are up for re-
election on the ballots in both Lan-
caster and Northumberland counties. 
Both are unchallenged.
Lancaster ballots

In addition to state offices, voters in 
Lancaster County will elect Constitu-
tional Officers as well as school board 
members and supervisors in Districts 

Clerk of Circuit Court: Diane H. 
Mumford.

Commonwealth’s Attorney: Robert 
L. Cunningham; Jan C. Smith.

Sheriff: Patrick McCranie, Michael 
S. “Mike” Bedell, Melvin L. Howard 
Sr., and Joan Norris Kent.

Commissioner of the Revenue: 
George E. “Sonny” Thomas Jr.

Treasurer: Bonnie J. D. Haynie.
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-

trict director (two seats available): E. 
Derwin Booker, Jr.

Supervisor, District 2: Ernest W. 
Palin Jr.

Supervisor, District 3: Jason D. 
Bellows.

Donahue, William Roosevelt Lee.
School board, District 2: Kenya 

Gibson Moody, Sandra Dee Zeiler.
School board, District 3: Donald M. 

McCann III, Audrey Thomasson.

Gravatt, Claudette Carter Henderson.
Northumberland ballots

In addition to state offices, voters 
in Northumberland County will elect 
Constitutional Officers as well as 
school board members and supervi-

-
didates are:

Clerk of Circuit Court: Karen O. 

“Toni” Allison, Deborah Thomas 
Bingham.

Commonwealth’s Attorney: Jane 
Blackwell Wrightson.

Sheriff: James R. “Doc” Lyons, 
Peyton W. Waller Sr.

Commissioner of the Revenue: 
Todd E. Thomas.

Treasurer: Ellen Booker Kirby.
Soil and Water Conservation Dis-

trict director (two seats available): 
Robert G. Vanlandingham.

Supervisor, District 1: A. Joseph 
“Joe” Self Sr.

-
riss, Thomas H. “Tommy” Tomlin.

Supervisor, District 5: Kathryn T. 
“Kitty” Creeth, Ronnie L. Jett.

School board, District 1: Matthew 
C. “Matt” Brent, Jim F. Michel, Dana 
Deihl O’Bier.

Christopher, Allen W. Garland Jr.
School board, District 5: Richard P. 

Saxer, Gayle Haynie Sterrett.
Where to vote

Lancaster polling places are:
District 1, precinct 101, Upper 

Lancaster Ruritan Center, 3989 White 
Chapel Road.

District 2, precinct 201, Trinity 

Road.
District 3-A, precinct 301, White 

Stone Baptist Church, 517 Chesa-
peake Drive, White Stone.

District 3-B, precinct 302, Kilmar-
nock Baptist Church, 65 East Church 
Street, Kilmarnock.

Church, 303 South Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

District 5, precinct 501, Irvington 
Baptist Church, 53 King Carter Drive, 
Irvington.

Northumberland polling places are:
District 1, precinct 101, Callao 

Callao.
District 2, precinct 201, St. Ste-

phen’s Episcopal Church, 6807 Nor-
thumberland Highway, Heathsville.

District 3-A, precinct 301, Nor-
thumberland County Public Library, 

Heathsville.
District 3-B, precinct 302, Mt. 

duPont Memorial Highway, Wicom-
ico Church.

Parish Church, 5191 Jessie duPont 
Memorial Highway, Wicomico 
Church.

District 5, precinct 501, Fairfields 
VFD 119 Main Street, Reedville.

BELLE ISLE STATE PARK—Ally 
the Eagle was born on Valentine’s 
Day on Tipers Creek. She was born 
in a nest on Patricia and Bob Sikora’s 
property, and she was immediately a 
celebrity. 

People living along the creek had 
been watching the nest, waiting for 
Ally and her sibling to hatch. She 
spent the first part of her life, like 
most eaglets, being fed squirrels and 
other animals that her mother could 
catch. Brad Worsham helped out, 
hunting squirrels and leaving them 
on the end of his dock for the mother 
eagle to take.

But as is often the case with eagle 
siblings, one grew a little bit faster 
and a little bit stronger at the expense 
of the other. Ally was the other one.

In June, weak and in poor health, 
she glided down out of the nest and 
did not have the strength to fly back 
up. She worked her way across the 
creek to the home of Don and Alice 
Imbur, where she sat for two days, 
calling back up to the nest.

The Imburs called for help, and 
animal control office Kevin Keeve 
came to save Ally and take her away 
to the Wildlife Center of Virginia.

This was when Ally got her name. 
The Imburs were told she would have 
a number, but not a name.

“We decided Ally the Eaglet is kind 
of cute,” said her namesake, Alice.

According to the Wildlife Center, 
Ally was taken to wildlife rehabili-
tator Diana O’Connor, treated for a 
maggot infestation, and put on anti-

KILMARNOCK—St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church and the Town 
of Kilmarnock recently erected a 
Little Free Library at the Children’s 
Playground on Waverly Avenue.

“We’re excited to encourage chil-
dren to read by having books at this 
fun location,” said program coordina-
tor Susan May.

The Little Free Library mission 
is to promote literacy and the love 
of reading by building free book 
exchanges worldwide and to build a 
sense of community as skills, creativ-

ity and wisdom are shared across gen-
erations. As of September 2015, there 
are over 32,000 Little Free Libraries 
worldwide, bringing curbside liter-
acy home and sharing over a million 
books annually, said May.

The premise of each library is to 
take a book home to read and then 
return it for someone else’s use. This 
new installation will feature books for 
all ages.

There are thousands of stories of 
longtime neighbors finally meeting 
face-to-face, shy folks finding ways 

to connect with their communities, 
real estate agents making sales after 
buyers see Little Free Libraries in 
prospective neighborhoods, marriage 
proposals that lead to friendships with 
Library stewards...and so much more. 
These little book exchanges are about 
community connection, just as much 
as they’re about books and literacy.

Each library has a “steward” 
who fills and replenishes the books. 
Kilmarnock resident and St. Andrews 

Dig Pink for breast cancer awareness
Lancaster High School teacher Elizabeth Tansill was honored during the Lady Devils’ Dig Pink night 
last Tuesday. The event raised an LHS record of more than $6,600 for the Side-Out Foundation and its 
breast cancer awareness campaign. From left during the ceremony are LHS assistant principal Barbara 
Bohannan, Tansill and varsity players Caroline Beck and Skylar Dixon. For more Dig Pink coverage see 
page C1 and RRecord.com. Photo by Renss Greene 

Readers are reminded to turn the clocks back an 
hour when Daylight Savings Time ends at 2 a.m. on 
Sunday, November 1.

Local elections
on Tuesday ballot

by Renss Greene

Candidates Nights
Coverage, D5-8

Sample Ballots, D8

Ally the Eagle takes off at state park

Ed Clark, co-founder and president of the Wildlife Center of Virginia, 
holds Ally the Eagle before releasing her at Belle Isle State Park.

by Renss Greene

biotics. She was given the number 
15-1312, the 1,312nd patient of 2015.

She spent the next four months 
recouping at the wildlife center. 
Before taking her to Belle Isle to be 
released, she was fitted with a location 
transmitter that allows the wildlife 
center to track her movements.

On October 22, Ally was put in a 
crate, loaded into a truck, and taken to 
Belle Isle State Park. At eight months 
old, she had a seven-foot wingspan 
and had regained her strength and 
independence. Wildlife Center presi-
dent and co-founder Ed Clark intro-
duced her to a crowd of eagle watch-
ers and photographers before tossing 
her up into the air to begin life again in 

the open. Ally flapped away, checked 
behind her to make sure Clark wasn’t 
following, shimmied her tail, and flew 
away around a treeline.

According to the Wildlife Center’s 
tracking, Ally spent her first week of 
freedom exploring Belle Isle State 
Park and Deep Creek.

“She’s actually better off where they 
let her go, for just being released,” 
Alice Imbur said. “She was four 
months with them.”

The Imburs say they don’t expect 
Ally to return to Tipers Creek, and 
that Ally’s sibling has since claimed 
the nest for her own. Meanwhile, Ally 
wings her way around her new turf at 
Belle Isle.

Little Free Library added in Kilmarnock

LITTLE FREE, continued on page A2
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ELECT 
William Roosevelt Lee

“Billy”
For the People:

VOTE NOVEMBER 3RD

MELVIN L. HOWARD, JR. 
FOR SHERIFF OF

LANCASTER COUNTY

HONESTY, 
INTEGRITY, 

LOYALTY 
AND 

EXPERIENCE!

IT WOULD BE MY HONOR TO SERVE THE 
CITIZENS OF LANCASTER COUNTY AS YOUR 

NEXT SHERIFF. PLEASE VOTE FOR ME ON 
NOVEMBER 3RD

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE

AUTHORIZED AND PAID FOR BY MELVIN L. HOWARD JR. FOR SHERIFF

Chas Faulkner selects a book at the new Little Free 
Library at the Kilkmarnock Children’s Playground on 
Waverly Avenue. Photo by Renss Greene

member Brooks Stewart and 
her children are going to be 
the library stewards for the 
playground library. They have 
already received a big box of 
books.

The box at the playground 
was built by John Mill, painted 
by May and installed by the 
Kilmarnock Public Works 
team.  Kilmarnock and St. 
Andrews are continuing this 
partnership on a second library 
to be located at the Town Hall, 
1 North Main Street, Kilmar-
nock.

To donate gently used books, 
whether for adults or children, 
leave them in any Little Free 
Library. For larger donations, 
call St. Andrews Presbyterian 

smay@nnwifi.com.
St. Andrews has installed 

several libraries. They can 
be found at Northumberland 
Waste Collection Centers, Nor-
thumberland Family YMCA, 
Northumberland Elementary 
School (students only), Lan-
caster Primary School (stu-
dents only), Lancaster Waste 
Center (Kilmarnock) and the 
Reedville Post Office. 

Each library receives its 
own sign, numbered so it can 
be found on the international, 
online map. The signs are 
ordered and will take several 
weeks to arrive. To view the 
world map, go to http://little-
freelibrary.org/ourmap/.

ote
JOAN

GRAVATT
LANCASTER COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD - DISTRICT 4

We need an experienced teacher on 
our School Board.
Paid for and authorized by Joan Gravatt

LANCASTER—The Lan-
caster board of supervisors will 
meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, Octo-
ber 29, in the County Admin-
istration Building, 8311 Mary 
Ball Road, Lancaster.

Supervisors will conduct 
public hearings on:

granting Dominion Virginia 
Power authorization across 
county-owned property at the 
refuse site off Regina Road.

Lancaster school board for 
county-owned property behind 
the Lancaster Community 
Library.

Morattico to permit golf carts 
and utility vehicles to use Mul-
berry Creek and Waterview 
roads. Both have a speed limit 
of 25 mph.

Gaddy to place an individual 
manufactured home on a one-

Road, Mollusk. The property is 
zoned residential.

Louise Williamson to enlarge 
an existing non-conforming 
residential structure on a 0.9-
acre parcel at 135 Currell Cove 
Lane off Blueberry Point Road, 
White Stone. The property is 
zoned residential.

Pilato and Beth Burnside for a 
zoning change from residential 
to agricultural for a 69.29-acre 
parcel on Boys Camp Road, 
Kilmarnock, for farming and a 
micro-brewery.

future land use map in Chap-
ter 7 of the Lancaster County 
Comprehensive Plan.

Little Free Library
continued from page A1

The Agenda
Local Government News

 Crime prevention
The Rappahannock Pistol 

and Rifle Club will spon-
sor Refuse To Be A Victim, a 
crime prevention and personal 
safety seminar, from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. November 7 at Lan-
caster Community Library, 235 
School Street, Kilmarnock.

The seminar will be open 
to the public at a cost of $35, 
which includes all program 
materials and light refresh-
ments. Pre-registration is 
required. To register, visit 
refuse.nra.org/refuse-to-be-a-
victim.aspx, or rprclub.com. 

NEWS 
BREAK

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Making Your Vote Count - Twice
Voters get to endorse our two incumbent State representatives, 
Senator McDougle and Delegate Ransone – or not.  They are 
running un-opposed in an off-year election.  The turn-out will 
likely be small.

Both of our State representatives take money from Domin-
ion Virginia Power Co.  In fact, according to their web sites, 
Dominion is a large donor.  Not surprising, both representa-
tives support the unordinary proposal by Dominion to erect 
high-voltage towers across the Rappahannock where there 
were none before – in the middle of the River.  In fact, they 
facilitated Dominion’s actions by passing an emergency bill, 
SB 1030, directing VMRC to vacate public oyster grounds to 
make way for them.

Dominion says they need to replace this aging line “65”.  Fine, 
they are the experts.  But the present solution would mar our 
public landscape for generations.  Counties on the lower Rap-
pahannock rely chiefly on retirees and tourism.  The recently 
established Oyster Trail, the Wine and Artisan trails are clear 
examples.  Preserving the rural character is clearly stated in 
Lancaster’s Comprehensive Plan.

Alternatives to towers have not been explored fully.  Now, the 
State Corporation Commission (SCC), after reviewing the ev-
idence, says Dominion must come before them on November 
17th and defend their actions which SCC staff and counsel in-
dicates might be illegal.

So do you vote for Sen McDougle and Delegate Ransone?  
Or do you drop down one line for each office, to the write-in 
area and insert the alternative-choice candidate “No Towers”?  
Don’t forget to completely fill-in the oval on the left.

Both candidates will, of course, win their respective offices.  
But this action might send a message on how the electorate 
in the lower Rappahannock Counties really feels about their 
actions.  “No Towers” is my choice.

George R Bott 
Lancaster

HEATHSVILLE—If there’s a 
book someone can’t find on the 
shelves of the Northumberland 
Public Library, all they need to 
do is ask the library staff to get 
it through the Interlibrary Loan 
(ILL) program.

Library employee Alison 
Towles is an expert at using 
the ILL program to get books. 
Patrons may ask for assistance 
at the front desk or fill out a slip 
requesting the book.

Towles says she enjoys the 
challenge of ferreting out books 
from virtually anywhere in the 
U.S. 

“It’s like being a detective,” 
she said.

The cost is very modest: $2 
per item, which helps defray 
postage costs, said Towles.

Once located, the requested 
book is sent to the Northumber-
land Public Library, where the 
patron checks it out. After the 
patron is finished, the book is 
returned—by the due date—to 
the library, which then sends it 

Book detectives help 
patrons find wanted titles

back it to its original home.
One particularly challenging 

hunt was the recent request for 
a rare book, He Rode Up Front 
for Patton, that library publicist 
Don Hirst needed for a historical 
article he’s writing about Gen. 
George S. Patton, the famous 
World War II commander. The 
long-out-of-print book was writ-
ten by retired Brig. Gen. Albin 
F. Irzyk, Hirst’s old commander 
in Vietnam, who was one of Pat-
ton’s top armored battalion com-
manders during World War II. 

Irzyk, who is living in Florida, 
agreed to share some insights 
with Hirst for the article but also 
suggested digging into the book.

Towles, after some diligent 
searching, found the rare book in 
a Florida library, which shipped 
it here. 

804
Unless noted, all phone 

numbers in this publication 
carry the 804 area code.
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I would appreciate your vote for 
Northumberland County School Board

District 1 on November 3rd 
Paid for and authorized by Dana Deihl O’Bier for School Board

Paid for and authorized by 
Claudette Carter Henderson for School Board, District #4

Meet the Candidate

Born and raised in Northumberland County

Graduated from Northumberland High School

and Rappahannock Community College

Soccer mom for NHS soccer team

Teaches a children’s mission program at Bethany Baptist Church

Makes her home in Lottsburg with husband Joey, daughter Hannah and son Will

Serves on the Board of Directors of Northumberland County Public Library

Holds a paralegal certificate from Old Dominion University

Employed in the legal profession since November 1990

Employed in the Northumberland County Commonwealth’s Attorney’s office 
since 1996

Attends criminal court when in session, and understands the importance of  
correct and confidential recording

Served as clerk for Multi-Jurisdiction Grand Jury since 2009

KAREN “TONI” ALLISON
for CIRCUIT COURT CLERK

IN NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY

I believe with my training, education and experi-
ence, I can make an immediate difference in the 
efficiency of the Circuit County Clerk’s office. After 
working in the court system for the past 20 years, I 
recognize for Northumberland to advance, we need 
a change. I will work hard to correct the current 
problems and use my knowledge of the legal system 
to streamline and introduce new procedures. I am 
dedicated to my job, my family and my community.

I would appreciate your vote Nov 3rd. Toni Allison
Paid for and authorized by Toni’s Family

Lancaster County Sher-
iff Ronnie Crockett this 
week reported charges against 
seven individuals.
Felonies

Shakeen D. Walker, 20, of Gas-
kins Road was charged October 
19 with felony probation viola-
tion.

Arthur H. Morris, 69, of Mos-
quito Point Road was charged 
October 19 with felonious 
assault.
Misdemeanors

charged October 19 with viola-
tion of a protective order in an 
Amelia County case.

A Manakin-Sabot man, 31, 
was charged October 20 with 
violation of bond, and later was 
charged in Middlesex County 
with failure to appear for driving 
suspended and illegal possession 
of narcotic.

A Heathsville woman, 56, was 
charged October 21 with two 
counts of obtaining money by 
false pretenses, both in a domes-
tic relations case.

was charged October 22 with 
domestic assault and battery.

A Shacklefords man, 68, was 
charged October 23 with obstruc-
tion of justice by threats to a wit-
ness.
Activity report

October 19: Staff responded 
to a gasoline drive-off incident at 
an Irvington convenience store 
(subject who forgot to make pay-
ment was located, returned to the 
store and made full payment), 
with Kilmarnock Police Depart-
ment (KPD) to a trespass com-

Road, and to a shots fired call on 
Twin Branch Road.

October 20: Staff received 
a walk-in complaint of pos-
sible exploitation (no criminal 
incident), an assault and bat-
tery complaint from a Mollusk 
area resident, a residential bur-
glary report from a Peach Tree 
Lane resident (several firearms, 
assorted ammunition, cash, 1963 
class ring, damages to structure; 
$10,760 loss); and a motorist’s 
complaint of a tailgating vehicle 
in the Lancaster-Merry Point area 
(no deputy/VSP in position to 
attempt to intercept); responded 
to a possible mental health emer-
gency on Lumberlost Trail (no 
emergency/intervention services 
needed), to the 3200 block of 
Windmill Point Road on a land-
owner’s report of finding bones in 
the pond (determined to be from 
a deer carcass), with KPD to a 
two-vehicle traffic crash on North 
Main Street, to a motorist’s report 
of striking a coyote near Weems 
Road and Tom Morris Drive 
(injured animal was destroyed by 
deputy), and to a mental health 
emergency on Cherry Point 
Drive.

October 21: Staff responded 
to a gasoline larceny complaint at 
a White Stone area convenience 
store (driver located and returned 
to make payment, at which time 
it was discovered that the elec-
tronic payment system was not 
working; no criminal incident), 
to a landlord/tenant complaint on 
Rocky Neck Road (civil matter), 
to a parental complaint of juve-
nile behavior in the 800 block 
of Nuttsville Road, to a reckless 

driving complaint on Old Point 
Road, to the Bon Secours Rap-
pahannock General Hospital 
emergency room on a report of 
an assault victim seeking medi-
cal care (no evidence of physical 
assault found; victim advised of 
right to file a criminal complaint 
with the magistrate; complain-
ant/victim arrived later at sher-
iff’s office to file for criminal 
warrant, and left without doing 
so); received an assault by threat 
complaint from a Twin Branch 
Road resident, and a residential 
burglary report from a Gemini 
Road resident (no theft or dam-
ages reported).

October 22: Staff responded 
to a disorderly conduct com-
plaint in the 900 block of Harris 
Road, to a second disorderly con-
duct complaint in the 900 block 
of Harris Road, to a domestic 
assault call in the 18600 block of 
Mary Ball Road (arrest reported 
above), with KPD to a suspicious 
person complaint in the area of 
First Avenue (subject was wait-
ing for a ride); and received a 
sexual assault report (no further 
information released in order to 
protect the victim).

October 23: Staff responded 
to a complaint of a commer-
cial motor vehicle that may be 
a traffic hazard near Mary Ball 
and Alfonso roads (repair crew 
en route; road flares set; deputy 
will check back until vehicle is 
removed), to a school street resi-
dence on a report from Lancaster 
Middle School of a student leav-
ing school without permission 
(juvenile located at an extended 
family member’s home; juvenile 
probation officer was notified 
of the incident), to a Sage Hill 
Road report of a parent finding 
marijuana in the son’s bedroom 
(plant material tested positive 
for marijuana; juvenile probation 
officer was notified), to a pos-
sible mental health emergency 
on Lancaster Creek Drive, to a 
larceny of a vehicle complaint 
in the 5500 block of Morat-
tico Road (unattended wrecked 
vehicle located in a field), and to 
Old Fairgrounds Way on a Crime 
Solvers tip (see related article 

Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) of hazardous debris on 
North Main Street, and of a game 
animal carcass that was a traffic 

Ball Road, and notified the water 
utility company of a line break 
near Benson and River Village 
drives, as reported by the cable 
company work crew; received 
a report from a Lancaster area 
resident of a threatening com-
munication to a witness in a King 
and Queen County case (arrest 
for obstruction of justice reported 
above), a complaint from a utility 
work crew of a curse and abu-
sive language incident at a Farley 
Lane residence, and a walk-in 
complaint for a protective order 
(order issued by the magistrate); 
and requested Virginia State 
Police (VSP) to respond to a two-
vehicle traffic crash that a deputy 
happened upon on Pinckardsville 
Road (no fire/rescue required per 
deputy).

October 24: Staff received 
a complaint of a threatening 
telephone call to a juvenile (later 
determined that the call was 

made by another juvenile as a 
prank), and a complaint of an 
unknown vehicle parked without 
permission on private property 
on White Marsh Lane (property 
owner advised he/she could have 
the vehicle towed at the vehicle 
owner’s expense); responded 
to the area of Corrotoman and 
Highview drives on a citizen’s 
report of a possible rabid fox, to a 
motorist’s complaint of tires being 
a traffic hazard on the Robert O. 
Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge (no 
tires or debris found), with KPD 
to a reported fight call in the 100 
block of Irvington Road (no fight 
or suspects located), and to a tres-
pass complaint in the 1100 block 
of Regina Road (possible mental 
health issue).

October 25: Staff responded 
with KPD to a fight call on School 
Street; shortly after clearing the 
scene, responded again with 
KPD, VSP and the Northum-
berland County Sheriff’s Office 
(NCSO) to a second disturbance 
call involving a crowd of more 
than 20 persons at the same loca-
tion; with KPD to a fight call 

Street, to a domestic disturbance 
in the 3500 block of Lara Road, to 
the area of Old Saint Johns Road 
on a complaint of the occupants 
of a Jeep stopping the vehicle 
in the roadway and urinating in 
public, to a domestic disturbance 
(parent/adult son) on James B. 
Jones Memorial Highway; and to 
BSRGH to assist NCSO authori-
ties with a mental health patient.

October 26: Staff responded 
to an attempted fraud complaint 
at the Irvington Town office 
(email notice of failure to appear 
in court and to make an elec-
tronic payment; no financial loss 
reported); a petition was obtained 
charging a student with making 
a bomb threat at Lancaster High 
School on October 15.

The sheriff’s staff also con-
ducted 19 traffic stops, issued 
five summonses, assisted seven 
motorists, investigated seven 
building alarms, logged six 
inmate transports, received 13 
E911 hangup calls and fielded a 
call for animal control service.
Fire calls

The Upper Lancaster Volun-
teer Fire Department responded 
to a residential dryer fire on Lev-
elgreen Road and established a 
med-evac landing zone in the 
1100 block of Slabtown Road.

Kilmarnock VFD responded to 
a hazmat gas spill on North Main 
Street, a hazmat fuel oil leak in 
the 300 block of East Church 
Street, and with White Stone 
VFD to a commercial fire alarm 

Street.
Northumberland Sher-

iff Chuck Wilkins this week 
reported charges against 11 indi-
viduals.
Felonies

Donald Edward Abbott Jr., 
38, of Montross was charged 
October 20 with possession of 
burglary tools, driving under the 
influence of alcohol, possession 
of marijuana and possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

William LaRochelle, 26, of 
Heathsville was charged October 
20 on a grand jury indictment 
with two counts of distributing a 
Schedule II drug and four counts 

SHERIFFS’ REPORTS
of child neglect/abuse. These 
were Northumberland County 
indictments and served by the 
Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Amanda L. Rhodes, 27, of 
Heathsville was charged October 
20 on a grand jury indictment 
with two counts of distributing a 
Schedule II drug and five counts 
of child neglect/abuse. These 
were Northumberland County 
indictments served by the Rich-
mond County Sheriff’s Office.

Albert Edward Smith III, 28, of 
Champlain was charged October 
25 with entering into a building 
at night, grand larceny and inter-
fering with the property rights of 
others.
Misdemeanors

charged October 19 on a sum-
mons with failing to sterilize an 
animal.

charged October 19 on a sum-
mons with failing to sterilize an 
animal.

A Heathsville man, 51, was 
charged October 20 with stealing 
a campaign sign.

A Heathsville woman, 56, was 
charged October 21 with two 
counts of obtaining money by 
false pretenses.

A Heathsville woman, 65, was 
charged October 21 with reckless 
driving.

A Warsaw man, 37, was 
charged October 22 with failing 
to appear in the Northumberland 
County Juvenile and Domestic 
Relations Court.

A Heathsville man, 27, was 
charged October 23 with assault 
and battery of a family member.

Gift Subscriptions
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VOTE
Michael S.

“Mike” Bedell
Lancaster County

Sheriff
“A SEASONED LEADER”

Paid for and authorized by
Mike Bedell for Sheriff 

P.O. Box 323 Kilmarnock, VA 22482
msbchief1@gmail.com

30 years Law Enforcement Experience
26 years as Kilmarnock Chief of Police

VA Forensic Science Graduate
Fiscal Responsibility
Proven Leadership

MY PLEDGE AS
SHERIFF

24 Hour Protection
Tougher Drug Enforcement

A Search & Rescue K9 Division
Enhanced School Safety

Proactive Community Policing

Re-elect
Richard “Dick” Saxer
To the Northumberland 

Board of Education
District 5

Dick Saxer’s life-long work in 
education, at all levels, together 
with the trust and confidence of 
his fellow board members, has 
enabled his influence to help cre-
ate a superior school district.

He strongly believes in a system 
that guides students through pre 
K-12 grade with an ever-grow-
ing foundation for learning and 
intellectual growth.

By helping such efforts, our state 
and national test scores have 
soared, our on-time graduation 
rate is an astounding 98%, our 
scholarship opportunities contin-
ue to grow and a sense of pur-
pose is evident.

Your vote for Dick Saxer on No-
vember 3rd is a vote for our chil-
dren’s future. His past record 
says it all. Keep him on the job!!

 Teacher
 Title III Director

 Elementary Principal
 Superindendent of Schools for 17 years

 Education consultant
 N.J State Governor’s School

 Member N.J Board of Examiners
 President of N.J Administrators

 Presently Vice-Chair of the Chesapeake 
Bay Governor’s School

 Division Delegate to VA School Board 
Association and Vice-chair 

of the Eastern Region
 Member of the Northumberland County 

Economic Commission
 4-time President and member of the 

Northumberland Lions Club

Authorized and Paid for by the Committee 
to Re-elect Richard “Dick” Saxer
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 Perform with Professionalism 
 Act with Integrity

 Demonstrate with Accountability
 Encourage with Teamwork

As your hands-on, working sheriff, I will always put community before politics. In this election, I chose 
to run as an independent candidate because I truly believe that the sheriff should remain unbiased and 
not affiliated with a political party.  I have served the citizens of Lancaster County for over 32 years and 
I would be honored to continue that service as your sheriff. I will maintain an open door policy for both 
the citizens and employees because I believe that communication is the key to success. My intent is to 
bring Lancaster Sheriff ’s Department to a state of professionalism and self-sufficiency that both the dep-
uties who serve with me and citizens of Lancaster County can be proud of. 

As your sheriff, I will implement the following:

A Special Response Team (SRT) trained to handle high crisis situations such as an active shooter in a 
school or a public place, a crisis with the mentally ill, or a search and rescue operation for a missing 
person. 

 
Certified K-9s and handlers (drug, bomb, search and rescue) 

The continuation of a successful partnership between Lancaster, Richmond, and Northumberland 
Counties who work together on major crimes and narcotic cases with assistance from state and fed-
eral agencies upon request.     

A trained female to handle sex crime investigations as well as the assurance that women are better 
represented on the department as a whole. 

A partnership with the schools to put into place a variety of programs that will deter our youth from 
a life of crime.(Explorer Post, Dare, Scared Straight) 

The cross-training of staff so that all deputies can better assist citizens with any concern and also 
assist their co-workers when needed.  

I have chosen a command staff that I feel will make the transition run smoothly, but more importantly 
who will assist Lancaster Sheriff ’s Department in reaching its ultimate goal of success. The most recent 
addition is a retired Senior State Trooper who has a business degree and extensive experience with bud-
gets that will help me ensure that your taxpayer dollars are not being wasted.  

“Together we can make a difference.”

VOTE       
JOAN KENT 

FOR LANCASTER SHERIFF ON NOVEMBER 3, 2015
PAID FOR AND AUTHORIZED BY THE FRIENDS OF JOAN N. KENT FOR LANCASTER SHERIFF

www.joankentforsheriff.com

RE-ELECT

THOMAS H. 
“TOMMY” 
TOMLIN

SUPERVISOR
District 4

Northumberland County

Experienced & Knowledgeable

Paid for and Authorized by Tomlin for Supervisor

KILMARNOCK—Shortly 
after 9 p.m. Friday, October 
23, Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office staff and Kilmarnock 
Police Department personnel 
responded to the area of Old Fair-
grounds Way on a Crime Solvers 
tip that Shadonta L. Beane was in 
a vehicle there.

Beane, 19, described as armed 
and dangerous, is wanted by both 
Lancaster and Northumberland 
authorities, reported Capt. M.R. 
Shirilla of the Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office.

On Friday, Beane jumped from 
a moving vehicle and fled into a 
nearby wooded area, said Capt. 
Shirilla.

An aircraft equipped with an 
infrared heat sensor was requested 
from the Virginia State Police 
(VSP) and Henrico Police Depart-
ment, however, no such aircraft 
could respond in a timely manner 
to be of benefit to the search.

VSP dispatched a bloodhound 
team from New Kent, but due to 
Beane’s status as armed and dan-
gerous that team was cancelled, 
said Capt. Shirilla.

Officers also checked the area 
of Campbell Road as part of this 
incident because of reports of 

RICHMOND—Adam S. 
Lee, special agent in charge of 
the Richmond Division of the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, recently issued an alert 
warning consumers be aware 
of a prolific phone scam.

The Richmond FBI has 
received multiple calls from 
the community complaining of 
a phone scam involving some-
one calling them claiming to 

represent the U.S. government. 
The caller threatens to arrest 
them if they fail to pay thou-
sands of dollars. The originat-
ing number used by the fraud-
sters often appears on caller ID 
as the number for an FBI Field 
Office.

The public is reminded that 
the FBI does not call private 
citizens requesting money. 
If citizens receive a call that 

Library lottery begins
From left, Lancaster Community Library board member 
John Cann sells library volunteer Helen Sutphen a lottery 
ticket. Tickets are $95 through December 18 and qualify 

$100 on December 19. For tickets, call 435-1729.

FBI Richmond issues warning to consumers

Man sought by local 
authorities remains at 
large following incident

Shadonta L. Beane

multiple gun shots in that area.
Several vehicles thought to be 

involved with Beane’s movement 
also were stopped and checked, 
but Beane was not located, said 
Capt. Shirilla. The search for 
Beane was terminated shortly 
before midnight.

He is described as a 6-foot tall, 
160-pound male with tattoos of 
stars on his right arm and Merry 
Point Love on his left arm.

Report related information to 
Lancaster County Crime Solv-

-
tion could lead to a reward up to 
$1,000.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Just think what a unique opportunity the citizens of 
Lancaster County have. The current and longtime Sheriff 
has decided to not run for office again. Mike Bedell 
has demonstrated his ability in his current position as 
Chief of Police in the Town of Kilmarnock.  He has the 
experience to be Sheriff of Lancaster County. I could 
list all of his qualifications and point out all of the other 
candidates’ shortcomings, but by now I believe you 
have all read the political advertisements and signs.  I 
have worked with Mike while on Town Council and 
the Town Planning Commission and believe he is the 
best person to be the Sheriff of Lancaster County. I 
encourage all eligible voters to vote, and I believe you 
should vote for Mike Bedell.

Les Spivey

seems suspicious, they should 
disconnect immediately and 
notify law enforcement.

If you receive one of these 
calls, do not follow the call-
er’s instructions. Instead, you 
should:

-

tutions.

credit bureaus and request an 
alert be put on your file.

enforcement agency if you feel 
you are in immediate danger.

Lancaster Country Crime Solvers seeks help solving a recent 
breaking and entering.

Sometime between 6 and 9 p.m. on October 20, a person or persons 
-

ing a window air conditioner. Shotguns, rifles, pistols, ammunition, a 
class ring (with ruby setting and initials HBF) and money were taken. 

If you have information on these weapons, saw a strange vehicle, 
persons or suspicious activity in the area, call Lancaster County Crime 

You may think the information is nothing, but it could be the one 
thing that breaks the case.

Your phone call will not be recorded on this line. Your information 
will be kept confidential. You do not have to give your name or appear 
in court.

If your information is useful, you could receive a reward up to 
$1,000. 

CRIME SOLVERS



A6   RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

member of the Virginia 
State Bar proven trial 
experience

105 defendants.

only tried 
a total of 105 defendants
were in court before juries for only 6 days out of 
the whole year! 

Lancaster County Deserves A Competent
Commonweath’s Attorney

Elect Jan C. Smith on Nov. 3

Why You Should Elect 

Jan C. Smith 
for Commonwealth’s 

Attorney

TO THE VOTERS OF NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
RE-ELECT

DEBORAH THOMAS BINGHAM 
FOR CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

I have been serving as your Clerk since elected in November, 2013.  

I am married with two children and a lifelong resident of Northum-
berland.  I graduated from Northumberland High School in 1987 
and received an Associate’s degree in business.  After working for 
Attorney, Lawrence M. Traylor, for over 8 years; I then went to work 
at the Northern Neck Regional Jail for over 12 years and was the 
Administrative Assistant before going to work for the Circuit Court 
in 2007.

I worked as deputy clerk under Mrs. Linda Booth for five years.  
When Mrs. Booth retired, I was appointed by Judge Taliaferro, III in January 2013 to fill the 
position until the special election took place; in which I was then elected as your Clerk.

The Clerk of the Circuit Court is regulated by the Supreme Court and any changes must 
be by their approval.  The Clerk is custodian of our county records, which date back to the 
1650’s.  This covers such records as deeds, deeds of trust, recordation/probate of wills, quali-
fications on estates, processing civil actions, docketing judgments, issuing marriage licenses, 
concealed weapon permits and numerous other duties including enforcing Virginia code 
sections that apply to the office.  The Clerk’s job consists of over 800 duties.

I have received 40 certificates of training for the clerk’s job through the Supreme Court and 
have also received two very rewarding audit reports  from the Auditor of Public Accounts.

My office provides personal service to each person and we strive in doing our very best in 
serving the community.  We have undergone several changes to help modernize the office 
so it runs even more efficiently.  We have changed the land records system, which has been 
beneficial for our office and also other county offices.  This system also provides DOC with 
access to our court orders.   We now have a new web site at ncccva.net, we use a Jury Man-
agement System, have copy accounts for citizens and we enter more and more data online 
every day.

We work with the Library of Virginia in applying for conservation grants to keep our valu-
able history and records preserved and in existence for future generations.  This also helps in 
saving the county money.  

I am the only candidate with experience in this job and have the hands on training needed.  

I personally invite anyone who has any questions regarding the office to please stop by or 
give us a call at (804) 580-3700.
 
Remember when you vote for me, you will be voting for a candidate with the experience, 
dependability and integrity needed for such an important job.  I am dedicated to doing the 
best I can for each of the citizens of Northumberland County.
 
I thank you in advance for your continued support on November 3rd.

Sincerely,

Deborah Thomas Bingham
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Paid and Authorized by Deborah Thomas Bingham

IRVINGTON—The Richard 
Henry Lee Chapter of the Sons 
of the American Revolution on 
October 19 met with the Cobbs 
Hall Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution at 
Rappahannock Westminster-
Canterbury in Irvington.

The meeting opened with 
SAR president Dick Fickling 
presenting Dr. Cheryl Brown 
Davis the SAR Bronze Good 
Citizens Medal for her sup-
port in bringing patriotic music 
to lineage and veterans orga-
nizations as well as schools, 
churches and civic groups.

The principal speakers were 
Richard and Regina Thek, both 
of whom presented in “first 
person” and period costume of 
the American Revolution.

Richard Thek spoke as 
having been engaged by Gen. 
Washington to study and report 
on the American success at the 
Battle of Saratoga, N.Y.  At 
this battle, the American army, 
commanded by Gen.Hora-
tio Gates and Gen. Benedict 
Arnold, forced the surrender 
of the large British force com-
manded by Gen. John Bur-
goyne.  

He  described the movements 
and provisioning of the armies 
leading up to their meeting at 
Saratoga. The American vic-

WARSAW—The Richard 
Henry Lee Chapter of the Vir-
ginia Society of the Sons of 
the American Revolution was 
represented at the chartering 
of the first new SAR chapter 
in the Virginia Society in many 
years.

Chapter members Mike 
Lyman, Charles Belfield and 
president Richard Fickling 
attended the recent induction, 
brief meeting and reception for 

the newly chartered Rappah-
annock Chapter, reported Bob 
Denton.  

The chapter represents the 
upper Middle Peninsula and 
upper Northern Neck and will 
meet at Menokin, the home of 
Henry “Light-Horse” Harry 
Lee a signer of the Declara-
tion of Independence, and in 
Tappahannock. The Menokin 
Foundation and many other 
organizations were instrumen-

tal in supporting the forma-
tion of this new chapter, said 
Denton.  

Ten new members of the 
SAR were inducted by presi-
dent general Thomas E. Law-
rence, who also conducted the 
installation of the new chap-
ter officers. There was a brief 
meeting of the newly formed 
chapter followed by a recep-
tion hosted by The Menokin 
Foundation.

SAR launches new Rappahannock Chapter

From left are period re-enactors Richard and Regina 
Thek and Richard Fickling,  president of the Richard 
Henry Lee Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution.

Lineage organizations hold joint meeting

tory was a turning point of 
the war because it won for 
the Americans the support of 
France and other European 
nations who became convinced 
that the war could be won by 
the Continental forces, he said.

Regina Thek, dressed in 
ladies clothes of the day, spoke 
as if she were a close friend of 
Gen. Nathaniel Greene’s wife, 
Catharine, who followed her 
husband’s camps and battles. 

Her descriptions of this life 
emphasized the hardships 
borne by the wives of soldiers 
and the support given by them.

Richard Thek is a guide at 
Colonial Williamsburg and 
Yorktown National Park.  
Regina Thek has done fine nee-
dlework displayed at Colonial 
Williamsburg.

Both are members of the 
First Maryland Regiment of 
the Continental Line.
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An Open Letter From Attorney James C. Breeden
To the Citizens of Lancaster County, Virginia

On November 3rd Re-Elect Robert Cunningham
Lancaster County Commonwealth’s Attorney

Paid for and authorized by Cunningham for Commonwealth’s Attorney

Dear Editor:

 I have practiced law in the Northern Neck since October 1, 1969 and I 
care deeply about the integrity of our courts.
 
 I am dismayed that Jan. C. Smith, one of the candidates for Common-
wealth’s Attorney in Lancaster County, has in recent years been cited for 
contempt of court nine times. On one contempt charge, the court found Mr. 
Smith guilty and fined him $100.00.

 Our judges do not lightly cite lawyers for contempt of court. They only 
issue a contempt citation after deliberation and as a last resort to curb a law-
yer’s flagrant disregard of the dignity of the judicial system.

 Lancaster County deserves a Commonwealth’s Attorney who has the 
respect of our judges, not a Commonwealth’s Attorney who has repeatedly 
been cited for contemptuous conduct.

 This is the first letter I have ever written to the editor in my 46 years of 
practicing law. I do so now because I strongly believe Mr. Smith’s record of 
contempt citations negatively affects his ability to serve as Commonwealth’s 
Attorney. That is why I am voting to re-elect Robert Cunningham as Com-
monwealth’s Attorney.

Sincerely,

James C. Breeden

Editor
Rappahannock Record
By Hand Delivery

LANCASTER 
COUNTY 
CIRCUIT 
COURT 

REPORT

by Audrey Thomasson

LANCASTER—A victim’s 
plea to imprison a thief who is 
living next door under house 
arrest was heard in Lancaster 
County Circuit Court October 
23. 

Sharon Kay Pelkey pled guilty 

charges of unlawfully entering 
her neighbor’s home on several 
occasions and stealing prescrip-
tion drugs and over $30,000 in 
jewelry. She was sentenced to 
nearly three years in prison, but 
allowed to live under house arrest 
pending several surgeries.

Last Friday, Pelkey was 
scheduled to report to Lancaster 
County jail for incarceration.

Defense attorney Wayne Nun-
nally argued Pelkey has been 
a model citizen, working three 
days a week and paying restitu-
tion of $100 a month. He said 
she still has a surgery scheduled. 
Pelkey is living with her fiancee 
and has no other place she can 
live, he argued.

Under questioning by Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Robert 
Cunningham, the victim, Joann 
Blellock, said, “House arrest (for 
Pelkey) is a sentence for me as 
well” and that at 85 years old, 
she’d like to live out her life in 
peace. She testified Pelkey has 
returned home with shopping 
bags and had people in her home 
for AA meetings, under the “gen-
erous” conditions of house arrest. 
“She looks at me with such anger 
and hostility and displayed an 
obscene gesture at one point,” 
Blellock testified.  

In allowing Pelkey to remain 
on house arrest, the judge noted 
that if she is incarcerated the 
county would bear her medical 
expenses. 

“There’s money owed here that 
will not be paid back in the vic-
tim’s lifetime,” said Judge Harry 
T. Taliaferro III, in referencing 
restitution of over $30,000. In 
allowing her to stay under house 
arrest, he ordered Pelkey to go 
inside her home if Blellock is 
outdoors and that she was to have 
no contact with the victim.

Grand jury
A grand jury convening Octo-

ber issued:

Brandon Todd Fisher of White 
Stone for felony grand larceny. 
Trial is set for December 11.

for Antonia Denmore Roy of 
Montross for forcible rape, 
sodomy and abduction. Trial is 
set for January 8, 2016.

Mitrada Donta Bunns of Kilmar-
nock for felony grand larceny. 
Trial is set for November 9.

Ann Patrice Schwarzkopf of 
Lancaster for felony unauthor-
ized use of a vehicle. Trial is set 
for November 30.

for William Gayle Sanford of 
Irvington for possession of a con-
trolled substance. Trial is set for 
November 9.

Kristen Maxine King of Callao 
for felony grand larceny. Trial set 
for December 11.

for Floyd Donovan Newton of 
Callao for felony grand larceny. 
Trial is set for December 21.

Kevin Lovelle Rich of White 
Stone for possession of a con-
trolled substance. Trial is set for 
December 11.

Joe Cox Jr., no address released, 
for felony obtaining credit cards 
by fraud and credit card fraud. 
Arraignment is set for November 
9. A capias was issued.

Randy M. Phipps, no address 
released, for misdemeanor assault 
and battery of a family member. 
Arraignment is set for November 
11. A capias was issued.

Demisha Shamone Sutton, no 
address released, for felony fraud. 
Arraignment is set for November 
9 and trial for December 11. A 
capias was issued.
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Excerpts

by Henry Lane Hull

Despite this coming Tuesday being Elec-
tion Day, the Northern Neck has a more 

momentous happening to recognize on that 
occasion, namely the celebrations attendant 
to Larry Taylor becoming a nonagenarian. 
Larry and his good wife, Betty, have been 
local icons for over three decades, first living 
at a Wakefield Colonial-style home they built 
on Lawrence Cove, and now for the last few 
years here in the metropolis of Kilmarnock.

While living on the water in the Ditch-
ley suburbs of Kilmarnock, Betty and Larry 
undertook subduing the unchanneled growth 
of trees and underbrush into a park-like set-
ting replete with plantings selected to be 
worthy of an eighteenth-century manor. Their 
garage contributed to the aura by conveying 
the appearance of a traditional New England 
carriage house, connected to the mainhouse 
by a breezeway dominated by a massive brick 
chimney laid in Flemish bond, with a well 
in the yard and the appropriate affixtures of 
outbuildings. Driving up their lane was akin 
to returning to the charm of an earlier era in 
which classical style predominated in Vir-
ginia homebuilding.

Larry and Betty had met because of their 

mutual interest in shooting. Each of them 
is dedicated to pursuing marksmanship as a 
hobby and a means of self-defense. They have 
been enthusiastic members of pistol and rifle 
organizations, and continue to enjoy sport 
shooting as one of their favorite pastimes.

Locally, for many years Larry was the 
“physician” to whom many of us entrusted 
our horological problems; in other words, he 
repaired and attended to all forms of clocks 
and timepieces from his shop in his former 
home. He called the business Lawrence Cove 

Clocks, and to this day he drives a car with the 
license plate reading “Clock 2.”

When one addresses the subject of clocks, 
Larry is a recurring font of information. He 
had numerous clocks of all shapes and strik-
ings placed throughout all rooms of his house, 
and frequently advised his clients that “one 
can never have too many clocks.” Being in 
his home remains the same rhythmic experi-
ence in the new venue, as one listens to to the 
pendula (my verbal concoction for the plural 
of the New Latin for pendulum), throbbing 
along, setting their listeners to a beat, that I 
am sure subconsciously keeps those who hear 
them well attuned to the passage of time.

Larry’s fascination with time machines 
is part of his overall interest in antiquity, 
whether it be “antique” antiquity or more 
“modern” antiquity in the form of old cars. 
He kept two vintage automobiles in his 
garage, both of which he dutifully polished 
and enjoyed taking out for a cruise. The cars 
were another aspect of the total Taylor ambi-
ence, making the past a useful and engaging 
part of the present.

Virtually every day driving through Kilmar-
nock one can see Larry and Betty, already a 

nonagenarian herself, out on their daily walk-
ing exercise. The miles they cover underfoot 
in that routine further contribute to their main-
tenance of perpetual youth. Both of them are 
keenly aware of the world around them, and 
thrive on intellectual interests. Any conversa-
tion with either demonstrates the knowledge 
they continually amass, and shows their deep 
interest in other people, their happenings and 
their pursuits.

Before moving to Kilmarnock, Larry 
already had retired from “keeping time” for 
others, and closed his clock repair business. 
His decision dismayed many of us not merely 
with respect to keeping ourselves “on time,” 
but more importantly, because it brought to 
a close the opportunity to learn about horol-
ogy from one of the study’s true masters. To 
this day clocks and Larry are synonymous for 
those who appreciate the recording of the pas-
sage of time.

Given the tradition of longevity in his 
family, his mother having been a centenar-
ian, for Larry Tuesday is simply another day 
of “middle age.” That being the case, Happy 
Birthday, Larry. Don’t let time slip up on you. 
“Ad multos annos!”

Locally, for many years 
Larry was the “physician” to 
whom many of us entrusted 
our horological problems; 
in other words, he repaired 
and attended to all forms of 
clocks and timepieces from 
his shop in his former home. 

Focal Point

The sun rises over the Rappahannock River and the Thomas J. Downing Bridge at 
Tappahannock.

Photo by Stacey Marshall

Submit your interesting photos capturing the life and times in the Northern Neck to editor@
rapprecord.com, subject line Focal Point. 

Because You 
Are Polite 
...Let’s Talk 
Manners

by Ginger Philbrick 

YOUR LETTERS

An article appeared in the 
October 15 edition of the Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch  about 
Omega Protein’s net tearing 
open on Virginia’s Eastern 
Shore. It was estimated that 
75,000 fish had washed up 
on an area known as Smith’s 
Beach. 

Bay Creek Resort Commu-
nity in Cape Charles reported 
the dead fish as unwelcome 
and a health risk. The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service had 
to get involved in the cleanup 
process. The article went on in 
further detail about the conse-
quences of the operation.

No mention of the incident 
in your newspaper. Yet, in the 
October 22 edition, an arti-
cle praising Omega Protein’s 
achievements appeared. It’s 
obvious that Omega’s praise 
and accomplishments are 
reported readily and fre-
quently, while most faults or 
reprimands are ignored by your 
newspaper.

Paul W. Griger,
Reedville

Coverage
questioned

This is in reference to 
the controversy involving 
Dominion Power’s efforts to 
build an ugly series of towers 
across the Rappahannock 
River versus laying electric 
cable on the seabed. 

I spend winters on Pen-
sacola Beach, Fla. There are 
two bodies of water to cross 
from Pensacola to this bar-
rier island. One, a three-mile 
bridge to Gulf Breeze cross-
ing Pensacola Bay, and the 
second, a one-mile bridge 
from Gulf Breeze to Pensac-
ola Beach crossing the Inter-
coastal waterway. 

Send a message

The view crossing these 
bridges is spectacular and 
much like those at the Norris 
Bridge. Neither view is 
ruined by electric towers.

I guess Gulf Power Co. 
realized that Floridians 
would not stand for having 
those spectacular views 
ruined by towers.

Why can’t Dominion Vir-
ginia Power do the same? 
Did Virginia Dominion 
Power think they could sneak 
this project by thinking we 
are just a bunch of hicks here 
in the Northern Neck?

Residents and visitors who 
object to the towers should 
support the efforts of others 
in this regard. The Save Rap-
pahannock Coalition is such 
a group.

Also, letters to Dominion 
wouldn’t hurt. The cancel-
ing of auto pay or ebill pay 
by customers would also be a 
statement to Dominion of an 
objection to the towers.

Francis Hopkins,
Pensacola Beach, Fla.

The Trans-Pacific Part-
nership (TPP), an assault 
on our national sovereignty 
in the form of an agreement 
with 11 Pacific Rim nations, 
has been finalized and is 
now awaiting Congressional 
approval.

The gist of TPP is that it 
would bind our country into 
a regional government that 
would be the governing body 
of America, taking prece-
dence over our Constitution.  
We would be ruled by its 
dictates and no longer would 
we have the protection of our 
God-given rights that our 
Constitution provides.

Some Republicans are 
sold on it, thinking that it is 
a good trade deal that would 
counter Chinese exports.

They should know that 
once TPP is in place, China 
can be admitted to TPP and 
we can do nothing to stop it.

Please take a stand against 
TPP.

Sue Long,
North

Stop TPP

I commend the leader-
ship and innovative efforts 
made by Investigator Shawn 
Hogge of the Lancaster 
County Sheriff ’s Department 
and the county’s assistant 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Kenny Kunkle to make posi-
tive change in our commu-
nity addressing sexual and 
intimate partner violence.

Their leadership and par-
ticipation in the Sexual 
Assault Response Team and 
the Multi-disciplinary Child 
Abuse Team, has been vital 
to the enhancement of the 
reporting, investigation and 
prosecution of these crimes.

 According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), women and 
men in the U.S. experience 
rape often and early, and 
most perpetrators of rape are 
intimate partners or acquain-
tances. The CDC’s National 
Intimate Partner and Sexual 
Violence Survey: 2010 Sum-
mary Report, states that 1 in 
5 women and 1 in 71 men 
have experienced rape. The 
report also states that 42.2% 
of women experienced their 
f irst rape before the age of 
18 and nearly 28% of men 
experienced their f irst rape 
before the age of 11.

Youth who have experi-
enced violence, in particular 
sexual violence, are more 
likely to experience assaults 
and bullying, maltreatment 
by a caregiver, and property 
victimization. Exposure to 
sexual violence is linked 
to a whole host of health 
and mental health issues 
including alcohol and drug 
use, gastrointestinal issues, 
chronic pain, anxiety and 
even suicide.

The Haven, as the Sexual 
Assault Crisis Center for 
the Northern Neck, has built 
strong partnerships with the 
Lancaster County Sheriff ’s 
Department, the Office of the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
and the Department of Social 
Services to both respond to 
and prevent sexual violence 
in the county. 

The active engagement 
and leadership of dedicated 
individuals like Investiga-
tor Hogge and assistant C.A. 
Kunkle and a commitment to 
collaborative work is what 
can ultimately make a differ-
ence for individuals and the 
community.

Ruth G. Micklem,
Warsaw

Making a
difference

YOUR LETTERS

During a time that volun-
teer firefighters do not get a 
ton of recognition, I would 
like to recognize those who 
serve our community. 

During this month we had 
a Fire Safety Week. Our local 
f irefighters spent many hours 
volunteering their services 
for those in need and also 
spent many hours educating 
the children in our commu-
nity. Our students observed 
volunteers at the Lancaster 
Community Library as well 
as with other preschool and 
elementary children the best 
way to stay calm and use a 
“family plan” in the event of 
an at-home emergency. 

Volunteers
are invaluable

Why do Virginia Republi-
cans continue to champion 
policies that fail and fail and 
fail again?

 For the past few years 
Virginia has had the oppor-
tunity to expand Medicaid to 
cover almost 400,000 low-
income working people with 

Virginia should
expand Medicaid

The students were edu-
cated in the appearance of a 
firefighter entering a home, 
which in “gear” can be some-
what scary for a child. The 
students toured the fire sta-
tion and fire engines and 
understand that these men 
and women are our heroes. 

Chief Roy Hall and assis-
tant chief Bryan Keyser as 
well as the rest of our vol-
unteers keep all of our resi-
dences and businesses safe 
and educate our children. 
To think that you all do this 
without pay is extraordinary.

Our community is very 
fortunate. 

Mary Posey,
Kilmarnock

In the course of the election 
for Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney, I have been accused of 
selling worthless insurance 
policies. 

The source for this alle-
gation is a 2007 newspaper 
article that was written based 
on a court f iling asserting 
bald-faced lies. There has 
never been any effort by that 
source or others to update 
the allegations, nor to report 
the final disposition of the 
matter.  

For the record, I state again 
that my status in that busi-
ness transaction was as a 
Broker -- not the Insurer who 
received the premiums. I did 
not issue the policies, rather 
an independent Agent did so. 
Every policy was honored; 
every claim was paid.

Jan C. Smith,
White Stone

the federal government pick-
ing up the cost. Republicans 
in the General Assembly 
have turned down Medicaid 
expansion year after year.

 Now, a study by the Kaiser 
Family Foundation shows:

the share of Medicaid spend-
ing shouldered by the states 
increased by an average of 
6.1% per year.

-
icaid by states that refused to 
expand Medicaid (Virginia, 
for example) grew by 6.9% 
while spending by states that 
accepted Medicaid expan-

though enrollment increased 
by an average of 18%.

 The residents of every 
state pay taxes to fund Obam-
acare, whether they like it or 
not. Residents of the states 
that refuse to expand Medic-
aid are paying about $50 bil-
lion in Obamacare taxes each 
year; about $20 billion of 
that is for Medicaid expan-
sion. Instead of flowing back 
into their states, this money 
is going straight to Washing-
ton, D.C., never to be seen 
again.

 Here’s what this means: 
The states that refuse to 
expand Medicaid are deny-
ing health care to the needy 
and paying about $2 billion 
for the privilege.

 The financial outlook 
for all Virginia hospitals is 
steadily declining—from 
4.5% operating margins in 
2014 to a projected minus 
0.2% by 2022. Medic-
aid expansion would turn 
this around. Still, Virginia 
Republicans refuse to expand 
Medicaid, choosing instead 
to send our tax money to 
Washington where it goes to 
the states that accept Medic-
aid expansion.

Then, Virginia Republi-
cans crow about how they 
are standing up to Obama 
and how they have defeated 
Gov. Terry McAuliffe.

Joe Schlatter,
Heathsville

Wrongly accused

A recent bridal shower 
I attended was hosted 
by the bridesmaids, with 
the help of the bride’s 
mother. The original 
plan was that all of the 
bridesmaids would bring 
the food and drink, a 

budgets of the young 
hostesses. 

At the last minute, 
however, the bride’s 
mother informed 
the bridesmaids that 
she would purchase 
everything and then tell 
them what their share 
of the cost was. Several 
of the young women 
(who were not consulted 
about their feelings 

were uncomfortable 
about what their portion 
might be. 

Have you heard of 
this, and do you think it 
was proper?

Leary in Leesburg

Dear Leary,
 Sadly you describe what is 

yet again an occasion which 
should have been joyous and 
harmonious but was tampered 
with by a family member who, 
according to shower etiquette, 
should not even have been 
involved in hosting her daugh-
ter’s party. 

Bringing offerings of home-
made goodies to a shower adds 
a touch of love that store bought 
(or even catered) refreshments 
cannot. More importantly, I 
imagine the bridesmaids had 
agreed that plan #1 fit both 
their desires to give and their 
financial ability to do so. How-
ever a well-meaning, but mis-
directed, mom felt she could 
make the occasion better.  

Weddings tend to be expen-
sive for those who agree to be 
in a wedding party.  Although I 
am aware from conversations I 
have had that the arrangement 
for showers such as the one 
you mention is becoming more 
frequent, sensitivity to others’ 
financial abilities is so impor-
tant. Who can blame the person 
who, when asked to be an inti-
mate part of the “I do”s, says “I 
can’t” because of the long list 
of costs attached?

In this case, it would have 
been better if the mom had 
relinquished the urge to con-
trol and followed that old bit 
of advice often given to the 
groom’s mother….wear beige 
and just smile. 

Ginger Philbrick is the 
owner of Because You Are 
Polite….LLC. You are invited to 
e-mail your manners questions 
to her and she will respond as 
time and space allow. You may 
contact her at youarepolite1@
verizon.net and visit her web-
site at becauseyouarepolite.
com. RSVP! 
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Elect Kathryn “Kitty” CREETH
DISTRICT 5 SUPERVISOR

I’ll be YOUR
VOICE on the 

Northumberland 
County Board 
of Supervisors.

Authorized and paid for by the Committee 
to Elect Kathryn “Kitty” Creeth District 5 Supervisor

  
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

I am writing to express my support for the 
re-election of Ronnie Jett for Supervisor in 
District 5. Ronnie is a lifetime resident of 
Northumberland County. He is a successful 
businessman and has an excellent knowledge 
of the local economy. He knows the strengths 
and challenges faced by the farming, fishing 
and the small business communities in our 
area. In a time of ever more regulation and 
rules in the farming and fishing industries, 
which are the background and backbone of 
our economy, we are very fortunate to have a 
person of Ronnie’s knowledge and integrity as 
our District 5 Supervisor.
Again, based upon Ronnie’s commitment and 
service to Northumberland County, please 
vote for his re-election!!
 
Bob James, Ophelia   

Do you remember?
This Kilmarnock United Methodist Church youth group from the late 1960s presents 
Raymond Lewis a check for a new church in Hong Kong. If you can identify any of the 
youth in the photo, call Kilmarnock Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn, 296-0930. 
“Do you remember?” is a public service of the Kilmarnock Museum.

YESTERYEAR
(Reprints from the October 

27,1905 issue of the Virginia Citi-
zen)
Westland

Mrs. S. B. Griffith and son, 
Claybrook, of Irvington, returned 
home Wednesday from a short 
visit at this place.

Dink Yerby was in Baltimore 
last week on business.

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Hastings 
were this week presented with a 
baby girl.

W. H. Mitchell was in Irving-
ton this week.

Mr. and Mrs. Roland Phillips, 
of Delmar, Del., are visiting Mr. 
and Mrs. W. H. Calloway.

Mrs. Delia Shelton has 
returned home after visiting 
relatives in Washington for two 
weeks.

W. H. Calloway has finished 
cutting timber on the Island and 
will soon move.

Otis Crowther, of Bluff Point, 
was in our neighborhood last 
week.

The successful meeting at the 
Baptist chapel here, conducted by 

Pastor Bradley and Rev. Good-
man, closed Friday.

Miss Irene Abbott is this ses-
sion attending school in Balti-
more.
Kilmarnock

There will be services at the 
Catholic church here next Sunday 
8 a.m. and every night during the 
week. Rev. Coleman, of Freder-
icksburg, will conduct them.

C. J. Kramer spent a few days 
in Baltimore the past week.

Willie Cox has secured a good 
position in Wilmington, Del., and 
left for that city.

Mrs. R. M. Porter and children 
have returned from a month’s 
visit to friends in Baltimore and 
Harford county, Md.

Rev. F. W. Claybrook left 
Monday for Westmoreland to 
attend the funeral of the late 
Judge Beale.

J. B. Cralle and T. O. Smither, 
who have a five year lease 
of certain privileges at the 
Fair, are having houses on the 
grounds enlarged and otherwise 
improved.

W. T. Jones, of Irvington, is 
enlarging the residence of R. W. 
Boswell.

Mrs. F. A. Patten, sister of R. 
M. Porter, is spending the autumn 
with her brother.

The ladies are going to have 
Kilmarnock church painted. Mr. 
Shade will do the work.
Lively

G. E. Lewis, of Millenbeck, 
was in our town recently on busi-
ness.

Bethel Sunday school held a 
Missionary Rally on Sunday the 
8th.

There was a baptizing at Old 
Orchard Sunday before last. Thir-
teen were baptized.

E. B. Clark was in Baltimore 
last week.

R. O. Norris has improved 
his home by adding a porch. E. 
B. Clark has also improved his 
house by adding a back porch and 
putting on a fresh coat of paint.

(Transcribed by Stephen A. 
Redd, volunteer of the Mary 
Ball Washington Museum and 
Library)

It’s that time of the year again.
Monsters, zombies and ghouls 

will fill the streets across the U.S. 
and the Northern Neck to cel-
ebrate Halloween. If that’s not 
scary enough, AAA unearthed 
some frightening statistics.

According to the AAA Foun-
dation for Traffic Safety, October 

year for pedestrians. 
“On Halloween, motorists 

need to be especially vigilant 
between the hours of 4 p.m. and 
midnight, when pedestrians are 
most vulnerable,” said Geor-
jeane Blumling, vice president 
of public relations for AAA Tide-
water Virginia. “Slowing down, 
watching for trick-or-treaters and 
designating a sober driver may 
save a life.”

To help make the roadways 
safer this Halloween, AAA offers 
motorists a few easy tips:

-
cuts. If possible, avoid cutting 
through residential streets where 
trick-or-treaters are likely to be 
present. When providing direc-
tions to a party, try not to route 
guests through neighborhoods 

unnecessarily.

children walking on streets, 
medians and curbs. Excited 
trick-or-treaters, often in dark 
costumes, may not pay attention 
to traffic and cross mid-block or 
between parked cars.

witches, zombies and vampires 
in the neighborhood. According 
to the AAA Foundation for Traf-
fic Safety, a pedestrian is more 
than twice as likely to be killed if 

mph compared to 25 mph.

impaired drivers make up about 
one-third of all motor vehicle 
deaths resulting in an average 
of one death every 45 minutes. 
Always designate a sober driver. 

These few simple steps can 
help parents keep their trick-or-
treaters safe:

recommends that parents accom-
pany young trick-or-treaters.

or-treating safety precautions 
and plan the route ahead of time. 
Remind children never to cross 

Halloween night is one of
the deadliest for pedestrians  

the street mid-block or between 
parked cars.

-
guises that don’t obstruct vision 
and opt for non-toxic face paint 
instead of masks. Check and 
adjust the length of costumes to 
avoid tripping. Add reflective 
material or tape to keep kids vis-
ible.

treaters between neighborhoods, 
always use appropriate car seats 
and seatbelts and have children 
enter and exit on the passenger 
side of the vehicle.

GEORGE E. 
“SONNY” THOMAS

For the past 20 years I have been 
privileged to serve the people of 
Lancaster County as your 
Commissioner of the Revenue. 
I humbly solicit your vote on 
November 3rd. I pledge to 
continue to serve all of the 
people to the best of my ability.

Sonny Thomas

Paid for and authorized by George E. “Sonny” Thomas, Jr.

RE-ELECT
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VOTE

SHAWN DONAHUE
LANCASTER BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

NOVEMBER 3

TOP PRIORITIES
Bring Jobs to the County
Economic Development

Keep Taxes Low
Stop Dominion Power Proposal

White Stone Bridge Project
Support our Schools

Eliminate Boat Tax for ALL Boats
Internet Access for Lancaster County

Keeping It Real For The People
Paid for and authorized by Shawn Donahue for Board of Supervisors

Lunch With The Candidate
Meet & Greet

Melvin L. Howard, Jr. 
for Sheriff of Lancaster County

Conway Insurance Agency

Doing oral history

recently led an oral history workshop at Historic Christ Church. Participants learned 
techniques for conducting and collecting oral histories in their communities. SPOHP 
team members also conducted interviews with Lancaster County residents and 
Tangier Island watermen. Participants from left are Tyler Busbee, Sue Rogers, Dennis 
Dalpino, Regina Baylor, Joan Moore, Robert Teagle, workshop leader Sarah Blanc and 
Bob McKenney.

KILMARNOCK‚—Aaron 
Ward of Wilton Cottage and 
Garden Center in Hartfield pre-
sented Kilmarnock Garden 
Club’s October 20 program.

Ward demonstrated fall and 
winter container plantings, 
reported vice president Grace 
Ann Miller. He suggested to 
plant several non-flowering 
plants in a container and placing 
a fall wreath on the rim of the 
container for color. The wreath 
could be changed to a Christmas 
or winter theme as the seasons 
change.

He also noted that mums pur-
chased with tight buds are a much 
better buy since they will provide 
color for a longer period of time, 
said Miller.

Olga Speck received best in 
show for horticulture and Nell 
Brothers for artistic design. using live plants.

Seasons change for garden club

■ ‘look Good...Feel Better’ makeove sessions slated
Bon Secours Rappahannock General Hospital and the American Cancer Society will present 

at 101 Harris Drive, Kilmarnock.
The program, for females currently in active treatment for cancer, will include a free kit with 

NEWS BREAK

Newspapers Bring Learning to Life


